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The people who see a trag-
edy like this one as an op-

portunity for political point 
scoring are the ones who do 

not have any humanity left in 
them.

Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting

Shibli Faraz

India sponsoring terrorism in 
Pakistan: Minister for Interior

Beijing threatens ‘heavy price’ if US envoy 
travels to Taiwan

The Asian Telegraph

Govt taking 
comprehensive 

measures for 
security of 

citizens, uplift of 
Balochistan: Asad    

RAWALPINDI
Minister for Planning and De-
velopment, Asad Umar has said 
that incumbent government is 
taking all possible steps for 
security of citizens and uplift 
of Balochistan.In an interview 
with a private television chan-
nel, he said the Prime Minister 
would visit Balochistan for re-
moving grievances of Hazara 
community.Commenting on 
martyrdom of Hazara commu-
nity members, he said that an-
ti-state elements are trying to 
halt China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor, and economic activi-
ties in Pakistan.
The minister said terrorists 
are being funded by India to 
sabotage peace in Balochistan. 
VoM

Iran’s policy of state piracy menaces Middle East oil lanes
Iran’s IRGC naval units and their 
Houthi proxies thumb their nose 

at the world by seizing oil tankers 
plying the Gulf

Bureau Reporter
LONDON

Iran dialed up tensions in the Gulf this 
week when its troops stormed a South 
Korean-flagged tanker as it transited 
through the strategic Strait of Hormuz — a 
choke point through which a fifth of world 
oil output passes. The incident is only the 
latest in a long line of Iranian acts of “state 
piracy” in the flashpoint region.

The MT Hankuk Chemi was en route 
from Saudi Arabia’s Jubail to the UAE’s 
Fujairah on Monday when members of 
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
(IRGC) navy boarded the vessel and 
brought it to the port of Bandar Abbas in 
southern Iran, placing its multinational 
crew of 20 under arrest.

Iranian authorities alleged the tanker, 
carrying 7,200 tons of ethanol, was seized 
for infringing maritime environmental 
laws — claims the vessel’s owner denies.

Observers suspect the ship was in fact 
taken hostage as part of an ongoing row 
with Seoul over $7 billion in revenue 
from oil sales that remain frozen in South 
Korean banks under US sanctions imposed 

against Iran by the Trump administration.
Although the MT Hankuk Chemi is the 

first major vessel to be seized by Iran in 
more than a year, incidents of this kind 
have become all too common in the Strait 
of Hormuz and nearby shipping lanes. 
Several vessels have been boarded or 
mysteriously attacked since President 
Donald Trump ramped up his “maximum 
pressure” campaign, with Iran named as 
the likely culprit.

The IRGC navy has long used its fleet of 
speedboats to harass commercial shipping 
and military vessels in the region, seizing 
at least six ships in 2019 over alleged fuel 
smuggling. Iran has also repeatedly threat-
ened to blockade the strait if it is attacked.

Several incidents pre-date the cur-
rent tensions. In January 2016, the IRGC 
seized two US Navy riverine command 
boats after they entered Iranian territo-
rial waters near Iran’s Farsi Island. After 
a flurry of phone calls between then-US 
secretary of state John Kerry and Iranian 
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, 
the sailors were released unharmed 15 
hours later.

In March 2007, the IRGC detained 15 
British navy personnel from HMS Cornwall 
as they were searching a merchant vessel 
off the Iran-Iraq coast. They were released 

13 days later. A similar incident occurred 
in 2004 when six Royal Marines and two 
Royal Navy sailors were captured by the 
IRGC in the Shatt al-Arab waterway. They 
were released three days later.

The Iran-backed Houthi militia in Yemen 
has also launched repeated attacks on 
ports and ships in recent years, routinely 
planting marine mines in the southern Red 
Sea and in the Bab Al-Mandab Strait in the 
path of commercial shipping.

The militia has repeatedly rebuffed UN 
pleas to allow an inspection team to enter 
the FSO Safer, a 45-year-old oil tanker 
abandoned off the port of Hodeidah with 
1.1 million barrels of crude on board, to 
conduct urgent repairs. In an extraordi-
nary session, the UN expressed fears on 
July 15, 2020, of “catastrophe” if the vessel 
ruptured into the Red Sea. Reuters

Country’s foes trying to create 
sectarian, ethnic fragmentation, 

Senate told
Islamabad 

Nusrat Shaheen of Balochistan Awami 
Party took oath as Senator today (Friday). 
Chairman Senate Sadiq Sanjrani adminis-
tered the oath to her. Nusrat Shaheen was 
elected unopposed from the province against 
a vacant seat after the death of Senator 
Kalsoom Parveen due to Covid-19.

The House has now resumed discussion 
on a motion moved by opposition members 
regarding government’s crackdown on op-
position workers.  Taking floor of the House, 
Senator Mohsin Aziz said that it is unfortu-
nate that some of the parliamentarian con-
sider themselves a sacred cow.

He said he presented himself before 
National Accountability Bureau for his al-
leged role in the lease of land in Malam 
Jabba, Swat.

Speaking on the occasion, Senator Sassui 
Palijo criticized the government for allegedly 
targeting opposition for its political gains.

Senator Usman Khan Kakar said that gov-
ernment is lodging fake FIRs against PDM 
workers. Minister of State for Parliamentary 
Affairs Ali Muhammad Khan has said ene-
mies of the country are trying to create a rift 
between sects and ethnicities.

Winding up discussion on a motion in the 
Senate on Friday, The Minister of State said 
opposition’s remarks about crackdown on 
opposition’s workers are unfounded. He said 
public has rejected the opposition during 
their public gatherings.   Leader of the House 
Senator Shehzad Waseem in his remarks said 
that allegations from the opposition are ab-
surd and baseless.

He said opposition is trying to blame gov-
ernment for their failures when they were 
in government.

The Leader of the House said that people of 
the country have rejected opposition’s narra-
tive. He said Prime Minister Imran Khan had 
predicted that all opposition parties will be 
united to protect their own vested interests.

The Leader of Opposition Raja Zafar Ul 
Haq said government should accept criti-
cism openly.Those who also spoke on the 
occasion, Manzoor Kakar, Maulana Atta-
ur-Rehman and Tahir Bizenjo. Minister for 
Interior Sheikh Rashid Ahmed has said that 
India is involved in terrorism and subver-
sive activities in Pakistan.Talking to a pri-
vate news channel, he assured that Prime 
Minister Imran Khan would obviously visit 
Quetta to share his grief and sorrow with 
the bereaved families of victims in terror in-
cident. improve law and order situation in 
the country. VoM

Bahrain reiterates 
cordial relationship 

with Pakistan
US delegation paid visit to GHQ for Stra-

tegic Level Defense Negotiation
Rawalpindi 

Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa on Friday was presented with 
the Bahrain Order (First Class) by the Crown 
Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander and 
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Bahrain 
Prince Salman bin Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa for 
making significant contributions in defence 
cooperation between Bahrain and Pakistan.
The Army Chief had visited Bahrain on offi-
cial visit from January 6 to 8 and called on the 
Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander 
and Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Bahrain 
Prince Salman bin Hamad bin lsa Al Khalifa, 
Commander-In-Chief Bahrain Defence Forces 
Field Marshal Sheikh Khalifa bin Ahmed Al-
Khalifa and Commander Bahrain National 
Guard Lieutenant General Sheikh Mohammed 
Bin Isa Al Khalifa, said an Inter Services Public 
Relations (ISPR) press release received here.
During the meeting matters of mutual inter-
est, bilateral defence and security cooperation 
and regional security situation in Middle East 
came under discussion.
Bahraini leadership reaffirmed their special 
relationship with Pakistan and also pledged 
to keep working for even better relations be-
tween the two brotherly countries.
Later on the COAS also witnessed the clos-
ing ceremony of Pak- Bahrain joint military 
exercise AL-BADAR-V at Sakhir Camp .He ap-
preciated standard of training and the results 
attained. COAS said, “The exercise signifies the 
joint efforts of both nations against terrorism.”
Rawalpindi : A US delegation led by Mr Da-
vid Helvey, Assistant Secretary of Defence for 
Indo-Pacific Security Affairs visited General 
Headquarters on January 7th, 2021 to hold 
formal consultations on Pakistan-US Strategic 
Level Defence Dialogue.

Pakistan has a lot of potential for economic 
growth that should be highlighted more ef-

fectively to attract foreign investors
BEIJING

H.E. Nawaf Saeed Al-Malkiy, Ambassador of Saudi Arabia 
said that Saudi Arabia wanted to further deepen and 
strengthen its trade ties with Pakistan as both countries have 
great scope to promote trade in many areas. He said that 
Saudi Arabia wanted to see Pakistan as a growing economy 
as it was a very important country for the whole Muslim 
Ummah. He said this while addressing the business com-
munity during his visit to Islamabad Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry.

The envoy said that Saudi Arabia intended to further 
expand its commercial and investment cooperation with 
Pakistan. He said that Pakistan has a lot of potential for eco-
nomic growth that should be highlighted more effectively 
to attract foreign investors. He urged that the media should 
focus on projecting the positive things of Pakistan to change 
wrong perception about it. He said that misperceptions about 
Pakistan in foreign world needed to be changed to unlock its 
real economic potential. He assured that he would continue 
to work for further promoting trade cooperation between 
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia.

Speaking at the occasion, Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan, President, 
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry (ICCI) said that 
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia enjoyed very cordial relations, but 
the bilateral trade of around US$ 3.5 billion was much below 
the real potential of both countries, therefore, strenuous ef-
forts from both sides were needed to improve it. He said that 

Pakistan and Saudi Arabia were doing trade in limited items 
and they should focus on diversification of trade to achieve 
better results. He said that many high quality and cost effec-
tive Pakistani products including Halal food products, phar-
maceuticals, textiles, surgical instruments, rice, fruits, dairy 
products, sports wears, leather products, financial services, 
insurance & IT services and entertainment products could 
find good market in Saudi Arabia and Saudi Arabia should 
focus on importing these products from Pakistan.

Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan emphasized that both countries 
should focus on strengthening B2B contacts, exchange of 
trade delegations and participation in trade fairs on recip-
rocal basis to improve trade volume.

H.E. Mr. Nawaf bin Saeed Al-Maliky, Ambassador of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia called on Secretary Defence, Lt Gen 
(Retd) Mian Muhammad Hilal Hussain, here in his office at 
Ministry of Defence, Rawalpindi today. Secretary Defence wel-
comed the dignitary and conveyed that Pakistan attaches 
great value to its relations with Saudi Arabia.  VoM

Saudi Arabia desires to further uplift, trade, 
defense ties with Pakistan

Beijing opposes any diplomatic 
recognition of Taiwan and has 

pushed to keep it isolated on the 
world stage

WASHINGTON   
China on Thursday warned the United 

States would pay a “heavy price” if its 
United Nations Ambassador Kelly Craft 
made good on plans to travel to Taiwan 
next week.

Democratic and self-ruled Taiwan 
lives under the constant threat of in-
vasion by authoritarian China, which 
views the island as its own territory 
and has vowed to seize it one day, by 
force if necessary.

Beijing opposes any diplomatic rec-
ognition of Taiwan and has pushed to 
keep it isolated on the world stage.

Outgoing US President Donald Trump 
has sent multiple senior officials to 
Taipei over the last year as he clashed 
with China on a host of issues such as 
trade, security and human rights.

Craft’s January 13-15 visit will come 
just a week before the inauguration of 
US President-elect Joe Biden and cre-
ates a fresh diplomatic headache for 

the incoming administration.
“The United States will pay a heavy 

price for its wrong action,” a state-
ment from the Chinese mission to the 
UN said in response to the planned trip 
next week by Craft.

“China strongly urges the United 
States to stop its crazy provoca-
tion, stop creating new difficulties 
for China-US relations and the two 
countries’ cooperation in the United 
Nations, and stop going further on the 
wrong path.”

The American UN mission said 
Thursday evening that Craft would 
meet with Taiwanese officials and other 
members of the diplomatic community.

“During her trip, the Ambassador will 
reinforce the US government’s strong 
and ongoing support for Taiwan’s in-
ternational space,” the American state-
ment said.

She is scheduled to speak at the 
Institute of Diplomacy and International 
Affairs on January 14, “on Taiwan’s im-
pressive contributions to the global 
community and the importance of 
Taiwan’s meaningful and expanded 
participation in international organi-
zations,” according to the statement.

Taiwanese presidential spokesman 
Xavier Chang welcomed the visit, say-
ing it “symbolizes the firm friendship 
between Taiwan and the US.” Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has said he will 
visit Quetta as soon as the Hazara community 
buries the victims of gruesome Mach incident.
Speaking at a ceremony in connection with the 
launch of Special Technology Zones Authority 
in Islamabad, he said he will visit Quetta today 
if the slain coal miners are buried today.
The Prime Minister said the government has 
accepted all the demands of Hazara commu-
nity and the bereaved families will be compen-
sated and fully taken care of as they have lost 
their bread earners in the despicable incident.
Imran Khan said he also sent his cabinet mem-
bers to Hazara community to deliver a message 
that the government fully stands behind them.
Imran Khan said the Mach incident is part of 
the Indian conspiracy to instigate anarchy and 
sectarian strife in Pakistan. He said the Indian 
plot was to murder the religious scholars of 
different schools of thought. He commended 
the intelligence agencies for foiling four ma-
jor terrorist activities including one in out-
side Islamabad. He said we have put out the 
fire which the enemy was conspiring to stoke 

through sectarianism.
Turning to the launch of Special Technology 
Zones Authority, the Prime Minister said the 
step is aimed at giving incentives to the IT sec-
tor to bolster its growth. This, he said, will pro-
vide immense job opportunities to the youth 
and boost our IT related exports.
The Prime Minister said our expatriate Paki-
stanis including those in the United States can 
benefit from the incentives being offered to the 
IT companies. He expressed the confidence 
that the establishment of technology zones in 
the country will also help attract foreign in-
vestment. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has directed to en-
sure sufficient availability of essential items on 
affordable rates and take indiscriminate action 
against elements involved in profiteering and 
hoarding.
He was chairing a review meeting in Islam-
abad today (Friday) regarding sugar prices and 
availability of the sweetener in the country.
The meeting was informed that action has 
been started against people involved in weigh-
ing less than the actual weight of the sugarcane 

and undue profiteering. In this connection, 79 
people have been arrested, while 190 cases 
have been registered.
The meeting was apprised that a virtual sitting 
of Commissioners of all divisions and Deputy 
Commissioners of all the districts is organized 
on daily basis to monitor sugar prices and avail-
ability of the commodity in sufficient quantity. 
Chief Secretary Punjab briefed the meeting 
via video link about sugarcane crop, crushing 
season and available stock of sugar in the prov-
ince.
Prime Minister Imran Khan says the govern-
ment consistently remained focused on provi-
sion of relief to the poor and labour class dur-
ing the first wave of Covid-19 pandemic.
He was chairing a briefing in Islamabad today 
(Friday) on decision making process and social 
and economic impact of Covid-19 pandemic.
The Prime Minister said the pandemic adverse-
ly hit the global economy, but with the blessing 
of Almighty Allah and timely measures of the 
government, Pakistan successfully tackled this 
difficult situation and the entire world is ac-
knowledging this. VoM

STZA Launching Ceremony
STZA aimed at giving incentives to the IT sector to bolster its 

growth: PM
Mach incident is part of the Indian conspiracy to instigate anarchy, sectarian strife in Pakistan

Pak-Cuba pledges 
extended cooperation in 

trade, culture
Pakistan, Bangladesh vows to mend ties

ISLAMABAD
President Dr Arif Alvi on Friday said Pakistan 
attached utmost importance to its ties with 
Cuba and wanted to enhance bilateral coop-
eration in areas of trade, economy, health and 
culture.
The President stated this while talking to the 
outgoing Cuban Ambassador Gabriel Tiel 
Capote, here at Aiwan-e-Sadr.President Alvi 
said both countries needed to identify and 
explore areas of trade and investment coop-
eration.He also stressed the need for cultural 
and parliamentary exchanges between the 
two countries.
Dr Alvi said Pakistan deeply appreciated 
the Cuban assistance in the wake of 2005 
earthquake by sending medical teams and 
providing scholarships to Pakistani medical 
students.High Commissioner for Pakistan Mr. 
Imran Ahmed Siddiqui called on the Hon’ble 
State Minister, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. 
Md. Shahriar Alam today at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 
The two sides discussed issues of mutual in-
terest and agreed to work further for promo-
tion of bilateral relations, says a press release 
received from Dhaka here today. The High 
Commissioner handed over a signed copy of 
Tripartite Agreement of 1974 to the Hon’able 
State Minister which had addressed all the 
outstanding issues between the two coun-
tries. 
The High Commissioner said that the agree-
ment should serve as a foundation for further 
strengthening of the existing fraternal rela-
tions. 
The High Commissioner further underlined 
that in order to establish productive com-
mercial relations, there was a need to address 
all non-trade barriers and efforts need to be 
made to facilitate frequent interaction be-
tween the business sectors of the two coun-
tries. VoM
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US Capitol Riots

Several American allies gave solid judgments of rioters who raged 
the US Capitol building in Washington recently. The riots let the 
country’s international adversaries utilize the riots to scrutinize 
the adequacy of the world’s largest democracy. The viciousness 
emitted after US President Donald Trump addressed dissent-
ers to rehash his bogus case that he won the US political elec-

tions in November. Scenes of armed rioters breaching and destroying the 
Capitol which interfered with Congress’ check of appointive votes to affirm 
President-elect Joe Biden’s success disturbed top representatives around the 
globe. Democratic pioneers responded with concern online, depicting the 
riotous scenes as “stunning” and “disreputable.” As the chaotic riot unfurled, 
a few foreign embassies in Washington gave a stay-at-home notification 
for their residents, and European pioneers started sending the language 
generally reserved for incidents in which vote based qualities and rule of 
law are under attack. Also, on Thursday, UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
gave a solid judgment against both the rioters and President Trump. There 
were however notes of mockery at others’ expense in the reactions from 
Russian and Iranian authorities. Iranian President Hassan Rouhani consid-
ered Trump a “sick individual” who had disrespected his nation during a 
broadcast discourse Thursday on Iran’s state-run news agencies. The protes-
tors were initially forcing the Senators to abandon the process of confirm-
ing President-elect Joe Biden’s victory while also imposing a lockdown on 
the building. However, after rising condemnations of the riots, President 
eventually called for calming down the situation and told the protestors 
that they were to now leave peacefully by saying, “Go home, we love you, 
you’re very special.” The current riots have sparked many security threats 
for the upcoming Biden administration. In other news, it was also reported 
that some of the rioters who stormed the US Capitol were later fired from 
their jobs after a few internets based hackers had publicized their identities. 

White Nationalism

The United States is surviving through a moment of significant 
and positive change in attitudes toward race, with a vast ma-
jority share of citizens understanding the profoundly embed-
ded historical legacies of bigoted structures and thoughts. The 
recent protests and public response to George Floyd’s murder 
are a demonstration of numerous people’s profound obliga-

tion to restoring the establishing ideals of the republic. In any case, there 
is another, more perilous, side to this discussion; one that looks to restore 
harmful political ideas of racial prevalence, stirs up the dread of immigrants 
and minorities to inflame complaints about political ends, and endeavors 
to assemble a nation of an embattled white majority which has to guard its 
capacity by all conceivable means. These ideas, once the safeguard of white 
nationalists groups, have progressively penetrated the standard of American 
political and cultural discussion, with harmful outcomes. There are very 
limited new thoughts that support white nationalism, racial oppression, the 
alt-right, and fascism. At its core, white nationalism is minimal more than 
an endeavor to cloak white supremacist thoughts in the more respectable 
language of racial separatism, similarly as the alt-right has attempted to 
repackage fundamentalist ideas in a more present-day structure. Every 
one of these variations is based on regular thoughts of white identity and 
racial superiority. They promote hatred and brutality as legitimate political 
tools, dismissing estimations of equality, coexistence, and the standard of 
law for raw force and ethnic division. Most US politicians have now realized 
that being straightforwardly connected with white nationalism hurts their 
reputation, so they use canine whistles, or euphemisms, to speak to white 
nationalistic allies without alienating more moderate ones. Others have 
traded their canine whistles for louder noisemakers; President Trump is 
perhaps the most noteworthy illustration of a politician who utilizes this 
plain approach.
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Today in History

Decision making is imperative

7 .142 Billion Minds on earth with diverse 
cultural, regional, religious, and even do-
mestic background daily make decisions. 
They belong to different age groups and 
gender. They may live together as a family 
unit under one roof but decision making 
is an individual phenomenon depending 
upon personal choice and analysis. How to 
make right decision probably the most dif-
ficult question in everyone’s mind. Isn’t? 
Then what should you do? Just leave it 
half way or should consult someone? Still 
confusing….?
Let’s suppose that you have been offered 
a long awaited promotion and pay rise in 
the company you are working for and at the 
same time you spot an exciting opportunity 
to make a horizontal move into an industry 
you have always been curious and passion-
ate about but never worked in before. All 
this happens just as you were thinking of 
finally handing in your notice and start-
ing the business you have been talking and 
thinking about for years. And of course 
ditching traditional work and traveling the 

world for a few years is still always a com-
pelling option …Does this sound anything 
like your life? This called a decision making 
process with many options to go for that 
happens rarely. On the contrary you may 
often have two options for making the final 
decision or otherwise only one choice for 
selection, go along or go alone. 
It’s so great and really worthy that the tech-
nology has advanced and made the world 
smaller and flatter. our minds have been 
opened up to more diverse possibilities 
and on a practical level making major life 
changes like changing jobs or continents 
has become easier than ever before, but 
way we are still restless? It’s because hu-
mans are creature with more curiosity and 
this doesn’t allow them to live and sit in 
ease? There may be several other opinions 
to justify such situation.    
But having more choices and opportunities 
doesn’t necessarily improve the quality of 
life and can even leave us overwhelmed and 
anxious. Matter of the fact is that whatever 
choices available to us, the real perk is to 
have an approach in life for making major 
decisions that expresses what is most im-
portant to us, and allows us to feel con-
tented. We usually have been brought up 
in a very left-brain-directed world, where 
the traditional decision making strategy 
is a very logical process that involves list-
ing each option, listing its pros and cons, 
and then weighing up your lists in order 
to make your decision. This can be useful 

in a very stable, predictable environment 
where we have all the information we need. 
So should we use our emotions instead of 
using our minds?  Most of the people treat 
their emotions as though they’re purely in-
cidental and sometimes even a hindrance 
in life. Emotions are often side-lined as 
impulsive and troublesome parts of our-
selves that has to be controlled and are of 
little value to us but in fact every emotion 
you experience is a clear signal to help you 
differentiate between the expectations and 
demands being placed on you and what’s 
truly important to your Essential Self. 
There have always been solutions for is-
sues. The implications of  making decisions 
are also immense. These issues can be han-
dled either by making decisions sensibly or 
doing it without analyzing the implications 
attached with it.    The same way secret for 
making decisions about your life is there in 
your hands, brain and heart. Use your brain, 
Ask from your emotions, What you love and 
what’s important to you can change just as 
much as the opportunities around you, so 
don’t be tempted to do this exercise once 
and then lock yourself into a long-term, 
blinkered life. plan in the hope that you 
won’t be distracted by all the new oppor-
tunities popping up around you. That’s the 
key to success

‘The Chase’ Opens With Heartfelt Tribute to Alex Trebek
BEVERLY HILLS

Long live the trivia king. ABC’s trivia show The 
Chase kicked off on Thursday, and host Sara Haines 
opened the show with a touching tribute to the 
late Alex Trebek.

“Before we launch this exciting new game show, 
we at ABC thought it was only fitting that we 
dedicate this show to the memory of Alex Trebek, 
the beloved host of Jeopardy! from 1984 until his 
recent passing,” Haines shared at the start of the 
premiere.

“We all stand on the shoulders of his legacy and 
hope that The Chase will do him proud,” she added. 
“And what better way to honor his legacy than 
to launch a show that stars Jeopardy!’s greatest 
champions of all time?... As Alex himself might say, 
‘What is The Chase?’”

Fans took to Twitter following the brief but 
heartfelt tribute and shared their appreciation for 
the recognition of Trebek’s legacy. The Chase is an 
adaptation of the British game show in which con-
testants face off against trivia masters, the masters 
in this case being Jennings, Holzhauer and Rutter. 
ET’s Kevin Frazier spoke to Haines as well as the 
three champions, who talked about the tribute to 
Trebek,  who died in November after a battle with 
pancreatic cancer. He was 80 years old.

“I think it was just in recognition of the fact that 
the kind of people who watch this show are still 
gonna be feeling sad, like all four of us were,” an 
emotional Jennings shared. “You know, we miss 
Alex. He’s synonymous with this kind of fun, brainy 

evening entertainment, and people have had him 
in their homes for decades, you know, we just 
wanted to give voice to that.”

Meanwhile, Haines talked about Trebek’s in-
credible legacy, and the bittersweet timing of the 
show’s premiere.

“I think trivia is always associated with Jeopardy! 
and Jeopardy! might arguably be the most famous 
game show that ever was,” she reflected. 

To know that the sad and tragic timing of when 

this show is coming out, the fact that these three 
men are kind of the center of it, and Alex sadly 
passes, I think it all was sad, but in some ways, was 
a passing torch or a baton of a beautiful moment 
where we get a spotlight -- three men that have 
really encapsulated massive journeys on Jeopardy! 
... so to come right at the beginning of a new year 
with all that a new year will bring our world right 
now, it’s a hopeful moment that I felt lucky to be 
a part of.”

Apple launches iTunes, revolutionizing 
how people consume music

SHANGHAI
On January 9, 2001, Apple launches 

iTunes, a media player that revolutionized 
the way people consumed digital media.

Bill Kincaid and Jeff Robbin, two for-
mer Apple employees, developed an MP3 
player called SoundJam MP in the late 
1990s. In 2000, Apple re-hired them and 
their partner, Dave Heller, to work on a 
similar player that would come standard 
with Apple computers. The first version of 
iTunes debuted early the next year, on the 
cusp of a new era in digital entertainment.

Along with the iPod, the MP3 player 
Apple released later in 2001, iTunes revo-
lutionized the music industry, providing 
consumers with a simple, portable way of 
listening to a large library of music. Sleek 
and focused on a simplified user experi-
ence, iTunes made it easy for users to burn 
CDs and to manage digital music files. 
Apple founder Steve Jobs is credited with 
iTunes’ success as a music marketplace. 
Seeing that music was easier to access than 
ever, but that record labels were losing 
money due to internet piracy, Jobs made 
a deal with the five major record labels to 
sell their content via iTunes. The fact that 
it was above-board and profitable for the 
music industry, combined with the cultural 

cache of its companion product, the iPod, 
made iTunes an unqualified success.

The iTunes store soon became one of 
the internet’s premier marketplaces not 
only for music but also for music videos, 
TV shows, movies, apps and podcasts. 
Artists recorded exclusive singles and 
released albums early on iTunes, and the 
iTunes Music Festival was a popular an-
nual attraction from 2007 until 2016. As 
the iPhone, released in 2007, overtook 
the iPod as Apple’s marquee product, the 
iTunes store remained prominent, but 
subscription-based streaming services like 
Spotify began to challenge iTunes itself. 
Responding to this shift, Apple launched 
Apple Music, which was compatible with 
but separate from iTunes, in 2015. On June 
3, 2019, Apple announced iTunes would 
not be included in the latest version of its 
Mac operating system. 

Some hospitals are seeing more cases of severe 
depression and suicidal thoughts among children, 

particularly attempts to overdose.
Islamabad 

Krissy Williams, 15, had attempted suicide before, but 
never with pills. The teen was diagnosed with schizophre-
nia when she was 9. People with this chronic mental health 
condition perceive reality differently and often experience 
hallucinations and delusions. She learned to manage these 
symptoms with a variety of services offered at home and at 
school. \But the pandemic upended those lifelines. She lost 
much of the support offered at school. She also lost regular 
contact with her peers. Her mother lost access to respite 
care — which allowed her to take a break.

On a Thursday in October, the isolation and sadness came 
to a head. As Krissy’s mother, Patricia Williams, called a 
mental crisis hotline for help, she said, Krissy stood on the 
deck of their Maryland home with a bottle of pain medica-
tion in one hand and water in the other.

Before Patricia could react, Krissy placed the pills in her 
mouth and swallowed.

Efforts to contain the spread of the novel coronavirus in 

the United States have led to drastic changes in the way 
children and teens learn, play and socialize. Tens of mil-
lions of students are attending school through some form of 
distance learning. Many extracurricular activities have been 
canceled. Playgrounds, zoos and other recreational spaces 
have closed. Kids like Krissy have struggled to cope and the 
toll is becoming evident. 

Government figures show the proportion of children who 
arrived in emergency departments with mental health issues 
increased 24% from mid-March through mid-October, com-
pared with the same period in 2019. Among preteens and 
adolescents, it rose by 31%. Anecdotally, some hospitals said 
they are seeing more cases of severe depression and suicidal 
thoughts among children, particularly attempts to overdose.

The increased demand for intensive mental health care 
that has accompanied the pandemic has worsened issues 
that have long plagued the system. In some hospitals, the 
number of children unable to immediately get a bed in the 
psychiatric unit rose. Others reduced the number of beds 
or closed psychiatric units altogether to reduce the spread 
of COVID-19.

“It’s only a matter of time before a tsunami sort of reaches 

the shore of our service system, and it’s going to be over-
whelmed with the mental health needs of kids,” said Jason 
Williams, a psychologist and director of operations of the 
Pediatric Mental Health Institute at Children’s Hospital 
Colorado.

“I think we’re just starting to see the tip of the iceberg, 
to be honest with you.” Before COVID, more than 8 million 
kids between ages 3 and 17 were diagnosed with a mental 
or behavioral health condition, according to the most recent 
National Survey of Children’s Health. A separate survey from 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention found 1 in 3 
high school students in 2019 reported feeling persistently 
sad and hopeless — a 40% increase from 2009.

The coronavirus pandemic appears to be adding to these 
difficulties. A review of 80 studies found forced isolation 
and loneliness among children correlated with an increased 
risk of depression.

“We’re all social beings, but they’re [teenagers] at the point 
in their development where their peers are their reality,” 
said Terrie Andrews, a psychologist and administrator of 
behavioral health at Wolfson Children’s Hospital in Florida. 
“Their peers are their grounding mechanism.”

Children’s Hospitals Grapple With Wave of Mental Illness

Author is an Executive Editor of Mélange int’l 
Magazine and Secretary Information Center of 
Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR)

Saima Zaman

O n January 9, 2007, Apple Inc. CEO 
Steve Jobs unveils the iPhone—
a touchscreen mobile phone 
with an iPod, camera and Web-
browsing capabilities, among 
other features—at the Macworld 

convention in San Francisco. Jobs, dressed in 
his customary jeans and black mock turtleneck, 
called the iPhone a “revolutionary and magi-
cal product that is literally five years ahead of 
any other mobile phone.” When it went on sale 
in the United States six months later, on June 
29, amidst huge hype, thousands of customers 
lined up at Apple stores across the country to 
be among the first to purchase an iPhone. In 
November 2007—by which point more than 1.4 
million iPhones had been sold—Time magazine 
named the sleek, 4.8-ounce device, originally 
available in a 4GB, $499 model and an 8GB, 
$599 model, its invention of the year. The iP-
hone went on sale in parts of Europe in late 
2007, and in parts of Asia in 2008. In July 2008, 
Apple launched its online App Store, enabling 
people to download software applications that 
let them use their iPhones for games, social net-
working, travel planning and an every growing 
laundry list of other activities. Apple went on 
to over 10 updated models of the iPhone. The 

iPhone helped turned Apple, which Jobs (1955-
2011) co-founded with his friend Stephen 
Wozniak in California in 1976, into one of the 
planet’s most valuable corporations. In 2012, 
five years after the iPhone’s debut, more than 
200 million had been sold. The iPhone joined a 
list of innovative Apple products, including the 

Macintosh (launched in 1984, it was one of the 
first personal computers to feature a graphical 
user interface, which allowed people to navigate 
by pointing and clicking a mouse rather than 
typing commands) and the iPod portable music 
player (launched in 2001), that became part of 
everyday modern life.

January 09,2007, Steve Jobs debuts the iPhone
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Eva Amurri finds love 
with chef

DUBAI
Actress and blogger Eva Amurri is starting 2021 with 
a new man in her life.
Susan Sarandon’s daughter finalised her divorce 
from former soccer player Kyle Martino in February 
last year, three months after announcing they had 
separated after eight years of marriage, but the new 
mum, who welcomed her third child with her ex in 
March, has since moved on from the split with a New 
York-born chef.
In a new entry on her Happily Eva After blog, she 
reveals she met her “wonderful boyfriend” Ian 
Hock after enjoying a night out at his restaurant in 
Westport, Connecticut with a mutual friend.
Describing him as “super loving, creative, handsome 
and funny”, Amurri recalls feeling “an immediate con-
nection and spark” with Hock, as they began forming 
a “really special friendship” before even going out on 
their first date.
Amurri also admits she was hesitant about diving 
back into the dating pool following her divorce, which 
she brands the “hardest thing” she’s ever done, but 
insists she is glad she felt comfortable enough to open 
herself up to the prospect of finding love again after 
so many years with her ex.

Dolly Parton has se-
cret song locked in 

Dollywood time capsule

DUBAI
Country queen Dolly Parton has recorded a secret song 
and locked it in a time capsule for music fans to hear 
in 2045.
The 9 to 5 hitmaker has sealed the track in a special 
box, created out of chestnut wood by her Uncle Bill, at 
Dollywood’s DreamMore Resort, the Tennessee retreat 
she launched in 2015, and officials are under specific 
instructions not to open it until the 30th anniversary 
of the venue’s opening.
In her book, Songteller: My Life in Lyrics, published 
last year, Parton revealed marketing executives came 
up with the unique idea to withhold the song, and she 
was intrigued.
She explained: “It would be a song that will never be 
heard until 30 years from the time we opened the 
resort. They said, ‘You’ll be long dead.’ I said, ‘Well, 
maybe not. I’ll be 99. I’ve seen people live to be older 
than that.’”

Billie Lourd glad she was 
pregnant during lockdown

Barbados
Billie Lourd is quietly glad her pregnancy fell during the 
COVID lockdown, because it allowed her to keep the news 
to herself.
The late Carrie Fisher’s actress daughter and her fiance, 
Austen Rydell, became first-time parents in September 
2020, when their son, Kingston, was born, and now the 
new mum has admitted she’s glad she was pregnant dur-
ing a pandemic.
“Only my family knew and nobody else knew (I was preg-
nant),” Lourd said to her stepdad, Bruce Bozzi, on his 
SiriusXM show Quarantined with Bruce.
In September Billie revealed her newborn by posting an 
image to Instagram of the baby’s feet poking out from a 
blanket, in a move that shocked many fans and followers, 
who had no idea she was pregnant.
“Introducing: Kingston Fisher Lourd Rydell,” she wrote.
“Everyone was so surprised when we posted that little pic-
ture of his feet,” Billie explained. “It got to just be something 
I shared with the people I loved the most, which was so in-
credible and made my pregnancy so magical and wonderful,” 
she went on.

Bureau Reuter
SHANGHAI  

A senior member of the International 
Olympic Committee has said he “can’t be 
certain” the postponed Tokyo Olympics 
will open in just over six months be-
cause of the surging pandemic in Japan 

and elsewhere.
The comments by Canadian IOC mem-
ber Richard Pound to British broad-
caster the BBC came as Japanese Prime 
Minister Yoshihide Suga declared a state 
of emergency on Thursday for Tokyo 
and surrounding prefectures.

“I can’t be certain because the ongo-
ing elephant in the room would be the 
surges in the virus,” Pound said speak-
ing about the future of the Tokyo Games.
Japan’s emergency order, which is 
largely voluntary, will be in force until 
the first week of February.
Tokyo reported a record of 2,447 new 
cases on Thursday, a 50% increase from 
the previous day — which was also a 
record day. Japan has attributed over 
3,500 deaths to COVID-19, relatively 
low for a country of 126 million.
It’s crunch time for Tokyo. Organizers 
say the Olympics will take place, but 
they are not expected to reveal con-
crete plans until spring. That’s about 
the same time the torch relay begins 
on March 25 with 10,000 runners criss-
crossing the country for four months 
leading to the opening ceremony on 
July 23.

Staff Report
Karachi

Karachi Kings will begin from where they 
finished their successful HBL Pakistan 
Super League 2020 campaign by taking on 
2019 champions Quetta Gladiators in the 
opening fixture of the 2021 edition at the 
National Stadium on 20 February.
On the following day, 2020 finalists Lahore 
Qalandars will take on 2017 winners 
Peshawar Zalmi in a day fixture, while 
two-time winners Islamabad United will 
square off against Multan Sultans in the 
evening. The 30-day 34-match tournament 
will culminate with the final at the Gaddafi 
Stadium in Lahore on 22 March, marking 
the first time the venue will stage the final 
since 2017.
To safeguard the integrity of the HBL PSL 
2021 and to ensure health and safety of all 
participants in the wake of the Covid-19 
pandemic, the PCB has decided to hold the 

matches in Karachi and Lahore only. The 
National Stadium will stage the first half of 
the competition, while the Pakistan cricket 
headquarters at the Gaddafi Stadium will be 
the venue of the second half of the competi-
tion, including the playoffs.
With regards to crowd attendances, since 
Covid-19 is an evolving situation, a deci-
sion will be made closer to time though 
the event organisers are continuously 

monitoring the situation and remain in 
close contact with the concerned govern-
ment officials.
While preparing the event schedule, the or-
ganisers have ensured each side is playing 
equal number of day and evening matches. 
Also, the event organisers have tried to 
make optimum use of the weekends while 
scheduling double-headers that will ensure 
maximum following and coverage.

Benchmark KSE-100 index rises 
0.68% to settle at 45,654.34

Bureau Report
KARACHI

Ignoring the ongoing political uncertainty, 
the stock market notched up handsome 
gains on Friday as investors focused on 
positive economic indicators.

According to the Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics (PBS), exports in December 
2020 showed a significant improvement 
and surged to $2.35 billion, an increase of 
18.3%.

Furthermore, the foreign exchange re-
serves held by the central bank rose 1.98% 
on a weekly basis, according to data re-
leased by the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), 
which boosted investors’ confidence.

However, political uncertainty amid con-
tinued sit-ins across the county by mourn-
ers of the Hazara community, which entered 
the sixth consecutive day on Friday, gave 
bears a chance to take charge at regular in-
tervals, wiping off most of the gains during 
the second session of the day.

The benchmark KSE-100 index opened 
up and continued its upward march during 
the first session, gaining over 600 points. 
However, the index plunged after resump-

tion of trading in the second session, none-
theless, bulls managed to pull the index into 
the green.

At close, the benchmark KSE-100 index 
recorded an increase of 309.80 points, or 
0.68%, to settle at 45,654.34 points.

Arif Habib Limited, in its report, stated 
that an improvement in leading macro in-
dicators such as growth in exports (highest 
monthly number since September 2013) as 
well as consistent increase in central bank’s 
forex reserves helped investors maintain 
upbeat sentiment.

“The impact was observed especially in 
banking sector stocks, which were relatively 
laggards in the previous bull-run,” it added.

Contributions were led by the banking 
sector in terms of points, however, selling 
pressure was noted in oil and gas market-
ing companies.

Among textile sector stocks, Interloop 
Limited performed well on the back of 
expected announcement of a new textile 
policy in the coming week.

Sectors contributing to the performance 
included banks (+160 points), engineering 
(+25 points), exploration and production 
(+21 points), textile (+21 points) and ferti-
liser (+21 points).

Individually, stocks that contributed 

positively to the index included UBL (+49 
points), MCB (+38 points), Oil and Gas 
Development Company (+26 points), 
Bank AL Habib (+25 points) and HBL (+21 
points).

Stocks that contributed negatively were 
Fauji Fertiliser (-17 points), Pakistan State 
Oil (-15 points), Mari Petroleum (-11 
points), Kohat Cement (-6 points) and Unity 
Foods (-5 points).

Overall, trading volumes surged to 696.4 
million shares compared with Thursday’s 
tally of 641.4 million. The value of shares 
traded during the day was Rs21.6 billion. 

Bureau Report
LONDON 

Many Scottish fishermen have 
halted exports to European Union 
markets after post-Brexit bureau-
cracy added days to their delivery 
times and hundreds of pounds to 
the costs of each load.

Fishing exporters have said their 
businesses could become unviable 
after the introduction of health cer-
tificates, customs declarations and 
other paperwork.

Business owners said they had 
tried to send small deliveries to 
France and Spain to test the new 
systems this week but it was taking 
5 hours to secure a health certificate 
in Scotland, a document which is 
required to apply for other customs 
paperwork.

In the first working week after 
Brexit, one-day deliveries were tak-

ing three or more days — if they got 
through at all.

Several owners could not say for 
sure where their valuable cargo was. 
A trade group told fishermen to stop 
fishing exported stocks.

“Our customers are pulling out,” 

Santiago Buesa of SB Fish said. “We 
are fresh product and the customers 
expect to have it fresh, so they’re not 
buying. It’s a catastrophe.”

Britain’s departure from the EU’s 
orbit is the biggest change to its 
trade since the launch of the Single 

Market in 1993, introducing reams 
of paperwork and costs that must be 
completed to move goods across the 
new customs border.

Those trading in food and livestock 
face the toughest requirements, hit-
ting the express delivery of freshly 
caught fish that used to move over-
night from Scotland, via England, 
into France, before going on to other 
European markets in days.

David Noble, whose Aegirfish 
buys from Scottish fleets to export 
to Europe, said he would have to 
pay between £500 to £600 ($815) 
per day for paperwork, wiping out 
most profit.

His concern is that this marks 
more than just teething problems, 
and says he cannot pass on the 
higher costs of doing business. “I’m 
questioning whether to carry on,” 
he said.

Scottish fishermen halt EU exports over Brexit delays

Hyundai Motor says 
it is in early talks with 

Apple, shares surge 
24%

Bureaau Report
CAIRO

Hyundai Motor Co. said it in was 
in early discussions with Apple after 
Korea Economic Daily TV reported 
that the two were in talks to cooperate 
on electric cars and batteries, sending 
Hyundai’s shares surging 24%.

“Apple and Hyundai are in discussions 
but they are at an early stage and noth-
ing has been decided,” Hyundai Motor 
said in a statement. The company did 
not give details about the nature of the 
talks with Apple and did not mention 
whether the cooperation involved elec-
tric vehicles.

Apple Inc. declined to comment.
In December, Reuters reported that 

the Apple is moving forward with self-
driving car technology and is aiming to 
as early as 2024 produce a passenger 
vehicle that could include its own break-
through battery technology.

The two companies work together on 
CarPlay, Apple’s software for connect-
ing iPhones to vehicles from a variety 
of automakers.

The Korea Economic Daily TV said on 
Friday that Apple and Hyundai Motor 
Group were negotiating and that the 
companies were expected to develop 
batteries at either Hyundai’s or its af-
filiate Kia Motors Corp’s factories in the 
United States.

Shares in Hyundai Motor jumped 
as much as 23.8%, hitting a more 
than seven-year high of 255,000 won 
($232.56), while auto parts maker 
Hyundai Mobis Co. Ltd. jumped nearly 
30%.

Bureau Report
NEW YORK

South Korea is set for the busiest year ever for 
new share sales as companies ranging from a digi-
tal bank, game developer to an electric car battery 
maker rush to take advantage of robust retail de-
mand, bankers and analysts said.

Its IPO market could raise up to 20 trillion won 
($18.40 billion), a record and about four times 
above 2020 levels, led by firms providing products 
that are more in demand from people stuck indoors 
due to the pandemic, analysts said.

Also, a move by the country’s financial regulator 
to increase the allocation of IPO shares to retail 
customers this year will drive up investment, they 
added.

The projection comes against a recent rally in the 
main KOSPI index to above 3,000 for the first time, 
with investors looking toward a broad recovery in 
exports beyond South Korea’s tech titans.

This is “shaping up to look like it could be a record 
year,” said David Chung, head of Korea investment 
banking at Goldman Sachs. “The majority of big 
mandates and IPO themes are around the tech-
nology sector.”

That includes companies that were offline but 
now, amid the health crisis, have built up a signifi-

cant online presence, Chung added. “That is where 
the growth is.”

Deals in the pipeline include a potential 4.6 trillion 
won float from KakaoBank, which has benefited 
from an inflow of customers from South Korea’s 
dominant chat app operator Kakao Corp. Kakao has 
a 32 percent stake in KakaoBank.

KakaoBank has picked advisers but not decided 
when it will list, a spokesman said.

An estimated 9-trillion won share sale by Tesla 
supplier LG Chem’s electric car battery unit is also 
in the pipeline, according to an analyst.

The IPO size or timing has not been decided yet, 
an LG Energy Solution official said.

South Korean companies raised about 4.7 tril-
lion won via initial public offerings in 2020, Korea 
Exchange data shows, surpassing the past two 

years, but behind an all-time high of about 10 tril-
lion won reached in 2010.

MORE SHARE SALES
EV battery maker SK Innovation’s chemical mate-

rial unit SK IE Technology (SKIET) is also expected 
to make its market debut this year, bankers and 
analysts said.

SKIET said it plans to complete the IPO process 
within 2021.

Consumer demand for EVs has been relatively re-
silient, aided by tighter environment regulations 
and the launch of new models.

In South Korea, a “New Deal” economic initiative 
that pivots on digital innovation and eco-friendly 
growth is burnishing the appeal of EV-related 
stocks.

Gaming company Krafton and SK Bioscience are 
also looking to raise about 5 trillion won and 600 
billion won, respectively, this year, Seoul-based SK 
Securities said.

In October, Krafton picked advisers for its IPO 
with plans to go public in 2021. A company spokes-
woman said on Friday there were no further details 
to share at the moment.

SK Bioscience was not immediately available for 
comment.

South Korea’s IPO market poised for record 
year on booming retail demand

Bureau Report
SHANGHAI

Ahead of a potential meeting be-
tween Saudi Arabian and Egyptian 
clubs in the final of the delayed 
2020 Arab Club Championship 
(ACC), French coach Patrice 
Carteron has declared that the 
Saudi Pro League is the stronger 
of the two.
Carteron, who has extensive ex-
perience in Africa and the Middle 
East, is better placed than most to 
make such a claim. Now in charge 
of Al-Taawoun in central Saudi 
Arabia, the 50 year-old has also 
had the unusual honour of coach-
ing the two giant clubs of Egypt, 
both Zamalek and Al-Ahly.
On Monday, Egyptian team Ismaily 
can reach the final of the ACC by 
defeating Raja Casablanca, an-
other of Carteron’s former clubs, 
to face Jeddah giants Al-Ittihad. 
After a 1-0 victory over the 
Moroccan team in the first leg 
way back in February, Ismaily are 
in the driving seat to face Ittihad, 
winners back in 2005, though 
the date of the final has yet to be 
confirmed.
Whatever happens, Carteron 
believes that Saudi teams are 
currently in the ascendancy in 
the region. “The Saudi League 
is stronger and better than the 
Egyptian, and there is no room 
for comparison between them,” 
Carteron said on Thursday. The 
tactician pointed to the fact that 
Al-Ittihad defeated Riyadh rivals 
Al-Shabab in the last four as evi-
dence. “The two Saudi teams that 
made it that far are not Al-Hilal or 
Al-Nassr, the best in the country.”
Carteron, who surprisingly re-

signed as head coach of Zamalek 
in September to be announced 
as new boss of Al-Taawoun just 
hours later, has a number of other 
reasons for his comments. “The 
presence of seven foreign players 
that each team can sign has raised 
the level of the competition in 
Saudi Arabia and there is also the 
presence of high-level coaches.”
The Saudi league may have quan-
tity (Egypt’s clubs are limited to 
four foreign players) but there 
is no shortage of quality either. 
Carteron pointed to strikers such 
as former French international 
Bafetimbi Gomis at Al-Hilal, de-
feated finalist in the 2019 edition 
of the ACC, as evidence of the tal-
ent in the country. He also believes 
that Al-Ahli’s Syrian star Omar Al-
Somah could play at the very high-
est level. “Al-Somah is a dangerous 
striker who could play in Europe 
for many years, and many Saudi 
players could play in Europe.”
Such talent helps to ensure that 
the Saudi Pro League games 
are competitive and unpredict-
able affairs, where players must 
be at their best or see mistakes 
punished. That was the case in 
Al-Taawoun’s last league game, a 
surprise 3-0 win away at second 
placed Al-Ahli.

Stocks gain 310 points on positive macros

Senior IOC member says he’s not sure Tokyo 
Games will happen

Al-Taawoun’s Carteron 
hails strength of Saudi 

football league

PCB announces PSL 2021 schedule



www.theasiantelegraph.net

Printed at Rouhani Art Press, Published by Amna Malik for Melange Media Group from office # 407/408, 4th Floor, Evacuee Trust, Agha Khan Road, F-5/1 Islamabad

Satturday , January 09, 2020

The Asian Telegraph

Bureau Report
LONDON  

A global equities rally pushed Japan’s 
Nikkei and U.S. stock benchmarks to 
new records on Friday while safe havens 
such as Treasuries and gold sold off as 
investors looked past political unrest in 
the United States and focused on further 
stimulus plans to mend the economic 
damage of the coronavirus pandemic. 
Risky assets including oil, emerging 
market stocks and bitcoin jumped, 
while a sell-off in 10-year U.S. Treasuries 
pushed their yields to the highest levels 
since March.
The surge came despite data released 
by the Labor Department that showed 
the U.S. economy shed 140,000 jobs in 
December, the first time that payrolls 
decreased in eight months. Yet investors 
expect that President-elect Joe Biden’s 
incoming administration will pass big-
ger fiscal stimulus and infrastructure 
spending plans.
“The economic reality stands in stark 
contrast to the markets’ view of the 
world – we are all living in the present, 
with a badly damaged economy, while 
the market is living in the future, expect-
ing a post-COVID or at least post-vaccine 

world,” said Chris Zaccarelli, chief invest-
ment officer for Independent Advisor Al-
liance.
MSCI’s gauge of stocks across the globe 
rose 0.77% following broad gains in Asia 
and Europe, pushing it to new records. 
The dollar-denominated Nikkei share 
average rose above its 1989 peak to a 
record high.
In morning trading on Wall Street, the 
Dow Jones Industrial Average rose 
79.85 points, or 0.26%, to 31,120.98, the 
S&P 500 gained 16.56 points, or 0.44%, 
to 3,820.35, and the Nasdaq Compos-
ite added 84.38 points, or 0.65%, to 
13,151.86.

“Investors are buying the end of an er-
ratic Trump administration and look-
ing forward to something new, which 
is a Biden presidency and the prospect 
of a significant spending program,” said 
Francois Savary, chief investment of-
ficer at Swiss wealth manager Prime 
Partners. Rising risk appetite weighed 
on bonds. Benchmark U.S. 10-year notes 
last fell 8/32 in price to yield 1.0966%, 
from 1.071% late on Thursday.
The dollar just about held on to its gains, 
helped by the rising yields. The dollar in-
dex gained 0.1% against a basket of cur-
rencies to 89.875 with the euro down 
0.17% to $1.2250. Reuters

The international community must 
establish clear, explicit and unam-
biguous standards on when States 
should close airspace under their 

jurisdiction
UNITED NATIONS  

A UN human rights expert has called for 
urgent measures to protect civilian air-
craft flying over conflict zones or other 
areas where military tensions are high, 
and recommended an independent moni-
toring body.
Agnes Callamard, the UN Special Rappor-
teur on extrajudicial, summary or arbi-
trary executions, made the appeal ahead 
of the first anniversary of the downing 
of Ukraine International Airlines (UIA) 
Flight PS752. The flight was heading from 
Tehran to Kiev on 8 January 2020 when it 
was struck by two Iranian missiles, killing 
all 176 people on board.
“The downing of Flight PS752 sadly 
highlights the insufficiencies of the in-
ternational conventions related to air 
safety, both in preventing military actions 
against civilian planes, and in ensuring 
proper investigations should they occur”, 
she said in a statement.
Ms. Callamard recalled that the missile 
strike took place against a backdrop of 

heightened tensions between Iran and the 
United States, in the aftermath of the as-
sassination of top Iranian general Qasem 
Soleimani, in a US-launched drone strike.
The aircraft was shot down just hours 
after Iran had launched a ballistic missile 
strike from home soil, on US forces sta-
tioned in neighbouring Iraq, in response 
to the killing of General Soleimani.
She has written to the Iranian authorities 
about the incident.
“This preventable tragedy requires ur-
gent action from all stakeholders includ-
ing States and airlines”, she said.

The rights expert has made recommenda-
tions for strengthening protection of pas-
sengers on board civilian airlines.
Closing airspace in situations of military 
tensions, “whether or not they are recog-
nised as armed conflicts”, is the most effec-
tive way to prevent attacks against planes, 
she said, yet authorities often fail to do so 
due to commercial or political reasons.
“The international community must es-
tablish clear, explicit and unambiguous 
standards on when States should close 
airspace under their jurisdiction”, she 
said. Reuters

Bush made veiled criticism of the 
“reckless behavior” of members of 
his Republican Party in fueling the 

“insurrection
WASHINGTON 

Secretary of  State  Mike 
Pompeo on Thursday hit 
back at  assert ions that  a 
mob attack on the Capi-
tol  showed the United 
States  to  be a  “banana 
republic .”
A number of  foreign crit-
ics  as  wel l  as  former US 
president  George W.  Bush 
made the analogy af-
ter  r ioters  st irred up by 
President  Donald Trump 
rampaged through a  ses-
sion of  Congress  that 
cert i f ied his  loss  to  Joe 
Biden.
“The s lander reveals  a 
faulty  understanding of 
banana republics  and of 
democracy in  America ,” 
said the top US diplomat , 

a  staunch Trump loyal ist , 
as  two other members of 
the cabinet  resigned over 
Wednesday ’s  violence.
“In a  banana republic , 
mob violence determines 
the exercise  of  power.  In 
the United States ,  law en-
forcement off ic ials  quash 
mob violence so that  the 
people ’s  representatives 
can exercise  power in  ac-
cordance with the rule 
of  law and constitution-
al  government ,”  Pompeo 
wrote on Twitter.
Bush in  a  statement 
Wednesday made vei led 
crit ic ism of  the “reckless 
behavior”  of  members 
of  his  Republican Party 
in  fuel ing the “ insurrec-
t ion.”
“This  is  how elect ion re-
sults  are disputed in  a 
banana republic  — not 
our democratic  repub-
l ic ,”  Bush wrote .  VoM

Biomass energy to be new starting point for CPEC 
energy cooperation: BEIPA

BEIJING
The de-coal initiative launched by Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan requires the country to develop clean energy 
to fill the energy gap.
In this process, “Biomass energy cooperation will be 
a new starting point for China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) energy cooperation”, Zhang Dayong, 
secretary-general of the Biomass Energy Industry Part 
Association (BEIPA), said on Friday.
Biomass energy, generated by utilizing effluent and 
waste, has become one of the most commonly used 
renewable sources of energy in the last two decades, 
second only to hydropower in the generation of elec-
tricity.
It accounts for almost 15% of the world’s total energy 
supply and as much as 35% in developing countries.
Biomass energy has huge potential in the process of 
coal removal and carbon reduction.
Zhang said in an interview, “It is environmentally 
friendly, due to biomass energy being a green, zero-car-
bon fuel, which will contribute greatly to the carbon-
neutral goal,” China Economic (CEN) Net reported.
“In addition, it can be utilized in a diversed manner. 
Unlike clean energy such as photovoltaic, wind power 
and hydropower, which are limited to power genera-

tion, biomass energy can also produce heat, oil and 
gas, even integrate business intelligence,” he added.
Finally, biomass energy, which is closely and directly 
related to citizens’ daily life, has a strong attribute of 
people’s livelihood. It can take advantage.
Pakistan is an agricultural country with a large popu-
lation. It has abundant resources such as waste in ur-
ban and rural areas, and a huge energy market, so it is 
suitable to develop biomass energy which can allevi-
ate multiple problems in Pakistan such as electricity 
shortage, climate change, and polluting emission.
The growth rate of biomass energy’s installed capacity 
in China is 25-30%. “In China, the industrial chain of bio-
mass energy has been established, Chinese technology and 
equipment is also the world’s leading level. VoM

Uplifting regional healthcare, 
China to work with Pakistan, 

other neighbors: Hua 
Chunying

Ehsaas survey executing 
smoothly across country: 

Dr Sania

ISLAMABAD 
A leading Indian military think tank 
has disclosed that every year, the In-
dian Army loses its personnel to sui-
cides, fratricides and untoward inci-
dents.According to United Services 
Institution Think Tank and in the past 
two decades, there has been a signifi-
cant increase in the stress levels of the 
troops.It said more than half of the 
Army seems to be under severe stress 
due to operational and non-operation-
al reasons.
It is worth mentioning here that 486 
Indian troops and police personnel 
have committed suicide in Indian il-
legally occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir since January 2007.Experts have 
pointed out that the guilt of killing, 
arresting, torturing and committing 
other atrocities on innocent Kashmiris 
without any reason also leaves deep 
impacts on the psychology of the In-
dian forces’ personnel. VoM

ISLAMABAD   
Pakistan has urged United Nations com-
mittee to act against NGOs involved in mas-
sive disinformation campaign to damage 
the reputation and hurt the interests of a 
member state.
In a letter to Chairman of the Committee 
on NGOs, Mohamed Sallam Adam, Ambas-
sador Munir Akram drew his attention to 
the “startling revelations” made by EU Dis-
infoLab, a Brussels-based independent and 
NGO, about the blatant abuse by at least 10 
NGOs of their consultative status with the 
Economic and Social Council.Pakistani en-
voy said that NGO Committee is mandated 
to regulate the United Nations’ relation-
ship with non-governmental organizations.
He also wrote that it is equally important 
that the committee undertake comprehen-
sive review of its working methods with a 
view to prevent such abuse by fake NGOs 
in the future.  On the other hand, analysts 
codemed india for its brutal measures.
Modi’s Hindutva agenda is posing a serious 
threat to regional peace. Modi is pursuing 
Hindu fundamental policies and believes 
that India only belongs to the Hindus. The 
minorities in India  are living as outsiders. 
The Muslimsare the direct victim of BJP’s 
extreme ideology. The Muslims mystics 
converted thousands of Hindus with their 
love and character. Modi is leading India 

towards global isolation. The world com-
munity must realize the catastrophic con-
sequences of BJP’s fundamental policies. 
India has lost its credibility to remain a 
member of the United Nations. The West 
has its economic and strategic interests 
linked with  India. The Western powers 
are envious of China’s growing influence 
and use India as a proxy against China. 
The United Nations has failed to counter 
the worst human rights violations commit-
ted by the fascist Modi regime. India must 
change its hegemonic mindset and make 
collective efforts for regional peace and 
prosperity.  India must pursue the strat-
egy of breaking the walls and building the 
bridges.
India has been using Afghan soil against 
Pakistan for the last many decades. The 
neighboring countries of Afghanistan must 
ensure that they will not use Afghan land 
for their interests. Afghanistan is a war-torn 
country and Afghan nation is a pluralistic 
nation.  The democratic, modern and reli-
gious segments of the Afghan society must 
tolerate each other and live in harmony. The 
Taliban and Kabul government should go 
for a ceasefire. The concerned stakeholders 
must resolve the issues through dialogues. 
The political bigwigs of Afghanistan must 
work for the welfare of Afghan people.
Lt Gen Retd Naeem Khalid Lodhi stated 

that The United States tilt towards India 
and Israel is further escalating tension in 
the region.  The United Nations is under the 
influence of the United States. Despite all 
the evidence and global reports, The world 
powers have failed to counter India’s state 
sponsored terrorism. Pakistan must use 
all its options to counter India’shegemonic 
agenda. It is high time for Pakistan to pur-
sue aggressive diplomacy to give a befit-
ting response to India’s malicious policies 
against Pakistan. Islamabad has effectively 
exposed New Delhi’s nefarious designs at 
the international front.Brigadier, retired, 
Said Nazeer,India is involved in proxy at-
tacks against Pakistan. New Delhi is envi-
ous of Pakistan’ s growing economic ties 
with China. There is a strong RAW and ter-
rorists nexus to destabilize Pakistan. India 
is using every option to sabotage peace in 
Pakistan. India is continuously using Af-
ghan soil to finance and train terrorists 
to fight against the Pakistan army.  Peace 
in Afghanistan is against the strategic in-
terests of India. The world powers must 
realize that any confrontation between 
nuclear states can bring catastrophic con-
sequences. India’s jingoistic behavior can 
lead the region towards destruction. The 
world community must take action against 
India’s state sponsored terrorism. India 
has initiated an arm race in the region. VoM

EU DisinfoLab report

Pakistan urges UN to act against NGOs involved in 
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India’s belligerent designs pose serious threat to regional peace, stability: Analysts

UN expert urges vivid standards to protect civilian planes 
during conflicts

Trump-inspired Capitol mob attacks, 
Pompeo says US not ‘banana republic’ 

Under CPEC, Pak-China cooperation will bring Pakistan’s 
biomass energy industry into a fast track: BEIPA

Military think tank states, 
Half of Indian Army under 

stress

Ehsaas programme could benefit 70 mil-
lion people after collecting their required 

data
DIKHAN

Special Assistant to the Prime Minis-
ter on Poverty Alleviation and Social 
Protection, Dr.Sania Nishtar Friday 
said that 61 percent of the survey 
being conducted under Ehsaas Pro-
gramme had been completed.Ad-
dressing a press conference at Circuit 
House here, she said 22 percent of 
the door-to-door Ehsaas survey had 
been completed in southern district 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, DIKhan and 
added it had been launched all over 
the country to gather data about the 
socio-economic status of households.
He said that households were rejected 
or included in the government’s flag-
ship programme on the basis of in-
formation which was collected in the 
survey.
Similarly, it would help determine 
who was eligible for Waseela Educa-
tion Programme, Ehaasas Loan and 
other initiatives.
Thus, she urged people to cooperate 
with survey teams by providing them 
accurate information so that genuine 
and deserving households could get 
benefit from the masses-friendly ini-
tiative.
She said that it was a digital survey 
which was being conducted in a trans-
parent manner, adding the amount 
could be withdrawn in KP from Bank 
Al-Falah while in other provinces 
Bank Al-Habib had been authorized to 
dispense the money through ATM.
She said that efforts were underway to 
extend the facility to ATMs of all banks 
so that people, especially women, 
could conveniently take the amount.
She said deserving people with dis-
abilities who were having computer-
ized NIC could get Rs2000 per month 
under a programme for the disabled 
ones.
She said that efforts were being made 
that Ehsaas programme could ben-
efit 70 million people after collecting 
their required data. VoM

China recently held meeting on anti-epidemic 
cooperation with Afghanistan, Pakistan, 

Nepal, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh
BEIJING

China wil l  work with Pakistan 
and other neighbouring coun-
tries  to  make greater  contribu-
t ion to  bui lding a  regional  com-
munity  with shared future for 
health ,  Chinese Foreign Minis-
try ’s  Spokesperson,  Hua Chuny-
ing said on Friday.
“China would l ike to  work with 
al l  s ides  in  implementing our 
consensus and make greater  con-
tribution to  bui lding a  regional 
community  with shared future 
for  health ,”  she said during her 
regular  brief ing in  response to 
a  question about  China recently 
held meeting on anti-epidemic 
cooperation with Afghanistan, 
Pakistan,  Nepal ,  Sri  Lanka and 
Bangladesh.
She informed that  China,  Paki-
stan Afghanistan,  Nepal ,  Sri  Lan-
ka and Bangladesh held the f irst 
meeting on anti-epidemic coop-
eration and poverty reduction 
cooperation on January 6 .
“This  is  a  fol low up of  the Chi-
na,  Pakistan,  Afghanistan,  Nepal 
Foreign Ministers  meeting in  last 
July  and the China,  Pakistan,  Ne-
pal ,  Sri  Lanka and Bangladesh’s 
Vice  Foreign Ministers  meeting 
last  November,”  he added.
The spokesperson said that  in 
this  meeting the representatives 
shared experience on anti-epi-
demic and poverty rel ief ,  adding, 
They talked about  deal ing with 
the impact  of  the pandemic ,  re-
suming economic and trade co-
operation,  deal ing with non-tra-
dit ional  security  chal lenges and 
advancing sustainable  develop-
ment and reached init ial  consen-
sus .
“It  shows our strong wil l  and 
confidence in  deal ing with chal-
lenges together and achieving 
cooperation,”  she added.

GLOBAL MARKET

Global equities soar to new records, bonds hit 
11-month lows, on stimulus hopes


