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If you hear of an outbreak of plague in 
a land, do not enter it, but if the plague 
breaks out in a place while you are in it, 

do not leave that place,

 President 

Arif Alvi

Under framework of CPEC,   China and 
Pakistan can promote digital economy: Cheng 

US removes sanctions on pursuing diplomatic relationship with Taiwan

The Asian Telegraph

Two citizens injured 
in Indian firing at LoC: 

ISPR
RAWALPINDI

Two elderly citizens of same family 
have sustained injuries due to Indian 
army’s indiscriminate fire in Baroh and 
Khanjar Sectors along the Line of Con-
trol.According to ISPR, the Indian army 
troops resorted to unprovoked cease-
fire violation in the area and deliber-
ately targeted civil population with 
Mortars and automatics.The injured 
have been evacuated to nearby hospi-
tal for necessary medical treatment.
These are first two civilians’ casualties 
in this year. Indian troops have com-
mitted 38 ceasefire violations since 
first January this year. Namaze Janaza 
of Sepoy Naseer Shaheed was offered at 
his native town in Haripur today (Sun-
day).According to the Director General 
Inter Services Public Relations wing of 
Pakistan Army Major General Babar If-
tikhar, a large number of people from all 
walks of life attended Namaz e Janaza. 
Shaheed was buried with full mili-
tary honour.It is pertinent to men-
tion that Sepoy Naseer embraced 
shahadat during an intelligence 
based operation on terrorist hide-
out in Kani Roga, Doga Macha area 
of North Waziristan.Two terrorists 
were also killed in the operation.

 Oil prices witnesses upsurge this year despite new lockdowns in Europe
The Brent crude oil price has 

surpassed $55 per barrel for the first 
time since February 2020 and closed 

the week nearly at $56 per barrel
Bureau Reporter

SINGAPORE/SYDNEY/LONDON/MOSCOW
This is the first weekly energy 

recap for 2021, and oil prices are 
on an upward momentum.The Brent 
crude oil price has surpassed $55 
per barrel for the first time since 
February 2020 and closed the week 
nearly at $56 per barrel.West Texas 
Intermediate (WTI) crude futures 
have unexpectedly breached the $50 
barrier for the first time since early 
2020 and have closed the week at 
$52.24 per barrel despite the rela-
tively unchanged market fundamen-
tals.The bullishness in the market 
that drove oil prices higher came 
amid the prospects for a deeper fis-
cal stimulus in the US, vaccine opti-
mism and a weaker US dollar.The US 
Energy Information Administration’s 
(EIA) large bullish draw to crude oil 
inventories by the end of 2020 and 
the bullish outcome from the OPEC+ 
first meeting in 2021 also contrib-
uted to the price increase.The global 
stock rallies and gains in the US 

index futures likewise must have 
pushed the prices higher.It is obvi-
ous that oil prices moved up, build-
ing on recent strong gains in stock 
markets with the three major US in-
dexes pushing into record territory.
Clearly, stock market traders were 
unfazed by the chaos on Capitol Hill.
Oil prices have risen despite the new 
lockdowns in Europe that further 
delayed the prospects for demand 
recovery.The outlook for colder-
than-normal weather for Europe 
and the northern hemisphere should 
be supporting higher demand for 

heating oil as people turn up the 
heat during the lockdown. However, 
this factor is yet to clearly material-
ize on the petroleum refining mar-
gins. Although the year 2021 started 
with expectations for low oil prices, 
these hopes might be dashed as the 
prices have started to rise unexpect-
edly.The most bullish outlook for oil 
price was for Brent crude prices to 
hit the $60-per-barrel barrier in the 
second quarter of 2021.A sharp re-
covery in oil demand before the end 
of the first half of 2021 is driven by 
expectations of vaccine rollouts.

BEIJING
High-level and high-quality cooperation 
between China and Pakistan could boost 
the sharing of technologies and experi-
ence of the digital economy.It will also 
facilitate the building of a community of 
digital economy under the framework of 
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPECD), said a Chinese scholar Prof. 
Cheng Xizhong, according to China Eco-
nomic Net (CEN).Cheng Xizhong stated 
that Pakistan is known as the land of 
opportunity as it has tremendous and 
unmatched potentials. While technology-
enabled innovation is the major spur to 
productive growth, rapid advances in 
technology are enabling new business 
opportunities.As in the case, Pakistan`s 
efforts on the digital growth path will 
improve the business environment, at-
tract domestic and foreign investment, 
and accelerate the development of the 
national economy.As he pointed earlier, 
it was the right choice to go ahead with 
“Engage Africa”. Prof. Cheng reaffirmed 
that Pakistan’s commitment to the devel-
opment of the digital economy is another 
right choice.One right choice after another 
entails the wisdom and correctness of the 
policies made by the Imran Khan admin-
istration, which gives Pakistan great hope 
for fast economic development.Why has 
China’s economy recovered so quickly 
and so did that of  Pakistan’s? He believed 

the digital economy is the answer. In the 
battle against the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the digital economy with its strong vitality 
and great development potential has ef-
fectively hedged the downward pressure 
of economy in some countries including 
China and Pakistan.Hence, it’s time we 
give full play to the engine of the digital 
economy to achieve high-quality develop-
ment.The digital economy is an important 
path to activate the consumer market and 
strengthen the real economy. Digital tech-
nology has given birth to new Internet 
models such as live broadcast economy, 
cross-border e-commerce, Internet fi-
nance, and new industries such as online 
education, Internet health care, and online 
office.As a result, it creates a large number 
of individual and micro-economies, new 
employment space and opportunities, 
and more convenient digital products and 
services.Digital technology heralds the 
beginning of a new era, and it will usher 
in broad prospects for development in the 
form of the digital economy.Chinese State 
Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
and Pakistani Foreign Minister Shah Mah-
mood Qureshi recently had an hour-long 
telephone conversation. Both foreign min-
isters expressed strong commitment to 
further strengthening all-round coopera-
tion and taking the bilateral relationship 
to a higher level for the shared benefit of 
the two countries.

Mumbai case, Pakistan 
fulfilling obligations, 

India reluctant sending 
witnesses: FO

Legal process in the Mumbai 
case remained stalled due to 

reluctance by Indian side
Rawakpindi

Pakistan on Sunday said that it was fully 
abiding its own statutes and fulfillment 
of international obligations in Mumbai 
case, which was stalled due to Indian re-
luctance to send witnesses.“
  The investigations, prosecutions & sub-
sequent convictions, through due pro-
cess, are a reflection of effectiveness of 
Pakistan’s legal system, which operates 
independent of any extraneous factors or 
influences,” Foreign Office spokesperson 
said in a statement.He said legal process 
in the Mumbai case remained stalled due 
to reluctance by Indian side to send wit-
nesses for cross examination by Paki-
stani court. 
  The statement came following a US 
State Department’s response on convic-
tion of ZakiurRehmanLakhvi saying that 
they were encouraged on the develop-
ment; however his crime was “far be-
yond financing terrorism.”In a statement, 
the State Department urged Pakistan to 
further hold him accountable for his in-
volvement in terrorist attacks, including 
the Mumbai attacks.“The State Depart-
ment is encouraged to reserve its con-
cern for the active aiding, abetting, plan-
ning, promoting, financing & execution 
of terrorist activities by India for which 
sufficient irrefutable evidence has al-
ready been provided,” the Foreign Office 
spokesperson remarked.

There is huge trade potential in different sec-
tors of economy which needed to be explored

ISLAMABAD
The Ambassador of Italy to Pakistan Andreas Ferra-
rese on Sunday said the new economic mission would 
be deployed in Pakistan to further promote bilateral 
trade and economic cooperation in different potential 
areas.Initially the new economic mission would be 
established in major cities of Pakistan including Kara-
chi and Islamabad and later it would be expanded to 
other potential trade hubs to increase the economic 
and trade integration between Pakistan and Italy, the 
Italian Ambassador to Pakistan Andreas Ferrarese .He 
said that there was huge trade potential in different 
sectors of economy which needed to be explored and 
in this regard both sides were engaged in the dialogue 
process through the Pak-Italy Joint Economic Com-
mission was the forum for bilateral economic engage-
ment and was expected to meet in Rome.The Ambas-
sador said that currently Italy was providing technical 
assistance in Agriculture and textiles upgradation 
through modern machinery, value addition in agricul-
ture, leather and marble sectors.He said Pakistan was 
working to expand it to Agricultural items including 
dairy and livestock, olives and olive products, plas-
tics, processed food and construction sector in Italian 
market.Replying to a question on trade Pakistan trade 
with European Union (EU) countries, he said out of its 
whole trade contribution to EU, Pakistan’s share with 
Italy was 10 percent which would be enhanced in 
future.The ambassador acknowledged that Italy has 
become the largest contributor from the EU to Paki-

stan in remittances.He underlined the importance of 
promoting cultural connectivity to promote bilateral 
trade.He said that he would also encourage exchange 
of students to further strengthen bilateral relations.
The senior diplomat said that Italy was committed to 
extend the cooperation of a diverse potential sector 
to enhance the bilateral economic and cooperation 
between Pakistan and Italy.Andreas Ferrarese was of 
the view that Italy wanted to start a new era of eco-
nomic and trade cooperation with Pakistan through 
transfer of technology and for upgradation of Paki-
stan’s textile industry.e said green economy, transfer 
of technology for industrial sector including textiles 
and agro industry, construction sector, education and 
health are major areas of focus to extend the bilat-
eral cooperation.The ambassador said through green 
economy, Italy wanted to cooperate with Pakistan for 
environment protection, circular economy,resource 
saving and management, ecosystem protection and 
recovery,water conservation and natural disaster pre-
vention.

Italy plans to deploy new economic missions in 
Pakistan: Italian Envoy 

 US-China diplomatic row deepens, 
Pompeo removes restrictions on diplo-

matic contacts with Taiwan
WASHINGTON

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
announced Saturday that the State 
Department is voiding longstanding 
restrictions on how US diplomats 
and others have contact with their 
counterparts in Taiwan, another 
move that is expected to upset China 
as the Trump administration winds 
to an end.The Trump administration 
has sought to strengthen bilateral 
relations with Taiwan. It announced 

Thursday that UN Ambassador Kelly 
Craft would go to Taiwan, a move that 
sparked sharp criticism from Beijing 
and a warning that the US would pay 
a heavy price. In August, Health and 
Human Services Secretary Alex Azar 
became the first Cabinet member to 
visit Taiwan since 2014.Pompeo said 
that the State Department has created 
complex restrictions when it comes 
to contacts between the two parties. 
He said those actions were taken to 
appease the Communist regime in 
Beijing.“No more,” Pompeo declared 
in a statement. “Today I am announc-

ing that I am lifting all of these self-
imposed restrictions.”The Chinese 
government maintains that mainland 
China and Taiwan are parts of “one 
China.” China has been stepping up 
its threats to bring the self-governing 
island under its control by military 
force with frequent war games and 
aerial patrols. It has been using its 
diplomatic clout to stop Taiwan from 
joining any organizations that require 
statehood for membership.Pompeo 
said the US maintains relationships 
with unofficial partners around the 
world, and Taiwan is no exception.

“Our two democracies share 
common values of individual free-
dom, the rule of law, and a respect 
for human dignity,” Pompeo said. 
“Today’s statement recognizes that 
the US-Taiwan relationship need not, 
and should not, be shackled by self-
imposed restrictions of our perma-
nent bureaucracy.”Taiwan Foreign 
Minister Joseph Wu welcomed the 
move.“I’m grateful to @SecPompeo& 
@StateDept for lifting restrictions 
unnecessarily limiting our engage-
ments these past years,” Wu said in a 
retweet of a Pompeo tweet about the 
announcement.“   

TURBAT 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has said India is 
backing ISIS in the region to spread chaos in 
Pakistan by fanning sectarianism. Interacting 
with digital media publishers and broadcast-
ers in Islamabad today, he said Pakistan’s se-
curity agencies successfully preempted Indian 
plots to fan sectarianism.Imran Khan said it 
is unfortunate that terrorists targeted Hazara 
workers in thinly populated area.He said pre-
vious governments did not pay due attention 
to Balochistan and always preferred to form al-
liance with Baloch Chieftains, who became the 
biggest hurdle in transferring development 
funds to the grassroots level.Prime Minister 
said PTI Government has focused the socio 
economic development of Balochistan to up-
lift the common citizens of the province who 
are facing extreme poverty.Replying to a ques-
tion, he said he is against giving NRO to those, 
who looted Pakistan’s wealth and plunged the 

country into the quagmire of debt.He said Paki-
stan is passing through a defining moment and 
the social media has a great role in setting new 
standard of morality by exposing the plunder-
ers.He said as a perennial purveyor of state-
sponsored discrimination against its minori-
ties, India is in no position to pontificate on 
the issue of minority rights elsewhere.Prime 
Minister Imran Khan was told Sunday that tax 
receipts had surpassed Rs 2205 billion during 
first six months of current fiscal, manifesting 
the fruition of government’s taxation reforms.
Chairing a meeting to review the tax reforms, 
the prime minister was briefed that owing to 
tax reforms, a growth in number of taxpayers 
had been witnessed.Federal Minister Abdul 
Hafeez Shaikh, ShibliFaraz and HammadAzhar, 
Advisor to PM DrIshrat Hussain, Special Assis-
tant on Revenue DrWaqar Masood, Chairman 
of Federal Board of Revenue Javed Ghani and 
relevant senior officers attended the meet-

ing, a PM Office press release said.It was told 
that the tax collection was being automated 
and taxpayers were being given incentives. 
The automation of the taxation system would 
enhance transparency and reduce corruption 
and tax evasion.The meeting was told that tax 
form had been made far easier for the small 
and medium enterprises by reducing its pages 
from five to one and entries from 200 to just 
24.The prime minister was told that owing to 
the introduction of direct link between FBR’s 
system and company through point of sale sys-
tem, the receipt of sales tax had also increased.
The prime minister appreciated the federal 
ministers, SAPM on revenue and FBR chair-
man for bringing about taxation reforms.The 
prime minister said that out of 220 million 
people in Pakistan only 3,000 pay 70 per cent 
taxes.“Half of the taxes we [the government] 
collect go in debt settlement of loans taken by 
previous governments,” the PM reiterated.

India supporting ISIS in region to create 
chaos in Pakistan: PM

PM heap phrased Tax payers, vow to provide more incentives

Green Line Bus Project 
to be functional from 
August of this year: 

Asad  Umar
ISLAMABAD

Minister for Planning and Development 
Asad Umar has said the promises made 
by the federal government to the people 
of Karachi are being fulfilled as the im-
plementation work under the Karachi 
Transformation Plan has been started.He 
was talking to newsmen in Karachi today 
(Sunday) after receiving the 50 modern 
fire fighting vehicles and two water-boats 
at Karachi Port Trust imported from Chi-
na by the federal government for Karachi.
Minister for Maritime Affairs Ali Haider 
Zaidi, Minister for Information Technol-
ogy Amin-ul-Haq and Governor Sindh 
Imran Ismail were also present on the 
occasion.Asad Umar announced that the 
tender of buses for Green Line Bus Proj-
ect-Karachi has been issued and Green-
Line will be operational from August this 
year.Asad Umar said NED University has 
completed the modelling work on Mah-
moodabadNullah and the National Di-
saster Management Authority will start 
removing encroachment from this week.
He said Freight Train system is also be-
ing introduced in the city from Karachi 
Port Trust to Peepri-Station to control the 
heavy traffic in the city.Minister for In-
formation Technology Amin-ul-Haq said 
that there will be no compromise on the 
development of Karachi.He said that the 
water project K-IV has been awarded to 
the Wapda and it will complete it in three 
years.Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid Ah-
mad has directed Islamabad Police to en-
sure law and order situation in the federal 
capital and professional failure and cor-
rupt practices will not be tolerated.
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Splinternet

W he splinternet (additionally alluded to as cyber balkaniza-
tion or web balkanization) is a portrayal of the Internet 
as fragmenting and partitioning because of different vari-
ables, for example, technology, trade, legislative issues, na-
tionalism, religion, and unique public interests. “Powerful 
forces are taking steps to balkanize it” as per the Economist, 

and it might before long fragment along geographic and commercial bounda-
ries. Countries, for example, China have raised what is named a “Great Firewall”, 
for political reasons, while different countries, for example, the US and Australia, 
examine plans to make a comparable firewall to impede child pornography or 
weapon-production instructions.The dream of the original internet pioneers was 
an open, non-hierarchical internet, throughout the years, obstructions have been 
jumping up that confine this opportunity. Little by little, the web is turning out to 
be more cordoned off, specialists have cautioned. Splitting up the web into various, 
‘balkanized’ or nationalized online worlds - with a discrete framework - isn’t new. 
Like Brazil, the Germans made a move after Snowden and began investigating 
the development of an ‘Internetz’. This would see the production of a German-
only network organization, with the chance of growing to the remainder of the 
European Union. The present status of this undertaking is unclear.Competing au-
thority visions are impairing efforts to control the digital space. To limit the spread 
of oppressive models, policymakers in the West and elsewhere call for ensuring the 
benefits of an open and well-run system are additionally widely communicated. 
Sovereign countries have declared desires for technological predominance with 
little notice to the cross-border implications of their strategies. This float towards 
an advanced foundation divided by public guidelines has conceivably sweeping 
cultural and political outcomes and suggests an urgent requirement for facilitated 
rule-production at the worldwide level.

Cyber Security 
threats

A digital or network safety danger is a malevolent act that tries 
to harm information, steal information, or disturb digital life 
in general. Digital dangers incorporate computer viruses, data 
breaches, Denial of Service (DoS) attacks, and other assault vec-
tors. Digital dangers likewise refer to the chance of a successful 
cyber-attack that intends to acquire unapproved access, dam-

age, disrupt, or take a data innovation resource, computer network, intellectual 
property, or some other type of delicate information. Cyber threats can emerge 
out of inside an organization by entrusted users or from remote areas by obscure 
parties. Cybersecurity threats come from Hostile nation-states Terrorist groups, 
Corporate spies and organized crime organizations, Hackers, Disgruntled insiders, 
Accidental actions of unauthorized users. An example of a type of cybersecurity 
threat, malware, is a Trojan horse. A Trojan horse is a virus that acts like genuine 
programming. As you dispatch the program it might have all the earmarks of 
being working in the manner you trusted, however, what you don’t understand 
is that it is gradually tainting your PC until it loses functionality. Because of the 
expensiveness diversity and variety of malware attacks, it’s difficult to pinpoint 
one explicit approach to secure against all malware assaults. Frequently organi-
zations wind up going to various security suppliers to shield themselves from all 
of the diverse malware assaults. It is uncommon to discover all of the protection 
in one spot, yet with Sophos’ Synchronized Security you can be shielded from it 
all. Synchronized Security shields you from your firewall to your endpoint and 
everything in between.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Growing strategic bonhomie between 
Pakistan & china

Beijing growing strategic partnership with 
Pakistan to strengthen diplomatic, eco-
nomic, and strategic ties is part of a wider 
strategy to cement China’s regional influ-
ence at Washington’s expense in the re-
gion.China’s relations with Pakistan have 

been noted by a new level of bilateral engagement 
as the Chinese leadership & strategists broadened 
its role and wider influence in an area strategically 
linked to Beijing’s core national interest. China mas-
sively supported Pakistani ill-fated economic condi-
tion including soft loans for the gigantic Pakistan 
China economic corridor (CPEC) projects, estimated 
around USD 60 billion. This is a huge setback for 
Washington, which is perpetually trying to remain an 
influential actor in the region to counter China grow-
ing influence and possess a daring challenge to the U.S 
led regional security web.Biden victory and US India 
centric policy also tend Islamabad to strengthen its 
strategic ties with Beijing. Despite Pakistan, staunch 
support against the war on terror US accusations 
that Pakistan serves as a safe place for Al-Qaeda and 
other affiliated militant groups created deep detest 
in Islamabad, which has repeatedly been accused of 

elicit support to the Jihadist groups within Pakistan 
and across the border. Mistrust with Washington 
giving an ample opportunity for Beijing to further 
strengthen the level of strategic cooperation with 
Pakistan. Pakistan giving a unique option to mitigate 
China growing strategic anxieties particularly in the 
south China sea and Indian ocean region. The given 
dynamics are alternative to China maritime encircle-
ment designed by the US along with its security part-
ners, and allies in the region.Contrary to this, China’s 
massive interest to develop an infrastructure network 
of trade, connectivity, and linkage with the rest of the 
region through Pakistan. As part of its Belt and Road 
initiative  (BRI) project - a clumsy infrastructure 
project covering almost 60 countries that are aiming 
to closely integrate China into the Broader vibrant 
economy - China’s huge investment in CPEC will pro-
vide the shortest route and shipping link from the 
deepest Pakistan seaport Gawadar with the Xinjiang 
region in northwestern China. In case of maritime 
blocked from the US and its allies in the South China 
Sea and the Indian Ocean, this magnificent route will 
provide a safe way to Chinese access into the inter-
national water bodies. The dilemma of the Strait of 
Malacca and the US-led quadrilateral alliance against 
China further illuminating Pakistan’s Geostrategic im-
portance.With changing Geopolitical, geo-economic, 
and geostrategic circumstances, strategic shifts in the 
last decade have turned Pakistan into a lucrative ally 
for Beijing, which trying to undermine Washington’s 
leverage and mend its presence in the Indian Ocean 
and Central Asia. In this regard, Pakistan is critically 

very important to provide direct and safe access to 
the Persian Gulf region and South Asia, which Beijing 
considering among the most pivotal entries and tran-
sit of energy supplies. It will also enable China to 
strengthen its physical presence in the Persian Gulf 
and strait of Hurmoz strategically very important for 
both Pakistan and China.Beijing is highly dependent 
on fossil fuels, in 2017 China surpassed the United 
States as the largest annual importer of crude oil. Due 
to increase strategic anxieties, China wants to expand 
its military posture and Naval power projection in the 
region particularly sea lines connecting China to the 
oil-rich Persian Gulf region. China brazenly enhances 
its military presence in the Gulf region through the ac-
quisition of a naval base in Djibouti and its presence in 
the Gawadar port, Jiwani peninsula as a strategic ele-
ment boosting Chinese Naval projection in the region.
There is no second opinion that China’s diplomatic, 
economic and strategic cooperation with Pakistan has 
contributed to “truly all-weather friendship “between 
the two nations. Over the decades Beijing assisted 
Pakistan as a key military and security partner and 
providing sophisticated military hardware some of 
them with the joint partnership. 

Kevin Connolly set to be a dad
LONDON

Entourage star  Kevin  Connol ly  is  mak-
ing plans for  parenthood after  announc-
ing his  partner,  Zulay Henao,  is  pregnant .
The Colombian star  hinted that  she was 
expecting the couple ’s  f irst  chi ld  back in 
December,  as  she shared a  snap of  Kevin 
with his  hand on her stomach in  a  post  on 
Instagram on Christmas Day,  a longside a 
series  of  other pictures of  her  celebrating 
the fest ive  season with her  family.“Merry 
C h r i s t m a s  y  Fe l i z  N av i d a d  f r o m  o u r 
fa m i ly  to  yo u r s ! ”  Zu l ay  c a p t i o n e d  t h e 
s l ideshow,  which featured a  snap of  the 
loved-up couple  by a  Christmas tree ,  with 
the actress  wearing a  showstopping gold 
sequinned dress .Zulay has  s ince taken to 
socia l  media  to  share  updates  from her 
pregnancy,  and in  a  recent  post ,  she re-
vealed that  she’s  18 weeks along and de-
buted her  growing baby bump in  a  sultry 
black and white  snap.And Kevin isn’t  the 
only  expectant  former Entourage star  - 
castmate Jerry Ferrara took to  Instagram 
at  the beginning of  last  month to  reveal 
his  wife ,  Breanne Racano,  is  expect ing a 
brother for  the couple’s  one-year-old son, 
Jacob Michael .“ I t ’s  been a  rough year  for 
sure ,  but  I  am grateful  to  being  adding 
( s i c )  a n o t h e r  l i t t l e  b oy  to  o u r  fa m i ly,” 
Jerry  wrote .  “3  of  us  becomes 4  (of )  us! 
And I  probably  lose  the rest  of  whatever 
hair  I  have left .”

NASA Extends Exploration for Two Planetary 
Science Missions

CALIFORNIA
As NASA prepares to send astronauts back 

to the Moon and on to Mars, the agency’s 
quest to seek answers about our solar sys-
tem and beyond continues to inform those 
efforts and generate new discoveries. The 
agency has extended the missions of two 
spacecraft, following an external review of 
their scientific productivity.The missions — 
Juno and InSight — have each increased our 
understanding of our solar system, as well 
as spurred new sets of diverse questions. 
An independent review panel, comprised of 
experts with backgrounds in science, opera-
tions, and mission management, found the 
Juno and InSight missions have “produced 
exceptional science,” and recommended 
NASA continue both missions.The Juno 
spacecraft and its mission team have made 
discoveries about Jupiter’s interior struc-
ture, magnetic field, and magnetosphere, 
and have found its atmospheric dynamics to 
be far more complex than scientists previ-
ously thought. Extended through September 
2025, or its end of life (whichever comes 
first), the mission will not only continue key 
observations of Jupiter, but also will expand 
its investigations to the larger Jovian system 
including Jupiter’s rings and large moons, 
with targeted observations and close flybys 

planned of the moons Ganymede, Europa, 
and Io. The InSight mission is extended 
for two years, running through December 
2022. InSight’s spacecraft and team de-
ployed and operated its highly sensitive 
seismometer to expand our understanding 
of Mars’ crust and mantle. Searching for 
and identifying Marsquakes, the mission 
team collected data clearly demonstrat-
ing the robust tectonic activity of the Red 
Planet, and enhanced our knowledge of the 
planet’s atmospheric dynamics, magnetic 
field, and interior structure. InSight’s ex-
tended mission will focus on producing a 
long-duration, high quality seismic dataset. 
Continued operation of its weather station 
and burial of the seismic tether using the 
spacecraft’s Instrument Deployment Arm 
(IDA), will contribute to the quality of this 
seismic dataset.

Islamabad 
During his visit to the Headquarters of the 

Commission on Science and Technology for 
Sustainable Development in the South (COMSATS), 
today the Ambassador of the Republic of Yemen, 
H.E. Mohammed Motahar Alashabi, handed 
over a letter from Yemen’s Minister of Higher 
Education and Scientific Research, to the Executive 
Director COMSATS, Dr. S. M. Junaid Zaidi, in which 
COMSATS’ support has been invited to establish 
a university of science and technology in Yamen. 
A Pakistan-based inter-governmental/inter-
national organization of 27 developing coun-
tries, COMSATS had established the COMSATS 
University Islamabad (CUI) in Pakistan, which 
has now become a leading public-sector univer-
sity in the country. Yemen, which is one of the 
member countries of COMSATS, wishes to benefit 
from the experience of COMSATS for establish-
ing a similar university. In his letter, the Yemen’s 
Minister also pledged to participate in the virtual 
meeting of COMSATS Consultative Committee, 
which is expected to be held during 2021. 
While exchanging views on Yemen’s potential col-

laboration with other developing countries from 
the platform of COMSATS, the Ambassador pledged 
to facilitate in the induction of a suitable R&D 
Centre / University of Yemen in COMSATS’ Network 
of International Science and Technology Centres 
of Excellence. COMSATS’ Network currently has 
membership of 24 reputed research centres or uni-
versities belonging to the developing countries, 
working in various fields of science and technol-
ogy, and serves as the organization’s technical 
resource-base for South-South and Triangular co-
operation programmes in the Member States. The 
induction of a Yemeni Center in COMSATS Network 
would facilitate various collaborative undertak-
ings including joint research and development 
projects, capacity building activities, expert-ex-
change and technology transfer arrangements, etc. 
In the meeting, it was agreed that the Executive 
Director COMSATS, with the support of Yemeni 
Ambassador, would hold various virtual meetings 
with Yemen’s Minister of Higher Education and 
Scientific Research in order to take the ongoing 
collaboration forward.

COMSATS to assist in establishing University in Yemen

January-11-1973

The owners of America’s 24 major 
league baseball teams vote to 
allow teams in the American 
League (AL) to use a “desig-
nated pinch-hitter” that could 
bat for the pitcher, while still 

allowing the pitcher to stay in the game.
The idea of adding a 10th man to the base-
ball lineup to bat for the pitcher had been 
suggested as early as 1906 by the revered 
player and manager Connie Mack. In 1928, 
John Heydler, then-president of the National 
League (NL), revived the issue, but the rule 
was rejected at that point by the AL man-
agement. By the early 1970s, Charlie Finley, 
the colorful owner of the Oakland A’s, had 
become the designated hitter rule’s most 
outspoken advocate, arguing that a pinch-
hitter to replace the pitcher–a player that 
usually batted poorly, exceptions like the 
legendary Babe Ruth notwithstanding–
would add the extra offensive punch that 
baseball needed to draw more fans. At a 
joint meeting of the two major leagues in 
Chicago on January 11, 1973, presided over 
by baseball commissioner Bowie Kuhn, the 

owners voted to allow the AL (which lagged 
behind the NL in both scoring and attend-
ance) to put the designated hitter rule into 
practice. The NL resisted the change, and 
for the first time in history, the two leagues 

would play using different rules. Though it 
initially began as a three-year experiment, 
it would be permanently adopted by the AL 
and later by most amateur and minor league 
teams.

American League adopts designated hitter rule
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Shaun  sends sweet birth-
day message to Nina 

NEWYORK
Shaun White has sent a sweet message to Nina 
Dobrev to celebrate her 32nd birthday.The 
34-year-old snowboarder has taken to Instagram 
to wish his girlfriend - who turned 32 on Saturday 
(09.01.21) - a happy birthday.Alongside a series 
of behind-the-scenes photographs, Shaun wrote: 
“Too bad we never have any fun together ... [wink-
ing emoji] Happy birthday baby! [clinking glass 
emoji] (sic)”Nina has also taken to Instagram to 
thank her friends and family for their kind birthday 
messages.The actress posted a series of video clips 
from her childhood on the platform.Alongside the 
video montage, she wrote: “thank you you for the 
birthday wishes!!!“older? yep. wiser? sure. just as 
childish? 100 percent.“im so excited to be turning 
31 (again) today! [party emoji]“(because i think we 
can all agree 2020 didn’t count, so I’ll be taking a 
redo)“2021 better get its s*** together quick oth-
erwise I’ll still be my 31st birthday next year too... 
(sic)”The loved-up duo were first linked in early 
in 2020, but a source close to the couple recently 
claimed that their romance has become much more 
“serious” in recent weeks.The insider shared: “Nina 
Dobrev and Shaun White’s relationship has gotten 
more serious and they’re still having so much fun 
together.VoM

Kate  wish to ‘connect a lit-
tle bit’ with her half-siblings

NEW YORK
They are estranged from their father Bill Hudson.
But Kate Hudson told her brother Oliver on their 
podcast Sibling Revelry  recently that there is one 
part of the family tie with Bill that she hopes to 
build on.Kate, 41, revealed her wish to ‘connect 
a little bit’ with the half-siblings she has through 
Bill - Emily, 39, Zachary, 35, and Lalania, 15. ’You 
know what I’ve been thinking about lately?’ Kate 
asked Oliver. ‘Dad. I was thinking - I’ve been 
thinking a lot about Dad. I’ve been thinking 
about our sisters that we don’t spend any time 
with and our brother - brothers.’Bill had Kate and 
Olivier with his first wife Goldie Hawn, Emily and 
Zachary with his second wife Cindy Williams and 
Lalania through a later relationship.Goldie has 
spent nearly four decades in a relationship with 
her Overboard co-star Kurt Russell whom Kate 
refers to as ‘Pa.’ n addition to their siblings via 
Bill, they also have an actor brother called Wyatt 
through Goldie’s relationship with Kurt. ’We’ve 
got four siblings we don’t spend any time with, 
and I was thinking about how everybody’s getting 
older,’ Kate reflected.She has been ‘texting’ Bill’s 
brother Mark ‘and I just had this moment of like, 
you know, it would be nice to connect a little bit 
especially with my sisters.’VoM

William, Kate and children 
discuss NHS ‘every day’

DUBAI
The Duke of Cambridge has said he talks to 
his three children about NHS staff “every day” 
to help them to understand the “sacrifices” 
made during Covid.Prince William’s com-
ments were part of a video call to London 
hospital staff.“Catherine and I and all the 
children talk about all of you guys every day, 
so we’re making sure the children understand 
all of the sacrifices that all of you are making,” 
he said.It comes after the London mayor said 
the virus was “out of control”.Sadiq Khan de-
clared a major incident on Friday - meaning 
the emergency services and hospitals can-
not guarantee their normal level of response 
- after the number of Covid patients in the 
capital’s hospitals surpassed 7,000.Staff at 
Homerton University Hospital in east London 
told the Duke of Cambridge that queues of 
people waiting to be vaccinated at the hospi-
tal offered hope, but that the way out of the 
crisis was for the public to “stay at home” 
during lockdown.In recent days the hospital 
has seen its highest number of admissions 
since the pandemic began.VoM

Staff Report
ISLAMABAD 

Ehsan Mani said on Sunday night that 
Pakistan Super League (PSL) is a fa-
mous brand and efforts will be made 
to convince the government to allow 
crowd to witness the PSL matches fol-
lowing Covid-19 SOPs.Talking to the 
media during the PSL Player Draft, Mani 
said: “The PSL is a famous brand now 
and the entire nation has proud on their 
own league. Fans always supported the 
PSL and also played a significant role in 
making it a success in every edition.In 
this edition as well, we will try to con-
vince the government to allow a fixed 
number of crowd, who may watch the 
matches strictly following the Covid-19 
SOPs set by the government.”Lauding 
the role of franchises and their owners, 
the PCB chairman said: “The franchises 
have an important role in making the 
PSL a brand and one of the world’s re-

nowned and the best cricket league.We 
are highly grateful to all the franchises 
and their owners for putting faith in 
us and going ahead with us in a posi-
tive manner, which will help in further 
popularizing the league at international 
level.”Mani further said that the involve-
ment of more than 400 foreign players in 
the PSL is a clear proof of its popularity 
among the entire cricket-playing nations. 
“The registration of more than 400 for-
eign players in the PSL Player Draft is 
a very positive sign for the league and 
hopefully, the selected foreign players, 
along with our top national and inter-
national players, will try to give their 
best and make the PSL more action-
packed, colorful and enthralling one.”
Meanwhile, PCB CEO Wasim Khan said 
that the Cricket Committee will hold 
its meeting on January 12 at PCB High 
Performance Centre. Ehsan Mani said on 
Sunday night that Pakistan Super League 

(PSL) is a famous brand and efforts will 
be made to convince the government to 
allow crowd to witness the PSL matches 
following Covid-19 SOPs.Talking to the 
media during the PSL Player Draft, Mani 
said: “The PSL is a famous brand now 
and the entire nation has proud on their 
own league. Fans always supported the 
PSL and also played a significant role 
in making it a success in every edition.

Staff Report
SAKAKA

Toyota’s Saudi driver Yazeed Al-Rajhi 
took the Dakar Rally marathon sev-
enth stage honors on Sunday, the home 
hope denying Stephane Peterhansel, 
who nevertheless stretched his 
lead as he pursues his 14th title.
Mini driver Peterhansel was on target to 
cross the line first at the end of the ardu-
ous 453km timed special featuring sand 

mountains between Ha’il and Sakaka.
But Al-Rajhi had other ideas, and with 
the benefit of his experienced co-driver 
Dirk Von Zitzewitz, an 18-Dakar veteran, 
he took command around 100km out.
He secured his first stage win in the 
event since 2015 and his Dakar debut 
with 48sec to spare over Peterhansel, 
with Carlos Sainz third at 1min 15sec.
In fourth came Qatari Nasser Al-
Attiyah, who is now 7min 53sec be-
hind Peterhansel in the overall 
standings with last year’s champion 
Sainz over 40 minutes adrift in third.
Peterhansel, 55, first competed in 
the Dakar in 1988, the year leader 
Ari Vatanen’s Peugeot 405 was infa-
mously stolen in Bamako, with a ran-
som for its return demanded. It turned 
up eventually, but too late for Vatanen.
Since then Peterhansel has made mo-
torsport’s toughest test an annual pil-
grimage, and with 13 wins on both 

two and four wheels he has rightly 
earned his nickname ‘Monsieur Dakar’.
He now has six podium finishes in seven 
stages in 2021 and will be hoping to get 
his first win of 2021 on the board on 
Monday’s eighth stage which sees the 
Dakar traveling circus heading west from 
Sakaka to the Red Sea resort of Neom.
In the motorbike category, defend-
ing motorbike champion Ricky 
Brabec took the seventh stage win 
in a time of 4hr 37mins 44sec.
The American, winner of the prologue, 
came in 2mins 07sec clear of Honda’s 
Chilean rider Jose Ignacio Cornejo, the 
new overall leader. But only by one 
second from Toby Price (KTM) with 
Sam Sunderland, the British 2017 
champion, in third at 2min 11sec.
Overnight leader Xavier de Soultrait 
slipped to fourth, 2min 34sec off the pace.
Brabec is up to eighth, but 
still  almost 15mins behind.

Index finishes over 2.5-year high as 
investors’ sentiment remain buoyant

Bureau Report
KARACHI

The stock market witnessed an extraordinary 
performance in the outgoing week as investor 
enthusiasm helped the index shoot past 45,000 
points to close at over 2.5 year high value.During 
the week, the KSE-100 index surged 1,219 points 
or 2.74% to close at 45,654.34 points. “The KSE-
100 index started the new year with renewed op-
timism,” stated a report from Arif Habib Limited. 
The week opened on a positive note and saw 
market participants weighing sentiment on suc-
cessful talks between the government and the 
Independent Power Producers (IPPs) during 
which the government vowed to clear Rs450 bil-
lion worth of circular debt in the power sector. 
This development turned out to be the much-
needed driving force for the market and trig-
gered a buying spree in IPP scrips. The bourse 
witnessed a turnaround on Tuesday in line with 
weak global cues and drop in international equity 
markets. An overnight plunge in global oil prices 
prompted market participants to offload stocks.
However, the decline was short-lived as the market 
recovered and posted gains during the remaining 
sessions of the week on back of a host of positive 

news flows. Upbeat petroleum products sales 
data, which showcased double digit growth in 
December 2020, combined with a steep recovery 
in global oil prices revived the bullish activity at 
the bourse and placed the refinery sector under 
the limelight. Moreover, removal of customs duty 
on 152 tariff lines by the government was wel-
comed by the market and helped keep the buying 
momentum alive. Textile sector scrips turned at-
tractive as the market anticipated announcement 
of a textile policy. Upbeat cement sales data for 
the last month of 2020 lent additional support to 
the market and fuelled investment in cement and 
steel sector stocks. The final session of the week 
saw the market sustain the uptrend supported by 
optimistic trade data for December 2020, which 
made investors assume fresh positions.While 
this week’s bull-run was mainly led by the re-
finery sector, the index heavyweight commercial 
banks also provided due support as the economic 
recovery in the country appeared to be on track 
and loan growth outlook improved considerably. 
“We expect the bull-run in the market to continue. 
Development on the vaccine front and its gradual 
roll-out across the world is likely to keep interest 
in equities afloat,” stated Arif Habib Limited report. 
Investor participation remained healthy as average 
daily traded volume increased 18% week-on-week 
to 625 million shares while value traded averaged 

at $153 million per day, up 8% on a weekly basis.In 
terms of sectors, positive contributions came from 
banks (561 points), fertiliser (224 points), oil and 
gas exploration (153 points), power generation 
and distribution (66 points) and chemicals (47 
points). Scrip-wise, positive contributions were 
led by UBL (154 points), HBL (117 points), Meezan 
Bank (90 points), Dawood Hercules (88 points), 
and MCB (80 points). Foreigners turned net buy-
ers this week as foreign buying clocked-in at $3.4 
million compared to a net sell of $46.22 million 
last week. Buying was witnessed in commercial 
banks ($3.64 million) and technology ($2 million). 
On the domestic front, major selling was reported 
by insurance companies ($8.1 million and banks 
/ development finance institutions ($8.1 million). 
Among other major news of the week was.

Bureau Report
HOUSTON 

A decision by OPEC and allied countries to 
cut crude production through March delivered 
a late Christmas present for U.S. shale firms 
that have slashed costs, but any rise in prices 
spurred by the unexpected move may be just 
a modest stocking stuffer. U.S. crude oil pro-
duction has fallen 2 million barrels per day in 
the last year as low prices and demand forced 
shale producers to cut their losses. Investors 
had already been pressuring the industry to 
curb spending and boost returns before the 
pandemic hit. Shale output was quickly cut, 
but might return quickly if prices keep rising.
On Tuesday, Saudi Arabia, the world’s biggest 
oil exporter, said it would voluntarily reduce 
its production by 1 million barrels per day 
(bpd) in February and March, after Russia 
pushed to increase output, worried about U.S. 
shale capitalizing on the group’s cuts.Russia 
and Kazakhstan will increase their output, 
reluctant to cede market share to the United 
States. Overall, OPEC+ had been due to restore 

500,000 bpd in each of the two months. Saudi 
officials were concerned new increases would 
outpace demand during new coronavirus 
lockdowns.Prices for West Texas Intermediate 
on Friday topped $52 per barrel, and the 12-
month futures’ price, which producers use to 
plan spending on new wells, hit $51.37 a barrel, 

up from $44.63 at the start of December. Higher 
crude prices will fall directly to U.S. producers’ 
bottom lines given recent cost cuts and com-
mitments to keeping output flat. Companies 
pledged to keep production flat and use any 
price increases to boost investor returns or pay 
down debt.

OPEC crude output cuts should help U.S. shale profits in 2021

NADEC restruc-
turing to save 

$32m over two 
years

Bureaau Report
RIYADH

The National Agricultural 
Development Company (NADEC) 
has launched a restructuring pro-
gram to save SR120 million ($32 
million).In a statement to the Saudi 
stock exchange on Sunday, the com-
pany said the program will assess 
organizational setup, resource 
planning infrastructure, and finan-
cial performance.NADEC will work 
with Bain & Company consultants 
throughout the program, which is 
expected to last two years. NADEC 
expects the program to improve the 
company’s net profit in the range of 
SR40 million in the second quarter 
of 2021, with an overall impact of 
approximately SR120 million.As the 
first and biggest agricultural share-
stock company in Saudi Arabia, 
NADEC’s recent results revealed 
a loss for the third quarter ended 
Sept. 30, 2020. The company re-
ported a net loss of SR44.9 million 
compared to a profit of 49.3 million 
riyals in the same quarter in 2019.
There were various causes for this 
loss, such as the 6.6 percent rise 
in sales costs, an 8.43 percent in-
crease in selling and marketing ex-
penses, and a 13.5 percent growth 
in general and administrative 
expenses.In April 2020, NADEC’s 
board of directors appointed Steen 
Hadsbjerg as the new CEO after 
they approved the resignation of 
former CEO Abdulaziz Al-Babtain 
in March 2020.

Bureau Report
Dubai

The UAE and Qatar have greater fiscal strength 
than their other GCC peers, thanks to their large 
sovereign wealth fund (SWF) buffers relative to 
their fiscal deficits, according to rating agency 
Moody’s.The COVID-19 related fall in oil rev-
enue has eroded fiscal strength of many GCC 

countries and constrained economic recovery, 
resulting in lingering pressure on their sover-
eign credit strengths, according to Moody’s.The 
rating agency expects that it will take 2-3 years 
for real GDP in GCC sovereigns to return to pre-
pandemic levels.“Our negative outlook for GCC 
sovereigns reflects the coronavirus pandemic’s 
impact on oil revenue and our expectations for 

the erosion of fiscal strength experienced last 
year to extend throughout 2021,” said Thaddeus 
Best, a Moody’s Analyst.“The still elevated cost 
of funding for lower-rated sovereigns in the 
region will amplify these strains.” Moody’s ex-
pects subdued oil revenue will constrain gov-
ernment spending in 2021. Global oil demand 
is vulnerable to any subsequent flare-ups in the 
coronavirus outbreak and further government 
lockdowns, which could hurt oil prices and 
delay the planned easing of production cuts by 
the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC).Analysts said the Capacity 
of GCC sovereigns to reduce expenditure after 
drop in oil prices is strongly correlated with 
institutional strength.“We estimate that the 
UAE and Qatar – which have the strongest 
institutions and governance scores in the re-
gion – made the largest cuts to expenditure in 
2020. We expect that this discipline will persist 
throughout 2021, with spending remaining sig-
nificantly below pre-pandemic levels, despite a 
year-on-year increase in the UAE,” said Best.In 
Saudi Arabia, the government is likely to push 
through spending cuts in 2021 after coronavi-
rus-related costs delayed a planned tightening 
in expenditure in 2020.

UAE and Qatar have greater fiscal strength in Gulf countries: Moody’s

Bureau Report
SYDNEY

Cricket chiefs have launched an investigation into allegations of 
racist abuse of the India team from sections of the crowd in the 
third Test, as six people were ejected and play halted for nearly 
10 minutes Sunday.The International Cricket Council probe fol-
lowed Mohammed Siraj and Jasprit Bumrah apparently being 
targeted while they fielded by the boundary ropes of the Sydney 
Cricket Ground late Saturday.In a second incident, play was halted 
just before the tea break on Sunday when Siraj ran from the fine 
leg boundary toward the umpires, pointing into the crowd.It 
was not immediately clear what had been said, but police were 
seen removing six men from their seats.Cricket Australia issued 
an apology to India and said anyone found guily of racist abuse 
would face a ban.“Cricket Australia condemns in the strongest 
terms possible all discriminatory behavior,” said Cricket Australia’s 
head of Integrity and Security Sean Carroll. “If you engage in racist 
abuse, you are not welcome in Australian cricket.“CA is awaiting 
the outcome of the International Cricket Council’s investigation 
into the matter reported at the SCG on Saturday,” it added.“Once 
those responsible are identified, CA will take the strongest meas-
ures possible under our Anti-Harassment Code, including lengthy 
bans, further sanctions and referral to NSW Police.“As series hosts, 
we unreservedly apologize to our friends in the Indian cricket 
team and assure them we will prosecute the matter to its full-
est extent.”The Times of India newspaper said that the fans on 
Saturday had been drunk. “Bumrah and Siraj were called monkeys, 
wanker and motherf***** by the people almost throughout the 
time they were fielding,” it claimed.Australian great Shane Warne 
called the crowd behavior on Saturday shameful.“Disgraceful to 
be honest, absolutely disgraceful,” he said while commentating 
on the match. “Let’s hope they come down heavy and find the 
culprits.”Only 10,000 fans — a quarter capacity — are allowed into 
the Sydney Cricket Ground each day due to coronavirus concerns.

KSE-100 shoots past 45,000-mark

Saudi Al-Rajhi denies ‘Mr Dakar’ on marathon stage

ICC probes racist crowd abuse 
after fans ejected from Sydney Test

Efforts to convince govt to allow crowd for PSL 6 matches: 
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The reopening of the King Fahd Cause-
way in March will help give the econo-

mies of Saudi Arabia and Bahrain a 
further boost

LONDON/NEW YORK
Tourism and trade links between Bahrain and 
Saudi Arabia grew 43 percent year-on-year 
in the third quarter of 2020, but the reopen-
ing of the King Fahd Causeway in March will 
help give the economies of the two coun-
tries a further boost after the impact of the 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic.
“The recent announcement made about perma-
nently opening the King Fahad Causeway will 
strengthen these ties even further,” Dr. Ali Al-
Moulani, president of the Bahrain Economists 
Society, said in a press statement on Sunday.
“Prior to the pandemic, Bahrain welcomed 
around 11 million tourists with over 88 
percent coming through the causeway…
The number of visitors from Saudi Ara-
bia is set to gradually go back to normal 
levels following this announcement and 
is expected to add around $2.9 billion to 
Bahrain’s economy this year based on av-
erage tourist spending in 2019,” he added.
Saudi Arabia is reopening travel via air, land 
and sea from March 31, 2021, according to 
the country’s Ministry of the Interior.Accord-
ing to the King Fahad Causeway Authority, 
January 2020 scored the highest number of 

users in a single month, with 3,095,963 pas-
sengers moving through, or around 99,870 
per day. This represented an increase of 22.2 
percent compared to the same period in 2019.
The King Fahad Causeway is one of the larg-
est construction achievements in the region. 
Opening in 1986, it has played a prominent 
role in the region and helped to strengthen 
relations between Saudi Arabia and Bah-
rain. Around 390 million users have trav-
elled along the causeway since its opening.

Bahrain Customs have recently announced 
installing high-tech artificial intelligence 
scanners on the bridge, automating data col-
lection and allowing shipment inspections 
to take place before reaching the border.
According to the King Fahad Causeway Au-
thority website, the causeway is 25 kilometers 
in length, with the Saudi portion beginning 
at Al-Aziziyyah, located south of Al-Khobar 
city, and the Bahrain portion beginning right 
from Al-Jasra, west of Manama.  

 India has turned IIOJ&K into 
a military garrison: JKEM  

South Korea
In Geneva, World Health Organization 
has shown Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir including Ladakh on its official 
website as a separate entity from India. 
Rejecting Narendra Modi-led Indian 
government’s false claim on the terri-
tory of occupied Jammu and Kashmir, 
the WHO in its colour-coded map de-
picted India in blue colour, while Jammu 
and Kashmir including Ladakh in gray 
colour.Meanwhile, Jammu and Kashmir 
Muslim Conference Chairman Shabbir 
Ahmed Dar in a statement in Srinagar 
hailed the World Health Organization 
for manifesting realistic approach on 
Jammu and Kashmir. He said this kind 
of approach by the UN body like WHO 
will help in building a peaceful, secure 
and prosperous world which has been 
threatened by neo-expansionist coun-
tries like India and Israel.Shabbir Dar 
said the WHO spokesman had said that 
the map was as per the guidelines pro-
vided by the United Nations. In Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir, 
the Jammu and Kashmir Employees 
Movement , a constituent of All Par-

ties Hurriyat Conference says India has 
turned the occupied territory into a mili-
tary garrison. The JKEM spokesman in a 
statement issued in Srinagar said that 
India, which claimed to be the biggest 
democracy, is involved in large-scale 
human rights violations in occupied ter-
ritory.He said that the Kashmiri people 
have totally rejected the illegal occupa-
tion of India and the illegal and unilater-
al measures of August 5, 2019.In Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir, 
Indian forces launched a cordon and 
search operation in Budgam district, to-
day (Sunday). A joint team of army and 
police cordoned off Beerwah village of 
Bon Makhama and conducted house to 
house searches.The forces have sealed 
off all entry and exit points towards the 
area.According to Kashmir Media Ser-
vice, APHC leader Ghulam Muhammad 
Khan Sopori and Abdul SamadInqilabi 
in their statements said that India has 
put the lives of the Kashmiri prisoners at 
risk particularly in the present environ-
ment of Covid-19 pandemic in Indian 
jails.The statements said that several 
Hurriyat leaders and activists suffering 
from multiple physical ailments are be-
ing victimized by denying proper food 
and medication.

WASHINGTON
Democrats’ momentum for a fresh drive 
to quickly impeach outgoing President 
Donald Trump gained support Saturday, 
and a top Republican said the president’s 
role in the deadly riot at the Capitol by a 
violent mob of Trump supporters was 
worthy of rebuke.Sen. Pat Toomey, R-
Pennsylvania, said he believed Trump 
had committed “impeachable offenses.” 
But he stopped short of saying whether 
he would vote to remove the president 
from office at the conclusion of a Sen-
ate trial if the House sent over articles 
of impeachment.“I don’t know what they 
are going to send over and one of the 
things that I’m concerned about, frankly, 
is whether the House would completely 
politicize something,” Toomey said Sat-
urday on Fox News Channel, speaking of 
the Democratic-controlled House.“I do 
think the president committed impeach-
able offenses, but I don’t know what is 
going to land on the Senate floor, if any-
thing,” Toomey said.The new Democratic 
effort to stamp Trump’s presidential 
record — for the second time and days 
before his term ends — with the indel-

ible mark of impeachment gained mo-
mentum Saturday.Rep. David Cicilline, 
D-R.I, a leader of the House effort to draft 
impeachment articles — or charges — 
accusing Trump of inciting insurrection, 
said his group had grown to include 185 
co-sponsors.Lawmakers plan to formally 
introduce the proposal on Monday in the 
House, where articles of impeachment 
must originate. A vote could be possible 
by Wednesday — exactly one week be-
fore Democrat Joe Biden becomes presi-
dent at noon on Jan. 20.The articles, if 
passed by the House, would then be 
transmitted to the Senate for a trial, with 
senators acting as jurors who would ulti-
mately vote on whether to acquit or con-
vict Trump. If convicted, Trump would 
be removed from office and succeeded 
by the vice president.House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, however, shared no details 
about her party’s plans as she addressed 
her hometown San Francisco constitu-
ents during an online video conference 
on Saturday.“Justice will be done. De-
mocracy will prevail. And America will 
be healed,” she said. “But it is a decision 
that we have to make.”

STAFF REPORTER
ISLAMABAD

Minister for Power Division Omar Ayub Khan on 
Sunday said national wide power outage caused 
due to developing technical fault at Guddu Power 
Plant at 11.41 pm on Saturday night adding that 
most parts of the country have already been en-
ergized.Addressing a press conference along 
with Minister for Information and Broadcasting 
Syed ShibliFaraz, he said initial fault occurred at 
Guddu power station at 2341 hours, dropping 
the frequency to zero. It tripped within a second, 
causing a cascading effect and all power houses 
tripped, one after the other, he said.He said the 
fault caused the country’s high transmission lines 
to trip, which in turn caused the system frequen-
cy to drop from 50 Hertz to 0 Hertz in less than a 
second.Soon after developing the fault, the safety 
system started work to shutting down the power 
plants which resulted 10,300 MW out of the sys-
tem, he said.He said from North to South, Tarbela 
and Mangla power stations witnessed shut down. 
However, he said it took few hours to restore the 
system back.The minister said he has person-
ally supervised the restoration work at National 
Power Control Centre. Technical teams were 

sent to identify the fault but were facing prob-
lems due to dense fog, he added.Omar Ayub said 
that no investment was made on up-gradation of 
transmission lines in past. The government has 
invested over Rs 49 billion on up-gradation of 
the transmission lines in last 2 years adding that 
more investment was being done, he added.e said 
owing to the huge investment in last two years, 
the transmission lines could transmit over 23000 
MW in last summer for the first time.Anti-fog 
conductors were installed besides washing of 
the transmission lines, he said.He said no break-
down was reported during the last two and half 
years due to the steps taken for up-gradation of 
the transmission system.The minister said that 
Lahore to Mitari Transmission line costing $ 1.6 
billion would be ready in March and April. Invest-
ment was also being carried out on up-gradation 
of 220 kV and 132 kV transmission lines, he said.
Similarly, re-conducting of other transmission 
lines were also under-progress adding that a 
spare transmission line would be available with 
us, he said.Giving the details of the power outag-
es, the minister said as many as eight major out-
ages occurred since 2013 in the country. .

Responding to a question, the minister said sud-
den frequency variation caused the tripping of 
the system. Anti-fog insulators were installed 
on the transmission system during the last two 
years, he added.To another query, he said the sys-
tem has stabilized and inquiry would be ordered 
to investigate the cause of tripping.To another 
question, the minister said the Prime Minister 
was informed about the tripping incident.

 India assures to return missing 
Chinese soldier: PLA

Indian media’s hyping of the incident 
didn’t square with the facts

ISLAMABAD

China has called on India to immediately return its 
soldier who went astray in the China-India border 
area and was found by Indian troops.Due to darkness 
and complicated geography, a soldier of the Chinese 
People’s LiberationArmy (PLA) frontier defense 
force went astray in the China-India border early 
Friday morning, and the PLA frontier defense force 
notified the Indian side of the information the first 
time, hoping the Indian side could assist in search 
and rescue of the lost Chinese soldier, according to a 
statement issued by People’s Liberation Army (PLA) 
Daily.Nearly two hours later, the response from the 
Indian side came, confirming that the missing soldier 
had been found and would be returned to the Chinese 
side after receiving instructions from the superior 
authority.Certain Indian media’s hyping of the incident 
didn’t square with the facts. The Indian side should 
strictly adhere to relevant agreements reached by 
the two countries and waste no time to return the 
lost soldier to the Chinese side, so as to add positive 
factors for de-escalating the border tensions between 
the two countries and jointly maintaining peace and 
tranquility in the China-India border areas.The Indian 
army agreed and promised to return the soldier after 
obtaining permission from their superior, said the 
statement, which asked India to abide by relevant 
agreements reached between the two sides.“We hope 
the Indian side could keep its promise and return the 
soldier as soon as possible,” the statement said, urging 
India to play a constructive role in easing tensions 
in the border areas and to jointly defend peace and 
stability in the region.Meanwhile, China and India are 
working on the situation of a Chinese soldier who lost 
his way in the China-India border area, with him later 
being held by the Indian side, sources close to the 
matter told the Global Times.Indian media reported 
that a Chinese soldier was apprehended by Indian 
troops near the south bank of Pangong Tso Lake in 
Ladakh on Friday.Sources close to the matter told 
the Global Times that the soldier lost his way and 
was captured by the Indian side. China and India 
are negotiating the situation.There were previously 
occasions when soldiers from both sides lost their 
way and crossed the border.In October, a PLA soldier 
went missing while helping a herdsman find his yak 
along the China-India border. 

ISLAMABAD
India’s bid to assume the chairmanship of 
some of the most important subsidiary bod-
ies of the UN Security Council could not mus-
ter support from other members of the 15-na-
tion body, according to diplomatic sources.
The sources said that the Indians pushed 
for, but failed, to secure the chairman-
ship of the powerful “1267” Al-Qaeda/
Da’esh Sanctions Committee and the 
“1540” Non-proliferation Committee and 
also to become the custodian of the Af-
ghanistan file in the Security Council.
Aware of India’s narrow bilateral agen-
da to utilize the Al-Qaeda and Da’esh 
Sanctions Committee for its own pur-
poses, the vast majority of Council mem-
bers were opposed to giving India the 
chairmanship of this key committee.
A Council source told the United Nations, 
Iftikhar Ali that India tried its utmost, until 
the very last moment, to get this position, 
lobbying intensively in New York and in 
the capitals of the Council’s members, but 
it failed to convince them. According to the 
source, it is no secret that New Delhi’s bid 
for the post was designed to advance In-

dia’s own agenda, mainly against Pakistan.
 “The work of the Al-Qaeda Sanctions Commit-
tee is too important to be given in the hands of 
the Indians,” an African diplomat remarked.
Pakistan last year submitted 4 listings of 
Indians nationals for supporting Tehrik-e 
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and Jamaat-ul-Ah-
rar (JuA) in Afghanistan. But these listings 
were blocked by some of India’s friends in 
the Al-Qaeda Sanctions Committee. More 
recently, Pakistan also conveyed informa-
tion on the financing and arming of the 
TTP and JuA, the two terrorist groups 
listed on the committee’s terrorism list.
Similarly, India’s bid for the Non-prolif-
eration Committee encountered resis-
tance in the Security Council, diplomats 
said. Many Western countries considered 
that India was not suited to head this im-
portant panel since it is not a party to the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty ( NPT). 
This raises a serious question mark re-
garding New Delhi’s nuclear status.
India also wanted to manage the Afghani-
stan issue in the Security Council but found 
that even some of its close friends felt that 
India’s role would not be positive in ad-

vancing the Afghan peace process. The 
Afghan file was given instead to two Euro-
pean countries, which the Council mem-
bers consider will play a more impartial 
and constructive role in the present deli-
cate phase of the situation in Afghanistan.
As a sop to India’s wounded pride, it was 
given the chairmanship of the 1988-Tali-
ban Sanctions Committee, where the 
proposals for listing and delisting of in-
dividuals rests mainly with the U.S. 
and other permanent members of the 
Council and the chair’s role is minimal.
About the hype created by the Indian UN 
Mission about assuming the chairmanship 
of the “ 1373” Counter Terrorism Commit-
tee (CTC), a Western diplomat noted that 
India has been given only a one year rath-
er than the normal two year term as the 
chair of this currently dormant committee 
and that too deferred until next year when 
the incumbent chair leaves the Council.
In addition, India will head the Libya sanc-
tions committees which is also lying dormant.
All in all, it’s not been a good start for India’s do-
mestically heralded 2-year term on the Secu-
rity Council, according to UN diplomats.VoM

UNSC member’s rejects Indian bid to secure 
leadership of key committees: Sources   
New Delhi’s bid for the post was designed to advance India’s own agenda

Reopening of King Fahad Causeway will help boost both kingdoms’ economiesWHO map discards Modi’s claim on 
IIOJ&K

 Republican claims, Trump committed ‘impeachable 
offenses’

Country wide power outage occurred due toTechnical fault at 
Guddu: Omar Ayub

Boosted Afghan-
Pak trade would 

maximize chances of 
regional economic 

integration:Qurban Ali
ISLAMABAD

Chairman of Federation of Pakistan Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) 
Capital Office, Qurban Ali Sunday said that 
FPCCI would arrange to offer a comprehen-
sive development plan for modernizing the 
industrial sector in the country.The transfer 
of technology from developed economies, 
promotion of e-commerce, value addition in 
the agriculture sector and also to introduce 
innovation in the country’s industrial sector 
are the major focus of FPCCI in a new plan of 
development in local industries, Senior lead-
er of FPCCI , Qurban Ali told APP here.The se-
nior business leader said that exploration of 
new markets and regional trade integration 
are the key elements for economic and trade 
expansion to materialize the industrial policy 
of the government.Responding to a question 
on regional trade connectivity with regional 
countries, he said Afghanistan can provide 
economic and trade connectivity with Cen-
tral Asian States (CARs) whereas explora-
tion of untapped market like Africa region 
and additional potential market of European 
Union (EU), North American countries be-
sides Association of South East Asian Nations 
(ASIANs) are the major potential for increas-
ing the connectivity and trade integration 
with regional and word economy.The senior 
business leader said that economic relations 
with Afghanistan and Central Asian Repub-
lics (CARs) would make Pakistan a hub for 
regional trade, transit and transshipment.He 
said that China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC), a project of global significance would 
connect the whole country from Balochistan 
to Gilgit Baltistan (GB) with big economies 
like China.Qurban Ali said that Gilgit Baltis-
tan and Northern Areas are considered as 
the gateway of CPEC as after the completion 
of this mega project Gilgit Baltistan would 
not only be connected with the major cities 
of the country but also with the great neigh-
boring economy China.He stressed the need 
of speedy work on Gilgit Baltistan Special 
Economic Zones (SEZs) to modernize the lo-
cal industry to increase the local export to the 
neighboring China and Central Asian States 
(CARs).


