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Allah says in Quran: 
“O you who have be-
lieved, decreed upon 

you is fasting as it was 
decreed upon those 

before you that you may 
become righteous.”

~ [Quran, 2: 183]

Education  

Rehmatul-lil-Alameen scholarships being 
awarded to poor, intelligent students: CM

Yemen Conflict         

UN Security Council calls for negotiated 
settlement of Yemeni crisis

Energy   

Saudi Aramco part of $50 million funding for US 
software firm

The Asian Telegraph

PM visits building 
site of Shaukat 

Khanum Memorial 
Trust in Karachi     

ISLAMABAD  
Prime Minister Imran Khan visited the building 
site of Shaukat Khanum Memorial Trust (SKMT) in 
Karachi. In a tweet, he expressed the hope that the 
facility will be opened in 2023.The Prime Minister 
said it will be twice the size of SKMT Lahore and will 
be equipped with all the latest diagnostic and treat-
ment facilities. He said SKMT Karachi will service 
Sindh and southern Balochistan.  Prime Minister 
Imran Khan on Sunday expressed complete confi-
dence on the abilities of newly appointed Finance 
Minister Shaukat Tarin. Federal Minister for Finance 
Shaukat Tareen held an important meeting with PM 
Imran Khan and discussed matters pertaining to 
economic situation of the country. Sources said that 
economists, financial experts, Federal Minister Ha-
mad Azhar and social media members of the ruling 
party were also present in the meeting. The meeting 
took place at the Prime Minister s House two days 
ago. The participants of the meeting questioned 
Shaukat Tareen about his economic plan.
Responding to a question regarding his interview to 
a private TV channel about government s economic 
plan and a comment in a television interview on the 
country’s economic situation, he said that what was 
said in the TV interview was not only about the pres-
ent government, adding that he couldn’t provide a 
full account of the economic situation in a short 
time. VoM

Usman Buzdar said that Rehmatul-
lil-Alameen scholarships would also 
be given to the children of low paid 
government employees. Rs 25,000 
will be distributed among each stu-
dent per annum under the head of 
intermediate scholarship, overall Rs 
700 million would be paid annually

LAHORE
Punjab Chief Minister Sardar Usman Buz-
dar has said that Rehmatul-lil-Alameen 
scholarships programme for poor and 
intelligent students of Punjab was being 
carried out successfully in the province.
According to a handout issued here on 
Sunday, he said that the purpose of the 
scholarship programme was to provide 
financial support to the deserving stu-
dents. The government was determined 
to breach the gulf of economic dispar-
ity between privileged and impecunious 
strata of society, according to the teach-
ings of Holy Prophet (PBUH).
Usman Buzdar said that under the 
Rehmatul-lil-Alameen scholarships pro-
gramme, the government would ensure 
transparent and justified distribution 
of stipends. He said that students could 
apply for scholarships at the PITB from 
their homes. Intermediate Rehmatul-lil-
Alameen scholarships would be awarded 
on the basis of matriculation results, 

whereas undergraduate scholarships 
would be given on the basis of intermedi-
ate results. He said that 14,000 interme-
diate scholarships and 891 undergradu-
ate scholarships would be distributed 
among the students of public colleges 
and universities.
Moreover, 50 per cent Rehmatul-lil-Al-
ameen scholarships would be given to 
needy and destitute children while the 
remaining 50 per cent would be awarded 
to students of all districts purely on mer-
it. Scholarship share of science students 
was 60 per cent and humanities group 
students would get 40 per cent, he added. 
Usman Buzdar said that Rehmatul-lil-Al-
ameen scholarships would also be given 
to the children of low paid government 
employees. Rs 25,000 will be distributed 
among each student per annum under 
the head of intermediate scholarship, 
overall Rs 700 million would be paid an-
nually. Similarly, undergraduate scholar-
ships would be given to the top students 
of every undergraduate programme in 
30 government universities. Undergrad-
uate scholarships would include full tu-
ition fees for the entire academic session. 
Rs 67 million will be paid annually and a 
total of Rs 268 million will be distributed 
among the deserving students under this 
head.

Shireen Mazari Condemns 
Geertwilderspvv fascism 

& hate-filled intent to 
violence

President urges 
nation to adhere 
coronavirus SOPs

This is a discriminatory approach 
towards Pakistanis and Britishers of Pak 
origin is yet another reflection of putting 
Pakistan in list of red zone countries but 

leaving out states like India
ISLAMABAD

Federal Minister for Human Rights, Dr. Shireen 
Mazari said to Geertwilderspvv “Your fascism & 
hate-filled intent to violence has a questionable 
indulgence in Europe - given that even Article 10 
of Europe Convention on Human Rights does not 
give absolute freedom of speech. Time to educate 
yourself on “freedom of speech” But be clear on 
why we banned Tehreek-i-Labaik Pakistan. She 
also said that perhaps one day you those of your 
like will find a modicum of courage to apologies 
for your Islam phobic hate and abuse causing hurt 
to Muslims across the world including your own 
Muslim fellow citizens and European Muslims. She 
further said in her tweet to bet that unsettled your 
ignorant fascist mind! Ignorance breeds hate. She 
also shared tweet of Prime Minister Imran Khan 
in which he said let me make clear to people here 
and abroad: Our government only took action 
against TLP under our anti-terrorist law when 
they challenged the writ of the state and used 
street violence and attacking the public and law 
enforcers. No one can be above the law and the 
Constitution.
Federal Minister for Human Rights Dr. Shireen 
Mazari said in her tweet “This is a discriminatory 
approach towards Pakistanis and Britishers of Pak 
origin is yet another reflection of putting Pakistan 
in list of red zone countries but leaving out states 
like India - which has one of the fastest spirals of 
COVID cases plus a new lethal variant also. She 
further said that this is absolutely shameful - these 
people have paid 1750 pounds per person to 
undergo 10 days of compulsory quarantine in UK 
and are being treated in this inhumane manner 
simply because they happen to be of Pak origin”.

The FBR is on track to achieve most of the DLIs 
and has made good progress on automation of key 
business processes and signing of memorandums 
of understanding with various authorities for data 

sharing
ISLAMABAD

Federal  Board of  Revenue (FBR) 
Chairman Asim Ahmad and World 
Bank Country Director for Paki-
stan Najy Benhassine have agreed 
to enhance bilateral  cooperation 
between the two institutions.
In a meeting on Saturday,  the two 
heads discussed World Bank’s 
‘Pakistan Raises Revenue’  pro-
gram worth $400 mill ion,  which is 
aimed at domestic resource mobil-
isation through the automation of 
tax collection processes and sim-
plif ication of  tax compliance pro-
cedures.
The FBR chairman gave an update 
on the progress of  the reforms 
agenda covering 10 Disbursement 
Linked Indicators (DLIs).
He also shared concerns about 
the diff iculties being encountered 
while implementing reform inter-
ventions such as problems associ-
ated to data sharing with provinc-
es and the Sindh High Court’s  stay 

on the track and trace process.
It  was decided that the FBR re-
forms team would deliver a de-
tailed presentation to Benhassine 
regarding the impediments being 
faced by the authority especially 
with regards to Component 1 of 
the reforms program, covering 
$320 mill ion.  The FBR is on track 
to achieve most of  the DLIs and 
has made good progress on auto-
mation of  key business processes 
and signing of  memorandums of 
understanding with various au-
thorities for data sharing.
Benhassine agreed to look into 
concerns raised by Ahmad over 
matters that are beyond the scope 
of  FBR’s administrative authority.

Economic Cooperation             
FBR, World Bank agree to enhance Institutional 

cooperation

The council members also ex-
pressed concern about military 
developments elsewhere in Yemen 
and stressed the need for de-esca-

lation by all parties
UNITED NATIONS

The Security Council on Friday called 
on parties to the Yemeni conflict to 
negotiate a nationwide cease-fire and 
a political settlement. In a press state-
ment, the members of the Security 
Council welcomed the announcement 
of Saudi Arabia on March 22, sup-
ported by the Yemeni government, to 
end the conflict in Yemen and reach a 
comprehensive political solution. They 
welcomed Oman’s mediation efforts 
between the key stakeholders and en-
couraged continued engagement in the 
region.
The council members called on all 
parties to engage constructively with 
UN Special Envoy Martin Griffiths and 
negotiate, without preconditions, an 
immediate nationwide cease-fire and 
a Yemeni-owned, inclusive, political set-
tlement. They condemned the ongoing 
escalation in Marib, which exacerbates 

Yemen’s humanitarian crisis, places 
over 1 million internally displaced per-
sons at grave risk, and threatens efforts 
to secure a political settlement. They 
expressed concern that the military es-
calation in Marib could be exploited by 
terrorist groups like al-Qaida to expand 
their presence in Yemen. They called on 
the Houthis to end their escalation in 
Marib and condemned the cross-border 
attacks against Saudi Arabia. The coun-
cil members also expressed concern 
about military developments elsewhere 
in Yemen and stressed the need for de-
escalation by all parties.
They condemned the recruitment and 
use of children, including in Marib. They 
called for accountability for human 
rights violations and abuses, and viola-
tions of international humanitarian law. 

They reiterated the need for all the par-
ties to the conflict to comply with their 
obligations under international human-
itarian law, including those related to 
humanitarian access and the protection 
of civilian objects and civilians, and the 
protection of humanitarian and health 
personnel and their facilities.
The council members expressed grave 
concern about the dire economic and 
humanitarian situation, including pro-
longed starvation and the growing risk 
of large-scale famine, and emphasized 
the importance of facilitating critical 
commercial imports and humanitar-
ian assistance.
They called on the Yemeni government 
to facilitate regularly, without delay, the 
entry of fuel ships into Hodeidah port 
to ensure the delivery of essential com-
modities and humanitarian aid, and un-
derscored that fuel that arrives through 
Hodeidah port should not be used for 
personal profit or to fund escalation of 
the conflict. They called on the parties 
to adhere to their commitments under 
the Stockholm Agreement to use the 
revenues from Hodeidah port to pay 
civil servant salaries. 

“By leveraging big data, machine 
learning and computer science in-
novations, Seeq is enabling a new 
generation of software-led insights,” 
Steve Sliwa, the CEO and co-founder 

of Seeq, said in a press statement
RIYADH

Saudi Aramco’s investment arm was among 
a group of investors who awarded SR187.5 
million ($50 million) to a Seattle-based 
manufacturing and technology software 
company. Seeq Corp. said it had raised the 
new funds as part of a Series C funding round 
as the group of investors backing the financ-
ing were Altira Group, Chevron Technology 
Ventures, Cisco Investments, Second Avenue 
Partners and Saudi Aramco Energy Ventures 
(SAEV).
The extra $50 million brings Seeq’s total 
funding since its launch in 2013 to around 
$115 million. While the breakdown of figures 
was not given, Seeq did say that SAEV was 
already an existing investor from previous 
funding rounds. Seeq enables engineers and 
scientists to rapidly analyze, predict, collabo-
rate, and share insights to improve produc-
tion and business outcomes for its products. 
It operates across many sectors, including oil 

and gas, pharmaceutical, chemical, energy 
and mining.
The Seattle-based company aims to use the 
new funds to develop its sales and market-
ing resources and expand its presence into 
international markets. “By leveraging big 
data, machine learning and computer science 
innovations, Seeq is enabling a new genera-
tion of software-led insights,” Steve Sliwa, the 

CEO and co-founder of Seeq, said in a press 
statement.
According to its website, SAEV is described as 
the strategic technology venturing program 
of Saudi Aramco. Its mission is to invest glob-
ally into startup and high-growth companies 
with technologies of strategic importance to 
Aramco, to accelerate its development and its 
deployment in the company.

DUBAI
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi invit-
ed on Sunday Afghan Foreign Minister Muham-
mad Haneef Atmar to Islamabad following the 
Istanbul conference, scheduled to be held later 
this month.
The invitation was extended during a telephon-
ic conversation held between the two foreign 
ministers in Dubai, a day after Qureshi reached 
UAE on a three-day visit. During the conversa-
tion, the pair also discussed the progress made 
so far on the Afghan peace process.
FM Qureshi and his counterpart also exchanged 
felicitations for the month of Ramazan.
Speaking to the Afghan minister, Qureshi main-
tained that a peaceful, stable Afghanistan was in 
the interest of Pakistan, adding that the country 
wished for a reduction in violence in the war-
torn country. Qureshi further said that Pakistan 
is a partner in the efforts for peace in the re-
gion and is committed to continue its concilia-
tory assistance to make Afghanistan peaceful 
and stable. The foreign minister hoped that the 
“Istanbul Process” would help make the Doha 

Agreement successful in its efforts to establish 
lasting peace in Afghanistan. The Afghan foreign 
minister appreciated Pakistan’s continued dip-
lomatic, political and moral support in making 
the Afghan peace process fruitful, thanking For-
eign Minister Shah Mahmood and the Pakistani 
leadership.
Speaking at an Iftar dinner hosted by Pakistan 
Business Council in Dubai, Qureshi said it was a 
matter of satisfaction that despite the ill effects 
of the global coronavirus pandemic, Pakistan 
achieved positive results through its economic 
diplomacy.
He said the government with its economic di-
plomacy has successfully attracted the world 
towards the business opportunities available in 
Pakistan.
Read more ‘Pakistan to extend all possible sup-
port for durable peace in Afghanistan’, Imran 
tells Erdogan
The foreign minister assured that welfare and 
resolution of the problems being faced by expa-
triate Pakistanis was among the top priorities of 
the incumbent government.

He said it is a matter of pleasure that a huge 
number of Pakistanis are residing in the UAE 
and are playing a positive role in the develop-
ment and progress of the country. Foreign Min-
ister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi on 
Sunday visited Pakistan pavilion at World Expo 
2020. On the occasion, Pakistan ambassador to 
UAE Afzal Mahmood, Pakistan Consul General 
Dubai Consulate Ahmad Amjad Ali and other se-
nior officials of the embassy also accompanied 
the foreign minister, said a news release.
The foreign minister, during his visit to expo, 
said presence of Pakistan pavilion in the inter-
national expo being held this year was a mani-
festation of decade’s old friendship between 
Pakistan and UAE.
It also showed the enhanced economic ties and 
bilateral cooperation between the two broth-
erly countries in different sectors, he observed. 
Qureshi expressed his pleasure over the role 
played by huge number of Pakistani diaspora in 
the progress and development of UAE. Pakistan 
pavilion set up during the world expo covered 
an area of 3450 square feet. VoM

FM UAE Visit         

Pakistan pavilion at UAE World Expo manifestation 
of decades old friendship between two States: FM

FM, Afghan counterpart discuss Afghan peace process

ISLAMABAD
President Dr Arif Alvi Sunday once again urged the 
nation to fully implement the Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOPs) as the country witnessed a sharp 
spike in coronavirus cases in a single day. On his twitter 
handle, the president said the country had reported 
6127 new Covid-19 cases during the last 24 hours 
which was close to peak figures during the 1st wave of 
the pandemic on June 13. The national tally on Sunday 
of total active COVID-19 cases recorded 80,559 with 
6,127 more people tested positive for the deadly virus 
and 4,527 people recovered from the disease during 
the last 24 hours. One hundred and twelve corona pa-
tients have died during past 24 hours, 131 of whom 
were under treatment in hospital and 18 out of the 
hospital in their respective quarantines or homes, 
according to the latest update issued by the National 
command and Operation Centre (NCOC).
During the past 24 hours, most of the deaths have oc-
curred in the Punjab followed by Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
Out of the total 149 deaths occurred in the last 24 
hours 56 of them had died who were under treat-
ment on ventilators. The maximum ventilators were 
occupied in four major areas including Multan 81 
percent, Mardan 60 percent, Gujranwala 88 percent 
and Lahore 80 percent. The maximum Oxygen beds 
(alternate oxygen providing facility other than ventila-
tor administered as per medical requirement of COVID 
patient) was also occupied in four major areas of Swat 
67 percent, Gujranwala 85 percent, Peshawar 73 per-
cent and Gujrat 71 percent.
Around 528 ventilators were occupied elsewhere in 
the country while no COVID affected person was on 
ventilator in Gilgit Baltistan (GB) and Balochistan. 
Some 71,836 tests were conducted across the coun-
try on Saturday, including 12,022 in Sindh, 44,626 in 
Punjab, 7,382 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), 5,507 in 
Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT), 641 in Balochistan, 
390 in GB, and 1,268 in AJK. VoM
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Mitigating Pandemic and 
Climate Change Challenge

I n a globalized world, an infectious disease can bear striking 
similarities to known global commons problems, a marked 
difference is that climate change mitigation necessarily re-
lies on much more anticipatory and global responses. In 
economic terms, both issues have been characterized as 
“global public bads”. One characteristic of COVID-19, and 

epidemics more generally, however, is that there are at least lim-
ited opportunities for exclusion, as countries or regions can shield 
themselves from a virus through localized mitigation. Infectious 
disease can therefore not be treated as a “pure public bad”, but 
also bears some traits of a “club bad”. Unlike the climate crisis, 
epidemiological challenges create much stronger incentives for 
localized mitigation and immunization and unfold over shorter 
timescales. On balance, climate change is more difficult to con-
front than the current pandemic in many ways but that there is 
potential for lessons to be learnt from new approaches in a post-
COVID era. The current pandemic shows that political leaders have 
a tendency to react slowly in the face of unprecedented threats. In 
the early phases of the pandemic, a lockdown of the economy as 
implemented in the Chinese province of Wuhan would have seemed 
unimaginable to most nations outside of East Asia. COVID-19, like 
climate change, is a crisis that impacts all nations. Accelerated 
and well-organized collaboration in global crises can be pivotally 
important. However, states need to be aligned on the fundamental 
goals of their collaboration or risk significantly reducing the im-
pact of their efforts. In climate, this suggests that countries already 
engaging in resource and information sharing should be pursued 
collectively.

Tourism Digitalization

T he travel industry has been at the forefront of digital 
innovation and continues to be transformed at an 
exponential rate across the globe. Digitalization has 
left no segment of the travel ecosystem untouched. 
“Technology pervades every area of tourism and 
must be given the highest priority when develop-

ing the workforce for the industry,” said a 2016 report from the 
United Nations World Travel Organization. The report cites that 
52% of smartphones in the world are owned in the Asia Pacific, 
and social media is becoming a customer service improvement 
tool for hospitality groups. Travel is essentially about connecting 
people and places. Leveraging technology such as near-universal 
high-speed internet connectivity, search and geolocation technolo-
gies, mobile payments, and social platforms, these connections 
have evolved and one industry-changing development has been 
the explosion of the sharing economy. In today’s digital age where 
bookings are confirmed in a split second and an entire trip can be 
planned with a few taps of the finger, it’s hard to imagine life back 
in the “golden age of travel”. with technology, traveling today is 
more affordable, accessible, and convenient than ever before. The 
sharing economy has also forced tourism industry stakeholders to 
rethink their definition of tourism and reconsider the travel expe-
rience of the future. International travel is increasingly driven by 
cross-border collaboration between governments and the private 
sector. One big advantage of digitalization is the ability to harvest 
data and analytics. Consumers want to feel special and expect 
personalization of service and experience. By capturing personal 
data from customers and learning more about their behavioral 
patterns, companies are increasingly optimizing services across 
the customer journey. Emerging markets, particularly those along 
China’s Belt and Road Initiative, are benefitting from more tourism 
and the digitalization of travel.
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Today in History

Resentments for Intra-Afghan dialogue

Afghanistan’s peace process enters into a crucial 
stage as American President Joe Biden announced 
troop withdrawal by September 11, the 20th anniver-
sary of the attacks on New York and Washington that 
resulted in the US-led military invasion. While for intra 
Afghnstan the planed Istanbul Conference is the lynch-
pin of the fast-track diplomatic push launched by the 
Biden administration last month in an attempt to get 
to a solution before May 1. It was set up to involve re-
gional powers and make headway on an intra-Afghan 
peace settlement ahead of the US withdrawal. After the 
Taliban failed to respond to the proposed date of April 
14, it was pushed back to April 24. With the fresh devel-
opments, it is evident that the intra-Afghan consensus is 
a grave area of concern. For instance, Divergent interests 
of the Afghanistan political leadership and key stake-
holders in one of the key aspect of the fragmentation of 
the Afghanistan peace process and it seems one of the 
most ignored facts too because largely it never coincides 
with the interest of the actors that desires to bring the 
with the US withdrawal in compliance to the protocols 
of the US, Taliban deal. One of the key assertions for this 
impediment is the perceptions of power-sharing after 
the US withdrawal from Afghnstan. As the US withdrawal 
would open a new window for the regional actors to 

pursue their respective interests.
Intra-Afghan political cohesion concerning to the 
Afghanistan peace process is one of the key impedi-
ments that hampers the prospects of peaceful political 
stalemate at the state level. The drive for perpetual peace 
in Afghanistan has brought Kabul’s political leadership at 
odds and subverted the US.-backed government, which 
has deemed the chances of inclusive consensus-building 
among the key stakeholders. As matter of fact, all the 
entities have separate proposed plans that are aligned to 
their personal choices and interests, rather than for the 
state. Taliban’s at Centre stage, Warlords as Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar, Abdur Rashid Dostum, and Afghan President 
Ashraf Ghani has his own multiphase plan. The appari-
tions are riotously dissimilar in magnitude and depth. 
Nevertheless, there is one converging aspect of the 
establishment of a transitional government in Kabul, 
with many of Ghani’s political adversaries aiming to 
gain more power for themselves amid such strategies. 
With exception of the Taliban, the central government 
in Kabul however seems confident to overcome the wid-
ening divisions and vows to foster uniformity among 
intra-state key stakeholders. However, with current the 
lack of consensus just weeks away from a May 1 deadline 
set by the US could place the Taliban at a further advan-
tage in negotiations over who controls post-settlement 
Afghanistan. WITH the US withdrawal as per the US-
Taliban deal likely to delay, and a new peace proposal 
on the table, the Taliban faces foreseeable crossroads. 
It is pertinent to mention that Official and unofficial 
power brokers in Kabul have been deeply divided for 
years — with Ghani and Abdullah maintaining one of 
the ferocious contentions. Both leaders were the front-
runners in the country’s most recent election that was 
decided by a slim margin for Ghani amid allegations of 

fraud. The election before that, also between Abdullah 
and Ghani saw a similar result that was determined with 
an imprecise power-sharing settlement that in many 
ways flagged both political leaders’ variances. Contrary 
to that, Dostum’s peace plan calls for the rights of differ-
ent ethnic minorities and the decentralization of political 
and military control. While on the other hand Hekmatyar 
desires a “non-coalition” government based on “non-con-
troversial individuals. Although that seems a wild goose 
chase in dark but considering the fact that Hekmatyar’s 
holds a representation of ethnic identity and their inter-
ests. Key steps in the draft of the US proposed plan al-
ready appear to have sprawled. The document called for 
a meeting between the two negotiating teams in Turkey 
to jump-start talks in Doha, Qatar. Initially, the confer-
ence in Turkey was planned for early April, but the date 
has repeatedly slid back, and now concerns surrounding 
the start of Ramadan in mid-April have some worried it 
won’t convene until May. To conclude, Moscow, Doha, 
and Istanbul talks being unsuccessful would result in 
the Taliban gaining political supremacy as well as ter-
ritorial control in the country, which would deepen the 
country’s already fragile structure and lead to a civil war. 
Likewise, the failure of these talks in question may lead 
to new actors establishing their presence in the region. 
When all of these possibilities are considered, the most 
crucial thing that Turkey needs to do right now is to 
apply a considerable amount of pressure on the Taliban, 
along with the US and the international community, to 
bring it to the negotiation table in Istanbul.

In the Iron Throne’s shadow: Arabs reflect on 
‘Game of Thrones’ 10 years on

RIYADH
Whether you loved it or hated it, followed 
it casually or watched every episode twice, 
chances are you’ve at least heard of the 
HBO smash hit series “Game of Thrones.” 
The eight-season fantasy epic, which 
began 10 years ago today, has secured 
its place in pop culture history as one of 
the most famous TV shows of all time. 

The adaptation of George R. R. Martin’s 
A Song of Ice and Fire novels, the show 
began on April 17, 2011, to an audience 
of eager fans. Over the course of its run, 
the show has garnered 160 Emmy nomi-
nations, taking home 59 of them, making 
it one of the most successful shows in 
history. Najla Hussam, an avid fantasy fan 
who cited Martin as one of her favorite 

authors, told Arab News that the show 
provided a way for her to bond with her 
father, who started reading A Song of Ice 
and Fire when the first volume was pub-
lished in 1996. “My dad tried for years to 
get me to read the novels, but I honestly 
just wasn’t that interested. When the TV 
series first came out, he asked me to watch 
the first season with him to see if he could 
get me to change my mind about it. I was 
hooked instantly, and once the season was 
over, I borrowed all the books from him so 
we could discuss our theories about how 
the future of the show might look,” she 
said. The show has also gained notoriety 
for other reasons. Due to its exclusivity 
of being shown on the HBO network, the 
show is also famous for being the most 
pirated TV series of all time. Consistently 
throughout its run, Game of Thrones 
topped the lists of most illegally viewed 
shows online, as many fans couldn’t afford 
or gain access internationally to HBO’s 
viewing and streaming services. In the 
MENA region, the show was broadcast on 
the Orbit Showtime Network (OSN), with 
previous seasons being made available via 

the network’s on-demand service, OSN 
Play. Leading up to the start of season 7, 
OSN launched a 24-hour binge-watching 
channel, with all of the previous seasons 
being made available. However, in the 
Arab world, the show saw a lot of pirat-
ing activity for another, unusual reason; 
the OSN network broadcast the show in its 
full, uncensored version, which caused a 
lot of fans to hunt online for a version that 
removed or glossed over some of the more 
controversial themes. Danya Assad, a 30-
year old viewer from Riyadh, said that she 
only started watching the series around 
the start of the fourth season in 2013. 
She was only able to get into the fandom 
around the time censored episodes started 
to become available online. “I heard about 
a Game of Thrones group online made up 
of fans who volunteered to censor some 
of the more unsavory content, and that 
was how I was able to start watching,” 
she said. “I loved the premise of the show, 
I’m a huge fan of fantasy television and I 
was definitely interested in watching, but 
the amount of sexual content and other 
disturbing themes really put me off.”

Fudan University unveils self-
developed remote BCI chip

FUDAN
China’s Fudan University revealed its first self-
made remote brain-computer interface (BCI) 
chip for animals, which is on display at the China 
(Shanghai) International Technology Fair. The 
research team plans to put the chip into com-
mercial use in September, thepaper.cn reported. 
“Most BCI chips in the current market are wired, 
but our remote chip can detect the brain signals 
of experimental animals when they are moving 
freely,” said Ye Dawei, a member of the research 
and development team. He noted that there are 
no similar products in the domestic market, 
and it costs about 300,000 yuan ($46,000) to 
400,000 yuan to import. The weight of the chip 
is less than 3 grams, including 1 gram for a but-
ton battery. The power of the chip, at less than 
3 milliwatts, allows for the recording of brain 
signals within a radius of 4 meters over a 24-
hour period. The chip can also avoid the impact 
of animal movement on experimental results.
Ye said that the biggest advantage of the chip 
is its light weight. “Similar foreign products 
weigh about 27 grams,” said Ye, adding that 
the chip’s low power requirement means bat-
teries can be changed less frequently. “The 
launch of a Chinese-made remote BCI chip is 

a great breakthrough of a ‘bottlenecked’ tech-
nique,” Wang Peng, an associate professor at 
the Gaoling School of Artificial Intelligence at 
the Renmin University of China, told the Global 
Times on Sunday. Current uses of the chip may 
focus on technological and medical research, 
and then expand to other sectors and scenarios 
after the technique is perfected. BCI chips are 
a hot research topic worldwide. US technology 
company Neuralink, founded by Tesla CEO Elon 
Musk, posted a video recently showing that a 
9-year-old monkey can play videogames by BCI 
equipment developed by the company. 
Wang said that many foreign technology 
companies including Neuralink entered the 
BCI research area earlier than their Chinese 
counterparts. 

CALIFORNIA
Pregnant women should be offered a 
Covid jab when other people their age 
get one, the UK’s vaccine advisers say. 
They say the Pfizer and Moderna vac-
cines are preferable because data from 
the US in 90,000 pregnant women has 
not raised any safety concerns. Up 
until now, only women with underly-
ing health conditions or those whose 
risk of exposure to the virus was high 
were eligible.The shift in advice brings 
the UK into line with other countries. 
The Joint Committee on Vaccination and 
Immunisation now advises that pregnant 
women should all be offered the Pfizer-
BioNTech or Moderna vaccines where 
available, at the same time as the rest 
of the population.
They are encouraged to discuss the risks 
and benefits of the vaccines with their 
doctor before making the appointment, 
but it is not a requirement. “There is 
no evidence to suggest that other vac-
cines are unsafe for pregnant women, 
but more research is needed,” it added. 

Currently, there is a lack of data on 
the AstraZeneca vaccine in pregnancy 
because pregnant women were not in-
cluded in trials, but the JCVI says more 
evidence may be forthcoming in the near 
future. The JCVI has already said that, as 
a precaution, adults under 30 should be 
offered an alternative to the AstraZeneca 
jab because of evidence possibly linking 
it to extremely rare blood clots in adults.
Professor Wei Shen Lim, Covid-19 chair 
for the JCVI, said: “We encourage preg-
nant women to discuss the risks and 
benefits with their clinician - those at 
increased risk of severe outcomes from 
Covid-19 are encouraged to promptly 
take up the offer of vaccination when 
offered.” Dr Edward Morris, president 
of the Royal College of Obstetricians 
and Gynaecologists, said: “Vaccination 
offers pregnant women the best protec-
tion from Covid-19, which can be serious 
in some women. “We believe it should 
be a woman’s choice whether to have 
the vaccine or not after considering the 
benefits and risks, and would encour-

age pregnant women to discuss with a 
trusted source like their GP, obstetrician 
or midwife, or a healthcare professional 
in a vaccination centre.”
Dr Mary Ross-Davie, from the Royal 

College of Midwives, said the new ad-
vice was “a sensible step” by the vac-
cines committee. She said midwives 
and obstetricians “will be there to sup-
port pregnant women to make an in-

formed decision that is right for them”. 
Women can be vaccinated at any time 
during their pregnancy although they 
may prefer to wait until after the first 
trimester or the first scan, the RCOG 
said. Although pregnant women are at 
no greater risk of being infected by the 
virus, they are more likely to have com-
plications from Covid-19. Data shows 
that one in five pregnant women who 
become unwell with Covid needs to have 
her baby delivered early.
As the UK’s vaccination programme is 
now inviting people in their 40s, clarity 
on advice for pregnant women on the 
vaccine was needed.
More than 32 million people in the UK 
have received a first dose of a Covid 
vaccine.Women who are planning preg-
nancy or are breastfeeding can be vac-
cinated with any vaccine, depending on 
their age and clinical risk group, the 
JCVI said. It said it would closely moni-
tor the evidence on Covid-19 vaccination 
in pregnancy and update its advice as 
required.
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On April 19, 1897, John J. 
McDermott of New York won the 
first Boston Marathon with a time 

of 2:55:10. The Boston Marathon was the 
brainchild of Boston Athletic Association 
member and inaugural U.S. Olympic team 
manager John Graham, who was inspired 
by the marathon at the first modern 
Olympic Games in Athens in 1896. With 
the assistance of Boston businessman 
Herbert H. Holton, various routes were 
considered, before a measured distance 
of 24.5 miles from the Irvington Oval 
in Boston to Metcalf’s Mill in Ashland 
was eventually selected. Fifteen run-
ners started the race but only 10 made 
it to the finish line. John J. McDermott, 
representing the Pastime Athletic Club 
of New York City, took the lead from 
Harvard athlete Dick Grant over the hills 
in Newton. Although he walked several 
times during the final miles, McDermott 
still won by a comfortable six-minute, 
fifty-two-seconds. McDermott had won 
the only other marathon on U.S. soil the 
previous October in New York. The mara-
thon’s distance was changed in 1908 in 
accordance with Olympic standards to 
its current length of 26 miles 385 yards. 

The Boston Marathon was originally 
held on Patriot’s Day, April 19, a regional 
holiday that commemorates the begin-

ning of the Revolutionary War. In years 
when the 19th fell on a Sunday, the race 
was held the following Monday. In 1969, 

Patriots Day was officially moved to the 
third Monday in April and the race has 
been held on that Monday ever since. 
Women were not allowed to enter the 
Boston race officially until 1972, but 
Roberta “Bobbi” Gibb couldn’t wait: In 
1966, she became the first woman to run 
the entire Boston Marathon, but had to 
hide in the bushes near the start until the 
race began. In 1967, Kathrine Switzer, 
who had registered as “K. V. Switzer”, 
was the first woman to run with a race 
number. Switzer finished even though 
officials tried to physically remove her 
from the race after she was identified as 
a woman. In the fall of 1971, the Amateur 
Athletics Union permitted its sanctioned 
marathons (including Boston) to allow 
female entry. Nina Kuscsik became the 
first official female participant to win the 
Boston Marathon in 1972. Seven other 
women started and finished that race. In 
1975, the Boston Marathon became the 
first major marathon to include a wheel-
chair division competition. Bob Hall won 
it in two hours, 58 minutes. The Boston 
Marathon was the scene of a 2013 terror-
ist attack that killed three spectators and 
wounded more than 260 others.

April 19, 1897 - First Boston Marathon held

Pregnant women should be offered Covid vaccine
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Paris is no rush to start 
planning her wedding

  

Los Angeles
Paris Hilton is in no rush to start planning her wedding, 
according to her sister Nicky. The socialite and business 
mogul accepted her boyfriend Carter Reum’s proposal in 
February, and according to Nicky, she has been so busy 
with her work she hasn’t had a chance to start planning 
for her big day. “I don’t think she’s doing it in the immedi-
ate future. She wants to do it when everyone is safe and 
there’s a bit more clarity but I’ll definitely be helping her, 
especially with the fun things like the bachelorette party,” 
she told New You magazine. “Or maybe it’s because she’s 
been so busy with launching her podcast and her pro-
duction company but she hasn’t really had time to even 
think about it.” The designer added that Paris is currently 
taking the relaxed approach to wedding planning and is 
“the opposite of a Bridezilla”.
“I told her, ‘If you want to have a wedding anytime soon, 
you better get on it.’ Venues get booked up. Some of these 
dresses take a few months to make. But she seems very 
focused on her business right now,” she shared. Paris 
started dating the businessman in late 2019 and Nicky 
believes Carter is a “really nice” man who makes her 
elder sister happy. “They are very similar. They are very 
focused and passionate about their work. They get along 
great,” she gushed, adding that Paris will make a great 
mother. “If how she is as a mother to her pets is any 
indication, she’s going to be a fantastic, doting mother,” 
she praised..VoM

Kourtney reveals 
MASSIVE flower display 

beauTravis gifted her

 Monmouth County
She turns 42 years old on Sunday. And Kourtney 
Kardashian got an early birthday present this Saturday 
from her boyfriend Travis Barker who is famous as 
the drummer for Blink-182. The reality TV star posted 
an Insta Stories video showing a breathtakingly huge 
flower display set up in the hallway of her home. A 
massive bushel of tulips - complete with a stem and a 
small mound of grass underneath - made up the bot-
tom half of the arrangement. But that was only part 
of the extravagant display as Travis also had several 
gardenias with lily pads strung from the ceiling.  She 
gushed in a caption that ‘tulips and gardenias are my 
favorite flowers’ adding that ‘my entire house smells 
yummy.’  Kourtney’s little sister Kim Kardashian also 
happened to wander into her hallway and express her 
own astonishment at Travis’ gift Kim, who is currently 
in the process of divorcing her third husband Kanye 
West, cooed: ‘Okay, I just walked into the most gor-
geous flower arrangement.’ She marveled: ‘You can 
smell the entire house. This is so beautiful. I’ve never 
seen anything like this. Happy birthday, VoM

Britney Spears Says 
She’s ‘Totally Fine’ and 

‘Extremely Happy’

Dubai
Britney Spears wants her fans to know she is doing well. 
The “Stronger” singer posted a new Instagram video on 
Friday, answering three questions her followers have been 
asking her, including “Are you OK?” “Yes, I’m totally fine. I’m 
extremely happy, I have a beautiful home, beautiful children,” 
replied Spears. The singer shares two sons -- Jayden James , 
14, and Sean Preston, 15 -- with ex-husband Kevin Federline. 
“I’m taking a break right now because I’m enjoying myself.” 
Prior to answering that question, she answered whether or 
not she gets dizzy when she spins so much while filming her 
dancing videos. “Yes, I get extremely dizzy. But I’m a dancer so 
as long as I have a focus point for my head as I turn, as long 
as I keep finding that spot, usually in the end it’s not as bad,” 
Spears answered.She also addressed what the photo of a red 
refrigerator she posted last month meant, replying, “Honestly 
I just thought it was cool.I thought it was vintage, it was red 
and just really cool.” The post came just days after Spears also 
mentioned that she was “flattered” that the world is so “em-
pathetic and concerned” with her life. More concern over the 
pop star’s life came after the New York Times documentary.

IMOLA, ITALY 
Max Verstappen kept his cool to claim a cha-
otic rain-hit Emilia Romagna Grand Prix on 
Sunday as seven-time Formula One champion 
Lewis Hamilton recovered from a rare mistake 
to sneak in second. Red Bull driver Verstappen 
muscled past pole sitter Hamilton on the first 
corner at Imola to set up his impressive first 
win of the season.

“I surprised myself. We worked really hard to 
make that better. In these tricky conditions we 
did a great job,” Verstappen said. Lando Norris 
in a McLaren took third for the Briton’s second 
successive podium ahead of Charles Leclerc 
for Ferrari. The outcome of a compelling sec-
ond leg of the Formula One season confirmed 
Verstappen’s stature as a formidable obsta-
cle to Hamilton’s quest for an unprecedented 
eighth drivers’ crown.
After winning the season-opener in Bahrain 
and putting in the fastest lap on Sunday 
Hamilton leads Verstappen by one point 
ahead of the Portuguese Grand Prix next time 
out. A high-speed crash involving Mercedes’ 
Valtteri Bottas and George Russell in a 
Williams forced the race to be suspended as 
debris was cleared off the Imola circuit.
The pair collided at over 300kmh on lap 34, 
both drivers shaken as their wrecked cars 

were lifted off the track.
The red flags appeared a lap after an un-
characteristic slip-up from Hamilton saw the 
Mercedes world champion hurtle off the cir-
cuit into a gravel pit when placed second on 
a tracherous rain-hit track.
Half an hour after the suspension, a rolling re-
start saw Verstappen set off in front of Leclerc 
and Norris. Hamilton, his car repaired, had 
work to do from ninth.
As Verstappen calmly reeled in his 11th ca-
reer victory, but first in Italy, Hamilton weaved 
his way up to sit third, and then second after 
passing Norris with three laps remaining.
“First time I’ve made a mistake in a long time, 
but I’m grateful I could bring he car home,” 
said a relieved Hamilton.slew of leading 
events, instead hosting soccer, tennis, mo-
torcycling, judo and beach volleyball since 
January.

‘Next level’ Babar Azam should break all 
the records: Inzamamul Haq

Bureau Report
KARACHI 

Pakistan will take on Zimbabwe in a three-
match Twenty20 International (T20I) series, 
starting on April 21 in Harare. The Pakistan 
squad arrived in Harare from Johannesburg, 
after a successful tour of South Africa where 
they won both the ODI and T20I series, on 
April 17. Pakistan, who have a perfect record 
Zimbabwe in T20Is with victories in all 14 
matches, will start as favourites to win the 
series. All-rounder Sean Williams will lead 
the home side, while Pakistan will be cap-
tained by star batsman Babar Azam.
Pakistan’s former captain Inzamamul Haq 
has heaped praise on star batsman Babar 
Azam, stating that he has entered the next 
phase of his cricketing career.
The batting legend believes that Azam has 
the ability to break all the records in the fu-
ture. “Babar Azam is a great player. There is 

no doubt about it. The way he played during 
the [T20I] series, it was clear that he is next 
level player. He should break all the records 
considering the way he approaches the 
game,” said Inzamam on his official YouTube 
channel.
“If you look at his innings [in the fourth 
T20I], he showed maturity by forming a 
partnership with Fakhar Zaman, who was 

smashing the bowlers, rather than going 
for his own runs. This shows that he has 
now entered the next phase of his career 
as he understands what the team requires 
in a given situation and the importance of 
making other players play alongside him,” 
he added.  Pakistan won the four-match T20I 
series against South Africa, 3-1, where Azam 
was declared the player of the series.

Rising cases of coronavirus infections, pro-
tests across country take toll on investor 

sentiment
Bureaau Report

KARACHI
The Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) ended on an up-
beat note despite sluggish activity during the outgo-
ing week as the index managed to sustain its level at 
over the 45,000-point mark and ended with a rise of 
119 points or 0.26%. The market finished three out of 
the five sessions in green to settle at 45,305.63 points.
In the wake of rising coronavirus cases and National 
Command and Operation Centre’s (NCOC) proposal to 
impose a lockdown in order to contain the spread of 
Covid-19, the week kicked-off trading on a negative note 
as the benchmark KSE-100 index shed over 200 points 
amid panic selling by investors. Unfortunately, upbeat 
remittances data announced during the trading session, 
which showed inflows touching $2.7 billion in March 

2021 and remaining above $2 billion for the 10th con-
secutive month, failed to entice market players. Tuesday 
provided a respite from the selling pressure, however, 
countrywide protests by political activists of Tehreek-
e-Labbaik Pakistan in major cities of Pakistan kept 
economic activity muted, which took a toll on investor 
sentiments. The uptrend sustained on Wednesday, the 
first day of Ramazan, on the back of encouraging au-
tomobile sales data, which showed a robust growth of 
198% in March 2021, and optimistic numbers released 
by the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) for the large-
scale manufacturing (LSM) sector, which grew 7.45% 
in the first eight months (Jul-Feb) of current fiscal year 
despite the third wave of the Covid-19 pandemic, kept 
the investment climate buoyant. Unfortunately, senti-
ment turned sour again and investors started offloading 
stocks on Thursday as NCOC announced stricter restric-
tions across the country as a preventive measure for 
containing the spread of virus. Moreover, comments by 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) country repre-
sentative on government’s commitment to power tariff 
hike added to the bearish sentiment. Fortunately, the 
tables turned on Friday as market expectations of bet-
ter financial results in key sectors lent support to the 
bourse and aided its uptrend. However, news reports 
of protests by TLP activists and cabinet reshuffle forced 
investors to trade cautiously and kept index from post-
ing substantial gains.Prime Minister Imran Khan in yet 
another cabinet reshuffle on Friday replaced Hammad 
Azhar from the office of finance minister by Shaukat 

Fayyaz Ahmed Tarin. Meanwhile, Omar Ayub was ap-
pointed as the Minister for Economic Affairs, Azhar has 
been given the post of Minister for Energy and Khusro 
Bakhtiar has been selected as Minister for Industries 
and Production.
“We expect the market to remain bullish in the coming 
week,” stated a report from Arif Habib Limited. “With 
the result season commencing next week, we believe 
oil and cyclical sectors will be under the limelight on 
the back of healthy earnings expectations.”Average daily 
traded volume dropped 10% week-on-week to 368 mil-
lion shares while average daily traded value declined 
18% week-on-week to $100 million. In terms of sec-
tors, contributions were led by commercial banks (81 
points), technology and communication (78 points), 
fertiliser (43 points), automobile assemblers (25 points) 
and oil and gas exploration companies (18 points).
Scrip-wise, positive contributors were TRG Pakistan (60 
points), Fauji Fertiliser (60 points), BAHL (22 points), 
Engro Fertiliser (21 points) and HBL (20 points), while 
negative contributors included Engro Corporation 
(47 points), Hubco (27 points), Pakistan State Oil (27 
points), Searle (21 points) and DG Khan Cement (20 
poits).Foreign selling continued this week clocking-
in at $1 million compared to a net sell of $9.5 million 
last week. Selling was witnessed in all other sectors 
($2.64 million) and commercial banks ($1.31 million). 
On the domestic front, major buying was reported by 
individuals ($9.77 million) and other organisations ($ 
3.9 million).

Bureaau Report
DUBAI

Dubai Islamic Bank (DIB) said on 
Sunday it does not expect any “neg-
ative impact” from a case against 
it brought by the administrators 
of hospital operator NMC Group. It 
made the disclosure in a letter to 
the Dubai Financial Market posted 
on the website of the bourse. Last 
week it emerged that NMC was suing 
a Dubai bank in the Abu Dhabi courts 
in a dispute that could complicate 
the company’s multi-billion-dollar 
debt restructuring and potentially 
delay payouts to creditors, Reuters 
reported. It was the latest twist in 
the tale of the UAE ‘s biggest hospi-
tal group which last year disclosed 
more than $4 billion in hidden debt. 
Its UAE operations were placed into 
administration and creditor claims 
are understood to now exceed $6.4 

billion. “It is a matter of public record 
that an application has been filed by 
the administrators of the NMC Group 
in the Abu Dhabi Global Markets 
Court, in which Dubai Islamic Bank 
and 12 insurance companies and 
third party service providers are 
respondents,” DIB CEO Hassan Al-
Serkal said in the statement to the 
Dubai financial Market, where it’s 
shares are listed. “DIB does not an-
ticipate any material negative impact 
arising from this application. As this 
is an ongoing legal matter, we can 
comment further at this time.”

Bureau Report
BEIJING

China’s Digital Currency Electronic 
Payment, also known as digital yuan, is 
expanding usage in more cities. China’s 
central bank will increase the scale of 
the pilot projects of its digital currency in 
more scenarios and more cities, said Li Bo, 
a deputy governor of the People’s Bank of 
China, at the Boao Forum for Asia held in 
South China’s Hainan Province on Sunday. 
“Currently, there’s no plan to launch the 
digital yuan nationwide. But the scale of 
the trial run will be increased,” Li said.
For example, the trial of the digital cur-
rency at the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics 
will not only be conducted among domes-
tic users but also among international 
athletes, Li added. Zhou Xiaochuan, for-
mer governor of China’s central bank and 
vice-chairman of the board of the Boao 
Forum for Asia, said that the digital cur-
rency in China was not created for cross-

border payments, which would be more 
convenient but would also involve compli-
cated problems like the sovereignty of the 
currency and independence of monetary 
policy. “A most applicable scenario for the 
digital payment in China is in wholesale 
activities. Therefore, the basic work of 
developing digital currency in China is to 
upgrade and iterate the wholesale system,” 
said Zhou at the forum.
In Shanghai, the digital currency is un-
dergoing trials in a housing estate. The 
Zhonghuan Garden community, located 
in Putuo district, Shanghai is trying out 
digital yuan. More than 500 residents 
in the community have to pay property 
management fees and parking fees, and 
order express delivery, using digital yuan. 
“The community began to carry out digital 
yuan registration for residents at the end 
of March. Now about half of the residents, 
or more than 500 people, have completed 
registration,” said He Jian.

Dubai Islamic Bank sees no 
impact from NMC law suit

Digital yuan gets trials in Shanghai 
as use extends to more areas

Pandemic and 
property prices 

weigh on UAE banks 
says S&P

Bureaau Report
DUBAI

The COVID-19 pandemic, lower oil prices, and 
continued pressure on the real estate sector 
have increased risks for UAE banks, S&P Global 
Ratings said in a report on Sunday. It expects 
the sector’s problem loans to increase further 
once current regulatory forbearance measures 
are lifted and banks start to account for the 
impact of the economic shock. However the 
process is expected to be gradual, minimizing 
the overall impact. After the pandemic started, 
the UAE Central Bank (CBUAE) implemented 
a Targeted Economic Support Scheme (TESS), 
which helped ease the pressure on corporate 
issuers and small and mid-size enterprises, 
S&P said. But it did not reduce credit risk on 
the banking system’s balance sheet.
“The UAE has a wealthy economy with strong 
fiscal and external positions. The strength 
of the government’s net asset position has 
helped counteract the negative impact of 
lower oil prices on economic growth since 
late 2015,” S&P said in the report authored 
by credit analysts Puneet Tuli and Mohamed 
Damak. It said that the pandemic has pre-
sented a new challenge to the economy and 
real estate sector. S&P estimates the banking 
system’s total exposure to the real estate and 
construction sectors stood at 28 percent as 
of year-end 2020, assuming that one-third of 
personal loans for consumption purposes are 
channeled to real estate.
Residential real estate prices have declined 
more than 40 percent since the peak in the 
second-quarter 2014. The credit ratings 
agency expects prices to remain under pres-
sure in 2021. Another 20 percent of the bank-
ing sector’s total lending covered sectors such 
as trade, transport,storage, communication, 
and personal loans for business purposes at 
year-end 2020.

Bureaau Report
BEIJING 

An annual report from Boao Forum of Asia 
(BFA) shows the performance of Asian econo-
mies, led by China, has performed significantly 
better than that of the rest of the world in the 
past months, predicting Asian economy will 
experience continuous growth of more than 
6.5 percent in 2021. Under the impact of the 
coronavirus pandemic, Asian economies have 
experienced a sharp drop in growth rates, how-
ever, Asian economic performance as a whole 
has been significantly better than that of the 
rest of the world, said the report. In terms of 
purchasing power parity, Asia’s share in the 
global economic aggregate in 2020 reached 
47.3 percent, up 0.9 percentage points from 
2019.  As Asia’s largest economy, China led 
Asia with an impressive GDP growth rate of 2.3 
percent last year. In the first quarter of 2021, 
China’s economy grew by 18.3 percent year-on-
year. The report also shows that economic inte-
gration of all Asian economies is accelerating. 
By February 2021, there had been 186 regional 
trade agreements in force inside and outside 
Asia, accounting for 54.9 percent of the total 

regional agreements in the world. In particu-
lar, the signing of the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership Agreement (RCEP) in 
November 2020 has been injecting strong 
momentum into regional and global economic 
growth, which is expected to give renewed im-
petus to further accelerate the negotiation of 
free trade agreements in Asia. 
The integration of the trade of goods and 
services in Asia is accelerating. The trade de-
pendence of Asian economies was more than 
50 percent in 2019, with bilateral trade vol-
umes continuing to grow, said Lin Guijun, vice 
president of the University of International 
Business and Economics, during the press 
conference at Boao on Sunday. Looking ahead 
to 2021, the Asian economy will likely experi-

ence consistent growth, with a growth rate of 
more than 6.5 percent, the report noted, citing 
the pandemic as the main variable that affects 
the regional economic growth. The 2021 BFA, 
also the first major international event in 2021 
held in perso, officially kicked off in Boao, a 
coastal tropical resort in South China’s Hainan 
Province.
The four-day annual conference, which is 
themed “A World in Change: Join Hands to 
Strengthen Global Governance and Advance 
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) Cooperation,” 
comes at a time when Asian countries are in 
dire need of joining hands to address problems 
such as the pandemic and global geopolitical 
uncertainties. “Despite the pandemic, more 
than 4,000 participants have registered offline 
for the event, which is unprecedented and is 
the world’s largest offline conference now,” BFA 
Secretary General Li Baodong told a press con-
ference on Sunday.
Participants to join the conference online or 
in person include foreign state leaders, sen-
ior government officials, heads of interna-
tional organizations, and other dignitaries, Li 
introduced.

Boao Forum to focus on a changing world, and BRI cooperation

Bureau Report
SEVILLE

Barcelona president Joan Laporta 
said he was very confident Lionel 
Messi would choose to stay at 
the club after the Argentine de-
livered a vintage performance in 
Saturday’s 4-0 win over Athletic 
Bilbao in the Copa del Rey final. 
Messi scored a sensational indi-
vidual goal midway through the 
second half after strikes from 
Antoine Griezmann and Frenkie 
de Jong had put the Catalans in 
charge.
He then adorned an outstanding 
display by netting again before 
lifting the trophy for the seventh 
time in his career, his first since 
becoming club captain in 2018. 
Barca’s all-time top scorer and 
most decorated player has only 
two months left on his contract 
and tried to leave last year after 
falling out with then-president 
Josep Maria Bartomeu.
But Laporta, who presided over 
Messi’s rise to stardom in his 
first stint as Barca chief and was 
elected for a second time last 
month, said he felt the captain 
would stay at the club where he 
has spent his career since joining 
aged 13.“Leo is the best player in 
the world and has a very strong 

bond with the club. I’m convinced 
he wants to stay and we’ll do eve-
rything in our hands to make sure 
he does,” Laporta told reporters.
“Today he could see he is backed 
up by a great team who are capa-
ble of playing beautiful football.” 
Messi gave no hints about his 
future but commended his side 
for overcoming a terrible start 
to their season to go and win the 
Copa and rejoin a thrilling three-
way race for the La Liga title 
alongside leaders Atletico Madrid 
and Real Madrid. “We struggled 
to get going in the first half of the 
season and lost a lot of points by 
being naive but then we got a lot 
stronger, started playing really 
well and got ourselves back into 
the fight,” he said.
Barcelona coach Ronald Koeman 
paid tribute to Messi and also 
gave a special mention to Dutch 
midfielder De Jong, who got two 
assists in addition to scoring the 
second goal. “Leo has spent years 
demonstrating that he is the best 
player in the world and he was 
very effective today although we 
should also highlight what Frenkie 
did as well as the rest of the team,” 
he added. “We played at an ex-
traordinary level tonight and we 
deserve this Cup.”

Political upheaval keeps gains subdued

Verstappen wins Emilia Romagna Grand Prix, 
Hamilton second

Laporta certain Messi will 
stay after leading Barca to 

Cup glory

Squads, schedule for Zimbabwe, Pakistan 
T20I series
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He said that the Commercial Court 
Ordinance, 2021 will ensure expedi-
tious disposal of claims arising from 
commercial transactions by introduc-
ing timeframe for decision of suits, e-
filing of pleadings and limited number 

of adjournments
LAHORE  

Punjab Governor Chaudhry Muhammad 
Sarwar has said that reforms like establish-
ment of commercial courts are few of the 
many which the government is committed to 
deliver in line with its vision. Talking to a del-
egation of the Lahore Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (LCCI), he said that the measures 
taken by the government in collaboration with 
the Lahore High Court are a giant leap towards 
making the business environment conducive 
for trade and economic activities. He said that 
this initiative will guarantee and ensure that 
investment of the business community in 
Punjab is secure.
He said that the Commercial Court Ordinance, 
2021 will ensure expeditious disposal of claims 
arising from commercial transactions by intro-

ducing timeframe for decision of suits, e-filing 
of pleadings and limited number of adjourn-
ments. Also speaking on the occasion, LCCI 
President Mian Tariq Misbah said that the 
promulgation of Commercial Courts Ordinance 
2021 can be termed as a milestone initiative 
towards providing speedy and affordable jus-
tice to the business community. He said that 
the legal experts involved in preparing this or-
dinance deserve special appreciation for keep-
ing in view the challenges and complexities of 
modern business requirements.
The LCCI president said, “We need to un-
derstand that efficient contract enforcement 
is essential to economic development and 
sustained growth. Overall, enhancing the ef-
ficiency of the judicial system can improve 
the business climate, foster innovation, attract 
foreign direct investment and secure tax rev-
enues etc.” He said that the establishment of 
commercial courts under this ordinance will 
also contribute greatly in improving the doing 
business ranking of Pakistan because these ar-
rangements will directly influence one of its 
factors that is called ‘Enforcing Contracts’.

Government handled the protest of the TLP in 
the best possible manner

RAWALPINDI
Federal Minister Chaudhry Fawad Hussain Saturday 
said declaration of Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP) as 
a proscribed organization was purely an internal deci-
sion of Pakistan.Talking to the media persons at District 
Headquarters Hospital after inquiring health of injured 
police personnel, he outrightly rejected any foreign 
pressure on the issue of TLP. The minister said the gov-
ernment had handled the protest of the TLP in the best 
possible manner and the situation had normalized now 
across the country. He said Prime Minister Imran Khan 
had already issued a statement and tweet in which he 
had appreciated the bravery of police and law enforce-
ment agencies.
Fawad said that the government had to close social media 
for a few hours but it was inevitable to counter the tac-
tics of the miscreants. He said every Muslim was ready to 
sacrifice his life for the honour of the Holy Prophet SAW 
but any body using this issue for getting political mile-
age was unfortunate.In past foreign hand was found in 
sectarian violence in Karachi and nobody could rule out 
hand of enemy countries in the recent violence on the 
name of religion, he said.The minister said few parties 

may have been playing in the hands of the enemy and 
such incidents could weaken the country. He appreciated 
Punjab, Sindh and KP police and security agencies which 
gelled together and countered the threat effectively.
Chaudhry Fawad said the government was committed to 
the capacity building of the law enforcement agencies. 
He said Pakistan was the fifth largest country and one 
of the seven atomic powers of the world and it should 
not be taken as a weak nation which had defeated the 
scourge of terrorism successfully. He said that Pakistan 
was not a weak state and no one should take it lightly. 
The minister said in democracy everybody had his view-
point but no one could be allowed to blackmail the state 
by use of force or any other means. VoM

CAIR expresses solidarity 
with Sikhs after mass 
shooting in a US city

Gov’t decides to establish 
Border Markets at Pak-

Iran: Zubaida  Jalal

ISLAMABAD  

Provincial Minister for Environment and Forests, 
Muhammad Ishtiaq Urmar here on Sunday said that 
over 70 million plants of wild olive trees were discov-
ered in KP out of which grafting in 40 million would 
be achieved in next five years with assistance of Agri-
culture Department. “The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa For-
est and Agriculture departments have joined hands 
for grafting in 40 million wild olive trees in next five 
years and subsequently its plantation under 10 Bil-
lion Trees Afforstration Project (10BTAP) following 
discovery of about 70 million wild olive trees in the 
province,”. “We have around 70 million wild olive 
trees in KP including merged areas. In some areas, 
these plants are inaccessible due to remote moun-
tainous areas. We would give priority to grafting in 
wild olives in accessible areas with an assistance of 
Agriculture Department for whopping afforstration 
under 10BTAP in next two years”, said Ishtiaq Urmar.
He said Agriculture Department’s research institutes 
would be used for grafting in olive trees under the 
project. VoM

MIRPUR
While welcoming a letter written by 
the UN human rights experts to the 
Indian government regarding the hu-
man rights situation in Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK), 
AJK President Sardar Masood Khan said 
that the situation is far worse than the 
human rights violations mentioned in 
the letter.
He said that the UN rapporteurs have 
confined their report to mentioning 
only the violation of some of the rights 
of Muslims and other minorities, while 
we believe that the Modi government of 
India is engaged in hatching conspira-
cies against the very existence of Mus-
lims in Jammu and Kashmir, AJK Presi-
dent office said Sunday evening. They 
want to turn the Muslim majority into 
a minority and make the territory of 
Kashmir a complete Hindu state, Khan 
added,
Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Naeem Khalid Lodhi 
(Defense Analyst) said that India is ha-
bitual of maligning Pakistan through 
falsehood and fabricated propaganda. 
Pakistan must stay vigilant and make 
counter narrative to deal with Indian 
misinformation. Islamabad must collect 
all the evidence against India and take 
the case to international courts. We 
need to learn new methods of warfare 
and prepare our forces in accordance 

with the latest techniques of hybrid war.
India should restore original special 
status of Jammu and Kashmir, withdraw 
its military and security forces from 
Jammu and Kashmir to pave way for 
peaceful and meaningful negotiations 
for settlement of Kashmir issue.
These views were expressed by Cheng 
Xizhong, Visiting Professor at South-
west University of Political Science and 
Law and former Defense AttachÃ in 
South Asian countries said on Sunday.
Pakistan has long been committed to 
resolving all outstanding issues, includ-
ing Jammu and Kashmir dispute, with 
India through peaceful and meaning-
ful negotiations. However, despite the 
strong opposition of the international 
community and regional countries, In-
dia unilaterally scrapped Article 370 of 
the Constitution in 2019, stripped Jam-
mu and Kashmir of special status, and 
downgraded Jammu and Kashmir from 
statehood to union territory status.
As a result, the peaceful settlement 
of the Kashmir issue has lost its basis, 
which has worsened the relations be-
tween India and Pakistan, and seriously 
damaged peace and stability in South 
Asia, he said in a statement issued here.
In his opinion, whether India and Paki-
stan can resume dialogue and normal-
ize relations depends on the following 
three conditions:

First, India deeply reflects on what it 
has done in recent years, quickly cor-
rects its mistakes, and restores original 
special status of Jammu and Kashmir by 
legal procedures.
Second, India withdraws all the mili-
tary and security forces from Jammu 
and Kashmir that are being deployed to 
suppress Kashmiri people, immediately 
stops serious violations of human rights 
and gives the Kashmiri people the right 
to self-determination.
Third, India completely abandons re-
gional hegemonism and deals with its 
relations with its South Asian neigh-
bors, including Pakistan, in an equal 
manner. Cheng Xizhong welcomed the 
statement of Pakistan Foreign Office 
spokesperson in which he said that Pak-
istan had always underscored the need 
for a meaningful dialogue on all out-
standing issues including the core is-
sue of Jammu and Kashmir.“We are fully 
agree with what the Pakistani Foreign 
Office spokesperson said. Moreover, I 
think Pakistan’s position of normalizing 
relations with India is sincere, reason-
able and very constructive,” he added.
He said that India and Pakistan are the 
two major powers in the South Asian 
subcontinent, because of the long-
standing Jammu and Kashmir dispute, 
they have been hostile to each other for 
decades. VoM

Kashmir Issue             

AJK President lauds UN report on human rights 
situation in IIOJK

India should restore special status of IIOJK for meaningful talks on Kashmir: experts

Business Reforms    
Punjab governor urges for business reforms

Peace and Security          
Government committed to capacity building 

of the law enforcement agencies: Fawad

70mln wild olive plants 
discovered in KP, grafting 
in 40mn to be achieved in 

five years: Minister    

The government is paying 1.5 million rupees 
per acre for acquiring the land for establish-
ment border market at the places adjacent to 

the border corridors of Gabad area
TURBAT 

Minister for Defence Production 
Zubaida Jalal has said that steps 
would be taken to provide relief 
to the residents of Pak-Iran border 
areas of Balochistan.
Talking to a delegation of local el-
ders, she said the government has 
decided to establish Border Mar-
kets at Pak-Iran border for legal 
start of trade at the places adja-
cent to the border.
The government is paying 1.5 mil-
lion rupees per acre for acquiring 
the land for establishment bor-
der market at the places adjacent 
to the border corridors of Gabad 
area.
Zubaida Jalal said with the estab-
lishment of the Border Market, 
people of the border areas would 
be avail trade facilities in a legal 
manner.
She said Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has approved the Southern 
Balochistan Package to alleviate 
the sense of deprivation of the peo-
ple of the area and provide basic 
infrastructure facilities to them.
 It is noted that, Iran and Pakistan, 
which share 959 km border, have 
in recent years held interactions 
at various levels to increase bor-
der crossings for facilitating trade 
and movement of people. Dur-
ing his visit to Pakistan, Zarif had 
also proposed the idea of opening 
Pishin-Mand border crossing and 
called for increase in entry and 
exit points on the joint border.
So far, Mirjavah-Taftan is the only 
official border crossing point for 
trade and public movement be-
tween the two sides. Mirjavah is a 
city in Sistan-Balochsitan province 
in Iran.
The new border gateway is expect-
ed to lessen the burden on Mirja-
vah-Taftan crossing point. VoM

We offer sincere condolences and prayers at this 
time of tragedy and express our solidarity with 

the Sikh community
WASHINGTON

The Council on American-Islamic Re-
lations (CAIR), the largest Muslim 
advocacy organization, expressed 
solidarity with the Sikh community 
after four members of that faith were 
murdered in a mass shooting at an of-
fice of FedEx, an American delivery 
services company, in Indianapolis, In-
diana.
“We offer sincere condolences and 
prayers at this time of tragedy and 
express our solidarity with the Sikh 
community as it seeks to mourn and 
heal, CAIR National Executive Direc-
tor Nihad Awad said in a statement.
‘All Americans must take action to 
address the ongoing threat of gun 
violence that targets people of every 
faith and background,” he added.
Maninder Singh Walia, a member of 
the Sikh community in Indianapolis, 
told CNN, “Our community has a long 
road of healing physically, mentally 
and spiritually to recover from this 
tragedy.”
The community has grown in Indi-
ana in recent years, he said. When he 
moved to the area in 1999, about 50 
Sikh families were there. Hundreds 
more families have arrived since then, 
with many Sikhs having come to In-
dianapolis for economic opportunity 
and good schools, Walia said.
The Sikh Coalition, a US-based ad-
vocacy organization, said that Indi-
ana’s first Gurdwara was established 
in 1999. The state now has 10 gurd-
waras and about 8,000 to 10,000 Sikh 
Americans, the coalition said.
“It’s a tragedy for all of us and we are 
all family,” Walia said. “We’re neigh-
bours. We’ll do anything we can to 
help our city heal in the weeks and 
months ahead. It’s not like it’s going 
to away.”

Digital yuan gets trials in Shanghai as use 
extends to more areas

Geopolitics          
Saudi senior source denies FT report of 

holding secret talks with Iran
“A most applicable scenario for the dig-
ital payment in China is in wholesale 
activities. Therefore, the basic work of 
developing digital currency in China is 
to upgrade and iterate the wholesale 

system,” said Zhou at the forum
LONDON 

China’s Digital Currency Electronic Payment, 
also known as digital yuan, is expanding 
usage in more cities. China’s central bank 
will increase the scale of the pilot projects 
of its digital currency in more scenarios and 
more cities, said Li Bo, a deputy governor 
of the People’s Bank of China, at the Boao 
Forum for Asia held in South China’s Hainan 
Province on Sunday. “Currently, there’s no 
plan to launch the digital yuan nationwide. 
But the scale of the trial run will be in-
creased,” Li said.
For example, the trial of the digital currency 
at the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics will not 
only be conducted among domestic users 
but also among international athletes, Li 
added. Zhou Xiaochuan, former governor 
of China’s central bank and vice-chairman 
of the board of the Boao Forum for Asia, said 
that the digital currency in China was not 
created for cross-border payments, which 
would be more convenient but would also 

involve complicated problems like the sov-
ereignty of the currency and independence 
of monetary policy. “A most applicable sce-
nario for the digital payment in China is in 
wholesale activities. Therefore, the basic 
work of developing digital currency in China 
is to upgrade and iterate the wholesale sys-
tem,” said Zhou at the forum.
The Zhonghuan Garden community, lo-
cated in Putuo district, Shanghai is trying 
out digital yuan. More than 500 residents 
in the community have to pay property 
management fees and parking fees, and 
order express delivery, using digital yuan. 
“The community began to carry out digital 
yuan registration for residents at the end of 
March. Now about half of the residents, or 
more than 500 people, have completed reg-
istration,” said He Jian, a person in charge of 

the residence committee of the community. 
Users who install the app can be connected 
with their bank cards, which are slid up to 
pay and slid down to collect payments. 
Transactions can be completed without an 
internet connection and the money will be 
deducted directly from user’s bank accounts 
without additional fees, according to a dem-
onstration shown by He to the Global Times.
So far, six shops and grocery stores around 
the community have agreed to accept digital 
yuan, which has allowed residents to buy 
vegetables and daily commodities with this 
payment tool. He said that in the next stage, 
the community will develop more online 
sceneries for residents to use the digital 
yuan. In some stores and shops nearby, 
signs saying e-CNY can be seen, which 
shows that they support digital yuan pay-
ments.  “We have an emblem showing ‘e-
CNY’ in our stall. Users can scan it to pay 
with digital yuan, and the money will go into 
my ‘wallet,’ which I can later transfer to my 
bank account. So far, I have collected 800 
yuan ($122.7) in digital yuan,” a fruit vendor 
told the Global Times on Sunday.
People are curious about this new payment 
tool. I have people come by to test the func-
tions of their digital yuan every day, she 
said.

Israel and Greece sign record $1.65 
billion defense deal

DUBAI

A senior Saudi official has denied direct 
talks have been held with Iran, four years 
after the two countries cut off diplomatic 
ties, contradicting a Financial Times re-
port claiming discussions were ongoing 
between the two major regional players.
The Financial Times report, citing un-
named sources said the first round of talks 
took place in Baghdad on April 9, which 
included discussions on attacks against 
Saudi Arabia by the Iran-backed Houthi 
militia. The report said the talks were 
being facilitated by Iraqi Prime Minister 
Mustafa Al-Kadhimi, who held talks with 
Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed 
in Riyadh last month.
Interestingly, not only did a Saudi source 
deny the story, but neither the Iranian and 
Iraqi governments provided the FT with 
a comment. The report comes as major 
countries – China, Russia, France, Britain, 
and Germany – engaged with Iran on reviv-
ing the 2015 nuclear deal have agreed to 
accelerate work on issues, including which 
sanctions on Tehran that the US would lift. 

Israel and Greece have signed their biggest 
ever defense procurement deal, which 
Israel said on Sunday would strengthen 
political and economic ties between the 
countries.
The agreement includes a $1.65 billion 
contract for the establishment and opera-
tion of a training center for the Hellenic Air 
Force by Israeli defense contractor Elbit 
Systems over a 22-year period, Israel’s de-
fense ministry said. The training center will 
be modeled on Israel’s own flight academy 
and will be equipped with 10 M-346 train-
ing aircraft produced by Italian company 
Leonardo, the ministry said.

Elbit will supply kits to upgrade and oper-
ate Greece’s T-6 aircraft and also provide 
training, simulators and logistical support. 
“I am certain that (this program) will up-
grade the capabilities and strengthen the 
economies of Israel and Greece and thus 
the partnership between our two countries 
will deepen on the defense, economic and 
political levels,” said Israeli defense minis-
ter Benny Gantz.
The announcement follows a meeting in 
Cyprus on Friday between the UAE, Greek, 
Cypriot and Israeli foreign ministers, who 
agreed to deepen cooperation between 
their countries.


