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Terrorism has no nationality or 
religion.

Russian President

Vladimir Putin

Afghan peace Accord 
Afghan Taliban urge US to ‘honour end of bargain’

Regional security      
Chinese legislator urges to enhance drone 

usage in border regions: Global Times

Energy market   
 Oil prices made another big weekly gain, as WTI rose above $60 

per barrel and the Brent crude price settled above $65 per barrel

The Asian Telegraph

Gov’t committed 
to control 

inflation : Finance 
Minister

ISLAMABAD   
Finance Minister Dr. Abdul 
Hafeez Shaikh has said con-
trolling inflation and pro-
vision of essential edible 
items to masses on afford-
able prices are the top most 
priorities of the government.
Talking to a private news 
channel, he said the govern-
ment is working on a com-
prehensive policy to ensure 
availability of edible items 
at controlled prices and sub-
sidy will be provided during 
the upcoming holy month of 
Ramazan.
The Finance Minister said 
the exports of the country 
are now increasing and val-
ue of Pakistani rupee has 
also strengthened due to 
prudent polices of the gov-
ernment.
He said that the national in-
dustry has started running 
while the construction in-
dustry is also booming now. 

"This agreement is a historic accord be-
tween the people of Afghanistan and the 
people of America because it is aimed at 
ending the twenty-year imposed war. 
We congratulate everyone specifically 
our beloved compatriots and valiant 
Mujahideen on the first anniversary of 

this momentous agreement."
KABUL

In a statement issued on the occasion of the 
first anniversary of the Doha Agreement's sign-
ing, the Afghan Taliban called upon the United 
States on Sunday to honour its promises made 
in the peace agreement.
"This agreement is a historic accord between 
the people of Afghanistan and the people of 
America because it is aimed at ending the 
twenty-year imposed war. We congratulate 
everyone specifically our beloved compatriots 
and valiant Mujahideen on the first anniver-
sary of this momentous agreement." 
"The Islamic Emirate is committed on its part 
to all contents of the agreement and views 
its implementation the sole effective tool for 
resolving the Afghan issue and establishing 
peace, that shall be realized under the shade of 
an Islamic system," the Taliban further main-
tained.
The group further stated that, "The Emirate 
also calls on the other party to the agreement 
(United States of America) to honor its own 
commitments towards security and stability 

in Afghanistan by implementing all parts of the 
agreement."
The Afghan Taliban maintained that the Emir-
ate has significantly reduced the level of op-
erations in line with the Doha agreement. "No 
operations have targeted major military and 
intelligence centers, martyrdom operations 
have seized, provinces have not been overrun, 
provincial capitals have not been attacked, dis-
trict centers have not been targeted, and this 
is known and clear to everyone," it maintained.
However, the group noted, the other side has 
not fulfilled its obligations in this regard as 
bombardments, drone strikes, raids and of-
fensive operations that were all prohibited on 
the basis of the agreement are still continuing, 
which is mostly causing civilian harm and in-
creasing the levels of violence.
Moreover, some circles with their interests 
tied to foreign actors have recently launched a 
wave of targeted attacks especially against ci-
vilians with the aim of showing the situation as 
teetering on the brink of a crisis, and to create 
excuses for the continuation of occupation and 
war, the Taliban maintained.

President underscores 
value-addition of 

horticulture crucial to 
boost exports

Pakistan acknowledges 
Saudi efforts in Khashoggi 

murder case:FO

 China, Japan, Korea and several other 
developed countries could prove attrac-

tive markets for Pakistan’s fresh fruits
Sargodha  

President Dr Arif Alvi on Sunday said value-
addition of horticulture produce was crucial 
for Pakistan to boost its exports and get an 
edge in the highly competitive international 
market.
Addressing at a seminar on ‘Trade Potential 
of Pakistan Citrus – From Roots to Trade 
Routes’, the President said it was important 
for the country to improve quality standards 
of local fresh fruit with improved packaging 
and preservation to attract high-end markets.
The seminar organized by Ministry of 
Commerce and Sargodha Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry here at Aiwan-e-Sadr 
was attended by traders, exporters and 
horticulture experts of citrus.
President Alvi said Pakistan was rich in 
production of citrus being the world’s sixth 
largest producer of superior quality Kinnow, 
however stressed an effective policy to 
broaden the scope of exports.
He said phytosanitation – a systematic 
approach of pest prevention in food crops, 
and organic farming could enhance yields 
besides reducing the chances of rejection 
by the importing countries citing ‘unsafe’ 
produce.
He mentioned that China, Japan, Korea and 
several other developed countries could 
prove attractive markets for Pakistan’s fresh 
fruits and emphasized the need for adopting 
to their stringent food standard policies.
Dr Alvi said food security was important 
for economic stability, adding that water 
conservation and bio-diversity were need of 
the hour. VoM

Pakistan to exit from FATF grey 
list, Hafeez Sheikh to win Senate 

election 
ISLAMABAD

Minister for Interior Sheikh 
Rashid Ahmed on Sunday said 
Pakistan would come out of grey 
list of Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) as it complied with almost 
all points in the global watch-
dog’s action plan.

Addressing a press conference 
here, the minister said Pakistan 
has complied with 24 out of 27 
points of FATF and it would come 
out of its grey list. The remain-
ing three points would also be 
cleared soon and the country 
would succeed in exiting the 
FATF’s grey list during its next 
meeting, the minister opined.

Regarding the Senate elections 
on Islamabad seat, the minister 
said Dr. Hafeez Sheikh would suc-
ceed on it as he worked hard in 
the economic team of Imran Khan 
to stabilize the economy.

Sheikh Rashid said Hafeez 
Sheikh studied from the best 

universities of the world, includ-
ing Oxford and Cambridge, and 
earned a doctorate degree in 
economics. The current account 
deficit of 20 billion dollar was 
converted into surplus and ex-
change rate also improved due to 
the efforts of Hafeez Sheikh, he 
said adding that his forefathers 
also remained active in politics in 
their times.

After winning the Senate elec-
tions, he (Hafeez Sheikh) would 
be in better position to contrib-
ute productively in the prosperity 
of the country.

He said Yusuf Raza Gilani tried 
to protect corruption of Asif Ali 
Zardari and was disqualified. 
Gilani, he said, gave the necklace 
donated by Turkey’s first lady in 

2010 for flood victims to his wife 
which was later returned after 
the issue was highlighted.

Sheikh Rashid termed the visit 
of Prime Minister Imran Khan to 
Sri Lanka as `historic’ and said 
that Imran Khan offered role for 
improving the ties between China 
and United States.

He said the civil military rela-
tions were exemplary and prec-
edent had been set for better 
understanding between both of 
them in future to put the country 
on right track of development.

He said Pakistan under the 
leadership of Imran Khan was 
enjoying good relations with 
United States, China, Russian, 
Saudi Arabia and other Arab 
world. Peace in Afghanistan was 
very much crucial and Pakistan 
always wished stability there, he 
added.

The Minister for Interior said 
Pakistan got a significant position 
among the comity of nations as 
naval exercise of around 40 coun-
tries have been conducted here.

Indo-Pak reconciliations 
Kashmir issue can’t be ignored in rapprochement 

process with India: Interior Minister

To tackle current issues, which 
included short endurance, high de-
pendence on weather conditions and 
insufficient payload capacity result-
ing from the initial commissioning of 
only easy-to-use, small drones, the 
PLA could use more sophisticated, 

larger drones in its arsenal
BEIJING

The commander of a border defense 
regiment affiliated with the PLA Tibet 
Military Command and also National 
People’s Congress deputy, would sub-
mit the proposal at this year’s two ses-
sions, which were scheduled to convene 
in a week

A Chinese legislator who leads a regi-
ment in the country’s southwestern 
border defense frontline will submit a 
proposal at the upcoming two sessions, 
suggesting that China should enhance 
border management and control by 
deploying more smart equipment like 
drones, as his experience and research 
indicate huge room for improvement 
despite the wide use of such devices 
by the People’s Liberation Army (PLA).

To tackle current issues, which in-

cluded short endurance, high de-
pendence on weather conditions and 
insufficient payload capacity resulting 
from the initial commissioning of only 
easy-to-use, small drones, the PLA 
could use more sophisticated, larger 
drones in its arsenal, experts said on 
Sunday.

The proposal came after a months-
long border standoff between China 
and India started by Indian troops’ 
provocations since April last year.

Hou Yun, the commander of a bor-
der defense regiment affiliated with 
the PLA Tibet Military Command and 
also National People’s Congress deputy, 
would submit the proposal at this year’s 
two sessions, which were scheduled to 
convene in a week.

Having garrisoned at the plateau 
region for 22 years, Hou told that he 
believed it was important to accelerate 
the development and commissioning of 
smart equipment that could cover the 
entire border defense frontlines and 
monitor the regions at all times, boost-
ing the PLA troops’ situational aware-
ness and sensitivity.

“The goal is to resolve three key prob-
lems: to see where people can’t see, 
hear where people can’t hear and go 
where people can’t go”, Hou said.

Hou recently led a patrol team to a 
valley at an elevation of 4,000 meters. 
The patrol route is more than 80 kilom-
eters long and sees the troops passing 
through various terrains including jun-
gles, glaciers and snowy mountains, and 
many scout positions are inaccessible 
by humans during the rainy or snowy 
seasons.

Soldiers told Hou that while 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs), also 
called drones, are in wide use already, 
they have short endurance, are vulnera-
ble to rain and face challenges in recon-
naissance missions in foggy weather, 
which is common in the region.

 The market is still assessing the re-
sumption of US crude oil output after 
the fallout from the big freeze across 

Texas
New York

Oil prices made another big weekly 
gain, as WTI rose above $60 per bar-
rel and the Brent crude price set-
tled above $65 per barrel, amid a 
sharp drop in US output due to the 
weather crisis in Texas. The week 
closed with Brent crude at $66.13 
per barrel and WTI at $61.50.

The market is still assessing the 
resumption of US crude oil out-
put after the fallout from the big 
freeze across Texas. The impact 
on US crude production is still un-
clear. Some American producers re-
ported production losses of about 
four million barrels per day (bpd) 
during the cold blast, but the Energy 
Information Administration (EIA) 
reported a drop of only one million 
bpd.

US commercial crude stocks 
climbed by 1.28 million barrels 
to 463.04 million last week as the 

Texas freeze pushed refinery de-
mand to 12-year lows. Global Platts 
S&P has reported the total U.S. re-
finery net crude input plunged 2.59 
million bpd to 12.23 million bpd, 
the lowest since the week ended 
September 2008, as refinery utiliza-
tion fell 14.5 percent to 68.6 percent 
of capacity.

Even before the striking impact 
of the Texas snowstorm on the US 
energy industry, output had fallen 
greatly. The EIA reported that US oil 
production has decreased to 9.7 mil-
lion bpd, down 1.1 million from the 
week before and 3.4 million lower 
than the US peak of 13.1 million bpd 
a year ago. Coming in addition to the 
8.2 million bpd output cuts from 

OPEC+ (including Saudi Arabia’s 
additional 1 million bpd voluntary 
cut), this has reduced global sup-
plies by about 11.6 million bpd, 
which has so far kept the market 
intact and helped oil prices to head 
for their fourth monthly gain.

There has been bullish talk that 
prices might reach $100. This is 
completely false, despite the up-
coming spring refineries mainte-
nance season in Asia, where China 
is getting ready with lower crude oil 
imports. Continuing fears over the 
coronavirus may even push Asian 
refineries to make deeper run cuts 
until oil prices advance into the $70s 
in coming months.

Ironically, ahead of the OPEC+ 
meeting in early March, market par-
ticipants and major shale oil produc-
ers are giving OPEC+ bullish signs to 
consider a modest production boost. 
These signals show the declining in-
fluence of US shale on OPEC and sug-
gest that the organisation no longer 
needs to worry about the threat 
posed by the sector.

ISLAMABAD
Prime Minister Imran Khan has congratulated Chinese 
President Xi Jinping and his government for the mo-
mentous achievement of eradicating extreme poverty 
in their country.
In a tweet message today (Sunday), he said that it never 
before in history have 750 million people been taken 
out of extreme poverty in a span of 35 years.
Imran Khan said that for developing countries like Paki-
stan there are lessons to be learnt. He said that we can 
do the same for our people with determination and 
commitment
Prime Minister Imran Khan on Sunday said the govern-
ment was doing all to promote tourism and generate 
employment opportunities for youth in Pakistan, which 
was bestowed with abundant natural resources includ-
ing sea, high mountains, salt ranges and historical sites.
“The preservation and protection of our historical sites 
and national heritage is also essential to keep the com-
ing generations informed about history,” Imran Khan 
said after inaugurating the heritage trail at the Al Biruni 
point (Baghan Wala Village) at the Nandana Fort in dis-
trict Jhelum. 
The project was undertaken as part of the vision of 
Prime Minister Imran Khan for the promotion of tour-
ism and in line with the National Tourism Strategy 
2020-30. Minister for Science and Technology Fawad 

Ahmad Chaudhry, Special Assistant to PM Zulfiqar Ab-
bas Bukhari, Chief Minister Punjab Usman Buzdar and 
senior officers were also present on the occasion.
The Prime Minister said no nation in the world could 
achieve progress and development without knowing its 
history which enabled it to have comparison with the 
current and past achievements.
“We have to protect our historical sites and buildings,” 
he said and remarked that the historical sites in Paki-
stan like Mohenjo Daro and Harappa were discovered 
by the British.
The Prime Minister appreciated the discovery of 40-feet 
Budha in Haripur by an archeologist and called for more 
excavations to find historical places in the country.
He said Baghan Wala would be made a modern village 
along with the development of other facilities like ho-
tels, restaurants etc., for the promotion of tourism as 
well as for the development of local area.
Prime Minister Imran Khan said development of heri-
tage trail in the area, which was used by Abu Rehan 
Al-Biruni for quantification of earth’s circumference in 
11th century for the first time, would help develop area 
and bring it on the world’s map as a tourist and histori-
cal site. He, however, added that as tourists in Switzer-
land, Malaysia, Sri Lanka and Turkey were properly 
taken care of by the local populace, the people of Baghan 
Wala would also have to take ownership of the heritage 

trail for the promotion of tourism in their area.
The Prime Minister while interacting with the local 
people said the government would provide soft credit 
to youth of area for the establishment of hotels, restau-
rants and other allied facilities for tourists.
He assured the local people that the government would 
also preserve and protect forests in the area by planting 
olive trees.
Special Assistant to PM (SAPM) Syed Zulfiqar Abbas 
Bukhari briefed the Prime Minister about the heritage 
trail as well as the significance of this area in the history.
He said Abu Rehan Al-Biruni found the radius of earth at 
this point in 11th century for having the true direction 
of Kaaba, whereas the western world did the same in 
16th century.
“It speaks volumes about the capabilities and math-
ematic expertise of Muslim scientists,” he remarked.
SAPM Bukhari said PC-1 had been prepared for devel-
opment of the area under which, besides the develop-
ment of parks and other facilities in the area, 116 kilo-
meter long road would be constructed and a summer 
campus would also be established for the education of 
students.
Minister for Science and Technology Fawad Chaudhry 
speaking on the occasion said construction of Lilla-Jhe-
lum road would help address various problems faced by 
the people of the area. VoM

PM extends felicitation to China for eradicating extreme 
poverty from China

Govt taking inclusive measures to promote tourism, generate employment opportunities: PM

Pakistan has also noted that the Saudi 
government termed Jamal Khashoggi's 
murder as an abhorrent crime and a fla-
grant violation of the Kingdom's laws and 

values
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan says it recognizes Saudi efforts 
and measures to ensure the conviction and 
sentencing of the individuals responsible 
for the murder of Jamal Khashoggi.

Foreign Office spokesperson Zahid 
Hafeez Chaudhry, in a statement, said we 
have taken note of the public release of 
the US Administration's declassified intel-
ligence report, containing its assessment 
on the killing of Jamal Khashoggi.

He said Pakistan has also noted that 
the Saudi government termed Jamal 
Khashoggi's murder as an abhorrent crime 
and a flagrant violation of the Kingdom's 
laws and values.

The spokesperson said Saudi govern-
ment has further underlined that it took 
all possible measures within its legal sys-
tem to ensure that the individuals respon-
sible are properly investigated, convicted 
and sentenced and that justice is served.

He said Pakistan recognizes Saudi efforts 
in this regard and expresses solidarity 
with the Saudi Arabia.

He further said Pakistan underscores 
adherence to the rule of law, respect for 
national sovereignty, and protection and 
promotion of human rights by all states, 
in accordance with their respective 
Constitutional frameworks and interna-
tional obligations.recovered huge cache of 
weapons. VoM
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Ban on Physical Punishment 

Children across the world are abused, humiliated, assaulted 
and tortured in concealment of good faith. Children being 
surrounded in environment where they are made habitual 
to punishments likely end up being adapted to such environ-
ments and borrow their environment as a fact that screaming 
torturing, abusing and assaulting would be solution to the 

every problem posed at them. These social dilemmas are a consequence 
of what we as a society have been feeding our younger generation. "The 
ICT Prohibition of Corporal Punishment Bill", titled bill was passed by 
National Assembly on Tuesday, 23rd February; the bill is further moved 
to senate’s dispensation. It proclaims a ban on all form of corporal pun-
ishments whether on workplace, educational centers or rehabilitation 
centers. The bill adds to make the teachers and trainers accountable on 
part of their act irrespective of their intension, addressing the escape 
in the Pakistan Penal Code section 89; that allows teachers and guard-
ians to practice physical punishments in appellation of good faith or the 
betterment of children. This bill could prove a triumph for the children 
provided that the provincial governments follow the pursuit as only Sindh 
government has formulated law for corporal punishment.This act could 
provide an impulse of change in socially constricted society, even though 
the bill has been passed, yet there is a long way to channelize and enforce 
the law, if passed. To comprehend with this grave issue, children facilita-
tion centers should be established and awareness campaign should be 
programmed to make sure the law passed does not go vain; as in Pakistan 
there are laws, but their enforcement remains a major obstacle. Other 
than this, youth look up to our socially active government to address the 
impoverished educational system and illiteracy rate in Pakistan. 

Middle Eastern Quagmire 

M iddle Eastern peace plan or Trump’s deal of the cen-
tury was a much awaited peace plan for Middle East. 
Plan was announced on 28th January 2020, by former 
president of US, Donald trump and Israeli PM, Benjamin 
Netanyahu.  The ‘Peace Plan for Middle East’ proposed 
that, Jerusalem will remain Israel’s undivided capital 

whereas, an independent state for Palestinians would be established. 
Investment of worth $50 million was allocated to build the infrastructure 
of both the states. According to the plan, Palestine would be required to 
demilitarize and provide protection to the state of Israel and vice versa. 
Peace plan, also denied the rights of Palestinian refugees to get back to 
their state. The Palestinian authorities were neither taken into confi-
dence nor were invited to negotiate the terms of the agreement. Trump 
declared that this proposal could be the last opportunity for Palestinians 
to decide their fate. This peace plan is a clear demonstration of power, 
it is less like an agreement and more like a Palestinian surrender dec-
laration where Israel can exercise its immense power, oppression and 
brutality over Palestinians and has shelved the state depriving it from 
its legal and humanitarian rights. Palestinians and the Muslim world 
has called it a flawed proposal where the plight of Palestinians were 
completely disregarded. As President Joe Biden assumed the office, it 
was anticipated that President would come up with a more concrete and 
sound solution for the Palestinian cause, but this very issue seems to 
be absent on President Biden’s foreign policy agenda. However, Biden’s 
administration have reaffirmed the two state solution and calls both 
parties to halt their unilateral measures that disrupt the peace of the 
region. Administration is likely to restore aid to the state and is willing 
to reopen diplomatic engagements with the state. But none of its policy 
seems to alter the impractical and unreasonable unilateral agreement 
that has speared the rights of Palestinians. Hence the Biden’s adminis-
tration should take up the Palestinian cause as their priority and should 
find a reasonable solution using multilateral channel as a norm of free, 
fair and democratic world. 

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Indo-Pak Rapprochement of Bilateral Relations    

Amidst celebrations of the second anniversary of op-
eration ‘Swift Retort’, a sigh of relief for the proponents 
of perpetual peace as Pakistan and India vows to seek 
rapprochement through de-escalating bilateral hostil-
ity. In the backdrop, Pakistan and India have agreed to 
the strict observance of all agreements, understand-
ings, and ceasefire along the Line of Control (LoC) and 
all other sectors, Military Operations (DGMOs) devel-
oped consensus to address each other's core issues 
and concerns which have the propensity to disturb 
the peace and lead to violence," a joint statement said, 
referring to the heads of the military operation of the 
two countries. Furthermore, through the emblems of 
“Quiet diplomacy” two states looking forward to lower 
political rhetoric for normalization of bilateral ties that 
had been soared by persistent acrimonious exchanges 
and hostile configurations alongside LoC. The UN, US, 
and other global actors have welcomed the decision 
and urge two nuclear powers to persist and adhere to 
the ceasefire agreement for broader interests of the 
regional peace and security that has been finding hard 
to trace its feet on the ground due to dauntless tra-
ditional and non-traditional security challenges. It is 
pertinent to mention that over the years, In particular, 

the second phase of the Modi rule witness escalated 
violations of LoC. Statistically, Indian troops commit-
ted more than 2,900 ceasefire violations across the 
LoC in the year 2020, leaving as many as 33 innocent 
civilians martyred and another 260 wounded in dif-
ferent parts of Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK). The 
fresh developments between the two states paving the 
path for the resumption of stalled ties. Additionally, in 
the aftermaths of the Indian revocation of article 370, 
the bilateral ties worsened further, since then all the 
prospects of economic, social, and diplomatic coopera-
tion have been stalled and this deadlock also ensued 
colossal blow to the regional geopolitical intrigue and 
security at large. Notwithstanding, the pessimistic 
views the Confidence Building Measures (CBMs) be-
tween India and Pakistan during the critical juncture 
of the Pandemic Crisis is a massive breakthrough and 
its smooth sustainability will allow the two states to 
address their outstanding issues through dialogue and 
peaceful means. From a realistic perspective, the rap-
prochement with Pakistan unlikely to work for the 
Modi regime concerning its domestic political stand-
ing, in retrospect, growing antipathy and deliberate 
hostility towards Pakistan remained the key source 
of domestic political mileage as this notion complies 
with the hardliners Hindutva ideology and concepts 
of ultra-saffron Nationalism. Any tilt towards Pakistan 
will dent Modi’s domestic political prowess that it 
has attained through deceitful propagating tools of 
spreading violence and antipathy towards Pakistan 
and Muslims identity at large. There is another sig-
nificant factor that Pakistan has preconditioned the 
restoration of the previous status of Kashmir for the 
further continuation of dialogue between the two 
countries. However, the BJP government will not take 

such measures as it may turn out a political suicide for 
the current Indian government. Though there are on-
going petitions in the Indian courts vis-à-vis Kashmir 
revocation status and there is a possible chance of 
Supreme Court decisions to restore the prior status 
and it may give Modi some kind of face savings. Indian 
economy is severely jolted by the growing pandemic 
repercussions and with this alarming trend, Delhi 
cannot opt to pursue the coercive strategy in the 
region. The growing domestic unrest in the form of 
farmer’s protests and nationalist fragmentation has 
compelled Delhi to introspect into its policy trajec-
tory that pushed the region into an enduring crisis. 
Arguably, in the domain of the regional geopolitical 
paradigm, the Modi government also facing challenges 
to keep its regional posture intact. The Biden adminis-
tration in the US is seemingly adopting the same policy 
manual of Biden’s administration towards Asia Pacific 
and Afghanistan. India may not cherish the same kind 
of treatment by Washington as did during Trump's 
administration. One of the major impediments for 
India is to handle twofold hostility with the two nu-
clear strategic allies that share geographic proximity 
with it. Above all Pakistan's diplomatic maneuvering 
has attained resounding triumph in recent years and 
India's policy apparatus has overtly failed to contain 
Pakistan's regional and global engagement. Sensing 
the urgency Modi regime realized that the complete 
disengagement with Pakistan will undermine outplay 
India in geopolitical calculus that already teetering and 
wobbling to attain some considerable gains. 

Oscar-nominated ‘White Eye’ asks the 
hard questions

LONDON
“White Eye” — a short film from 

writer-director Tomer Shushan 
— serves as a masterclass in 
concise storytelling. After all, the 
pivotal moment at the heart of 
Shushan’s semi-autobiographical 
(and recently Oscar-nominated) 
short involves little more than 
a dispute over a stolen bicy-
cle, with no lavish set pieces or 
special effects required to cre-
ate an enthralling atmosphere. 
Furthermore, “White Eye” is shot 
in a single, continuous take that 
follows Omer (Daniel Gad) as he 
tries to retrieve his stolen bike.

The camera buzzes around 
Omer, sometimes looking over 
his shoulder, then backing up to 
show events unfolding in front 
of him, or circling to show the 
audience what he can’t see. It 
makes for an intense 20 minutes 
of cinema, and it’s no surprise 
that “White Eye” has made it to 

the 10-movie shortlist for the 
Best Live Action Short Film at 
the 93rd Academy Awards.

Shushan keeps the scale of the 
film small. “White Eye” takes 
place in a single building and 
on the street outside. As Omer’s 
attempts to get his bike back 
escalate into a far more high-
stakes situation, there’s a pal-
pable sense of rising tension 
and, without giving away too 
much of the story (which would 
undo the strength of the narra-
tive), Shushan begins to ask a 
number of uncomfortable ques-
tions — about assumption, about 
prejudice, about empathy and 
retribution.

The 20-minute runtime flashes 
past in a heartbeat as the tiny 
world the film inhabits becomes 
both more familiar through rep-
etition, and more uncomfortable 
as the severity of the situation 
dawns on Omer — and, by exten-

sion, the audience. Thanks to an 
understated performance from 
Gad, we see Omer begin to ask 
himself the hard questions about 
the strength of his own charac-

ter. And by that point, we’re so 
taken in by Shushan’s carefully 
crafted microcosm that we can’t 
help but ask ourselves the same 
of our own humanity.

I choose you! Pokemon turns 
25

TOKYO
Twenty-five years after Pokemon first began 

delighting children and adults alike, the phe-
nomenon is still capturing hearts, with smart-
phone craze Pokemon Go enjoying record 
success in virus-hit 2020.

The augmented-reality game raked in $1 bil-
lion in just the first 10 months of last year — 
its most lucrative yet — according to market 
tracker Sensor Tower, and experts see no sign 
that interest is flagging as the world’s highest-
grossing media franchise evolves.

“The characters themselves are so appeal-
ing, and the mechanics of the actual video and 
card games are so well executed that it has this 
very timeless quality,” said Brian Ashcraft, an 
author who writes about Japanese pop culture.

Dan Ryan, a 29-year-old who works in 
London’s finance sector, has been a fan nearly 
his whole life and is not shy about his hobby, 
even with colleagues.

“They know I disappear every Thursday to 
go and play Pokemon cards, they see me come 
in with my Pikachu jacket, and they see my 
Pokemon mugs,” he told AFP.

He admits he spends “too much money” 
on rare Pokemon cards, whose prices have 

boomed as virus lockdowns push people 
toward indoor pursuits, with some in mint 
condition going for over $500,000 in recent 
weeks.

Pokemon is inspired by the childhood tra-
dition of collecting bugs — popular during 
Japan’s hot and humid summer holidays — 
and part of its enduring appeal is its simple 
goal: to catch them all.

Hundreds of round-eyed “pocket monsters” 
inspired by everything from mice to dragons 
can be caught and trained to full strength in 
battles.

The winning concept has sold countless toys, 
film tickets and more than 30 billion Pokemon 
cards since the first black-and-white Game 
Boy titles were released in Japan in 1996.

TOKYO 
More shops and schools across Japan are ask-

ing people not just to wear masks, but specifi-
cally to wear nonwoven cloth masks. The reason: 
Research results show that the nonwoven cover-
ings are more effective at stopping droplets than 
the regular cloth or polyurethane versions that 
became popular in part due to their looks during 
last spring's mask shortages. Now, experts are call-
ing on people to choose the best type of mask for 
the situation, depending on their health and cost 
performance.

On Jan. 7, the board of education in Tokyo's 
Suginami Ward asked all its elementary and jun-
ior high school teachers to wear nonwoven cloth 
masks, even during gym class, as part of a writ-
ten call for thorough anti-infection measures. The 
board also announced it was recommending that 
children wear the masks as well, if possible.

The recommendation "is based on the opinion of 
the ward's public health center, and does not mean 
that we will be forcing children to wear nonwoven 
masks," the education board explained.

Meanwhile, a look at facility websites across 
Japan -- from Tokyo-area gynecology clinics, 

dentists and clothing stores to hairdressers in 
Hokkaido and fitness spas in Kyushu -- shows 
that increasing numbers of them began asking 
patients and patrons to wear the nonwoven masks 
this month. Some spots were offering to give the 
masks to customers, while one hairdresser was 
selling them for 30 yen (about 29 cents) apiece.

Despite all this, polyurethane masks remain 
very popular, especially among young people. 
One 32-year-old woman from Ishikawa, Chiba 
Prefecture, who has been a polyurethane mask 
devotee since last spring told the Mainichi 
Shimbun, "I like them because you can wash and 
reuse them, and you can choose from different 
colors to coordinate with your outfit. Also, it's 
easy to get makeup stains on the white nonwo-
ven cloth ones."

She added, "I'd wear a nonwoven one if I were 
going to a hospital, but as long as society doesn't 
look at me too severely, I plan to keep using polyu-
rethane masks most of the time."

The sudden upswing in nonwoven cloth mask 
recommendations stems from research by a team 
including the Japanese government-backed Riken 
institute, the Toyohashi University of Technology. 

Running simulations on the Fugaku supercom-
puter, the team investigated how well different 
mask types -- nonwoven cloth, regular cloth and 
polyurethane masks -- stopped droplets. The 
spread of airborne droplets from the mouth and 
nose of an infected person is one of the main ways 
the coronavirus is transmitted.

The simulation results, released last year, showed 
that many kinds of nonwoven cloth masks man-
aged to filter out more than 90% of these droplets, 
but that they were also not very air-permeable. 
The results for regular cloth masks varied wildly 
depending on the type of cloth, number of layers 
and other factors, with some performing as well 
as their nonwoven cousins.

Polyurethane masks, on the other hand, only 
managed to filter out 20-40% of droplets.

Based on these results, the team tested the 
masks' effectiveness when actually being worn. 
As predicted, very few droplets made it through 
the nonwoven cloth masks, while the polyurethane 
masks performed relatively poorly.

However, this does not mean that the research 
team is issuing a blanket endorsement of nonwo-
ven masks. Put simply, not all of them are equally 

effective, and there have been some on the market 
that do a poorer filtering job than regular cloth 
masks.

"Basically, the ones that make it harder to 
breathe are more effective. That's what I'd like 
people to remember," said Riken research team 
leader Makoto Tsubokura, a professor at Kobe 
University. He added, "If you're in a regular office 
environment, then a cloth mask will do. On days 

when you're going someplace where you could en-
counter crowds, then go with the nonwoven cloth 
mask. In other words, choose your mask based 
on your physical condition and the infection risk 
associated with where you're going."

Nonwoven cloth masks are, as the name sug-
gests, made from non-fabric fibers, bonded 
together or enmeshed using heat, chemical or 
mechanical processes to create thin cloth sheets.

Mushaid Hussain Naqvi is the Assistant Editor 
at TAT and Sub-Editor at Melange International 

Magazine

On March 1, 1917, the text of 
the so-called Zimmermann 
Telegram, a message from 

the German foreign secretary, 
Arthur Zimmermann, to the 
German ambassador to Mexico 
proposing a Mexican-German al-
liance in the case of war between 
the United States and Germany, 
is published on the front pages 
of newspapers across America. 
In the telegram, intercepted and 
deciphered by British intelligence 
in January 1917, Zimmermann 
instructed the ambassador, 
Count Johann von Bernstorff, to 
offer significant financial aid to 
Mexico if it agreed to enter any 
future U.S-German conflict as a 
German ally. If victorious in the 
conflict, Germany also promised 
to restore to Mexico the lost ter-
ritories of Texas, New Mexico and 
Arizona. U.S. President Woodrow 
Wilson learned of the telegram’s 
contents on February 26; the next 
day he proposed to Congress that 
the U.S. should start arming its 

ships against possible German at-
tacks. He also authorized the State 
Department to make public the 
Zimmermann Telegram. On March 
1, the news broke. Germany had 
already aroused Wilson’s ire—and 
that of the American public—with 
its policy of unrestricted subma-

rine warfare and its continued 
attacks against American ships. 
Some of those in the United States 
who still held out for neutrality at 
first claimed the telegram was a 
fake. This notion was dispelled 
two days later, when Zimmermann 
himself confirmed its authentic-

ity. Public opinion in the United 
States now swung firmly toward 
American entrance into World 
War I. On April 2, Wilson went 
before Congress to deliver a mes-
sage of war. The United States 
formally entered the conflict four 
days later.

March 01,1917,Zimmermann Telegram published in United States

Nonwoven masks are best defense, but choose your face covering 
carefully: Japan expert

Syed Mushahid 
Hussain Naqvi
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Bella Hadid shares insight 
on her autoimmune 

disorders

DUBAI
US-Palestinian-Dutch model Bella Hadid offered fans a 
glimpse into how she treats her autoimmune disorders in 
an Instagram post this weekend.
On Friday, the 24-year-old posted a series of photos show-
ing her hooked up to an intravenous drip. “Living with a 
few chronic autoimmune disease = always finding time for 
my IVs,” she captioned the post.
Hadid was diagnosed with Lyme disease in 2012 along-
side with younger brother Anwar, 21, and their mother, 
Yolanda, 57.
In 2016, Bella opened up to People magazine about dealing 
with Lyme disease while being in the spotlight.
“Life isn’t always what it looks like on the outside, and the 
hardest part of this journey is to be judged by the way you 
look instead of the way you feel,” she said at the time. VoM

Part-Moroccan model 
Malika El-Maslouhi is 
the star of the Dundas 

Fall 2021 collection

DUBAI
TNorwegian designer Peter Dundas presented the 
Dundas Fall 2021 collection this week with a little 
help from Malika El-Maslouhi. The fashion heavyweight 
tapped the Moroccan-Italian rising model to showcase 
the glamorous new offering, which was digitally pre-
sented in a look book format.
The 22-year-old, who was born in Milan to an Italian 
mother and a Moroccan father, features in the look 
book, shot by fashion photographer Charlotte Wales 
in London, wearing 31 looks that range from draped 
minidresses and velvet pantsuits to slender duster 
coats and the brand’s newest category — hosiery.
“If we’re ever allowed to go out at night again, I promise 
I’m stepping out in @dundasworld,” wrote El-Maslouhi 
on Instagram alongside a carousel of videos and photos 
that included backstage clips from the shoot. “What a 
fun day it was and loved to rock these looks. Thank you 
for having me,” she added.
Indeed, the collection is perfect for post-lockdown 
revelry. VoM

Taylor Swift scraps Lover 
Fest shows

LOS ANGELS
Taylor Swift has officially cancelled her Lover Fest shows. 
The pop star announced the 2020 summer festival-style gigs 
shortly after the release of her Lover album in 2019 and stalled 
them when the Covid-19 pandemic shut down venues last 
year.
She was hoping to reschedule the concerts, but on Friday the 
singer decided she could no longer commit to the shows.

"I love coming on here to tell you good news, or to share a new 
project with you," she wrote on her social media accounts. "It's 
not my favorite thing in the world to have to tell you news 
I'm sad about.
"I'm so sorry, but I cannot reschedule the shows that we've 
postponed. Although refunds have been available since we first 
postponed the Lover Fest shows, many of you hung onto your 
tickets and I too hung onto the idea that we could reschedule.
"This is an unprecedented pandemic that has changed eve-
ryone's plans and no one knows what the touring landscape 
is going to look like in the near future. I'm so disappointed 
that I won't be able to see you in person as soon as I wanted 
to. I miss you terribly and can't wait til we can all safely be at 
shows together again."
Fans might not be able to see Swift live any time soon, but 
she has kept them busy with new and reworked music - she 
released two albums, Folklore and Evermore, in 2020 and is 
currently reworking the tracks on her 2008 record, Fearless, 
which will be re-released in April. VoM

Bureau Report
MELBOURNE

Australian Alexei Popyrin has won 
his first ATP title by beating world 
No.46 Alexander Bublik in the 
Singapore Open decider.
Former junior French Open cham-
pion Popyrin scored a stunning 4-6 
6-0 6-2 triumph in just under 85 
minutes.
The 21-year-old from Sydney will 
see move to No.82 in the world, a 

career high, when the new rankings 
are released next week.
"We put in a lot of hard work in 
pre-season and it's paying off with 
the start of the year that I had in 
Australia," Popyrin said in his on-
court interview.
"You know I felt really good playing 
there also so it's just great to see all 
the hard work paying off.
"Also my family behind the scenes 
... they've sacrificed so much for 

me and to finally win a tour-
nament just shows how much 
hard work they put in with me 
also and this is for them, this 
is for them 100 per cent."
Popyrin was broken in the 
fifth game of Sunday's final 
and his long forehand gifted 
Bublik, who was also seeking 
his first ATP title, the open-
ing set at the second time of 
asking.

Popyrin won all 12 points on 
serve in the second set and broke 
23-year-old Bublik three times to 
take it 6-0 in just 20 minutes and 
level the contest.
The pair had met just once prior on 
the ATP Challenger Tour in 2018 in 
Astana when the Australian rallied 
from a set down to win in three 
sets, and Popyrin was hoping for a 
similar outcome.
On serve but down 3-2 in the decid-
ing set, Bublik double-faulted twice 
to give the Aussie the crucial break.
The Kazakh handed the title to 
Popyrin minutes later after his 
serve failed him again, double fault-
ing again and broken for the fifth 
time in the match to lose it 6-2.
Earlier in the day, Aussies Matthew 
Ebden and John-Patrick Smith were 
beaten in the doubles decider by 
Belgian top seeds Sander Gille and 
Joran Vliegen 6-2 6-3.

Staff Report
KARACHI

Lahore Qalandars pulled off a thrilling six-
wicket victory against Karachi Kings, chas-
ing down a mammoth 187-run target at the 
National Stadium in Karachi on Sunday.
Chasing a daunting target of 187 runs, Lahore 
Qalandars were off to a horrible start against 
a fired-up Karachi Kings side. Skipper Sohail 
Akhtar was the first to depart, for a duck, after 
fielder Imad Wasim’s direct hit caught him short 
running lazily for a single.
Pacer Mohammad Amir then bowled batsman 
Joe Denly for a golden duck as the Karachi 
crowd roared for their home side.  
Pacer Waqas Maqsood dealt the biggest blow 
to Lahore Qalandars’ cause when he removed 
all-rounder Mohammad Hafeez (15 runs off 
nine balls), caught by fielder Babar Azam, as 
the side was reduced to 33 runs for the loss of 

three wickets.
With their side in trouble chasing a massive 
target, opener Fakhar Zaman and batsman 
Ben Dunk stepped up for their side. The duo 
combined for a massive 119-run partnership 
off just 79 balls to throw the game wide open.
Daniel Christian got the better of Fakhar Zaman 
as the pressure of the required run-rate intensi-
fied towards the end of the innings. The opener 
had scored 83 runs off 54 balls before being 
caught by fielder Babar Azam off the bowling 
of Daniel Christian while attempting to clear the 

boundary rope.
Batsman Ben Dunk and all-rounder David 
Wiese however pushed the accelerator on the 
match with a 37-run partnership to propel their 
side to a massive six-wicket victory.
Ben Dunk remained not-out after scoring 57 
runs off 43 balls while David Wiese was the 
star at the end, hitting 31 runs at a bullet-like 
pace off just nine balls to spell doom for the 
hometown side.
Mohammad Amir, Waqas Maqsood and Daniel 
Christian picked up one wicket each for the 
Karachi Kings. 
Earlier, opener Sharjeel Khan and all-
rounder Mohammad Nabi’s splendid 
knocks turned the tables around after 
Lahore Qalandars blew away the top-order 
of the opposition as Karachi Kings ended 
with a total of 186 runs for the loss of nine 
wickets at the end of their allotted overs.

Companies like Crimson Education coach 
students on how to improve their chances 
of being one of the few who receive an offer 

letter
Bureau Report

DUBAI
Getting into a prestigious Ivy League university 

is no easy task. 
According to the latest figures, California’s 

Stanford University was especially picky, with a 
2019 acceptance rate of just 4 percent. Columbia 
and Harvard followed with 5 percent, while 
Princeton and Yale were slightly easier with 6 per-
cent of applicants getting offers.

The race to get these coveted places is also getting 
harder as the number of applicants has gone up and 
universities have become even stricter. Dubai-based 
Crimson Education has reported a surge in clients 
looking for help to gain access to institutions in the 
US, as well as into Oxford and Cambridge.

“The number of students who joined Crimson 
Education in the region over the past six months 
was 200 percent up from the same period the pre-
vious year,” Soraya Behesti, regional director for 
the Middle East and Africa at Crimson Education, 
told Arab News. “The company had a big push to 
hire new strategists in order to meet the surging 
demand. Crimson grew 250 percent from 2019 to 
2020 and is projected to grow more than 150 per-
cent this year.” 

The demand makes sense. 
A 2015 report from the US Department of 

Education found that the average salary of Ivy 
League graduates a decade after they finished uni-
versity was $70,000 a year, compared to the average 
salary for non-Ivy League graduates of $34,000.

Companies like Crimson Education coach students 
on how to improve their chances of being one of the 
few who receive an offer letter, and Behesti said the 
acceptance rate among their clients was three times 
the global average.

There are also a number of trends which has seen 
demand for such services skyrocket in recent years.

“The number of students who applied early to 
Ivy League colleges skyrocketed in 2020, although 
the acceptance rate reached record lows,” Behesti 
added. “Applications to Columbia and Harvard’s 
early rounds increased from the previous year by 
49 percent and 57 percent, respectively. Applying 
early to their top-choice university usually gives stu-
dents an advantage but last year, the early round 
acceptance rate was closer to that of the regular 
round, with Harvard admitting just 7.4 percent of 
early applicants, from 13.9 percent in the previous 
year.”

Students have started enrolling for help earlier 
because of the increased competition, and Behesti 
said Crimson had seen a rise in demand from clients 
as young as nine.

“When we work with students from a young age, 

our sessions and objectives are not focused on 
universities per se, but building really strong foun-
dations, developing a growth mindset, cultivating 
good study habits, learning entrepreneurial think-
ing and even developing core skills such as coding, 
debate or languages.”

Demand can differ from country to country, with 
those in the UAE preferring British institutions, 
while Saudi students show a preference for US ones, 
especially Columbia, Harvard and Yale. 

Having the right aptitude is good, but money 
also really counts. Crimson said that studying at an 
Ivy League university cost between $30,000 and 
$45,000 per year, although between 40 and 60 per-
cent of students received some form of financial aid.

“For GCC students, governments offer attractive 
scholarships — but usually only for students who 
gain admission to the top 100 universities. 

Bureau Report
BEIJING 

China’s factory activity expanded in 
February at a slower pace than a month 
earlier, hitting the lowest level since last 
May and missing market expectations 
after brief COVID-19-related disruptions 
earlier in the year.

The official manufacturing Purchasing 
Manager’s Index (PMI) fell to 50.6 from 
51.3 in January, data from the National 
Bureau of Statistics (NBS) showed on 
Sunday, remaining above the 50-point 
mark that separates growth from 
contraction.

Analysts had expected it to decline to 
51.1.

Chinese factory activity normally 
goes dormant during the Lunar New 
Year break as workers return to their 
home towns. This year, the government 
appealed to workers to remain local to 

curb the spread of COVID-19.
Generally, China’s economic recovery 

has been gathering pace due to robust 
exports, pent-up demand and govern-
ment stimulus.

The official PMI, which largely focuses 
on big and state-owned firms, showed 
the sub-index for new export orders was 
48.8 in February compared with 50.2 
in January, slipping back into contrac-
tion after months boosted by overseas 

demand.
A sub-index for activity among small 

firms stood at 48.3 in February versus 
49.4 a month earlier. Smaller firms were 
more affected by the seasonal effects of 
the Lunar New Year, said Zhao Qinghe, 
an official with the NBS in comments 
released with the data.

A sub-index for employment in the 
official PMI stood at 48.1 in February, 
down from January’s 48.4 as firms laid 

off more workers and at a faster pace.
Still, some manufacturing sector firms 

are seeing increasing pressure from ris-
ing labor costs and a shortage of work-
ers, said Zhao.

China’s factory gate prices rose on year 
in January for the first time in a year, as 
months of strong manufacturing growth 
pushed raw material costs higher.

China eked out 2.3% economic growth 
last year. This year, the government may 
avoid setting a growth target for fear of 
provincial economies feeling pressured 
to take on more debt, policy sources pre-
viously told Reuters.

China will reinforce policy support for 
foreign trade and ensure the smooth op-
eration of supply chains, its new com-
merce minister said earlier this week.

In the services sector, activity ex-
panded for the 11th consecutive month 
but at the slowest pace in a year.

China’s factory activity expands at a slower pace in 
February, misses expectations

South African 
mobile operator 
MTN eyes $65mn 

deal for Syrian 
business

Bureaau Report
JOHANNESBURG 

MTN Group remains committed 
to negotiating a $65 million sale of 
its 75 percent stake in its Syrian 
unit, the South African mobile 
operator said on Sunday, despite 
the business being placed under 
judicial guardianship last week.

MTN Syria was placed under 
guardianship by a court in 
Damascus over alleged MTN vio-
lations of the terms of its licensing 
contract, which the state says de-
prived the government of revenue.

MTN has denied the allegations 
and on Friday said that it intended 
to appeal.

The appointed guardian, who is 
chairman of MTN Syria minority 
shareholder TeleInvest, will be re-
sponsible for managing day to day 
operations while the guardian-
ship order remains in place. The 
court’s statement did not indicate 
how long that might be.

TeleInvest had been lined up to 
buy MTN Group’s 75 percent stake 
in MTN Syria for a previously un-
disclosed price.

“MTN Group is still committed to 
executing on the agreed transac-
tion with TeleInvest to dispose of 
its 75 percent shareholding and 
loans for a consideration of $65 
million in total,” a spokeswoman 
for the South African company 
told Reuters.

Bureau Report
PARIS  

Investors are watching inflation carefully, worried 
that a boiling over of prices will ruin the expected 
strong pandemic recovery although analysts believe 
Europe faces much less of a risk than the United States.

Fears that US President Biden’s $1.9 trillion stim-
ulus plan — which was passed by the House of 
Representatives on Saturday — will stoke up the 
economy too much have unnerved investors in recent 
weeks.

A rise in yields on 10-year US Treasury bonds — a 
key indicator of expectations — shows the markets 
believe prices are set to rise much more sharply than 
last year’s gain of 1.4 percent, which could force the 
US Federal Reserve to hike interest rates earlier than 
it says it plans to do.

Bond yields have risen elsewhere too, with 10-
year French government bonds turning positive on 
Thursday for the first time in months while the bench-
mark 10-year German Bund has also risen although it 
remains negative.

European inflation data for January showed a jump in 
prices of 0.9 percent compared to a minus 0.3 percent 
reading in December, as increased costs of raw mate-
rials fed through into services and industrial goods.

After having slowed considerably in 2020, inflation 
is expected to rise this year in Europe as the economy 
picks up following the relaxation of measures to slow 
the spread of the Covid-19 pandemic.

But it is not so much a spike in inflation that worries 
investors but that the Fed would raise interest rates 
faster than it has communicated.

Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell pledged 
Tuesday that the US central bank will keep benchmark 
lending rates low until the economy is at full employ-
ment and inflation has risen consistently above its 2.0 
percent target.

But bond yields continued to rise, indicating investor 
concern about a rise in interest rates that would make 
borrowing and investment more expensive and slow 
the economy.

However, many analysts are skeptical that Biden’s 
stimulus program will spark considerable inflation.

“It isn’t clear that Biden’s recovery plan will create 
lots of inflation,” said Xavier Ragot, head of the French 
Economic Observatory think tank.

For the European Union, there is no likelihood that its 
pandemic recovery program would, he believes.

“The amounts of the European recovery plans pose 
absolutely no inflationary risk,” he said.

The European Commission’s recovery program is 
worth 750 billion euros ($920 billion), with several 
EU members also having their own national programs.

“We have a European recovery program... consid-
erably less strong, and a loss of growth that is much 
greater, so there aren’t the same risks of overheating as 
in the United States,” said Fabien Tripier, an economist 
at CEPII, a Paris-based research center on the world 
economy.

The US economy shrank 3.5 percent last year while 
the drop for the eurozone was nearly double that.

There is “no risk of overheating or a sustained rise 
in inflation” in the eurozone, the head of the Banque 
de France, Francois Villeroy de Galhau, insisted this 
past week.

The French Economic Observatory’s Ragot also does 
not believe that if the Fed is pushed by the markets into 
raising rates that the European Central Bank would be 
forced to follow suit.

Europe less at risk of inflation and rate fears: analysts

Bureau Report
MANCHESTER

Pep Guardiola rates Manchester 
City’s 20-game winning run as one 
of the greatest achievements of his 
glittering career.
City moved 13 points clear at the 
top of the Premier League with a 
hard-fought 2-1 victory over West 
Ham at the Etihad Stadium on 
Saturday.
Guardiola’s side are unbeaten in 27 
games and their run of 20 succes-
sive victories in all competitions is 
a record for an English top-flight 
side.
The Spaniard has won 29 trophies 
as a manager with Barcelona, 

Bayern Munich and City, including 
consecutive Premier League titles 
in 2018 and 2019.
But Guardiola believes City’s re-
markable winning streak this sea-
son, amid a pandemic and despite 
injuries to Sergio Aguero and Kevin 
De Bruyne, is up there with his fin-
est moments.
“It is so difficult. Twenty in this 
period, in this era, with this situa-
tion around the world. To be able 
to do 20 is maybe one of the great-
est achievements we have done 
together in our careers,” Guardiola 
said.
“That doesn’t mean we will win 
titles but we have not had one 
week’s rest in three months. A 
game every three days, with the 
Covid situation, injury situations 
— to make this winning run shows 
mental strength.”
City were not at their best against 
in-form West Ham, but Guardiola 
was delighted with the way they 
fought for the points.

Huge surge in GCC demand for Ivy League university coaches

Man City win 20th straight 
game to lead by 13 points

PSL 6

Lahore Qalandars clinch thriller by six wick-
ets against Karachi Kings

Aussie Popyrin wins first ATP tournament
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Pakistan exported plastic worth $185.918 
million during July-January (2020-21) as 
compared to the exports of $166.885 mil-
lion during July-January (2019-20), show-
ing a growth of 11.40 percent, according 
to the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) 

data
ISLAMABAD

The exports of plastic materials witnessed 
an increase of 11.40 percent during the seven 
months of current financial year (2020-21) as 
compared to the corresponding period of last 
year.

Pakistan exported plastic worth $185.918 
million during July-January (2020-21) as com-
pared to the exports of $166.885 million dur-
ing July-January (2019-20), showing a growth 
of 11.40 percent, according to the Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics (PBS) data.

In terms of quantity, the exports of plastic 
also rose by 26.09 percent as the country ex-
ported 195,134 metric ton of plastic during 
the period under review as compared to the 
exports of 154,758 metric ton during last fis-

cal year.
Meanwhile, on year-to-year basis, the exports 

of plastic material witnessed increase of 48.90 
percent during the month of January 2021 as 
compared to the same month of last year.

The exports of plastic from the country dur-
ing January 2021 were recorded at $21.486 
million against the exports of $14.430 million 
in January 2020.

On month-on-month basis, the plastic exports 
during January 2021 rose by 18.94 percent as 
compared to the exports of $18.064 million in 
December 2020, the data revealed.

The report says, the true value of a relationship 
between individuals or countries can be judged dur-
ing difficult times such as natural calamities and 

disease outbreaks
ISLAMABAD

China-Pakistan all-weather friendship gained greater 
strength and the steadfast strategic mutual trust as well 
as witnessing indepth cooperative partnership in the 
present pandemic during its first year.

It was also a clear manifestation of “a friend in need 
is a friend in deed”, says a report published by China 
Economic Net (CEN) on Saturday.

The report says, the true value of a relationship be-
tween individuals or countries can be judged during 
difficult times such as natural calamities and disease 
outbreaks.

As a gesture of friendship, Pakistan’s President Dr. 
Arif Alvi visited Beijing in March 2020 and expressed 
Islamabad’s abiding support and solidarity with China 
in its fight against the coronavirus.

Soon the coronavirus cases started appearing in dif-
ferent parts of the World. Pakistan reported its first two 
cases of COVID-19 on February 26, 2020.

For a struggling economy like Pakistan’s, it was impos-
sible to fight COVID-19 without relief assistance from 
friendly countries.

At a time when every country of the world was focused 
on protecting its citizens from the virus, China sent a 
special plane carrying a team of medical professionals 
and relief assistance to Pakistan on March 28.

In addition to the Government of China, Alibaba 
Foundation and Jack Ma Foundation also donated test 
kits and facemasks to Pakistan. China also handed over 
ventilators to treat critical patients in hospitals.

A team of eight medical experts from China remained 
in Pakistan for two weeks and assisted Pakistani doctors 
and health experts in battling the coronavirus.

Under CSR initiative , OGDCL 
spending Rs10.22mln in 

Lakki Marwat 

Chinese Expert terms, 
`Operation Swift 

Retort̀  demonstration 
of valour against 
Indian aggression

Tehran
Iran says it  is  not interested 
in escalation of  tensions with 
the United States and will  not 
make provocative moves.
This was stated by Iran’s 
ambassador to the United 
Nations Majid Takht-Ravanchi 
while talking to a foreign 
news channel about possible 
escalation of  tensions as a 
result  of  Tehran’s moves to 
scale down its commitments 
under the 2015 nuclear deal 
with world powers.
He said the moves made by 
Iran in reaction to the failure 
of  other parties to the nuclear 
deal  in l iving up to their 
commitments cannot result 
in escalation of  tensions.

GENEVA
Pakistan has urged the UN Human 
Rights Council to step up efforts to get 
access for independent observers into 
Illegally-Occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
(IIOJ&K) to conduct an impartial inves-
tigation into reports of multiple viola-
tions of human rights in the disputed 
territory.
“Failure to hold India accountable for 
human rights abuses in IIOJ&K will 
erode the credibility of this Council, its 
members, and the global human rights 
agenda,” Ambassador Khalil Hashmi, 
Pakistan’s permanent representa-
tive to the UN in Geneva, said in the 
47-member body’s general debate.
At the outset, the Pakistani envoy 
thanked the UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, 
for voicing concern over the rights 
situation in occupied Kashmir which, 
he said, was highlighted by numerous 
reports by global media, independent 
NGOs and UN human rights machinery.
Just last week, he said the ‘UN Mandate 
Holders’ (independent rights experts) 
warned about continuing demographic 
changes in IIOJ&K on religious and eth-
nic basis, as over 3 million illegal citi-

zenship certificates have been issued 
to non-Kashmiris.
Earlier this week, Ambassador Hashmi 
pointed out, another group of UN ex-
perts termed attacks by Indian forces 
against Kashmiri human right defend-
ers and journalists as “pattern of si-
lencing independent reporting through 
the threat of criminal sanction”.
Last year, he added, the UN Experts had 
characterized the grim human rights 
situation in IIOJ&K “in a free fall” and 
called on the international community 
to “step up”.
“India continues to use torture and 
brute force, including pellet guns and 
inflict collective punishments through 
house demolitions as well as cordon-
and-search operations in IIOJ&K.”
Over a thousand Kashmiri civilians are 
illegally imprisoned since August 2019, 
the Pakistani envoy said, adding that 
hundreds of habeas corpus petitions 
were pending before Indian courts.
Armed with draconian laws, facilitated 
by a pliant judiciary acting as veritable 
arm of occupation and oppression, he 
said Indian forces continued to act 
with absolute impunity.

Pointing out that IIOJ&K has no civilian 
government since 2016, Ambassador 
Hashmi said that even the thin veneer 
of autonomy and rule of law now stood 
effaced.
 “Indian military and the deep state 
rule the occupied territory with a ‘li-
cense to kill’ any Kashmiri daring dis-
sent.
“Such gross, systematic and continu-
ing violations meet all the elements of 
objective criteria for a human rights 
situation warranting the Council’s at-
tention and triggering its ‘prevention 
mandate'”, he said of the procedure 
to push for access for independent 
observers, accountability of perpetra-
tors, and establishment of commission 
of inquiry.
“Countries endorsing objective criteria 
and advocating prevention mandate 
cannot remain silent on Kashmir be-
cause doing so will further embolden 
India to intensify its state-directed re-
pression against Kashmiri civilians,” 
the Pakistani envoy said.
“Continued silence will also discredit 
the lofty human rights principles that 
countries claim to uphold”. VoM
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BEIJING
On the second anniversary of Opera-
tion Swift Retort, India should serious-
ly rethink why it has repeatedly failed 
in border conflicts with neighboring 
countries, Cheng Xizhong, visiting pro-
fessor at Southwest University of Politi-
cal Science and Law said on Sunday.
February 27, 2019 was a very memora-
ble day, he said adding, the day proved 
that Pakistan Air Force (PAF) has its ca-
pability equal to Quaid-e-Azam’s vision 
of being second to none on the occasion 
of Operation Swift Retort.
On this occasion, PAF deterred the ag-
gression by India which gravely miscal-
culated and challenged Pakistan’s sov-
ereignty.
In a statement issued here, the Chinese 
analyst said that this was the pride of 
Pakistan Air Force, Pakistan armed 
forces, Pakistani nation, the force for 
justice, and the international peace-
loving force. Pakistan was an invincible 
force for peace, justice and progress.
“Operation Swift Retort also demon-
strated wisdom, valour, commitment 
and professionalism of all officers and 
ranks of Pakistan armed forces, and 
their strong determination to defend 
Pakistan’s independence, sovereignty 
and territorial integrity at all costs,” he 
added.
He observed that India’s military 
strength is the largest in South Asia, 
with the largest number of troops and 
weaponry deployed along the western 
and northern borders. It purchases a 
large number of sophisticated weapons 
and equipment every year with all the 
financial resources of the whole country 
regardless of the poverty of the people.
“I think, on the second anniversary of 
this operation, India should seriously 
rethink why it has repeatedly failed 
in border conflicts with neighboring 
countries,” he added.
Cheng Xizhong said the justice would 
prevail over injustice, and the ultimate 
fate of the aggressors is failure, which 
has been proved repeatedly by history. 
VoM

ISLAMABAD 

The Oil and Gas Development Company 
(OGDCL) is spending an amount of Rs 
10.22 million, under its Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR), in Lakki Marwat dis-
trict of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

“The Wali, Mianwali and Pezu blocks par-
tially fall in District Lakki Marwat, and the 
OGDCL has deposited Rs 10.22 million in 
the joint bank account of the concerned 
deputy commissioner as per its social wel-
fare obligation,”.

The company has so far executed three 
different schemes approved by the respec-
tive social welfare committee, headed by 
the local Member National Assembly, at 
Rs 6.7 million, while Rs 3.52 million were 
still available with the DC Lakki Marwat to 
initiate new development schemes.

The OGDCL said appointments were made 
in accordance with criteria approved by its 
Board of Directors, and currently as many 
as 67 contractual and regular employees 
were working with it, who had the District 
Lakki Marwat domiciles.

“Moreover, considering the nature of 
business activities, the temporary interim 
arrangements of manpower are often 
made, preferably from locals of the area. 
At present, 17 service units of local man-
power as project workers have been en-
gaged through a 3rd party contractor at 
Rig N-6 of the Wali X-1 till completion of 
the project,” it added.

It said the total land of Wali X-1 field 
was 287 kanals 14 marlas, consisting of 
Shamlat Deh, and was hired on an annual 
rental basis for which no-objection-cer-
tificate was obtained from the DC Lakki 
Marwat.

The DC Lakki Marwat has been requested 
to identify and provide a list of possession 
holders, enabling the OGDCL to make pay-
ment accordingly. “Reply of which is still 
awaited.”

The company said it had neither pur-
chased any land or house nor signed any 
agreement with local tribes in terms of de-
velopment and welfare projects. VoM

Global economy 
G20 vows multilateral approach to 

tackle crises

Yemen Crisis 
Yemen conflict intensifies, Houthis take 500 

families hostage in Marib battle
Finance chiefs agree to avoid pre-

mature withdrawal of fiscal support
ROME/BRUSSELS

The world’s financial leaders com-
mitted to a more multilateral ap-
proach to the twin coronavirus and 
economic crises.

“We agreed that any premature with-
drawal of fiscal and monetary support 
should be avoided,” Daniele Franco, 
Italy’s finance minister, told a news 
conference after an online meeting 
held by the G20 finance ministers and 
central bankers on Friday.

The financial chiefs agreed to main-
tain expansionary policies to help 
economies survive the effects of coro-
navirus disease (COVID-19). 

The Italian presidency of the G20 
group of the world’s top economies 
said the gathering of finance chiefs 
had pledged to work more closely to 
accelerate a still fragile and uneven 
recovery.

The G20 is “committed to scaling up 
international coordination to tackle 
current global challenges by adopt-
ing a stronger multilateral approach 

and focusing on a set of core priori-
ties,” the Italian presidency said in a 
statement.

US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen 
told the G20 Washington had dropped 
the Trump administration’s proposal 
to let some companies opt out of new 
global digital tax rules, raising hopes 
for an agreement by summer.

The move was hailed as a major 
breakthrough by Germany’s Finance 
Minister Olaf Scholz and his French 
counterpart Bruno Le Maire.

Scholz said Yellen told the G20 of-
ficials that Washington also planned 
to reform US minimum tax regula-
tions in line with an Organization for 
Economic Co-operation Development 
(OECD) proposal for a global effective 

minimum tax. “This is a giant step for-
ward,” Scholz said.

 Franco said the new US stance 
should pave the way to an overarch-
ing deal on taxation of multinationals 
at a G20 meeting of finance chiefs in 
Venice in July.

The G20 also discussed how to help 
the world’s poorest countries, whose 
economies are being disproportion-
ately hit by the crisis.

On this front there was broad sup-
port for boosting the capital of the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
to help it provide more loans, but no 
concrete numbers were proposed.

To give itself more firepower, the 
IMF proposed last year to increase 
its war chest by $500 billion in its 
own currency called the Special 
Drawing Rights (SDR), but the idea 
was blocked by former US President 
Donald Trump.

“There was no discussion on specific 
amounts of SDRs,” Franco said, add-
ing that the issue would be looked at 
again on the basis of a proposal pre-
pared by the IMF for April.

“Houthis have prevented 470 
families from fleeing, using them 
as human shields. Until today, 
many families in the camps are still 

trapped by the Houthis
AL-MUKALLA

Militants recently stormed several 
displacement camps in Serwah, west 
of Marib, blocking people’s escape to 
safer areas

Hundreds of Yemeni families trapped 
inside their camps in Marib province 
by Iran-backed Houthis are being used 
as a human shield against government 
forces, a Yemen government unit has 
claimed.

In a report on Saturday, the inter-
nationally recognized government’s 
Executive Unit for IDP Camps said that 
militia fighters had besieged camps 
and planted land mines on main roads 
to stop families escaping and hinder 
advancing troops.

“Houthis have prevented 470 fami-
lies from fleeing, using them as human 
shields. Until today, many families in the 
camps are still trapped by the Houthis,” 
the report said.

Militants recently stormed several 
displacement camps in Serwah, west 
of Marib, blocking people’s escape to 
safer areas. 

The government unit has appealed to 
the rebels to stop using displaced fami-
lies as hostages and allow them to leave 
the camps.

“The Executive Unit for IDP Camps 
calls on the Houthis to respect interna-
tional humanitarian law and stop tar-
geting civilians and displaced persons, 
and to open safe corridors in order to 
facilitate the delivery of humanitarian 
aid.”

The Houthis earlier this month re-
newed a bloody offensive on Marib, an 
oil-rich city and the government’s last 
bastion in the northern half of the coun-
try. For four weeks, the Houthis have 

faced stiff resistance from government 
forces backed by massive air and logis-
tics support from the Arab coalition. 

Army commanders say that hundreds 
of Houthis have been killed, wounded or 
captured and their advance on Marib 
halted. 

Maj. Gen. Nasser Al-Thaybani, com-
mander of the army’s Military Operation 
Authority, said that more than half the 
Houthi fighters sent to seize Marib have 
died or been wounded in the fighting, 
while army troops and allied tribesmen 
have pushed back all of the Houthi at-
tacks on government-controlled areas. 

Yemeni government forces also suf-
fered heavy casualties during fierce 
clashes.

Local officers and media said on 
Saturday that Brig. Gen. Abdul Ghani 
Sha’alan, commander of the Special 
Security Forces in Marib, was one of 
several government soldiers who died 
in fighting with the rebels near Balouq 
mountain in Serwah district, west of 
Marib city, on Friday. 

A local military officer, who declined to 
be named, told Arab News that Sha’alan 
was leading government troops pushing 


