
Monday, May 24, 2021 | Vol: XII, Issue: 30 ABC CERTIFIEDwww.theasiantelegraph.net

/asian_telegraph
/theasiantelegraph
/company/theasiantelegraph
.theasiantelegraph.netF

o
ll

o
w

 u
s /asian_telegraph

/asian_telegraph
/theasiantelegraph
/company/theasiantelegraph
.theasiantelegraph.netF

o
ll

o
w

 u
s

/theasiantelegraph

/asian_telegraph
/theasiantelegraph
/company/theasiantelegraph
.theasiantelegraph.netF

o
ll

o
w

 u
s

/company/theasiantelegraph

/asian_telegraph
/theasiantelegraph
/company/theasiantelegraph
.theasiantelegraph.netF

o
ll

o
w

 u
s

.theasiantelegraph.net Price Rs 8| Pages 4

The task of the govern-
ment is not only to pour 

honey into a cup, but 
sometimes to give bitter 

medicine
President of Russia

Vladimir Putin

Uplifting FDI  
Time for Pakistan to attract foreign investment 

to build accessory business: Karen Chen

Gaza Cease-Fire    

UN Security Council calls for ‘full adherence’ to 
Gaza cease-fire; focus on two-State solution

Iranian Nuclear Issue   

Inspectors may no longer get nuclear sites 
images, says Iran 

The Asian Telegraph

Pakistan strongly 
condemns the continuous 

use of Afghan soil by 
terrorists for activities 
against Pakistan: ISPR   

RAWALPINDI  
Terrorists from inside Afghanistan across 
the International Border, opened fire 
on a military post in North Waziristan 
District. Own troops responded in 
a befitting manner. However during 
exchange of fire, Sepoy Umar Daraz, 
age 32 years, resident of Jhang, 
received a bullet injury and embraced 
shahadat. Pakistan has consistently 
asked Afghanistan to ensure effective 
management and control on their side of 
the Pak-Afghan Border. Pakistan strongly 
condemns the continuous use of Afghan 
soil by terrorists for activities against 
Pakistan.

It is the right time for Pakistan to 
take this opportunity and attract 
foreign investments to build the 

accessory business in the country 
and to develop more places to grow 
cotton and improve cotton quality, 
Ms Karen Chen, CEO of Challenge 

Fashion in an interview
BEIJING

The epidemic has greatly accelerated the 
pace of digital transformation of enterpris-
es, and the application of new technologies 
has also changed the way people consume.
It is the right time for Pakistan to take this 
opportunity and attract foreign invest-
ments to build the accessory business in 
the country and to develop more places to 
grow cotton and improve cotton quality, Ms 
Karen Chen, CEO of Challenge Fashion in an 
interview.
She recommended Pakistani government 
formulate a long-term cotton security policy 
to maintain minimum production of cotton 
as textile is the biggest export business and 
almost the standalone biggest industry for 
Pakistan. 
Pakistan has a large space for growth in ac-
cessories production. It is important to build 
a regional supply chain during the epidemic.
“Currently we only have garment factory 
and purchasing fabric from abroad or local 
market is quite inconvenient. Meanwhile, 

the majority of accessories are imported. 
Therefore, it is necessary to produce high-
tech fabrics and transform them into high-
value-added products.
We are planning to set up a vertical factory 
for direct export and even considering the 
industry park as a supply chain export park 
so that more Chinese accessory companies 
making zippers, labels, buttons can move in. 
According to Karen, the main products of 
the factory are polyester and cotton blend 
sports garments. “Challenge Group in Chi-
na enjoys a high reputation in developing 
technical fabrics and is expert at producing 
lightweight but warm, quick dry, odourless, 
comfortable and functional fabrics.
Such products are designed under outdoor 
weather protection concept. Next to the 
skin base layer need to be lightweight, anti-
bacterial, quick dry.
The second layer needs to be warm and 
compactable. Outwear needs to be water-
proof, anti UV, durable. We are keen to intro-
duce these technologies to Pakistan.
To export products to China, the most diffi-
cult part is transportation. “During the out-
break, the Karakoram Highway was blocked 
for more than 6 months, and it takes one 
month for shipping from Karachi to China. 
With the rise of online shopping, people 
tend to place more orders immediately to 
seize business opportunities.”

Palestine expresses 
gratitude for Pakistan’s 
full support, solidarity

Pakistan proposes Saudi Arabia 
to include Chinese vaccines to 

approved list for pilgrims
The ambassador greatly appreciated 
Pakistan’s Foreign Minister for speaking 
up and pushing for an emergency session 
of the OIC meeting and UN General 
Assembly. He said Pakistan played an 
important role in building, steering the 

discussion and building a consensus.
ISLAMABAD

Palestinian ambassador to Pakistan Ahmed 
Rabei has expressed his gratitude to the people 
and government of Pakistan for extending 
whole-hearted support to Palestine during 
war with Israel. In a letter to the people of 
Pakistan, the ambassador said on behalf of the 
Palestinians, he expresses his sincere gratitude 
to the brotherly people of Pakistan and all 
respect to the Prime Minister, Foreign Minister, 
leaders of the parties for their courageous 
efforts to support Palestine.
He said these efforts are greatly admired 
regarding convening of the emergency session, 
ceasefire, de-escalation and an end to atrocities.
Ahmed Rabei said this historical act will be 
remembered, not only by the entire world, but 
it will be a history to remember for generations.
The ambassador greatly appreciated Pakistan’s 
Foreign Minister for speaking up and pushing 
for an emergency session of the OIC meeting 
and UN General Assembly. He said Pakistan 
played an important role in building, steering 
the discussion and building a consensus.
He said Palestine will never forget the Solidarity 
Day observed on May 21 on the call of the 
Prime Minister of Pakistan Imran Khan, when 
the entire Pakistani nation expressed solidarity 
with Palestine.
Ahmed Rabei said although the war on Gaza 
has ended but our struggle to get freedom 
continues. The ambassador hoped that by 
working with our Pakistani brothers side by 
side, we will free Palestine and we will all pray 
together in Al-Aqsa mosque in Al-Quds Al-
Shareef, the capital of Palestine.

Foreign Minister concludes a highly successful visit 
to New York

ISLAMABAD
Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
concluded a highly successful visit to New York during 
which he attended the special meeting of the United 
Nations General Assembly on Palestine; held meetings 
with his counterparts from other countries as well as 
senior UN leadership on the situation in Palestine; and 
interacted with the members of the Pakistani commu-
nity; representatives of Pakistani and international me-
dia; as well as members of the U.S. Congress.
The Foreign Minister reached New York from Turkey 
on 19 May along with the Foreign Ministers of Pales-
tine, Turkey, and Tunisia. After his arrival, he hosted a 
working dinner of the Foreign Ministers and represen-
tatives of the OIC countries to consult and make collec-
tive efforts to halt Israeli provocation and aggression 
against innocent civilians in occupied Palestinian ter-
ritories, ahead of the UN General Assembly’s special 
meeting.
On 20 May, the Foreign Minister addressed the special 
meeting of the UN General Assembly and expressed the 
people of Pakistan’s deep anguish and strong outrage 
against Israel’s provocation against Al-Aqsa Mosque, 
indiscriminate and disproportionate use of force by Is-
rael against Palestinian civilians; its grave human rights 
violations; and continuing illegal actions in contraven-
tion of international humanitarian law; international 
human rights law and relevant UN resolutions.
The Foreign Minister urged the international commu-
nity, in particular the UN Security Council, to halt Is-

raeli aggression and mobilize all possible humanitarian 
help, including medical supplies, to deal with the grave 
humanitarian situation in Gaza and other parts of occu-
pied Palestinian territories. He also urged the UN Sec-
retary General to immediately launch a comprehensive 
humanitarian assistance plan to help the Palestinians.
In his address, the Foreign Minister called on the UN 
General Assembly to take concrete steps to protect the 
Palestinians, including through the deployment of an 
international  protection force; hold Israel account-
able for its crimes against humanity; revive concrete 
efforts to end Israel’s occupation of the Palestinian ter-
ritories; dismantle Israel’s illegal settlements and the 
apartheid-like regime; demanded withdrawal of Israeli 
armed forces from territories occupied since 1967; and 
called for the establishment of a viable, independent 
and contiguous Palestinian State with pre-1967 bor-
ders, with Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its capital.

FM USA visit  

Foreign Minister meets US lawmakers, discusses 
bilateral ties

In the press statement , the 
15-member Council welcomed the 
announcement of the ceasefire and 
gave recognition to the diplomatic 
mediation efforts played by Egypt, 
other nations in the region, the UN, 
the Middle East Quartet “and other 

international partners.”
UNITED NATIONS

The United Nations Security Council has 
called for the “full adherence” to a cease-fire 
between Israel and Hamas-led Palestinian 
fighters in the bombs-battered Gaza Strip. 
The 15-member council reached the re-
quired full consensus Saturday afternoon 
to issue an official statement after earlier 
attempts at a shared declaration were 
blocked by the United States during the 11-
day conflict in which 242 Palestinians killed, 
including 23 girls, 43 boys, 38 women and 
138 men.
In the press statement , the 15-member 
Council welcomed the announcement of 
the ceasefire and gave recognition to the 
diplomatic mediation efforts played by 
Egypt, other nations in the region, the UN, 
the Middle East Quartet “and other interna-
tional partners”.

The Ministry of Health in Gaza, reported that 
1,948 Palestinians had been injured, includ-
ing 610 children, and nearly 400 women. 
According to the UN, 12 Israelis had been 
killed by Palestinian rocket, or other fire – 
or when running for shelter during strikes.
In their statement, the members of the 
Security Council said they “mourned the 
loss of civilian lives, resulting from the 
violence.” The statement stressed “the im-
mediate need for humanitarian assistance 
to the Palestinian civilian population, par-
ticularly in Gaza”. On Friday, UN relief Chief 
Mark Lowcock announced that $22.5 million 
was being allocated from emergency funds 
for the humanitarian response.
Among the civilian infrastructure impacted 
by Israeli bombardment were 53 schools 
damaged, along with 6 hospitals, 11 primary 
healthcare centres, and the central COVID-

19 testing laboratory. More than 77,000 
civilians in Gaza had to flee their homes to 
seek protection.
Five out of 10 power lines providing electric-
ity from Israel were damaged, decreasing 
power across the enclave by around 45 per 
cent. A total of 258 buildings with homes 
and businesses were destroyed, and nearly 
770 further homes are no longer inhabit-
able, UN said.
The Council statement offered support for 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres’s call for 
the international community to work with 
the UN “on developing an integrated, robust 
package of support for a swift, sustainable 
reconstruction and recovery.”
“The members of the Security Council 
stressed the urgency of the restoration of 
calm in full and reiterated the importance 
of achieving a comprehensive peace based 
on the vision of a region where Israel and 
Palestine, live side by side in peace with se-
cure and recognized borders.”
The United States, always one of Israel’s 
strongest supporters, had earlier rejected a 
French draft demanding an immediate end 
to hostilities and calling for the unimpeded 
distribution of humanitarian aid throughout 
Gaza.

Under what is called an “Additional 
Protocol” with Iran, the IAEA “col-

lects and analyzes hundreds of 
thousands of images captured daily 

by its sophisticated surveillance 
cameras,” the agency said in 2017. 

The agency also said then that it had 
placed “2,000 tamper-proof seals on 

nuclear material and equipment.”
TEHRAN

Iran’s parliament speaker said Sunday 
that international inspectors may no 
longer access surveillance images of the 
Islamic Republic’s nuclear sites, escalating 
tensions amid diplomatic efforts in Vienna 
to save Tehran’s atomic accord with 
world powers. Iran’s parliament speaker 
Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf’s comments, 
aired by state TV, further underscored the 
narrowing window for the US and others 
to reach terms with Iran. The Islamic 
Republic is already enriching and stock-
piling uranium at levels far beyond those 
allowed by its 2015 nuclear deal.
“Regarding this, and based on the expira-
tion of the three-month deadline, defi-
nitely the International Atomic Energy 
Agency will not have the right to access 

images from May 22,” Qalibaf said. May 
22 was Saturday.
The International Atomic Energy Agency 
had said its director-general would brief 
reporters later Sunday in Vienna. The 
United Nations agency did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for comment.
Under what is called an “Additional 
Protocol” with Iran, the IAEA “collects 
and analyzes hundreds of thousands of 
images captured daily by its sophisticated 
surveillance cameras,” the agency said in 
2017. The agency also said then that it 
had placed “2,000 tamper-proof seals on 
nuclear material and equipment.”

Iran’s hard-liner parliament in December 
approved a bill that would suspend part 
of UN inspections of its nuclear facilities 
if European signatories did not provide 
relief from oil and banking sanctions by 
February. The IAEA struck a three-month 
deal with Iran to have it hold the surveil-
lance images, with Tehran threatening to 
delete them afterward if no deal had been 
reached.It wasn’t immediately clear if the 
images from February had been deleted.
Qalibaf said Iran’s Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who has final 
say on all matters of state, supported the 
decision.

ISLAMABAD
Prime Minister Imran Khan says the strategic partner-
ship between Pakistan and China is exemplary in the 
world. Chairing a review meeting on the progress of 
CPEC projects and promotion of investment in Islam-
abad today (Sunday), he said in order to transform 
these relations into strong economic ties, it is necessary 
to promote investment in areas of mutual interest.  The 
Prime Minister said all possible incentives should be 
provided to investors. He expressed satisfaction over 
the progress of Special Economic Zones. The meeting 
decided to set up a CPEC Special Economic Zone in 
Karachi. The Prime Minister directed the Board of In-
vestment to formulate and present a detailed plan, with 
consultation of business community, for the promotion 
of foreign investment in specific sectors. He also direct-
ed the authorities concerned to take immediate steps 
to remove barriers in issuing long-term visas to foreign 
investors, especially the Chinese investors. On the other 
hand, Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Shau-
kat Tarin Sunday said that GDP growth at 3.94 percent 
during the current fiscal year (2020-21) was calculated 

in a transparent manner, predicting that based on the 
current trend the economy would grow by 5 percent in 
2021-22 and 6 percent during 2022-23.
Addressing a virtual press briefing, the minister said 
that it was due to the prudent policies of the incumbent 
government that this growth was achieved despite 
tough International Monetary Fund (IMF) adding that 
the focus of government had been on housing, agri-
culture and export sector that delivered these results. 
He said that government had identified 12 sectors and 
formulated short, medium and long term strategies to 
achieve inclusive sustainable economic growth and so-
cial prosperity, with special focus on housing, agricul-
ture and promotion of export industry were on prime 
focus.  He said that development of these sector would 
not only bring the sustainability in nation economy, but 
would help in achieving sustainable economic growth 
for the welfare of common man in the country. The CO-
VID-19 pandemic had effected the global economies 
and it also put negative impact on national economy, 
he said adding that the prudent polices of Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan helped in steering out the economy 

from the crisis in a fair manner and put it on path of 
sustainable economic development. In order to fulfill 
the fiscal requirements, the government had to initiate 
a programme with IMF and this time the fund intro-
duced tough conditions like increase in tariff, exchange 
rate and interest rates that also influenced the national 
economy. The minister said that a well thought-out fed-
eral budget for the fiscal year 2021-22 would be pre-
sented in the start of next month, adding that the bud-
get envisages provision of maximum relief to common 
man in tax and electricity tariff, adding that no more tax 
burden to be put on those who are already paying tax.
He said that innovative substitutes would be intro-
duced to achieve the revenue targets, by providing 
different incentives and facilities, besides broadening 
the tax base. The minister said rising trend in food com-
modities was a global phenomenon, adding that strat-
egy was evolved in order to provide maximum relief 
to common man, particularly saving them from infla-
tionary shocks and taking some short-term steps like 
operation against hoarders to overcome the issue of 
artificial shortage of food essential food commodities.

National Economic Policy  

PM calls for removing barriers in issuing 
long-term visas to foreign investors

Gov’t focusing on enhancing exports, revenue collections to achieve sustainable economic growth

PIA special flight airlifts two million doses of 
Sinovac vaccine to Pakistan from China

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan has proposed to Saudi Arabia to 
include some of the Chinese Covid-19 vaccines 
approved in Pakistan in the list of jabs accepted 
by the Riyadh government for visitors and 
pilgrims. Responding to queries from some 
media colleagues on mandatory vaccines for 
travel to Saudi Arabia for visit, Hajj and Umrah, 
Foreign Office spokesman Zahid Hafeez 
Chaudhri said Pakistan has taken up with the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the issue of vaccines 
which are mandatory for travel to Saudi Arabia 
for visit, Umrah and Hajj. 
He said the Ministry is actively pursuing 
this matter with the Saudi side. It is noted 
that Pakistan International Airlines (PIA)’s 
special flight PK6853 airlifted another batch 
of two millions doses of Sinovac vaccine from 
the Beijing Capital International Airport to 
Islamabad on Sunday.
Last Sunday, a special flight PK 6852 had also 
transported a consignment of one million doses 
of Sinovac vaccine procured from China to fight 
the ongoing wave of the Covid-19 pandemic in 
Pakistan, Qadir Bux Sangi, PIA Country Manager 
for China. The relevant Chinese authorities have 
pledged to continue uninterrupted supply of 
vaccine to help Pakistan defeat the deadly virus.
According to sources, Pakistan has so far 
received over 13 million doses of Covid-19 
vaccines comprising of Sinopharm, Sinovac and 
CanSino procured from China including others 
through COVAX programme. Currently, Pakistan 
is facing a third wave of COVID-19 pandemic 
while the relevant authorities continue to 
tightening the anti-pandemic measures and 
facilitating the vaccination drive.



Monday, May 24, 2021

www.theasiantelegraph.net

Editor-in-Chief: Amna Malik
Editor: Muhammad Hassam

Assistant Editor:Syed Mushahid Naqvi
Phone: + 92 51 2814017 Offce # 407/408, 4th Floor, Evacuee 

Trust, Agha Khan Road, F-5/1 Islamabad

Pakistan Envisions Renewable 
Energy Goals

Pakistan has tremendous potential to generate solar and wind 
power. According to the World Bank, utilizing just 0.71% of 
the country’s area for solar photovoltaic (solar PV) power 
generation would meet Pakistan’s current electricity demand. 
The wind is also an abundant resource. Pakistan has several 
well-known wind corridors of its windiest areas. However, 

despite a number of successful projects, the installed capacity of solar 
and wind energy in Pakistan, at just over 1,500 Megawatts, is just 4%t 
of total capacity, equal to around 2% of total generation. Nevertheless, 
the government aims to meet the renewable energy targets by 2030, ris-
ing the generation through renewable resources to 60%. To achieve such 
targets, a massive and immediate expansion of solar and wind is required 
through competitive bidding which would decrease prices. Efforts to re-
duce power generation from uneconomic thermal plants (in particular 
heavy fuel oil) and continued investment in hydropower must continue 
as well. The country is currently facing a significant power surplus due to 
new generation additions and weaker than projected demand, in part due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. However, Pakistan needs to ensure it avoids a 
repeat of the boom-and-bust cycle of underinvestment in power genera-
tion followed by emergency capacity development that has characterized 
recent decades. VRE represents a “no regret” option that can be developed 
relatively quickly and can displace fuel from inefficient thermal plants and 
reduce various cost and supply risks such as import dependency or delays 
of major hydropower projects. If VRE targets are met, up to $5 billion could 
be saved in potential fuel and other costs..

Beijing’s stance on 
Afghanistan Peace Process

Followed by the revamped Biden approach vis-à-vis 
Afghanistan Peace Process, the role and position of China are 
important as it holds a key posture in the realm of regional 
geopolitical affairs. In a recent China Central Asia (C+C5) 
meeting, China explained its position over the Afghan Peace 
Process. First, it backed the peace and reconciliation pro-

cess in Afghanistan should be “Afghan-led and Afghan-owned” which 
is a mirror image of Islamabad’s narrative and it’s been highlighted by 
Pakistan’s top-ranked leadership across all the platforms that deals with 
Afghanistan crisis management. Likewise, Beijing again converged its 
stance with Islamabad by stating that Afghanistan should form inclusive 
political arrangements to make sure that all ethnic groups and parties 
could participate in political life in the future and enjoy equal political 
rights. In addition to that China also called for the  Afghan national gov-
ernance structure in the future should conform to the country’s unique 
national conditions and development needs, and should not simply copy 
foreign models, this depicts a realistic approach because Afghanistan’s 
history remains non-adherent to the governance models aspired by 
western regimes. On the matter of foreign troop’s withdrawal, China 
accented for an orderly and responsible manner drawdown to prevent 
any hasty action from adversely affecting and extremely interfering with 
the peace and reconciliation process in Afghanistan. One of the key areas 
that China tends to underscore is the role of CARs,  as close neighbors of 
Afghanistan, China Central Asian countries should make due contribution 
to the final settlement of the Afghan issue, and the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization should also play its due role for the long-term peace and 
stability in Afghanistan. China showed readiness ready to collaborate 
with regional states and the international community to move forward 
the peace and reconciliation process and help Afghanistan realize peace 
and stability at an early date.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Belt and Road Initiative (BRI): Prospects for South-South Cooperation

Since the 2008 global financial crisis, the landscape of 
cooperation between the countries has greatly changed 
mainly due to the ongoing power shift from the North to 
the South. In this context, China’s rising economy is taking 
the lead in driving forward the infrastructure development 
and helping the countries develop their economies despite 
lingering challenges that call for collective actions and mu-
tual support among the countries, especially the developing 
countries. For this purpose, China unveiled its plans under 
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in 2013.  China’s Belt 
and Road Initiative has evolved from being purely about 
infrastructure build projects to about supply chain devel-
opment. Many of the 2,500 projects that China has assisted 
with either financing, or building, or both are now coming 
to fruition. Under BRI, China is investing billions of dollars in 
several countries including Pakistan, Kenya, Sri Lanka, and 
Myanmar in infrastructure development, and energy sectors. 
It is also enhancing trade activities with the BRI countries 
that will help China productively use its surplus currency 
reserves and significantly facilitate the other participating 
countries to develop their economies.
Based on the principle of achieving shared benefits through 
consultation and collaboration, China’s Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) has presented a good opportunity for re-
invigorating the cooperation especially the South-South 

cooperation and drawing concerted efforts from the inter-
national community to reduce the global deficits in peace, 
development, and governance. In the long run, the BRI is 
expected to facilitate a new round of economic globaliza-
tion and help shape a more balanced and efficient system 
of global economic governance, which will serve as the basis 
for jointly building a “community of shared future for man-
kind” proposed by the Chinese government. According to the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB), Asia faces an infrastructure 
funding gap of an estimated USD 26 trillion through 2030. 
Therefore, many countries across the world have accepted 
the Chinese bid to develop their economies.
Since the historic 1955 Asian–African conference held in 
Bandung, Indonesia, South-South Cooperation (SSC) has un-
dergone profound development. Although the fundamental 
principles of SSC    respect for sovereignty, mutual benefit, 
non-interference, and non-aggression remain the same as 
six decades ago, its objectives, modalities, and even major 
players have changed. Due to the lasting effect of the 2008 
global financial crisis, SSC was on the wane for some time. 
But it has begun to gather momentum in recent years thanks 
to the growing engagement of rising economies like China.
As the largest developing country in the world, China has 
made a tremendous contribution to the progress of SSC. 
Chinese President Xi Jinping proposed the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI), which aims is to build a community of 
shared interests and responsibility, with a shared future for 
all nations, based on mutual trust, economic integration, and 
cultural inclusiveness. Apart from its five-pronged approach, 
China’s BRI may prove to be an unparalleled opportunity to 
revitalize SSC in that it provides insights on tackling chal-
lenges faced by the Global South by introducing China’s own 
experience of socio-economic development. In this sense, 
strengthening the alignment of the BRI and SSC will not only 
consolidate the achievements of the BRI but also advance 

the progress of SSC.
The basic principles of the BRI are highly consistent with 
and fully reflected in the traditional philosophies of SSC. 
As the United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
mentioned in the Report on South-South Cooperation, the 
BRI championed by China, will provide new opportunities 
and impetus for international collaboration, including South-
South cooperation. Since the BRI is set to achieve mutual 
benefits and common prosperity among all countries, es-
pecially developing ones, and makes development a viable 
solution to peace and security problems, it is conducive 
to addressing the imbalance of development in the Global 
South through mobilizing and pooling resources. Thus, it 
is widely anticipated that the implementation of the BRI 
will revitalize SSC and tap the great potential of developing 
countries.
First of all, strengthening infrastructure connectivity as a 
priority of the BRI can meet enormous demands from the 
Global South. A recent World Bank report concludes that 
infrastructure connectivity under the BRI will significantly 
stimulate growth in trade and outbound investment, driving 
global economic growth and creating new growth centers 
along economic corridors, thus improving global and re-
gional imbalances. Another report released in September 
2018 based on the data of the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) also indicates that 
China-supported connectivity projects will help reduce eco-
nomic inequalities within and among countries, creating 
positive economic externalities. Second, Southern countries 
are expected to enter into new rounds of industrial upgrad-
ing thanks to the implementation of the BRI.

Italy wins while UK’s James Newman gets nul points
LONDON

Italy has won the Eurovision Song Contest 
in Rotterdam with their song Zittie e Buoni. 
Måneskin singer Damiano David shouted 
“Rock and roll never dies” as the four-piece 
group collected their glass microphone 
trophy. It was another disappointing night 
for the UK, with James Newman’s Embers 
scoring nul points. It is the fifth time the UK 
has come last, and the second time it has 

received no points.
The first time was in 2003 when Jemini 
sang Cry Baby. Newman put on a brave 
face, smiling and cheering as the bad news 
was delivered. Commentator Graham 
Norton reacted by saying: “I’m trying to 
put a positive spin on it but I feel so sorry 
for James. A lot of disappointed people in 
that arena tonight, but thrilled to be a part 
of Eurovision.” He also had plenty of sup-

port from fans such as Matt Lucas, who 
said “we love you James Newman”, BBC 
Breakfast host Dan Walker, who praised 
him “laughing it off” and RuPaul’s Drag 
Race star Michelle Visage., who said: “I am 
sending this tweet to James Newman and 
James only. You were INCREDIBLE.”
But some people did not think Newman’s 
performance was good enough, with 
Twitter account the Vinyl Frontier saying 
his singing could have been better. In con-
trast to the lack of points for Newman, it 
was delirium for Måneskin, who had been 
firm favourites despite their rock number 
not being typical Eurovision fare.
They are the first group to win the com-
petition since 2006, and Italy last won in 
1990. Måneskin’s Victoria de Angelis said 
after the show that their win was a boost 
for her country, which was badly hit by the 
coronavirus pandemic.
“This is a message of hope after this hard 
year we’ve been through,” she said.
Her bandmate David said: “That prize 
shows that this is not (a) cheesy event. 
This is a musical event.” They brought 
swagger, confidence and star quality to 
the Eurovision stage. As they said to me 
in the lead-up, they didn’t try to fit into a 
Eurovision box and just played on stage as 

if it was just another gig. They struck the 
perfect combination: a powerhouse song 
with perfect staging. The song - Zitti e buoni 
- builds and builds to a pyrotechnic climax 
and they got a landslide result from the 
public vote. Job done.
France’s Barbara Pravi came second with 
Voilà, while Switzerland’s Gjon’s Tears came 
third with his ballad Tout l’Universe. It was 
a tense climax to the show, with many coun-
tries getting few votes from the public and 
the top of the leaderboard changing fre-
quently. Switzerland and France were both 
in front at some point during the night, as 
were Finland and Iceland.
Spain, Germany and the Netherlands got no 
points from the public but got a few from 
the juries, which left the UK languishing 
at the bottom. Germany’s Jendrick came 
second to last while San Marino’s Senhit 
could only manage to come 22nd, despite 
her track featuring chart topper Flo Rida. 
Iceland - who weren’t able to perform live 
after one of the band tested positive for 
Covid-19 - came fourth. Last year’s contest 
was axed due to the coronavirus pandemic, 
which has also had an impact on this year’s 
event. An audience of 3,500 people cheered 
them on during the show, which was an of-
ficial Covid trial event.

Media Invited to NASA’s Laser 
Communications Demonstration Launch

WASHINGTON
U.S. media accreditation has opened for an 
upcoming rocket launch with a NASA payload 
that aims to enhance communications capabilities 
for the agency’s future missions, including the 
potential to increase bandwidth 10 to 100 times 
more than radio frequency systems. NASA’s Laser 
Communications Relay Demonstration (LCRD) 
will fly as a payload on STPSat-6, the primary 
spacecraft of the third Space Test Program 
(STP-3) mission for the Department of Defense. 
STP-3 is scheduled to lift off on a United Launch 
Alliance Atlas V 551 rocket Wednesday, June 23, 
from Space Launch Complex 41 at Cape Canaveral 
Space Force Station in Florida.
Members of the media who are U.S. citizens 
or permanent residents and interested in 
covering the launch must submit a media access 
application and registration form to Space 
Launch Delta 45 at: 45swpa@us.af.mil. Requests 
should be submitted no later than 5 p.m. EDT 
Friday, June 11. Applicants will be notified of 
acceptance Tuesday, June 15. NASA subject 
matter experts will be available for interviews 
the day before launch. LCRD represents a 
significant step toward making operational 
laser, or optical, communications a reality. The 

payload’s microwave-oven-size optical modules 
will send and receive data over infrared lasers 
– not visible to the human eye – at 1.2 gigabits 
per second from geosynchronous orbit to Earth. 
At that rate, it’s possible to download a two-
hour movie in about 20 seconds. Engineers will 
beam data between LCRD and optical ground 
stations located in Table Mountain, California, 
and Haleakalā, Hawaii, once it is positioned more 
than 22,000 miles above Earth. Experiments 
will allow engineers to refine the transmission 
process, study different operational scenarios, 
and refine tracking systems. LCRD will generate 
essential data and information to prepare 
laser communications systems for operational 
missions, as engineers cannot replicate the same 
conditions with ground tests.

LONDON 
The Pfizer and AstraZeneca coronavirus vaccines 
are highly effective against the variant identified 
in India after two doses, a study has found. Two 
jabs of either vaccine give a similar level of protec-
tion against symptomatic disease from the Indian 
variant as they do for the Kent one.
However, both vaccines were only 33% effective 
against the Indian variant three weeks after the 
first dose. This compared with 50% effectiveness 
against the Kent variant.
Public Health England, which ran the study, said 
the vaccines are likely to be even more effective at 
preventing hospital admission and deaths.
The Moderna vaccine has also been used in the 
UK since April but the study said the numbers 
who had received it were too small for them to 
include it in their research.
Health Secretary Matt Hancock said the findings 
made him “increasingly confident” the final stage 
of easing restrictions in England could take place 
on 21 June. The data showed getting both doses of 
the vaccine was “absolutely vital”, he added. Home 
Secretary Priti Patel said the data was “positive” 

but the planned “stages” for the easing needed 
to be followed.
She told the BBC’s Andrew Marr Show: “We will 
continue to follow the data... we all have to be 
conscientious... we are distancing, wearing masks, 
following all the rules. “That, of course, will help 
us to that unlocking on 21 June.”
Questioned about criticism of the timing of put-
ting India on the travel red list, the home secre-
tary said ministers “work with the data... and that 
information was presented... in the right way for 
the decisions to be made”.
Ms Patel also defended the controls at UK borders 
- highlighting the pre-arrival testing requirements 
and saying a “vigorous system” for making sure 
people arriving from red list countries were quar-
antining was in place.
A further five people in the UK have died within 
28 days of a positive coronavirus test, and another 
2,235 people have tested positive, Sunday’s of-
ficial figures showed.
More than 60 million vaccine doses have now 
been given, with 37,943,681 first doses admin-
istered and 22,643,417 second doses. The Pfizer 

vaccine was found to be 88% effective at stopping 
symptomatic disease from the Indian variant two 
weeks after the second dose, compared with 93% 
effectiveness against the Kent variant.
The AstraZeneca jab was 60% effective against 
the Indian variant, compared with 66% against 
the Kent variant.
Public Health England (PHE) said the difference 
in effectiveness between the vaccines after two 
doses might be explained by the fact that rollout 
of second doses of AstraZeneca was later than for 
the Pfizer vaccine, which was approved first.
Other data shows it takes longer to reach maxi-
mum effectiveness with the AstraZeneca vac-

cine, PHE said. Some 12,675 genome-sequenced 
cases were included in the study, which took 
place between 5 April and 16 May. Only 1,054 of 
those cases were of the Indian variant, known as 
B.1.617.2. Dr Jenny Harries told the Andrew Marr 
Show the study was “very good news”.
The chief executive of the UK Health Security 
Agency said the study is the “first real-world 
evidence of vaccine effectiveness” against the 
variant.
Asked about the discrepancy between the Pfizer 
and AstraZeneca vaccine results, she said a key 
factor to consider was that the “different vaccines 
were given to slightly different groups of people”.
“The Pfizer vaccine was rolled out initially, be-
cause it had to be kept at ultra-low temperatures, 
to - for example - healthcare workers, who tended 
to be younger,” she said. 
“This is an all-age study. Whereas AstraZeneca 
went out to older groups of individuals who 
were unable to come into main centres.” The 
study looked at data from all age groups from 5 
April, to cover the period since the Indian variant 
emerged.

There is not enough data to estimate how effec-
tive the vaccine is against severe outcomes for the 
Indian variant, PHE said.
Dr Jamie Lopez Bernal, consultant medical epi-
demiologist at PHE and the study’s lead author, 
said there was higher confidence in the data from 
the first vaccine dose than that from the second 
as “there are bigger numbers that have been vac-
cinated with one dose”.
Prof Susan Hopkins, PHE’s Covid-19 strategic re-
sponse director, said the data trend was “quite 
clear” and was heading in the “right direction”. 
More than 37 million people in the UK have now 
had their first vaccination, and 22 million have 
had their second.
Some 13,000 deaths and 39,100 hospitalisations 
have been prevented in the UK due to the vac-
cination programme up to 9 May, according to 
PHE analysis.
It comes as more than 1.3 million more people in 
England have become registered users of the NHS 
app since it was announced that it would allow 
them to show proof they had received a Covid-19 
vaccine, taking its user base to 4.8 million.
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After 14 years, the Brooklyn Bridge over 
the East River opens, connecting the 
great cities of New York and Brooklyn 

for the first time in history. Thousands 
of residents of Brooklyn and Manhattan 
Island turned out to witness the dedication 
ceremony, which was presided over by 
President Chester A. Arthur and New York 
Governor Grover Cleveland. Designed by the 
late John A. Roebling, the Brooklyn Bridge 
was the largest suspension bridge ever built 
to that date. John Roebling, born in Germany 
in 1806, was a great pioneer in the design 
of steel suspension bridges. He studied 
industrial engineering in Berlin and at the age 
of 25 immigrated to western Pennsylvania, 
where he attempted, unsuccessfully, to 
make his living as a farmer. He later moved 
to the state capital in Harrisburg, where he 
found work as a civil engineer. He promoted 
the use of wire cable and established a 
successful wire-cable factory. Meanwhile, 
he earned a reputation as a designer of 
suspension bridges, which at the time were 
widely used but known to fail under strong 
winds or heavy loads. Roebling is credited 
with a major breakthrough in suspension-
bridge technology: a web truss added to 
either side of the bridge roadway that 

greatly stabilized the structure. Using this 
model, Roebling successfully bridged the 
Niagara Gorge at Niagara Falls, New York, 
and the Ohio River at Cincinnati, Ohio. On 
the basis of these achievements, New York 
State accepted Roebling’s design for a bridge 
connecting Brooklyn and Manhattan–with a 
span of 1,595 feet–and appointed him chief 
engineer. It was to be the world’s first steel 
suspension bridge. Just before construction 
began in 1869, Roebling was fatally injured 
while taking a few final compass readings 

across the East River. A boat smashed the toes 
on one of his feet, and three weeks later he 
died of tetanus. He was the first of more than 
two dozen people who would die building 
his bridge. His 32-year-old son, Washington 
A. Roebling, took over as chief engineer. 
Roebling had worked with his father on 
several bridges and had helped design the 
Brooklyn Bridge. The two granite foundations 
of the Brooklyn Bridge were built in timber 
caissons, or watertight chambers, sunk to 
depths of 44 feet on the Brooklyn side and 

78 feet on the New York side. Compressed 
air pressurized the caissons, allowing 
underwater construction. At that time, little 
was known of the risks of working under 
such conditions, and more than a hundred 
workers suffered from cases of compression 
sickness. Compression sickness, or the 
“bends,” is caused by the appearance of 
nitrogen bubbles in the bloodstream that 
result from rapid decompression. Several 
died, and Washington Roebling himself 
became bedridden from the condition in 
1872. Other workers died as a result of more 
conventional construction accidents, such as 
collapses and a fire. Roebling continued to 
direct construction operations from his home, 
and his wife, Emily, carried his instructions to 
the workers. In 1877, Washington and Emily 
moved into a home with a view of the bridge. 
Roebling’s health gradually improved, but he 
remained partially paralyzed for the rest of 
his life. On May 24, 1883, Emily Roebling 
was given the first ride over the completed 
bridge, with a rooster, a symbol of victory, 
in her lap. Within 24 hours, an estimated 
250,000 people walked across the Brooklyn 
Bridge, using a broad promenade above the 
roadway that John Roebling designed solely 
for the enjoyment of pedestrians.

May 24, 1883 - Brooklyn Bridge opens

Pfizer and AstraZeneca jabs effective against Indian variant - Study
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Salma Hayek said she 
wasn’t cast in 2 ‘big 

comedies’
 

CALIFORNIA
Salma Hayek said she was discriminated against in 
Hollywood early on in her career because of her herit-
age. In an interview with Variety, Hayek recalled how 
she nailed auditions for two big comedy movies but was 
snubbed for both roles purely because she’s Mexican - 
despite already being a very big star in her birth country.
“Afterwards the directors told me that I was the best 
audition and that I was better than who they cast and 
that they regretted it. But at the time, they knew the 
studios wouldn’t have gone for a Mexican as the lead,” 
Hayek said. Hayek, who was born in Veracruz, Mexico, 
said that as she had already found success as a leading 
actress in Mexico, she was “bringing the Latino market 
into the theaters” - and Hollywood studios could have 
taken advantage of that. “I know some of the studios 
knew that. But they didn’t want to accept the value of 
the Latino market at the time,” Hayek said. However, 
Hayek, who was Oscar-nominated for her titular role in 
the 2002 movie “Frida,” said that she hasn’t just faced 
discrimination for being Mexican, she’s also faced dis-
crimination for being a woman in the industry.

Ariana Grande Sends 
Heartfelt Message to Victims 

of Manchester Bombing

DUBAI
Ariana Grande is honoring the lives lost during the 
Manchester Arena bombing.
The “Positions” singer took to Instagram Story on Saturday 
to send a heartfelt message to the victims and the people 
who were affected by the tragedy, which occurred four 
years ago.
“Although grief is ever-present and our relationship to it is 
constantly evolving and expressing itself in different ways 
every day, year round,” Grande wrote. “I know that this an-
niversary will never be an easy one. Please know that I am 
thinking of you today.”
“Manchester, my heart is with you today and always,” she 
added, before listing the names of the people who died. 
“John Atkinson, Courtney Boyle, Philip Tron, Kelly Brewster, 
Georgina Callander, Olivia Campbell-Hardy, Liam Curry, 
Chloe Rutherford, Wendy Fawell, Martyn Hett, Alison Howe, 
Lisa Lees, Megan Hurley, Nell ones, Michelle Kiss, Angelika 
Klis, Marcin Klis, Morrell Leczkowski, Eilidh MacLeod, 
Elaine McIver, Saffie Rose Rouses and Jane Tweddle.” On 
May 22, 2017, a bomber detonated a device just outside 
Manchester Arena, killing 22 and injuring another 139. 

Leigh-Anne Pinnock 
and Perrie Edwards 
‘cried their eyes out’

Dubai
Leigh-Anne Pinnock and Perrie Edwards “cried [their] 
eyes out” when they told each other they’re pregnant.
The two Little Mix stars – who are joined in the band 
by third member Jade Thirlwall – are both currently 
expecting their first children, and Perrie has revealed 
they burst into tears when they discovered they would 
be journeying into parenthood at similar times.
Perrie said: “We were on a work zoom and we were 
chatting about things that were coming up in our sched-
ule because in Little Mix we are blocked out two years 
in advance.
“I was thinking, ‘I won’t be able to do that’. I messaged 
my manager and she called me and said, ‘You’re preg-
nant.’ “I was like, ‘How do you know? And she said, 
‘Because I am pregnant.’ Then she said: ‘Can I add 
someone to the call.’
“I just heard this voice that said: ‘Perrie! You too!’ And 
then we just cried our eyes out. What timing! It wasn’t 
planned.” The ‘Confetti’ hitmakers also detailed their 
pregnancy cravings, which include prawn sandwiches 
and sour candy.
Leigh-Anne – who is expecting her baby with Andre 
Gray – said: “Prawn sandwiches but the M&S kind and 
Frazzles.”

KIAWAH  ISLAND, USA
Fifty-year-old Phil Mickelson seized com-
mand Saturday at the PGA Championship, 
pulling to a four-stroke lead halfway into the 
third round as he tries to become golf’s old-
est major winner.
The US left-hander birdied four of the first 
seven holes and made the turn at windy 
Kiawah Island after a four-under 32 on the 

front nine thanks to some sensational shot-
making. Stunning approach shots in breezy 
conditions had Mickelson, who hasn’t man-
aged a top-10 major finish since 2016, in a 
commanding position — and somewhat as-
tonishing one — to claim a sixth major title.
With a victory, Mickelson would break the 
major tournament age mark set by American 
Julius Boros, who was 48 when he won the 
1968 PGA Championship.
Masters champion Hideki Matsuyama 
and South Africans Louis Oosthuizen and 
Branden Grace shared a distant second on 
5-under with US four-time major winner 
Brooks Koepka on 4-under.
Mickelson, who shared the lead with 2010 
British Open winner Oosthuizen at 5-under 
when the day began, took the lead alone 
when the South African missed a six-foot 
par putt at the opening hole.

Mickelson dropped his approach at the par-5 
second hole within 15 feet of the cup and 
two-putted for birdie to stretch his lead, then 
fired from sand to inches from the cup at the 
third to reach 7-under and boost his edge to 
three shots.
When Mickelson sank a birdie putt from just 
inside 17 feet at the sixth, his lead was four 
strokes. Matsuyama, Koepka and Grace fol-
lowed with birdies to trim the margin.
But Mickelson answered at the par-5 sev-
enth by leaving a 21-foot eagle putt on the 
edge of the cup before nudging the ball in 
for birdie to reach 9-under.
Mickelson holed a four-footer to par the 
par-3 eighth and got up and down from sand 
to par the ninth to stay there.
Mickelson, a three-time Masters champion 
who won his lone PGA in 2005, has not won 
a major since the 2013 British Open.

The Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) confirmed on Thursday 
that it had received all out-
standing approvals and ex-
emptions from the United Arab 
Emirates government for stag-
ing the remaining 20 Pakistan 
Super League (PSL) matches in 

Abu Dhabi.
Bureau Report

LAHORE
“The PCB will now hold an online meeting 
with the six franchise owners later in the day 
to update them about the progress made as well 
as to finalise all details, which will be shared 
in due course,” a press release shared by the 
cricket board said. “We are delighted with this 
development as the remaining hurdles in the 
staging of the remaining PSL matches in Abu 
Dhabi have been overcome and all systems are 
now good to go,” PCB Chief Executive Wasim 
Khan said.
“We are grateful to the UAE government, the 

National Emergency Crisis and Disasters 
Management Authority, the Emirates Cricket 
Board and the Abu Dhabi Sports Council for 
their support and patronage in ensuring all final 
obstacles were removed, which has firmly put 
us in a position to complete our marquee event.
“The PCB, in consultation with the team owners, 
will now work at pace to finalise all event-
related arrangements, details of which will be 
shared in due course,” he said.
He also thanked his staff for their untiring 
efforts and hard work that included “sacrificing 
their Eidul Fitr holidays” in an effort to ensure 

that the board honours its commitment to 
its fans to hold the remaining matches of the 
tournament in June.
“The holding of the remaining matches in Abu 
Dhabi will allow our fans to once again follow 
and support their favourite players and teams 
through our high-quality broadcast coverage of 
one of the most competitive cricket leagues in 
the world,” he said.
The tournament was cut short in March after 
seven people participating in the tournament 
tested positive for Covid-19.
At the time, the cricket board had said the 
decision had been taken out of consideration 
for the health and wellbeing of all participants 
in the tournament.
Like the PSL, which was postponed midway 
through the season with 14 matches played 
from February 20 to March 3, the Indian 
Premier League (IPL) was also suspended in 
May after the emergence of positive Covid-19 
cases in the bio-secure bubble created for the 
participating teams.

Falling into US ‘trap’ will hurt Swedish 
firms, 5G rollout: analysts

Bureaau Report
Stockholm

As a Sweden court is weighing a decision that 
could decide Huawei’s fate in the country, Chinese 
analysts warned that Sweden - along with other 
European countries - should be aware that a 
Huawei ban at the behest of the US may hurt their 
own companies and dampen their roles in the 5G 
sector. Analysts also cautioned that the US may 
have treated Sweden with some “sweetness” for 
the decision, but the latter must avoid falling into 
a “US trap,” as the US will sacrifice the interests 
of its so-called “allies” at any time for its own 
benefit.
The remarks come as a verdict that will decide 
Huawei’s role in Sweden’s 5G market is looming. 
In October last year, telecom regulator the 

Swedish Post and Telecom Authority (PTS) 
banned the use of equipment from Huawei and 
ZTE by its telecom operators taking part in 5G 
auctions. Huawei in January appealed against the 
decision, and a verdict is expected to come in the 
next few weeks, according to a Reuters report. 
“It feels extremely strange that the PTS would 
make a decision almost overnight that excludes 
us from the Swedish market, just because we 
have our domicile in China. It would of course 
be commercially devastating for Huawei not to 
always put our customers first and risk destroying 
the relationship we have built,” Kenneth 
Fredriksen, executive vice president at Huawei’s 
central east Europe and Nordic region, said in a 
statement on the company’s website in April.
On May 10, the Global Times learned from sources 
that after the Huawei fallout, Ericsson’s fate in 
China may also be at risk, and Sweden faces 
the last chance to pull back its wrong decision 
to exclude Chinese firms such as Huawei from 
participating in the country’s 5G construction.
While Ericsson has been invited to participate in 
5G equipment tests in China, that does not mean it 
will be chosen. Sweden has to carefully reconsider 
its China policy, sources told the Global Times in 
an exclusive interview.
Chinese officials have repeatedly asked Sweden 
several times to correct its wrong decisions and 
provide Chinese companies with an open, fair, 

and non-discriminatory business environment to 
avoid a negative impact on bilateral economic and 
trade cooperation as well as Swedish companies’ 
operations in China.
“If Ericsson loses the chance to stay in China, it 
will lose the experience field of the world’s most 
advanced 5G technology, and can only practice 
its technologies in second-rate scenarios, which 
will further dampen its ability,” Xiang Ligang, 
director-general of the Beijing-based Information 
Consumption Alliance, told the Global Times.
According to Ericsson’s annual report, China 
contributed about 8.1 percent of its net sales in 
2020, up from 7.0 percent in 2019. Sales in China 
rose 18.2 percent from 2019, while those in the 
US grew 6.2 percent year-on-year.
Analysts said that Sweden’s decision is largely 
controlled by the US, which has been aggressively 
pressuring its allies to cut cooperation with 
Chinese firms such as Huawei citing so-called 
“national security” excuses. It has so far failed to 
disclose any solid evidence.
“Some European countries may hope that by 
cutting ties with Huawei, the US will ‘play 
together’ with them and share with them in 
the 6G era, and achieve win-win results in the 
sector,” Cui Hongjian, director of the Department 
of European Studies at the China Institute of 
International Studies, told the Global Times on 
Sunday.

Hot desks will cater to employ-
ees working between home and 

office
Bureaau Report

DUBAI
Oman Insurance has opened a 
new headquarters building in 
Dubai that features hot desks as 
employees work between home 
and the office.
The insurer said employees 
from its Al-Rigga and Maktoum 
branches had moved to a six-story 
building next to Al Ghurair Mall 
in Deira.
“We are indeed aiming to 
empower our employees with 
modern communication tools 
and hot-desking functionalities 
to support our objective of having 
employees working from home 
while creating an environment 

with purpose-built work areas 
that are open, bright and 
futuristic,” said CEO Jean-Louis 
Laurent Josi.
The pandemic has upended 
traditional office working 
practices as many employers 
move to a hybrid model where 
staff move between home and 
office working as required. The 
trend has led to architects re-
imagining new office space as 
employers adjust to the new 
normal.

Jazadco wanted to increase 
capital to SR828 million from 
SR500 million, No reason for 
CMA’s denial of capital in-

crease was given
Bureau Report

RIYADH 
Jazan Energy and Development Co. 
has terminated its agreement to 
acquire Jazil Investment Co. after 
Saudi Arabia’s Capital Markets 
Authority denied its request to 
increase its capital.
Jazan Energy had requested to 
increase its capital from SR500 
million ($133 million) to SR828 
million through the issue of new 
ordinary shares to the sellers of Jazil 
Investment, Jazan said in a filing to 
the Tadawul.
“The non-approval from the CMA 
is one of the conditions precedent 

for the transaction, and that failure 
to obtain it leads to the termination 
of the agreement,” Jazan said in the 
filing. “The company will review the 
next steps and announce any future 
material developments related to 
the transaction in a timely manner.” 
Jazan remains “committed to its 
expansion plans”, it said.
The company last week announced 
a quadrupling of first-quarter net 
profit to SR2.1 million as sales 
increased led by a 10.3 percent 
jump in agriculture and aquaculture 
products.
Jazil was founded in 2004 as part 
of Family Investment Office Co. Its 
investments include Performance 
Minerals & Chemicals Factory, 
Taaqaat Technical Services Co., Axis 
Inspection and Al Jazeera Gypsum 
Factory.

Oman Insurance moves to new 
hot desk office in Dubai

Jazan Energy acquisition of Jazil Investment 
off after capital increase denied

Bahrain sees 23% 
rise in the value of 
govt tenders issued 

in Q1
Bureaau Report

DUBAI
Bahrain issued $1.6 billion worth of 
government contracts in the first quarter 
(Q1) of 2021, a year-on-year rise of 23 
percent, according to new data released by 
Bahrain’s Tender Board — the country’s 
government procurement regulator. The 
total number of individual contracts rose 
25 percent year-on-year over the first three 
months of 2021, with the majority issued as 
part of Bahrain’s $32 billion infrastructure 
development plans.
The oil sector was the dominant source 
in Q1, accounting for $767 million — or 
48 percent — of all contracts. This was 
followed by the aviation sector ($382 
million), the construction and engineering 
consultancy sector ($194 million) and the 
materials and equipment sector ($119 
million). “The volume of economic activity, 
with 25 percent more tenders awarded in 
the first quarter of this year compared to 
last year, demonstrates the strength of the 
economy and the size of the opportunity for 
businesses that are looking to partner with 
Bahrain,” the chairman of the Tender Board, 
Shaikh Nayef bin Khalid Al Khalifa, said in a 
press statement.
“Improvements made to our e-tendering 
system over the last year are just part of a 
wider digitalization drive that is realizing 
greater efficiencies, benefiting the private 
sector and taking full advantage of Bahrain’s 
advanced digital infrastructure.” An analysis 
of the contracts awarded in 2020 showed 
that Bahrain’s Ministry of Health reported 
a 140 percent year-on-year increase in 
the total value of tenders, as the country 
ramped up its expenditure to combat 
the spread of the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19).

Bureaau Report
BEIJING

With lingering uncertainty over the global economic 
recovery from COVID-19 and spillover effects from 
US monetary and fiscal policies, China needs to be 
aware of financial risks amid concerns over surging US 
inflation, according to an annual financial policy report 
released on Sunday that also said there wouldn’t be a 
“sharp U-turn” in China’s monetary policy this year.
A major contradiction facing global monetary 
policymaking is that there’s adequate liquidity while 
inflationary expectations are conspicuously rising, Lu 
Lei, deputy head of the State Administration of Foreign 
Exchange (SAFE), said on Sunday when releasing the 
report at the Tsinghua PBCSF Global Finance Forum 
in Beijing.
The US Fed reiterated at its April meeting that it’s 
not yet time to talk about tapering the policy of 
quantitative easing, continuing to send a dovish 
signal. Meanwhile, the world’s major central banks 
also largely maintain a dovish stance. Nonetheless, 
US consumer inflation soared to 4.2 percent in April, 
beating estimates of 3.6 percent and roiling the stock 
and bond markets.  The US bond market’s five-year 

inflation outlook has jumped to the highest since 2005, 
Lu said, warning of a possible lasting and far-reaching 
impact on the exchange rate, the financial sector and 
the real economy from the prolonged liquidity easing.
Many economists and market observers believe that 
the US inflation risk has hit the highest level in over a 
decade, and the possibility of the Fed raising interest 
rates sooner than expected is increasing.  Once the 
liquidity trend reverses, the global economy will take a 
huge hit, they said. The real economy around the world 
is now recovering, “but financial markets have shown 
an increasing trend toward turmoil, with zero or even 
negative interest rates, as well as massive injections of 
liquidity,” said Ju Jiandong, director of the Center for 

International Finance and Economics Research under 
the National Institute of Financial Research, Tsinghua 
University.
Before the pandemic, the financial market was like a 
river - now, it’s like the sea, maintaining unprecedented 
powers, Ju told the Global Times in an interview on the 
sidelines of the forum.
Against the backdrop of the increasingly turbulent 
“sea”, it’s only a matter of time until a financial crisis 
occurs, he warned.
But once the Fed raises interest rates, its impact on 
the US market will have an adverse spillover effect on 
the world.  According to Ju, the US financial markets so 
far remain the strongest in the world. It’s believed that 
Fed can stabilize the US market once monetary policy 
changes; however, it may trigger a crisis elsewhere, 
such as in developing countries, since a US monetary 
policy tightening will draw capital to flow back and 
other countries may unfortunately face risks of 
hyperinflation and capital flight.
In light of this, China needs to stay vigilant about the 
possible short-term impact from monetary policy 
shifts in developed countries, said Zhang Xiaohui, dean 
of Tsinghua University PBC School of Finance.

Chinese official paper warns of financial risks posed 
by US policies, domestic market

Bureau Report
LONDON

Reigning IndyCar  champion 
Scott Dixon led the way 
as Chip Ganassi Racing 
 dominated the opening day 
of qualifying for the 105th 
Indianapolis 500. The New 
Zealand racer, gunning for a 
seventh IndyCar series crown 
this season, led all four of the 
Ganassi drivers into Sunday’s 
Fast Nine Shootout - when the 
top nine spots on the starting 
grid for the May 30 race will 
be determined.
Dixon was the first driver 
on track when qualifying 
started and produced a four-
lap  average speed of 231.828 
mph on the famed 2 1/2-mile 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
circuit. He stayed atop the 
times for more than five hours 
as a total of 58 attempts to 
topple him failed. Dixon, who 
won the Indianapolis 500 in 
2008, will go last on Sunday 
in the Fast Nine shootout as 
the top nine from Saturday’s 
session go out in reverse order 
in pursuit of pole position 
and the remaining spots on 
the first three rows. Dixon, 

who topped practice times 
on Friday, will be the favorite 
to earn his fourth Indy 500 
pole, but he’ll face a powerful 
challenge from teammates 
Tony Kanaan of Brazil, Alex 
Palou of Spain and Marcus 
Ericsson of Sweden.
Kanaan was third-quickest 
on Saturday at 231.639 mph 
behind second-fastest Colton 
Herta of Andretti Autosport 
(231.648). Ed Carpenter of 
Ed Carpenter Racing was 
fourth-fastest in 231.616 and 
the team’s young Dutch driver 
Rins VeeKay, coming off his 
first IndyCar victory on the 
Indy Speedway road course 
last week, was fifth-quickest 
in 231.483. Brazilian Helio 
Castroneves, a three-time 
Indianapolis 500 winner, 
was sixth (231.164) for 
Meyer-Shank Racing. Palau 
nabbed the seventh-fastest 
time despite crashing in turn 
two while making his second 
qualifying attempt. He hadn’t 
withdrawn his first run of 
231.145 mph, but his team 
will face the challenge of 
getting his car in shape for a 
pole position bid.

Sweden warned not to fall into US ‘trap’ to ban Chinese firms

Mickelson seizes command at PGA in pursuit 
of historic win

PCB says remaining PSL matches to be 
held in Abu Dhabi

Dixon leads as Ganassi 
dominant in opening Indy 500 

qualifying
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Gov’t committed to hitting looters 
hard: Shahbaz Gill

ISLAMABAD  

Minister for Interior Sheikh Rasheed Ahmad, 
Sunday said that the government would pro-
vide incentives to the poor, especially the sala-
ried and white-color class in its next federal 
budget. Talking to media, he said that despite 
the epidemic and unfavorable international 
economic conditions, the 4 percent Gross 
domestic product (GDP) growth rate of the 
Pakistani economy was a testament to the 
extraordinary performance of Prime Minister 
Imran Khan and his economic team.
He said positive economic indicators mean that 
Pakistan’s economy has now “taken off”. This 
growth rate will increase further in the next 
two years, Inshallah, he added.
Criticism of the opposition’s economic devel-
opment meant merely creating political chaos 
and instability in the country, he said and added 
that opposition feared that Prime Minister 
Imran Khan would get more victories in the 
next election and their political drama would 

be stopped.
On the other hand, Special Assistant to Prime 
Minister on Political Communication Shahbaz 
Gill has said that the government is commit-
ted to hitting the looters and plunderers hard 
and Shehbaz Sharif will not be allowed to skip 
the process.
Talking to the media here on Sunday, he said 
that Nawaz Sharif staged a drama to bypass the 
law but now he stands exposed that his motive 
was not treatment in England but to save his 
skin from the rule of law.
He said that Shehbaz Sharif was guarantor of 
Nawaz Sharif and now the government has 
decided that he would not be allowed to flee 
Pakistan in any case. The motive of Shehbaz 
Sharif is also to save himself from the spectra 
of accountability.
Responding to a question as to why Nawaz 
Sharif is not being brought back to Pakistan 
through Interpol, he said that we have already 
started working on it. He said Nasir Butt was 
staging a drama to malign Britain that people 
living there were not safe.

RMB settlement as facilitator of CPEC develop-
ment: Experts

ISLAMABAD 
Chairman China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) Au-
thority Lt, Gen. Asim Saleem Bajwa on Sunday said that 
work on the 103 kilometer Nokundi-Mashkhel road had 
started that would improve access to Iran.
In his tweet, Asim Bajwa informed that detailed design of 
Mashkhel-Panjgur Road (200 km) was also in process.
He said the entire remote region of Balochistan would be 
opened by connecting N-40 with N-85 and M-8 (Western 
Route of CPEC)-linking Chagai-Nokundi Sector with Gwa-
dar. The Chairman said Gwadar port was becoming hub of 
economic activities under the mega project of CPEC.
Meanwhile an official of CPEC Authority said that the de-
velopment of roads in South Balochistan was key prior-
ity of the government to improve connectivity of Gwadar 
with North.
He informed that about 60 percent construction work 
of Basima-Khuzdar road had been completed while con-
struction of Hoshab Awaran road had also been started.
“Prime Minister’s vision of uplifting remote areas espe-
cially South Balochistan is being realized,” he added.
The 146 kilometers Hoshab-Awaran project is an integral 
part of China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) Central 

Alignment which connects Gwader Port with the Sindh 
Province.
The project is expected to be completed in three years at 
an estimated cost of Rs 20 billion.
Similarly the Basima-Khuzdar road (N-30) is 106 KM long 
having a cost of Rs11.749 billion. This project is expected 
to be completed by end of current year.
With respect to the completed road projects under CPEC, 
the 449 KM Quetta to Hoshab road (N-85) had been com-
pleted and was operational while the 235 KM long Surab-
Quetta (N-25) road had also been completed and was 
operational. Similarly the official added that the 193 KM 
Gwadar-Hoshab (M-8) road and 250 KM Ratodero–Khuz-
dar (M-8) road was also operational. 

JKPJF urges UN to take notice 
of deteriorating condition of 
Hurriyat leaders languishing 

in Indian & IIOJK jails

Chinese company 
willing to cooperate in 
power infrastructure 

development in Pakistan 

BEIJING  

National Command and Operation Centre has 
urged masses to follow safe tourism policy as 
restrictions ease on tourism from tomorrow 
(Monday).
The special session was held in Islamabad to-
day (Sunday), with National Coordinator Lieu-
tenant General Hamood uz Zaman Khan in the 
chair.
The forum asked public to strictly adhere to 
health guidelines and safety protocols to curb 
coronavirus spread.
The meeting was briefed that a comprehensive 
monitoring mechanism has been devised to 
ensure that the SOPs are being implemented in 
true letter and spirit.
The forum also reviewed the inbound travel 
policy. It was informed that the Category C list 
of the countries, having mutated version or 
variant of Covid-19 prevailing with more lethal 
and contagious form of the disease, has been re-
vised with addition of certain other countries, 
which would be implemented from Wednesday. 

ISLAMABAD
The government has so far disbursed 
around one billion rupee among the 
female entrepreneurs, qualified under 
the Youth Entrepreneurship Scheme 
(YES) of Kamyab Jawan Programme 
(KJP). Special Assistant to the Prime 
Minister (SAPM) on Youth Affairs 
Muhammad Usman Dar confirmed 
that the amount, out of the total dis-
bursement amounting Rs8 billion un-
der YES, was distributed among over 
1,000 qualified women entrepreneurs.
He said the YES was launched in Oc-
tober 2019 under the banner of Ka-
myab Jawan Programme to provide 
the youth soft loans for initiation of 
their own businesses. An amount of Rs 
25 billion was allocated to the women 
exclusively under the programme, he 
added.
The SAPM urged the women to come 
forward and take benefit of the Ka-
myab Jawan Programme which was 
launched with an aim to uplift the 
youth of Pakistan without any dis-
crimination on the basis of gender and 

political affiliation.
He said the youth bulge was being 
transformed into employment cre-
ators through successful execution of 
the KJP, which was set to become the 
‘biggest’ engine for job creation in the 
country. “At least 10,000 young people 
have been succeeded to open their own 
businesses after obtaining soft loans 
under the Kamyab Jawan Programme. 
A total of about 70,000 jobs have been 
created so far through disbursement 
of Rs8 billion under its Youth Entre-
preneurship Scheme (YES),” he main-
tained. He said at the moment, the soft 
loan scheme had three tiers. Under 
tier-1, loan limit was from Rs100, 000 
to Rs1 million, whereas tier-2’s loan 
limit was from above Rs1 million and 
upto Rs10 million and under tier-3, 
loan limit was from above Rs10 mil-
lion and upto Rs25 million, he added.
He said for tier-1 loans, there was no 
need to provide any security to banks 
as one could get the loan on the basis 
of his talent. At least four thousands 
shops had been opened in different lo-

calities under this tier, he added.
For tier-1 loans, he said mark up rate 
was 3 percent, while markup rate for 
tier-2 loans was 4 percent, and for 
tier-3, mark up rate was 5 percent.
Usman Dar said the government was 
planning to add another tier of Rs 
100,000 to Rs 500,000 as most of the 
applications were received for this 
type of loans under the YES.
He said after addition of a new tier, the 
loan from Rs 100,000 to Rs 500,000 
would be given at village and union 
council levels in the first category, 
while amount of the soft loan would 
be increased from Rs one million to Rs 
two million under the second one.
He added that the amount ranging 
from Rs two million to Rs 25 million 
would be given in third category, while 
under fourth category a loan of up to 
Rs 50 million would be given.
The SAPM said the Federal Cabinet 
and Economic Coordination Commit-
tee would hopefully green lighted the 
proposed changes in the KJP in this 
budget. VoM

Kamyab Jawan Programme   

KJP to uplift the youth of Pakistan without any 
discrimination, says Usman Dar

Rs1 bln disbursed among female entrepreneurs under Kamyab Jawan Programme

Gov’t Measures
Gov’t to provide special relief to salaried 

class in budget: Sheikh Rasheed

CPEC 
New road network under CPEC to improve 

access to Iran: Asim Bajwa

NCOC urges masses 
to follow safe 

tourism policy   

The company also donated to the medical 
institutions in Wuhan 125,000 pieces of 

medical materials, which were purchased 
from domestic and overseas supplies with a 

total worth of RMB 6.73 million
KUNMING

China Southern Power Grid Yunnan International 
is willing to cooperate in power grid and power 
infrastructure development in Pakistan in wake 
of investment opportunities offered under China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) framework, 
said Chief Engineer, Zhang Yunhu. There are good 
examples for the cooperation in power sector 
mostly in power plants under CPEC flagship proj-
ect. “For us, if we have opportunity to participate 
in the cooperation in power grid and power in-
frastructure development in Pakistan, we will be 
very pleased and we will do our best to cooperate 
if there is any opportunity in the future,” he said 
while talking.
He said, some other Chinese companies have done 
well for the power plant and power sources devel-
opment and cooperation in foreign countries and 
his company is focusing on power grid develop-
ment in South China and has also cooperation in 
neighbouring countries.Zhang Yunhu informed 
that his company is the subsidiary of China South-
ern Power Grid Co., Ltd. (CSG) and serves as its 
platform to carry out international power coop-
eration in South Asia and Southeast Asia. It has es-
tablished international power cooperation in grid 
interconnection, cross-border power trade, over-
seas investment, overseas project contracting, 
management and technical consulting and cul-
tural and people to people exchanges with neigh-
bouring countries such as Bangladesh, Myanmar, 
Vietnam, Laos, Thailand and Cambodia for 10 
years, he said. He said, since the beginning of grid 
interconnection and international power trade in 
2004, the electricity volume traded by CSG and its 
cross-border counterparts has exceeded 66TWh. 
In the power trade with neighbouring countries, 
the proportion of clean energy exceeds 90 per-
cent, which promotes optimal allocation of clean 
energy across regions and injects green power 
into regional economic and social development.
About technological innovation and world leading 
technologies, he said, the company put into opera-
tion the world’s first UHVDC project, first multi-
terminal VSC-HVDC project and first VSC-UHVDC 
asynchronous interconnection project of the high-
est voltage level. VoM

‘Corona curfew’ extended till May 31 in IIOJK
ISLAMABAD

Speakers at a seminar have urged the United 
Nations to take notice of deteriorating con-
dition of the illegally detained Hurriyat lead-
ers and activists languishing in Indian and 
Indian illegally occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir jails.
They expressed these views at a seminar 
in Muzaffarabad titled “Unabated Torture 
& Killings in Indian Occupied Kashmir” or-
ganized by Jammu and Kashmir Peace and 
Justice Form on the martyrdom anniversary 
of Mirwaiz Maulvi Muhammad Farooq and 
Abdul Ghani Lone.
They urged UN to play their role in immedi-
ate release and support in ending Indian Ille-
gal occupation of Jammu and Kashmir State.
In Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, Hurriyat leader, Javaid Ahmed Mir, 
has deplored the silence of the international 
community on the killing of innocent Kash-
miris and Palestinians by Indian and Israeli 
troops. Kashmir and Palestine are glaring 
examples of the failure of the world peace-
makers, the United Nations and other inter-
national forums, which are playing the role 
of mute spectators.
Javaid Ahmed Mir also appealed to the UN 
Secretary General to impress upon India to 
release all Kashmiri detainees.
It is noted that earlier, Mirwaiz Umar Fa-
rooq had called for a complete shutdown 
and a march towards Mazar-e-Shuhada in 
Srinagar, today, to pay tributes to prominent 
martyred Hurriyat leaders, Mirwaiz Molvi 
Muhammad Farooq and Khawaja Abdul 
Ghani Lone, as well as the martyrs of Hawal 
massacre on their martyrdom anniversaries. 
All Parties Hurriyat Conference had also giv-
en the call for the shutdown on the occasion. 
Meanwhile, Indian troops continued their 
violent cordon and search operations in dif-
ferent areas of the territory.
The authorities have further tightened cur-
few and other restrictions in the name of Co-
vid in the territory to prevent the March and 
prayer meetings today.

Indian pandemic Crisis  
India battles fatal fungal threat as 
coronavirus deaths near 300,000

Pak-China Relations  

China has cast vote of confidence in future 
of Pakistan: Mushahid Hussain Sayed

India has reported more than 26 mil-
lion confirmed cases of the coronavi-
rus since the pandemic began, with 

almost half occurring in the past 
two months. On Sunday, the Health 

Ministry reported 3,741 new deaths, 
driving India’s confirmed fatalities to 

299,266
RIYADH 

Doctors in India are fighting a fatal fungal in-
fection affecting COVID-19 patients or those 
who have recovered from the disease amid a 
coronavirus surge that has driven the coun-
try’s fatalities to nearly 300,000.
The life-threatening condition, known as mu-
cormycosis, is relatively rare but doctors sus-
pect that the sudden increase in the infection 
could further complicate India’s fight against 
the pandemic. India has reported more than 
26 million confirmed cases of the coronavi-
rus since the pandemic began, with almost 
half occurring in the past two months. On 
Sunday, the Health Ministry reported 3,741 
new deaths, driving India’s confirmed fa-
talities to 299,266. It also reported 240,842 
new infections, as daily cases remained below 
300,000 for a week. The numbers are almost 
certainly undercounts, with many cases likely 

being missed due to limited testing.
Experts say new infections in India, which had 
been rising steeply, may finally be slowing. But 
there are some early indications that mucor-
mycosis, also known as “black fungus,” is fast 
becoming a cause of worry.
Mucormycosis is caused by exposure to 
mucor mold, which is commonly found in 
soil, air and even in the nose and mucus of 
humans. It spreads through the respiratory 
tract and erodes facial structures. Sometimes, 
doctors have to surgically remove the eye to 
stop the infection from reaching the brain.
On Saturday, federal minister Sadananda 
Gowda said nearly 9,000 cases had been re-
ported in India so far, leading to a shortage 
of Amphotericin B, the drug used to treat the 
condition.
Gowda didn’t share the number of fatalities, 
but local media have said more than 250 have 

died because of the disease.
Health officials were working to alleviate the 
drug shortage, which comes at a time when 
the country is already short on supplies of ox-
ygen and other health care needs, Gowda said.
Mucormycosis has a high mortality rate and 
was already present in India before the pan-
demic. It is not contagious but its frequency in 
the last month has left doctors shocked.
“It is a new challenge and things are looking 
bleak,” said Ambrish Mithal, the chairman and 
head of the endocrinology and diabetes de-
partment at Max Healthcare, a chain of private 
hospitals in India.
Mithal said the fungal infection preys on pa-
tients with weakened immune systems and 
underlying conditions, particularly diabetes, 
and irrational usage of steroids. Uncontrolled 
blood sugar can put immunocompromised 
people at a higher risk of contracting the 
disease.
“Earlier I used to come across just a few cases 
every year but the current infection rate is 
frightening,” said Mithal.
The latest surge of coronavirus infections in 
rural India has already taken a toll. Now heath 
experts are worried that over-the-counter 
medication, including steroids, can increase 
the prevalence of mucormycosis.

Hussain believes that China is a major 
force for maintaining world stability. 
With the deepening of the Belt and 
Road Initiative, China has become a 
source of prosperity for many coun-

tries in Asia, Africa and Latin America, 
including Pakistan. China has also 

become a source of stable global order
ISLAMABAD

China has cast vote of confidence in future 
of Pakistan said senator Mushahid Hussain 
Sayed on the occasion of 70th anniversary 
of Sino-Pak diplomatic ties.
He recalled that President Xi Jinping’s state 
visit to Pakistan in April 2015, he presented 
the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence 
Friendship Award to Pakistani friendly per-
sonages, and he was one of them. Unlike the 
other laureates,
Hussain had his first contact with a Chinese 
leader when he presented a wreath to the 
then Chairman of the Standing Committee 
of the National People’s Congress of China, 
Liu Shaoqi as a youth representative when 
Chairman Liu visited Pakistan in 1966.
Hussain recalled that as soon as Chairman 
Liu’s car arrived on the street, it was sur-

rounded by people waiting on both sides.
The cheers and applause were deafening. “I 
had never seen such a scene. This experi-
ence aroused my interest in China, which 
has continued to this day.”
Since his first visit to China in 1970, 
Hussain has made more than 90 trips to 
China and has dedicated to the cause of 
China-Pakistan friendship under different 
roles. Hussain told the reporter, “Pakistan 
recognized the People’s Republic of China 
in January 1950, as the first country to do 
so. The two countries formally established 
diplomatic relations the following year. In 
1956, Premier Zhou Enlai visited Pakistan 
for the first time, which marked the begin-
ning of high-level visits between China and 
Pakistan.”
Premier Zhou visited Pakistan four times. 

During his second visit in 1964, he planted 
the first Friendship Tree. Since then, al-
most every Chinese leader has planted a 
Friendship Tree while visiting Pakistan.
Over the past 70 years, thanks to the care 
of the leaders of both countries, these 
Friendship Trees have grown into towering 
trees that are both luxuriant and resilient. 
“We have welcomed many Chinese lead-
ers since then. With the close high-level 
exchanges between the two countries, we 
have also witnessed the China-Pakistan 
relations constantly advancing to new 
levels. President Xi’s historic visit in 2015 
brought China-Pakistan relations to a cli-
max,” Hussain said.
Pakistan is now China’s only “all-weather 
strategic cooperative partner”.
“What does ‘all-weather’ mean? It means 
that irrespective of changes in the region, 
in the world, in China or in Pakistan, the 
rock-solid China-Pakistan friendship will 
not be affected at any cost.”
Hussain said, “Although political parties in 
Pakistan have varied views and positions, 
showing friendship for China is a consensus 
of all parties. The China-Pakistan friendship 
has long transcended internal disputes.”


