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“The mosques are our barracks, 
the domes our helmets, the 

minarets our bayonets and the 
faithful our soldiers...”

Pesident of Turkey

Recep Tayyip Erdogan

Bilateral diplomacy   

Pakistan, Turkmenistan holds deep rooted cordial 
ties, Ambassador of Turkmenistan

Geopolitics    
The US and European trio reaffirm determination to 

limit Iranian nuclear research

Oil market 
Oil extends losses as Texas prepares to ramp up output

The Asian Telegraph

Pakistan is our brotherly country and we attach 
great importance to enhancing cooperation with 

Pakistan in every possible sphere
ISLAMABAD

Ambassador of Turkmenistan H.E Atadjan Movlamov has 
said that Pakistan is our brotherly country and we attach 
great importance to enhancing cooperation with Paki-
stan in every possible sphere. Turkmenistan can provide 
3000 Megawatt electricity to Pakistan on cheaper rates 
than that presently are in Pakistan. We feel no problem in 
Afghanistan to lay down the pipelines for gas and trans-
mission lines for electricity meant to reach to Pakistan.
Ambassador was speaking at a seminar at COMSATS to-
day that was held in collaboration with Pakistan in the 
World journal and Sidhu Welfare on the subject of ” Turk-
menistan – Home of Year of Peace and Trust ; 2021″.
Executive Director COMSATS, Dr. SM Junaid Zaidi, Am-
bassador R Fauzia Nasreen, Journalist Tazeen Akhtar , 
Chairperson Sindhu Welfare, Dr Afshan Malik, Chairper-
son COPAIR, Amna Malik also addressed the participants 
on the topic.
” Turkmen- Afghan relations are a vivid example of how 
a neutral country can actively contribute to stability and 
development in the region. Taliban has assured safety of 
our infrastructure for TAPI. Moreover Turkmenistan is 
ready to provide 3000 Megawatt electricity to Pakistan 
that is already a populous country and energy require-
ments are increasing rapidly with the pace of develop-
ment. ” Ambassador continued with details of the proj-
ects that were inaugurated last month by the Presidents 
of Turkmenistan and Afghanistan.

Tazeen Akhtar  , introducing the participants to the sub-
ject in his welcoming remarks said that Turkmenistan 
moved a resolution at UNO in 2019, in which the world 
body was asked to declare 2021 as the year of peace and 
trust. The resolution was adopted with majority vote. 
Turkmenistan earlier, in 1995 , adopted a Neutrality pol-
icy and celebrated its silver jubilee last year. UNO passed 
a resolution in 2017 in which respect for Turkmenistan’s 
neutrality was guaranteed. The policy of Neutrality from 
all blocks, political or military, helped Turkmenistan and 
central asian republics to achieve progress and prosper-
ity for their nations after independence from the USSR. 
To another question on prospects of tourism cooperation 
by Amna Malik , Ambassador answered that our coun-
try is keen to enhance cooperation in this sector as well. 
Ambassador shared the steps taken so far for promotion 
of tourism in his country and expressed deep interest in 
exchange of experiences of both sides.

 Pak-Russia relations 
will continue to prosper 

manifolds: Joint Declaration 

USAID to ensure utmost 
assistance of people of 
Pakistan: Julie Koenan   

President emphasized the 
need for further expanding 
bilateral ties with Vietnam

 Pakistan-China collaboration, 
cooperation should be expanded 
to P2P linkages:  Chinese Envoy   

The Foreign Minister stressed on 
reduction in violence for success of 
intra-Afghan dialogue as it would 
discourage the spoilers of peace in 

Afghanistan
ISLAMABAD

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
says Pakistan is committed to continue its 
support for peace and development efforts 
in Afghanistan.

He was talking to Russian Presidential 
Envoy to Afghanistan Zamir Kabulov who 
called on him in Islamabad on Friday.

The Foreign Minister appreciated Russia’s 
efforts at the regional and international levels 
for peace in Afghanistan.

He said Pakistan and Russia will continue 
joint efforts for regional peace and stability, 
including Afghan peace process.

The Foreign Minister stressed on reduc-
tion in violence for success of intra-Afghan 
dialogue as it would discourage the spoilers 
of peace in Afghanistan.

The Special Representative of the Russian 
President for Afghanistan, Zamir Kabulov, 
thanked the Foreign Minister and assured 
him of Russia’s full support for regional se-
curity, including the Afghan peace process.

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi 

has said that relations between Pakistan and 
Egypt are based on bonds of common faith 
and culture and similarity of perception on 
many regional and global issues.

In an exclusive interview with Ahram 
Online, he said Pakistan and Egypt have dy-
namic economies with robust rates of growth.  
He said our emerging markets are poised to 
play a pivotal role in promoting global trade 
and economic cooperation.

He said Pakistan looks forward to establish-
ing collaborative mechanisms to promote 
trade and economic cooperation with Egypt.

Shah Mahmood Qureshi said that Pakistan’s 
vision for the Middle East, as well as South 
Asia, is of peace and development.

He said that Prime 
Minister Imran Khan 
has stressed that war is 
in no one’s interest and 
also made it clear that 
Pakistan would not be 
part of any conflict in 
the region but will be 
a partner for peace.

He said, we will con-
tinue to make efforts 
for peace on the basis 
of these principles.

Foreign Minister said the non-resolution 
of long-standing disputes, in particular the 
dispute of India’s illegally occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir lies at the core of Pakistan-India 
relations.

He said the Kashmir dispute needs to be 
resolved in accordance with the UN Security 
Council resolutions and wishes of the 
Kashmiri people.

Foreign Minister said, instead of granting 
Kashmiris their legitimate rights, India has 
resorted to illegal and unilateral actions. 
Particularly, in the past two years, there have 
been unprecedented human rights violations 
and attempts to change the demographic 
structure of the occupied territory.

Afghanistan conflict   
Pakistan reaffirms commitment for peace efforts in 

Afghanistan: FM

They stressed in particular the 
urgency of ending the war in 

Yemen, while reaffirming their 
steadfast commitment to the 

security of their regional part-
ners,” according to an official 

US statement
CHICAGO

US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken and 
the foreign ministers of France, Germany and 
the UK on Thursday reaffirmed their deter-
mination to prevent Iran from developing 
a nuclear weapon, according to American 
officials.

Blinken said that if Iran returns to full com-
pliance with the 2015 Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA), including a review 
of its activities by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA), Washington will open 
discussions with the Iranian government.

He hosted a virtual meeting with the 
foreign ministers of the three European 
nations, sometimes referred to as the E3, 
during which they discussed Iran and the 
de-escalation of tensions in the Gulf, offered 
support for the efforts by UN Special Envoy 
for Yemen Martin Griffiths to end the war 
and address the humanitarian crisis in the 

country, denounced attacks targeting Saudi 
Arabia and Iraq, and condemned the military 
coup in Myanmar.

“They stressed in particular the urgency of 
ending the war in Yemen, while reaffirming 
their steadfast commitment to the security 
of their regional partners,” according to an 
official US statement.

“They expressed concern about the recent 
Houthi offensive against Marib and strikes 
against civilian infrastructure in Saudi 
Arabia, calling upon the Houthis and all 
Yemeni parties to engage constructively in 
the political process.”

The officials said that any return to the 
JCPOA, also known as the Iran nuclear deal, 
would require IAEA-supervised inspections 
to monitor and verify Iranian compliance 
with the terms of the 2015 agreement, from 

which former President Donald Trump with-
drew the US in 2018.

“The E3 and the United States are united 
in underlining the dangerous nature of a 
decision to limit IAEA access, and urge Iran 
to consider the consequences of such grave 
action, particularly at this time of renewed 
diplomatic opportunity,” according to the 
statement.

“They reiterated their full support for the 
professional and impartial role of the IAEA 
and its director general, and their efforts to 
implement the necessary verification and 
monitoring of Iran’s nuclear commitments 
under the JCPOA.”

The officials said there is no “credible civil 
justification” for Iran to continue enriching 
uranium to 20 percent or produce uranium 
metal, a key step in the development of a 
nuclear weapon.

“The E3 welcomed the prospect of a US 
and Iranian return to compliance with the 
JCPOA,” the statement continued. “The E3 
and the United States affirmed their deter-
mination to then strengthen the JCPOA and, 
together with regional parties and the wider 
international community, address broader 
security concerns related to Iran’s missile 
programs and regional activities. 

While the thawing relations 
could raise the prospect of revers-

ing sanctions imposed by the previ-
ous U.S. administration, analysts 

did not expect Iranian oil sanctions 
to be lifted anytime soon

DUBAI 

Oil prices fell from recent highs for a 
second day on Friday as Texas energy 
firms began to prepare for restarting 
oil and gas fields shuttered by freezing 
weather.

Brent crude futures were down $1.16, 
or 1.8%, to $62.77 per barrel, while U.S. 
West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude 
futures fell $1.42, or 2.4%, to $59.10 a 
barrel.

Unusually cold weather in Texas and 
the Plains states curtailed up to 4 mil-
lion barrels per day (bpd) of crude oil 
production and 21 billion cubic feet of 
natural gas, according to analysts.

Texas refiners halted about a fifth of 
the nation’s oil processing amid power 
outages and severe cold.

However, firms in the region on Friday 
were expected to prepare for produc-
tion restarts as electric power and 
water services slowly resume, sources 

said.
“The market was ripe for a correction 

and signs of the power and overall en-
ergy situation starting to normalise in 
Texas provided the necessary trigger,” 
said Vandana Hari, energy analyst at 
Vanda Insights.

Oil fell despite a surprise fall in U.S. 
crude stockpiles in the week to Feb. 12, 
before the freeze. Inventories fell by 7.3 
million barrels to 461.8 million barrels, 
their lowest since March, the Energy 
Information Administration reported 
on Thursday.

The United States on Thursday said 
it was ready to talk to Iran about both 

nations returning to a 2015 agreement 
that aimed to prevent Tehran from ac-
quiring nuclear weapons.

While the thawing relations could 
raise the prospect of reversing sanc-
tions imposed by the previous U.S. ad-
ministration, analysts did not expect 
Iranian oil sanctions to be lifted any-
time soon.

“This breakthrough increases the 
probability that we may see Iran re-
turning to the oil market soon, although 
there is much to be discussed and a 
new deal will not be a carbon-copy of 
the 2015 nuclear deal,” StoneX analyst 
Kevin Solomon said.

ISLAMABAD
Prime Minister Imran Khan has urged the youth 
to play their due role in making the Ten Billion 
Tree Tsunami drive a success to protect the coun-
try from adverse impact of the climate change.
Addressing the launching ceremony of Spring 
Tree Plantation Campaign at Ghazi Barotha on 
Friday, he said trees are vital to preserve the fu-
ture of coming generations as Pakistan is amongst 
the ten most affected countries of the world by 
the negative impact of the climate change. He 
asked the youth to protect trees and the govern-
ment will provide them sports grounds.
Imran Khan said 70 percent of Lahore’s tree 
cover was eroded and the previous regimes paid 
no heed to that regard. He said we have to plant 
more trees to reverse the adverse impact of cli-
mate change.
Responding to some demands raised by Malik 
Amin Aslam, the special assistant on climate 
change, for the area, Imran Khan announced set-
ting up of Special Technology zone at Kamra. He 
said the entire Punjab, including Attock district, 
will be provided with universal health coverage 
under Insaf Health Card by the end of this year. 

The Prime Minister said it has been govern-
ment’s policy to give priority to local people for 
jobs in projects established in an area.
Speaking on the occasion, Malik Amin Aslam said 
that one million trees will be planted along banks 
of the Ghazi Canal in next three years. He said the 
government is also working on constructing ten 
cricket grounds in the area.
The SAPM thanked the prime minister for ap-
proving provision of gas to 35 villages of the area 
from where natural gas is being extracted as pri-
ority right. He said a regional campus of Allama 
Iqbal Open University and a mother-child hospi-
tal are also being established in Attock to facili-
tate people of the area.
On the other hand, National Assembly began its 
session at the parliament house in Islamabad 
today with Speaker Asad Qaiser in the chair. The 
House offered fateha for the departed souls of 
Senator Mushahidullah Khan, legendary moun-
taineer Ali Sadpara and the security personnel 
martyred in recent acts of terrorism. Minister for 
Power Omar Ayub Khan has said the government 
is pursuing pro-business policies and these are 
being appreciated by the business community.

Responding to the points of opposition members 
in the National Assembly today, regarding the 
state of economy and price hike, he said the large 
scale manufacturing is now witnessing growth of 
14.50 percent.
The Minister for Power said the previous govern-
ment set up expensive power plants, ignoring 
the indigenous sources of energy.  He said the 
present government is focusing to exploit the 
potential of renewable energy to produce cheap 
electricity. He said the agreement signed with the 
IPPs will help save 800 billion rupees.  He said 
the government is clearing the mess left by the 
previous regimes.
Participating in the discussion on a motion re-
garding inflation, especially increase in the pric-
es of essential food items as well as petroleum 
products, gas and electricity, Qaiser Sheikh of 
PML (N) said the devaluation of currency has led 
to increase in the prices of essential commodities 
including petroleum products. He said indirect 
taxes such as petroleum levy are affecting the 
poor segments of the society. He asked the gov-
ernment to promote the small and medium en-
terprises as per its commitment. VoM

Spring Tree Plantation Campaign

Billion Tree Tsunami drive a success to protect the 
country from adverse impact of climate change: PM

Stealing the public money causes one loss to the country: PM

ISLAMABAD
H.E. Mr Zamir Kabulov, Russian Presidential 

Envoy to Afghanistan called on General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa, Chief of Army Staff (COAS) at GHQ, 
today. During the meeting matters of mutual 
interest, regional security situation particu-
larly developments in Afghan Peace Process 
were discussed. COAS said that peace in both 
countries is in greater interest of the region. 
The visiting dignitary appreciated the positive 
role being played by Pakistan for Afghan Peace 
Process and expressed that, Pak-Russia rela-
tions will continue to prosper manifolds. Both 
sides reiterated the commitment to enhance 
bilateral relationship.

ISLAMABAD
USAID will continue its strong support for work-

ing towards greater collaboration with the people of 
Pakistan. This was stated by USAID Mission Director 
Julie Koenan, during virtual meeting with Minister 
for Economic Affairs Makhdum Khusro Bakhtyar on 
Thursday. She highlighted Pakistan’s recent steps 
towards efficient utilization of foreign economic 
assistance and assured continued US support to 
Pakistan.The Minister for Economic Affairs reiter-
ated the need for allocation of un-utilized USAID 
funds for priority areas such as Billion Tsunami 
Tree Project, Climate Change, Low Cost Housing and 
development of newly merged districts of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa.

ISLAMABAD
President Dr. Arif Alvi has called for improving 

economic and trade relations with Vietnam.He 
was talking to Pakistan’s Ambassador designate to 
Vietnam Samina Mehtab in Islamabad today (Friday).
The President said there are vast opportunities for 
Vietnamese businessmen for investment in Pakistan. 
He emphasized the need for more political and cul-
tural exchanges between the two countries. The 
President said that promotion of cooperation be-
tween Pakistan and Vietnam in different fields will 
further strengthen the bilateral relationship.

ISLAMABAD
Prime Minister’s Special Assistant on National 

Security Division Dr Moeed Yusuf has said Pakistan 
will continue to build bilateral cooperation in 
various areas under the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor. Talking to Chinese Ambassador Nong 
Rong in Islamabad today (Friday), he said both 
countries enjoy special relations and these ties will 
continue to grow.Talking about cooperation in dif-
ferent areas, Dr. Moeed Yusuf said that collaboration 
between the thinktanks in the two countries should 
be improved to promote dialogue among them.
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Social Justice Day & 
Kashmir 

Social Justice Day is observed on February 20 every year across 
the world to create awareness for social equality and cohe-
sion among the masses. The main aim of celebrating World 
Day of Social Justice is to raise a voice against social injus-
tice and to bring the various communities internationally 
together to eliminate poverty, gender, and physical discrimi-

nation, illiteracy, religious discrimination to make a socially integrated 
society. Nevertheless, all those efforts are barely confined to the sym-
bolic norms for instance the Kashmiris are under brute suppression 
of India for decades and aspires to seek justice but the international 
community has been unable to address their grave concerns vis-à-vis 
humanitarian rights provision. The draconian law malpractices have 
posed an unprecedented challenge to the millions of innocent Kashmiris 
and their rights are subjugated by the deceitful regime of Delhi. The 
escalated violence has deteriorated the plausible prospect of peace and 
security. The Modi-led fascist regime has vehemently wreaked havoc 
that has shattered all the prospects of social justice mentioned in the 
core principles of the social justice day. Thousands of people are slain 
and maimed by the Indian occupational forces in the valley. People 
are kidnapped, torched, and enforcedly disappeared by the Indian 
armed forces. The yearly long curfew has subjugated the masses from 
their basic human rights. The biggest dilemma is the silence of the 
global stakeholders. The international community is only vocal about 
the issues and crisis witnessed by the westerns actors predominately, 
however it has never shown the real concerns towards the flagrant 
violations of human rights of Kashmir. Social justice day can never be 
justified until and unless it tends to ensure the rights of the Kashmiris 
that has been demanding their legitimate rights and the global world 
must listen otherwise such days merely attributed to the prejudice, 
irrespective of the conscience and reality.

Pandemic: a reality check

T he global world undergoes through a successive trans-
formation in the aftermaths of the pandemic crisis for 
the past one and half years. There is a paradigm shift 
in the prospects of engagement and cooperation be-
tween the states. The domain trends of globalization 
have become bleak while global actors tend to pursue 

isolationist policies. Whereat one end it has exposed the real face 
of power hoaxes of the world at the same time it also set forward 
a new driving passage to all the competing actors to redefine their 
direct of goals persuasion. For instance, there was dominating per-
ception that the western world has testimonial developing models 
for other regions and it can combat the worst crisis due to their 
advanced fascinating developmental aspects. However, it has never 
been the case, all the European powers and the US become fully 
vulnerable to the repercussions of the pandemic crisis and it has 
unable to assist their allies to handle the global challenges of the 
pandemic. With China as an exception, it has accomplished the tar-
geted goals. The drive of geo-economic progress has been capital-
ized through its incredible policies. Furthermore, it has instigated 
vaccine diplomacy and its allies have become more confident over 
its policy trends that have set a new hallmark of their bilateral 
cooperation and association. It has changed the global perceptions 
and has carved its acceptance to assuaging its soft power prowess. 
Nevertheless, our world has reached a heart-wrenching milestone: 
the COVID-19 pandemic has now claimed two million lives. Behind 
this staggering number are names and faces: the smile now only a 
memory, the seat forever empty at the dinner table, the room that 
echoes with the silence of a loved one.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Kuwait the hub of opportunities 
Kuwait is politically and socially one of the 
most liberal Gulf States. With its stable govern-
ment and educated population and obviously the 
strong appeal to business, Kuwait stands out as 
outstanding nation among its neighbours in the 
Persian Gulf. There has always been a strong link 
between Kuwait and the sea, and it is this link 
which has shaped the distinctive character of 
today’s Kuwaitis and had constituted the main 
source of income in ancient times.
Although today the picture is very different with 
urban expansion and rapid modernisation, the 
link with the sea is still a cherished memory of 
the past for the Kuwaitis. The 290-km coast can 
be divided into two main parts: one extending 
along the Arabian Gulf and the other around the 
Kuwaiti Bay and Khor Subiya. 
Most of the former area is characterised by 
sandy beaches, while the second area, 70 km in 
length, is characterised by mudflats, especially in 
the shallow northern area in the Bay of Kuwait 
where the maximum wave height is 16 cm op-
posite Kuwait city. Kuwait has been successful 
in implementing the first phase of its economic 
and financial reforms in 2017, which were set to 
balance and develop the economy of the coun-
try. Kuwait’s banking sector has done much to 
boost the local economy, helping the country to 
diversify and lessen the impact of the current 
low-oil-price environment. 
The economy of Kuwait grew by 2.33 percent 
last year and expected to grow 4.06 percent in 
2019 according to the World Economic Outlook 
released by the International Monetary Fund. 
A robust and highly regulated banking sector has 

helped a great deal to support Kuwait’s economy, 
which has been severely affected by the declin-
ing price of oil. Without a solid banking sector, 
the Kuwaiti economy would likely struggle to 
negotiate the pitfalls that have so characterised 
its past. Now, a burgeoning banking sector is 
supporting not just economic, but social devel-
opments in an economy that has been stymied 
by a new low-oil-price environment. Within a 
banking sector boasting a number of prominent 
institutions that serve a range of needs, one bank 
has risen to prominence on the Islamic banking 
front – Kuwait International Bank (KIB). Last 
year Kuwait planned to cut expat numbers by 
1.5 million over the next seven years will impact 
economic growth. Like its oil producing peers, 
Kuwait is trying to build a more diversified 
economy but is also willing to favour its national 
workforce. Kuwait’s economy, like much of the 
Middle East, is heavily reliant on oil exports. It 
is home to 6 percent of the world’s crude-oil re-
serves, or more than 100 billion barrels. Kuwait 
has the highest percentage of GDP tied to oil 
among OPEC nations. 
Ninety-two percent of export revenue and 90 
percent of the government income is reliant 
on oil. The private sector is expected to grow 

between 3.5 percent and 4 percent between till 
2021. But the lack of diversification in its econ-
omy makes it hard for corporations to find em-
ployees and bridge the wide gap between private 
(36 percent) and public (74 percent) employees. 
Kuwaiti nationals are guaranteed public-sector 
employment as part of the oil wealth distribu-
tion, while most private-sector employees are 
migrant workers. The relationship between 
Pakistan and Kuwait are brotherly and long-
lasting, based on shared history, traditions and 
common culture. Both have always enjoyed their 
bilateral, friendly, trade and cultural ties with 
enormous respect of their commonality and cul-
tural traditions. These bilateral relations can be 
seen both at the official level as well as between 
the people of both nations. Time has proved that 
both countries have stood for each other in their 
most difficult and testing times. Pakistan was 
among the first countries that sent troops to 
Kuwait during the Iraqi invasion in 1990. Nine 
Pakistani soldiers were martyred during mine 
clearing operations. Kuwait also responded well 
to Pakistan and has been the first among coun-
tries that have ever extended generous help to 
Pakistan in difficult times. The Kuwait govern-
ment donated generously to Pakistan during the 
deadly earthquake in 2005 and at the time of 
devastating floods in 2010. Kuwait has contrib-
uted almost $25 million to floods-affected people 
in Pakistan. 

Chinese film industry profits need long-term box 
office support

CALIFORNIA
The film market in the just concluded 

Spring Festival holidays broke box office 
records, which achieved nearly 40 percent 
of last year’s box office in one week, signal-
ing a recovery after being deeply affected by 
the epidemic.

China’s stay put measures have sparked 
attendance at cinemas, which was good 
news to film producers. But industry watch-
ers took a cautions attitude, explaining the 
soaring revenue depends on long-term box 
office support. 

The film industry registered a record high 
of 7.8 billion yuan ($1.2 billion) in the seven-
day holidays, an increase of more than 32 
percent over 2019, the year before the virus, 
data from the China Film Administration 
showed, and the data also includes a record 
for single-day box office for one single-mar-
ket in the world. The holidays also set a new 
record with 160 million moviegoers.

Several Chinese filmmakers announced 
their 2020 financial results, with heavy 
losses across the board after being hit badly 
by the pandemic. One of the leading film-

makers, Wanda Cinema Line, which owns 
more than 600 cinemas in China, posted the 
largest loss of nearly 7 billion yuan.

China Film Company posted a loss for the 
first time since its debut on the Shanghai 
Stock Exchange in 2016, ranging from 465 
to 675 million yuan, according to the com-
pany’s statement.

The surge in box office receipts encour-
aged film producers. China Film said on 
Thursday as long as cinemas no longer close 
for a long time, all business lines of Chinese 
films can guarantee stable operation and 
growth. 

UBS on Wednesday issued a report, stat-
ing that the strong box office performance 
during the Spring Festival indicates a solid 
demand for the Chinese film industry, and 
also shows a positive attitude toward the 
leading firms’ performance. 

Film-related stocks climbed on Wednesday 
at the Hong Kong stock market. Alibaba 
Pictures Group, the film affiliate of the 
Alibaba Group, on Tuesday saw its stock 
price at the Hong Kong stock exchange rise 
more than 34 percent.

The outstanding performance of the Spring 
Festival holidays gave the film industry hope 
to return to the level of 2018 and 2019, Chen 
Changye, a state-owned film firm’s manager, 
told the Global Times on Friday. But he said 
it is hard to predict a whole year’s profits.

He explained that the boom was the result 
of the stay put policy, but if there are more 
ways to kill time, it is hard to see an upward 

trend in a long term, except for week-long 
holidays. 

Wanda Cinema Line also took a cautious 
attitude, saying that this year’s box office 
will definitely be better than last year’s. But 
the robust performance during the Chinese 
New Year is special, and it takes time to see 
whether the overall performance in 2021 
will return to 2018 and 2019 levels.

NASA rover’s touchdown thrills 
Chinese netizens

NEW YORK 
Dubbed the largest, most advanced rover the 

US space agency NASA has ever sent to another 
world, “Perseverance” nailed its safe landing at 
the preset site on Mars on Thursday, drawing a 
conclusion to its 203-day journey, covering more 
than 470 million kilometers from Earth.

The successful touchdown, which was an-
nounced at mission control at NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory in Southern California 
around Beijing time 5 am on Friday, immedi-
ately thrilled Chinese social media users, with 
the topic rocketing atop of Sina Weibo search list, 
gathering over 30 million views as of press time.

Chinese web users applauded the NASA craft’s 
safe landing, and extended their sincere congrat-
ulations to the US. 

Commenting under a post featuring cheer-
ing NASA personnel during the landing, one 
netizen wrote that, “Although the US has been 
picking fights with our country during the past 
few years, we should not hold back anything but 
celebrate the rover’s landing, as once it flies out 
of Earth, it represents the entirety of mankind. 
And our Tianwen-1 is coming next,” collecting 
numerous thumb-ups. 

About the size of a car and weighing slightly 

over one ton, the nearly $3-billion robotic ge-
ologist and astrobiologist nicknamed “Percy” is 
the fifth rover that the US has safely placed on 
the Red Planet. 

According to NASA, Percy will undergo several 
weeks of testing before it begins its two-year sci-
ence investigation, with a focus on searching for 
past life at Mars’ Jezero Crater. 

The China Aerospace Science and Technology 
Corporation (CASC), China’s state-owned space 
giant and contractor of the country’s first Mars 
probe Tianwen-1 mission, on Friday morning 
congratulated NASA for the smooth touchdown 
of the explorer, saying that “it is hoped that all 
three human missions to the Red Planet can 
achieve full success and make new contributions 
to human kind’s deep space exploration.”

SOHAIL MAJEED BUTT
LONDON

Coordinator General, COMSTECH, H. E. Prof. 
Dr. M. Iqbal Choudhary along with Dr. Syeda 
Tanveer Kausar Naim, Former Chairperson, 
Pakistan Council for Science and Technology, 
UNESCO International Advisory Board (IAB), 
had a meeting with H.E. Mr. Zéner Javier Caro 
González, the Ambassador of Republic of Cuba 
on Feb. 18, 2021 at the Embassy of Cuba in 
Islamabad to discuss avenues of cooperation 
for capacity building of OIC member states. 
During the meeting it was agreed upon that 
COMSTECH would work closely with the es-
teemed Embassy of the Republic of Cuba and 
collaborate with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Cuba for capacity building of OIC member 
states in the fields of virology, vaccines, nutrition, 
agriculture, and training of paramedical staff. 
H. E. Prof. Dr. Choudhary appreciated the vision of 
the Ambassador and his support to Pakistan at the 
critical moments. He also invited His Excellency 
to visit COMSTECH headquarters in Islamabad.

Author is an Executive Editor of Mélange int’l 
Magazine and Secretary Information Center of 
Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR)

On February 20, 1864, at the 
Battle of Olustee, the largest 
conflict fought in Florida dur-

ing the Civil War, a Confederate force 
under General Joseph Finegan deci-
sively defeats an army commanded 
by General Truman Seymour. The 
victory kept the Confederates in 
control of Florida’s interior for the 
rest of the war. Olustee was the cli-
max to a Union invasion of Florida 
a few weeks before. General Quincy 
Gilmore, commander of the Union’s 
Department of the South, dispatched 
Seymour to Jacksonville on February 
7. Seymour’s troops secured the town 
and began to send cavalry raiders 
inland to Lake City and Gainesville. 
Just behind the troops came John 
Hay, private secretary to President 
Abraham Lincoln. Hay began issuing 
loyalty oaths to residents in an effort 
to form a new, Republican state gov-
ernment in time to send delegates to 
the 1864 party convention. Under 
the president’s plan of reconstruc-
tion, a new state government could 
be formed when 10 percent of the 

state’s prewar voting population had 
taken a loyalty oath. Seymour began 
moving towards Lake City, west of 
Jacksonville, to destroy a railroad 
bridge and secure northern Florida. 
Finegan possessed only 500 men at 
Lake City, but reinforcements were 
arriving. By the time the two sides 
began to skirmish near the Olustee 
railroad station, each side had about 
5,000 troops. Throughout the day on 
February 20, a pitched battle raged. 
The Confederates were close to 
breaking the Yankee lines when they 
ran low on ammunition. When more 
cartridges arrived, the attack con-
tinued. By late afternoon, Seymour 
realized the fight was lost and he 
began to retreat. The Yankees suf-
fered around 1,800 killed, wounded, 
or captured, while the Confederates 
lost about 900 men. The battle did 
disrupt the flow of supplies from 
Florida to other Confederate armies, 
but it failed to bring about a new 
state government. Most of Florida 
remained in Confederate hands until 
the end of the war.

February 20,1864, Battle of Olustee

Erum Akbar
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Dua Lipa and Travis Scott 
Win Their First Premio Lo 

Nuestro Awards

 DUBAI
Dua Lipa and Travis Scott are Premio Lo Nuestro 
winners.
The British singer won the award for Crossover 
Collaboration of the Year for her song “Un Día (One 
Day)” with J Balvin, Bad Bunny and Tainy. The bilin-
gual track was released in July, and perfectly blends 
Lipa’s pop-house sound with the Latin trio’s ac-
claimed reggaeton.  
“Un Día” marked the first time Balvin, Bad Bunny and 
Tainy have worked with Lipa. The song is currently 
nominated for Best Pop Duo/Group Performance at 
the upcoming 2021 GRAMMY Awards.
Additionally, Scott and Rosalía’s track “TKN” also won 
the Premio Lo Nuestro for Video of the Year. The song 
was released back in May. The video also earned the 
pair a Latin GRAMMY back in November. They took 
home the trophy for Best Short Form Music Video.
“TKN” marked the second time the two worked to-
gether. They previously collaborated on the remix of 
Scott’s “Highest in the Room.

Former Little Mix star 
Jesy Nelson back in the 

studio

 DUBAI
Jesy Nelson is back in the recording studio again just 
two months after exiting Little Mix, teasing fans with 
a solo project.
The singer shared what looked like a studio session 
photo with a guitarist and engineer and then fol-
lowed songwriter/producers Patrick Jordan Patrikios 
and Sunny, who have both worked with Little Mix, on 
Instagram on Thursday.
Patrikios also shared an Instagram Story segment fea-
turing a happy Jesy chatting to an engineer.
Fans are now convinced she has hooked up with the 
two hitmakers and Hanni Ibrahim to record her first 
solo material, especially after she shared a cryptic 
“Let’s go!” post and ‘liked’ a comment about releasing 
new music on Tuesday.
Meanwhile, her former bandmates - Perrie Edwards, 
Leigh-Anne Pinnock, and Jade Thirlwall - are gearing up 
to release their first track as a trio, Heartbreak Anthem.
Jesy shocked fans when she left the band in December 
last year to focus on mental health issues.
Her statement read: “To all my Mixers, the past nine 
years in Little Mix has been the most incredible time 
of my life. VoM

Drew Barrymore’s kids 
don’t like her movies

DUBAI
Drew Barrymore’s kids don’t like her movies.
The 45-year-old star’s daughters, Olive, eight, and six-
year-old Frankie - who she has with ex-husband Will 
Kopelman - have seen various films she’s made over the 
years including ‘E.T.’, ‘50 First Dates’ and ‘Never Been 
Kissed’ but were not impressed by any of them.
She admitted to Hugh Grant during a conversation for the 
SAG-AFTRA Foundation: “They call them ‘mom movies.’ “
And Hugh, 60, was shocked when he asked Drew if the 
girls had enjoyed the movie they made together, ‘Music 
and Lyrics’.
She admitted: “You know, I don’t think they’ve seen it, 
crazy enough.”
The ‘Undoing’ actor - who has five children with two 
women - joked he forces his work on his kids.
He replied: “That is insane.
“I make mine watch my films every night. If they don’t 
watch my films, they don’t get fed.”
His response made the ‘Santa Clarita Diet’ actress promise 
to show her daughters ‘Music and Lyrics’.
She said: “I think I’m going to force them to watch it.” 
But Drew doesn’t think their distaste for her work will 
last forever.
She said: “This is like phases of their life. They’ll come 
around.” VoM

Bureau Reuter
RIYADH

AC Milan and city rivals Inter renew their 
duel for top spot in Serie A on Sunday in a 
third clash this season between star strikers 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic and Romelu Lukaku as 
champions Juventus play catch-up.
Antonio Conte’s Inter went top after Lukaku 
scored twice in a 3-1 win over Lazio, one 
point ahead of Milan who dropped to second 
after losing to Spezia last weekend.

Juventus will be looking for a boost against 
rock bottom Crotone after following their 
Napoli defeat with a Champions League last 
16, first leg loss at Porto.
Inter have the advantage of being fresher 
having been eliminated early from European 
action.
AC Milan return to Italy after conceding a late 
goal in a 2-2 draw at Red Star Belgrade in the 
Europa league, a game in which midfielder 
Ismael Bennacer was injured.
“Against Spezia it was not the real AC Milan. 
The important thing is to turn the page,” said 
Milan coach Stefano Pioli.
It will be the third derby this season with 
Milan winning the first 2-1 in the league.
Inter won a fiery Italian Cup quarter-final by 
the same scoreline, a game overshadowed 
by Ibrahimovic and Lukaku squaring off and 
trading insults, with the Swede later sent off.
Inter have won five of their last six meetings.

But AC Milan can win both league games 
against Inter for the first time since 2010-11, 
when they went on to lift their most recent 
Serie A title.
Roma, seven points adrift of Inter in third 
place, can benefit from the Milan duel to 
close the gap, with the capital side travelling 
to 15th-placed Benevento, after a 2-0 Europa 
League win at Sporting Braga.
Juventus, in fourth, one point behind Roma, 
should take all three points against Crotone 
on Monday, despite being held by the side 
from Calabria in their last two meetings.
However, the Turin giants have an injury cri-
sis with Leonardo Bonucci, Giorgio Chiellini, 
Arthur, Juan Cuadrado, Paulo Dybala and 
Alvaro Morata all uncertain.
Champions League rivals Atalanta and 
Napoli go head-to-head on Sunday before 
the Bergamo side host Real Madrid in this 
year’s elite European tournament.

Staff Report
GWADAR

Gwadar Cricket Stadium hosted an exhibi-
tion match for the first time on Friday, with 
the Gwadar Dolphins taking on Showbiz 
Sharks.
The match was dedicated to Pakistan’s Ali 
Sadpara, mountaineer, who was declared 
dead yesterday.
Special Assistant to Prime Minister for 
Overseas Pakistanis, Sayed Zulfi Bukhari,  
lead the Gwadar Dolphins, while Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB) Chief Executive, Wasim 
Khan, was the captain of Showbiz Sharks.
The British High Commissioner to Pakistan, 
Christian Turner presided over the toss, 
which was won by Bukhari who decided to 
bowl first.
Speaking on this occasion, Turner said that 
he is hopeful of England playing an interna-
tional game in Gwadar in future.

“I am hopeful that one day we will see 
England playing here in Gwadar Cricket 
Stadium. Obviously there is a way to go for 
it and England touring Pakistan later in the 
year is a step in the right direction,” said 
Turner.
 Showbiz Sharks, who boasted of celebri-

ties like Ali Zafar, Aijaz Aslam, Fakhre Alam, 
Shehzad Roy and Faisal Qureshi, scored 
176-9 in their allotted 25 overs.
The aforementioned total proved to be 
enough as the Dolphins kept losing wickets 
at regular intervals, ultimately falling short 
of the target by 12 runs.

Benchmark index gains 84.91 points to 
settle at 46,227.65

Bureau Report
KARACHI

After receding for two successive days, the 
benchmark KSE-100 index of Pakistan Stock 
Exchange (PSX) reversed its trend on Friday and 
edged up about 80 points in topsy-turvy trading.

Market expectation of better financial results in 
the corporate sector lent support to the bourse 
and aided its uptrend.

The KSE-100 index opened up and continued 
to rise during the day as market participants 
remained optimistic. However, selling pressure 
emerged in the second half of trading, which 
wiped off most of the gains. Nevertheless, the 
KSE-100 managed to close in the green with 
some gains.

The bourse faced selling pressure at regular 
intervals amid a lack of positive triggers and 
declining oil prices in the international market. 
Investors remained cautious.

Despite the overall positive momentum, cement, 
pharmaceutical and power sectors bore the brunt 
of weak investor sentiment and most of the stocks 
in those sectors recorded losses.

At close, the benchmark KSE-100 index recorded 
an increase of 84.91 points, or 0.18%, to settle at 
46,227.65 points.

Arif Habib Limited, in its report, stated that the 

market opened on a positive note, but selling 
pressure still persisted as witnessed in the last 
two sessions. The index gained 236 points during 
the day and managed to close in the green.

Selling pressure was observed in banking, ce-
ment and steel sectors whereas the technology 
sector maintained its uptrend, with TRG Pakistan 
hitting the upper circuit following announcement 
of its board meeting. A similar performance was 
witnessed in NetSol.

The Bank of Punjab (BOP) announced its finan-
cial results and unlike the activity observed in 
HBL, Meezan Bank and MCB Bank, the BOP re-
corded an uptick with increase in trading volume 
mainly due to dividend declaration of Re1, which 
translated into more than 10% dividend yield at 
market rate.

Sectors contributing to the performance in-
cluded technology (+112 points), auto (+38 
points), refinery (+11 points), cement (-32 
points), pharmaceutical (-15 points) and power 
(-15 points).

Individually, stocks that contributed positively 
to the index included TRG Pakistan (+98 points), 
Millat Tractors (+47 points), Systems Limited 
(+14 points) and Byco Petroleum (+11 points).

Stocks that contributed negatively were HBL 
(-19 points), Fauji Cement (-14 points), Lucky 
Cement (-12 points), Kot Adu Power Company 
(-12 points) and Pakistan Oilfields (-11 points).

Overall trading volumes surged to 694.8 million 
shares compared with Thursday’s tally of 577.95 
million. The value of shares traded during the day 
was Rs24.9 billion.

Shares of 415 companies were traded. At the 
end of the day, 205 stocks closed higher, 200 de-
clined and 10 remained unchanged.

Byco Petroleum was the volume leader with 
89.8 million shares, gaining Rs0.9 to close at 
Rs10.30. It was followed by WorldCall Telecom 
with 62.3 million shares, gaining Rs0.09 to close 
at Rs1.59 and Hum Network with 60.3 million 
shares, gaining Rs0.6 to close at Rs7.61.

Foreign institutional investors were net buyers 
of Rs445.9 million worth of shares during the 
trading session, according to data compiled by 
the National Clearing Company of Pakistan.

Bureau Report
DUBAI

United Arab Emirates-based carrier 
flydubai is preparing for the Boeing 
737 MAX aircraft to rejoin its fleet, the 
Dubai government’s media office said on 
Twitter on Thursday.

The United Arab Emirates, a key 
international travel hub, announced 
on Wednesday it has lifted its ban on 
Boeing’s 737 Max, allowing the plane to 
return to its skies after being grounded 
for nearly two years following a pair of 
deadly crashes.

Saif Al-Suwaidi, director general of the 
UAE’s General Civil Aviation Authority, 
said the country gave clearance to the 
planes “as a result of intensive efforts by 
the authority’s technical committees,” 
according to the state-run WAM news 
agency.

The government ensured all safety 

conditions had been met after the US 
Federal Aviation Administration ended 
the grounding last fall, Al-Suwaidi added, 
without specifying when flights would 
resume. It could take some time for 
airlines to ensure their pilots receive 
necessary training to fly the planes and 
to carry out maintenance and all other 
changes.

The planes were grounded worldwide 
in March 2019 following the crashes of 
a Lion Air flight near Jakarta on Oct. 29, 
2018, and an Ethiopian Airlines flight on 

March 10, 2019, which killed a total of 
346 people. Investigators have attrib-
uted the crashes to a range of problems, 
including a faulty computer system that 
pushed the planes’ noses downward 
in flight until the jets plummeted. The 
crashes and subsequent revelations 
about the plane’s failings tainted the 
company’s reputation and cost it billions 
of dollars in damages and unfilled orders.

Dubai’s budget carrier flydubai is one 
of the biggest customers of the 737 Max 
and stopped flying its Boeing 737 Max 
8 and 9s over a government order fol-
lowing the crashes. The Boeing 737 
is a workhorse for the airline, which 
along with long-haul carrier Emirates is 
owned by the government’s Investment 
Corporation of Dubai.

The airline later reached an undis-
closed financial settlement with Boeing 
Co. for certain compensation for the 

grounding of the planes. Boeing lists fly-
dubai as still having 237 unfilled orders 
for Boeing 737 Max aircraft. The airline’s 
total fleet is over 50 aircraft.

Al-Suwaidi said the UAE’s approval in-
cluded “corrective measures” applied by 
airlines operating the planes, particularly 
“modernization” of software known as 
MCAS, the flight control system, which 
was designed to push the plane’s nose 
down in certain circumstances. The UAE 
also will mandate an upgrade of pilot 
training procedures and readiness tests 
for all aircraft being returned to service.

The 737 Max returned to American 
skies last December, after the Federal 
Aviation Administration approved 
changes that Boeing made to the auto-
mated flight control system. Aviation 
authorities in Europe, Brazil and Canada 
have also allowed the aircraft to resume 
flights in recent weeks.

Flydubai prepares for Boeing 737 MAX to re-
join its fleet

Bitcoin goldrush 
sparks fears of 

speculative bubble
Bureaau Report

DUBAI
Bitcoin has enjoyed a record-breaking 

week after electric carmaker Tesla and 
Wall Street finance giants sparked a gold-
rush for the world’s most popular virtual 
currency, but bubble fears persist.

Investors and mega-corporations alike 
have been wooed by dizzying growth 
and the opportunity for profit and asset 
diversification.

The unit blasted past $50,000 on 
Tuesday following a week in which 
Tesla invested $1.5 billion in bitcoin and 
vowed customers could use it to buy 
vehicles and both New York bank BNY 
Mellon and credit card titan MasterCard 
announced plans to support bitcoin.

The cryptocurrency then vaulted 
higher, topping $52,000 on Wednesday 
after investment fund giant BlackRock 
also confirmed a push into the booming 
sector.

Yet this week’s astonishing ascendancy 
of bitcoin has sparked renewed fears of 
a big bubble which the market had last 
experienced four years ago.

US software firm MicroStrategy mean-
while announced plans on Wednesday 
to sell convertible bonds in order to buy 
more bitcoin, raising eyebrows in some 
quarters.

“Suddenly it feels like 2017 again when 
everyone wanted (to) ... ride the crypto 
wave,” warned OANDA analyst Craig 
Erlam.

“If companies’ fundamentals are going 
to become closely tied to movements in 
bitcoin because they have suddenly be-
come speculators on the side, we are 
going to be in bubble territory before 
you know it.”

Bureau Report
DUBAI  

Scores of international companies were lining up to 
enter the Saudi market despite the ongoing global eco-
nomic fallout from the coronavirus disease (COVID-
19) pandemic, according to a government-accredited 
incubator.

The desire by firms to work in the Kingdom had 
accelerated in line with the country’s efforts to attract 
foreign investment as part of its Vision 2030 reform 
plan, said AstroLabs founder Muhammed Mekki.

“The interesting thing to note is that despite the pan-
demic and the uncertain global economic conditions, 
there’s been an accelerating interest in companies ex-
panding into the Kingdom from around the world,” he 

told Arab News.
Last year, as many economies took a hit from the 

global health crisis, AstroLabs – the first international 
incubator accredited in the Kingdom – assisted 44 
companies wishing to do business in Saudi Arabia, a 
54 percent increase on 2019.

AstroLabs, which has offices in Dubai, Abu Dhabi, 
Riyadh, and Jeddah has helped more than 100 com-
panies set up in the Kingdom since 2018, the year it 
was given a foreign investment license by the Saudi 
government.

And Mekki expected another 110 firms to establish 
business operations in the country this year, “surpass-
ing the total number we supported in the previous 
three years combined.”

He added: “We currently have hundreds of compa-
nies in our pipeline from all over the world.”

He attributed the trend to pent-up demand, but said 
the uptick was mainly due to a new regulatory regime 
that allowed for more flexibility and independence for 
businesses, such as the removal of ownership limits 
for foreign strategic investors.

“Although it’s not typically a time for companies to 
be expanding, opening new offices, and exploring new 
geographies, the Saudi case is unique because of this 
confluence of pent-up demand and the latest changes 

that have happened that have put a real spotlight on 
the Saudi market.”

The UN Conference on Trade and Development 
recently published a report tracking the positive 
performance of foreign direct investments (FDIs) in 
Saudi Arabia, which it also chalked up to the regula-
tory changes.

According to the study’s findings, FDI flows in-
creased by 7 percent between 2018 and 2019, reach-
ing $4.6 billion, and preliminary data showed inflows 
to Saudi Arabia in the first half of last year rose by 12 
percent to $2.6 billion.

The Kingdom also moved up 30 places from the 
year before in the World Bank’s 2020 Doing Business 
Report. It ranked 62nd and was the most improved 
out of all 190 economies.

On Monday, Saudi Arabia said it would stop con-
tracting with international companies that did not 
have regional headquarters in Riyadh.

Mekki said: “Many of the international companies 
we are setting up in Saudi Arabia are establishing a 
local office to bid on the various government projects 
currently being tendered.”

He noted that AstroLabs’ clients were already aware 
that government tenders were being limited to Saudi-
based companies.

54% rise in companies setting up in Saudi Arabia in 2020, 
despite pandemic

Barty pooper: Australian 
Open top seed crashes out

Bureau Report
MELBOURNE

Whether or not Naomi Osaka 
claims the Australian Open cham-
pionship — and make no mistake, 
she will be expected to win — this 
much seems certain: Tennis has a 
new dominant force.
Sure, it’s clearly possible that 
Osaka could be beaten by the 
22nd-seeded American Jennifer 
Brady in the title match at 
Melbourne Park on Saturday.
Brady is, after all, emerging as a 
force on hard courts, too, thanks to 
a big serve and big forehand. She 
pushed Osaka to three sets before 
losing to her in the US Open semifi-
nals last September, then shrugged 
off a two-week hard quarantine in 
Australia to reach her first Grand 
Slam final.
It is the No. 3-seeded Osaka, 
though, who overpowered and 
overwhelmed Serena Williams in 
the semifinals Thursday.
Who is riding a 20-match winning 
streak dating to last season.
Who already has spent time at No. 
1 in the rankings.
Who is seeking her second 
Australian Open title and fourth 
Slam trophy — and she is still 
only 23.
Like 23-time major champion 
Williams, there is a determina-
tion that Osaka manages to dis-

play when the finish line is near 
on their sport’s most important 
stages: She has run her record to 
a combined 11-0 in Grand Slam 
quarterfinals, semifinals and finals.
Osaka often speaks about wanting 
more consistency, whether that’s 
at lower-level WTA tournaments 
or at every Grand Slam event.
She does occasionally stumble 
early at the majors, such as a 
third-round exit a year ago as the 
defending champion in Australia 
or a first-round loss at Wimbledon 
in 2019.
But once she gets close to the end, 
she seals the deal.
“For me, I have this mentality 
that people don’t remember the 
runners-up. You might, but the 
winner’s name is the one that’s 
engraved,” explained Osaka, who 
was born in Japan to a Japanese 
mother and Haitian father before 
the family moved to New York 
when she was 3.
“I think I fight the hardest in the 
finals,” she continued. “I think 
that’s where you sort of set your-
self apart.”
Williams had been 8-0 in 
Australian Open semifinals until 
Osaka put a stop to that by win-
ning 6-3, 6-4, reeling off the last 
eight points of the match after the 
second set was even at 4-all.
When they hugged at the net at 
the end, this is what went through 
Osaka’s mind: “Always a surreal 
moment, just to see her in real life, 
like, close up.”
Osaka has long viewed the 
39-year-old Williams as an idol.
Their games are quite similar 
at the most foundational level: 
speedy serves, dangerous fore-
hands and that steely attitude on 
court.

KSE-100 reverses bearish trend

Ibrahimovic, Lukaku rematch as Milan rivals 
clash for Serie A top spot

Osaka eyes 4th Slam title in 
Australian Open final vs Brady

Exhibition match at Gwadar dedicated to Ali 
Sadpara
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PTI’s desire and demand was that 
under proportional representation, 
the parties and alliances should get 

seats as per their strength in the 
electoral assemblies

ISLAMABAD

Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting Senator Shibli Faraz Friday 
said Prime Minister Imran Khan was com-
mitted to end role of money in election 
process.

Talking to media here, he said the govern-
ment was striving to bring genuine repre-
sentatives of the people in the parliament 
and this was not possible without abrogat-
ing the role of money in sale and purchase 
of votes.

The minister said the people, now, real-
ized the importance of transparency in the 
Senate elections.

He said the politics of money needed to 
be eliminated and candidates should be 

elected on the basis of their capabilities.
Shibli said buying and selling of votes 

undermined democracy and moral values.
He said Election Commission of Pakistan 

would also be strengthened to further en-
hance its performance. Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) believed that eligible persons 
could not come forward in politics until 
misuse of money was controlled, he added.

He said the PTI’s desire and demand was 
that under proportional representation, the 
parties and alliances should get seats as per 
their strength in the electoral assemblies.

Shibli said the PTI’s stance was justified 
and based on democratic principles and 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari had also hinted his 
inclination towards open voting.

The minister said the opposition was try-
ing to confuse the people by mentioning the 
no confidence motion against the Senate 
chairman but that was issue of internal 
rules of the house.

Solidarity and cooperation among countries, so-
cieties, communities, and individual citizens is the 
only possible way to eliminating racism, xenopho-

bia and discrimination for all 
UNITED NATIONS

The President of Economic and Social Council (ECO-
SOC), Ambassador Munir Akram of Pakistan, Thurs-
day called for “bold” action for eliminating existing 
structural racism and injustice, saying promotion of 
equality and non-discrimination must remain a prior-
ity for the world community.
“The COVID-19 crisis has revealed existing inequali-
ties in unequal access to food, education, health, 
housing, as well as access to justice. It has also incited 
xenophobia and discrimination,” he said in his open-
ing remarks to a Special Ministerial Meeting of the 
54-member Council.
The meeting has been convened to discuss “Reimag-
ining Equality: Eliminating racism, xenophobia and 
discrimination for all in the Decade of Action for the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)”.
“We must address the Structural inequalities in eco-
nomic, social and political spheres,” the ECOSOC chief 
said.
Noting that reducing inequalities is at the heart of the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, Ambas-
sador Akram said, “Leaving no one behind is also the 
overarching principle for this universal framework.”
During the seventy-fifth anniversary of the United Na-
tions last September, he pointed out that the world 
leaders committed to addressing the root causes of 
inequalities, including violence, human rights abuses, 
corruption, marginalization, discrimination in all its 
forms, poverty and exclusion, as well as lack of educa-
tion and employment.
“Solidarity and cooperation among countries, societ-
ies, communities, and individual citizens is the only 
possible way to eliminating racism, xenophobia and 
discrimination for all,” the ECOSOC chief said. VoM

Fakhar louds support of 
Dutch gov’t in capacity 

building of farmer

Expanding  bilateral 
trade, China to import 

dairy products from 
Pakistan

ISLAMABAD
Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid 
Ahmed has said border management 
is being modernized to ensure 
national security, promote cross 
border trade and people’s movement.
He said this during aerial view of 
Pakistan-Iran border, after reaching 
Balochistan on a four-day visit to the 
province today (Friday).
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed said fencing 
along Iran and Afghanistan borders 
will be completed by June this year.
He said ninety percent of fencing 
work has been completed along the 
Durand Line, while 40 percent of 
similar work has been finished along 
Pakistan-Iran border.
The Minister also visited recently 
established Pakistan-Iran Trade 
Gate in Balochistan and reviewed 
facilities for movement of trade 
goods between Pakistan and Iran.

ISLAMABAD
The victims of Samjhauta Express terrorist 
attack continue to await justice. Fourteen 
years ago, on 18 February, the Delhi-Lahore 
Samjhauta Express train blasts resulted 
in the death of 68 passengers, including 
more than 40 Pakistani nationals. Despite 
the availability of clear evidence, India’s 
continuing failure to provide justice to the 
victims of this horrible incident is a recon-
firmation of the culture of impunity that the 
perpetrators of terrorist attacks enjoy in 
India. While expressing solidarity with the 
families of the victims, Pakistan calls upon 
India to fulfill its legal obligation of bringing 
the perpetrators of the Samjhauta Express 
blasts to justice without further delay.
On the other hand at , UN human rights ex-
perts have expressed concern over India’s 
decision to end Jammu and Kashmir’s au-
tonomy and enact new laws could curtail 
the previous level of political participa-

tion of Muslim and other minorities in the 
country, as well as potentially discriminate 
against them in important matters, includ-
ing employment and land ownership.
“The loss of autonomy and the imposition of 
direct rule by the Government in New Delhi 
suggest the people of Jammu and Kashmir 
as no longer have their own government 
and have lost power to legislate or amend 
laws in the region to ensure the protection 
of their rights as minorities,” said Fernand 
de Varennes, Special Rapporteur on minor-
ity issues and Ahmed Shaheed, Special Rap-
porteur on freedom of religion or belief.

“The number of successful applicants for 
domicile certificates that appear to be from 
outside Jammu and Kashmir raises con-
cerns about demographic change on a lin-
guistic, religious and ethnic basis is already 
underway,” the experts said in a joint state-
ment.

The new legislation overrides previous 
laws which granted the Kashmiri Muslim, 
Dogri, Gojri, Pahari, Sikh, Ladhaki and other 
established minorities rights to buy proper-
ty, own land, and access certain state jobs, it 
was pointed out.
“These legislative changes may have the 
potential to pave the way for people from 
outside the former state of Jammu and 
Kashmir to settle in the region, alter the 
demographics of the region and undermine 
the minorities’ ability to exercise effectively 
their human rights,” the experts said.
They urged the Government of India to en-
sure that the economic, social and cultural 
rights of the people of Jammu and Kash-
mir are protected, and that they are able 
to express their political opinions and par-
ticipate meaningfully in matters affecting 
them.
The experts said they were in contact with 
the Indian government on this matter. VoM

Samjhauta express blasts     
Samjhauta express blasts, Pakistan restates call for 

justice for victims
UN experts condemns India for draconian laws malpractices, undermining minorities’ rights

Senate elections  

PM Imran dedicated to ensure 
transparency through undermining role 

of money in election process: Shibli

Global equality     
Ambassador Munir Akram urges ‘for concrete measures 

to eradicate racism, subvert injustice

Pakistan to complete 
Iran, Afghanistan 

border fencing by June 
2021

Collaboration in value-added and food-
related products is increasing

BEIJING  
China will import dairy products  (Nestle 
cream) from Pakistan, 
The quarantine and SPS agreement process is 
about to complete, and there is a vital require-
ment for dairy products in western China 
provinces, according to Badar uz Zaman, Com-
mercial Counsellor Pakistan Embassy here.
Badar said that in Pakistan, livestock plays 
an important role and Pakistan is the fourth 
largest milk producer globally. Within the 
livestock sector, milk is the largest single com-
modity.
“In Pakistan, the production of fresh milk is 
about 50 million tonnes. We have a strong 
livestock history that many multinational and 
the local companies are processing milk. And 
the additional cream that is extracting is a 
great exportable product”, he mentioned.
He further said that Chinese Huiyu group has 
taken up the process and signed an MOU with 
Nestle Pakistan.
They are about to complete the process of get-
ting permission to import into China. They 
have a solid distribution base in China.
“Chinese customers are very eager to use that 
cream. The samples distributed among the 
Chinese buyers, and they liked it very much, 
and there is great potential as Pakistani dairy 
products prices are low.
The quality is exceptionally high as per the 
taste of the Chinese consumers”, Badar told 
CEN.
He added that the collaboration in value-add-
ed and food-related products is increasing. We 
will see more and more products from Paki-
stan, like biscuits and confectionery items.
Pakistan is also a good producer of sugar. 
Nowadays, there is a strong trend of increas-
ing the value and making the high value-add-
ed products and Chinese appetite for the Paki-
stani food items are on the rise.
“So in the backdrop of this significant demand 
from the Chinese consumer, various compa-
nies’ collaboration increases what we have 
seen that there are national pavilions in Yiwu, 
Qingdao and Shanghai.
The Chinese enterprises are permanently 
placing the Pakistani food products in those 
pavilions”, Badar stated. VoM

Commitment of the government in strengthen-
ing the agriculture sector as it is the backbone of 

Pakistani economy
ISLAMABAD 

The Federal Minister for National Food 
Security and Research, Syed Fakhar Imam 
Friday appreciated the support of the 
Dutch government in building the capacity 
of farmers.
He expressed the commitment of the gov-
ernment in strengthening the agriculture 
sector as it is the backbone of Pakistani 
economy.
He said this while speaking the launch of a 
capacity building project for smallholder’s 
potato growers in Punjab, hosted by the 
Embassy of Kingdom of Netherlands, said 
a press release issued here.
Acknowledging the achievements of the 
Netherlands in agriculture and being the 
second largest exporter of agri- products, 
the minister hoped the Pakistani farmers 
will acquire techniques and skills to en-
hance their productivity.
Dutch Ambassador Wouter Plomp in his 
remarks said that food security is a grow-
ing concern globally, especially in this re-
gion due to impacts of climate change and 
rapid increase in population.
“Meeting up with nutritious food demand 
is a challenge for Pakistan, and the Nether-
lands has knowledge, technology and skills 
to help Pakistan overcome these challeng-
es. For instance, Pakistan imports 13.000 
metric tonnes of seed potatoes from the 
Netherlands per annum”, he added.
Supported by the Netherlands Enterprise 
Agency (RVO), the two and a half years 
project is meant to help increase produc-
tivity and sustainability of 960 smallhold-
er potato growers in four core districts of 
Punjab (Sahiwal, Okara, Kasur and Pakpat-
tan) with special focus on strengthening 
the role of women.
The project will be implemented by the 
Center for Agriculture and Bio-sciences In-
ternational (CABI) and leading Dutch agri-
cultural institute – Wageningen University.
The event was attended by Federal Min-
ister for National Food Security and Re-
search Syed Fakhar Imam, CABI Senior 
Regional Director Asia Babar Bajwa and 
Pakistan Farmers Asscoiates President 
Afaq Tiwana. VoM

Global market 
After disappointing jobs data, sterling shines, 

Dollar slips further 

Sudan crisis   
UN report: South Sudan’s violence ‘worse’ 

than in civil war
U.S. currency had been rising 

as a jump in Treasury yields on 
the back of the so-called refla-
tion trade encouraged inves-
tors back into the greenback

NEW YORK/LONDON

The U.S. dollar slipped fur-
ther on Friday and the euro 
rebounded after disappoint-
ing U.S. data dented optimism 
for a speedy recovery from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, while ster-
ling edged towards the $1.40 
mark.

The U.S. currency had been ris-
ing as a jump in Treasury yields 
on the back of the so-called re-
flation trade encouraged inves-
tors back into the greenback.

But an unexpected increase in 
U.S. weekly jobless claims soured 
the economic outlook and sent 
the dollar lower overnight.

On Friday it traded down 0.1% 
against a basket of currencies, 
the dollar index now at 90.474.

The string of soft labor data 
is weighing on the dollar even 

as other indicators have shown 
resilience, and as President Joe 
Biden’s pandemic relief efforts 
take shape, including a proposed 
$1.9 trillion spending package.

The euro rose 0.2% to $1.2113. 
The single currency showed 
little reaction to German and 
French flash purchasing manager 
index data, which unsurprisingly 
showed a slowdown in activity 
in January.

Despite the recent rise in U.S. 
yields, many analysts think they 
won’t climb too much higher, 
limiting the benefit for the dollar.

ING analysts said that “the rise 
in rates will be self-regulating, 
meaning the dollar need not cor-

rect too much higher.”
They see the greenback index 

trading down to the 90.10 to 
91.05 range

Sterling has been the standout 
performer in 2021 and on Friday 
rose to $1.3987, an almost three-
year high amid Britain’s aggres-
sive vaccination program.

Given the size of Britain’s vital 
services sector, analysts say the 
faster it can reopen the economy 
the better for the currency.

The dollar bought 105.46 yen, 
down 0.2% and a continued re-
treat from the five-month high 
of 106.225 reached Wednesday.

Many analysts expect the dollar 
to weaken over the course of the 
year as it has traditionally done 
during times of global economic 
recovery, though it might take 
some time to develop.

“It looks to me like there’s some 
exhaustion in that just-straight 
global reflation theme,” leading 
the dollar to trend largely side-
ways for now, said Daniel Been, 
head of FX at ANZ in Sydney.

The violence in South Sudan now 
is localized and differs from the 

civil war
NAIROBI

The scale of violence in South 
Sudan is “a lot worse” than during 
the country’s five-year civil war, 
a United Nations commission an-
nounced Friday, accusing senior of-
ficials of supporting armed groups 
that at times have included tens of 
thousands of fighters.

The new report by the Commission 
on Human Rights in South Sudan was 
a sharp warning that civilians are as 
much at risk as ever for atrocities 
including gang rapes, forced dis-
placement and abductions. The civil 
war that ended in 2018 killed an es-
timated nearly 400,000 people, and 
millions of people are still struggling 
to recover.

“The violence is continuing because 
people know they can get away with 
it,” commission chair Yasmin Sooka 
told reporters in Geneva. There is “no 
doubt that the coordination is really 
coming from the top.”

A spokesman for South Sudan 
President Salva Kiir said he needed 
to read the report before comment-
ing. A military spokesman could not 
immediately be reached.

The violence in South Sudan now 
is localized and differs from the civil 
war in that some combatants are not 
in uniform and community leaders, 
militias and religious figures are in-
volved, Sooka said.

She described attacks on civilians as 
being carried out along ethnic lines 
and often backed by “armed state and 
opposition forces.”

Hundreds of people were killed be-
tween February and November last 
year alone, the report says.

“When you look at the numbers 

of people who are being killed and 
displaced, and in fact the scale of the 
way in which women are experienc-
ing sexual violence, then certainly the 
numbers we see are worse than what 
we saw in 2013 or any period thereaf-
ter in South Sudan,” Sooka said, refer-
ring to the year the civil war began.

The report comes a year after 
South Sudan’s unity government was 
formed, with former armed opposi-
tion leader Riek Machar again be-
coming Kiir’s deputy. But more than 
two years after a peace agreement 
was signed to end the war, further 
implementation has been slow.

The new, more localized fighting 
began shortly after the peace deal 
was signed, and it continues to rav-
age the areas of Central Equatoria, 
Jonglei, Warrap and the Greater Pibor 
Administrative area.

Some of the affected areas have 
also been badly damaged by some of 
the worst flooding in memory, with 
hundreds of thousands of people 
displaced, while the scale of hunger 
in some places is reportedly edging 
toward famine.




