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I take the debate on the 
method of promoting democ-

racy seriously.
President Turkey

Recep Tayyip Erdogan

Vowing bilateral agricultural cooperation, Remote 
Pak-China online agriculture training to be arranged

Egypt, Germany, France, Jordan meet to revive 
Mideast talks

The Asian Telegraph

Govt taking 
steps to provide 

traders a 
business-friendly 

environment: 
President    

RAWALPINDI
President Dr Arif Alvi has urged the business 
community to take steps for the financial in-
clusion of differently-abled people by provid-
ing those jobs according to their skills and 
talents.
Talking to a delegation of traders led by Haji 
Tahir Naveed in Islamabad today (Monday), 
he said the government is taking steps to pro-
vide traders a business-friendly environment.
The President said the government has pro-
vided a financial stimulus package of over 1.2 
trillion rupees to support the business com-
munity and the poor. It kept the businesses 
open during the COVID-19 pandemic to save 
the economy from adverse impacts of the pan-
demic.
The President said that despite the pandemic, 
Pakistan’s economy is on the road to recovery 
and the surge in exports and 24.9 percent in-
crease in remittances were healthy signs for 
the economy of the country. VoM

Oil companies lock in drilling, challenging Biden on climate
Biden wants to end new drilling 

on those same lands as part of his 
overhaul of how Americans get 

energy, with the goal of making the 
nation carbon neutral by 2050

Bureau Reporter
BILLINGS

In the closing months of the Trump adminis-
tration, energy companies stockpiled enough 
drilling permits for western public lands to 
keep pumping oil for years and undercut 
President-elect Joe Biden’s plans to curb new 
drilling because of climate change, according 
to public records and industry analysts.

An Associated Press analysis of government 
data shows the permit stockpiling has cen-
tered on oil-rich federal lands in New Mexico 
and Wyoming. It accelerated during the fall as 
Biden was cementing his lead over President 
Donald Trump and peaked in December, aided 
by speedier permitting approvals since Trump 
took office.

The goal for companies is to lock in drill-
ing rights on oil and gas leases on vast public 
lands where they make royalty payments on 
any resources extracted. Biden wants to end 
new drilling on those same lands as part of his 
overhaul of how Americans get energy, with 
the goal of making the nation carbon neutral 
by 2050.

Companies submitted more than 3,000 

drilling permit applications in a three-month 
period that included the election, accord-
ing to data from the U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management. Officials approved almost 1,400 
drilling applications during that time amidst 
the pandemic. That’s the highest number of 
approvals during Trump’s four-year term, ac-
cording to AP’s analysis.

In Colorado, a dozen permits are approved 
or pending to drill in Pawnee National 
Grassland, a birding destination where wild-
flowers and cactuses bloom below the buttes.

In Wyoming’s Thunder Basin National 
Grassland, a prairie expanse that abounds 
with wildlife and offers hiking, fishing and 

hunting, oil companies EOG Resources and 
Devon Energy — which amassed the most 
federal permits this year — have permission 
to drill three dozen wells among fields of sage 
brush.

The administration issued more than 4,700 
drilling permits in 2020 — comparable to ap-
proval numbers from early last decade when 
oil topped $100 a barrel, roughly twice the 
current price.

Making it easier to drill was a centerpiece 
of Trump’s effort to boost American energy 
production in part by enticing companies onto 
lands and offshore areas run by the U.S. de-
partments of Interior and Agriculture.

The Center will be a model farm 
where students and farmers would 

be imparted training about the 
use of modern technology for 

agriculture
ISLAMABAD 

University of Agriculture Faisalabad 
(UAF) will set up a learning and coach-
ing center that will pave the way of 
arranging remote Pak-China online 
agriculture training.

The Center will be a model farm 
where students and farmers would 
be imparted training about the use of 
modern technology for agriculture.

Spread over 12 acres, the learning 
and coaching center, and model farm 
would be set up under academia-indus-
try linkages, says a report published by 
Gwadar Pro.

“In Pakistan, 80% of farmers are small 
farmers,” said Prof Dr. Muhammad Jalal 
Arif, principal officer of UAF. “Small 
farmers are now confused about where 
to catch the information, the seed, and 
the advanced technologies and facing 
mechanization and the profitability 
issues.

So our university wants to provide 
services to those farmers. Since farm-
ers and students are trained together, 

students can also learn from farmers 
with practical experience.”

Within the training center, differ-
ent departments are playing different 
parts. “As a professor of entomology, 
we give the training about how to 
apply pesticide without harming the 
environment.

The seed department provides ser-
vices about how we can use the safe 
and certified seed and how we can 
execute the better seed quality. In the 
department of soil and environmental 
sciences, they provide training on the 
use of fertilizer and nutrients.

Similarly, we are also training on the 
growing of vegetables and fruits, giving 
them the whole plan from production 
to export.”

“Farmers used to turn up sessions 
physically. Now, most of the training 
is online through the website and the 
media.”

The online training experience also 
makes the remote Pak-China online 
agriculture training possible. “We 
have Pakistan’s number one Chinese 
Confucius center at our university, 
where the Chinese language is being 
taught. We also trained our graduates 
from China.VoM

India sponsors 
terrorism in Pakistan, 

spoils Afghan peace 
process: FM

Rawalpindi 
 Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi has 
said India is backing terrorists in Pakistan and 
acting as a spoiler in the Afghan peace process.
In a statement on Monday, he said Pakistan 
has presented before the world community 
the irrefutable evidence about Indian terror-
ism.
He said we will continue to expose the true 
face of India before the world and in this re-
gard we are in contact with our friends at the 
level of the UN and Security Council. 
The Foreign Minister said India is bent upon 
destroying the peace of the region.
Shah Mahmood Qureshi said Pakistan will en-
gage with the new US administration after the 
New US President Joe Biden takes oath of of-
fice on 20th of this month.  He said he will also 
write a letter to the new US Secretary of State.
An Afghan delegation led by Hezb-e-Wahdat-e 
Islami Ustad Karim Khalili is arriving Islam-
abad today [Monday] on a three-day visit to 
Pakistan.
Foreign Office in a statement said during the 
visit, Ustad Karim Khalili will call on the Prime 
Minister and hold meetings with Speaker Na-
tional Assembly, Foreign Minister and other 
dignitaries.
The visit of Ustad Karim Khalili is part of Paki-
stan’s ongoing policy to reach out to political 
leadership in Afghanistan to forge common 
understanding on the Afghan peace process 
and deepen people-to-people linkages. 
Pakistan’s fraternal ties with Afghanistan are 
rooted deep in shared history, faith, culture, 
values and traditions. Pakistan fully supports 
all efforts for peace, stability and prosperity of 
the Afghan people. VoM

The Pakistan Army will offer tea, snacks, and look 
after the Pakistan Democratic Movement protesters 

if they arrive in Rawalpindi, said ISPR DG.
Rawalpindi

Major General Babar Iftikhar during a media briefing 
on Monday said “I see no reason for them to come to 
Pindi, but if they want to come then we will look after 
them,” he said while responding to a question about the 
opposition alliance’s march to Rawalpindi.

At the start of the press conference, he remarked that 
it is being held to tell the people of Pakistan about the 
country’s success against terrorism and brief them 
about the challenges it is currently facing.

At present, no organised terrorist structure is operat-
ing in the country. Pakistan has faced very challenging 
times during the last 10 years, he remarked. In 2020, 
our challenges included the locust invasion and COVID-
19 pandemic. Along with this, India continued to vio-
late the ceasefire agreement on our eastern border, 
while many terror attacks occurred on our western 
border.

“Despite all these challenges, the Pakistan Army, 
intelligence agencies, and people remained united to 
combat all them.”

We have taken steps to ensure the security of our 
border with Afghanistan and Iran and initiated many 
socio-economic projects on the western border, he said.

We even brought to the forefront the lies being 
spread by India, said Major General Iftikhar. The world 
has acknowledged it too because the truth always pre-

vails, he added.
Operation Raddul Fasaad
The Pakistan Army media spokesperson then pre-

sented three years’ statistics of Operation Raddul 
Fasaad.

Pakistan conducted a total of 371, 173 intelligence-
based operations during the operation during which 
72,227 weapons were recovered. Most IBOs (170,079) 
were conducted in Sindh followed by 89,827 in KP, 
77,263 in Balochistan and 34,004 in Punjab.

From 2007 to 2008, the Pakistan government had 
only 37% control of KP. Today, all tribal districts are 
under government control, he said.

In 2013, Pakistan was reporting 90 terrorist attacks 
a year and now the number has decreased to 13, said 
the ISPR chief.

He credited law enforcement agencies with averting 
50 terrorist attacks in 2020. “Suicide attacks have gone 
down by 97%.”

India promotes nefarious anti-Pakistan agenda: 
DG ISPR

Palestinians suffered numerous 
setbacks under the outgoing ad-
ministration of President Donald

CAIRO   
Egypt on Monday hosted the foreign 

ministers of Germany, France and Jordan 
to discuss ways to revive peace talks be-
tween Israel and the Palestinians, a week 
before President-elect Joe Biden takes 
office.

In Cairo, the Foreign Ministry said 
the aim of the meeting was to urge the 
Palestinians and Israelis to negotiate a 
“just and comprehensive political set-
tlement” on the basis of achieving a 
Palestinian state with east Jerusalem as 
its capital on territory Israel captured in 
the 1967 Mideast war.

The Palestinians suffered numerous 
setbacks under the outgoing adminis-
tration of President Donald Trump and 
complained about what they say were 
pro-Israeli steps from Washington.

Trump has sidelined the Palestinian 
Authority, recognized Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital and moved the U.S. 
Embassy there from Tel Aviv, slashed 
financial assistance for the Palestinians 

and reversed course on the illegitimacy 
of Israeli settlements on land claimed by 
the Palestinians.

Egypt’s President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi 
said last month that Cairo has been work-
ing toward a two-state solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, “taking into 
account the regional and international 
changes.” He was apparently referring to 
Biden’s election and the establishment of 
ties with Israel by four Arab countries — 
the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Sudan 
and Morocco.

France’s Foreign Ministry said the meet-
ing would discuss ways to have Israelis 

and Palestinians embark on talks, build-
ing on “the positive regional context” re-
lated to the recent normalization deals.

“It is a question of contributing, at the 
same time, to a resumption of dialogue 
between Israelis and Palestinians, with 
a view to resolving the conflict in the 
framework of international law,” the 
statement said.

Germany’s Foreign Minister Heiko 
Maas tweeted before leaving for Cairo 
on Sunday that the ministers would dis-
cuss “which concrete steps” that could 
help “build trust” between Israel and the 
Palestinians.

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan Monday launched Paki-
stan’s first instant payment system – Raast – to enable 
end-to-end digital payments among individuals, busi-
nesses and government entities instantaneously.
The Prime Minister while addressing the gathering 
termed the launch a major step forward by the State 
Bank of Pakistan towards Digital Pakistan and said it 
would help include the low income groups and make 
them part of the mainstream economy. He was optimist 
that it would go a long way in fighting poverty, particu-
larly in the rural areas.
Raast is part of Prime Minister Imran Khan Digital Paki-
stan vision to include poor segments of the society in 
formal economy.
The Pakistan’s Faster Payment System, Raast, would be 
used not only to settle small-value retail payments in 
real time but also provide cheap and universal access 
to all players in the financial industry including banks 
and fintechs.
Imran Khan said the instant payment system would 
not only document the economy, but also generate 
more taxes to help build the country. He regretted that 
only two million people in a country of 220 million paid 
taxes, which was not enough to build hospitals, schools 

and provide other basic facilities of life for the common 
man. He said only 3000 of the tax payers, pay 70% of 
the tax.
He said Pakistan’s foreign remittances have been con-
stantly on the rise for the past five months, and has 
helped stabilize the Pakistan Rupee. He said after a gap 
of 17 years Pakistan’s current account has gone into 
surplus and, lowered pressure on Pakistan Rupee and 
played a key role in strengthening the national econo-
my. Any pressure on dollar raises the cost of commodi-
ties – like edible oil, ghee, pulses etc imported for the 
common man, he said.
Prime Minister Imran Khan said with increase in rev-
enue collection, the government would create extra 
space for the government in spending on the human 
development – education, health, clean drinking water.
He said Pakistan was amongst one the top countries 
with highest growth rates in the region, but today it was 
left behind. He hoped a move towards Digital Pakistan 
would help put Pakistan back on track.
Khan said the people in Pakistan were used to cash 
economy, however now it was time to move forward.
Prime Minister Imran Khan said the program would 
help give a boost to the Ehsaas program; particularly its 
mobile wallet and extend its reach to the women in the 

rural areas. He said his government was working for 
the empowerment of rural women folk and have been 
included in various economic activities.
Prime Minister Imran Khan extended gratitude to 
Queen Maxima of the Netherlands specially for inclu-
sion of women in financial inclusion, the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation for their support in the launch of the 
program, also for Polio eradication, and the World Bank 
for its role in the launch.
Queen Maxima appreciated Pakistan on the launch of 
the instant payment system, effective strategy to deal 
with the Covid-19 pandemic, and the Ehsaas program 
for women empowerment.
According to the data available with the State Bank of 
Pakistan, digital payments only account for 0.2% of 
Pakistan’s 100 billion transactions today, whereas the 
share of digital transactions in the peer countries rang-
es from 1.5% to 7%.
Army Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa called on Prime 
Minister Imran Khan in Islamabad today (Monday).Di-
rector General ISI Lt. General Faiz Hamid was also pres-
ent.  National Security situation was discussed during 
the meeting.The unfortunate Mach, Balochistan inci-
dent was highly condemned. it was resolved that the 
perpetrators would be brought to justice.VoM

“Raast”   launching ceremony 
PM expresses commitment to include poor segments of the 

society in formal economy
Army Chief Calls on PM Imran Khan, holds strategic, security dialogue 

Pakistan, Turkey 
shares fraternal ties, 

embedded in common 
faith, culture and 

history
Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavuso-
glu will pay an official visit to Pakistan 

on 12-14 January 2021 along with a 
delegation

ISLAMABAD
Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
will pay an official visit to Pakistan on 12-14 
January 2021 along with a delegation. The 
Turkish Foreign Minister will hold bilateral 
talks with Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi and call on the Prime Minister and 
President during the visit. 
The two Foreign Ministers will review the en-
tire gamut of bilateral relations and exchange 
views on regional and international issues. 
Foreign Minister Cavusoglu’s visit to Pakistan 
is part of regular high-level exchanges be-
tween the two countries. 
This will be his third visit during the last two 
and half years. The fraternal relations be-
tween Pakistan and Turkey are deeply em-
bedded in common faith, culture and history 
and underpinned by exceptional mutual trust 
and respect. 
Pakistan-Turkey bilateral relations have been 
institutionalized under the High Level Stra-
tegic Cooperation Council (HLSCC), which is 
the highest level decision-making forum, pro-
viding strategic direction to further boost the 
partnership. 
Co-chaired by President Erdogan and Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, the 6th Session of 
HLSCC was held in Islamabad in February 
2020. The Strategic Economic Framework 
(SEF), signed at 6th Session of HLSCC, has 71 
action points for deeper cooperation between 
the two countries in diverse fields. Pakistan 
and Turkey enjoy close collaboration on is-
sues of mutual interest at multilateral fora 
such as the UN, OIC and ECO. VoM
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Mending Pak-Bangladesh ties

The stalled bilateral ties between Pakistan and Bangladesh seem-
ingly leap forward with the announcement of lifting all the visa 
restrictions for Bangladesh. The news is certainly one of the 
breakthroughs to expand the horizons of relations between the 
two states that remained frozen due to historical grievances. 
it is pertinent to mention that, Pakistani Prime Minister Imran 

Khan made a rare phone call to his Bangladeshi counterpart Sheikh Hasina as 
Dhaka declared pursuing a foreign policy of “friendship to all and malice to 
none” back in July year 2020. This significant development was later followed 
by a Pakistani envoy meeting with Bangladeshi PM and Foreign Minister AK 
Abdul Momen in Dhaka to negotiate the prospects of bilateral engagement 
and open avenues of cooperation. Despite numerous constraints, Bangladesh 
over the year has been amongst the top destinations of Pakistani exports. 
Nevertheless, with diversifying cooperation both states can build strong eco-
nomic relations with considerable positive sum-gains for both the countries. 
Statistically, total trade of $700.39 million in 2019-20, wherein Pakistani 
exports amounted to $654.79 million and import from Bangladesh stood at 
$45.60million. It said the government of Pakistan has included Bangladesh 
in List ‘A’ countries from October 2019 which has facilitated the travel of 
Bangladeshi businessmen to Pakistan. With extended cooperation and har-
monious ties, this figure can further be increased. Furthermore, smooth 
bilateral ties would allow for further collaboration in the realm of regional 
geopolitical, and security affairs. The CPEC project has already gained im-
mense significance in the regional geo-economic sphere, in particular, the 
Gwadar port would revamp the regional maritime trade architecture. By 
establishing cordial ties, Bangladesh can seek a massive advantage from 
the CPEC project. Notwithstanding, the historical grievances, both countries 
should look forward to establishing strong diplomatic ties, people-to-people 
cooperations, and partnerships through regional platforms.

Apprising Ehsaas Program

Ehsaas program is the flagship project of the ruling government 
PTI to facilitate the underprivileged community and uplift the 
standards of life of the poor class of the country. It is currently 
an umbrella initiative of 134 policies and programs, and the 
list is increasing concerning the societal exigencies and invest-
ment capacity on certain projects. Irrespective of the previous 

governments that solely relied on the infrastructural development through 
creating mega projects in the urban sector merely given them political mile-
age, however, this project tends to undermine the disparity and fragmenta-
tion. The countrywide Ehsaas Program campaign has a multidimensional 
program that aspires to create a viable environment for poverty reduction, 
equality promoting multi-sectoral partnerships and innovations. The pro-
gram vows to ensure the safety net for approximately a million families at 
the provincial and regional levels. To ensure sufficient healthcare facilities, 
under this program the government pledges to give financial invectives to 
targeted 10 million families. Furthermore, to ensure the better future of the 
poor class concerning education, the Ehsaas program providing Scholarships 
and education incentives for 5 million students that include 50% for the 
girls to focus on the women empowerment agenda through education. One 
of the key aspects is Financial and digital inclusion for 7 million individuals 
with a 90% women quota through this program. Given the fact, this pro-
ject has set new precedents of empowering the lowest class of the country 
that has become acutely vulnerable due to overriding miscued policies and 
non-aligned governance patterns in the tenures of previous rulers. This 
new project services in multi-dimensional ways. First, it is facilitating the 
most vulnerable class of the country. Secondly, it will fill the gaps between 
the social classes in foreseeable future. Therefore, no matter which party 
takes the leading role this project must sustain to ensure the consolidated 
patterns of governance in the country. 
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BRI and inclusion of central Asian states

China’s Belt and Road initiative  aims to make central Asia 
more connected to the world, yet even before the initiative 
was formally announced China had helped to redraw the 
energy map of the region. It had built an oil pipeline from 
Kazakhstan, a gas pipeline that allowed Turkmenistan to 
break its dependence on dealings with Russia and another 
pipeline that has increased the flow of Russian oil to China.
Chinese companies have funded and built roads, bridges 
and tunnels across the region. A ribbon of fresh projects, 
such as the Khorgos “dry port” on the Kazakh-Chinese 
border and a railway link connecting Kazakhstan with 
Iran, is helping increase trade across central Asia. The first 
Chinese-Turkmen tourism forum opened new horizons for 
residents of the two countries. The Turkmen visa service 
center named “Silk Road” was opened in Beijing. It will sig-
nificantly increase the flow of tourists, experts say. In 2017, 
about 10,000 Chinese tourists visited Turkmenistan, and 
14,000 travellers from the Central Asian country visited 
China. The two sides are planning to open direct flights and 
create new tourist routes. 
In June 2009, the opening service of the principal of-
fices of the Avaza National Tourist Zone occurred on the 
Caspian drift. The “Avaza” venture started by President of 
Turkmenistan possesses a unique place in the vital plans 
of the nation throughout the following decade and, in this 
way, is committed to aggregate the greater part of the most 
progressive accomplishments of world engineering, build-

ing, specialized outline and inventive thoughts. As of now, 
the cost of developed offices here is in excess of 1.5 billion 
dollars. 
In the second phase Specific consideration will be paid to 
the formation of a full-scale diversion and stimulation com-
plex – the development of a water stop, yacht and games 
clubs, eateries, campgrounds, a wide range of attractions, 
malls. Today safe stream runs 7 kilometres through the 
entire region of the resort. On the two sides of the, water 
driven structure finished entertainment territory will be 
broadened, sports and paddling, cruising regattas will occur 
there.
Turkmenistan’s position in China’s BRI project remains 
somewhat off the radar. It is remote, harbors a long and 
dangerous border with Afghanistan, and is the only Central 
Asian country not to have presented itself as a candidate to 
join the WTO. It is a strong willed nation, proud, and deter-
mined to follow its own “National Way of Development”, 
which essentially means an adherence to the old Soviet 
Union style of operations. The country has made little at-
tempts to modernize its economy, and as a result has the 
worst record of economic and trade liberalization among 
the former republics of the Soviet Union. Turkmenistan 
turns into important intersection of the railroads, large 
transport and transit centre of Eurasia. Turkmen railway 
constructors work actively on building of the line from 
frontier station Serhetabat in Mary Velayat to Afghan city 
of Turgundy. This important for neighbour country pro-
ject was launched on 29 November 2017, having blessed 
the start of the construction of the railway that opens 
large opportunities for Afghanistan to join transport and 
logistics system of Turkmenistan and entire region via 
Turkmenistan. This railway gives southern neighbour the 
most favourable mode of export of the production to foreign 
markets and import of required goods. This project will also 

support to the increment of the volumes of interstate cargo 
traffic as well as to the establishment of Turkmenistan as 
the key transport and logistics centre of the region and the 
continent.
The development of transport communications becomes 
one of the most important conditions of efficient interna-
tional partnership these days. This subject is explained in 
details in the book of the Head of the State “Turkmenistan 
– the Heart of the Great Silk Road” based on the facts from 
national history, extracts of ancient legends and events of 
modern life of the country. In his work, the President makes 
special mention that is one of the fundamental roles in the 
establishment and active operation of the Silk Route. 
Scientific sphere in Turkmenistan is considered as impor-
tant factor of the improvement of scientific and technical po-
tential as well as of the modernization of the country. As is 
known, the Concept of social and economic development of 
the State assigns leading role to innovative economy based 
on deep scientific and theoretical knowledge and wide prac-
tical experience joined together in efficient technologies.
The subject set by the Leader of the Nation is to bring na-
tional science to new world level of the development, to 
increase practical turnover of the researches and technical 
developments and to aim them to the solution of topical 
issues of social and state life. Special role in solution of this 
objective is given to the Academy of Science as to the main 
coordinator of scientific and research works and leading 
innovative, technological and experimental centre.

Dave Creek, ‘Bob’s Burgers’ and ‘Central Park,’ has 
died after a skydiving accident

BEVERLY HILLS
Dave Creek, a 42-year-old animator for sev-

eral popular cartoons, died Thursday following 
a skydiving accident, Rolling Stone and other 
media reported.

Creek was lead character designer of the 
Fox series, “Bob’s Burgers.” He also worked 
on “Central Park,” “Brickleberry,” “Happiness 
Is a Warm Blanket,” and “Charlie Brown,” the 
magazine reported.

Loren Bouchard - “Bob’s Burgers” series 
creator and co-creator of “Central Park” was 
among those who wrote tributes to Creek this 
week. 

Wendy Molyneux, a writer on Bob’s Burgers, 
wrote that Creek was beloved.

“If you love Bob’s Burgers, you loved Dave 
Creek,” she wrote. “He was an adventurous, 
funny, outgoing, amazing artist and one of the 
most incredible, interesting people I ever met.”

Creek graduated from the California Institute 
of the Arts. He’s been working as an adjunct 
professor at the school’s character animation 
department since 2015.

“Today we tragically lost our Lead Character 
designer and friend, Dave Creek,” Simon 
Chong, a director on Bob’s Burgers wrote. “A 
wonderfully brilliant and talented man who I 
can guarantee designed your favourite char-
acter on Bob’s at some point.”

NASA Extends Exploration for Two 
Planetary Science Missions

CALIFORNIA
As NASA prepares to send astronauts 

back to the Moon and on to Mars, the 
agency’s quest to seek answers about 
our solar system and beyond continues 
to inform those efforts and generate new 
discoveries. The agency has extended 
the missions of two spacecraft, follow-
ing an external review of their scientific 
productivity.

The missions — Juno and InSight — 
have each increased our understanding 
of our solar system, as well as spurred 
new sets of diverse questions. 

An independent review panel, com-
prised of experts with backgrounds in 
science, operations, and mission man-
agement, found the Juno and InSight 
missions have “produced exceptional sci-
ence,” and recommended NASA continue 
both missions.

The Juno spacecraft and its mission 
team have made discoveries about 
Jupiter’s interior structure, magnetic 
field, and magnetosphere, and have 
found its atmospheric dynamics to be far 
more complex than scientists previously 
thought. Extended through September 
2025, or its end of life (whichever comes 
first), the mission will not only continue 

key observations of Jupiter, but also will 
expand its investigations to the larger 
Jovian system including Jupiter’s rings 
and large moons, with targeted obser-
vations and close flybys planned of the 
moons Ganymede, Europa, and Io. 

The InSight mission is extended for two 
years, running through December 2022. 
InSight’s spacecraft and team deployed 
and operated its highly sensitive seis-
mometer to expand our understanding 
of Mars’ crust and mantle. Searching for 
and identifying Marsquakes, the mission 
team collected data clearly demonstrat-
ing the robust tectonic activity of the Red 
Planet, and enhanced our knowledge 
of the planet’s atmospheric dynamics, 
magnetic field, and interior structure. 
InSight’s extended mission will focus on 
producing a long-duration, high quality 
seismic dataset. 

• SOHAIL MAJEED BUTT
RAWALPINDI 

The Chairman Rawalpindi Development 
Authority (RDA) Tariq Mehmood Murtaza 
has been briefed on aerotropolis of special 
economic zones adjacent to the Rawalpindi 
Ring Road (RRR) project and airport by CEO 
Sher Saaz Company.

The directives were issued in a meeting 
held in RDA and chaired by RDA Chairman 
Tariq Mehmood Murtaza. Director General 
RDA Chaudhry Maqbool Ahmad, Khurram 
Farid Bargtt CEO Sher Saaz, Azizullah Deputy 
Director Engineering RDA, Muhammad 
Junaid Taj Bhatti, Deputy Director Finance, 
and others were present in the meeting.

Speaking on the occasion, Chairman RDA 
said that the development work on the 
economic zones will be started as soon as 
possible. He said famous aerotropolis of 
special economic zones are mining, oil re-
finery, petroleum, engineering, IT Park and 
residential areas. He said aerotropolis along 

with RRR to decongest the city and to set a 
new direction for growth of the city which 
is a key component of RRR. He directed that 
there should be no water pond or lake in the 
buffer zone of airport as it can attract birds 
causing risk of aircraft accidents. Barbed 
wires need to be installed to keep domestic 
animals from crossing the area, avoid install-
ing plants that are highly attractive to birds. 
Plant such trees in areas where the human 
interference is more to avoid incoming of 
birds, he added.

Ta l k i n g  a b o u t  b u s i n e s s  c o m m u n i t y, 
Chairman RDA said that the business com-
munity is the backbone of the country’s 
economy and concrete steps are being taken 
to provide facilities to it as per the vision 
of Prime Minister Imran Khan. He said the 
development work is being done on priority 
basis by the government to address the is-
sues faced by the business community dur-
ing the project’s execution.

Chairman RDA directs for no water pond or lake in the buffer zone of airport
TAT Special

On January 12, 1943, Soviet troops 
create a breach in the German 
siege of Leningrad, which had 
lasted for a year and a half. The 
Soviet forces punched a hole in the 
siege, which ruptured the German 

encirclement and allowed for more supplies to 
come in along Lake Ladoga. Upon invading the 
Soviet Union in June 1941, German troops made 
a beeline for Leningrad, the second-largest city 
in the USSR. In August, German forces, approach-
ing from the west and south, surrounded the city 
and rendered the Leningrad-Moscow railway 
useless. A German offensive attempted to occupy 
the city but failed; in light of this, Hitler decided 
to impose a siege, allowing nothing to enter or 
leave the former capital of Old Russia. Hitler 
intended to wait the Soviets out, then raze the 
city to the ground and hand the territory over 
to Germany’s Finnish allies, who were advanc-
ing on the city from the north. (Finland would 
stop short of Leningrad, though, happy with re-
gaining territory lost to the USSR in 1939.) The 
siege began officially on September 8, 1941. The 
people of Leningrad began building antitank for-
tifications and succeeded in creating a stable de-
fense of the city, but they were also cut off from 
all access to vital resources in the Soviet interior. 

In 1942, 650,000 Leningrad citizens died from 
starvation, disease, exposure, and injuries suf-
fered from the siege and the continual German 
bombardment with artillery. Barges offered 
occasional relief in the summer and ice-borne 
sleds were able to do the same in the winter. A 
million sick, elderly, or especially young resi-

dents of Leningrad were slowly and stealthily 
evacuated, leaving about 2 million people to 
ration available food and use all open ground 
to plant vegetables. A Soviet counteroffensive 
pushed the Germans westward on January 27, 
1944, bringing the siege to an end. It had lasted 
for 872 days.

January 12,1943, Soviet forces penetrate the siege of Leningrad
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Supermodel Miranda Kerr 
to headline Net-a-Porter’s 

beauty festival

DUBAI
Luxury e-tailer Net-a-Porter has announced the 
launch of its first beauty festival, The Beauty of You, 
set to take place from Jan. 11-25, featuring Australian 
supermodel Miranda Kerr and many others.
During the two-week event, online visitors will get 
to watch tutorials, talks and learn tips from their fa-
vorite experts.
The event is divided into four sections: “Wellbeing” 
from Jan. 11-13 with Kerr, “at-home spa” from Jan. 
14-16 with British-Ghanaian hair stylist Charlotte 
Mensah and skincare devotee Tata Harper, “skin” 
from Jan. 17-20 with German aesthetics doctor 
Barbara Sturm and founder of U Beauty Tina Craig, 
and “color & trend” from Jan. 21-25 with makeup art-
ist Mali Thomas. 
The event will be hosted on Net-a-Porter’s Instagram, 
with videos on IGTV, live, and Reel, and TikTok.  

Nora Attal, Imaan 
Hammam star in new 
Jacquemus campaign

DUBAI
French designer Simon Porte Jacquemus has unveiled 
his eponymous brand’s Spring 2021 campaign — 
and it stars part-Moroccan models Nora Attal, Imaan 
Hammam and Malika El-Maslouhi.
 Jacquemus, who launched his label in 2009 at the 
age of 19, presented his brand’s combined Spring 
2021 Menswear and Womenswear collection — titled 
‘L’Amour’ — via a physical show in a rolling wheat field, 
about an hour outside of Paris, last July during Men’s 
Fashion Week. 
The newly released campaign images and 
accompanying video were shot by fashion 
photographer and filmmaker Oliver Hadlee Pearch in 
the same fields of wheat where the show was set. 
For her part, British-Moroccan Attal – who is a runway 
fixture for Jacquemus – stunned wearing a cream-
colored skirt and cropped blouse paired with the 
brand’s signature chiquito bag.
Meanwhile, Dutch-Egyptian-Moroccan Hammam was 
a vision in a flared, wheat-colored pinstripe jumpsuit 
with thin shoulder and chest straps. 22-year-old El-
Maslouhi, who was born in Milan to an Italian mother 
and a Moroccan father, turned heads in a pair of coral, 
high-waisted trousers and a white, midriff-baring top. 
VoM

T. Swift ties Michael Jackson’s 
U.S. albums chart feat

Barbados
Taylor Swift has tied with Michael Jackson for the fourth 
most weeks at number one on the U.S. albums chart after 
taking Evermore back to the top.
The pop star’s surprise follow-up to last year’s bestselling 
release Folklore was released in December, and spent two 
weeks at the top of the Billboard 200 at the end of 2020.
Playboi Carti’s Christmas Eve release Whole Lotta Red 
knocked Swift’s album off the top last week but it’s back to 
claim a third week at number one.
Swift now has a total of 51 weeks at the top of the Billboard 
200, tying Jackson for the fourth-most weeks at the summit 
- only the Beatles, Elvis Presley, and Garth Brooks have more.
Swift is only one week shy of tying Brooks for third place 
with a full year’s worth of number ones - 52.
Evermore was preceded by the album Folklore, which was 
also released as a surprise in summer 2020. It debuted at 
number one on the Billboard 200 and spent eight weeks at 
the top. Folklore was the only album to sell over one million 
copies in the U.S. in 2020. 
Thanks to Folklore’s success, the Shake It Off hitmaker has 
shattered yet another U.S. chart record - she’s now the only 
artist to score five top-selling albums of the year, with the 
alternative album joining other bestsellers like 2019’s Lover 
and 2009’s Fearless. VoM

Bureau Reuter
SHANGHAI  

Saudi Arabia will host rounds 1 and 
2 of Formula E’s maiden campaign in 
Riyadh’s historic Diriyah.

The Kingdom will host the season’s 
opening for a third year in a row.
The Diriyah E-Prix will start at 8 p.m. 
Saudi time on Feb. 26 and 27, while 
the remaining races will be confirmed 

in early 2021 after FIA World Motor 
Sport Council grants approval.
The track will be illuminated with low 
consumption LED lights to reduce en-
ergy consumption. 
The number of tickets this year will be 
limited by the coronavirus regulations 
and sales will start later in January, the 
date is yet to be revealed.
“In 2019 Diriyah played host to the open-
ing round of season six, and it’s a privi-
lege to welcome the championship back 
for its debut round again this season – al-
beit against different circumstances this 
year… Once again we will make sporting 
history by hosting the first ever night 
race in Formula E. Our ambition is to 
enable Saudi citizens to attend the race 
and enjoy it first-hand, and we’re work-
ing hard to ensure the location is safe and 
secure for fans to attend,” Chairman of 
The Saudi Automobile and Motorcycle 
Federation Khalid Bin Sultan Al-Abdullah 
Al-Faisal said.

Staff Report
Karachi

Pakistan Head Coach Misbahul Haq has 
stated that skipper and star batsman 
Babar Azam’s absence was one of the 
main reasons behind the team’s disap-
pointing performance on the recently 
concluded New Zealand tour.
Babar did not feature during the entire 
tour due to thumb fracture.    
Pakistan lost the three-match T20I series, 
2-1, and were also clean swept, 2-0, in 
the Test matches against the home side.
“Babar Azam’s injury was a big issue for 
us. It was a big loss for us especially in 
Test cricket. We were affected morally 
and on the field due to this setback,” 
said Misbah during a press conference 
in Lahore. 
“We should accept that the opposition 
were better than us in all three depart-
ments. They have been playing good 

cricket for past couple of years. We also 
tried our best on the field during the se-
ries but unfortunately results did not go 
our way,” he added.
He also backed young pacer Naseem Shah 
to come good despite a difficult tour of 
New Zealand.
“We should not write off players after just 

couple of matches. I still back him and 
firmly believe that he will perform well 
in the future,” he said.
Misbah also opened up on pacer 
Mohammad Amir’s retirement from in-
ternational cricket and the latter’s res-
ervations with Pakistan team’s current 
coaching staff.

Benchmark index loses 0.11% to 
settle at 45,605.42

Bureau Report
KARACHI

The Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) on 
Monday succumbed to selling pressure after 
three trading sessions in the positive and 
the benchmark KSE-100 index shed nearly 
50 points amid a lack of positive triggers 
and an uncertain political situation.

During the trading session, remarks by 
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) Governor Dr 
Reza Baqir in an interview that Pakistan 
was in talks with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) to put its fiscal support pro-
gramme back on track caused optimism and 
the index surpassed the 46,000-point mark 
within the first hour of trading.

Furthermore, the central bank last week 
announced encouraging data of remittances, 
which stood above $2 billion for the sixth 
consecutive month in December.

However, all these encouraging develop-
ments failed to entice investors to keep up 
the uptrend and the market could not sus-
tain the 46,000 mark.

Political instability in the wake of contin-
ued standoff between the opposition and 
the government, coupled with news of in-

crease in power tariff by Rs1.06 per unit on 
account of fuel cost adjustment for October 
and November 2020, impacted the invest-
ment climate.

Earlier, taking cue from last week, stock 
trading began on a bullish note as strong 
investor sentiment lifted the market nearly 
455 points in the first few hours. However, 
the buying momentum could not be sus-
tained and a selling spree, emerging towards 
midday, weighed on the bourse, erasing the 
gains and dragging the index downwards.

At close, the benchmark KSE-100 index re-
corded a decrease of 48.92 points, or 0.11%, 
to settle at 45,605.42 points.

Arif Habib Limited, in its report, stated 
that the KSE-100 index crossed another 
milestone of 46,000 points by advancing 
455 points in intra-day trading. However, 
profit-booking eroded all the gains and 
the index declined 125 points during the 
session.

International crude oil prices remained 
range bound that caused lacklustre activity 
in exploration and production sector stocks. 
Similarly, profit-booking in banks and oil 
and gas marketing companies contributed 
to the attrition.

“Fertiliser sector stocks inched up on ex-
pectation of increase in urea prices, how-

ever, profit-booking kept the rise in check,” 
it added. “During the session, the SBP gov-
ernor hinted at a successful resumption of 
the IMF programme that supported positive 
investor sentiment.”

Sectors contributing to the performance 
included banks (-49 points), technology 
(-24 points), textile (-20 points), explora-
tion and production (-14 points), power 
(+50 points), pharma (+45 points) and 
chemical (+14 points).

Individually, stocks that contributed posi-
tively to the index included Searle (+44 
points), Kot Addu Power Company (+31 
points), Colgate-Palmolive (+24 points), 
Hubco (+18 points) and Bank AL Habib 
(+11 points).

Bureau Report
DUBAI 

The number of consumer com-
plaints logged in Dubai increased 
51 percent, mainly due to issues 
caused by the coronavirus (COVID-
19) pandemic, with refunds the 
main gripe among residents, offi-
cials said on Sunday.

The Commercial Compliance & 
Consumer Protection (CCCP) de-
partment of Dubai Economy re-
ceived 59,130 consumer complaints 
last year, a 51 percent increase 
compared to the 39,113 received 
in 2019, according to a report by 
WAM, the UAE state news agency.

Mohammed Ali Rashed Lootah, 
CEO of CCCP, said: “The growth in 
number of consumer complaints is 
also due to COVID-19 and the re-
stricted consumer-merchant com-
munication during the National 

Sterilisation Programme. We have 
been keen to activate communi-
cation channels with consumers, 
and encourage them to report any 
violation or challenge they faced 
in protecting their rights or having 
a pleasant shopping experience in 

Dubai during the pandemic crisis.”
Issues with refunds accounted 

for just over a quarter of com-
plaints (25.88 percent), followed 
by non-compliance with the terms 
of agreement (18.57 percent), dam-
age or defected products (13.13 

percent), commercial fraud (9.93 
percent), non-compliance with 
after-sales service (6.62 percent), 
and additional charges for the 
service or product (6.39 percent). 
Other issues that warranted of-
ficial complaint included, price 
hikes, shop policy incompatible 
with the law, non-compliance with 
warranty terms, refusal to repair 
a device, non-adherence to terms 
of promotional offers, price list 
mismatches, value-added tax, and 
fraudulent purchase of gold and 
diamonds.

“We always strive to reach ami-
cable solution to consumer com-
plaints, and strengthen relations 
between merchants and consumers 
through awareness programmes 
that clarify the rights and duties of 
both parties and enhance transpar-
ency in transactions,” Lootah added.

Refunds the top gripe as COVID sees Dubai consumer complaints up 51%

Saudi regulator stud-
ies direct listing on 

main market
Bureaau Report

CAIRO
M o h a m m e d  E l Ku w a i z , 

Chairman of the Capital Market 
Authority (CMA), said that di-
rect listing on Nomu Parallel 
Market was successful, and 
a new player will be directly 
listed soon.

Moreover, the Saudi market 
regulator is planning to allow 
direct listing on the main mar-
ket, taking into account the 
characteristics, nature and 
structure of the main market 
and the listed stocks.

Listing shares offer com-
panies, including industrial 
players, various privileges, 
ElKuwaiz explained, noting 
that the regulatory frameworks 
do not discriminate between 
sectors, but rather include all 
firms.

 These privileges include fi-
nance and marketing through 
listing, attracting cadres, sup-
porting acquisitions and growth 
and maintaining the company’s 
sustainability.

Stock market listing is more 
favorable for some compa-
nies, especially those with a 
specified business model, clear 
structure, sound governance 
and well-studied plans.

Other companies that do 
not have a clear business 
model should attract more 
partners gradually and adopt 
clearer frameworks, ElKuwaiz 
concluded.

Bureau Report
RIYADH

The open banking policy approved by the 
Saudi Central Bank (SAMA) on Sunday is ex-
pected to benefit the Kingdom’s financial tech-
nology (fintech) companies due to its advanced 
and varied services, experts said.

SAMA said in a statement that the policy 
would enable bank customers to securely man-
age their bank accounts and share their data 
with third parties. Customers will also have ac-
cess to bespoke financial products and services 
from the same platform and enjoy smoother 
daily banking activities.

Fadhel Al-Buainain, a former Saudi banker, 
said that it is a known fact that only the cus-
tomer and the bank have access to confidential 

banking information. Following the implemen-
tation of the new policy, however, a third party 
can also have access to such information if the 
customer grants it permission. In this way, cus-
tomers will be able to securely manage their 
bank accounts and share financial data.

“Competition between financial institutions 
will become fiercer once the policy has been 
implemented. Institutions will compete over 
offering innovative financial products to at-
tract more customers. Besides, customers can 
combine all bank accounts onto a single plat-
form,” noted Al-Buainain, who is a member of 
the Saudi Financial Association.

Digital services will improve as they constitute 
a significant part of the strategy for developing 
the finance sector, he explained, indicating that 
new financial companies will be able to offer 
their services to customers, especially in the 
private sector. The data available to the credit 
and investment sectors will also be enhanced. 

“Fintech companies will benefit the most from 
the policy because of their desperate need for 
financial data, which help them make sound fi-
nancing decisions. This in itself will increase the 
benefits that the digital sector will reap from the 
policy at a time when the finance sector needs 

a lot of digital development to keep pace with 
digitization,” Al-Buainain pointed out.

The policy will also improve trust among all 
stakeholders in a financial relationship, whether 
banks or fintech companies.

Dr. Abdullah Baeshen, a financial advisor, said 
the banking sector has seen major develop-
ments in terms of infrastructure and technology 
and is monitored closely by SAMA.

“The new open-banking policy will enable 
customers to use data easily and perform swift 
financial transactions through their bank ac-
counts — the backbone of any industrial or 
commercial transaction and even in the stock 
exchange markets. In only a short amount of 
time, fintech paved the way for a major industry 
to emerge and become a center of attraction in 
stock exchange markets,” explained Baeshen, 
who is the chairman of Team One Financial 
Consultants.

The new policy will develop the financial sec-
tor and help global banks penetrate the market, 
he said, noting that piracy, hacking and other 
electronic crimes continue to pose risks for ac-
counts and might lead customers to be skepti-
cal about a bank’s ability to protect its clients’ 
personal information.

Fintech companies to benefit most from 
SAMA open banking policy

Bureau Report
TOKYO

More than 80% of people in 
Japan who were surveyed in 
two polls in the last few days 
say the Tokyo Olympics should 
be canceled or postponed, or say 
they believe the Olympics will 
not take place.
The polls were conducted by the 
Japanese news agency Kyodo and 
TBS — the Tokyo Broadcasting 
System.
The results are bad news for 
Tokyo organizers and the 
International Olympic Committee 
as they continue to say the post-
poned Olympics will open on 
July 23.
Tokyo is battling a surge of 
COVID-19 cases that prompted 
the national government last 
week to call a state of emer-
gency. In declaring the emer-
gency, Prime Minister Yoshihide 
Suga said he was confident the 
Olympics would be held.
Japan has controlled the virus 
relatively well but the surge has 
heightened skepticism about the 
need for the Olympics and the 
danger of potentially bringing 
15,000 Olympic and Paralympic 
athletes into the country.
The Olympics could also attract 
tens of thousands of coaches, 
judges, officials, VIPs, sponsors, 
media and broadcasters. It is not 
clear if fans from abroad will be 
allowed, or if local fans will at-
tend events.
Japan has attributed about 3,800 
deaths to COVID-19 in a country 
of 126 million.
The TBS poll asked if the 
Olympics can be held. In the 

telephone survey with 1,261 
responding, 81% replied “no” 
with only 13% answering “yes.” 
The “no” responses increased 18 
percentage points from a similar 
survey in December.
In Kyodo’s poll, 80.1% of re-
spondents in a telephone sur-
vey said the Olympics should 
be canceled or rescheduled. 
The same question in December 
found 63% calling for cancela-
tion or postponement.
Kyodo said the survey covered 
715 randomly selected house-
holds with eligible voters. 
Neither poll listed a margin of 
error.
Japan is officially spending $15.4 
billion to hold the Olympics, al-
though several government au-
dits show the number is about 
$25 billion. All but $6.7 billion is 
public money.
The Switzerland-based IOC 
earns 91% of its income from 
selling broadcast rights and 
sponsorships.
The American network NBC 
agreed in 2011 to a $4.38 billion 
contract with the IOC to broad-
cast four Olympics through the 
Tokyo. In 2014 it agreed to pay 
an added $7.75 billion for six 
more games. 

Bears make comeback; KSE-100 sheds 49 points

Formula E returns to Saudi Arabia

80% say Tokyo Olympics 
should be called off or 

won’t happen

Misbah rues Babar’s absence on New Zealand tour
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Bureau Report
LONDON  

World shares came off record highs on 
Monday as caution over rising corona-
virus cases saw some profit-taking from 
investors, while elevated Treasury yields 
helped the dollar hit its highest levels in 
over two and a half weeks. 
Worldwide coronavirus cases surpassed 
90 million on Monday, according to a Re-
uters tally.
European shares dipped in early trad-
ing, with rising coronavirus cases across 
the continent and China dragging down 
commodity stocks. Germany’s DAX lost 
0.55%, Britain’s FTSE 100, Italy’s FTSE 
MIB, and France’s CAC 40 fell about half 
a percent each, and Spain’s IBEX fell 
0.2%.
The pan-European STOXX 600 index 
was down 0.3%.With Asian stock mar-
kets also lower, MSCI’s All Country 
World index, which tracks stocks across 
49 countries, was down 0.2%, just off 
Friday’s record high.Futures for the S&P 
500 slipped 0.6% from record highs, af-
ter gaining 1.8% last week.
“There was an awful lot of optimism 
about prospects for stimulus with the 
Biden administration winning those 
two Georgia Senate seats,” said Michael 
Hewson, chief markets analyst at CMC 

Markets in London, noting Friday’s re-
cord highs that followed the Democrats 
winning control of the U.S. Senate.
“Friday’s (U.S.) payrolls report was dis-
appointing, underscoring the need for 
more significant fiscal response. But as 
we head into week two (of the new year), 
I think some of that optimism has been 
tempered a little bit with profit-taking.”
In Asia, MSCI’s broadest index of Asia-Pacif-
ic shares outside Japan dipped 0.2%, hav-
ing surged 5% last week to record highs. Ja-
pan’s Nikkei was closed for a holiday after 
ending at a 30-year high on Friday.
South Korea reversed an early jump to 
fall 0.1%, and Chinese blue chips fell 1%.
Last week, Wall Street bankers warned 
of toppy stock markets and a looming 

retreat after exuberance from unprec-
edented economic stimulus had led to 
“frothy” asset prices.
“I think there’s a perception perhaps 
markets are getting slightly ahead of 
themselves,” Hewson said.
Mark Haefele, chief investment officer at 
UBS Global Wealth Management, said in 
a note to clients that he didn’t see valua-
tions as a barrier for the equity rally to 
continue, “especially against the back-
drop of continued policy stimulus and 
the rollout of vaccines.” Longer-term 
Treasury yields were at their highest 
since March after Friday’s weak jobs 
report fanned speculation of more U.S. 
fiscal stimulus now that the Democrats 
have control of the government.

The project named “The Line” will 
be home to a million people and 

have no cars and no streets
UNITED NATIONS  

Saudi Arabia has announced a huge new 
zero-carbon city to be built at NEOM in 
northwestern Saudi Arabia.
According to Arab News that the proj-
ect named “The Line” will be home to a 
million people and have no cars and no 
streets, Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman said in a video released on Sunday.
The city will be a 170 kilometer belt of 
“hyper-connected future communities,” 
and will be built around the natural envi-
ronment, he said.
“We need to transform the concept of a 
conventional city into that of a futuristic 
one,” Prince Mohammed said at an event 
to launch the city.
“By 2050, one billion people will have to 
relocate due to rising CO2 emissions and 
sea levels. 90 per cent of people breathe 
polluted air,” the crown prince said.
“Why should we sacrifice nature for the 
sake of development? Why should seven 
million people die every year because of 
pollution? Why should we lose one mil-
lion people every year due to traffic acci-
dents? And why should we accept wasting 
years of our lives commuting?” he asked.
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
announces “The Line” project at NEOM. 

(NEOM)Later. Al Arabiya quoted the 
crown prince saying that the infrastruc-
ture of the project is set to cost between 
$100 to 200 billion, and that the project 
was announced after three years of plan-
ning.
The crown prince also said the backbone 
of investment would come from Saudi 
Arabia and the Kingdom’s sovereign 
wealth fund – the Public Investment Fund 
(PIF) – as well as local and international 
investors for the Neom project.
The project is a direct response to some 
of the most pressing challenges facing hu-

manity, such as infrastructure, pollution, 
traffic and human congestion, NEOM said.
Construction of the revolutionary city 
will preserve 95 per cent of nature within 
NEOM and will commence in the first 
quarter of this year.
The project forms part of extensive de-
velopment work already underway at 
NEOM.
The Line’s communities will be cognitive 
and powered by Artificial Intelligence and 
the city will comprise carbon-positive ur-
ban developments powered by complete-
ly clean energy.

Finance Minister lauded the mecha-
nism for effective price monitoring 

and sound decision making
ISLAMABAD 

Federal Minister for Finance & Reve-
nue, Dr. Abdul Hafeez Sheikh, chaired 
the meeting of the National Price 
Monitoring Committee (NPMC) today. 
Minister for Industries & Production, 
Minister for National Food Security 
& Research, Special Assistant to the 
Prime Minister on Revenue, Provin-
cial Chief Secretaries, Secretary M/o 
NFS&R, Secretary Industries & Pro-
duction, Chairman FBR, Member CCP, 
Chairman TCP, MD PASSCO, MD USC, 
Member IT & Member National Ac-
counts from PBS and senior officers 
of the Finance Division participated in 
the meeting. 
The National Price Monitoring Com-
mittee (NPMC) reviewed the price 
trend of essential commodities espe-
cially wheat, sugar, eggs and edible oil. 
Secretary Finance briefed NPMC that 
prices of wheat and eggs have regis-
tered downward trend due to coordi-
nated and consolidated efforts of the 

Provincial governments. The Finance 
Minister directed the Provincial gov-
ernments and relevant departments 
to continue momentum of strict price 
monitoring for provision of basic 
items at affordable prices across the 
country. 
Federal Minister for NFS&R briefed 
NPMC about the current status of 
wheat stock across the country and 
assured that all possible measures 
will be taken to ensure uninterrupted 
supply of wheat at affordable prices. 
Minister for Industries & Production 
apprised NPMC that production of 
sugar is likely to increase this year 
due to improved sugarcane crushing 
activity and would eventually release 
pressure on upward price trend. 
Minister for Industries & Production 
Hammad Azhar also briefed NPMC 
about the steps being taken to control 
the prices of edible oil/ghee. The rep-
resentative from the Punjab govern-
ment briefed that a strict action has 
been taken against the role of middle-
men in sugarcane market as directed 
by NPMC. 

China has developed to grow the sample medicine 
is certainly a role model for Pakistan

ISLAMABAD
With the establishment of the China-Pakistan health 
corridor and more and more join hands in the medi-
cine field, traditional medicine cooperation between 
the two countries is booming.
A Gwadar Pro’s report says, authorities of the two 
countries are speeding up efforts to develop new 
drugs based on traditional Chinese medicine prescrip-
tions to boost the fight against the pandemic.
It is worth-mentioning that more than 92 percent of 
confirmed COVID-19 patients in China had used tra-
ditional medicine, according to a white paper released 
by the Chinese central government.
“Pakistan is in a very good time in the pharmaceutical 
sector. Even during COVID-19, there is some medicine 
taken from Pakistan to China.
Many companies are also exploring the markets in the 
development of new medicines and traditional medi-
cines to fight against the disease,” said Dr. Syed Iftikhar 
Hussain, senior vice president of Agribytand pharma 
consultant in CPEC related medicinal crops projects in 
Lahore.
“There are more than 3700 types of medical plants 
that have been identified in Pakistan. We even have 
some high-valued medicines that are not available in 

China.”
According to Syed, agricultural zones of pharmaceuti-
cal plants are widely scattered in Pakistan, yet there 
are hardly any qualified personnel to access the areas 
to take care and collect the plants. Syed and his team 
planed a program to solve the problem.
“From those areas, there are young generations who 
graduated from big cities like Islamabad and Lahore. 
Now we are giving them the apprenticeship training 
program.
The youngsters will then be the inspector supervi-
sor to the areas to collect the information of the plant 
species and production. They will also help the local 
farmers to plant and collect the medical plants scien-
tifically.” VoM

Japan applauses the first 
anti-polio drive of 2021 in 

Pakistan

Adversaries attempting 
to create strife through 
sectarianism: Interior 

Minister

WASHINGTON 
Israeli diamond and minerals magnate 
Beny Steinmetz went on trial in Swit-
zerland on Monday on charges of cor-
ruption and forging documents in an al-
leged bid to win lavish iron ore mining 
concessions in Guinea by paying mil-
lions to a former wife of late President 
Lansana Conte.
Steinmetz, 64, the only one of three 
defendants present Monday in the Ge-
neva court, has denied the charges. 
The alleged plot involved Steinmetz’s 
BSGR Group squeezing out a rival for 
mining rights for vast iron ore deposits 
in Guinea’s southeastern Simandou re-
gion over several years.
In an opening statement, Steinmetz 
lawyer Marc Bonnant said the alleged 
corruption took place many years ago, 
raised questions about why the other 
defendants were absent and called on 
the Geneva tribunal to declare “null and 
void” the case against the tycoon. VoM

ISLAMABAD   
In Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir (IIOJ&K), the Tehreek-e-
Wahdat-e-Islami has demanded of the 
United Nations to set up a special tri-
bunal to probe the killing of innocent 
Kashmiri youth in fake encounters by 
Indian troops.
The Tehreek-e-Wahdat-e-Islami 
spokesman in a statement issued in Sri-
nagar said that the Indian troops had 
martyred hundreds of youth in fake en-
counters in different areas of occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir during the past 33 
years.
He said that last year, Indian Army Cap-
tain Bhupinder Singh had killed three 
Rajouri youth in a fake encounter in 
Amshipura area of Shopian district.
The spokesman said that the police had 
confirmed in its charge-sheet filed in 
the court that Captain Bhupinder Singh 
had killed the youth in the fake encoun-
ter to get a reward of rupees two mil-
lion.
Meanwhile, the Bar Association, in a 
meeting held under the chair of Advo-
cate Nazir Ahmad Rongahas in Srinagar 
demanded an impartial probe into the 
killing of three innocent students by 
the Indian troops in a fake encounter in 
Srinagar.

On the other hand, Jammu and Kashmir 
People’s Movement has strongly con-
demned the cold-blooded murder of 
three boys by Indian troops saying fake 
encounters have become a new normal 
in the territory.
Meanwhile, in a statement in Srinagar, 
the Jammu and Kashmir National Con-
ference leader and Member of Indian 
Parliament Justice retired Hasnain 
Masoodi has urged fascist Modi govern-
ment for reversal of illegal actions of 
5th August 2019 in Indian Illegally Oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir.
On the other hand, An Indian newspa-
per withdrew a fake story about a re-
cent “visit” of Lisa Curtis, an aide to US 
President Donald Trump, to the Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
(IIOJK) following a rebuke from Ms. 
Curtis
The story in The Deccan Herald is ac-
companied by a photograph of Ms. Cur-
tis, deputy assistant to the outgoing 
president and senior director for South 
and Central Asia on the National Secu-
rity Council, standing next to an Indian 
official at the foot of a snow-covered 
hill, without identifying the location.
“This photo was taken in January 2017 
before I joined the (Trump) administra-
tion,” Ms. Curtis chided the newspaper 

on the Twitter Friday. “This journalist 
should’ve fact-checked”, she added.
The story, by-lined to Sameer P. Lalwani, 
is obviously part of India’s ongoing dis-
information campaign that EU Disinfo-
Lab, a Brussels-based independent and 
non-profit organization, exposed in a 
critical report about New Delhi’s use of 
fake Non-Governmental Organization 
(NGOs) to promote its agenda.
Responding to Ms. Curtis’ tweet, jour-
nalist Lalwani said that the report was 
removed within two hours of posting, 
adding, “I now believe it is likely inac-
curate …”
In the fictional report, Journalist Lal-
wani claimed that the US diplomat, 
who, according to him, was on back 
channel diplomacies, met politicians, 
members of civil society and security 
officials on the Kashmir visit.
Citing “sources”, the report also claimed 
that during the “high-profile” visit, Ms. 
Curtis spent time “taking feedback 
on the situation arising in Jammu and 
Kashmir post-abrogation of special sta-
tus of the valley.”
“Obviously the Indians have not learnt 
any lesson from the damning EU Disin-
foLab’s report about their machinations 
to spread disinformation,” a diplomatic 
observer said. VoM

Protracted Kashmir crisis

Escalating fake encounter killings, UN urged to investigate 
in IIOJ&K

Following protests, Indian paper removes fake story about US diplomat’s ‘visit’ to Kashmir 
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health corridor
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chief           

Indian top court lambasts govt for con-
troversial agricultural laws

DIKHAN
Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed 
has said enemies of the country are at-
tempting to create unrest through sec-
tarianism hence major cities have been 
put on high alert.Talking to a private 
news channel, he said terrorists have 
recently been arrested from Bhara Kahu 
and Sargodha.The Minister said for the 
first time in history of the country gov-
ernment has signed agreement in black 
and white with the Hazara Community 
and their demands will be fulfilled.He 
said investigation into killing of Usama 
Satti is going on and that the culprits 
have already been arrested after reg-
istration of case under strict clauses 
of the law.Commenting on the PDM, he 
said his prediction came true as the op-
position neither has plan to tender res-
ignations from the assemblies, nor they 
are going to boycot Senate and bye elec-
tions.
Sheikh Rashid said Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan will never compromise on the 
corruption cases against leaders of the 
opposition.
In India, the Supreme Court has criti-
cised the government for failing to 
break a deadlock with farmers protest-
ing against controversial laws for the 
agricultural sector.
During a hearing, Chief Justice Sharad 
Arvind Bobde remarked we are ex-
tremely disappointed at the way govern-
ment is handling the farmers protest. 
He said that the drawn-out confronta-
tion is causing distress among farmers.
The top judge suggested that the gov-
ernment should pause the legislation to 
address the formers concerns and said 
the court would pass orders if the two 
sides remained at an impasse.
Tens of thousands of farmers have been 
camped on the outskirts of the capital, 
New Delhi, for more than a month, and 
have planned to march toward the capi-
tal during Republic Day celebrations on 
26th of this month. VoM

Nationwide Polio immunization drive 
begins

Islamabad
H.E. MATSUDA Kuninori, Ambassador of Japan, praised 
Pakistan’s decision to launch the first polio vaccination 
drive of 2021 and reiterated Japan’s commitment to con-
tinue its support to eradicate polio from Pakistan and the 
globe. 
During the five-day campaign, around 285,000 polio work-
ers will engage in the vaccination of over 40 million chil-
dren, wearing masks, using hand sanitizers and maintain-
ing safe distances. Ambassador MATSUDA paid tribute to 
the frontline polio workers for the protection of children 
from polio in the harsh environment of COVID-19. 
This year marks the 25th anniversary of Japan’s anti-polio 
assistance to Pakistan. Its total assistance has reached US$ 
229 million. Ambassador MATSUDA added, “I sincerely 
hope that the year of 2021 marks a great step towards 
eradicating polio as well as controlling COVID-19. To that 
end, Japan will continue to focus on health, water & sani-
tation and education in terms of its assistance to Pakistan, 
which are necessary to ensure a healthy and cultural life to 
all citizens.”
Five-day national Polio immunization drive to vaccinate 
over 40 million children under the age of five starts on Mon-
day across Pakistan.
A supplementary dose of Vitamin A drops will also be ad-
ministered to the children aged 6 to 59 months during this 
campaign to help build general immunity to protect them 
from polio and other diseases.
According to Pakistan Polio Eradication Program, around 
285,000 polio frontline workers will visit parents and 
caregivers at their doorstep, adhering to strict COVID-19 
precautionary measures and protocols while vaccinating 
children.
Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on National Health 
Services, Regulations and Coordination, Dr. Faisal Sultan in 
a statement, said the Government is committed to achieve 
the goal of a polio-free Pakistan.
In Punjab, forty eight thousand teams have been formed to 
vaccinate over twenty million children.
In Sindh, nine million children will be vaccinated and ad-
ministered vitamin A drops during the campaign.
In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, twenty-nine thousand teams will 
administer vaccine to above seven million children.
In Balochistan, over ten thousands team will ensure provi-
sion of vaccine to 2.4 million children in door to door cam-
paign.
Polio teams will also be available at bus stops, railway stations, 
Afghan Refugees camps and other public places for the purpose.
Tight security measures have been taken for security of po-
lio teams.
Meanwhile, in Gilgit-Baltistan, during the campaign over 
two hundred and forty-four thousand children will be ad-
ministered anti-polio vaccine and Vitamin A drops. VoM

GLOBAL MARKET

Stocks slip on virus fears, dollar hits highest in 2-1/2 weeks


