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“The Night of Decree is bet-
ter than a thousand months,” 

(Qur’an, 97:3)

Tax Reforms       
Gov’t effective strategies results historic 

increase in taxpayers: Asad Umar

Diplomacy       

Pakistan’s HC projects the country’s position on 
regional issues at Australian War College

Energy Market    

Oil jumps on steep drop in U.S. crude stocks

The Asian Telegraph

Four FC troopers mar-
tyred in Zhob terrorist 

attack
ISLAMABAD   

At least four personnel of the Frontier Corps 
(FC) were martyred while six others were 
injured in a terrorist attack in Balochistan’s 
Zhob district. The FC troopers were part of 
a fencing party working on the Pak-Afghan 
border when they came under attack from 
Afghanistan. “[The attack took place] today 
during [a] fencing activity in Manzakai sector, 
district Zhob, Balochistan along [the] Pak-Af-
ghan border,” read a statement from the Inter-
Services Public Relations (ISPR). “Terrorists 
from across Afghanistan ambushed FC troops 
moving for fencing. 4 FC soldiers embraced 
shahadat while 6 got injured. FC troops re-
sponded promptly,” the communique added.
The injured, it added, were evacuated to CMH 
[Combined Military Hospital] Quetta. “Those 
shaheed include Havaldar Noor Zaman, Se-
poy Shakeel Abbas, Sepoy Ehsan Ullah and 
Naik Sultan.” Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid 
condemned the incident and said the fencing 
work will be completed under any condition.
In January, a FC soldier embraced martyrdom 
when terrorists from inside Afghanistan fired 
across the international border at a military 
checkpost in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa’s Mohm-
and district. 25-year-old Sepoy Fazal Wahid, 
a resident of Shangla in Swat valley, sustained 
bullet injuries during the exchange of fire and 
succumbed to his wounds later on. Pakistani 
troops responded promptly to the attack.

The positive signs in Pakistan’s econ-
omy were seen during the ongoing 
fiscal year 2020-21 (FY20-21), with 
remittances growing, tax collection 
going up, and the primary balance 
turning into a surplus worth as well, 

he added
ISLAMABAD

Federal Minister for Planning and Devel-
opment Asad Umar Wednesday said that 
with the implementation of successful 
strategies of current government, coun-
try was witnessing a historic increase in 
active taxpayer network, about 2.5 mil-
lion people have filed their annual income 
tax returns. Government would continue 
walking down the path of stabilization 
while moving towards stimulating growth 
in the economy, he said while speaking to 
PTV news channel. The positive signs in 
Pakistan’s economy were seen during the 
ongoing fiscal year 2020-21 (FY20-21), 
with remittances growing, tax collection 
going up, and the primary balance turning 
into a surplus worth as well, he added. He 
further explained that the current govern-
ment inherited a very precarious econom-
ic situation in 2018 and therefore had to 
introduce strict financial discipline to cur-
tail excessive government expenditure, in-
crease revenue collection, introduce mar-
ket driven exchange rate, remove large tax 

exemptions and discourage imports. Dur-
ing Covid-19, Asad Umar said the govern-
ment introduced smart lockdown to bal-
ance the imperative to contain the spread 
of the disease with the need to keep the 
economy functional, adding, Pakistan’s 
economy situation is far better than other 
countries. He said despite Covid-19, Paki-
stan has registered an upward trend in for-
eign remittances which is a clear reflection 
of confidence in Pakistan’s economy.
Asad Umar said that country also wit-
nessed a double digit growth for exports, 
adding, the policies of government of Paki-
stan were very wise, focusing on the pre-
vention and control of the pandemic on 
the one hand and the economic recovery.
He said that Pakistan’s economic frame-
work was stable as government had fo-
cused on ending the energy crisis, which 
was necessary for industrial expansion 
and job creation. Replying a query, he said 
that Prime Minister Imran Khan was the 
only leader who highlighted the grievanc-
es of Karachi and he took bold decisions 
for the welfare of neglected city, adding, 
around 20% of electricity was provided 
to Karachi only. He said the power system 
was more batter than previous years, add-
ing, the federal government had “forced 
KE to build a proper power distribution 
system.”

President UNGA louds 
Pakistan for its great 

contribution to the UN 
peace-keeping operations

Pakistan condemns 
organized attacks on 

Pakistani troops along 
Pak-Afghan border

UNGA President Volkan Bozkir to visit 
Pakistan ‘later this month’

UNITED NATIONS
The President of UN General Assembly, 
Volkan Bozkir has appreciated Pakistan 
for its great contribution to the UN peace-
keeping operations around the world aimed 
at promoting international peace and security.
Addressing a press conference at UN 
Headquarters in New York, he said Pakistan 
is one of the largest troop’s contributors to the 
peacekeeping missions.
The UN General Assembly President reiterated 
that Jammu and Kashmir dispute should be 
resolved through dialogue governed by the 
United Nations Charter and relevant Security 
Council resolutions.
Volkan Bozkir said he will pay a visit to 
Pakistan on the invitation of Islamabad 
government during his upcoming trip to South 
Asian countries.
Addressing a press conference at UN 
Headquarters the other day confirming his 
visit, Volkan Bozkir said that he was also 
scheduled to visit India during the upcoming 
trip but had to postpone the trip because of the 
serious situation created by the coronavirus 
pandemic.
It will be the second visit to Pakistan of 
President Bozkir, a veteran Turkish diplomat. 
He paid a visit to Pakistan in August 2020, 
ahead of the opening of the 75th session of the 
193-member Assembly.Replying to questions, 
he said he was visiting Pakistan to honour the 
country for its “great contribution” to the UN 
peace-keeping operations around the world 
aimed at promoting international peace and 
security. Pakistan is one of the largest troop 
contributors to the peacekeeping missions.

According to the Inter-Services Public Relations 
(ISPR), matters of mutual interest, regional secu-
rity situation including the Afghan peace process, 
defence, security and military to military coop-

eration were discussed during the meeting
ISLAMABAD

COAS emphasises on need to enhance 
military to military cooperation between 
Pakistan, KSA
Chief of the Army Staff (COAS) General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa emphasised the need 
to further enhance military to military 
cooperation between Pakistan and Saudi 
Arabia.
The army chief ’s remarks came during a 
meeting with the Chief of General Staff 
(CGS) Saudi Armed Forces General Fay-
iadh Bin Hamed Al Rowaily in Riyadh on 
Wednesday.
According to the Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR), matters of mutual in-
terest, regional security situation includ-
ing the Afghan peace process, defence, 
security and military to military coop-
eration were discussed during the meet-
ing.
“Pakistan-KSA cooperation will have a 
positive impact on peace and security in 
the region,” the ISPR stated quoting the 
army chief.
CGS KSA thanked the COAS for his sen-
timents and assured of full cooperation 
and support from the kingdom in all ini-

tiatives aimed at improving regional co-
operation, peace and stability.
Earlier it was reported that Gen Bajwa 
reached Riyadh on May 4 ahead of the 
crucial trip by Prime Minister Imran 
Khan to Saudi Arabia later this week.
The army chief was received by Paki-
stan’s recently-appointed Ambassador 
to Saudi Arabia Lt-Gen (retd) Bilal Akbar 
and Saudi military officials.
During the visit, the army chief would 
be meeting Saudi civil and military 
leadership in what seems to be part of 
the preparation of the prime minister’s 
scheduled to take place on May 7.
The visit of the army chief and upcoming 
trip by the premier is seen as significant 
as these developments suggest a thaw in 
ties between the two countries.

COAS Visits KSA                     
COAS urges for deepen military to military 

cooperation between Pakistan, KSA

He emphasized that ASEAN cen-
trality was and should remain at 
the heart of the Asia Pacific. He 
stated that all the countries in the 
region needed to work together 
and should avoid geo-strategic con-
cepts that promoted exclusionary 
groupings. He added that Pakistan 
wanted to preserve and strengthen 
its bilateral relations without being 
identified with any grouping. It 
would like to work for peace, pro-
gress and prosperity of the broader 

region
CANBERRA 

 High Commissioner Babar Amin addressed 
the 2021 Defence and Strategic Course at 
the Australian War College, highlighting 
Pakistan’s view on the current regional 
security issues in the context of Indo 
Pacific.  Briefing the participants, the High 
Commissioner stated that Pakistan prefers 
the traditional formulation of Asia Pacific 
which better reflects the historic and geo-
graphical realities of the region.  
He emphasized that ASEAN centrality was 
and should remain at the heart of the Asia 
Pacific. He stated that all the countries in 

the region needed to work together and 
should avoid geo-strategic concepts that 
promoted exclusionary groupings. He 
added that Pakistan wanted to preserve 
and strengthen its bilateral relations with-
out being identified with any grouping. It 
would like to work for peace, progress and 
prosperity of the broader region. 
Speaking on Pakistan’s focus on geo-eco-
nomic from geo-strategic outlook, the High 
Commissioner stated that the government 
of Pakistan was focused on socio-economic 
development, environmental issues, pov-
erty alleviation and prosperity of people 
by enhancing regional connectivity and 
promoting economic cooperation. 
The High Commissioner also briefed on 
Afghanistan Peace Process. He stated that 
Pakistan had consistently maintained 
that there was not military solution to the 

Afghan conflict. He added that Pakistan 
supported an Afghan-led and Afghan 
owned peace process and hoped that all 
the stakeholders in Afghanistan would seize 
this historic opportunity to reach a negoti-
ated settlement. 
The High Commissioner also apprised the 
audience about the human rights viola-
tions and the ensuing humanitarian crisis 
in IIOJK, since the illegal and unilateral 
Indian actions of 5 August 2019.  
He stated that the human rights violations 
were well documented by Human Rights 
Organizations, including reports by the 
Office of the High Commissioner of Human 
Rights (OHCHR) released in 2018 and 2019. 
The High Commissioner emphasized that 
the international community including 
Australia had the responsibility to raise the 
issue of human rights violations in IIOJK, 
on priority putting aside any political and 
economic expediencies. 
An interactive Q&A session followed the ad-
dress in which the attendees took signifi-
cant interest. The queries of the participants 
were responded to at length, citing histori-
cal overview, principles of international law 
and reports of international human rights 
organizations. 

The rise in oil prices to nearly two-
month highs has been supported 
by Covid-19 vaccine rollouts in the 
United States and Europe paving the 
way for pandemic lockdowns to be 

lifted and air travel to pick up
NEW YORK 

Oil prices rose nearly 1% on Wednesday, 
extending overnight gains, after indus-
try data estimated U.S. crude stockpiles 
fell much more than expected last week 
reinforcing bullish views on fuel de-
mand in the world’s largest economy.
U.S. West Texas Intermediate (WTI) 
crude futures leapt 72 cents, or 1.1%, 
to $66.42 a barrel, after climbing to 
$66.45, it’s highest since March 8.
Brent crude futures jumped 80 cents, or 
1.2%, to $69.66 barrel after touching a 
more than seven-week high of $69.64.
Both benchmark contracts rose nearly 
2% on Tuesday ahead of data from the 
American Petroleum Institute industry 
group.
API figures showed crude stocks fell by 
7.7 million barrels in the week ended 
April 30, according to two market 
sources. That was more than triple the 
drawdown expected by analysts.
“This should provide some further 

immediate upside momentum for the 
market,” ING Economics analysts said 
in a note.
Traders are awaiting data from the U.S. 
Energy Information Administration 
due at 10:30 a.m. EDT (1430 GMT) on 
Wednesday to see if official data shows 
such a large drawdown.
“If confirmed by the EIA, that would 
mark the largest weekly fall in the 
official data since late January,” 
Commonwealth Bank analyst Vivek 
Dhar said in a note.

The rise in oil prices to nearly two-
month highs has been supported by 
Covid-19 vaccine rollouts in the United 
States and Europe paving the way for 
pandemic lockdowns to be lifted and air 
travel to pick up.
So far that has more than offset a drop 
in fuel demand in India, which is bat-
tling a surge in infections.
“However, if we were to eventually see a 
national lockdown imposed, this would 
likely hit sentiment,” ING analysts said 
of the situation in India.

ISLAMABAD
TPrime Minister Imran Khan has said that the present 
government, keeping in view the vital role of agricul-
ture in country’s development and the prosperity of 
farmers, is committed to develop the agriculture sec-
tor on priority basis. Presiding over a meeting of the 
National Coordination Committee on Agriculture in 
Islamabad, he directed to formulate a clear road-map 
based on solid steps for the revival of different sectors 
of agriculture under the new vision of agricultural de-
velopment.
The Prime Minister also directed to ensure the provi-
sion of more facilities to farmers along with a conducive 
environment in view of the encouraging production of 
wheat, maize, rice, sugarcane and potato during the 
last two years. The Prime Minister directed for effective 
and timely decision making to boost agriculture sector 
through continuous monitoring of development and 
consultation with all the stakeholders.
Prime Minister Imran Khan on Wednesday said that the 
present government was committed to the develop-
ment and progress of merged areas (erstwhile FATA).
The provision of record Rs. 48 billion development 

funds for the merged arras by the federal government 
in current fiscal year despite difficult economic condi-
tions and coronavirus demonstrated that commitment, 
he added.
The Prime Minister was presiding over a meeting here 
to the review the progress of development projects in 
the merged areas of Khyber Pakhtoonkhwa (KP).
Minister for Planning Asad Umar, Minister for Religious 
Affairs Pir Noor-ul-Haq Qadri, Chief Minister KP Mah-
mood Khan, Minister of State for Information Farrukh 
Habib, Provincial Finance Minister Taimur Khan Jhagra, 
Members of National Assembly (MNAs) Gul Dad Khan, 
Gul Zafar Khan, Sajid Khan, Muhammad Iqbal Afridi, 
Malik Fakhar Zaman and senior officers of the federal 
and provincial governments were in attendance.
The meeting was told that 117 development projects 
have so far been approved for the merged areas which 
included the projects relating to education, health, 
communication, irrigations, sports, law and justice, ag-
riculture, energy, clean drinking water etc.
It was also briefed in detail about the funds released by 
the federal government and spent on the development 
projects in merged areas.

The Prime Minister directed to accord priority to such 
projects for merged areas in the next budget, in con-
sultation with local leaders and public representatives, 
which besides catering to the immediate needs of peo-
ple would prove beneficial for the people directly and in 
minimum duration.
He also directed for the constitution of committee com-
prising representatives of the federal and provincial 
governments to monitor the progress of development 
projects and for timely realization of the set targets.
The Prime Minister directed the public representative 
present in the meeting to involve the people regarding 
the process of ongoing development projects in the 
merged areas so that the development progress move 
forward with the support of masses.
About the provision of justice in the merged areas, he 
directed that special attention should be given to that 
aspect.
Prime Minister Imran Khan will perform groundbreak-
ing of a housing project at Raiwind, Lahore, under Pun-
jab Peri-Urban Low Cost Housing Scheme on Thursday.
Five hundred and fifty-six housing units will be con-
structed in this project. VoM

National Coordination Committee Meeting 

PM reaffirms resolve for development of 
agriculture sector on priority basis: PM

Gov’t committed to development, progress of merged areas: PM

Pakistan expresses grief over demise of jailed 
Hurriyat leader Ashraf Sehrai

ISLAMABAD
Foreign Office Spokesperson Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri 
has condemned organized attacks on Pakistani troops 
along the Pak-Afghan border and considers such acts 
as detrimental to ongoing peace and stability along 
the frontier.
Responding to some media queries regarding attack 
on Pakistani troops in Zhob District, he said around 20 
terrorists carried out attack on Pakistan fencing party 
this morning using small arms and heavy weapons, 
which resulted in martyrdom of four Pakistani soldiers 
and serious injuries to six.
Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri said Afghanistan’s Embassy in 
Islamabad has been asked to convey Pakistan’s con-
cerns to the relevant Afghan authorities to undertake 
effective measures against organized groups of terror-
ists operating from the Afghan soil follow mutually 
agreed protocols and SOPs and avoid recurrence of 
such incidents in future.
The Government and the people of Pakistan have ex-
pressed deep grief over the demise of senior All Parties 
Hurriyat Conference leader and Tehreek-e-Hurriyat 
Jammu and Kashmir Chairman Ashraf Sehrai in Indian 
custody. The Foreign Office, in a statement, said the 
senior Kashmiri leader was arrested last year on 
trumped up charges under the draconian Public Safety 
Act in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir. 
The statement said Ashraf Sehrai remained incarcer-
ated in Indian jail under squalid conditions despite 
serious deterioration of his health and the prevailing 
COVID-19 crisis.  It said India’s blatant attempts to 
portray the legitimate Kashmiri struggle as “terror-
ism,” and to prosecute its leaders through concocted 
cases is a clear violation of the UN Charter, UN Security 
Council and UN General Assembly resolutions, and in-
ternational human rights and humanitarian law. VoM
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Covid-19 Reflections: The 
Critical Lessons of Pandemic

The outbreak of Covid-19 in global panorama kindled worldwide battle of 
survival. The GDP proved to be just a number or whether a state is located in 
global core or global periphery, the merciless tyranny of virus spared nothing. 
Amongst these dynamics, there were astounding revelations about system 
of governance and internal state machinery. Those states with far-reaching 
foreign presence and overwhelming diplomatic clout appeared helpless be-

fore outburst of pandemic owing to mass deaths. The pandemic turned myriad glistening 
global goliaths into graveyards while miserably failed to inflict astronomical harm in some 
countries. Thus, post-pandemic world is palpably cognizant that some of mighty Great pow-
ers succumbed to onslaught of health crisis while others hitherto less prestigious global 
actors effectively contained this burgeoning scourge. Now, the question arises that which 
states circumvented this health cataclysm and which instruments of state power enabled 
them to emerge victorious? The answer lies in the strong system of governance and ef-
ficient bureaucracy. The techno-autocracies of East and West Asia such as China, Taiwan, 
Singapore and U.A.E on one hand and European democracy Germany successfully contained 
the spread of virus. The dysfunctional systems of governance and rotten to the core bu-
reaucracies of major Western democracies and Latin America such as United States, Britain, 
Italy, Chile, Brazil crippled state capacity to circumvent the health emergency. Ironically, the 
success of vaccination drives and ensuing scramble for herd immunity depends upon not 
just government but also societies because some of worst hit countries later managed to 
circumvent the infections after high-spirited cooperation from society. Hence, the significant 
lesson of pandemic is that strong governance machinery particularly health architecture 
is crucial to weather the storms of any proportion. Furthermore, strong governance struc-
ture will falter if society refuses to cooperate with government. The research of Michele 
Gelfand, a cultural psychologist at the University of Maryland, is relevant in this regard as 
she distinguished between countries with ‘loose’ and ‘tight’ cultures. The countries with 
tight cultures have high propensity to follow rules and vice versa. Thus, loose cultures are 
more vulnerable to mass calamities and this brings strong role of culture and society in 
determining resilience of a state.

Navigating the Post-Pandemic 
Economic Outlook

I t is not a prescient prediction that World Economic Order is faltering under the 
weight of pandemic and magnitude of this economic meltdown is unprecedented. 
Though, it’s impossible to reverse the damage or un-bankrupt the already ruined or 
closed businesses but the most alarming reality is lack of clear vision about future 
economic order. The economic roadmap to resuscitate the business and invest-
ments is still missing and policy-makers have yet to devise the blue-print for post-

pandemic economy. Ironically, many top economists of world have wrongly anticipated that 
pandemic-induced recession could be liquidated by generous spending and Keynesian for-
mula which will be followed by rapid V-shaped recovery. The era of magnificent delusions is 
long gone and governments are already feeling the weight of astronomical debts while their 
capacity to generate funds to repay debts has drastically shrunk. The economic landscape is 
bleak even in those countries which successfully circumvented spread of virus. The most-
hyped V-shaped economic recovery is phantasmagorical fantasy now. The International 
Monetary Fund predicts that by the end of 2021, the global economy will be barely larger 
than it was at the end of 2019 and that the US and European economies will still be about 
4% smaller. The post-pandemic uncertainty, bevy of bankruptcies, breakdown of supply 
chains and disruption of organizational structures depict that economic outlook of world 
will have to undergo drastic structural adjustments. The sectors which survived the shock 
and projected to grow are skill intensive and technologically advanced automated while 
labour intensive businesses are waning. The production, consumption and information flow 
patterns have changed and governments have to equip themselves with new models of 
economic governance to usher sustainable economic recovery. The unfettered capitalist logic 
that markets will automatically absorb this economic shock is dangerous misunderstanding 
and role of governments in managing this sudden economic fallout is very important. The 
government intervention to circumvent the growing automation induced inequality, digital 
divide and medical inequality between haves and haves not is crucial to sustain social and 
economic orders round the world.
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Today in History

Mitigating Islamophobic Challenge

IIn retrospect, the aftermaths of the 9/11 incident- 
Muslims around the world are facing the menace of 
Islamophobia and this widespread Jeopardy is 
seemingly pushing towards enduring hostile con-
figurations based on impediments of religious 
misinformation, indoctrination and politicization. 
Over the past few years, this anti-Muslim syndrome 
has taken dreadful strides, further provoking the fault 
lines driven by identity contentions. Consequently, with 
geopolitical intrigues and daunting traditional and non-
traditional challenges, the global world is witnessing 
intensifying Islamophobia trends, further endangering 
the prospects of inter-faith harmony and shattering the 
key emblems of the peaceful co-existence between the 
different ideologies and religions. Given circumstances 
ought to seek the root cause of such prejudice orienting 
from communities that are relatively perceived as mod-
ern, educated and had connotation of civilized society. 
In response, various valid justifications are more or less 
associated with the nature and idiosyncrasies of the 
general population, irrespective of their environment 
and social status. For instance, in contemporary times, 
the outbreak of Islamophobia Vis-a Vis phenomenon’s 
momentum and outreach is driven by the xenophobic 
culture, racial slurs, wrong attributions, negative profil-

ing and stereotyping of ideology at large. This particular 
notion is escalated in the fundamentalist non-Muslim 
majority states where Muslims are being subjected to 
hate crimes at the societal level and growing anger 
against the Muslim ideology resulting in contention 
and fragmentation. Several factors have been identi-
fied as the main contributors to such a worrisome 
trend: mounting far-right ideologies, refugee crises, 
immigration, negative perceptions amid adherents of 
different faiths, and provocative rhetoric by media with 
an aim to dente Muslim identity. Notably, the West has 
become the hub of this noxious anti-Muslim drive. At 
the community level, there is a drastic surge in hate 
crimes against Muslims both offline and online, as well 
as discriminations in education, employment, housing 
and healthcare, and other sectors that have become 
an unscrupulous trend with mayhem repercussions. 
Besides, Islamophobia is also gaining prominence, 
with girls and women being targeted due to the mode 
of their dress and the general notion that Muslim 
women are oppressed and thus must be liberated. 
This a dismaying factor that Islamophobia continues 
to find strong reverberation in political proceedings 
where it has been propagated for the mileages seeking 
and personal interests persuasion, eventually leading 
to the institutionalization of Islamophobia through 
the introduction of heinous legislation and policies 
in the western world. Furthermore, various academic 
research studies in Europe and elsewhere entails that 
Islamophobia has become of most prominent viewer-
ship aspects of media discourse – in the account of 
this right-wing political parties and groups that tend 
to exploit and build on the general fear of Islam for 
electoral gains and maintain the status their status-quo. 
In various states, particularly in the West (Europe and 

the US included), anti-immigration and anti-refugee 
rhetoric have taken an anti-Muslim overtone and have 
often become the central theme of campaigns by far-
right parties to project anti-Muslims sentiments in the 
masses. It is also noted with grave concern, that several 
Western media outlets continue to propagate fear and 
negative stereotypes against the Islamic ideology and 
its followers, notably by acting as a platform for wide-
spread dissemination of anti-Muslim rhetoric. Appraisal 
suggests that Islamophobia is also increasing in some 
non-western states where Muslim societies and minori-
ties face discrimination, hatred and violence. Muslims in 
India and Kashmir under the fascist Modi regime struc-
turally marginalized and the projection of Hindutva 
Ideology through the means of brute force is another 
simmering ploy to subvert the Muslims. The world has 
also witnessed the large-scale cross-border forced dis-
placement of religious minorities e.g. Rohingya Muslims. 
In the context of the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, 
there has been a perceivable rise of negative narratives 
and hate speech in some countries holding the Muslim 
minorities responsible for the dissemination of the 
COVID- 19, under misinformation campaign and “fake 
news,” mainly in the social media by the proponent’s 
rhetoric. Likewise, countless incidents witnessed such 
as mosque burning, provocative statements in social 
media, mail threats, Holy Quran burning and desecra-
tion, insults of Prophet Mohammed (PBUH), physical 
assaults, and verbal abuses. Another changing pattern 
of Islamophobia was witnessed on a Burqa-related issue 
in the western states.

Michael B. Jordan-starring ‘Without Remorse’ is a 
slick, if uninspiring, thriller

LONDON
John Clark, the frighteningly effi-
cient former Navy Seal who forms 
an integral part of Tom Clancy’s 
“Jack Ryan” series, has been por-
trayed by no less than three differ-
ent actors before getting his own 

headline gig in 2021’s “Without 
Remorse.” Michael B. Jordan 
picks up where Willem Defoe 
(“Clear and Present Danger”), 
Liev Schreiber (“The Sum of All 
Fears”) and John Hoogenakker 
(Amazon Prime’s “Jack Ryan” se-

ries) left off — although “Without 
Remorse” is something of a reboot 
of Clancy’s character, giving Clark 
a new, tweaked backstory and 
planting the seed for a Jordan-
fronted series of movies. “Without 
Remorse,” which is now stream-
ing on Amazon Prime Video, drops 
Clancy’s original Vietnam War-set 
backstory, updating the action to 
modern day Syria. Jordan begins 
the movie as John Kelly, leader of 
a Seal team tasked with recovering 
an operative for CIA man Robert 
Ritter (Jamie Bell). 
As members of the team return to 
the US, their families are targeted 
by persons unknown and Kelly 
deploys his considerable skillset 
to track down whomever is re-
sponsible. Italian director Stefano 
Sollima (“Sicario: Day of the 
Soldado”) keeps the action tight 
and the movie (relatively) short. 
There are some visceral set pieces, 
claustrophobic gunfights and con-
voluted special ops in abundance 

and Jordan brings some human-
ity to Clancy’s often very dark 
character. He’s backed by an able 
supporting cast — Bell is a creepy 
company man, Jodie Turner-Smith 
is a kick-ass Navy Seal, and Guy 
Pearce seems to enjoy himself as 
Secretary of Defense Thomas Clay. 
In all honesty, “Without Remorse” 
is a decent, serviceable action 
movie — albeit one with a literary 
connection that doesn’t do much 
for it. 
The movie seems torn between 
a desire to stay true to elements 
of Clancy’s universe and a need 
to act as a springboard for a new, 
modern thriller franchise. The plot 
is predictable, the story beats are 
telegraphed and the performances 
(while decent) are uninspiringly 
familiar. With the aforementioned 
sequel seemingly inevitable, 
“Without Remorse” has succeeded 
in laying the groundwork. Let’s 
hope that, in the next installment, 
there’s something more to say.

NASA Invites Media to Next SpaceX 
Cargo Launch to Space Station

WASHINGTON
Among the investigations arriving inside the Dragon’s 
pressurized capsule will be a variety of research ex-
periments, including an experiment that could help 
develop better pharmaceuticals and therapies for 
treating kidney disease on Earth, as well as a study 
of cotton root systems that could identify varieties 
of plants that require less water and pesticides, and 
two model organism investigations. One study will 
look at bobtail squid as a model to examine the ef-
fects of spaceflight on interactions between beneficial 
microbes and their animal hosts. Another will examine 
tardigrades’ adaptation to the harsh environment of 
space, which could contribute to long-term problem 
solving for vaccine production, distribution, and stor-
age on Earth. Investigators also will test a portable 
ultrasound technology, and the first two of six new 
roll-out solar arrays, based on a design tested on the 
orbiting laboratory in 2017, will arrive in Dragon’s 
unpressurized spacecraft trunk.
Each resupply mission to the station delivers scientific 
investigations in the areas of biology and biotechnol-
ogy, physical sciences, and Earth and space science. 
Advances in these areas will help keep astronauts 
healthy during long-duration space travel and dem-
onstrate technologies for future human and robotic 
exploration beyond low-Earth orbit to the Moon and 

Mars. Space station research through the ISS National 
Laboratory also provides opportunities for other U.S. 
government agencies, private industry, and academic 
and research institutions to conduct microgravity re-
search that leads to new technologies, medical treat-
ments, and products that improve life on Earth.
This is the second SpaceX mission to deliver science 
investigations, supplies, and equipment for NASA 
under the agency’s second Commercial Resupply 
Services contract. Cargo resupply from U.S. companies 
ensures a national capability to deliver critical science 
research to the space station, significantly increasing 
NASA’s ability to conduct new investigations at the 
only laboratory in space. SpaceX has completed 21 
cargo resupply missions to and from the space station, 
providing more than 100,000 pounds of supplies and 
approximately 80,000 pounds of return mass.

CALIFORNIA
Women and younger adults were 
more likely to feel depressed during 
the second UK coronavirus peak than 
men and other age groups, Office for 
National Statistics (ONS) data sug-
gests.Four in 10 women aged between 
16 and 29 were affected, compared to 
26% of men.
One in five adults experienced depres-
sion in early 2021 - more than double 
pre-pandemic levels.
But GPs in England diagnosed fewer 
cases of depression in adults in 2020 
compared with the year before.
Many people may not be seeking medi-
cal help, the ONS says.
However, the GP data - from March to 
August 2020 - may not include people 
who went to their GP last summer and 
were diagnosed with depression at a 
later point.
Health experts have always warned 
that the combined effects of ill health, 
isolation and job losses during the 
pandemic would have a negative im-

pact on people’s mental health and 
wellbeing.
Before the pandemic began, 10% of 
adults said they experienced some 
form of depression.
Last autumn, following the first peak, 
ONS data suggested twice as many 
adults in Britain (19%) had feelings 
of depression as normal - and this new 
data suggests even more people were 
affected in early 2021 (21%).
This means they experienced symp-
toms including a lack of energy, poor 
appetite, sleeping problems or feeling 
down or hopeless.
Between January and March 2021, 
disabled people, adults who are ex-
tremely vulnerable and those living 
in the most deprived areas of England 
were more likely to say they felt de-
pressed than other groups.
And rates of depressive symptoms 
more than doubled in adults aged 16 
to 39 years old, to 29%.
This compared to 39% of disabled 
people experiencing symptoms, 17% 

of men, 24% of women and 25% of 
people living alone.
Around a third of the least well-off 
adults, defined as those who couldn’t 
afford an unexpected but necessary 

expense of £850, experienced some 
form of depression.
Younger adults and people living with 
a child aged under 16 saw the largest 
increases in rates of depressive feel-

ings in the early part of this year when 
compared to before the pandemic.
The ONS analysis was based on 25,935 
adults answering a questionnaire 
which asked about their feelings. One 
of the eight questions posed was: 
“Over the last two weeks, how often 
have you been bothered by having 
little interest or pleasure in doing 
things?”
A score of 10 or more indicated mod-
erate to severe depression symptoms.
Richard Kramer, chief executive of 
charity Sense, said: “Many disabled 
people have been shielding and liv-
ing without their usual levels of sup-
port for more than a year, causing 
great anxiety and leaving them iso-
lated, lonely and, as this data shows, 
depressed.
“No disabled person should have to 
experience mental health inequality.”
He said the government must provide 
a dedicated Covid recovery plan to 
ensure disabled people have the right 
care and support.
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at TAT and Sub-Editor at Melange International 
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In a ceremony presided over by 
England’s Queen Elizabeth II 
and French President Francois 

Mitterrand, a rail tunnel under 
the English Channel was officially 
opened, connecting Britain and 
the European mainland for the 
first time since the Ice Age. The 
Channel Tunnel, or “Chunnel,” 
connects Folkestone, England, 
with Coquelles, France, 31 miles 
away. The Chunnel cut travel time 
between England and France to a 
swift 35 minutes and eventually 
between London and Paris to two-
and-a-half hours. As the world’s 
longest undersea tunnel, the 
Chunnel runs under water for 23 
miles, with an average depth of 150 
feet below the seabed. Each day, 
about 30,000 people, 6,000 cars 
and 3,500 trucks journey through 
the Chunnel on passenger, shuttle 
and freight trains. Millions of tons of 
earth were moved to build the two 
rail tunnels—one for northbound 
and one for southbound traffic—
and one service tunnel. Fifteen 
thousand people were employed 

at the peak of construction. 
Ten people were killed during 
construction. Napoleon’s engineer, 

Albert Mathieu, planned the first 
tunnel under the English Channel in 
1802, envisioning an underground 

passage with ventilation chimneys 
that would stretch above the waves. 
In 1880, the first real attempt was 
made by Colonel Beaumont, who 
bore a tunnel more than a mile 
long before abandoning the project. 
Other efforts followed in the 20th 
century, but none on the scale of 
the tunnels begun in June 1988. 
The Chunnel’s $16 billion cost was 
roughly twice the original estimate, 
and completion was a year behind 
schedule. One year into service, 
Eurotunnel announced a huge 
loss, one of the biggest in United 
Kingdom corporate history at the 
time. A scheme in which banks 
agreed to swap billions of pounds 
worth of loans for shares saved 
the tunnel from going under and it 
showed its first net profit in 1999. 
Freight traffic was suspended for 
six months after a fire broke out on 
a lorry in the tunnel in November 
1996. Nobody was seriously hurt in 
the incident. In 1996, the American 
Society of Civil Engineers identified 
the tunnel as one of the Seven 
Wonders of the Modern World.

May 06, 1994 - English Channel tunnel opens

Depression rises in young and women during second peak
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Julianna Margulies 
Addresses ‘ER’ 

Backlash

CALIFORNIA
Julianna Margulies had a decision to make after her 
six-year contract on ER was up: walk away or sign on 
for more two more years for $27 million. She chose the 
former, but not before having a spiritual awakening by 
way of a timely trip to a local bookstore in Los Angeles, 
Margulies writes in her newly released memoir, Sunshine 
Girl: An Unexpected Life, out Tuesday. 
The actress, who later went on to star in the critical dar-
ling The Good Wife, recalled getting “a lot of flack” for 
leaving the long-running NBC medical drama, where she 
played head nurse Carol Hathaway. By the time 2000 
rolled around, Margulies was ready to move back to New 
York City and begin a new chapter in her life and career, 
and she was eyeing a Jon Robin Baitz play to sign onto. 
But then the enticing two-year contract came across her 
lap, complicating her decision. “My decision to leave was 
not an easy one; it was perhaps the hardest one I’ve ever 
had to make,” Margulies writes in her book.
Seeking advice from friends and peers, nearly all told her 
she would be “nuts to turn down that amount of money.” 
Still unclear on what to do, she turned to her father, Paul, 
for guidance. He advised her to go with her heart and 
not her bank account, which led her to visit Bodhi Tree 
Bookstore in West Hollywood. VoM

Anna Faris hints public 
pressure pushed her into 
marriage with Chris Pratt

DUBAI
Anna Faris has hinted she knew her marriage to Chris 
Pratt wouldn’t last because she felt pressured into 
walking down the aisle.
The House Bunny star wed Pratt in 2009, but in the 
latest episode of her podcast Anna Faris is Unqualified, 
she applauded a caller for breaking off an engagement, 
and suggested she should have done the same.
“I really feel like calling off an engagement is a smarter, 
stronger, braver move than what I did,” Faris said. 
“Which was like, ‘Well, I guess everyone is expecting 
this, so let’s just go through with it.’”
Faris and Pratt ended up splitting in 2017, and the 
actress, who was previously married to actor Ben 
Indra, admitted her lack of close female friendships 
prevented her from spotting warning signs about their 
relationship before it finally came to an end, and led to 
the Hollywood couple trying to keep up appearances. 
”I think it stunted me in a lot of ways,” she reflected 
on failing to maintain close connections with her girl-
friends. VoM

Francesca Hayward: ‘I 
tried not to take Cats 
criticism personally’

Dubai
Ballerina Francesca Hayward tried not to take all the criticism 
about her movie Cats too personally.
The Royal Ballet star made her acting debut as Victoria 
the White Cat in the movie adaptation of Andrew Lloyd 
Webber’s stage musical, which also starred Judi Dench, 
Jennifer Hudson, James Corden, and Idris Elba. The movie 
was ridiculed by critics and audiences alike and became a 
box office bomb upon its release in December 2019.
And Hayward, whose character was upgraded to the film’s 
main protagonist, has now opened up about the critical maul-
ing the musical received. “I’m not sure what people were 
expecting. It’s a musical about singing cats,” she told Harper’s 
Bazaar U.K. magazine. “I tried not to take it personally. I got 
a lot of supportive messages afterwards, and hopefully, it 
brought some more international attention to the Royal 
Ballet.” Much like his previous movie musical Les Miserables, 
director Tom Hooper got his cast to sing live, and Hayward 
admitted it was terrifying singing the film’s only new song 
Beautiful Ghosts. “I knew I could sing in tune, as I’d been in 
the church choir when I was little, but it was still terrifying, 
even with all the lessons in preparation,” she shared. VoM

PORTIMÃO, PORTUGAL 
Romain Grosjean will drive a Formula One car 
for the first time since his dramatic accident at 
last year’s Bahrain Grand Prix after world cham-
pions Mercedes organised a one-off test for the 
French driver. Grosjean will drive the 2019 title-
winning Mercedes W10 in a private test day at 
Paul Ricard on June 29 as well as completing 
a series of demonstration laps at the French 

Grand Prix on June 27. After missing the final 
two races of the 2020 season due to burns to his 
hands, the test will mark Grosjean’s first return 
to an F1 car since he miraculously walked away 
from the fiery accident that nearly claimed his 
life in Bahrain. In the aftermath of the accident, 
Grosjean, who left Haas at the end of last year 
and now races in IndyCar, said he wanted to fin-
ish his F1 career on a high rather than with the 
memory of the accident.
“I want to jump back in an F1 car because it has 
been my life and I would like to cross the finish 
line properly when I finish my career in Formula 
One,” he said at the time. “I don’t want it to be 
over on a bad day.”
On hearing the quotes, Mercedes team boss Toto 
Wolff said he would arrange a test for Grosjean 
and on Wednesday the team followed through 
on that promise by announcing the opportunity 
in France. “I am so excited to jump back in an F1 

car!” Grosjean said. “It will be a special opportu-
nity for me and to drive a world championship-
winning Mercedes will be a unique experience.
“I’m very grateful to Mercedes F1 and to Toto 
for the opportunity. The first I heard about the 
chance to drive a Mercedes was in my hospital 
bed in Bahrain when Toto was speaking to the 
media and made the invitation. Reading that 
news cheered me up a lot!
“F1 didn’t get the chance to race in France 
during 2020 because of COVID so driving a 
Mercedes at the French Grand Prix in 2021 
and then completing a test at the Circuit Paul 
Ricard, my home track, will be so special. I can’t 
wait for the day to arrive.” Wolff added: “We are 
very happy to support Romain with this special 
opportunity. The idea first came when it looked 
like Romain would be ending his active career 
in Formula One, and we didn’t want his accident 
to be his last moment in an F1 car.

Left-armer advised Pakistan’s team 
management needs to carefully man-

age the workload of Afridi
Bureau Report

HARARE 
Left-arm pacer Junaid Khan believes 
Shaheen Afridi is avoiding rest because he 
is afraid of losing his place in the national 
team to a younger pacer.
While speaking in an exclusive interview 
with Cricket Pakistan, Junaid said team 
management needs to carefully manage 
the workload of Shaheen Afridi.
“Shaheen definitely needs rest. The man-
agement needs to make sure he doesn’t 
bowl a lot during the net sessions. Shaheen 
probably doesn’t want to rest himself be-
cause he might have fear of losing his place 
to a youngster, who might perform in his 
place. He must be thinking they might drop 
him from one format if he doesn’t perform 
in few matches,” said Junaid.
“In our culture, even if a player performs 

for six years and then doesn’t do well in two 
games, he is replaced by a new player who 
has done well in only few games. Everyone 
forgets that player’s performances for last 
six years and instead prefers younger tal-
ent. So our players are insecure about los-
ing their place,” he added.
Pacer believes Pakistan can learn about 
managing workload of pacers from 
England, who regularly rotate their play-
ers even during important series.
“We should learn about managing work-
load from England. During their recent Test 

series against India, they rotated James 
Anderson and Stuart Broad. Broad and 
Anderson would rest even after taking five 
or six wickets in the previous match. That 
is because they are secure of their place 
in the team. They know they will play in 
the future matches,” he said. Junaid wants 
the resumption of bilateral series between 
Pakistan and India as it can be a great 
learning experience for younger players.
“If a player wants to learn how to handle 
pressure, he should play against India. 
There is a lot of pressure on both teams 
during India-Pakistan encounters. Cricket 
should happen between both countries but 
it doesn’t look like it will take place for the 
next two or four years,” he said.
“I learned how to handle pressure dur-
ing the 2012 series against India in India. 
Fans from both countries will enjoy these 
matches but the decision to play the se-
ries depends on the administrators,” he 
concluded.

Benchmark index rises 380.02 points to 
close at 44,943.61

Bureaau Report
KARACHI

Bulls held their positions at the Pakistan Stock 
Exchange on Wednesday and helped lift the KSE-100 
index upwards by 380 points.
News of partial release of payments to independent 
power producers (IPPs) by the government aided the 
rally at the bourse.
Upbeat investor sentiment also stemmed from 
encouraging cement sales data for April 2021, which 
showed a double-digit growth on a year-on-year 
basis. As a result, stocks of cement and allied sector 
attracted investor interest.
Fuelling the uptrend was the news that Finance 
Minister Shaukat Tarin was expected to seek 
valuable input for preparing a people-friendly and 
growth-oriented budget for the upcoming fiscal year. 

After a year of economic struggle amid Covid-19, 
investors pinned hopes on a favourable budget for 
the economy.
The KSE-100 index spiked over 500 points within 
the first hour of trading and rose at a steady pace. 
However, investor sentiment weakened towards 
midday as Covid-19 cases recorded a jump after 
easing for a few days and as a result some of market 
gains were erased.
A buying spree, emerging in the final hours, aided 
the index to inch closer to the 45,000-point mark.
At close, the benchmark KSE-100 index recorded 
an increase of 380.02 points, or 0.85%, to settle at 
44,943.61 points.
In its report, Arif Habib Limited stated that the market 
continued to be on the uptrend on Wednesday, led by 
power, bank, exploration and production and oil and 
gas marketing companies’ stocks.
However, technology stocks had erratic movement 
that dragged NetSol and TRG Pakistan down, causing 
the index to go down as well.
The index posted an overall gain of 610 points during 
the session and closed up by 380 points.
News of partial release of funds by the government 
to settle outstanding dues of IPPs helped Hubco and 
Kapco to perform. Similarly, PSO also fared well on 
the prospect of receipt of funds from the IPPs, it said.
JS Global analyst Neelum Naz said that bulls stayed in 
control of the market as the KSE-100 index touched 
a high of 45,173 and closed at 44,943, up 380 points.

“IPPs were in the limelight on expectations that 
payments would be made to them soon,” she said. 
“In other important news, cement sales (local and 
exports) showed a double-digit growth in April 
compared to the same period of last year.”
However, the news could not spark a major activity 
in the cement sector.
Volume leaders of the day were Unity Foods (+1.5%), 
Telecard Limited (+5.6%), TRG Pakistan (-3%), 
Ghani Global Holdings (-0.2%) and NetSol (+2.1%), 
contributing a cumulative 139 million shares to the 
total volumes. “Thursday being the last working day 
before Eid holidays, a cautious stance is advised and 
profit-taking can be witnessed on the upside,” the 
analyst said.
Overall trading volumes rose to 259.9 million shares 
compared with Tuesday’s tally of 221.5 million. The 
value of shares traded during the day was Rs14.8 
billion. Shares of 370 companies were traded. At the 
end of the day, 227 stocks closed higher, 126 declined 
and 17 remained unchanged.
Unity Foods was the volume leader with 42.4 million 
shares, gaining Rs0.53 to close at Rs34.99. It was 
followed by Telecard Limited with 32.7 million 
shares, gaining Rs0.83 to close at Rs15.58 and TRG 
Pakistan with 30.1 million shares, losing Rs4.96 to 
close at Rs162.36 Foreign institutional investors were 
net buyers of Rs193.96 million worth of shares during 
the trading session, according to data compiled by the 
National Clearing Company of Pakistan.

Bureaau Report
DUBAI

Google has opened applications for the 
second round of its startup accelerator pro-
gram in the Middle East and North Africa. 
The “Google for Startups Accelerator” is a 
three-month digital accelerator program 
for technology startups based in the region. 
It will run virtually starting mid-July this year.
Only tech startups that have already raised 
seed funding are eligible to join the program, 
where the founders will be paired with rel-
evant Google experts to help them solve a 
specific problem.
Participating startups will also be mentored 
on both technical and business challenges, 
as well as workshops covering machine 
learning technologies, product design/
UX, customer acquisition, and leadership 
development.
Participants will also have access to one-to-
one coaching to help them pitch to investors 
by the end of the program.

“We hope through our second cohort to 
equip more homegrown entrepreneurs with 
the latest digital skills to grow and tackle the 
unexpected societal challenges brought by 
the pandemic,” said Salim Abid, Google’s re-
gional lead of developer ecosystem. The first 
batch included 10 startups from six coun-
tries – Jordan, Egypt, Tunisia, UAE, Oman, 
and Saudi Arabia.
“The program did not only help us acquire 
technical knowledge, but also introduced 
us to the amazing network of Google,” said 
Osama Al-Raee, chief of Riyadh-based fintech 
startup Lendo. Applications to the program 
run until May 25.

Bureau Report
DUBAI

Qatar’s Baladna plans to grow crops in 
Bulgaria and Romania as the Gulf state 
boosts its food security in the wake of a 
pandemic that has exposed the fragility of 
the global supply chain.
The Doha-listed company also plans to add 
1,000 hectares of farm land to grow green 
crops as it expands its product line ahead 
of the 2022 World Cup. Baladna managing 
director Ramez Al-Khayyat told Bloomberg 
TV on Wednesday it planned to add 50 
more products this year to boost its domes-
tic market while also expanding overseas.
“Today we are exporting to 11 countries 
from five countries last year,” he said. “In 
Romania and Bulgaria where we are target-
ing some backward integration in order to 
grow our crops there.”
Baladna has expanded rapidly in recent 
years as a rift between Qatar and some of 
its Gulf neighbors demanded an increase 

in domestic production of essential prod-
ucts and basic foods. However the recent 
thaw in regional relations has increased 
competition in Qatar’s food sector which 
is expected to grow rapidly ahead of next 
year’s FIFA World Cup which may see an 
influx of more than a million football fans 
to the country.
The pandemic has exposed the fragility of 
regional food supply lines and has encour-
aged Gulf economies to develop their do-
mestic food industries, triggering a slew of 
investments across the sector.
Abu Dhabi’s ADQ recently bought a 50 
percent stake in Al Dahra while the Abu 
Dhabi Investment Office also invested 
$100 million in four agritech companies 
to build facilities in the emirate including 
vertical farms. Saudi Arabia’s Salic, a food 
company owned by the Public Investment 
Fund has also acquired a 30 percent stake 
in Indian group Daawat Foods, to boost its 
rice supplies.

Google calls on MENA 
startups for second 

Qatar moves from football to 
farming in post-pandemic food 

ADNOC said to 
be close to hiring 

JPMorgan, FAB for 
drilling unit IPO

Bureaau Report
RIYADH

Abu Dhabi National Oil Co. (ADNOC) is 
close to hiring JPMorgan Chase & Co. and 
First Abu Dhabi Bank to help arrange the 
potential listing of its drilling business, 
Bloomberg reported, citing people famil-
iar with the matter.bADNOC is looking to 
sell a minority stake in its drilling unit in 
a deal that could value the business at up 
to $10 billion, the people said, declining to 
be named because the matter is private.
In 2018, when Baker Hughes bought a 5 
percent stake in ADNOC Drilling, that deal 
valued the company at about $11 billion.
The state energy firm has yet to award 
formal mandates, but the two banks are in 
pole position for a role on the IPO at the 
Abu Dhabi Securities Exchange, the people 
said. ADNOC may also appoint additional 
advisers, they said. ADNOC and JPMorgan 
declined to comment and FAB didn’t im-
mediately respond to emails seeking com-
ment.bAlongside tapping new revenue 
sources, Abu Dhabi is looking to revive its 
dormant stock market by bringing in local 
or international investors.bGovernment en-
tities such as ADNOC, Mubadala and ADQ 
have also been exploring different ways to 
raise cash for their owner.bElsewhere, the 
Saudi Competition Authority has approved 
the acquisition of 15 fuel stations in the 
Kingdom by the UAE’s ADNOC International 
Distribution.bThe authority issued a no-
objection letter for the deal. It conducted a 
detailed study of the fuel station market in 
the Kingdom, before issuing the decision, 
and made sure that the acquisition did not 
raise any concerns about the fairness of 
competition in the fuel sector in the Saudi 
market, Asharq Business reported, citing an 
unnamed source.

Bureaau Report
BEIJING 

China’s consumption engine has completely recovered 
to post-pandemic levels, as shown by surging spend-
ing on items from travel products to duty-free goods 
during the 2021 May Day holidays, which witnessed 
the country’s largest population movement after last 
year’s National Day holidays. 
In Haikou, a city in South China’s Hainan Province, 
Chinese people made 65,400 purchases amounting to 
485 million yuan ($75 million) on offshore duty-free 
goods from Saturday to Monday, the first three days of 
the May Day holidays, up 215.24 percent year-on-year. 
In Wuhan, the city at the heart of the initial coronavirus 
outbreak in China, more than 140,000 passengers trips 
were recorded at Wuhan Railway Station on Saturday. 
Many hotels were booked out days or even weeks 
ahead of the holidays. 
It was a similar situation in Shanghai, where tourists 
paid about 4.66 million visits to about 170 tourism 
sites, up 166 percent from the level in 2020 and 6 per-
cent from that in 2019. 
On average, every Chinese tourist spent about 1,713 
yuan on tourism and other items during this year’s 
May Day holidays, setting a record among the same 

period in recent years, data sent by Chinese tourism 
site qunar.com to the Global Times showed. 
These statistics reveal a steady yet robust recovery 
of China’s consumption market as the country’s ser-
vices sector underwent an orderly climb after the 
unexpected coronavirus-triggered economic ebbs in 
early 2019, although pandemic threats and economic 
uncertainties still linger. 
During the five-day May Day holidays, 113.23 billion 
yuan flowed into China’s tourism industries, up 138.1 
percent year-on-year and about 77 percent of that of 
pre-epidemic levels, according to data released by the 
Ministry of Culture and Tourism. A total of 230 million 
domestic trips were made over the five days, compared 
with 637 million trips during the eight-day Golden 

Week holiday last year which combined the National 
Day and Mid-Autumn Festival.   
From Saturday to Tuesday, China’s rail passenger flow 
rose by about 23 percent compared with the first three 
days of the 2020 National Day holidays, calculated the 
Global Times based on data provided by China Railway.  
A highlight of this year’s May Day holiday consumption 
is the rising public interest in “red tourism,” as many 
tourism sites pivotal to the Communist Party of China 
(CPC) saw multi-fold rises in tourist visits during the 
past few days. 
“I have to wait about two hours to enter the Former 
Residence of Zhou Enlai in Shanghai, as earlier slots 
were all booked out,” Li Minghe, a Shanghai resident 
who visited the site on Friday told the Global Times.
She said that from what she saw, most of the visitors 
were young people including local primary school and 
middle school students. Out of pandemic-prevention 
needs, no more than 40 visitors were allowed to gather 
in the residence at one time.
At the National Flag Plaza at the Memorial for the First 
National Congress of the Communist Party of China in 
Shanghai, the Global Times reporters saw that around 
a dozen people were lining up waiting to take photos 
of the site’s exteriors on Wednesday morning.

China’s consumption engine fully back to rolling, 
May Day holiday data shows

Bureau Report
MADRID 

It wasn’t too long ago that 
Rafael Nadal was handing 
Carlos Alcaraz a PlayStation 
as the boy’s prize at a local 
tennis tournament in Spain 
Now the Spanish great is 
about to play against the 
promising youngster in the 
second round of the Madrid 
Open.
The 17-year-old Alcaraz de-
feated Adrian Mannarino 6-4, 
6-0 on Monday to set up the 
“dream” matchup against the 
20-time grand slam champion.
Alcaraz will face his idol on 
the Magic Box center court 
on Wednesday, his birthday.
“It will be a dream come true 
to play against Rafa here,” 
Alcaraz said. “I’ve wanted to 
play against him since I was 
a kid. There will be no better 
way than while celebrating 
my 18th birthday.” Alcaraz, 
who is competing in Madrid 
on a wild card, turned pro in 
2018 and has been consid-
ered by many as Spain’s suc-
cessor to 34-year-old Nadal. 
They practiced together at 
the Australian Open, where 

Alcaraz reached the second 
round. He won the under-12 
title in Madrid in 2015, and 
two years later reached the 
final in the under-16 event. 
A few years ago, Alcaraz 
and other kids received 
PlayStations from Nadal after 
competing in a tournament.
“I’ll try to be as relaxed as 
possible,” the 120th-ranked 
Alcaraz said. “I’ll try to play 
my game and to keep learn-
ing and keep having fun.”
In other early round matches, 
Daniel Evans defeated Jeremy 
Chardy 7-6 (6), 6-7 (7), 6-2, 
and Danis Shapovalov got past 
Dusan Lajovic 6-1, 6-3.
Fabio Fognini, who was dis-
qualified from the Barcelona 
Open because of foul lan-
guage, defeated Spanish 
qualifier Carlos Taberner 7-6 
(4), 2-6, 6-3 to set up an all-
Italian clash against Matteo 
Berrettini in the second 
round. John Isner defeated 
Miomir Kecmanovic 6-4, 7-6 
(6), while fellow American 
Reilly Opelka lost to Dominik 
Koepfer 6-4, 6-4. Other U.S. 
players who won were Marcos 
Giron and Tommy Paul. 

Bulls maintain control, lift KSE-100 upwards

Romain Grosjean to return to F1 at one-off 
Mercedes test

Carlos Alcaraz, 17, to have 
‘dream’ matchup with Rafael 

Nadal in Madrid Open

Shaheen is afraid of losing his place to a 
youngster
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Government-level promotion will also 
be part of the answer to an efficient 

irrigation-oriented future.
BEIJING  

Enhanced China-Pak B2B irrigation coop-
eration is needed, this was emphasised by 
the Chinese experts.  The experts noted that 
the International Monetary Fund, Pakistan 
has been ranked third among countries fac-
ing acute water shortage. The availability of 
water is only compounded by the conventional 
and highly wasting way of irrigation. To re-
solve this issue, Pakistan has tried to export 
advanced irrigation products and technolo-
gies from overseas to empower the agriculture 
sector, the mainstay of the Pakistani economy.
After two failed attempts to introduce efficient 
irrigation solutions from European countries 
and Israel, Pakistan turned to China for help 
in terms of efficient irrigation products and 
technologies. In 2004, Xinjiang Tianye Group, 
a leading Chinese enterprise specialising in 
efficient irrigation and water saving drip ir-
rigation technologies, initiated the first-of-its-

kind irrigation cooperation between China 
and Pakistan by setting up drip irrigation 
demonstration zones in Pakistan and hold-
ing training sessions in drip irrigation for 
the Pakistani people at the invitation of the 
Pakistani government.
Due to successful pilots of the project, bilateral 
cooperation was expanded to research insti-
tutes. The China Institute of Water Resources 
and Hydropower Research (IWHR), for exam-
ple, was responsible for the design for efficient 
irrigation for onions in 2011 in Punjab and 
held training sessions on the theoretical and 
operational know-how of efficient and water-
saving irrigation for the Pakistan Water and 
Power Development Authority (WAPDA) in 
2012.
The 14 years of cooperation has corroborated 
the efficiency and efficacy of Chinese high ef-
ficient irrigation technologies in Pakistan. 
However, high irrigation solutions have 
merely been used in parts of Pakistan on an 
experimental basis, which takes a heavy toll 
on Pakistan’s embattled “more crop per drop” 

In her Keynote address, her Excellency the First Lady 
Mrs Samina Alvi stressed upon the Government’s 
purposeful acknowledgement of the needs of young 
people living with disabilities and its extensive efforts 

to mainstream disability in the policy narrative.
ISLAMABAD

The Ministry of Planning, Development and Special Ini-
tiatives organised a Policy Roundtable on ‘Mainstream-
ing Interventions to address Disabilities in the National 
Youth Priority Action Agenda’ on May 5th, 2021. The fo-
rum was chaired by her Excellency the First Lady Mrs. 
Samina Alvi, a staunch and vocal proponent of disabil-
ity equality. The forum which was held in collaboration 
with World Health Organisation (WHO) and the PM Ka-
myab Jawan Program, provided an opportunity for key 
stakeholders to come together and brainstorm on ac-
tionable ideas essential for the differently-abled youth
In her Keynote address, her Excellency the First Lady 
Mrs Samina Alvi stressed upon the Government’s pur-
poseful acknowledgement of the needs of young people 
living with disabilities and its extensive efforts to main-
stream disability in the policy narrative. She assured 
the audience of Government’s commitment to ensure 
that young people with disabilities benefit equally from 
the proposed policies and programmes, that inequality 

is not perpetuated, and that Pakistan achieves disabil-
ity equality. Speaking at the occasion Additional Secre-
tary Ministry of Planning, Mr. Abdul Aziz Uqaili high-
lighted the importance of incorporating young people 
with special needs into the broader policy framework 
and stated that without incorporating their needs the 
country cannot expect to prosper.
Member Social Sector and Devolution, Dr Shabnum 
Sarfraz underscored the scope of marginalisation of 
young people with disabilities, and the challenge con-
fronting policy-makers in ensuring that the national 
youth policy leaves no one behind, and addresses the 
issues of accessibility, related poverty and opportuni-
ties for youth. VoM

Veteran Hurriyet leader 
Ashraf Sehrai dies in 

IIOJK prison

Pakistanis in 
appreciates grant 
of voting rights to 

overseas Pakistanis

ISLAMABAD : 
Finance Minister Shaukat Tareen has said the gov-
ernment is pursuing a policy to take the economy 
towards growth mode. Addressing a news conference 
in Islamabad on Wednesday, he said the goal will be 
achieved by incentivizing the industries, agriculture 
and housing sectors. This, he said, will provide job op-
portunities to the people. Unveiling the way forward, 
he said twelve working groups have been constituted 
in the Economic Advisory Council to frame short, me-
dium and long term policies for different sectors. The 
Finance Minister said that price stability is our key fo-
cus and it is the aim of the government to check the 
inflation to provide relief to the common man. Shau-
kat Tareen said the scope of social protection will be 
further expanded under Ehsaas Program. Healthcare, 
employment and skills development will also be made 
part of it. The Finance Minister pointed out that the 
FBR has done some good work to enhance the rev-
enue collection. However, more programs will be an-
nounced in the next budget to eliminate harassment 
to encourage the people to pay taxes. He said there 
was growth of fifty seven percent in revenue collec-
tion in the month of April this year as compared to the 
corresponding period last year. He said it is our target 
to further expand the tax base.

ISLAMABAD
World’s eight leading rights organisations 
have urged the European Union (EU) leaders 
to press their Indian counterpart to address 
the human rights situation in the South Asian 
country and reverse its abusive and discrimi-
natory policies and release all human rights 
defenders and critics.
India has the fastest-growing number of Co-
vid-19 cases in the world and is facing severe 
healthcare shortages – of testing capacity, 
medicines, ambulance services, hospital beds, 
oxygen support, and vaccines.
Covid-19 infections and deaths are mounting 
with alarming speed in India with no end in 
sight to the crisis and a top expert warned that 
the coming weeks in the country of nearly 1.4 
billion people will be “horrible”.
The crisis has also highlighted growing human 
rights concerns in India. Faced with wide-
spread criticism of its handling of the pandem-
ic, the Indian government has tried to censor 
free speech and criminalise calls for help.
The government has also ignored calls from 
the United Nations Office of the High Com-
missioner for Human Rights for countries to 
release “every person detained without suf-

ficient legal basis, including political prison-
ers, and those detained for critical, dissenting 
views”.
In a statement posted on website of the Hu-
man Rights Watch (HRW), the organisations 
urged the EU leaders at the May 8, summit 
with their Indian counterparts to prioritise 
the deteriorating human rights situation in In-
dia, including the right to health.
The joint statement was released by Amnesty 
International, Christian Solidarity Worldwide 
(CSW), Front Line Defenders (FLD), Human 
Rights Watch, International Commission of 
Jurists (ICJ), International Dalit Solidarity Net-
work (IDSN), and International Federation for 
Human Rights (FIDH), and World Organisation 
against Torture (OMCT).
“European leaders should find their voice and 
raise concerns at the summit meeting,” the 
organizations said. “Instead of being content 
with securing empty references to allegedly 
‘shared values of human rights and democra-
cy’ in joint statements, the EU and its member 
states should show their own commitment to 
upholding those values and hold the Indian 
government to account for its human rights 

violations.”
They said that EU leaders should press the 
Indian government to immediately release 
all arbitrarily detained human rights defend-
ers, journalists, and other critics; repeal or 
amend repressive laws used to silence dissent, 
discriminate against minorities, or unfairly 
target non-governmental organisations; pro-
tect freedom of expression and assembly; and 
ensure accountability for human rights viola-
tions, including in Jammu and Kashmir.
Kashmir Committee of the Parliament has 
urged the global community to come forward 
for setting up of an International Medical Cor-
ridor to save lives of the people of Indian Il-
legally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir in the 
wake of Covid-19.
Addressing a joint conference, along with 
members of the committee, Chairman Kash-
mir Committee Sheharyar Khan Afridi in Is-
lamabad today, he said the forum has unani-
mously passed a resolution in this regard. He 
said India is facing worst kind of devastation 
due to the pandemic. He said so far, over 30 
million people have become affected and 
226,000 have died of Covid-19 in India. VoM

HR issues in IIOJK  

World HR bodies call upon EU to reinforce rights 
agenda with Indian Leadership 

World urged to set up Int’l medical corridor for Kashmiris in wake of Covid-19

China-Pak B2B Irrigation Cooperation        
Enhanced China-Pak B2B irrigation 

cooperation is needed: Chinese experts

NYPA Agenda   
Experts call for formulating disability legislation, 

disability strategic action framework

Gov’t pursuing policy to take 
economy towards growth 

mode: Finance Minister   

Prime Minister Imran Khan’s govern-
ment had fulfilled a long-standing 
demand of the Pakistanis residing 
abroad, and hoped that action would 
follow on various other demands sub-

mitted to the government
NEW YORK 

Pakistani-Americans Wednesday enthu-
siastically welcomed Pakistan govern-
ment’s move to award voting rights to 
overseas Pakistanis in the next general 
elections, saying it was a “momentous 
moment.” The news about the grant to 
Pakistani expatriates of the right to fran-
chise spread fast among the community 
members soon after Information and 
Broadcasting Minister Chaudhry Fawad 
Hussain announced it in Islamabad. The 
decision was taken at Tuesday’s cabinet 
meeting, which was presided over  the 
Prime Minister Imran Khan.
“As an American, it gives me immense 
pleasure to learn about being able to 
vote in the Pakistani election,” the head 
of American-Pakistani Political Action 
Committee (APPAC), Dr. Ijaz Ahmad.  
“As someone who grew up in Pakistan 
and still feels very close to our ances-
tral motherland, it gives me comfort that 
even living thousands of miles away we 
can take a part in the democratic process 
and have a say in electing the right can-
didates who will take our beloved coun-
try in the right direction and resolve so 
many of the issues that our fellow Paki-
stanis are dealing with back home,” Dr. 
Ijaz said. Tahir Javed, founder of the Con-
gressional Pakistan Caucus Foundation 
and Democratic leader, called the deci-
sion “Great news.”
“Overseas Pakistanis are more loyal to 
their homeland — they always say ‘yes’ 
when there is a need,” Javed added.
Johnny Bashir, president of the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf, USA, said it was a “won-
derful news.” Bashir said Prime Minister 
Imran Khan’s government had fulfilled a 
long-standing demand of the Pakistanis 
residing abroad, and hoped that action 
would follow on various other demands 
submitted to the government. VoM

Sehrai’s demise comes amid speculation that he 
had been poisoned in jail, with relatives of other 
Kashmiri detainees worrying for their loved ones’ 

safety
ISLAMABAD 

All Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC) leader 
Ashraf Sehrai died on Wednesday in Indian cap-
tivity in occupied Jammu following a brief ill-
ness.
The 80-year old Kashmiri leader had been fac-
ing detention under the controversial Public 
Safety Act (PSA).Sehrai’s demise comes amid 
speculation that he had been poisoned in jail, 
with relatives of other Kashmiri detainees wor-
rying for their loved ones’ safety.
In July 2020, he was arrested by Indian forces 
from his residence in held Srinagar and was 
transferred to Udhampur Jail. Sehrai, who was 
also the chairman of Tehreek-e-Hurriyat Jammu 
and Kashmir, was suffering from multiple dis-
eases and was reportedly not provided treat-
ment during his incarceration.
Last month, Amnesty reported that the clamp-
down on civil liberties and restrictions on com-
munications services have continued in India, a 
year after the government revoked the special 
status of occupied Kashmir and split the state 
into two union territories.
Dissent across India, the London-based rights 
organization said, was repressed through un-
lawful restrictions on peaceful protests and by 
silencing critics. Last year, shortly after Amnesty 
released a damning report exposing targeted 
violence against Muslims, it was forced to halt 
operations in the country and its officials were 
haunted by a slew of legal inquiries.
In Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir (IIOJ&K), the authorities continue to impose 
strict restrictions on the movement of people on 
the seventh consecutive day on Wednesday.
According to Kashmir Media Service, scores of 
vehicles have been seized and cases registered 
for violating the lockdown.
Shops, fuel stations and other business estab-
lishments remain shut and transport is off the 
road across the valley.Meanwhile, authorities 
have announced extension in Corona Curfew 
in four districts of Jammu and Kashmir includ-
ing Srinagar, Jammu, Baramulla and Badgam till 
10th of this month. VoM

Global Market 

Dollar struggles to extend rally, trader’s eye major euro bulwarkADB       
Asia-Pacific can emerge from pandemic 
“stronger than before”: ADB President Trading was limited in Asia with 

Japan and China on holiday, but the 
New Zealand dollar blipped higher to 
$0.7191 when local jobs data proved 

strong than expected
WASHINGTON  

The dollar tried to extend a rally on 
Wednesday as chatter about the possibility of 
higher U.S. interest rates and a sell-off in tech 
stocks soured risk sentiment to the benefit of 
the safe-haven currency.
The dollar’s bounce on Tuesday put pressure 
on the euro, which dropped to $1.2013 and 
threatened to breach important chart support 
in the $1.1995/1.2000 area. “If sustained, this 
could suggest today’s session may be impor-
tant for near-term direction, particularly if 
EURUSD managed to close below the key 
$1.20 pivot,” said Ned Rumpeltin, European 
head of FX strategy at TD Securities.
“We think we will need to see a daily close 
below the $1.20 mark to give more credence 
to observations that the USD tends to appreci-
ate broadly during the month of May.”
Against a basket of currencies, the dollar was 
barely changed around 91.24 but away from 
a recent two-month low of 90.422. It needs 
to clear resistance at 91.425 to extend the 
rebound.
Rumpeltin noted that over the last 10 years, 

the dollar had averaged gains against each 
of its G10 counterparts in May. The bounce 
was partly sparked by comments from U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen that rate 
hikes may be needed to stop the economy 
overheating.
Yellen later downplayed their importance, but 
even the slightest mention of U.S. tightening 
has an outsized impact in markets that have 
become so dependent on monetary stimulus.
The effect was apparent in large-cap tech 
stocks, which suffered hefty losses overnight, 
dragging the Nasdaq down 1.88%.
So far, Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell 
has argued the labor market is still far short of 
where it needs to be to start talking of tapering 
asset buying.
That position could be tested on Friday should 
the April payrolls report be as strong as some 
are suggesting. The median forecast is for a 
rise of 978,000, but estimates stretch as high 
as 2.1 million.

Three more Fed officials are speaking later 
on Wednesday providing the opportunity for 
further market-moving comments.
Westpac analysts pointed to expectations for a 
blockbuster payrolls number as a factor help-
ing the dollar build a base. “The Fed’s more 
influential dovish core will have the last word, 
but that won’t stop more hawkish regional Fed 
presidents from producing the odd tapering 
headline,” they said in a note, adding the dol-
lar’s uptrend could go as far as 92 if payrolls 
beat the lofty expectations.
Europe’s reopening and pick up in the vac-
cination pace there could limit the dollar’s 
gains, they wrote. Trading was limited in Asia 
with Japan and China on holiday, but the New 
Zealand dollar blipped higher to $0.7191 when 
local jobs data proved strong than expected.
The dollar was steady on the yen at 109.31 
and again needs to break resistance at 109.61 
to encourage more speculative bids. One drag 
for the dollar is the U.S. trade deficit, which 
expanded to a record $74.4 billion in March.
“This is a medium-term weight on US dollar 
because the U.S. will become increasingly de-
pendent on long term foreign investments to 
finance the current account deficit,” said Kim 
Mundy, a senior economist & currency strate-
gist at CBA.
“As a result, we believe the recent USD down-
trend has further to run.” 

ADB is committed to achieving a 
prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and 
sustainable Asia and the Pacific, 
while sustaining its efforts to eradi-

cate extreme poverty
ISLAMABAD

The Asia and the Pacific region can 
emerge from the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) pandemic “even stronger 
than before” by focusing on five areas 
to help achieve a prosperous, inclusive, 
resilient, and sustainable future, Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) President 
Masatsugu Asakawa said in remarks 
to the ADB Board of Governors at its 
54th Annual Meeting on Wednesday.
“I believe the path we have laid out 
will help lead our region out of these 
uncertain times,” Mr. Asakawa said. 
“We will continue to deliver ADB’s 
unique synergy of finance, knowledge, 
and partnerships. And we will prior-
itize the quality of our assistance over 
quantity, meeting near-term needs 
with a clear vision for the future. If we 
stay on this course, I am confident the 
region will emerge from the current 
crisis even stronger than before.”

Asakawa outlined a five-point agenda 
for the region covering areas critical 
to achieving a lasting and equitable 
recovery for Asia and the Pacific:
Place ambitious climate actions at the 
center of development, with increased 
focus on adaptation and resilience, and 
with full commitment to the goals of 
the Paris Agreement.
Address inequality including the gen-
der gap—which has worsened during 
the pandemic—by investing in health, 
education, and social protection.
Promote high-quality green and digi-
tal infrastructure, enabling economies 
to rebuild smartly while closing the 
digital gap and attracting substantial 
private investment.
Deepen regional cooperation and 
integration, so that ADB develop-

ing member countries can seize the 
opportunities of renewed globaliza-
tion and strengthen regional health 
security.
And strengthen domestic resource 
mobilization, to ensure that govern-
ments have the resources they need 
to finance sustainable growth and re-
spond effectively to future crises.
Action on these priorities can build on 
ADB’s response to COVID-19 in 2020. 
Its total commitments in 2020 reached 
a record high of $31.6 billion, with just 
over half supporting operations to re-
spond to the pandemic. The balance 
was committed to address long-term 
development issues such as the gender 
equality gap, the impacts of climate 
change, and investments in quality in-
frastructure. These achievements were 
supported by record-high cofinancing 
of $16.4 billion and record-high capital 
market borrowings of over $35 billion.
“During the height of the pandemic, I 
reassured my staff that we will some-
day look back with pride at what we 
accomplished for the people of the re-
gion. I believe more than ever that this 
is true,” Mr. Asakawa said.


