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OIC Kashmir Envoy 
visits Muzaffarabad: 

ISPR
 RAWALPINDI 

OIC Special Envoy for J&K; Ambassador Yousef 
Aldobeay and Assistant Secretary General 
Ambassador Tariq Ali Bakheet visited Chirikot 
Sector of LOC along with high level delegation 
including 5 senior diplomats from brotherly 
Muslim countries including KSA, Morocco, Sudan 
and Maldives. The delegation was briefed on 
latest security situation along LOC and situation 
before and after the DGsMO understanding. The 
delegation was briefed on humanitarian crisis 
in IIOJK and Indian atrocities. The delegates also 
interacted with victims of India’s unprovoked 
Cease Fire Violations. Later, the Delegation 
reached Muzaffarabad where they met President 
AJK fol by briefing and formal exchange of views 
on latest sit.VoM

Denmark’s President said Prime Minister Imran Khan is 
a popular leader among the expats living in the United 
States of America and Europe. The overseas Pakistanis 

are hopeful of socio-economic development in Pakistan 
under the leadership of Imran Khan

ISLAMABAD 
Minister for Information and Broadcasting Chaudhry 
Fawad Hussain on Thursday said the Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) government was determined to giv-
ing voting rights to overseas Pakistanis. In a meeting 
with PTI Denmark President Chaudhry Imran Meh-
boob, the minister said Pakistan’s embassies abroad 
were striving to facilitate Pakistani expats who played 
crucial role in economic development. Both the digni-
taries discussed different matters pertaining to cur-
rent political situation in Pakistan, Overseas Pakistanis 
issues, fair and transparent system in the country. The 
Denmark President said Prime Minister Imran Khan 
was a popular leader among the expats living in the 
United States of America and Europe. He said the over-
seas Pakistanis were hopeful of socio-economic de-
velopment in Pakistan under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Imran Khan. Adding to this, Minister for In-
formation and Broadcasting Chaudhry Fawad Hussain 
on Thursday said the world including European Union 
(EU) must play their due role to ensure stability in Af-
ghanistan. “The prevailing situation in Afghanistan is 
not less than any tragedy,” the minister told Bulgarian 
Ambassador to Pakistan Irena Gancheva in a meeting 
here. Terming a recent report on Afghanistan by an 

international journal The Economist ‘worrisome,’ he 
said some 23 million people, out of the 38 million, in 
Afghanistan suffered from malnutrition and children 
died out of hunger in the war-ravaged country. The 
minister said Pakistan had been conveying its con-
cerns to the world about Afghanistan. “Pakistan wants 
and staility in Afghanistan,” he said, fearing that the 
global terrorist organizations could establish their 
centers in ‘unstable’ Afghanistan. Fawad said his coun-
try had appealed to the world for extending assistance 
to the people of war-torn Afghanistan, expressing con-
fidence that Bulgaria could play a key role in that re-
gard. He said Pakistan would not recognize the current 
government of Afghanistan until the regional powers 
acknowledged it. The minister said Pakistan and 
Bulgaria had been enjoying decades-long diplo-
matic and brotherly ties, adding Pakistan always 
kept its ties with Bulgaria in highest esteem.

Abandoning Afghanistan again 
will be mistake: 

Moeed Yusuf

COAS reiterates need for 
global convergence on 

Afghanistan: ISPR

Appreciating the role of CPLC, the President said 
that with the support of volunteer groups, the CPLC 

was playing effective role in eliminating heinous 
crimes including kidnapping for ransom as well as 

unearthing the drug trafficking in the province.

HYDERABAD 
The President Arif Alvi on Thursday said the role 
of Citizens Police Liaison Committee (CPLC) in 
combating crimes cannot by overruled. He added 
that the organizations like CPLC can play vital role 
in making liaison between the Police and citizens 
for maintaining law and order.  There is the need 
of establishing CPLC set up in other cities of Sindh 
so that peaceful atmosphere could be ensured with 
joint efforts, the President stated this while inaugu-
rating the office of CPLC in Hyderabad. Appreciating 
the role of CPLC, the President said that with the 
support of volunteer groups, the CPLC was playing 
effective role in eliminating heinous crimes includ-

ing kidnapping for ransom as well as unearthing the 
drug trafficking in the province. The President also 
emphasized the need of rooting out the narcotics 
dens adding that drug use has been prevailed in the 
society at alarming stage. The use of drugs is putting 
the bright future of the youth into darkness there-
fore combined efforts are required to control this 
menace and save the future of the youth, he added. 
The President also underlined the need of opening 
of CPLC set up in Sukkur, Nawabshah and Larkana 
so that work for the welfare of the masses could 
be carried out with joint efforts. On demand of the 
people of the area, the President assured that efforts 
will be made for establishing a university in Mirpur-
khas so that future generation of the area could get 
higher education at their nearest. He on the occa-
sion called upon the youth to opt modern technolo-
gies like artificial intelligence so that they could be 
able to meet the challenges of modern world. The 
Governor Sindh Imran Ismail while speaking on the 
occasion praised the services of CPLC adding that it 
playing key role in addressing the issues of the law 
and order being faced by the people of the province.
The common people can approach the CPLC for re-
solving their grievances, he said He called upon the 
youth to join CPLC so that the objectives of main-
taining peace could be achieved in right direction. 
Efforts are being made to ensure maximum partici-
pation of both male and female in CPLC, he said and 
added that no issue can be settled without participa-
tion of the local community.

CPLC      

President Arif Alvi inaugurates CPLC 
office in Mirpurkhas

Voting Rights

PTI gov’t determined to giving voting 
rights to expats: Ch. Fawad

Two statements, with varying content, 
were released by Russia and India at the 

conclusion of the New Delhi Regional 
Summit on Afghanistan on Wednesday 
showing differences in their stance on 

certain issues
ISLAMABAD 

The Regional Summit on Afghanistan in 
New Delhi failed to achieve the Indian 
objective of indirectly raising the bogey 
of terrorism in Afghanistan as a separate 
statement issued by Russia did not high-
light the areas pointed by the host coun-
try.Two statements, with varying content, 
were released by Russia and India at the 
conclusion of the New Delhi Regional 
Summit on Afghanistan on Wednesday 
showing differences in their stance on cer-
tain issues. The summit was attended by 
National Security Advisers and Secretaries 
of the National Security Councils of India, 
Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 
The meeting had no representation from 
either Afghanistan, China or Pakistan. New 
Delhi focused on the “threats arising from 
terrorism, radicalization and drug traf-

ficking” in Afghanistan, according to the 
“Delhi Declaration.” Ironically, Pakistan 
had already issued a dossier last year spe-
cifically pointing out the operation of 66 
Indian-funded terrorist training camps, in 
collaboration with Afghan NDS, to carry 
out subversive activities in Pakistan. Of 
the 12 points discussed at the meeting, 
four were related to extremism, terror-
ism, radicalization and drug trafficking 
in Afghanistan, while “humanitarian con-
cerns” were the last in order of priority 
in a statement released at the end of the 
meeting by the Indian Ministry of External 
Affairs. However, interestingly, and in a rare 
move, Russia also issued its own statement, 
which showed divergent views on at least 
five areas. On the issue of terrorism, the 
Delhi Declaration stressed the need “to en-
sure that Afghanistan would never become 

a safe haven for global terrorism”. However, 
the statement from Russia skipped that line. 
Similarly, the Delhi Declaration called for 
ensuring that the fundamental rights of 
women, children and minority communi-
ties were not violated. The statement from 
Russia while mentioning the importance 
of ensuring the rights of women, children 
and national minorities, again skipped the 
words “fundamental” rights and “not vio-
lated”. The Delhi Declaration stressed “col-
lective cooperation against the menace of 
radicalization, extremism, separatism and 
drug trafficking in the region,” but the 
Russian statement made no such mention 
of “collective cooperation” on these issues.
The Statement issued by Russia, at the end 
of the Delhi Regional Security Dialogue on 
Afghanistan on Nov 10, 2021 In another 
instance, the Delhi Declaration recalled 
“relevant UN Resolutions on Afghanistan” 
and said the UN has a central role to play 
in Afghanistan and that its continued pres-
ence in the country must be “preserved”. 
The Russian statement said they noted that 
the UN plays a central role in Afghanistan 
and the permanent UN presence in the 
country must be “maintained”.

ISLAMABAD
Prime Minister Imran Khan has urged international 
community to fulfil its collective responsibility to 
avert a grave humanitarian crisis confronting peo-
ple of Afghanistan. In a tweet on Thursday, he said 
Pakistan has always stood with the Afghan people in 
their hour of need. The Prime Minister said we have 
assured Afghan acting Foreign Minister, Amir Khan 
Muttaqi and his delegation that we will provide all 
possible humanitarian aid to Afghanistan. He said 
we are sending essential food items, emergency 
medical supplies and winter shelters to provide im-
mediate relief to Afghan people. The Prime Minister 
said we will also provide free Covid-19 vaccines to 
all Afghans travelling across the border into Paki-
stan. rime Minister Imran Khan on Thursday said 
the federal government would take every possible 
step to ensure the socio-welfare uplift of the people 
of Gilgit Baltistan. The prime minister expressed 
these views in a meeting with Chief Minister of Gilgit 
Baltistan Khalid Khurshid called on Prime Minister 
Imran Khan. The Chief Minister apprised the prime 
minister about the progress of ongoing develop-
ment projects in Gilgit Baltistan including Shandur 

Road, 20 MW Hunzal Hydropower Project, Tatta 
Pani Road and Skardu Road.The prime minister 
emphasized on paying special attention to the pro-
motion of tourism in Gilgit Baltistan. Adding to this, 
Prime Minister Imran Khan Thursday met a delega-
tion of farmers from South Punjab wherein he called 
for immediate steps in collaboration with Punjab’s 
Irrigation department to stop water theft from ca-
nals. Underlining the importance of resolving prob-
lems faced by the genuine farmers, he emphasised 
decreasing middlemen’s role to enable the farmers 
get good price of their products. The prime minister 
further directed the authorities concerned to invoke 
relevant laws to deal with cartelisation and to shun 
hoarding practices. Earlier, the prime minister was 
informed that it was likely that Rabi crop would be 
affected due to 28% shortage of water in reservoirs. 
The prime minister said the shortage could be met 
by stopping water theft from the canals. The prime 
minister was apprised that Pakistan was blessed 
with a rich natural resource base for agriculture. 
However, despite having one of the world’s best allu-
vial soils, diversified weather conditions, the best ir-
rigation system and assiduous farmers, the country 

could not fully harness the potential of our agricul-
ture sector mainly because of misplaced priorities of 
the previous governments. The prime minister said 
that in order to explore full potential of the agricul-
ture sector, the government has launched Agricul-
ture Emergency Program worth Rs. 277 billion, an 
unprecedented allocation for the sector. This initia-
tive is aimed at enhancing the productivity of wheat, 
rice, sugarcane, pulses, and oilseed crops, besides 
developing livestock and water sectors. The prime 
minister said the government was also extending 
Kissan Cards to farmers, especially the smaller ones, 
for modernizing the agriculture sector. Through this 
card, he said the farmers would get benefits of vari-
ous government programs, such as crop loans and 
subsidies on fertilizers, seeds and pesticides. Due 
to Government’s favorable policies, the production 
of wheat, rice, maize, sugarcane, potato, onion and 
groundnut has increased to a record level despite 
COVID pandemic. The meeting was also attended 
by Minister for National Food Security Syed Fakhar 
Imam, Industries Minister Makhdoom Khusro 
Bakhtiar and Energy Minister Muhammad Hammad 
Azhar.VoM

Commanders must stay focused on professional 
training of all ranks: COAS

ISLAMABAD
H. E. Christian Turner, British High 
Commissioner called on General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa, Chief of Army Staff (COAS) 
at GHQ. During the meeting, matters of 
mutual interest, regional security situa-
tion including the recent developments 
in Afghanistan were discussed. COAS 
said that Pakistan values UK’s role in 
global and regional affairs and we look 
forward to enhance our bilateral rela-
tionship. COAS reiterated the need for 
global convergence on Afghanistan for 
avoiding humanitarian crisis and co-
ordinated efforts for economic uplift 
of the Afghan people. The visiting dig-
nitary appreciated Pakistan’s role in 
Afghan situation, efforts for regional 
stability and pledged to play their role 
for further improvement in diplomatic 
cooperation with Pakistan at all levels. 
General Qamar Javed Bajwa, Chief of 
Army Staff (COAS) visited Armoured 
Corps Regimental Centre Nowshehra.  
COAS laid floral wreath at Yadgar-e-
Shuhada and offered Fathea for Mar-
tyrs.  COAS pinned badges of rank on 
the shoulders of Lieutenant General 
Nadeem Zaki Manj to formally install 
him as Colonel Commandant of Ar-
moured Corps. COAS lauded Armoured 
Corps being decisive arm in the battle 
field for displaying highest standards 
of professional excellence and com-
mendable performance during various 
operations. COAS emphasised that com-
manders at all levels must stay focused 
on professional training of all ranks. Be-
ing a technology extensive component 
of Army, staying abreast with latest de-
velopments is imperative for Armoured 
Corps, COAS remarked.VoM

Pakistan is coordinating with the world to have a 
stable and peaceful Afghanistan: NSA

ISLAMABAD
National Security Advisor (NSA) Dr Moeed 
Yusuf on Thursday told the four-member 
US delegation headed by Minority Staff Di-
rector, Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
Chris Socha who called on the NSA here 
that abandoning Afghanistan again by the 
international community would be a mis-
take.  During the meeting, both the sides dis-
cussed situation of Afghanistan along with 
the ways to enhance cooperation in light 
of the regional and international develop-
ments and challenges, said a news release. 
Speaking on the occasion, Dr Moeed Yusuf 
said the world needed to constructively 
engage the Afghan Taliban in order to pre-
vent governance collapse and avert another 
refugee crisis. He said Pakistan was coordi-
nating with the world to have a stable and 
peaceful Afghanistan.  The two sides also 
exchanged views on the importance of de-
veloping the strategic relationship between 
Pakistan and US, and the determination to 
strengthen ties in all sectors and vital areas 
of cooperation. Earlier in October, during a 
meeting with US Deputy Secretary of State 
Wendy Sherman, NSA Moeed said the inter-
national community needed to talk and li-
aise with Afghanistan’s new interim govern-
ment. The discussions focused on economic 
cooperation, trade, regional security and 
the current situation in Afghanistan. The US 
delegation appreciated Pakistan’s role in US’ 
withdrawal from Afghanistan and assisting 
the Afghan refugees during the transition. 
Yusuf also elaborated on the idea of a single 
national narrative, claiming that he didn't 
believe in striving towards it. "I think there 
are multiple narratives that have to come to-
gether to create a whole which is what Paki-
stan stands for as a country and as a nation. 
Narratives always have to reflect reality,” the 
adviser maintained.VoM

PM calls for “immediate steps” to stop water theft from canals
Pakistan always stands with Afghan people in their hour of need: PM 

Friday, November  12, 2021 | Vol: XII, Issue: 201

The Asian Telegraph "The world needs to 
constructively engage the 
Afghan Taliban in order to 

prevent governance col-
lapse and avert another 

refugee crisis"  
MOEED YUSUF

National Security Advisor 

Geopolitics

Delhi’s regional summit fails to equate 
terrorism with Afghanistan



Silver Lining of Media 
Regulation? 

The history of media regula-
tion begins with the appli-
cation of the printing press 
to book production from the 
mid-15th century onwards 
in Western Europe. Initially, 

printing was simply a more productive 
alternative to the copying of manuscript 
texts by hand, which had not been for-
mally regulated, although in practice it 
took place mainly under the oversight of 
authorities of church or state. Between 
the 16th and 19th centuries in Western 
Europe and North America, the history 
of media regulation was one of strug-
gle against restrictions on publication 
waged in the name of political freedom 
and human rights, but also on behalf 
of the printing trades and industries, 
including the rights of authors. A new 
dimension to regulation was added by 
the invention of new media during the 
nineteenth century. Advancements in 
technology have fundamentally changed 
the way the media industry operates. 
Consumers and media platforms alike 
have shifted online, with far-reaching 
consequences. The digitalization of 
the media industry has been driven by 
changing consumer behaviour and ex-
pectations, especially among younger 
generations who demand instant access 
to content, anytime, anywhere. Digital 
has become so important that the bound-
ary between the media and technology 
industries has broken down. This has 
implications for both traditional media 
companies and digitally native start-ups. 
Few people would disagree that infor-
mation is pivotal for a democratic, free 

society. As is often said, a free press is 
essential for a free society.  Journalism 
ethics and standards describe the prin-
ciples of ethics and certainly good 
practice journalists adopt in response 
to specific challenges. Historically and 
currently, journalists consider the sub-
set of media ethics as their professional 
“code of ethics” or “canons of journal-
ism”. These basic codes and canons com-
monly appear in statements drafted by 
professional journalism associations and 
individual print, broadcast, and online 
news organizations. While various exist-
ing codes have some differences, most 
share common elements: notably, the 
principles of truthfulness, accuracy, ob-
jectivity, impartiality, fairness and pub-
lic accountability as they apply to the 
acquisition of newsworthy information 
and its subsequent dissemination to the 
public. The standards and practices of 
quality journalism are complex, numer-
ous and dynamic, and are implemented 
differently by different journalists and 
different news organizations under dif-
ferent circumstances on different pieces 
of journalism.  Practicing journalism 
is complicated and nuanced. Still, the 
general purpose behind the standards 
is the same: to produce the most accu-
rate, fair and useful information possi-
ble. In a democracy media ideally should 
be self-regulatory. If Pakistan is going 
to reform its regulatory system for the 
media, it should address key substan-
tive flaws with the system. A strong 
commitment should be made to ensure 
that any regulatory body is strictly in-
dependent of government, as well as the 
media sector(s) that it is responsible for 
regulation. There is need to set new laws 
in cooperation with all the stakehold-
ers. An amalgamated approach should 

be emulated. Any codes should not be 
set out in the law itself but should be 
left to be developed by the oversight 
body, in close consultation with media 
actors and other interested stakehold-
ers. Policy should be reviewed so as to 
address technical flaws and inconsist-
encies, leading to a tighter and clearer 
document.  The idea of bringing the 
print and broadcast media under the 
purview of a single regulatory should 
be reconsidered. Far more careful 
thought should be given to how to ad-
dress digital/social media.  The scope of 
the mandate of regulatory authority in 
terms of foreign media should be clari-
fied and its mandate should at least not 
extend to foreign digital/social media. 
Media regulation would include regula-
tion of conduct, structure or content of 
media. Regulation would prohibit libel 
and defamation, would set up provision 
regarding national security, obscenity, 
blasphemy, sedition promoted via the 
media, regarding the contents of films. 
Media regulation would also help in 
protecting privacy laws, laws concern-
ing intellectual property rights, and pro-
hibitions against incitement to violence 
or racial hatred, pornography etc. Need 
for regulating the press is also important 
in terms of moderating or supervising 
the credibility of the information that 
is published. News that has been dis-
played on television or published in a 
newspaper should be factual and based 
on actual happening; it should be a justi-
fied interpretation of the event and not 
“point of view” of what has happened.
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Alec Baldwin slapped with 'negligence suit' over fatal 'Rust' shooting; 
armourer Hannah Gutierrez-Reed claims she is being framed

NEW YORK
US actor Alec Baldwin is being sued 
by a "Rust" crew member over the 
fatal on-set shooting of a cinema-
tographer last month, lawyers said 
Wednesday. The negligence suit also 
names armourer Hannah Gutierrez-
Reed, who claimed through her legal 
representatives that she was being 
"framed" for the death of Halyna 
Hutchins.The low-budget movie's 
chief lighting technician Serge 
Svetnoy says in the lawsuit that the 
accidental killing "was caused by 
the negligent acts and omissions" 
of lead actor and producer Baldwin 
and others. 'Rust' assistant direc-
tor who handed Alec Baldwin gun 
that killed Halyna Hutchins hopes 
for changes in film industry"Simply 
put, there was no reason for a live 
bullet to be placed in that .45 Colt 
revolver or to be present anywhere 
on the 'Rust' set, and the presence 
of a bullet in a revolver posed a 
lethal threat to everyone in its vi-

cinity," the suit, submitted to a Los 
Angeles court, says. Baldwin, as-
sistant director Dave Halls and 
Gutierrez-Reed did not follow film 
industry practice on the handling 
of weapons and "allowed a revolver 
loaded with live ammunition to be 
pointed at living persons," the suit 
alleges. Cinematographer Hutchins 
was shot and killed as Baldwin re-
hearsed a scene on the 19th-century 

western in which he fires a gun at the 
camera.  'She was my friend' - Alec 
Baldwin mourns cinematographer 
The Emmy-winner was handed the 
firearm by Halls, who declared it 
"cold" -- industry lingo for an inert 
weapon. Halls later told investiga-
tors he had not fully checked it. The 
live bullet passed through Hutchins 
and hit director Joel Souza in the 
shoulder. Svetnoy, who had worked 
with Hutchins on a number of pre-
vious films said he was close when 
Baldwin fired the gun on October 
21. He felt a "strange and terrifying 
whoosh" as the bullet flew past him, 
and he was hit in the face by gun-
powder and "residual materials." The 
suit describes how he had rushed to 
help his friend as she lay dying on 
the ground.  Dwayne Johnson says 
no to use of real guns on set after 
tragedy on Alec Baldwin's 'Rust' sets 
"As he held her, he noticed that the 
hand placed behind her back was be-
coming wet with her blood," it says. 

"The next 20-30 minutes felt like the 
longest of plaintiff 's life as he tried 
to aid and comfort Ms. Hutchins, 
watching helplessly as her con-
sciousness faded inexorably away." 
As the film's armourer, 24-year-old 
Gutierrez-Reed was responsible for 
firearms and ammunition.In a state-
ment issued Wednesday, her lawyers 
insisted again she did not know why 
there was a live round on the set."We 
are asking for a full and complete in-
vestigation of all of the facts, includ-
ing the live rounds themselves, how 
they ended up in the 'dummies' box, 
and who put them in there," attorney 
Jason Bowles said."We are convinced 
that this was sabotage and Hannah 
is being framed. We believe that the 
scene was tampered with as well 
before the police arrived." Bowles 
said Gutierrez-Reed had met again 
with investigators from the Santa Fe 
County Sheriff, and had "offered to 
share additional, critical informa-
tion" with them.

'We lost festive savings in family 
WhatsApp scam'

DUBLIN
A grandfather has told of how he 
lost money saved for Christmas 
presents after his family were duped 
by fraudsters on WhatsApp. The 
75-year-old, who wished to remain 
anonymous, said they had been 
tricked by criminals posing as his 
grand-daughter on the messaging 
service. He transferred £1,550 to 
the con-artists, for an emergency 
medical bill  that was a fake. 
WhatsApp and trading standards 

officers are warning others of the 
scam. 'You feel a fool'Fraudsters 
posing as the young student sent a 
message to her father, saying she 
had a case of haemorrhoids that 
she was embarrassed to talk about. 
Subsequent messages suggested 
that she needed money for private 
medical care and asked for the money 
to be transferred directly. The correct 
spelling of her unusual name helped 
convince the family it was genuine, 
and her grandfather agreed to pay 
the supposed bill. Attempts to contact 
her directly failed, as the calls went 
straight to an answerphone. Only 
after the money was paid did they 
get through to her, and realised they 
had been tricked. "You feel such a 
fool," her grandfather said. "I was 
angry that I was able to be duped. 
"You get used to these scam calls, but 
they are getting quite clever. I used 
to run my own business, so if they 
can fool people like me, a lot of very 
vulnerable people will be in trouble."

MANCHESTER
A US boy born at 21 weeks and a 
day weighing under a pound has 
been certified as the world's most 
premature baby to survive. Curtis 
Means was delivered in Birmingham, 
Alabama, last year weighing just 
420g (14.8 ounces). Guinness World 
Records confirmed that Curtis, who 
is now thriving at 16 months old, set 
the new record. A full-term preg-
nancy is usually 40 weeks, making 
Curtis nearly 19 weeks premature. 
His mother, Michelle Butler, went 
into labour and rushed to hospital 
on 4 July 2020 as Independence Day 
fireworks filled the night sky. The boy 
and his mother and doctor  Curtis 
with his mum Mihelle Butler (left) 
and with neonatologist Dr Brian Sims 
(right) She gave birth to twins, Curtis 
and C'Asya, at lunchtime the next day. 
C'Asya died a day later. The hospital 

said it typically offers parents com-
passionate care in such situations, al-
lowing them to hold their tiny infants 
for what little time they may have left 
together. But with a less than one per 
cent chance of survival, Curtis clung 
on in intensive care.He was taken off 
a ventilator after three months and 
discharged this April following 275 
days in hospital. Therapists had to 
help him learn how to breathe and 
use his mouth to eat.Curtis still needs 
supplemental oxygen and a feed-
ing tube Mrs Butler, of rural Eutaw, 
Alabama, said in a statement: "Being 
able to finally take Curtis home and 
surprise my older children with 
their younger brother is a moment I 
will always remember." Curtis - who 
has three older siblings - still needs 
supplemental oxygen and a feeding 
tube, but doctors say he is in good 
health. Dr Brian Sims, the University 

of Alabama at Birmingham neona-
tologist who oversaw the delivery, 
told Guinness World Records: "I've 
been doing this almost 20 years, but 
I've never seen a baby this young 
be as strong as he was. There was 

something special about Curtis." 
The proud mother with her record-
breaking son and the certificateCur-
tis shaved 24 hours off the previous 
record, which was held by Wisconsin 
baby Richard Hutchinson, who was 

born just a month beforehand at 21 
weeks and two days.  Before Richard, 
the record had remained unbroken 
for 34 years, having previously been 
held by a baby boy born in Ottawa, 
Canada, at 21 weeks and five days.

The author is an independent researcher and 
Alumnus of Quaid-e-Azam University. His 
areas of interest are International Relations, 

Geo-politics and Maritime Affairs

Hammad Waleed is a student of international relations in 
Islamabad with an avid interest in foreign policy analysis, 

military affairs and discourse awnalysis.

On November 12, 1954, Ellis Island, 
the gateway to America, shuts it 
doors after processing more than 

12 million immigrants since opening 
in 1892. Today, tens of millions of 
Americans can trace their roots through 
Ellis Island, located in New York Harbor 
off the New Jersey coast and named 
for merchant Samuel Ellis, who owned 
the land in the 1770s.On January 2, 
1892, 15-year-old Annie Moore, from 
Ireland, became the first person to pass 
through the newly opened Ellis Island, 
which President Benjamin Harrison 
designated as America’s first federal 
immigration center in 1890. Before 
that time, the processing of immigrants 
had been handled by individual states.
Not all immigrants who sailed into New 

York had to go through Ellis Island. First- 
and second-class passengers submitted 
to a brief shipboard inspection and 
then disembarked at the piers in New 
York or New Jersey, where they passed 
through customs. People in third class, 
though, were transported to Ellis 
Island, where they underwent medical 
and legal inspections to ensure they 

didn’t have a contagious disease or 
some condition that would make them 
a burden to the government. Only two 
percent of all immigrants were denied 
entrance into the U.S.SEE MORE: 20 
Ellis Island Immigration Photos That 
Capture the Hope and Diversity of 
New ArrivalsRuthenian-Ellis Island 
immigrants-NYPL-510d47da-dc92-
a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99.001.g20 
Immigration to Ellis Island peaked 
between 1892 and 1924, during which 
time the 3.3-acre island was enlarged 
with landfill (by the 1930s it reached its 
current 27.5-acre size) and additional 
buildings were constructed to handle the 
massive influx of immigrants. During the 
busiest year of operation, 1907, over 1 
million people were processed at Ellis 

IslandWith America’s entrance into 
World War I, immigration declined and 
Ellis Island was used as a detention 
center for suspected enemies. Following 
the war, Congress passed quota laws 
and the Immigration Act of 1924, 
which sharply reduced the number of 
newcomers allowed into the country and 
also enabled immigrants to be processed 
at U.S. consulates abroad. After 1924, 
Ellis Island switched from a processing 
center to serving other purposes, 
such as a detention and deportation 
center, a hospital for wounded soldiers 
during World War II and a Coast Guard 
training center. In November 1954, the 
last detainee, a Norwegian merchant 
seaman, was released and Ellis Island 
officially closed.

November 12, 1954 Ellis Island closes

Alabama boy certified as world's most premature baby

The Author is Associate Editor at Melange 
International Magazine, sub-editor at The 

Asian Telegraph

SAIMA ZAMAN
Water Crisis in Pakistan  

Amid the rising population and climate change, the avail-
ability of freshwater is becoming worrisome in South Asia, 
particularly in Pakistan, which may face absolute water 
scarcity by 2040. According to the Washington-based 
magazine, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) has 
placed Pakistan at the "third" position in the list of coun-

tries facing acute water scarcity. Moreover, the per capita availability 
of fresh water in Pakistan has fallen below the water scarcity threshold 
(1,000 cubic meters), which was 3,950 cubic meters in 1961 and 1600 in 
1991. Many experts fear that the per capita availability of fresh water in 
Pakistan will further decline to 860 cubic meters by 2025 and the coun-
try may reach absolute water scarcity by 2040. The decline can also be 
attributed to the rising population, as, for instance, the population has 
increased from 46 million in 1961 to over 200 million today. Pakistan’s 
current water situation is untenable. In the last two years, the issue has 
gained national prominence and urgency. Scarcity and monopolies over 
water resources are both potential flashpoints for conflict, and poli-
cies must be enacted to prevent climate- and resource-related conflict. 
Recent public outcry around the issue has created an impetus for the 
government to act. This presents a unique opportunity: financial invest-
ments to back prudent solutions can help provide Pakistan’s population 
equitable access to water and prevent a water crisis. The government 
needs to wake up and realize the gravity of this issue before the country 
runs completely dry. It must take appropriate steps, such as, building 
multipurpose dams, strengthening existing reservoirs, formulation of 
trustworthy and clear-cut policies that have a population-based distribu-
tion of water, and, last but not least, stopping water losses from seep-
age. The federal and provincial governments have shown a willingness 
to introduce policies and legislation to address serious problems. This 
momentum can be harnessed by financial investments in well-thought-
out policy recommendations that can help Pakistan’s government ensure 
water security and equity and avoid a crisis.

India's Afghan Moot: A 
Non-Starter 

India hosted a regional summit to discuss the ongoing situation in 
Afghanistan following the fall of the democratically-elected gov-
ernment and the subsequent Taliban takeover of the country on 
Wednesday. The conference is being chaired by India's National 
Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval and his counterparts from Iran, 
Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan and Tajikistan attended 

the conference. China and Pakistan were also invited, but did not attend the 
India-convened security dialogue on Afghanistan because of “scheduling rea-
sons”, and China joins close ally Pakistan in skipping the meet. On the other 
hand, no delegation from Afghanistan was invited. The Regional Summit on 
Afghanistan in New Delhi failed to achieve the Indian objective of indirectly 
raising the bogey of terrorism in Afghanistan as a separate statement is-
sued by Russia did not highlight the areas pointed by the host country. Two 
statements, with varying content, were released by Russia and India after 
the New Delhi Regional Summit on Afghanistan showing differences in their 
stance on certain issues. New Delhi focused on the “threats arising from 
terrorism, radicalization and drug trafficking” in Afghanistan, according to 
the “Delhi Declaration”. Out of the 12 points discussed at the meeting, four 
were related to extremism, terrorism, radicalization and drug trafficking in 
Afghanistan, while “humanitarian concerns” were the last in order of prior-
ity in a statement released at the end of the meeting by the Indian Ministry 
of External Affairs. However, interestingly, and in a rare move, Russia also 
issued its statement, which showed divergent views on at least five areas. 
Moeed Yusuf, the NSA of Pakistan, took a leaf from Neorealism to expose 
India for what it is, and what it has been plotting by simply saying a ‘no’ to 
the invitation. China and Pakistan have called a spade a spade.
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Tom Hardy, Channing 
Tatum to star in 

Hollywood film on 
Afghanistan evacuation

DUBAI
 Actors Tom Hardy and Channing Tatum are team-
ing up for a new film by Universal Pictures about the 
Afghanistan evacuation, Deadline reported. Written by 
US screenwriter George Nolfi, the movie will tell true 
stories about three former special forces team mem-
bers who joined their Afghan counterparts to rescue 
families and allies left behind following the rapid fall 
of Afghanistan in August.nDetails about Hardy and 
Tatum’s characters have not yet been revealed. (AFP)
Hardy and Tatum will star in and produce the new pro-
ject but details about their characters have not yet been 
revealed.In August, there were chaotic scenes outside 
Hamid Karzai International Airport in Kabul as crowds 
of people massed there hoping to flee the country after 
the Taliban takeover.

Salma Hayek discusses 
her Lebanese heritage, 

political correctness

DUBAI
 Jordan jEver since she was a little girl, Salma Hayek — 
actress, producer, philanthropist, and all-around global 
superstar — has felt a strong connection to her Arab 
roots. Though she grew up in Mexico, far from the small 
village of Baabdat, Lebanon, which her family left years 
earlier, her father and grandparents never let her forget 
where they came from, and the values that entails. “I was 
raised and I was educated, like all Lebanese people are 
educated, to give back to Lebanon, to be a brotherhood. 
We are raised so that when we encounter a Lebanese per-
son in life, we immediately come together,” says Hayek. 
In her house growing up, she was raised on Arabic food, 
handed the writings of Khalil Gibran by her grandfather, 
and taught about what her Arab identity meant.Salma 
Hayek with husband Francois-Henri Pinault and their 
daughter Valentina Paloma Pinault in France. (Getty)“I 
probably had Kibbeh before I had tacos,” she jokes. Her 
background was diverse, and she embraced the rich-
ness of what that meant, both in her Latin roots and her 
Middle Eastern ones, even as she moved to the US from 
Mexico to pursue a career in entertainment, eventually 
becoming a naturalized citizen. As much as the richness 
of her heritage made her who she was, that identity led 
her down a hard road in a town such as Hollywood, a 
town in which the faces that were most easily embraced 
were the ones that conformed to a different standard. 
“You have to understand, I am Mexican-Arab in America. 
It’s a tough one. I’m not British.In her house growing up, 
she was raised on Arabic food, handed the writings of 
Khalil Gibran by her grandfather, and taught about what 
her Arab identity meant. (Supplied)he has persevered, 
however, and made a significant contribution to a wider 
acceptance not only of ethnic diversity, but of women 
in roles traditionally held by men in the industry. Take 
her 2015 passion project “The Prophet,” an animation 
based on the famous work by Gibran that Hayek pro-
duced (as well as voicing one of the characters).“It’s not 
a religious book, it’s poetic and philosophical. It’s a book 
written by an Arabic man, which unites all religions,” 
Hayek told the Guardian of the film. “That itself I think is 
important.”“Through this book I got to know my grand-
father, through this book I got to have my grandfather 
teaching me about life,” she told Reuters at the film’s 
premiere in Beirut. “For me, this is a love letter to my 
heritage. Between all the connections of our ancestors 
and the memories of the ones that are no longer with 
us, I hope they are proud of this film, because I did it 
also for them.” Hayek’s father went to Beirut with her for 
the premiere, and together they went on an “emotional 
journey” to Baabdat — their ancestral village.

US-Palestinian come-
dian Mo Amer signs two 

deals with Netflix

LOS ANGELES
US-Palestinian stand-up comedian Mohammed 
Amer, who goes by the name Mo Amer, is team-
ing up with Netflix for two new shows. The 
streaming service will premier a stand-up 
comedy series on Nov. 30 entitled “Mo Amer: 
Mohammed in Texas.” Amer discusses pan-
demic politics, the stock market, the spread 
of Arab culture in the West — including the 
hookah, hummus and the proliferations of bi-
dets – and more.The second production will 
be a scripted comedy series with US-Egyptian 
actor Ramy Youssef. The work’s title and re-
lease date are yet to be announced. Amer plays 
the role of Mo Najjar, a Palestinian refugee 
who is lost between two cultures and three 
languages. His family — including his mother, 
sister and older brother — flee to Houston, 
Texas. The actor is famous for his role in the 
award-winning Hulu sitcom “Ramy,” in which 
he stars as Youssef ’s Muslim cousin who owns 
a diner. Amer also has a Netflix comedy special 
called “Mo Amer: The Vagabond.”

Bureau Report
LONDON 

A former Australian interna-
tional speaking before Thursday’s 
big game in Sydney between the 
Socceroos and Saudi Arabia had 
been dismissive of the visitors’ 
chances. They might have won all 
four games in Group B going into 
the game, he thought, but they 
didn’t like playing the physical and 
aggressive Australians, as three de-
feats in three games down under 
had shown. So the 0-0 draw was a 
better result for the visitors than 
the hosts.As the teams came out 
amid the pouring rain on Thursday, 
Saudi fans watching back home 
could have been forgiven for feeling 

some trepidation. After two years 
of football that had taken place ex-
clusively in the Middle East, these 
were very foreign conditions for 
the Green Falcons — quite cool and 
very wet. It was the toughest test so 
far in this World Cup qualification, 
playing away against a team whose 
October defeat in Japan had ended 
a run of 11 successive wins. It was 

a test that was passed in style. This 
was a mature, aggressive and intel-
ligent performance that showed the 
improvements that the team have 
made under coach Herve Renard. 
The first few minutes were nervy 
with the Saudis struggling to live 
with the tempo set by the home 
side but they soon settled down. 
Here was a team that was pressur-
ing the Australians, getting stuck in 
and chasing them down. Here was 
a team that looked resilient and, 
if you can match the Socceroos in 
terms of work-rate and physical-
ity, then the technical ability and 
the likes of Salem Al-Dossari and 
Salman Al-Faraj are always going 
to give you a chance. 

Bureau Report
ISLAMABAD

Former Pakistan captain Inzamamul 
Haq has cautioned the Men in Green 
ahead of their T20 World Cup semi-
final clash against Australia in 
Dubai.  While speaking on his offi-
cial YouTube channel, the legendary 
batter termed Pakistan as favourites 
among the two but feels Australia is 
a big match team and one cannot 
take them lightly. "Australia is a big 
match team," said Inzamam. "The 
bigger the match, the better they 
play. Pakistan will have to play good 
cricket to beat them.”  ALSO READ: 
Pakistan need to improve scoring-
rate in first ten overs: Inzamam 
Meanwhile, Inzamam thinks that 
Pakistan batters are looking in great 
touch apart from Fakhar Zaman 
while Aussies have their in-form bat-
ters at the top only.  "After the India-
Pakistan clash, this match is the 
biggest among all. Both teams are 

playing superb cricket but Pakistan 
hold an advantage as most of their 
batters are in form while Australia 
have David Warner, captain Aaron 
Finch and Mitchell Marsh are bat-
ting well. Their middle-order have 
not been in great form lately," he 

added. It must be noted that the win-
ner of tonight's game will face New 
Zealand in the final on November 14. 
Blackcaps thumped England by five 
wickets in the first semi-final and 
qualified for their first-ever T20 
World Cup final.

Bureau Report
KARACHI

Bears on Thursday gripped the Pakistan Stock 
Exchange as a dip in international stock markets, 
driven by inflationary fears, impacted trading at 
the local bourse. Inflation in the US soared to a 
30-year high, which renewed fears of a further 
hike in global prices of commodities and trig-
gered stock selling in the international markets. 
Its trickle-down effect was felt in Pakistan as well 
where the benchmark KSE 100-share Index shed 
282 points in a lacklustre session.On the domestic 
front, there was no respite from the rupee’s fall as 
it lost more ground and inched closer to the all-
time low touched in late October 2021.Investors 
were discouraged by the stalemate in negotiations 
between Pakistan and the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) over the resumption of $6 billion loan 
programme and offloaded their holdings.Earlier, 
the trading session kicked off on a positive note, 
however, selling pressure pulled it down and the 
market was trading with minor ups and downs 
towards midday. Acceleration in profit-taking to-
wards the end of trading dragged the index into 
the red zone and as a result it closed with a mod-
est loss. At close, the benchmark KSE-100 index 
recorded a decrease of 281.70 points, or 0.6%, to 
settle at 46,348.18.Arif Habib Limited, in its report, 

stated that the market opened on a positive note 
but remained dull in the first half of the session. 
Concerns over inflation and weakening of Pakistani 
rupee against the US dollar created uncertainly, 
preventing investors from taking fresh positions, 
which eventually resulted in profit-booking on 
last day positions in the second half of the ses-
sion. Stock accumulation was witnessed in the 
banking sector as market participants expected 
a rate hike in the upcoming monetary policy. The 
market continued to trade sideways and regis-
tered hefty volumes in third-tier stocks. On the 
flip side, institutional activity remained lacklustre, 
the report said. JS Global analyst Waqar Iqbal said 

that Thursday’s session began on a positive note 
where the market saw an intra-day high of 46,844, 
up 214 points. However, the index failed to sustain 
the momentum in later hours after the rupee was 
reported at Rs173.8 against the dollar, which pulled 
the index down to close at 46,348.Total traded 
volumes stood at 269 million shares with Ghani 
Global Holdings (-3.2%), Service Fabrics (+5.7%), 
Telecard Limited (-1.8%), TPL Properties (-1.3%) 
and Waves (-2.9%) being the highest contribu-
tors. “In the coming days, the market’s direction 
will likely be contingent on the outcome of IMF 
negotiations,” the analyst said. Overall trading vol-
umes dropped to 269.5 million shares compared 
with Wednesday’s tally of 320.3 million. The value 
of shares traded during the day was Rs9.5 billion.
Shares of 352 companies were traded. At the end of 
the day, 95 stocks closed higher, 232 declined and 
25 remained unchanged. Ghani Global Holdings 
was the volume leader with 30.2 million shares, 
losing Rs1.05 to close at Rs32.19. It was followed 
by Service Fabrics with 20.5 million shares, gaining 
Rs0.65 to close at Rs12.09 and Telecard Limited XB 
with 14.3 million shares, losing Rs0.34 to close at 
Rs18.97. Foreign institutional investors were net 
sellers of Rs368.4 million worth of shares during 
the trading session, according to data compiled by 
the National Clearing Company of Pakistan

Bureau Report
LONDON

As US aircraft maker Boeing finishes 
celebrating the tenth anniversary of 
its landmark 787 Dreamliner, it now 
weighs up what the easing of the 
pandemic will mean for air travel 
across the Middle East and the rest of 
the world. More sustainable aviation 
is a big focus of the company as more 
passengers are questioning their 
business travel requirements, and 
more of them are concerned about 
cutting emissions as many countries 
are racing this year to set their net zero 
carbon targets. In the Middle East, the 
171 787 Dreamliner aircraft, operated 
by 14 airlines, are already helping the 
region grow, while keeping the skies 
clean, Randy Heisey, Boeing managing 
director of commercial marketing for 

the Middle East and Africa told Arab 
News ahead of Dubai Air Show that 
starts next week. The 787 has helped 
Middle East and African airlines 
open 74 new point-to-point routes 
to and from the region to date. The 
Dreamliner has also helped airlines 
in the Middle East and Africa save 130 
million barrels of fuel and related CO2 
emissions, while reducing fuel use 
and emissions by 20 to 25 percent 
compared to airplanes they replace, 
he added.

Bureau Report
ABU DHAB

Using crypto assets  as 
c u r re n c y  i s  p ro h i b i te d 
for Muslims, according to 
Indonesia’s council of religious 
leaders.  The National Ulema 
Council, (MUI) has deemed 
cryptocurrency as forbidden as 
it has elements of uncertainty, 
wagering and harm, Asrorun 
Niam Sholeh, head of religious 
decrees, said on Thursday after 
the council held an expert 
hearing, Bloomberg reported. If 
cryptocurrency as a commodity 
or digital asset can abide by 
Shariah's tenets and can show 
a clear benefit, then it can be 
traded, he added.  While the 

decision does not mean that 
all cryptocurrency trading in 
Indonesia will be halted, the 
decree may deter Muslims 
from investing in the assets 
and make local institutions 
reconsider issuing crypto 
assets. The Bank of Indonesia 
has also been considering 
issuing a central bank digital 
currency, and no decision has 
been announced yet.

How Boeing 787 helps Middle East 
airlines to grow more sustainably 

post-pandemic

Crypto forbidden for Muslims, 
Indonesia’s National Religious 

Council rules

No 
breakthrough 

with IMF on SBP 
autonomy issue

Bureau Report
LONDON

The second round of dialogue between 
Law Minister Dr Farogh Naseem and 
International Monetary Fund mission chief 
for Pakistan Ernesto Ramirez Rigo for the 
revival of its $6 billion Extended Fund 
Facility (EFF) ended inconclusively, as both 
sides could not agree on a new consensus 
draft of the State Bank of Pakistan 
(Amendment) Bill, 2021. The meeting, 
held on Tuesday, lasted about an hour in 
which Pakistan proposed that the federal 
government would retain the right to set 
policy direction and give inflation targets to 
the central bank, The draft bill, which was 
approved by the cabinet, was silent on the 
question of the inflation target. The SBP bill 
appears to be an attempt to consolidate 
power in the name of autonomy.The 
finance ministry on Wednesday gave the 
final read to its position vis-à-vis the SBP 
amendment bill while keeping in mind the 
discussions that took place with the IMF a 
day earlier, the constitutional requirements, 
and the prevailing legal framework, they 
added. “The position will be shared with 
the IMF mission chief and on the basis 
of it a final meeting on the subject of the 
SBP bill will take place soon.”Read IMF 
seeks closure of public entities’ accounts 
in banks Sources said the IMF mission chief 
asked the Pakistani team to provide details 
about the clauses of the bill that were ultra 
vires of the Constitution and laws, like the 
Companies Act of 2017. The sources said 
that the IMF mission chief’s hands were 
also tied as the IMF board would seek 
implementation of the loan conditions 
agreed upon at the time of the 5th review 
of the programme.

Bureau Report
DUBAI

 Saudi Almunajem Foods Co. appointed HSBC 
Saudi Arabia as a financial advisor, bookrunner, 
lead manager, and underwriter for its potential 
initial public offering of 30 percent of its shares, 
or 18 million, on Saudi stock exchange Tadawul, 
it said today in a filing. Almunajem Foods, which 
specializes in the import, marketing, and distri-
bution of frozen, chilled, and dried food, an-
nounced on November 7 the completion of its 
expansion of a factory in Jeddah, in response 
to the growth of demand for meat and poultry 
in Saudi Arabia. Almunajem imports more than 
250,000 metric ton per year of food from over 
60 international well-known food producers, it 
saidThe company is laying down three main pil-
lars of growth to enhance profits and revenues, 
the CEO of the AlMunajim food company said in 
an interview with Alarabiya. The first pillar is 
to expand the range of new products, the sec-
ond is to improve sales channels and enhance 
the company's presence in the food sector in 
Saudi Arabia and the third pillar includes the 

integration of products by exploring new op-
portunities.Thamer Abanumai indicated that 
the company hoped that by offering its shares 
in the Saudi market it would institutionalize the 
company, enhance its value and its brands, and 
diversify sources of funding for future growth 
and expansion. He explained that the food sec-
tor in the Kingdom is burgeoning, with the pace 
of growth expected to increase due to economic 
diversification and incentives by the govern-
ment with the support of initiatives such as the 
Quality of Life Initiative, promoting tourism, Hajj 

and Umrah programs, and localizing jobs.  He 
expected the company's business to continue to 
grow in the coming years by 4.6 percent to reach 
a value of SR272 billion ($72.5 billion) in 2024. 
The company currently has a sales value of SR2.5 
billion ($666 million) annually, he added. “We 
acted quickly and expanded our meat factory in 
Jeddah. The strong, long-term fundamentals in 
place in local food consumption are expected to 
outstrip demand, and our expansion will help 
fill some of that shortfall.” CEO of Almunajem, 
Thamer Bin Abdulaziz Abanumay said in a state-

Saudi Almunajem Food Co., appoints HSBC 
Saudi Arabia for its IPO

Bureau Report
SAO PAULO

Max Verstappen is hoping to avoid 
any 'sprint weekend heartache' and 
move within sight, if not reach, of 
claiming the Formula One world 
championship at this weekend's 
Brazilian Grand Prix.  After win-
ning last Sunday's Mexican race, 
Red Bull's series leader has a 19-
point advantage ahead of defend-
ing seven-time champion Lewis 
Hamilton, but he knows that lead 
can be overturned if he fails to fin-
ish. He knows, too, that at the last 
two events where a Saturday sprint 
race was included, the embattled 
pair collided in the main contest 
and he was unable to continue, 
or score any points. At the British 
Grand Prix at Silverstone in July, 
their high-speed opening lap colli-
sion resulted in Verstappen crash-
ing out and being taken to hospital 
for observation while Hamilton 
claimed victory for Mercedes. 
In Italy, two months later, they 
tangled again with Verstappen's 
car climbing across the trapped 
Hamilton's cockpit. Both were 
eliminated and the bad feelings 
between the teams following the 
first crash were revived in more 
acrimonious exchanges. "It's dif-
ficult to say how competitive we 
are going to be in Brazil," said the 
Dutchman. "We won in 2019, but it 
was a close battle all the way and I 
expect something similar this time. 
"It's also a sprint race weekend.... 

I tend to do well in the sprint, but 
then I get bad race results so this 
time let's try and turn it around." 
The sprawling Interlagos circuit, 
with its undulating track and dip-
ping and bucking corners, has a his-
tory of incident-filled and dramatic 
races and is often run in very warm, 
humid and demanding conditions 
that test cars, drivers and their 
tempers to their limits. Verstappen 
won last time the race was run in 
2019 and Hamilton in 2016 and 
2018, but for the Briton it has not 
been a particularly happy hunting 
ground over the years although 
he claimed an emotional maiden 
title triumph by securing a last-
gasp fifth place in 2008. Following 
last weekend's resounding defeat, 
Hamilton needs a dose of the youth-
ful vim he demonstrated then to 
halt Verstappen's run of four con-
secutive wins to re-boot his fading 
title defence. He will need 'silver 
arrows' team-mate Valtteri Bottas 
to deliver something special too 
after taking pole last weekend, but 
failing to exploit it when he allowed 
Verstappen to sweep around him at 
turn one and go from third to first. 
That led to Red Bull's first-and-third 
result to move them within a point 
of Mercedes in the constructors' 
championship, a title the champion 
team has held for seven years. For 
team boss Toto Wolff, it is his first 
major challenge after a run of un-
broken success.

Market watch: KSE-100 falls owing to 
bearish global markets

'Australia is a big match team': Inzamam 
cautions Pakistan

Stalemate in Sydney keeps Saudi Arabia 
on course for world cup qualification

Verstappen hoping to 
avoid heartache
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The salt for such lamps is extracted from the 
Khewra Salt Mine, Punjab, which is the world's 

leading producer of Himalayan Pink Salt. It is 
also the world's second largest salt deposit with 

an estimated salt deposit of over one gigaton 
BEIJING

Himalayan rock salt and lamps showcased by 
Pakistani traders at the 4th China International 
Import Expo (CIIE) held in Shanghai attracted a 
big number of Chinese consumers. “You see, I have 
sold four batches in such a few days. On November 
6th alone, more than 50 salt lamps were sold to 
customers”, Mian Muhammad Zubair in charge of 
the Pak Persian Salt Lake booth told excitedly in 
fluent Chinese on the expo. It has been the second 
time that a paid a visit to the booth. Unlike last time, 
many salt lamps on the shelves have been labeled 
as “booked”, even the costly large one on the ground 
has been reserved for some generous clients. The salt 
for these lamps is exploited from Khewra Salt Mine, 
Punjab, which is also the world’s leading producer 

of Himalayan pink salt. As the second largest salt de-
posit in the world, the Khewra mine is estimated to 
have more than one billion tons of salt in store. Since 
mining started in 1838, more than 350,000 tons of 
rock salt with a purity of 98% have been produced 
annually. After being made into a wide range of prod-
ucts such as edible pink salt, salt lamps, bath salts, 
salt bricks, etc, they are exported to China, Britain, 
the United States and many other countries, making 
a name all over the world. According to Chinese cus-
toms, China imported RMB 12.2 million (Rs33 crore) 
worth of Himalayan rock salt in the first half of 2020. 

Financial assistance would be provided to tal-
ented and deserving female students to study 

abroad. All educational expenses would be 
borne by “Lal Haveli”: Sheikh Rashid

RAWALPINDI

Federal Minister for Interior Sheikh Rashid has said 
that the allies have reservations about the electoral re-
forms. Talking to media in Rawalpindi, Sheikh Rashid 
said that he was in favor of negotiations with TLP 
from day one. He added that he is not aware of con-
tents of the recent agreement between TLP and the 
government and will know its details when govern-
ment decides to make it public. Minister for Interior 
Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed on Thursday said that a “Lal 
Haveli” scholarship programme would be launched to 
provide financial assistance to deserving and talented 
female students to study abroad. Addressing the par-
ticipants of a function after inaugurating Dr AQ Khan 
Hall at Government Associate College for women Dhoke 
Mangtal he said,”We are contemplating to raise a fund 
to launch a scholarship programme. Financial assis-

tance would be provided to talented and deserving fe-
male students to study abroad. All educational expenses 
would be borne by “Lal Haveli”, he added. The minister 
said that a beautiful college would also be established 
in Dhoke Dalal at cost of Rs350 million. A case regard-
ing land proposed for the college to be heard on Nov 
22 in the court, he said and urged the female students 
to pray for the success so that a beautiful college could 
be established in Dhoke Dalal that would be my last 
project for female education, he added. The minister 
said that difficulties were faced to establish Government 
Associate College for Women Dhoke Mangtal as some 
elements were creating hurdles.

Pakistan supports inclusive 
settlement for Afghanistan: 

Amb. Asad Majeed

Babar Awan urges 
opposition parties to avoid 
politicizing reforms agenda

ISLAMABAD    
Foreign Minister, Shah Mahmood Qureshi has urged 
the international community to come forward to 
stop ongoing serious human rights violations in 
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir and 
save the oppressed Kashmiris from tyranny of Indian 
occupation forces. He was addressing the joint press 
conference along with OIC's Special Envoy on Jammu 
and Kashmir Yousef Aldobeay in Islamabad this 
evening. The Foreign Minister said continuous Indian 
aggression and barbarism in Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir has inflicted heavy loss on the 
economy of innocent Kashmiris. He said due to Indian 
illegal steps of 5th August 2019, Kashmiri people 
have suffered huge economic loss as it destroyed 
their tourism as well. Reaffirming Pakistan's support 
to Kashmiris' struggle, he said visit of OIC's special 
envoy will help raise voice of innocent Kashmiri 
people at world's major forums. Condemning Indian 
illegal steps during the Coronavirus pandemic, 
the Foreign Minister expressed the hope that the 
upcoming OIC Foreign Minister's meeting to be held 
in Islamabad will become a source of strength for 
Kashmiri people's voice. Speaking on the occasion, 
the OIC special envoy on Jammu and Kashmir said 
his visit is aimed at observing ground reality of 
humanitarian issues in IIOJ&K. The final report will 

be presented to the OIC's Foreign Minister's meeting 
to be held in March next year. ISLAMABAD, Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi on Thursday said to 
avert economic collapse and civil war in Afghanistan, 
it was crucial for the international community to 
‘avoid repeating mistakes of the past’ and pursue 
a positive engagement. Addressing at the opening 
session of 9th meeting of Troika Plus, the foreign 
minister said the engagement with Afghanistan was 
important as nobody wished to see a relapse into 
civil war and an economic collapse to spur instability. 
He addressed, Special Representatives of China, 
Pakistan, Russia and US, Distinguished delegates; I 
welcome you all to Islamabad at the 9th meeting of 
Troika Plus. Your presence here reflects our common 
desire to see a peaceful, stable, unified, sovereign 
and prosperous Afghanistan. I wish you success in 
your deliberations today. Distinguished delegates, 
The Troika Plus is meeting after a gap of 3 months. 
During this period, Afghanistan has gone through a 
fundamental transformation. A new administration 
is functioning in Kabul; interim cabinet was 
instituted and a massive evacuation was carried 
out by the international community. The redeeming 
factors were: no bloodshed; much dreaded mass 
exodus of new refugees did not occur; encouraging 
announcement from Taliban on future step and, most 

importantly, international community has remained 
engaged. The engagement with Afghanistan must not 
only continue but should be enhanced for multiple 
reasons. Nobody wishes to see a relapse into civil 
war, no one wants an economic collapse that will 
spur instability; everyone wants terrorist elements 
operating inside Afghanistan to be tackled effectively 
and; we all want to prevent a new refugee crisis. All 
of us have common concerns related to Afghanistan 
and also have a shared interest in the country’s 
peace and stability. And to bring that about, is a 
shared responsibility. Distinguished delegates, In 
this situation, the Troika Plus has assumed greater 
significance and has a critical role to play. We are 
confident that Troika Plus’s engagement with the 
new Afghan government will help consolidate 
peace and stability, promote sustainable economic 
development and help constrict space for terrorist 
outfits operating from and within Afghanistan. 
Distinguished Delegates, Today, Afghanistan stands at 
the brink of an economic collapse. With international 
funding dried up, it has become difficult to pay even 
salaries, let alone pursue development projects. The 
common man is reeling under the effects of a severe 
drought. Any further downward slide will severely 
limit the new administration’s capacity to run the 
government.  VoM

Electoral Reforms  

Govt allies have reservations on 
electoral reforms: Sheikh Rashid

 CIIE  

Himalayan rock salt lamps attract 
Chinese consumers at China Import Expo

Pakistan provides liberal policies for 
investment in all sectors of the eco-
nomy for foreign and local investors

WASHINGTON
Pakistan’s Ambassador to the 
US, Asad Majeed Khan, reaf-
firmed his government’s com-
mitment to economic reform 
and facilitating international in-
vestment at an event hosted by 
a group of leading American in-
vestors. Ambassador Khan, who 
was invited by the 20-20 Invest-
ment Association to the closing 
session of its annual meeting in 
Washington, said Pakistan pro-
vides attractive incentives and 
liberal policies for investment 
in all sectors of the economy for 
foreign and local investors. In 
this regard, he underlined Paki-
stan’s unique geo-strategic loca-
tion, vast human resources. The 
ambassador also highlighted 
Pakistani government’s vision 
for geo-economics that was an-
chored in greater intra-regional 
trade and connectivity. He re-
iterated Pakistan’s support for 
an inclusive political settlement 
in Afghanistan. However, it was 
also important to recognize Af-
ghanistan’s changed political 
reality and help the Afghan peo-
ple avert a humanitarian catas-
trophe that could have implica-
tions for the region and beyond. 
Ambassador stressed that Paki-
stan attached importance to its 
longstanding partnership with 
the United States. He said that 
Pakistan wanted to forge a rela-
tionship with the United States 
that was broad-based with a ro-
bust economic and trade pillar. 
He also identified areas in Paki-
stan’s economy, particularly 
its agriculture and technology 
sector, where the two countries 
could work together to achieve 
win-win outcomes.  VoM

Gov’t is serious about electoral 
reforms as it is keen to provide 

opportunity to overseas Pakistanis to 
participate in the polls

ISLAMABAD
Adviser to Prime Minister on Parliamentary Af-
fairs Dr. Babar Awan on Thursday said the gov-
ernment is committed to ensure legislation for 
national interest and welfare of the people in joint 
session of parliament which has been postponed 
for few days. The Adviser in a presser said the in-
cumbent federal government has reforms agenda 
for the welfare of people and it is ready to engage 
the opposition for negotiations on legislative pro-
posals to be tabled in joint session of Parliament. 
He said the government would make all possible 
efforts to develop consensus with the opposition 
on pro-public agenda and voting in Parliament 
would decide in case of any difference on it. He 
said that joint session has been postponed for 
time being and the opposition would be engaged 
to assist in legislation for national interests. He 
said that Speaker’s office and Ministry of Parlia-
mentary Affairs were contacted for joint session 
and it was agreed to talk with opposition on leg-
islation related to electoral reforms and welfare 
of public. Dr. Babar Awan said that a joint parlia-
mentary committee has been already constituted 
to consider the electoral reforms bill including 
the Elections (Amendment) Bill, 2021 and the 
Elections (Second Amendment) Bill, 2021. He 
elaborated the purpose of the bills and said the 
government only wants to conduct fair and trans-
parent Elections in the country He said that the 
government is serious about electoral reforms as 
it is keen to provide opportunity to overseas Paki-
stanis to participate in the polls. The government, 
he said, wanted to bring electoral reforms for 
the country and not for Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI). It is not for the first time that joint session 
has been summoned, he said adding that it was 
earlier summoned for legislation related to FATF 
as the several meetings were held with the oppo-
sition but it did not support the government for 
the purpose. Adviser to Prime Minister Dr. Babar 
Awan said that multiple bills have been referred 
to the joint session of parliament. These legisla-
tive proposals are of national importance and for 
protection of women, children rights, peasants’ 
and public welfare, he added.  VoM

Geopolitics 

Palestinian PM hopeful that US 
Consulate will reopen in Jerusalem

Global Market   

Dollar at 2021 high after         
hot U.S. inflation

U.S. consumer prices grew at their fastest 
annual pace since 1990 last month, data 
showed, and traders think the Federal 

Reserve could respond by lifting interest 
rates faster than peers in Europe and Japan.

 LONDON

The dollar hit 2021 highs against sterling 
and the euro on Thursday, while the yen 
was smarting from its sharpest drubbing 
in a month, after the hottest U.S. inflation 
reading in a generation fanned bets on rate 
hikes. U.S. consumer prices grew at their 
fastest annual pace since 1990 last month, 
data showed, and traders think the Federal 
Reserve could respond by lifting interest 
rates faster than peers in Europe and Japan.
The euro was pummeled, as the European 
Central Bank is seen lagging on policy tight-
ening, and it slipped further to $1.1465 on 
Thursday, its lowest since July 2020. It is 
without major chart support until around 
$1.12. Sterling was also marginally down 
at a fresh 11-month low on Thursday of 
$1.3393. The yen extended a sharp reversal 
of recent gains to 114.15 per dollar and the 
Australian and New Zealand dollars made 
one-month troughs. “The market is still 
conferring a degree of credibility on the 

Fed, that they are not going to allow very 
high inflation to persist indefinitely,” said 
National Australia Bank’s head of FX strat-
egy, Ray Attrill. Even if other central banks 
are eyeing similar moves, a dollar index 
move above 95 might prompt investors to 
get out of the way of a rising greenback, he 
added. “It’s quite a big level technically and 
if we can break up through that then there 
will be more people throwing in the towel.” 
The index ticked up to 95.002 on Thursday.
Emerging markets currencies have also 
suffered from the dollar’s broad rise, with 
MSCI’s EM currencies index making its 
sharpest drop in two months. The surge 
in Treasury yields, which rise when prices 
fall, has opened up the difference between 
five-year U.S. yields and yields at the same 
tenor in Japan and Germany to their widest 
- in favor of Treasuries - since early 2020.
Elsewhere on Thursday, Japanese whole-
sale inflation hit a four-decade high. A jobs 
report in Australia showed an unexpected 
rise in unemployment, though the timing 
of the report — in the midst of staggered 
lifting of pandemic lockdowns of big cit-
ies - made the figures difficult to interpret.
The Australian and New Zealand dollars 

nevertheless slipped, with the Aussie down 
0.4% at a one-month low of $0.7298 and 
the kiwi down 0.3% at $0.7038. Further 
dollar gains likely depend on clues about 
the Fed’s thinking, and on whether the in-
flation jump - which also sparked selling in 
stock markets - puts a broader weight on 
the mood. “From an FX standpoint we are 
in a stand-off,” said Deutsche Bank strate-
gist Alan Ruskin. “On the dollar we have 
the classic dilemma - if Fed won’t respond 
to high inflation, it is dollar negative; if the 
Fed brings forward tightening it is USD 
positive. Right now, the dollar is broadly 
stuck between these two worlds.” British 
growth data is due later in the day.

Shtayyeh rejected Israeli proposals to 
reopen the consulate in Ramallah instead 

of Jerusalem, saying: “Ramallah is not 
the capital of Palestine. Ramallah is not 

Jerusalem and will not be”.
RAMALLAH

Palestinian Prime Minister Mohammed 
Shtayyeh said he hopes US President Joe 
Biden will keep promises his administra-
tion has made to the Palestinian people, 
including a pledge to reopen the American 
Consulate in Jerusalem. He also talked about 
the difficulties the Palestinian Authority is 
facing, politically and financially. The spoke 
of his hope for change but presented little 
in the way of practical evidence that this 
coming, saying only: “There are promises.” 
Shtayyeh added: “There are American prom-
ises related to reopening the American 
Consulate in Jerusalem, and we hope that 
they will be implemented.” Former US 
President Donald Trump’s administra-
tion closed the consulate, Washington’s 
diplomatic mission to the Palestinians, in 
2018 when it moved the US Embassy to 
Jerusalem from Tel Aviv. When he took of-
fice in January this year, Biden said he would 

reopen the consulate but this has yet to 
happen. Shtayyeh rejected Israeli propos-
als to reopen the consulate in Ramallah 
instead of Jerusalem, saying: “Ramallah is 
not the capital of Palestine. Ramallah is not 
Jerusalem and will not be.” Speaking during 
a briefing of the foreign press, attended by 
Arab News, Shtayyeh also denied reports 
of a US initiative to form a Palestinian unity 
government. The Israeli i24 news channel 
had reported that the Biden administration 
is planning an initiative to assemble a new 
government that would include ministers 
from Hamas and Fatah in an attempt to heal 
divisions. The prime minister also criticized 
a recent announcement by Israeli authori-
ties of plans to build more new settlement 
units in the West Bank, and called on the 
US and European nations to help preserve 
the two-state solution by putting pressure 
on Israel to halt its plans. “Israel is waging 
three wars against us: A war against ge-
ography, through land confiscation; a war 
against the population, which is represented 
in the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood; and its 
war against Palestinian money, through 
deductions from Palestinian revenues,” he 
said Mohammed Shtayyeh said ‘there are 

American promises’ to restore the mission 
‘and we hope that they will be implemented.’ 
Shtayyeh accused Israel of illegally confis-
cating between 220 million ($70.6 million) 
and 250 million shekels a month without 
any independent financial audit. “We are 
bleeding, financially,” he added. He said the 
Palestinian Authority is facing a financial 
deficit as a result of the Israeli actions, a 
decline in international and Arab funding 
in the past two years, and the decline in the 
local economy as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. In the meantime, spending re-
quirements remain the same despite the 
lack of finance, he added. “We are carrying 
out our obligations, supporting the Gaza 
Strip and helping Jerusalem.
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Pak urges international community to come 
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UN Chief wishes Malala, 
her husband ‘life of joy 

& happiness’ on their 
marriage 

UNITED NATIONS   
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
is “happy” on Nobel Peace Prize laureate 
and education activist Malala Yousafzai’s 
marriage in Birmingham, England, his 
spokesman said Wednesday. Malala 
tied the knot with Asser Malik, general 
manager of the PCB’s High-Performance 
Centre, in an intimate nikah ceremony 
at her residence on Tuesday. “We are 
so happy for her; we wish her and her 
husband a life of joy and happiness,” 
Spokesman Stephane Dujarric told APP 
when asked for the UN chief ’s reaction. 
Dujarric added, “I think anyone who 
looked at the photo of her and her 
future husband and was not moved, 
has a heart of stone!” Malala has been 
called by top United Nations officials as 
the daughter of the UN. The Secretary-
General has designated her as a UN 
Messenger of Peace. VoM


