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The people who see a trag-
edy like this one as an op-

portunity for political point 
scoring are the ones who do 

not have any humanity left in 
them.

Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting

Shibli Faraz

British MP writes to PM Johnson for raising 
horrifying torture on Indian farmers with Modi

Digital economy a great hope for Pakistan’s 
development: Cheng Xizhong

The Asian Telegraph

Pakistan, Korea 
agree for further 

talks on proposed 
FTA to promote 

free trade   
RAWALPINDI

Pakistan and Korea have agreed 
to hold further negotiations on 
proposed Free Trade Agree-
ment for increasing bilateral 
trade and promote free trade 
between the two countries.
An official of the Ministry of 
Commerce told APP today that 
agreement to this effect was 
reached during 3rd round of the 
meeting of Joint Trade Commit-
tee held virtually.
During the meeting, both sides 
agreed to enhance cooperation 
in trade related matters so that 
the true potential of bilateral 
trade can be tapped in an effec-
tive manner.
He said the Free Trade Agree-
ment was proposed by Paki-
stan during trade negotiations 
between the two countries in 
Seoul. VoM

Oil set for weekly gain on Saudi output cut pledge
Rally in global shares also lent 
some support to crude prices

Bureau Reporter
LONDON

Oil prices hit 11-month highs and were on 
track for a weekly gain on Friday, supported 
by Saudi Arabia’s pledge to cut output and a 
global stocks rally as investors looked beyond 
rising coronavirus cases.

Brent crude climbed $0.83, or 1.5%, to 
$55.21 a barrel by 1202 GMT, the highest since 
late February, and US West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) gained $0.66, or 1.3%, to $51.49, also 
its highest level since late February.

Both were on track for weekly gains of more 
than 6%.

“The surprise Saudi cut is keeping bulls at 
the helm,” said Stephen Brennock of oil broker 
PVM. “It will take a brave man to bet against 
the current bullish run of play.”

Saudi Arabia this week pledged extra, vol-
untary oil output cuts of one million barrels 
per day (bpd) in February and March as part 
of a deal under which most OPEC+ producers 
will hold production steady in the face of new 
coronavirus lockdowns.

However, analysts said oil prices could see 
a correction in coming months, if their rallies 
were not backed by stronger fuel demand.

Severe mobility restrictions around the 
world to contain a surge in Covid-19 cases 

still weighed on fuel sales, weakening the 
prospect of energy demand recovery in the 
first half of 2021.

“Oil markets are expected to stay in a bullish 
tone towards February,” said Kazuhiko Saito, 
chief analyst at commodities broker Fujitomi 
Co.

“But concerns over slower demand for 
gasoline and other fuels in the United States 
and other parts of the world due to wider re-
strictions to contain the spreading Covid-19 
pandemic may limit gains.”

The pandemic claimed its highest US death 
toll yet, killing more than 4,000 people in a 
single day, while China reported the biggest 

rise in daily cases in more than five months 
and Japan may extend a state of emergency 
beyond the greater Tokyo region.

A rally in global shares also lent some sup-
port to oil prices, with Japan’s Nikkei hitting 
a three-decade peak, as investors looked be-
yond rising coronavirus cases and focused 
on hopes for an economic recovery later in 
the year.

As a sign of tighter supply following Saudi 
Arabia’s cut, seven North Sea crude cargoes 
were bought and sold in the trading window 
operated by Platts on Thursday. Normally, just 
one or two cargoes change hands each day. 
Reuters

LONDON 
As Indian police continued to torture 

protesting farmers, a British parliamen-
tarian urged his Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson to raise the issue with Narendra 
Modi during his upcoming visit, urging 
him to resolve the deadlock and allow 
the people to use their democratic right 
of protest.

In a letter to British prime minister, 
Labour Member of Parliament for Slough 
Tan Dhesi said, “many constituents, espe-
cially those emanating from the Punjab 
and other parts of India, were horrified 
to see footage of water cannon, tear gas 
and brute force being used against hun-
dreds of thousands of peacefully protest-
ing farmers.”

Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi was elected as 
the MP for Slough, winning in the 2017 
General Election with a 17,000 major-
ity and later re-elected in 2019, thereby 
becoming the first ever turbaned Sikh in 
any European Parliament.

He said the issue had so galvanised the 
Indian diaspora community, especially 
those of a Punjabi or Sikh background, 
and others who have land or links to 
farming in India, that tens of thousands 
engaged in global protests, including in 
towns and cities across the Jammu and 

Kashmir.
He said a cross-party letter, signed by 

over hundred MPs and Lords, was sent to 
Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab to raise 
this matter with his Indian counterpart 
who had assured that it was raised with 
the Indian Foreign Minister, but he did 
not do so with the Indian Prime Minister 
during his December Delhi meeting.

Referring to a question raised to PM 
Johnson during the Prime Minister’s 
Questions on December 9, the MP said 
he had misunderstood the question as 
he made a reference to Pakistan and the 
need for “those two Governments to set-
tle” these matters. 

“The issue of course has nothing to do 
with Pakistan, but is regarding farmers 
from across India protesting and ex-
pressing their concerns of major corpo-
rates moving into the sector, as a result 
of new agriculture laws,” he clarified.

He urged the prime minister, who was 
scheduled to meet Indian counterpart in 
near future in New Delhi, to convey to 
the Indian Prime Minister “the heart-felt 
anxieties of our constituents, our hopes 
for a speedy resolution to the current 
deadlock and also for the democratic 
human right of citizens to peacefully 
protest.” APP

Pak exports to UK 
crosses US $ 1 billion 
in first 6 months of 
FY2020-21: Razak

Rawalpindi 
 Adviser to Prime Minister 
for Commerce and Invest-
ment Abdul Razak Dawood 
on Saturday informed the 
first time, Pakistan’s exports 
to the United Kingdom (UK) 
have crossed the US dollars 
one billion in the first six 
months of fiscal year 202-
121, the ever met target in 
the said duration.
From July 1 to end Decem-
ber 2020, the exports to UK 
grew by 21 percent touching 
figure of US $ 1,029 million 
as compared to figure of US $ 
852 million in the respective 
time during last fiscal year, 
the advisor tweeted.
Moreover, in December 2020, 
these exports grew by 47 
percent to US $ 189 million 
as compared to $ 129 million 
in December last year.
“I congratulate our exporters 
for this achievement and en-
courage them to make efforts 
to obtain a greater share of 
the market,” he said.
“ I also commend the ef-
forts of MOC’s Trade Officers 
(TOs) posted in the UK and 
urge them to work harder in 
finding opportunities for our 
exporters and provide facili-
tation to our businessmen,“ 
he said. VoM

NEW YORK
Pakistan’s UN Ambassador, Munir Akram, has praised the 

“heroism” of the Kashmiri people whose third generation 
was keeping alive the spirit of resistance to the Indian 
occupation, as he underscored the need for unity among 
their ranks at this critical juncture.

In a keynote speech to a webinar, held on Friday in con-
nection with the Kashmiris’ Right to Self-determination 
Day, Ambassador Akram assured the Kashmiri people of 
Pakistan’s steadfast support to their just cause.

Pakistan, he said, had re-internationalized the Kashmir 
issue, after it remained dormant for 15 to 20 years at the 
United Nations and other international forums.

“Today it (the Kashmir issue) is alive again,” the Pakistani 
envoy declared.

The UN Security Council, he said, has considered the 
Kashmir dispute three times; the UN Human Rights 
Council many times; the UN Special Rapporteurs spoke 
out on several occasions, with 18 of them having jointly 
highlighting the Indian atrocities and crimes in Jammu 
and Kashmir and calling for investigations at the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights — apart from the two re-
ports — has dealt with the issue five times in the Geneva-
based Council.

Titled “The rights of the Kashmiris to self–determination 
in the light of the UNCIP Resolution of January 5, 1949: 
An appraisal”, the webinar was organized by the Pakistan 
Mission to the UN. Deputy Permanent Representative, 
Muhammad Aamir Khan, moderated the session.

Other speakers included Dr. Imtiaz Khan, distin-

guished professor of George Washington University; 
Lars Rise, a Norwegian political figure; Timothy 
Todd Shea, an international humanitarian; Dr. Halil 
Toker, Chairman of the Department of Languages at 
the Istanbul University and author of a book on the 
Kashmir dispute; Ms. Victoria Schofield, a celebrated 
British author; Salman Khan, founder and chairman 
of South African Kashmiri Action Group and Muzamil 
Ayyub Thakur, a Kashmiri activist based in the UK.

Continuing, Ambassador Akram pointed out that 
Kashmir was not just a territorial dispute as it in-
volves the people of the disputed state. “It is a dispute 
about the soul of the people of Kashmir,” he said, em-
phasizing that the people of Kashmir and the people 
of Pakistan are one and the same.

“Every Pakistani has a deep sense of commitment to 
the cause of Kashmir”, Ambassador Akram said, add-
ing that Pakistan was the backbone of the Kashmiri 
struggle. VoM

Kashmir issue is alive again, says Munir Akram; 
lauds Kashmiris’ ‘heroism’

BEIJING   
Prime Minister Imran Khan was 

expected to launch the first phase of 
Pakistan’s Instant Payments System, 
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) Governor 
Dr Reza Baqir has said recently while 
steering the third nation-wide stake-
holders’ meeting on Digital Financial 
Services.

“This move demonstrates that 
Pakistan is accelerating digitization of 
the country, which includes success-
ful introduction of the digital account, 
provision of lifestyle banking, and in-
vestments through the Roshan Digital 
Accounts (RDA) for non-resident 
Pakistanis,”� Cheng Xizhong, visiting 
professor at Southwest University 
of Political Science and Law said on 
Saturday.

Pakistan is known as the land of op-
portunity as it has tremendous and 
unmatched potentials. While technol-
ogy-enabled innovation is the major 
spur to productive growth, rapid ad-
vances in technology are enabling new 
business opportunities.

As in the case, Pakistan`s efforts on 
the digital growth path will improve 

the business environment, attract do-
mestic and foreign investment, and 
accelerate the development of the 
national economy, he said in his arti-
cle published by China Economic Net 
(CEN). In his latest article, he pointed 
out that it was the right choice to go 
ahead with “Engage. 

Africa”. “And now I would like to reaf-
firm that Pakistan’s commitment to the 
development of the digital economy is 
another right choice. One right choice 
after another entails the wisdom and 
correctness of the policies made by 
the Imran Khan administration, which 

gives Pakistan great hope for fast eco-
nomic development.”

Why has China’s economy recovered 
so quickly and so did that of Pakistan’s? 
I believe the digital economy was 
the answer. In the battle against the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the digital econ-
omy with its strong vitality and great 
development potential has effectively 
hedged the downward pressure of 
economy in some countries including 
China and Pakistan. Hence, it’s time we 
give full play to the engine of the digital 
economy to achieve high-quality devel-
opment. Xinhua

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has assured 
the Hazara Community to provide them full 
protection and track down those behind the 
gruesome Machh incident.
Interacting with the bereaved families of 
the martyrs of Machh incident in Quetta on 
Saturday, he said the federal and provincial 
governments will play their part in this re-
gard.
He said a special cell is being established in 
the security forces to ensure the protection 
of Hazara community.
The Prime Minister said he and the entire 
nation fully shares the pain of Hazara com-
munity and stands behind them and that 
they will not be left alone at this critical 
juncture.
He assured that the promises made with 
them will be fulfilled. 
Imran Khan assured the bereaved families 
of Machh incident will be fully taken care of 
and that their demands have already been 
accepted.
Imran Khan said Government is putting in 

efforts to unite the nation and go after the 
elements trying to fan sectarian strife in the 
country.
The Prime Minister said the intelligence 
reports strongly suggest that India wants 
to stoke anarchy in Pakistan by attacking 
the religious scholars of different schools 
of thought and the Mach incident was also 
part of a bigger game.  
Imran Khan however, commended ISI for 
pre-empting three to four other major plots 
and said there are certain forces which 
want to create Shia-Sunni rift in the Muslim 
countries. 
He said he is putting in effort to unite the 
Muslim Ummah that is why he also strived 
to improve Saudi Arabia-Iran ties.
Earlier, the Prime Minister offered Fateha 
for the departed souls of the martyrs of the 
Mach incident.
The Governor Amanullah Khan Yasinzai, 
Chief Minister Jam Kamal Khan, Interior 
Minister Sheikh Rasheed, federal ministers 
Ali Zaidi and Ali Ameen Gandapur, provin-
cial ministers, Inspector General Police and 

Frontier Corps and other high ranking offi-
cials were also present on the occasion. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan, who is in Quet-
ta on a day-long visit to the city, has chaired 
a high level meeting regarding Machh trag-
edy and law and order situation in Balo-
chistan.   
The meeting was attended amongst others 
by Governor Balochistan Amanullah Khan 
Yasinzai, Chief Minister Jam Kamal, Fed-
eral Ministers, Sheikh Rashid Ahmad, Syed 
Ali Zaidi Ali Amin Gandapur, Special Assis-
tant to the Prime Minister Zulfiqar Abbass 
Bukhari and Deputy Speaker Qasim Khan 
Suri.
During his visit, the Prime Minister will 
meet the bereaved families of the martyrs 
of tragic Machh incident.
Earlier, the Prime Minister along with In-
terior Minister Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed and 
Minister for Kashmir Affairs and Baltistan 
Ali Amin Gandapur arrived in Quetta and 
was received by Chief Minister Balochistan 
Jam Kamal Khan, and Provincial Ministers 
at the airport. VoM

PM Visit Machh
PM assures Hazara Community to track down those behind 

the gruesome Machh incident
PM reviews law and order situation in Balochistan

Pak-Cuba pledges 
extended cooperation in 

trade, culture
Pakistan, Bangladesh vows to mend ties

ISLAMABAD
President Dr Arif Alvi on Friday said Pakistan 
attached utmost importance to its ties with 
Cuba and wanted to enhance bilateral coop-
eration in areas of trade, economy, health and 
culture.
The President stated this while talking to the 
outgoing Cuban Ambassador Gabriel Tiel 
Capote, here at Aiwan-e-Sadr.President Alvi 
said both countries needed to identify and 
explore areas of trade and investment coop-
eration.He also stressed the need for cultural 
and parliamentary exchanges between the 
two countries.
Dr Alvi said Pakistan deeply appreciated 
the Cuban assistance in the wake of 2005 
earthquake by sending medical teams and 
providing scholarships to Pakistani medical 
students.High Commissioner for Pakistan Mr. 
Imran Ahmed Siddiqui called on the Hon’ble 
State Minister, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. 
Md. Shahriar Alam today at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 
The two sides discussed issues of mutual in-
terest and agreed to work further for promo-
tion of bilateral relations, says a press release 
received from Dhaka here today. The High 
Commissioner handed over a signed copy of 
Tripartite Agreement of 1974 to the Hon’able 
State Minister which had addressed all the 
outstanding issues between the two coun-
tries. 
The High Commissioner said that the agree-
ment should serve as a foundation for further 
strengthening of the existing fraternal rela-
tions. 
The High Commissioner further underlined 
that in order to establish productive com-
mercial relations, there was a need to address 
all non-trade barriers and efforts need to be 
made to facilitate frequent interaction be-
tween the business sectors of the two coun-
tries. VoM
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US China relation and  influence 
on Asian region

C hina began the opening up and reform of its economy in 
1978. This has resulted in unprecedented economic growth 
that lifted millions out of poverty. To this day, the US is 
still China’s top export market. And, along with the US$250 
billion of American business investment and the technol-
ogy and expertise that comes with it, the US has played an 

important role in China’s economic success. Since 1978, China’s gross 
domestic product expanded 240 times, and its middle class grew to 
be larger than the entire population of the US. In previous years, ro-
bust economic connections kept the US-China bilateral relationship on 
track in times when political or military frictions could have derailed 
it.  Other countries in Asia are only now starting to ask that as they 
realise how much is at stake.  The scale of the damage to Asian econo-
mies depends on how bad the trade war gets. Collateral damage from 
trade tensions between America and China seems inevitable. Even if 
a full-blown trade war is averted because either country backs down 
both sides would not return to the rules-based trade order that has 
prevailed until now. Rather, a deal would involve some kind of managed 
trade. That is certainly better than full-blown conflict. But it repudiates 
that order, while diverting trade and investment. For instance if china 
reduces its purchase of US treasury bonds, a key source of liquidity 
for the American market; cancelling major trade deals like purchase of 
American Boeing aircrafts; cracking down on American car and elec-
tronics investors; and maintaining long-term blockage of tech compa-
nies from Silicon Valley from China’s humongous internet market, it 
has far reaching implications. Asian economies such as Taiwan, South 
Korea and Southeast Asian could be badly hit . The post covid19 sce-
narios are different.   The dependency and requirements have changed 
the ground realities. Moreover, the implementations of new trends 
altered so many aspects. 

Technology addiction

I f we discuss the most impossible thing in the present world prob-
ably avoiding cell phones, computers and many other technologies 
would surely be the answer. No doubt it’s give huge pleasure to 
see your children learning how to use the new devices and be 
the part of these learning procedures but sometime this learning 
procedure reach to the limit where it becomes almost difficult to 

get some time for the physical activities. This is the situation that can 
be more dangerous in the future. Spending too much time on screens 
can be harmful for the children. These digital doses need to be limited 
in order to increase the physical engagements of your child. There are 
certain things which need your attention being a parent.Imagine your 
own childhood when you were supposed to talk to your parents and it 
was indeed a fun activity. Children in the past were too much anxious 
to seek some time so that could spend it with their parents but your 
children are born in a technological world where they don’t have much 
time to spend with the parents or other people around. They are busy 
with their friends on social media. This so called social activity actually 
created a distance between the children and the social set up of a society. 
Children now spend more time on social media than to spend it with fam-
ily or friends for a face to face conversation.  They are unable to build a 
confidence in the parents and trust more in the friends on social media. If 
we talk about the traits empathy is the one that use to separate a human 
from the other creatures like animals. It is to understand and realize the 
situation and people around.  This understanding is must for the social 
and personal survival of a person.  As our children are friendlier with the 
computers and they are more comfortable with them, it actually lessens 
this trait of human in the children of this technological era. 

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Cultural Imperialism on Youth

Pakistan is one of those developing nations that 
suffer from cultural imperialism. Cultural imperialism 
takes place when one culture dominates the culture of 
another nation. Media has a strong influence on cul-
tures in today’s world by fascinating audiences with 
cultural entertainment items, music, popularizing dis-
tinct fashions, literature, visual arts, architecture, lan-
guage, lifestyles and cultures. It is believed that media 
outlets remove distinctions between human societies 
and create a common culture in which unique aspects 
of national and local cultures are no longer relevant. 
The media is seen as a modern form of imperialism and 
the degradation of individual cultures and diversity.
Since we have a history with India, the effects of Indian 
culture are fairly visible in our lifestyle. We celebrate 
Indian events like Basant, perform Indian traditions 
and customs in our ceremonies, follow the dowry 
system in marriages, listen to their music and watch 
Indian movies and series that affect our social values 
and blur the lines between Urdu and Hindi language, 
we intermix and blend them in our routine without 
even recognizing. We got rid of the British rule but 
before going they sowed their culture in our soil. 
The British ousting from the subcontinent in no way 
meant that the customs they introduced would fade 

away. During their reign, they not only influenced the 
people politically and economically but they influenced 
their minds and culture to such an extent that even 
succeeding generations have absorbed and adapted 
the influence of western culture. Western cultures are 
still valued over native customs due to acculturation, 
westernization and modernization leading to a kind of 
colonization of the mind. This colonization of mind is 
the root cause of the identity crisis faced by our youth. 
Our youth watches western movies, listen to English 
music and carry western outfits. All these are a com-
mon part of our daily life and we do not even realize. 
Not to forget the “English” language, that is our official, 
but not the national language. Foreign channels are 
increasing English obsession among youth. If you’re 
a part of today’s youth and you do not speak English 
you’re considered as backward and illiterate. According 
to surveys, our youth feels proud of speaking English. 
That’s how much we are under the influence of cultural 
imperialism.
Electronic & social media has changed the way we so-
cialize and organize, from our living, our homes to our 
outfits and our language, it’s all westernized.  Pakistani 
viewer’s whole lifestyle is eclipsed by foreign media. 
Remember watching TV with your family? It switched 
to individual Netflix surfing. Youngsters prefer watch-
ing foreign channels over Pakistani channels. The youth 
has become vulnerable to the obscene and uncensored 
scenes. Unsupervised freedom has been considered a 
major source of trouble and threat to youngster’s moral 
development. Youth is the most affected generation to 
adopt cultural changes; they adopt the way of life por-
trayed in foreign TV shows and media resulting in the 
change of lifestyle, dressing, behaviours and cultures. 
Now, even the Pakistani independent channels have a 

due share in the imitation and promotion of change 
in costume, dresses and lifestyle. The use of drugs is 
increased and the culture of partying is customary 
due to the influence of western culture on our youth. 
Youngsters prefer listening to Western music rather 
than promoting Pakistani music like coke studio, in 
fact, our Pakistani music channels are copying foreign 
music. Another key danger of cultural imperialism is 
that foreign tastes have crowded out local food, eat-
ing habits and dining culture, and our youth prefers 
foreign food like Chinese, Italian, McDonald’s, KFC, 
Pizza Hut etc. over Pakistani food. It is also a form of 
cultural imperialism and we are adapting to it, building 
our taste buds. Wearing western clothes is preferred 
over wearing traditional Pakistani dresses, which are a 
part of our identity and unique culture. Identity crisis 
is clearly visible in the actions of Pakistani youth.  A 
community is recognized by the way they dress, their 
beliefs and customs and the way they talk and interact, 
our young generation has completely changed/evolved, 
due to cultural imperialism it’s hard to distinguish be-
tween foreigners and locals.
Globalization has taken the form of media/cultural 
imperialism with the emergence of media empires. 
International Media manipulate the global networks 
of communication to serve their ends by promoting 
foreign ideologies, traditions and values while replac-
ing Pakistani culture and changing lifestyle, language 
and other aspects of Pakistani people. Local cultures 
have made their own hybrid cultures. Our culture is 
not pure Pakistani and not even purely westernized, 
its somewhere in between. If we work on empower-
ing and promoting our local culture, we can emerge 
as an independent state with its own rich culture and 
identity. 

Netflix Reality Series Follows Real-Life Crazy Rich Asians
BEVERLY HILLS

Dazzling jewels, designer couture, private jets 
and lavish parties? No, this isn’t “Crazy Rich 
Asians,” it’s the cast of Netflix’s new reality series 
“Bling Empire.”

“Bling Empire” follows a wildly wealthy group 
of Asian and Asian-American friends (and fren-
emies) in Los Angeles. While their days and 
nights are filled with fabulous parties and ex-
pensive shopping sprees, don’t let the glitz and 
glamour fool you. Between running multi-billion 
dollar businesses and traveling the world, these 
friends are as good at keeping secrets as they are 
at spilling them. And there is certainly no short-
age of secrets.

Filmed in — where else? — Beverly Hills, the 
eight-episode, 45-minute series debuts Jan. 15 on 
the streamer.

Some of the cast members already have established 
careers in Hollywood.

There’s Kevin Kreider, a male model and actor who 
was born in Korea and adopted by a white family in 
Philadelphia when he was 3 years old. Kreider has 
spoken openly about his struggles with identity, con-
fidence, and perceptions of Asian masculinity (culmi-
nating in a viral TED Talk a few years back). Judging 
by all his shirtless selfies, it looks like he’s been able 
to conquer some of those issues.

Jaime Xie is a fashion influencer who boasts 260,000 
Instagram followers.

Kane Lim is the son of a Singaporean billionaire. His 
Instagram profile lists his occupation as “Real Estate 

Developer/Investor/Philanthropist/TBD” and is full 
of photos of luxury items. “Just go shopping, that’s the 
best therapy,” he says in the trailer, which also features 
his wall of shoes. Kim Lee is a “super famous” DJ who 
boasts, “If you’ve got it, flaunt it!”

There’s also Dr. Gabriel Chiu and his wife Christine 
Alexandra Chiu, founders of Beverly Hills Plastic 
Surgery, as well as Guy Tang, hairstylist to the stars.

Other cast members include Anna Shay, Cherie Chan, 

Kelly Mi Li, Andrew Gray, Florent Bonadei and Jessey 
Lee.

The show signals a push into unscripted content 
featuring Asians. HBO Max launched its own series 
about affluent Asians, titled “House of Ho,” last month. 
Bravo’s popular “Real Housewives” franchise has wel-
comed three Asian/Pacific Islander members: Jen 
Shah of “Salt Lake City,” Tiffany Moon of “Dallas” and 
Crystal Minkoff of “Beverly Hills.”

The Red Planet’s many hidden 
colours

SHANGHAI
The US space agency (Nasa) is about 

to put its latest rover, Perseverance, on 
Mars. But we shouldn’t forget that the 
existing robot, Curiosity, is still there 
and working well following its landing 
in equatorial Gale Crater back in 2012. 
Curiosity celebrates 3,000 Martian days, 
or Sols, on the surface of the Red Planet 
on Tuesday. The Mission Science Team 
has collected together a series of pictures 
that record some of the rover’s major 
achievements.

When we got these images down in 
June 2018 it was a big relief for the team, 
even though it was a rather dusty time on 
Mars. That’s because it marked the re-
start of drilling operations by the rover. 
“Duluth” was the first rock sample suc-
cessfully drilled (see centre of the image 
for the drill hole) since October 2016. A 
mechanical issue had taken the drill of-
fline. By June 2018, a new technique had 
been planned and tested by the JPL en-
gineers, letting us get back to the crucial 
drilling, without which our work had 
been held back.

Twice every Martian year, near the 
seasonal equinoxes, the paths of the 
Martian moons Phobos and Deimos cross 

in front of the Sun as seen by Curiosity. 
This animation shows the 22km diam-
eter Phobos in transit across the sun on 
Sol 2359. The transit lasted about 35 
seconds. The precise timing of transits 
measured in observations like this helps 
scientists understand the tidal interac-
tions between Phobos and Mars.

The tiny amount of water vapour in 
the thin atmosphere of Mars can form 
clouds, especially in the cooler times of 
year and around high peaks. Curiosity 
has observed thin clouds overhead many 
times in its mission. But on Sol 2410, it 
was able to observe a special kind of 
cloud that forms at very high altitudes, in 
this case about 31km above the surface. 
These clouds are called “noctilucent” 
because they remain illuminated by the 
sun even after sunset has occurred at the 
surface. 

• SOHAIL MAJEED BUTT
Islamabad 

A briefing was held in premises of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan by the Head 
of the OSCE Center in Ashgabat Ms. Natalia 
Drozd. 

The main topic was the Ashgabat Final 
document, adopted on the outcomes of the 
International  Conference “Policy of  neu-
tra l i ty  and I ts  Importance  in  Ensuring 
International Peace, Security and Sustainable 
Development” held on December 12 of last 
year in honor of the 25th anniversary of 
Turkmenistan’s  permanent  neutral i ty.  As 
known,  this  Document was circulated as 
the documents of the 75th session of the UN 
General Assembly and the UN Security Council. 
The event was attended by Turkmen diplo-
mats and faculty members of the Institute 
of International Relations of the Ministry 
o f  Fo r e i g n  A f f a i r s  o f  Tu r k m e n i s t a n . 
In the beginning of  her speech,  N.Drozd 
noted that the last year marked by the 25th 

anniversary of  the international  recogni-
tion of the status of permanent neutrality of 
Turkmenistan was filled with important events. 
She emphasized the significance of political, 
economic and humanitarian aspects of the policy 
of neutrality in strengthening the regional and 
global security and stability. 

In  this  context ,  Ms.  Drozd highl ighted 
t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  A s h ga b a t  F i n a l 
Document, which urges to develop the con-
cept of neutrality and promoting the role 
of  neutral ism in international  efforts  to 
maintain peace and mutual understanding. 
Also N. Drozd noted that this Document calls 
for the active use of the tools of preventive di-
plomacy, which is one of the key components of 
the OSCE functions. 

In  this  context ,  she  stressed that  the 
Organization highly appraises Turkmenistan’s ad-
herence to the principles of preventive diplomacy. 
“It should be noted specifically that the Ashgabat 
Document welcomes the establishment of the 

Group of Friends of Neutrality for the sake of 
peace, security and sustainable development.

 This  ini t iat ive  of  the  Government  of 
Turkmenistan is of particular importance, since 
the Group will serve as an effective platform for 
maintaining equal dialogue on applying the po-
tential of neutrality in order to improve inter-
national political cooperation”, N. Drozd noted. 

S h e  a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t 
t h i s  D o c u m e n t  w i l l  s e r ve  a s  a  g u i d e-
l i n e  f o r  f u r t h e r  j o i n t  a c t i v i t i e s . 
During the briefing, the Head of the OSCE Center 
in Ashgabat also emphasized the importance of 
the UN General Assembly Resolution declaring 
the year 2021 as the International Year of Peace 
and Confidence. 

“By initiating this Resolution, Turkmenistan 
reaffirmed its commitment to the use of neutral-
ity to facilitate global efforts to promote peace 
and security. The resolution acquires special 
significance in the light of modern threats to 
global security”, N.Drozd added.

Head of the OSCE Center in Ashgabat held a briefing on the adoption of the Ashgabat Final Document 
TAT Special

O n January 9, 2007, Apple Inc. CEO 
Steve Jobs unveils the iPhone—
a touchscreen mobile phone 
with an iPod, camera and Web-
browsing capabilities, among 
other features—at the Macworld 

convention in San Francisco. Jobs, dressed in 
his customary jeans and black mock turtleneck, 
called the iPhone a “revolutionary and magi-
cal product that is literally five years ahead of 
any other mobile phone.” When it went on sale 
in the United States six months later, on June 
29, amidst huge hype, thousands of customers 
lined up at Apple stores across the country to 
be among the first to purchase an iPhone. In 
November 2007—by which point more than 1.4 
million iPhones had been sold—Time magazine 
named the sleek, 4.8-ounce device, originally 
available in a 4GB, $499 model and an 8GB, 
$599 model, its invention of the year. The iP-
hone went on sale in parts of Europe in late 
2007, and in parts of Asia in 2008. In July 2008, 
Apple launched its online App Store, enabling 
people to download software applications that 
let them use their iPhones for games, social net-
working, travel planning and an every growing 
laundry list of other activities. Apple went on 
to over 10 updated models of the iPhone. The 

iPhone helped turned Apple, which Jobs (1955-
2011) co-founded with his friend Stephen 
Wozniak in California in 1976, into one of the 
planet’s most valuable corporations. In 2012, 
five years after the iPhone’s debut, more than 
200 million had been sold. The iPhone joined a 
list of innovative Apple products, including the 

Macintosh (launched in 1984, it was one of the 
first personal computers to feature a graphical 
user interface, which allowed people to navigate 
by pointing and clicking a mouse rather than 
typing commands) and the iPod portable music 
player (launched in 2001), that became part of 
everyday modern life.

January 09,2007, Steve Jobs debuts the iPhone

Maham Tayyeb
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Footwear designer 
Amina Muaddi escapes 

to Dubai

DUBAI
Part-Jordanian footwear designer Amina Muaddi jet-
ted off to Dubai this week for a quick getaway, she 
revealed on social media. The designer, who was born 
in Italy to a Romanian mother and a Jordanian father, 
posted a series of snaps on Instagram that offered a 
glimpse into her UAE escape. 
“For a few days,” she captioned the post, which in-
cluded pictures and videos of palm trees, Dubai’s 
sprawling skyline and the stunning desert resort 
she was staying at.
The 33-year-old also posted two snaps of herself 
lounging on a wicker chair and wearing a pair of ze-
bra-print platform sandals seemingly from her epon-
ymous brand’s unreleased Spring 2021 collection.
“The sandal, where is it from?” one Instagram 
user commented along with a series of fire emojis, 
prompting Muaddi to respond “SS21” with the nails 
and shushing emojis. 
Muaddi, who spends the bulk of her days creating col-
lections, is also a travel enthusiast for whom, before 
the global lockdown, trips around the world were 
routine.  VoM

Dame Barbara Windsor 
laid to rest

DUBAI
Beloved British actress Dame Barbara Windsor was 
laid to rest at a small funeral in London on Friday.
The Carry On films icon’s former EastEnders co-stars 
Anna Karen and Ross Kemp and comedians Matt 
Lucas and David Walliams were among the celebrities 
who joined Dame Barbara’s husband Scott Mitchell, 
friends and family at Golders Green Crematorium for 
the service.
Kemp, who played Windsor’s on-screen son on TV, 
delivered a eulogy, as did actor and friend Christopher 
Biggins.
Dame Barbara died in December after a years-long 
battle with dementia.
Kemp, who played Grant Mitchell in the long-running 
British soap, called Windsor “a true star that burned 
brighter and longer than many of her famous 
contemporaries.”
“She was truly talented, a triple threat: She could 
sing, she could dance and she could act. A night at the 
theatre with Barbara could end up with an impromptu 
knees-up, including songs and a tap dance. She was a 
star with incredible energy...” he continued.

Perrie Edwards leaks Little 
Mix’s chart success

Barbados
Little Mix star Perrie Edwards is in hot water with U.K. pop 
chart compilers after announcing the band’s new song, 
Sweet Melody, was number one before the latest countdown 
was released on Friday.
The pop star took to Instagram to share a video of her 
flower gift from boyfriend Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain along-
side the caption: “No 1 babyyy”, while the song played in 
the background.
Perrie quickly removed the post, but not before fans around 
the world spotted it and commented, with one writing: “DID 
PERRIE JUST CONFIRM SWEET MELODY IS NUMBER ONE 
BEFORE THE CHARTS EVEN ANNOUNCED IT?” and another 
remarking: “perrie managing to leak the chart position is 
such a perrie move.”
The hit is the band’s first number one since Jesy Nelson 
announced she was leaving the group for mental health 
reasons last month.
Perrie, Leigh-Anne Pinnock, and Jade Thirlwall took to 
Instagram to share a brief clip of themselves welcoming in 
the New Year as a trio, and the caption: “We can’t wait to see 
you all again very soon. 

Bureau Reuter
SHANGHAI  

Frank Lampard said on Friday that 
Chelsea’s poor run of form makes his 
Stamford Bridge job “more exciting” 
as he seeks to pull his side out of their 
slump.
Lampard, whose team have suffered 
four defeats in six Premier League 

matches, said he expected pressure 
when he became Chelsea boss in 2019.
“I have to say my personality means 
that I’m weirdly quite strange, probably, 
you probably have to be to do this job 
at times,” he said.
“But when things are going well I put 
more pressure on myself, because I 
don’t like things going well because I’ll 

worry about what’s around the corner.”
Lampard said he had worried about 
complacency during Chelsea’s long un-
beaten run earlier this season.
“Now I find this more challenging in a 
good way in terms of my job, because 
I can find out more about myself, I can 
find out more about every member of 
the team, every member of the staff,” 
he said.
“And it actually makes my job more ex-
citing.” Chelsea briefly moved top of the 
Premier League table by beating Leeds 
3-1 at Stamford Bridge on Dec. 5.
The Blues have mustered just one win 
in all competitions since then, to slip to 
ninth in the table — and heap the pres-
sure on former Chelsea and England 
midfielder Lampard.
The Blues host League Two Morecambe 
in Sunday’s FA Cup third-round clash at 
Stamford Bridge with a clutch of acad-
emy stars primed to step into a much-
changed squad.

Staff Report
Karachi

Chris Gayle will be one of the major 
potential picks when the HBL Pakistan 
Super League 2021 Player Draft takes 
place at the High Performance Centre 
on Sunday afternoon. The event will 
be staged in Karachi and Lahore from 
February 20 to March 22.
Gayle, 41, has previously represented 
Lahore Qalandars (2016) and Karachi 
Kings (2017), and boasts one of the most 
remarkable and outstanding T20 careers 
– 411 matches, 13,584 runs, top score 
175 not out, strike-rate 146.72, 22 cen-
turies, 85 half-centuries, 1001 sixes and 
80 wickets at an economy-rate of 7.64. 
If Gayle succeeds in attracting the fran-
chises with his stardom that backs his 
impressive T20 career, this will be the 
first time since 2006 that he will play 
competitive cricket in Pakistan. The 

Jamaican’s stints with Qalandars and 
Kings were in the United Arab Emirates.
Since the second half of 2019, all cricket 
has been played in Pakistan with the 
first-ever HBL Pakistan Super League 
taking place from start to finish in 
2020. The international sides to tour 
during this period include Sri Lanka, 
Bangladesh and Zimbabwe, while South 
Africa are due in Karachi next week. Also 

scheduled to visit Pakistan in 2021 are 
New Zealand, England (men’s and wom-
en’s) and the West Indies.
Gayle, a two-time ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup winner, is one of over 400 foreign 
players from 20 cricket playing coun-
tries who have expressed their avail-
ability and interest in one of the most 
competitive and high-quality leagues in 
the world. 

Benchmark KSE-100 index rises 
0.68% to settle at 45,654.34

Bureau Report
KARACHI

Ignoring the ongoing political uncertainty, 
the stock market notched up handsome 
gains on Friday as investors focused on 
positive economic indicators.

According to the Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics (PBS), exports in December 
2020 showed a significant improvement 
and surged to $2.35 billion, an increase of 
18.3%.

Furthermore, the foreign exchange re-
serves held by the central bank rose 1.98% 
on a weekly basis, according to data re-
leased by the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), 
which boosted investors’ confidence.

However, political uncertainty amid con-
tinued sit-ins across the county by mourn-
ers of the Hazara community, which entered 
the sixth consecutive day on Friday, gave 
bears a chance to take charge at regular in-
tervals, wiping off most of the gains during 
the second session of the day.

The benchmark KSE-100 index opened 
up and continued its upward march during 
the first session, gaining over 600 points. 
However, the index plunged after resump-

tion of trading in the second session, none-
theless, bulls managed to pull the index into 
the green.

At close, the benchmark KSE-100 index 
recorded an increase of 309.80 points, or 
0.68%, to settle at 45,654.34 points.

Arif Habib Limited, in its report, stated 
that an improvement in leading macro in-
dicators such as growth in exports (highest 
monthly number since September 2013) as 
well as consistent increase in central bank’s 
forex reserves helped investors maintain 
upbeat sentiment.

“The impact was observed especially in 
banking sector stocks, which were relatively 
laggards in the previous bull-run,” it added.

Contributions were led by the banking 
sector in terms of points, however, selling 
pressure was noted in oil and gas market-
ing companies.

Among textile sector stocks, Interloop 
Limited performed well on the back of 
expected announcement of a new textile 
policy in the coming week.

Sectors contributing to the performance 
included banks (+160 points), engineering 
(+25 points), exploration and production 
(+21 points), textile (+21 points) and ferti-
liser (+21 points).

Individually, stocks that contributed 

positively to the index included UBL (+49 
points), MCB (+38 points), Oil and Gas 
Development Company (+26 points), 
Bank AL Habib (+25 points) and HBL (+21 
points).

Stocks that contributed negatively were 
Fauji Fertiliser (-17 points), Pakistan State 
Oil (-15 points), Mari Petroleum (-11 
points), Kohat Cement (-6 points) and Unity 
Foods (-5 points).

Overall, trading volumes surged to 696.4 
million shares compared with Thursday’s 
tally of 641.4 million. The value of shares 
traded during the day was Rs21.6 billion. 

Bureau Report
WASHINGTON 

US employers shed jobs last month 
for the first time since April, cutting 
140,000 positions, clear evidence 
that the economy is faltering as the 
viral pandemic tightens its grip on 
consumers and businesses.

At the same time, the unemploy-
ment rate stayed at 6.7 percent, the 
first time it hasn’t fallen since April.

Friday’s figures from the Labor 
Department suggest that employers 
have rehired roughly all the work-
ers they can afford to after having 
laid off more than 22 million in the 
spring — the worst such loss on 
record. With consumer spending 
barely growing over the past few 
months, most companies have little 
incentive to hire. The economy still 
has 9.9 million fewer jobs than it did 
before the pandemic sent it sinking 

into a deep recession nearly a year 
ago.

The pandemic will likely continue 
to weaken the economy through the 
winter and perhaps early spring. But 
many economists, along with the 
Federal Reserve’s policymakers, say 
they think that once the coronavirus 

vaccines are more widely distrib-
uted, a broad recovery should take 
hold in the second half of the year. 
The incoming Biden administration, 
along with a now fully Democratic-
controlled House and Senate, is also 
expected to push rescue aid and 
spending measures that could ac-

celerate growth.
For now, the renewed surge in 

virus cases, as well as cold weather, 
has caused millions of consumers 
to avoid eating out, shopping and 
traveling. Reimposed business re-
strictions have shut down numerous 
restaurants, bars, and other venues.

Economists at TD Securities esti-
mate that more than half the states 
have restricted gatherings to 10 or 
fewer people, up from about a quar-
ter in September. New York City and 
California, among others, placed strict 
new limits on restaurants last month.

In recent months, retailers have 
been especially hurt by the slump in 
consumer spending. Debit and credit 
card data tracked by JPMorgan 
Chase, based on 30 million accounts, 
shows that Americans slowed their 
purchases during the holiday shop-
ping season.

US loses 140,000 jobs, first monthly loss since spring

China to counter ‘un-
justified’ foreign trade 

and business laws
Bureaau Report

CAIRO
China’s Ministry of Commerce on 

Saturday published new rules for 
countering “unjustified” laws and 
restrictions imposed by foreign coun-
tries on Chinese companies and citi-
zens, as economic relations between 
Beijing and Washington deteriorate. 
The rules on “unjustified extra-terri-
torial application of foreign legisla-
tion” were posted on department’s 
website and established a “working 
mechanism” to assess the legal im-
plications of such incidents.

According to the notice, a Chinese 
person or organisation that is re-
stricted by foreign legislation from 
“engaging in normal economic, trade 
and related activity with a third State 
or its citizens,” may report it to the 
commerce department within 30 days.

The commerce department will 
then assess a case for its potential 
violation of international law, impact 
on China’s sovereignty and national 
security, and impact on Chinese 
citizens.

When a citizen or other organi-
sation “suffers significant losses” 
from non-compliance with foreign 
legislation, “relevant government 
departments may provide neces-
sary support”, the notice says.

The Chinese government might 
also enact “necessary counter-
measures” in response.

The new rules come amid an 
ongoing backlash against vari-
ous Chinese companies from for-
eign governments, especially the 
United States.

Bureau Report
LONDON

Britain’s competition watchdog said Friday 
it launched an investigation into Google’s plan 
to overhaul its ad data system over worries 
it could leave even less room for rivals in the 
online ad industry.

The Competition and Markets Authority said 
it opened a formal investigation into Google’s 
proposals to remove so-called third-party 
cookies from its popular Chrome browser and 
Chromium browser engine.

Cookies are small pieces of text kept on de-
vices to keep track of user information such 
as the login name. They’re used to help busi-
nesses more effectively target advertising and 
fund free online content such as newspapers, 
but they can also be used to track users across 
the Internet.

Google has proposed replacing third-party 
cookies with its own tools, as part of a “digital 
sandbox” set to be rolled out in 2022. But the 
watchdog said the changes could hurt pub-
lishers’ ability to make money as well as un-
dermine digital ad competition, entrenching 
Google’s market power.

“Google’s Privacy Sandbox proposals will 

potentially have a very significant impact on 
publishers like newspapers, and the digital 
advertising market. But there are also privacy 
concerns to consider,” the CMA’s CEO Andrea 
Coscelli said in a statement. Regulators will 
work with the UK’s privacy commissioner and 
engage with Google during the investigation, 
he said.

Chrome is the world’s dominant web 
browser, and many others like Microsoft’s 
Edge are based on Google’s Chromium tech-
nology. In a market study last year, the CMA 
found that Google controls more than 90 per-
cent of the UK’s 7.3 billion-pound ($10 bil-
lion) search advertising market.

Google stressed that it hasn’t made any 
changes yet and it’s collaborating with the 

industry to come up with the best solution. 
The company pointed out that other brows-
ers such as Safari and Firefox have already 
started blocking third-party cookies but also 
acknowledged that such moves hurt the abil-
ity of content creators, newsrooms, web de-
velopers and videographers to make money.

“Creating a more private web, while also 
enabling the publishers and advertisers who 
support the free and open Internet, requires 
the industry to make major changes to the 
way digital advertising works,” the company 
said.

The CMA opened its investigation after re-
ceiving a complaint from an industry lobby-
ing group, Marketers for an Open Web, which 
has said the changes would create a “walled 
garden” owned by Google and deny publishers 
access to cookies they use to sell digital ads, 
crimping their revenues by up to two-thirds.

“Providing more directly identifiable, per-
sonal information to Google does not pro-
tect anyone’s privacy,” said the group, made 
up of technology and publishing companies. 
“We believe that the CMA’s investigation will 
confirm this and save the web for future 
generations.”

Google faces probe over plan to overhaul its 
ad data system

Bureau Report
SHANGHAI

Defending champion Carlos 
Sainz steered his Mini to victory 
in Friday’s sixth stage of the 
Dakar Rally as French teammate 
Stephane Peterhansel main-
tained his stranglehold on the 
lead of motorsport’s most gru-
eling rally.
The Spaniard, a three-time Dakar 
winner whose son Carlos Jr. races 
for Ferrari in Formula One, timed 
3hr 38min 27sec over the spe-
cial, finishing 4:03 ahead of Saudi 
Toyota driver Yazeed Al-Rajhi for 
his second stage win this year.
Nasser Al-Attiyah was third, just 
ahead of France’s Peterhansel, 
the 13-time Dakar champion 
who is now leading the Qatari 
by 5:53 in the overall standings, 
with Sainz third at 40:39.
Despite the victory, Sainz was 
hard on himself and co-driver 
Lucas Cruz, saying he thought 
they could have “done a
better job.”
“On one day, I lost 30 minutes, on 
another 30 minutes too and on 
another day six minutes, so more 
than an hour in all,” he said.
“I’m not so happy with Lucas and 
myself, I’m not so happy with 
how we’ve been doing. My best 
moment is maybe today and the 
worst is all the rest of the days — 
I have been losing a lot of time, 
so it’s not easy.”
The course between Al-
Qaisumah and Hail was short-
ened by 100km to 348km after 
the delayed arrivals of competi-
tors following Thursday’s stage.
In the motorbike category, 
Spain’s Joan Barreda claimed a 

third stage win this year.
The HRC rider clocked 3hr 45min 
27sec, finishing just 13 seconds 
in front of the Yamaha ridden 
by Botswanan Ross Branch and 
0.53 ahead of Australian Daniel 
Sanders’ KTM.
“I’m really happy because up to 
now I’ve kept safe with the bike, 
had no crashes and I’m feeling 
really strong, so I’ll try to carry 
on next week like this,” said 
Barreda.
Two-time champion Toby Price of 
Australia (KTM) took the lead in 
the overall standings, 2:16 ahead 
of Honda rider Kevin Benavides, 
the Argentinian who suffered a 
broken nose and injured ankle 
in a crash on Thursday’s stage 
which he still won.
Overnight leader Xavier de 
Soultrait fell to fifth, while de-
fending champion Ricky Brabec 
of the United States is down in 
13th, 19:56 off Price’s leading 
time.
Price, who won the Dakar in 
2016 and 2019, said all the rid-
ers had benefitted from a short-
ened stage going into a rest day.
“These two boys behind me, 
they led out all day and were 
absolutely on fire, the pace was 
crazy,” he said.

Stocks gain 310 points on positive macros

Lampard ‘excited’ as he aims to end Chelsea slump

Defending champion 
Sainz wins sixth stage, 

Peterhansel leads

Over 400 foreign stars register for PSL 2021 
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LONDON/NEW YORK
Even as global markets react positively to vaccine-
related news, investor sentiment in the GCC re-
mains cautiously optimistic of how quick econo-
mies in the region can recover to pre-pandemic 
levels, view analysts at global asset manager Ab-
erdeen Standard Investments.GCC equity markets 
underperformed their global peers and witnessed 
mixed performances across individual stock ex-
changes in the region for the most part of 2020, 
but was largely observed recovering during the 
fourth quarter.The MSCI GCC index reported a 
yearly decline for the first time in five years, hurt 
predominantly by the entire region imposing CO-
VID-19 restrictions with an expected 2.7 per cent 
decline in GDP rates for the GCC region, as per the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF).Volatility in the 
GCC equity markets was the highest in four years 
with 49 days when the markets moved more than 
1 per cent during the year as compared to 37 days 
in 2019, analysis from Kuwait-based asset man-
ager Kamco Invest indicated, according to the “GCC 
Markets: 2020” report. Recovery from this year’s 
recession in the GCC is expected to be slower and 
more uneven as compared to developed econo-
mies, despite the positive news on COVID-19 vac-
cines, Emirates NBD, one of the largest banking 
groups in the Middle East in terms of assets, wrote 
in its latest report. “We recognise that govern-
ments in the oil producing GCC were constrained in 
their ability to provide additional fiscal support by 
the sharp decline in oil revenues as a result of the 

pandemic,” noted Khatija Haque, head of research 
and chief economist at Emirates NBD.“The fact that 
there is largely a ‘tax-free’ regime in place makes 
it a very different model to most other economies 
where government revenue is largely derived from 
taxes.”Saudi Arabia’s cumulative spending in the 
year to September was 3.4 per cent lower than in 
the same period in 2019, when in contrast, the US 
government’s spending rose 50 per cent in the sec-
ond quarter, when compared to last year, the bank 
revealed in its last monthly Insights publication for 
2020.“Nevertheless, the result is that many private 
sector businesses have restructured and reduced 
staffing levels, while households have been more 

cautious in spending even as economies re-opened 
over the summer,” added Haque. With only a mod-
est rebound in oil prices expected in 2021 – the 
Dubai-based lender forecasting Brent oil to aver-
age $50 per barrel in 2021 – well below the budget 
break-even price in GCC countries, most govern-
ments in the region will likely prioritise deficit re-
duction over growth next year, Haque noted. Saudi 
Arabia has already hiked VAT to 15 per cent from 5 
per cent previously, and increased customs duties 
on a range of goods, including food items. This has 
led to inflation accelerating to 6.1 per cent in July, 
compared to last year, when the tax increases came 
into effect, before easing to 5.8 per cent in October.

South Korea
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un threat-
ened to expand his nuclear arsenal as he 
disclosed a list of high-tech weapons sys-
tems under development, saying the fate 
of relations with the United States de-
pends on whether it abandons its hostile 
policy, state media reported Saturday.
Kim’s comments during a key meeting of 
the ruling party this week were seen as 
applying pressure on the incoming ad-
ministration of President-elect Joe Biden, 
who has called Kim a “thug” and has crit-
icized his summits with President Don-
ald Trump, Kim as saying the “key to es-
tablishing new relations between (North 
Korea) and the United States is whether 
the United States withdraws its hostile 
policy.”Kim said he won’t use his nuclear 
arsenal unless “hostile forces” intend 
to use their nuclear weapons against 
North Korea first. He also suggested he 
is open to dialogue if Washington is too, 
but stressed North Korea must further 
strengthen its military and nuclear capa-
bility to cope with intensifying US hostil-
ity.He again called the US his country’s 
“main enemy.”“Whoever takes office in 
the US, its basic nature and hostile policy 
will never change,” he said.Biden, who 
will take office on Jan. 20, is unlikely to 

hold direct meetings with Kim unless the 
North Korean leader takes significant 
denuclearization steps.Cheong Seong-
Chang, a fellow at the Wilson Center’s 
Asia Program, said Kim’s speech showed 
he has no interests in denuclearization 
talks with Biden if he insists that work-
ing-level negotiations must sort out con-
tentious issues first.Kim didn’t cite any 
specific provocative US actions. North 
Korea has previously called regular US 
military drills with South Korea and the 
American military presence in South Ko-
rea as proof of hostility. In particular, the 
North views the US-South Korean drills 
as an invasion rehearsal, though the al-
lies have repeatedly denied that.The 
North Korean leader listed sophisticated 
weapons systems that he said were un-
der development. They include a multi-
warhead missile, underwater-launched 
nuclear missiles, solid-fueled long-range 
missiles and spy satellites. He said North 
Korea must also advance the precision 
attack capability on targets in the 15,000 
kilometer (9,320 mile)-striking range, 
an apparent reference to the US main-
land, and develop technology to manu-
facture smaller nuclear warheads to be 
mounted on long-range missiles more 
easily.

BEIJING
Two Chinese cities south of Beijing fur-
ther tightened virus restrictions Satur-
day and issued week-long stay at home 
orders to residents as authorities race 
to stamp out a resurgence in infections.
China has largely brought its domestic 
outbreak under control after the coro-
navirus first emerged in Wuhan in late 
2019 but a spike in Hebei province, bor-
dering Beijing, has sparked fresh lock-
downs ahead of the Lunar New Year next 
month.Hebei has reported over 130 con-
firmed Covid-19 cases in the past week, 
with more than 200 more asymptomatic 
infections.
Most of the cases were in Shijiazhuang 
city, which along with its surrounding ar-
eas is home to 11 million people. Several 
other infections were reported in neigh-
boring Xingtai city, home to 7 million.
Overnight, both cities announced new, 
week-long stay at home orders for their 
residents, officials said.Shijiazhuang 
also closed its subway from Saturday 
morning to aid “prevention and control 
of the outbreak,” authorities said, with 
taxi services also suspended.Major high-

ways leading into the city, around 300 
kilometers (200 miles) south of Beijing, 
have already been closed and inter-city 
passenger travel halted.Supermarkets in 
Shijiazhuang are now closed to walk-in 
customers, officials said later Saturday, 
with purchases limited to online orders 
and contactless deliveries.More than 
16 million people across the two cit-
ies had been tested for the virus since 
Wednesday, state media reported.“We 
haven’t seen a clear turning point yet 
in this outbreak,” said Shijiazhuang of-
ficial Ma Yujun. “The risk of expansion 
still exists.”The curbs come ahead of the 
Lunar New Year, when hundreds of mil-
lions criss-cross China to visit family and 
friends, with National Health Commis-
sion vice minister Zeng Yixin warning 
Saturday the festival “will further boost 
the risk of transmission.”Authorities are 
racing to roll out vaccines, with more 
than 9 million doses given so far, Zeng 
added.Health authorities recently gave 
conditional approval to a vaccine can-
didate by Chinese pharma giant Sino-
pharm, with emergency use jabs already 
administered in the later part of 2020.
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Federal Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting Senator Shibli Faraz on Satur-
day said Prime Minister Imran Khan is not 
scared man and he had thought for poor 
people and worked for them.
    Talking to a private news channel, he 
said the people had great confidence on the 
honest leadership of PM as he had started 
several programmes including Ehsas pro-
gramme, kafalat, health cards to uplift the 
poor masses of the country.The minister 
said almost 80 per cent terrorism has been 
eliminated from the country due to effec-
tive policies of the government and opera-
tions of the law enforcing agencies against 
the terrorists.Replying to a question, he 
said India was involved in terror financ-
ing in Pakistan and it was trying to create 
unrest in the country as it was using dif-
ferent tactics for the purpose, adding India 
was trying to promote sectarianism in the 
country as it was the part of its strategy.
He said the victims of Hazara community 
did not made any complaint with the prime 
minister during today’s meeting, adding 

massacre of Hazara community was not a 
first incident of terrorism but the govern-
ment was committed to stop such type of 
tragic incidents in future.He said the Paki-
stan Democratic Movement was buried it-
self and it was disintegrated, adding PDM 
was badly humiliated among the people.
Shibli Faraz said the Pakistan Muslim 
League Nawaz politics was based on lies 
and Hypocrisy as it had tried to politick-
ing over the tragic incident of Machh and 
also tried to exploit it.To another query. he 
said Pakistan and Saudi Arabia were enjoy-
ing cordial relations with each other as the 
Foreign Minister of Saudi Arabia was com-
ing to visit Pakistan soon.DrShahbaz said 
“our health sector needs more cooperation, 
as one single country cannot cope with the 
challenges of healthcare such as COVID-19. 
Health corridor is a way to unite the BRI 
countries, especially China and Pakistan, to 
jointly combat against epidemic,”
    “Pakistan and China need more coopera-
tion in each respect of the medical indus-
try, including research, medical innovation, 
cutting edge technology transfer, telemedi-
cine, mobile hospitals and vaccination clin-

ical trials.Pakistan and China have many 
opportunities to work for a better society 
and common people in the medical indus-
try.At the ceremony, Yang Chuantang, the 
President of China International Cultural 
Exchange Center, delivered a speech say-
ing, “We should commend those people 
who are the advocates, pioneers and build-
ers of new space, new practices and new 
contributions.

Governor asks PDM leaders to 
forge unity against terrorism

ISLAMABAD

M u h a m m a d  S a r w a r  s a i d  t h e  P a k i s t a n 
D e m o c ra t i c  M ove m e n t  ( P D M )  l e a d e r s h i p 
should work to forge unity against terrorists 
and their sponsors rather than dividing the 
nation.“The opposition should refrain from 
doing politics on terrorism as their response 
on Machh tragedy was irresponsible” he said 
during a meeting with provincial Minister for 
Energy Dr Akhtar Malik who called on him 
at the Governor’s House here on Saturday.He 
said the war on terror was not the war of the 
government or any single political party, it was 
the war of 220 million Pakistanis.The governor 
said Prime Minister Imran Khan shared grief 
of the bereaved families of the Machh tragedy. 
He said the terrorists involved in the Machh 
tragedy would be punished and the whole 
n a t i o n  wa s  u n i t e d  a g a i n s t  t e r ro r i s t s a n d 
stood by the Armed forces of Pakistan. The 
governor said India was the biggest facilitator 
of terrorists in Pakistan and it did not digest 
development and peace in Pakistan, adding 
that India supported terrorist organizations 
to destabilize Pakistan. He said the government 
had provided all evidences regarding Indian 
sponsored terrorism in  the  region to  the 
United Nations (UN).Sarwar said the opposition 
political parties should not align themselves 
with the enemy of the country.He said instead 
of politicizing the incidents of terrorism, the 
opposition should work to forge unity and 
solidarity against terrorism.He said the PDM 
was protecting only personal  and polit ical 
agenda instead of watching national cause. 
“Their agenda is to destabilize the country, 
but these politicians have failed before and 
will lick the dust in future”, he said, adding 
that the opposition parties should not pursue 
agenda of the enemies of the country. Governor 
Chaudhry Sarwar also attended a condolence 
reference for the PTI ticket holder from Lahore 
Late Chaudhry Khalid Gujjar and also paid 
tribute to his services for people and the party.
Chairman Punjab Bait-ul-Mal Malik Muhammad 
Azam and other party delegations also called 
on Governor Punjab Chaudhry Muhammad 
Sarwar.

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan  on  S at u rday  c atego ric a l ly 
re jected  the  mal ic io u s  s t atement  by 
the  Indian  M inist ry  o f  E x ternal  Af -
fa irs  (MEA) ,  regarding  c o nvic t io n 
of  a  UN-designated  indiv idu al  by  an 
Ant i -Terror ism Co u rt  in  Pakist an .
India  has  no  lo c u s  s t andi  to  c o m -
ment  on  t h e  independent  ju di -
c ia l  mechanisms o f  Pakist an . 
“ In  th is  regard  t h e  o nly  ‘ c o mpl i -
ance ’  that  interest s  Pakist an  is 
abiding  by  i t s  own st at u tes  and 
fu l f i l lment  o f  i t s  internat io nal 
obl igat ions ,”  Fo reign  o f f ic e  spo kes-
person sa id  in  a  press  re lease .
The  invest igat io ns ,  pro sec u-
t ions  and su bsequ ent  c o nvic-
t ions ,  throu gh  du e  pro c ess ,  were 
a  re f lect ion  o f  t h e  e f fec t ive -
ness  of  Pakist an’s  legal  system, 
‘which  operates  independent  o f 
any  extran eo u s  fac to rs  o r  in f lu -

enc es ,’  t h e  spo kesperso n added.
“ I ndia’s  assert io ns  to  l ink  Paki -
s t an’s  du e  legal  pro c ess  with  FAT F 
are  u nfo rt u nate .  I t  i s  yet  an other 
I ndian  at tempt  to  po l i t ic ize  FAT F 
and u se  i t s  pro c esses  against  Paki -
s t an .  Pakist an  re i terates  i ts  com -
mit ment  to  impart ia l i t y,  con f i -
dent ia l i t y  and tec h nic a l  nature  of 
t h e  FATF pro c ess ,”  i t  was  further 
s t ressed .  Ac c o rding  to  spokesper-
so n ,  I ndian  ins inu at io ns  again st 
Pakist an  were  in  fac t ,  a  va in  at -
tempt  to  c o nc eal  i t s  fa i lures  to 
br ing  to  ju st ic e  t h o se  b lat an t ly  in -
vo lved  in  s t ate  terro r ism and b ruta l 
su ppress io n  against  t h e  su bjugated 
peo ple  o f  I l legal ly  I ndian  Occu -
pied  Jammu  and Kash mir  ( I IOJK) 
and o t h er  mino ri t y  c o mmun it ies .
A s  fo r  t h e  hypo c r i t ic a l  I ndian  as -
sert io ns  regarding  t h e  ‘ terror  in-
f rast ru c t u re ’  and  ‘ indiv idual  ter -

ror is ts ’,  i rrefutab le  eviden ce  has 
a lready  b een  provided by  Pakistan 
to  the  in tern at ion al  com m un ity  of 
the  act ive  a id in g ,  ab ett in g ,  p lan -
n in g ,  prom otin g ,  f in an cin g  an d ex-
ecut ion  of  terror is t  act iv i t ies  by  In-
dia  again st  Pakistan ,  with  im pun ity.
“ In dia  would  do  wel l  to  put  i ts  own 
house  in  order  an d re in  in  i ts  ter-
ror  in frastructure  that  i s  a im ed at 
destab i l iz in g  In dia’s  n eighb orin g 
coun tr ies  in  order  to  fu l f i l l  the  ex-
trem ist  agen da  of  the  RSS- BJP  re -
g im e,”  the  spokesperson  further 
added.  T he  fore ign  of f ice  expressed 
the  hope  that  the  U N coun ter- ter-
ror ism  b odies  would  proceed on  the 
b as is  o f  con crete  eviden ce  provided 
by  Pakistan ,  urge  In dia  to  ren oun ce 
the  use  of  terror ism  as  an  in stru-
m en t  of  s tate  pol icy  an d play  their 
part  in  secur in g  the  d ism an t l in g  of 
the  In dian  terror ist  in frastructure .

Pak rejects Indian statement regarding 
UN-designated individuals, entities

India has no locus standi to comment on the independent judicial 
mechanisms of Pakistan.

Global Market
GCC investors cautiously optimistic of region’s recoveryNorth Korea threatens to build more 

nukes, cites US hostility

China tightens virus restrictions on new cluster ahead 
of Lunar New YearPM’s always worked for poor people: Shibli

Sania Nishtar launches 
Ehsaas survey in South 

Waziristan
Palestine

Special Assistant to the Prime Minister 
(SAPM) on Social Protection and Poverty 
Alleviation, Dr. Sania Nishtar on .Saturday 
launched Ehsaas National Socio-economic 
Registry survey in South Waziristan to pass 
on the programme benefits to the locals 
by registering them under its multiple ini-
tiatives.During her visit to Tank and South 
Waziristan, the SAPM also met with four 
tribal Jirgas and sensitized their elders and 
influential about purpose of the ongoing 
survey, said a news release received here.
Addressing the Jirgas, she appealed them to 
facilitate survey teams in door-to-door col-
lection of household data.“Poverty profiling 
of the households was being done through 
a computer aided digital system and would 
be completed in the next few months,” she 
noted.She said that tribal people should 
participate in the survey to get benefits 
from a multitude of conditional and un-
conditional cash transfer under Ehsaas 
programme.Dr. Sania said the government 
had executed the new Ehsaas survey on 
apolitical basis so that no deserving fam-
ily remained unattended under the flagship 
social protection programme.According to 
Ehsaas policy, she said the survey would en-
sure the inclusion of poor families in several 
Ehsaas initiatives- Kafaalat, Waseela-eTal-
eem Digital, Undergraduate Scholarship, 
Amdan, Interest Free Loan and Nashonuma.
She thanked the local teachers for doing a 
commendable job in executing survey enu-
merations.She said with the support of local 
teachers under the technical handholding 
of Ehsaas, the survey would be completed 
in those areas at earliest.She maintained 
that the survey approach was being acceler-
ated across the southern tribal districts of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the main priority 
goals of Ehsaas were to help the vulnerable 
population and uplift the under-developed 
districts.She informed that 65 per cent sur-
vey in Tank district had already been com-
pleted. Tank and South Waziristan were the 
most underprivileged districts of KP with 
high rates of poverty, malnutrition and in-
fant mortality. Earlier, Dr. Sania held a news 
conference with the local press and media 
in Tank to describe the methodology and 
digital approach adopted for the Ehsaas 
survey.VoM


