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“We have no desire to 
become involved in a heated 

conflict. We will do what-
ever it takes to defend our 

country.”
Minister for Interior of 

Pakistan

Sheikh Rasheed Ahmad

Broadsheet case is based on facts 
revealing the corruption stories of 

previous rulers: Shibli Faraz

Global Politics 
UN Security Council urged to enhance cooperation 

with Arab League

The Asian Telegraph

Pakistan Army 
jumps to 10th 

position among 
powerful army in 

the world   
RAWALPINDI

Pakistan has become the tenth 
most powerful country in the 
world in terms of military pow-
er, according to the Global Fire-
power index 2021.According 
to a report published in Global 
Firepower, Pakistan has sur-
passed Iran, Indonesia, Israel 
and Canada in terms of mili-
tary power. In the list released 
for the year 2021, Pakistan has 
improved five places. Angola, 
Bulgaria and Syria have de-
clined in the ranking. Pakistan 
is ranked 15th to 10th. Pakistan 
has ranked behind Turkey, Italy, 
Egypt, Iran, Germany, Indone-
sia, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Aus-
tralia, Israel and Canada. Egypt, 
Germany, Israel, North Korea, 
South Africa, Myanmar, Colom-
bia, Romania, Mexico, Peru, 
Denmark, Iraq, Syria, Angola, 
Bulgaria have dropped in 2021 
list of the most powerful coun-
tries in the world.

Resurrection in COVID-19 cases reduces oil 
demand rebound -IEA

Oil prices rise as investors look to 
higher demand seen in second half

Bureau Reporter
LONDON 

Oil demand recovery will take a hit 
from a spike in new coronavirus cases 
before vaccine roll-outs and stimulus 
measures help in the second half of the 
year, International Energy Agency (IEA) 
said on Tuesday.

 “Border closures, social distancing 
measures and shutdowns...will continue 
to constrain fuel demand until vaccines 
are more widely distributed, most likely 
only by the second half of the year,” it 
said in its monthly report.

“This recovery mainly reflects the 
impact of fiscal and monetary support 
packages as well as the effectiveness of 
steps to resolve the pandemic,” the IEA 
said.

Oil prices climbed on Tuesday as op-
timism that government stimulus will 
eventually lift global economic growth 
and oil demand trumped concerns that 
renewed COVID-19 pandemic lockdowns 
globally are cooling fuel consumption.

Brent crude futures for March rose 72 

cents to $55.47 a barrel by 1152 GMT 
after slipping 35 cents in the previous 
session.

“The perception that any retracement 
will be quick as confidence in economic 
and oil demand recovery is unlikely to 
fade away,” said PVM analysts in a note.

U.S. West Texas Intermediate crude was 
at $52.65 a barrel, up 29 cents. There 
was no settlement on Monday as U.S. 
markets were closed for a public holi-
day. Front-month February WTI futures 

expire on Wednesday.
Investors are upbeat about demand in 

China, the world’s top crude oil importer, 
after data released on Monday showed 
its refinery output rose 3% to a new re-
cord in 2020.

Investors are watching out for U.S. oil 
inventory data from the industry asso-
ciation API, due on Wednesday, the same 
day U.S. President-elect Biden’s inaugu-
ration speech will likely give details on 
the country’s $1.9 trillion aid package.

Federal Cabinet constitutes inquiry 
committee to investigate Broadsheet 

matter
ISLAMABAD 

The Federal Cabinet has constituted an 
inquiry committee to investigate the 
Broadsheet matter and fix the responsi-
bility on those who illegally benefitted 
themselves.
This was announced by Minister for In-
formation and Broadcasting Shibli Faraz 
during a press conference in Islamabad 
today along with Minister for Science 
Fawad Chaudhary and Minister for Hu-
man Rights Shireen Mazari.Shibli Faraz 
said the committee will be comprised of 
a former judge of High Court or Supreme 
Court, a senior officer from FIA, Attorney 
General Office, a senior lawyer and any 
officer nominated by the Prime Minister.
He said the ToRs of the committee have 
been formulated according to which it 
will complete the investigation within 
45 days.The Minister said in light of the 
committee’s recommendations strict ac-
tion will be taken against the culprits who 
looted the national exchequer.
He said Broadsheet case is based on facts 
revealing the corruption stories of previ-
ous rulers.
Commenting on PDM’s protest in front of 
Election Commission Office, Shibli Faraz 

expressed gratitude to the people of twin 
cities for rejecting the narrative of oppo-
sition.  Fawad Chaudhary on the occasion 
said Broadsheet was registered in 1999 
during Pervez Musharraf era, helped 
the then government and the newly es-
tablished NAB to track down foreign as-
sets purchased by Pakistanis through 
ill-gotten wealth.He said Broadsheet 
was assigned to search illegal assets of 
Pakistanis in Asia, America and Europe. 
He said the company exposed the illegal 
properties of Sharif family in different 
countries.
Shireen Mazari said the inquiry commit-
tee to investigate the Broadsheet matter 
has been empowered to produce any of-
ficer or document from any institute so 
that responsibility could be fixed.
Minister for Information and Broadcast-
ing Shibli Faraz says the government 
has not created any hurdle in the way of 
protest by the PDM in Islamabad today 
(Tuesday).In a tweet, he said the smooth 
flow of traffic on the roads of Islamabad 
is a proof of Imran Khan’s pro-democratic 
personality.
The Minister said the nation has not for-
gotten when the PML-N government had 
subjected the peaceful PTI protestors to 
violence.He said the nation can also never 
forget the Model Town tragedy. VoM

Modi regime staged the 
Pulwama attack for 

political mileage: Experts
Indian state is habitual of maligning 

Pakistan through falsehood
ISLAMABAD 

Lt Gen Retd Asif Yasin Malik-Defense Analyst, stated 
that India is ruled by a terrorist who is responsible 
for Gujarat massacre and killing of innocent Mus-
lims. It is high time for Pakistan to expose Modi’s 
terrorist mindset at the international front. BJP has 
only promoted radicalism and Ultra-nationalism. 
The fundamentalist Hindus believe that India only 
belongs to Hindus. The Modi regime has tarnished 
the secular face of India. Modi has cultivated the 
seeds of hatred in Indian society and destroyed the 
economy. The international media has unveiled the 
fact that the Modi regime staged the Pulwama at-
tack for political mileage. The Western powers are 
using India as a proxy to contain China’s influence.
Dr. A. Z Halali, IR Expert Pakistan is pursuing a 
very effective diplomacy to expose Indian state 
sponsored terrorism and hegemonic policy to 
jeopardized peace in Pakistan. It is appreciable 
that British parliamentarians have taken notice of 
Indian atrocities in IIOJK. International media has 
unveiled India’s belligerence policies to malign 
Pakistan at the international front. Indian govern-
ment is committing organized terrorism for politi-
cal interest. India is using Afghan soil to destabilize 
Pakistan. It is high time for the world community 
to pressurize India not to violate international 
laws, UN resolutions and human rights. India can-
not afford Modi’s war mongering attitude in this 
crucial time. Modi is heading India towards global 
isolation. Indian media is pursuing the Hindutva 
ideology and hoodwinking not only the Indian na-
tion but the entire world also. RSS is damaging the 
Indian society in an unprecedented way. The Modi 
regime has tarnished the secular and democratic 
face of India. Indian institutions are falling victim 
to ultra nationalist agenda. The BJP-led Indian gov-
ernment has hijacked the Indian judicial system for 
their political interests. There are a number of BJP 
members who are involved in Muslim killings VoM

CPEC, flagship project that manifested the 
longstanding friendship between the two friendly 

countries and would bring prosperity and progress 
for Pakistan

ISLAMABAD
Ambassador of China to Pakistan Nong Rong 

Tuesday said that the projects under China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) were heading in right di-
rection and would continue to progress on expedited 
pace.

Talking to Secretary Planning Development and 
Special Initiatives Mathar Niaz Rana here, the envoy 
said that CPEC was the flagship project that mani-
fested the longstanding friendship between the two 
friendly countries and would bring prosperity and 
progress for Pakistan.

“CPEC is a product of vision of two brotherly coun-
tries that goes beyond traditional business dealings 
reflecting decade’s old strong bonds of bilateral co-
operation and shared goals with win-win situation 
for all,” he added.

During the meeting, matters related to bilateral rela-
tions projects under CPEC and progress of upcoming 
10th Joint Coordination Committee on CPEC (JCC) 
came under discussion.

The secretary Planning said that CPEC, as stated by 
Prime Minister Imran Khan, was a project of great 
national significant for Pakistan, which would be a 
harbinger of development and prosperity for Pakistan 

and the region.
He said that Pakistan in consultation with the 

Government of China has succeeded in expanding its 
scope to include other priority areas under its frame-
work including socioeconomic development, poverty 
alleviation, agricultural and industrial cooperation.

“The second phase will focus, among others, on 
welfare projects for the betterment of the people of 
Pakistan and we are thankful to the Government of 
China for broadening its framework which will con-
tribute to the sustained development of Pakistan”, he 
added.

The secretary reiterated that the the government 
remained fully committed to realize the potential and 
opportunities under CPEC framework.

The two sides expressed satisfaction on the meet-
ings of Joint Working Groups (JWGs) held in the re-
cent weeks, for various sectors. VoM

CPEC appraisal
Chinese envoy expresses satisfaction over 

expedited CPEC projects progress

Call for council members to unite 
behind Arab causes, and consider 

the views and concerns of the 
peoples of the region

NEW YORK
The problems that continue to plague 

the Arab world were top of the agenda 
for the UN Security Council on Monday, 
as it considered ways in which coop-
eration with the League of Arab states 
might be enhanced.

Members discussed the protracted 
conflicts in Syria, Yemen, Libya and 
Sudan, and the stalled Middle East 
peace process, as they agreed that 
multilateralism and cooperation are 
key requirements for peace.

Tunisia holds the presidency of the 
Security Council this month, and the 
meeting was convened at the request of 
Tarek Ladeb, the country’s permanent 
representative to the UN. His invitation 
stressed the need for a more effective 
partnership between the UN and the 
Arab League, and evoked Chapter VIII 
of the UN Charter, which sets out the 

role of regional organizations in efforts 
to maintain peace and security.

Both organizations were established 
in 1945 with the purpose of guaran-
teeing international peace and secu-
rity. Cooperation between the two has 
grown over the years to encompass 
many aspects of this, such as conflict 
prevention and resolution, media-
tion, peacekeeping and peacebuild-
ing, human rights and humanitarian 
aid, refugees, human and political de-
velopment, countering terrorism, the 
prevention of violent extremism, and 
sustaining peace and disarmament. 
More recently they have addressed the 

effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
climate change, and in 2019 a liaison 
office was established by the organiza-
tions in Cairo.

Anwar Gargash, the UAE’s minister 
of state for foreign affairs, called on 
the Security Council to unite behind 
Arab causes, and urged the permanent 
members to limit their use of the power 
of veto. He also asked the council to 
take into consideration the views and 
concerns of Arabs about conflicts in 
the Middle East, by helping to prevent 
external interference in Arab affairs, 
protecting the region from weapons of 
mass destruction, and ending the Israeli 
occupation of Palestinian lands.

Ahmed Abul Gheit, secretary-general 
of the Arab League, told the council 
that the “dangerous mix” of the pan-
demic and continuing conflicts has 
taken a heavy toll on the region. He 
also said that a two-state solution to 
the conflict between the Israelis and 
the Palestinians, which appears more 
elusive than ever, must be reaffirmed. 
Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
The Federal Cabinet was informed today (Tues-
day) that due to the timely decision of the Prime 
Minister, about 95 percent of the people who had 
lost their jobs were restored within few months.
The meeting of the cabinet was held in Islamabad 
today with Prime Minister Imran Khan in the 
chair.
Planning Minister Asad Umar briefed the Cabinet 
on the impact of the Corona pandemic on the ba-
sis of a recent survey conducted by the Federal 
Bureau of Statistics, which had almost wiped out 
the income of about 20 million people.
He said wise strategy of the government, the pol-
icy of smart lockdown instead of complete lock-
down and decision making in the construction 
and manufacturing sector restored the income of 
20 million people.
The Federal Cabinet was given a detailed briefing 
on the steps taken in the last six months for civil 
service reforms.
Encouraging the steps taken to amend the Civil 
Service Reforms and PAPRA laws, the Prime Min-
ister said the Ministries and Divisions should take 
steps to improve the performance and facilitate 
Ease of Doing Business (EoDB).

The Federal Cabinet approved the formation of 
the Board of Directors of the National Transmis-
sion and Dispatch Company under the Power Di-
vision.
The meeting also approved the Ministry of Na-
tional Health Services Regulations and Coordina-
tion to enter into a five-year contract directly with 
NADRA for verification of WGRM data on health 
facilities.
 The Federal Government has released Rs. 319.56 
billion for various ongoing and new social sector 
uplift projects till date under its Public Sector De-
velopment Programme (PSDP) 2020-21.
The released funds include Rs. 207.17 billion for 
federal ministries, Rs.87 billion for corporations, 
Rs. 25.25 billion for special areas, and Rs. 750 
million for the Earthquake Reconstruction and 
Rehabilitation Authority (ERRA), according to the 
latest data released by the Ministry of Planning, 
Development and Reform.
The total PSDP allocation for ERRA for the year 
2020-21 is Rs. 1.5 billion. Similarly, Rs. 55.2 bil-
lion out of PSDP allocation of Rs. 118.67 billion 
has been released for the National Highway Au-
thority, Rs.31.8 billion out of Rs. 158.3 billion for 

the National Transmission and Dispatch Com-
pany (NTDC), and Rs. 45 billion out of Rs. 81.2 
billion for the for the Water Resources Division .
Likewise, Rs. 14 billion out of allocated fund of 
Rs. 29.4 billion has been disbursed to the Higher 
Education Commission, Rs. 175 million out of Rs. 
350 million to the Pakistan Nuclear Regulatory 
Authority.
The Railways Division has received development 
funds of Rs. 11.7 billion, the Interior Division Rs. 
7.38 billion, and the National Health Services, 
Regulations, and Coordination Division Rs. 7.4 
billion. Similary, the Revenue Division has got Rs. 
4.6 billion, and the Cabinet Division Rs. 38.2 bil-
lion.
Likewise, the government also released Rs. 13.99 
billion out of PSDP allocation of Rs. 27.24 billion 
for development projects in Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir (AJK) and Rs 11.26 billion out of Rs. 25 
billion for Gilgit Baltistan projects.  
Imran Khan has constituted a three-member 
cabinet committee to submit its recommenda-
tions on the revelations made by the Broadsheet 
within 48 hours.Information Minister Syed Shibli 
Faraz said this in a tweet today (Monday). VoM

Federal Cabinet meeting 
PM directs to improve the performance and facilitate Ease of 

Doing Business EoDB
Federal Cabinet approves BODs formation of NTDC

Pakistan vows to extend 
bilateral relationship 
with friendly states: 

President
Dr Arif Alvi has called for increased 

trade, investment, defense, cultural coop-
eration with all friendly countries

ISLAMABAD
President Dr Arif Alvi has called for increased 

trade, investment, defence and cultural coop-
eration with all friendly countries. He said that 
Pakistan was home to some of the world’s 
most revered Buddhist sites and expressed 
the hope that tourists from friendly countries 
would increasingly visit Pakistan. He made 
these remarks while talking to the Residents 
Ambassadors-designates of Korea, Nepal, 
Belarus and Non-Residents Ambassadors-
designates of Ireland, Kosovo, Mali and Sierra 
Leone, who made separate calls on President 
Dr Arif Alvi, at Aiwan-e-Sadr, today. 

Earlier, the Resident Ambassador-designate 
of the Republic of Korea, Mr Suh Sangpyo, the 
Resident Ambassador-designate of the Federal 
Democratic Republic of Nepal, Mr Tapas 
Adhikari, the Resident Ambassador-designate 
of the Republic of Belarus, Mr Andrei Metelitsa, 
and Non-Resident Ambassador-designate of 
the Republic of Ireland, Ms Sonya McGuinness, 
the Non-Resident Ambassador-designate 
of the Republic of Kosovo, Mr Ilir Dugolli,  
the Non-Resident Ambassador-designate of 
the Republic of Mali, Mr Dianguinadit Yaya 
Doucoure and the Non-Resident Ambassador-
designate of the Republic of Sierra Leone, Mr 
Alie Badara Kamara presented their creden-
tials to President Dr Arif Alvi at a ceremony. 
The President congratulated the newly-
appointed Ambassadors and expressed the 
hope that they would play their role in pro-
moting commercial and cultural relations with 
Pakistan. VoM
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Plastic to be Banned

P lastic bags are a significant reason for environmental pollution. Plastic 
as a substance is non-biodegradable and in this way, plastic bags 
stay in the environment for many years polluting it tremendously. 
It has become an extremely basic necessity to boycott plastic bags 
before they ruin our planet. Numerous nations around the world 
have either put a restriction on plastic bags or Levi tax on it.However, 

the issue hasn’t been solved because the usage of these measures hasn’t been as 
fruitful. Each time somebody in Pakistan runs to the store for a container of milk, 
a half-pound of free sugar, or an after-school snack, it comes in a flimsy plastic 
sack that normally gets discarded.On the off chance, if each one of those bags is 
added up, authorities estimate, they total 55 billion per year. Effortlessly torn and 
too frail to even consider using once more, they wind up obstructing city drains 
and sewers, piled up in empty lots and parks, ingested by grazing goats and dogs 
searching for food, and polluting canals and streams.Presently, the government 
has stepped toward wiping out this public eyesore and a natural danger. Last 
year, all single-use polyethylene packs had been restricted in Islamabad to about 
1.5 million individuals. Any individual who uses sells or makes them will face a 
fine.Banning plastics should not only be the priority of the capital of the country, 
however, it should also come into effect in the rest of the country as well to live a 
sustainable life free from environmental pollution. Plastic ban in Pakistan is Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s green initiative which initially came into action last year 
with a campaign to plant over 10 billion trees to fight deforestation. Discarded 
plastic is a dangerous threat to the environment; countries such as Kenya and 
Tanzania have already been caught in the trap of noxious scourge. 

Generation Y. vs. 
Generation Z

W hen marketing to a particular group of people, one must 
comprehend their qualities, how they think, and how they 
behave. Both Generation Y and Z were born into time spans 
set apart by technological accomplishments, making them 
a more complicated group to target. Their diverse perspec-
tive is forming the change in education and the work en-

vironment.Generation Y are individuals born after 1981. They met adulthood 
effectively in the new millennium, and in this way, they are frequently called millen-
nials. This is the first generation involved in digital innovation. However, they found 
the era before the spread of the Internet: their youth passed primarily without 
cell phones and social networks.In this way, representatives of the Z generation 
are separated from the millennials since they were “brought into the world with 
a cell phone in their hands.” In contrast to Generation Y, technological innovation 
has encircled them since youth, and the Internet is a fundamental part of their 
parents’ lives.Even though Generation Z experienced childhood in a considerably 
more digitally saturated world than Generation Y, they prefer a face to face and 
personal collaboration. Of course, innovation has been created along with them 
to make this easier (Facetime, Snapchat, and so forth) It is imperative to recollect 
when advertising to Gen Z-ers that they are friendly and sensible, yet they hope 
to utilize an innovation that simplifies communication.Globalization isn’t simply 
influencing businesses – it is also a major supporter of Generation Z’s perspective. 
Diversity and integration is a standard expectation for most of them. Make sure 
to keep an advanced, diversified picture. The present youth needs to be encircled 
by those that value very similar things they do, personally and professionally.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Turkish Unilateralism; Oscillating between 
US and Russia

Turkey is a NATO member and is expected to
share cordial and strategic ties with US. However, 
the regional objectives of both US and Turkey vary 
considerably and there is clash of interests be-
tween the two, which have brought the relations 
between the two states to the lowest level since 
WWII. 
Two main factors stirred up the worsening of the 
US-Turkey relations. First one is the Turkish down-
ing of Russia jet in 2015. Being aware of Turkey’s 
status as the NATO member, Russia resisted the 
direct military retaliation, instead employed other 
economic sanctions since Turkey is dependent 
upon Russia in energy. On the contrary, Turkey 
found itself on its own as US reaction was insisted 
on de-escalation – termed as cautious – instead of 
vehemently supporting its NATO ally. Second and 
the foremost factor was the US support to Kurds 
which Turkey considers a security threat. Being a 
member of “Coalition against ISIS”, Turkey is ex-
pected to assist in combat operations against the 
terrorist group. However, Turkey was more fo-

cused in its fight against PKK (the Kurdish military 
group). This divergence in strategies ultimately 
deteriorated the relations between US and Turkey 
and brought Turkey in strategic partnership with 
Russia. 
After observing the cold attitude from the US and 
not been able to secure its membership in Euro-
pean Union, Turkey formulated a foreign policy 
posture termed as “Look East” policy. This means 
that Turkey has shifted its focus in building good 
relations with countries of Asia-Pacific and Mid-
dle East. Turkey desperately went in quest for the 
regional allies. Russia proved to be that ally which 
can counter balance the US role. By offering a for-
mal apology to Russia by President Erdogan for 
the downing of Russian jet and participating in the 
Astana Peace Talks, Turkey has been in close terms 
with Russia. 
Unlike US, Russia was more conciliatory regard-
ing Turkey’s concern for Kurds. However when the 
relations seemed to be formalizing into a strategic 
partnership, Turkey’s military offensive inside 
Kurdish-held regions for the establishment of “safe 
zone” in 2019, has created the rift between Mos-
cow and Ankara. As Kurdish forces (Syrian Dem-
ocratic Forces) and Syrian Arab Army are allied 
together, Turkey’s attempt to influx the refugees 
inside the “safe zone” and establish the autono-
mous government, was the intimidation of Russian 
plans for Syria. Hence, this brought the two states 
in confrontation against each other and resulted in 
the killing of 34 Turkish soldiers in March 2020. 
This not only aggravated Russia but also its new 
ally which is Iran. 
The Turko-Russian rivalry is not just limited to the 

Syrian conflict. Since, Turkey is playing an asser-
tive role in consolidating its position as leader of 
Muslim world; it has become active in Middle East. 
Thus, there are many issues and instances on basis 
of which there is clash of interest between Turkey 
and its regional ally Russia. In Libya, both Russia 
and Turkey are supporting the opposite sides. Tur-
key is backing the UN-recognized Government of 
National Accord (GNA) while Russia is supporting 
the forces of KhalifaHaftar. Turkey’s motive to sup-
port GNA is largely driven by its desire to control 
the Mediterranean Sea and expand its influence. 
Control overMediterranean Sea would mean ac-
cess to MENA region which would be pivotal for 
geopolitical, geo-economic and geostrategic inter-
ests of Turkey. In its desire, Turkey is attempting to 
get control over the air and naval bases of North-
African nation and violating the UN-imposed arms 
embargo. Similarly, Turkish support to Azerbaijan 
in the latter’s recent escalation with Armenia, also 
heightened the tensions of Turkey with Russia. 
The escalation in Russian backyard could have the 
replicating security implications for Russia while 
Russia’s priority is to secure peace in the Caucasus. 
Although the ceasefire has been carried out result-
ing in the Azerbaijan’s victory yet the tensions re-
main high as Turkey is now expected to replicate 
this victory into its political influence. 

Emma Thompson cast to play Miss Trunchbull in Matilda
DUBAI

Emma Thompson has been cast as Miss 
Trunchbull, in the screen-adaptation of the musical 
Matilda.Miss Trunchbull is the terrifying headmis-
tress that bullied schoolgirls, occasionally swinging 
them around by their pigtails. “The best gender to 
play a woman, should be a woman,” an executive on 
the film told the Daily Mail.Alisa Weir will play the 
titular role, with Matthew Warchus - who directed 
the Royal Shakespeare Company production and 
has been developing the screen adaptation - said 
it was a “huge role” for the 11-year-old, who got 
the part after an “unforgettable audition”.The young 
star has won awards for singing and has appeared 
in the Irish TV drama Darklands.Warchus said 
Matilda was about “a kid who stands up for what’s 
right, against what’s wrong; and I think those values 
are very important to all of us”. Warchus explained 
that in the theatre, Matilda “trades in a kind of col-
ourful cartoon energy,” but recognises that film is 
the more realistic medium.“It’s part of that whole 
reconceiving of the story, that Trunchbull can now 
be played by a woman,” he explained to the pub-
lication.Early last year, Ralph Fiennes had been 
considered for the part.Matilda is based on Roald 
Dahl’s 1988 novel.The musical was an instant hit 
when it opened in November 2010.The past few 
years has seen Warchus and his colleagues work-
ing with Tim Bevan and Eric Fellner (of Working 
Title), and Jon Finn and Luke Kelly (The Roald Dahl 
Story Company), to adapt the play for the screen.
The screen-adaptation will be streamed on Netflix 

Researchers Rewind the Clock to Calculate Age 
and Site of Supernova Blast

CALIFORNIA
The research team, led by John 

Banovetz and Danny Milisavljevic of 
Purdue University in West Lafayette, 
Indiana, measured the velocities of 45 
tadpole-shaped, oxygen-rich clumps 
of ejecta flung by the supernova blast. 
Ionized oxygen is an excellent tracer be-
cause it glows brightest in visible light.
To calculate an accurate explosion age, 
the astronomers picked the 22 fastest 
moving ejecta clumps, or knots. The 
researchers determined that these tar-
gets were the least likely to have been 
slowed down by passage through inter-
stellar material. They then traced the 
knots’ motion backward until the ejecta 
coalesced at one point, identifying the 
explosion site. Once that was known, 
they could calculate how long it took the 
speedy knots to travel from the explosion 
center to their current location.According 
to their estimate, light from the blast ar-
rived at Earth 1,700 years ago, during the 
decline of the Roman Empire. However, 
the supernova would only have been vis-
ible to inhabitants of Earth’s southern 
hemisphere. Unfortunately, there are no 
known records of this titanic event.The 
researchers’ results differ from previous 

observations of the supernova’s blast 
site and age. Earlier studies, for exam-
ple, arrived at explosion ages of 2,000 
and 1,000 years ago. However, Banovetz 
and Milisavljevic say their analysis is 
more robust. ”A prior study compared 
images taken years apart with two dif-
ferent cameras on Hubble, the Wide Field 
Planetary Camera 2 and the Advanced 
Camera for Surveys (ACS),” Milisavljevic 
said. “But our study compares data taken 
with the same camera, the ACS, making 
the comparison much more robust; the 
knots were much easier to track using the 
same instrument. It’s a testament to the 
longevity of Hubble that we could do such 
a clean comparison of images taken 10 
years apart.”The astronomers also took 
advantage of the sharp ACS images in 
selecting which ejecta clumps to analyze. 

LONDON
The winter sports season kicked off at the picturesque valley 

of Naltar today with enthusiastic skiers from all over Pakistan 
arriving at the PAF Ski Resort, Naltar. PAF skiers proved their 
dominance on the opening day, as they clinched  5 medals  in the 
15th Shah Khan Alpine Ski Cup, being held in freezing tempera-
tures. In Slalom category, PAF’s talented skier Naveed won the 
gold, while his teammates Ishtiaq and Ashfaq earned silver and 
bronze medals respectively. PAF skiers also showed their class 
in the Giant Slalom category races as well. Both Gold and silver 
medals in the category were won by Ishtiaq and Ashfaq from 
PAF team, whereas  Swat’s Ahsan claimed the bronze medal. 
Around 100 national skiers from all over the country are par-
ticipating in the much awaited winter sports, which are con-
ducted each year in the magnificent  Naltar ski resort under 
the auspices  of PAF and  Winter Sports Federation of Pakistan. 
Teams of PAF, Pak Army, GB Scouts, Swat, Punjab, Balochistan, Sindh, 
Islamabad, Azad Jammu & Kashmir, Higher Education Commission,  
Civil Aviation Authority and Alpine Club are participating in various 
events like Alpine Skiing,  Snow Boarding, Ice Hockey and Ice Skating. 
Pakistan Air Force and Winter Sports Federation of Pakistan jointly 
arrange these events each year in a bid to promote winter sports 
in the country and sports tourism in snowy mountains of Gilgit 
Baltistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Pakistan Air Force Skiers Steal The Show At 15th Shah khan Alpine Ski Cup 
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Minutes after Ronald Reagan’s 
inauguration as the 40th presi-
dent of the United States, the 
52 U.S. captives held at the U.S. 
embassy in Teheran, Iran, are 
released, ending the 444-day 

Iran Hostage Crisis.On November 4, 1979, the crisis 
began when militant Iranian students, outraged that 
the U.S. government had allowed the ousted shah of 
Iran to travel to New York City for medical treatment, 
seized the U.S. embassy in Teheran. The Ayatollah 
Khomeini, Iran’s political and religious leader, took 
over the hostage situation, refusing all appeals to 
release the hostages, even after the U.N. Security 
Council demanded an end to the crisis in an unani-
mous vote. However, two weeks after the storming of 
the embassy, the Ayatollah began to release all non-
U.S. captives, and all female and minority Americans, 
citing these groups as among the people oppressed 
by the government of the United States. The re-
maining 52 captives remained at the mercy of the 
Ayatollah for the next 14 months.President Jimmy 
Carter was unable to diplomatically resolve the cri-
sis, and on April 24, 1980, he ordered a disastrous 
rescue mission in which eight U.S. military personnel 
were killed and no hostages rescued. Three months 

later, the former shah died of cancer in Egypt, but the 
crisis continued. In November 1980, Carter lost the 
presidential election to Republican Ronald Reagan. 
Soon after, with the assistance of Algerian inter-
mediaries, successful negotiations began between 

the United States and Iran. On the day of Reagan’s 
inauguration, the United States freed almost $8 bil-
lion in frozen Iranian assets, and the hostages were 
released after 444 days. The next day, Jimmy Carter 
flew to West Germany to greet the Americans on 

Iran Hostage Crisis ends

Fraz Naqvi is an MPhil scholar of International 
Relations based in Islamabad, Pakistan. He 
writes for national and international news 
blogs. His main focus is on Middle East and 

South Asia.
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Stephanie son Harry 
Brant dies aged 24

NEWYORK
Socialite Harry Brant, the son of model 
Stephanie Seymour and her billionaire hus-
band Peter Brant, has died aged 24 after an 
accidental overdose of prescription drugs.
Brant’s family told the New York Times that 
his tragic death occurred after a long struggle 
with addiction.“We will forever be saddened 
that his life was cut short by this devastat-
ing disease,” they said in a statement. “He 
achieved a lot in his 24 years, but we will 
never get the chance to see how much more 
Harry could have done.“Harry was not just 
our son. He was also a wonderful brother, 
loving grandson, favourite uncle and a caring 
friend. He was a creative, loving and powerful 
soul that brought light into so many people’s 
hearts. He was truly a beautiful person inside 
and out.”As well as being a regular fixture on 
the red carpet, Harry was a successful model 
- appearing in campaigns for Balmain and in 
Italian Vogue magazine. He also released a 
unisex make-up line with his brother Peter Jr. 
for MAC.As well as Peter Jr., Harry is survived 
by a younger sister, an older half brother from 
Seymour’s previous marriage and four half 
siblings from his father’s previous marriage.
VoM

Zayn Malik sparks concern 
among fans with bizarre

NEW YORK
Zayn Malik sparked concern among his fans 
by drinking beer and smoking during a 6 am 
livestream session on Monday.The Pillow Talk 
star, who welcomed a daughter with girlfriend 
Gigi Hadid in September, was believed to be in 
New York, where he currently lives, when he 
went live on Instagram in the early hours of the 
morning.Telling fans he was listening to tracks 
from his third studio album Nobody Is Listening, 
Zayn added: “I’ve recorded a sick song today. It 
might seem a bit weird. I just sat at a computer. 
I looped four bars. But that’s all I can say. It’s 
sick, right?”As well as singing along to the tunes, 
Zayn swigged from a bottle of beer, ate pizza and 
smoked what some fans speculated was a canna-
bis joint.“Why is Zayn getting high and blasting 
lights and music at 6am when he supposedly has 
a baby in the house?” one fan tweeted, while an-
other added, “If he’s in NYC he went live at 6am, 
which seems an odd time to be smoking a joint 
and blasting music that loud.”Zayn’s livestream 
came ahead of the official U.K. chart figures 
being released this Friday - with early predic-
tions suggesting that Nobody Is Listening is due 
to enter the charts at number 10.VoM

Caitlyn closer to Kylie 
Jenner than other kids

DUBAI
The 71-year-old star - who has Burt, 42, 
and Cassandra, 40, with first wife Chrystie 
Crownover, Brandon, 39, and Brody, 37, 
with second spouse Linda Thompson, and 
Kendall, 25, and Kylie, 23, with third wife 
Kris Jenner - meets up regularly for dinner 
with her youngest child and they can talk 
about anything.Caitlyn said: “Kendall’s off 
kind of doing her thing, and Kylie, like, I 
had dinner last night at Kylie’s house. We 
try to do that once a week, once every two 
weeks.“ I go over there and she always has 
these great meals — prepared, she doesn’t 
do them. ... But they’re so good! It’s better 
than a restaurant.”Caitlyn’s close friend 
Sophia Hutchins often joins them for their 
relaxing evenings together.She continued: 
“Kylie and Sophia get along very well.“So 
[it’s] Sophia, Kylie and myself, just three of 
us, nobody around … just in the house — she 
has some beautiful homes.“[We] just have a 
glass of wine and talk about stuff and this 
and that. And so from that standpoint, we’re 
a lot closer.VoM

Staff Report
ISLAMABAD 

T h e  Pa k i s t a n  C r i c ke t  B o a rd 
(PCB)  has  on  Tuesday  con-
tacted the National  Command 
and Operation Center (NCOC) 
to seek permission for limited 
spectators in the 2021 Pakistan 
Super League (PSL) matches.
The league administration is look-
ing forward to hold the PSL matches 
in the presence of spectators in 
limited numbers following the 
coronavirus standard operating 
procedures (SOPs). The PCB has 
also released tender for ticketing 
services. Playoffs of the 2020 edi-
tion were played without crowds 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
PCB Chairman Ehsan Mani had ear-
lier said: “Fans always supported 
the PSL and played a significant 
role in making it a success in every 

edition. In this edition as well, we 
will try to convince the govern-
ment to allow a fixed number of 
crowd, who may watch the matches 
strictly following the COVID-19 
SOPs set by the government .”

The sixth edition of the PSL will 
begin on February 20 when Karachi 
Kings will launch bid to defend 
their title at home – the National 
Stadium Karachi – against former 
champions Quetta Gladiators. The 

Staff Report
MANCHESTER

Kevin Na overcame a three-stroke 
deficit with six holes to play with 
three straight birdies and another on 
the 18th hole to win the Sony Open in 
Honolulu on Sunday.Na carded a 5-un-
der-par 65 on Sunday to finish at 21-
under 259 at Waialae Country Club.
The 37-year-old Na recorded his fifth 

PGA Tour victory by edging Chris 
Kirk and Chile’s Joaquin Niemann, 
who tied for second one shot back.
Kirk carded his fourth consecutive 
round of 65 after collecting seven 
birdies against two bogeys. He earned 
enough FedEx Cup points to remain 
under the Major Medical Extension 
for the remainder of the season.
Niemann’s five-birdie, one-bogey 
performance resulted in a 66 on 
Sunday and his second straight 
runner-up finish. He lost in a play-
off at last week’s Sentry Tournament 
of Champions.Webb Simpson, who 
was the last player to finish second 
in consecutive weeks on the PGA 
Tour, matched a low-round 64 to end 
up tied for fourth place on Sunday.
Simpson was knotted up with 
Australian Marc Leishman (65) 
and third-round leader Brendan 
Steele (69),  who finished at 

19-under for the tournament.
Na said after the round that he “felt 
pretty comfortable all day,” and he 
needed the strong back nine to get 
in position for the win.After his only 
bogey of the day on No. 12, Na rattled 
off three straight birdies starting with 
a 15-foot putt on 13.“I knew there 
was a lot of birdie holes left,” Na said. 
“I was having fun out there.”Kirk was 
in the clubhouse and eyeing a playoff 
when Na wrapped it up on No. 18.
Na’s second shot flew the green, but 
his chip shot to within a foot set up 
the clinching birdie. The victory al-
lowed Na to record tournament wins 
in each of the last four seasons.“I felt 
like Waialae is a golf course I really 
have a chance at, and there’s not 
too many of these left anymore, so I 
have to take advantage of it,” Na said. 
“What a great feeling to win at a golf 
course I really feel like I can win at.”

Bureau Report
The federal government’s debt grew at a dou-

ble-digit pace to Rs35.8 trillion by November 
2020 on an annualised basis, an addition of 
Rs3.7 trillion in one year, as it faces pressure 
to reduce dependency on short-term debt to 
minimise the refinancing risks.The central 
government debt, which was Rs32.1 trillion 
in November 2019, surged to Rs35.8 tril-
lion within a year, reported the State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP) on Monday. There was an in-
crease of Rs3.7 trillion or 11.5% in the debt 
stock, according to the central bank.The Rs35.8 
trillion debt was exclusive of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) debt as the Fund’s loan 
was recorded on the balance sheet of central 
bank.The debt stock is also exclusive of the li-
abilities that the government indirectly owes 
to creditors. Thus, the gross public debt is far 
higher than the central government debt.

When Imran Khan became prime minister, 
the central government’s debt was close to 
Rs24.2 trillion and the last Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) government added 
Rs5.65 billion a day to the public debt.On av-
erage, per day addition to the public debt has 
jumped to Rs13.2 billion since the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) came to power.The 
central government debt comprises long and 

short-term domestic and external debt.The SBP 
report showed that the central government’s 
total domestic debt increased from Rs21.4 
trillion in November 2019 to Rs24.1 trillion 
by November of current fiscal year. There was 
a net addition of Rs2.7 trillion or 12.6% to the 
domestic debt.The report showed that a major 
increase in the federal government’s debt was 
on account of long-term debt, which swelled 
from Rs16.6 trillion to Rs19.1 trillion in one 
year. There was an increase of Rs2.5 trillion 
or 15% in the long-term debt.t was largely 
because of the government’s decision to con-
vert its short-term borrowing from the central 
bank to long-term debt. This helped increase 
the maturity period of debt but also increased 
the cost of debt servicing.Sources said that the 
government was facing pressure from the IMF 
to enhance the maturity period of its debt. Due 
to the reason, it had to accept bids in the last 
bond auction, which were higher than the pre-
vious borrowing rates.In the latest auction in 
January, the Ministry of Finance accepted bids 
for five-year and 10-year bonds at 1% higher 
rates than the previous borrowing. The cut-off 
yield of both five-year and 10-year bonds rose 
1% to 9.53% and 9.99% from the last auction.
The market has taken this as an indication of 
the increase in policy rate by the central bank 

in coming months as the government is gearing 
up to revive the stalled IMF loan programme.
Short-term domestic debt increased at a rela-
tively slower pace, from Rs4.8 trillion to Rs5 
trillion by November 2020 due to shift in bor-
rowing to long-term instruments.The federal 
government’s debt, acquired through the sale 
of Market Treasury Bills (MTBs) to commer-
cial banks, increased from Rs4.2 trillion to 
Rs5 trillion, a surge of Rs768 billion.External 
debt of the central government increased from 
Rs10.7 trillion to Rs11.7 trillion by the end of 
November 2020, an increase of Rs991 billion 
or 9.2% in one year.

Bureau Report
BEIJING

Despite disruptions due to the COVID-19 ep-
idemic, China’s centrally-administered state-
owned enterprises (SOEs) reported profit 
growth in 2020 amid reforms to make their 
operations more efficient.Net profits of the 
country’s 97 central SOEs expanded 2.1 per-
cent year on year in 2020 to 1.4 trillion yuan 
(215.77 billion U.S. dollars), with around 80 
percent of central SOEs reporting rising prof-
its, Peng Huagang, spokesperson for the State-
owned Assets Supervision and Administration 
Commission (SASAC) of the State Council, told 
a press conference Tuesday.The growth was 
hard-won, said Peng, noting that the central 
SOEs saw their profits plummet more than 60 
percent in the first four months last year when 
the country was yet to emerge from the im-
pact of COVID-19.“We had experienced ups and 
downs in 2020 but managed to achieve good 
results,” Peng said.The central SOEs raked in 
30.3 trillion yuan in combined revenues last 
year, down 2.2 percent year on year, narrow-

ing by 9.6 percentage points from the decline 
seen in the first quarter last year, SASAC data 
showed.In December alone, central SOEs saw 

their revenues rise for the fifth straight month 
to 3.7 trillion yuan, an 11.7-percent expansion 
from a year ago.

China’s central SOEs report rising profits in 2020 amid reforms

FII confirms 
over 140 global 

speakers for 
2021 event

Previous
Bureaau Report

Dubai
More than 140 prominent inter-

national speakers have been con-
firmed to speak at this year’s Future 
Investment Initiative (FII), which 
will take place on Jan. 27-28.Some 
of the top names announced this 
week include Saudi Energy Minister 
Prince Abdul Aziz bin Salman; 
David Solomon, chairman and CEO 
of Goldman Sachs Group; Credit 
Suisse Group CEO Thomas Gottstein; 
Reliance Industries Chairman 
Mukesh Ambani; Patrick Pouyanné, 
chairman and CEO of Total; Lord 
Gerry Grimstone, the UK’s minister 
of state for trade; Hyperloop One 
co-founder Josh Giegel; and David 
Rubenstein, co-founder and co-exec-
utive chairman of The Carlyle Group.
The theme for 2020 will be “The 
Neo-Renaissance,” and due to travel 
restrictions as a result of the coro-
navirus pandemic, 60 speakers will 
attend in-person in Riyadh, while 
80 will participate virtually from 
hubs in New York, Paris, Beijing and 
Mumbai.Some of the other speak-
ers will include Yasir Al-Rumayyan, 
governor of Saudi Arabia’s Public 
Investment Fund and chairman of 
the FII Institute; Ray Dalio, co-chair-
man and chief information officer of 
Bridgewater Associates; Snam CEO 
Marco Alvarez; Dr. Sultan Al-Jaber, 
the UAE’s minister of industry and 
advanced technology.

Bureau Report
CHICAGO

Goldman Sachs Group Inc dwarfed Wall Street 
estimates as its fourth-quarter profit more than 
doubled, powered by another blowout perfor-
mance at its trading business and a surge in fees 
from underwriting a string of blockbuster IPOs. 
Revenue from global markets, which houses the 

bank’s flagship trading business, registered its 
best annual performance in a decade. Sales at the 
unit surged 23% to $4.27 billion in the quarter, 
raking in $21.2 billion in the full year.Investment 
banking revenue jumped 27% to $2.61 billion dur-
ing the quarter, driven mainly by equity under-
writing, which was up 195% from the same period 
last year.The bank’s shares surged 2.6% in early 

trading, adding to a 20% gain in the past year.Total 
revenue climbed 18% to $11.74 billion. The bank’s 
net earnings applicable to common shareholders 
rose to $4.36 billion, or $12.08 per share, in the 
quarter ended Dec. 31.Analysts had expected a 
profit of $7.47 per share on average, according 
to the IBES estimate from Refinitiv.“We hope this 
year brings much needed stability and a respite 
from the pandemic, but we remain ready to handle 
a wide range of outcomes,” Chief Executive David 
Solomon said, as the bank reiterated the three-
year targets it set for profitability and expense 
savings last January.Goldman’s performance was 
in line with broader gains for trading units across 
Wall Street banks, with JPMorgan Chase also re-
porting stronger-than-expected results as finan-
cial market volumes remained consistently high.
Record levels of capital markets activity during 
the quarter helped the Wall Street giant gener-
ate handsome underwriting fees from a number 
of high-profile IPOs including Airbnb, Doordash, 
Lufax and Root. Goldman’s latest performance 
was all the more impressive, as it comfortably ab-
sorbed a $3-billion hit to its annual profits, after 
reaching a settlement with the U.S. Department of 
Justice and other U.S. and overseas regulators over 
its role in Malaysia’s 1MDB corruption scandal.

Goldman Sachs profit more than doubles on underwriting, trading boost

Bureau Report
LOS ANGELES

Australian authorities said mandatory hotel quarantine for peo-
ple arriving for the Australian Open tennis tournament was 
essential to stop COVID-19, as the country recorded another 
day with no new locally acquired cases on Tuesday.Some of 
the world’s top tennis players including world No. 1 Novak 
Djokovic have questioned the country’s enforced 14-day hotel 
quarantine, suggesting they should be allowed to complete 
the process in accommodation with tennis courts before 
the tournament which starts in Victoria state on Feb. 8.But 
Victorian premier Daniel Andrews said he would not make 
changes.“People are free to ask for things, but the answer is no,” 
Andrews told reporters in a televised news conference.“They 
knew what they were traveling into and we are not cutting 
corners or making special arrangements.”More than 70 play-
ers and their entourage are confined to their hotel rooms after 
passengers on three charter flights returned positive tests for 
the coronavirus. Victoria recorded four new cases in hotel quar-
antine on Tuesday, but these are not counted as community 
transmissions.Andrews came under substantial pressure in 
2020 after putting the country’s second-most populous state 
into a months-long lockdown to fight a second wave of infec-
tions of the new coronavirus.In neighboring New South Wales 
state, Hollywood actor Matt Damon was granted an exemption 
from hotel quarantine after arriving to film a “Thor” sequel 
in Sydney.Damon flew in on a private jet, will stay in a rented 
house under security and pay for hospital-grade cleaning for 
his 14-day quarantine, a doctor involved in his quarantine was 
quoted saying in local media.As Australia’s hard-line border 
controls keep daily numbers of new coronavirus cases at zero 
or low single digits, tourism operators have called for additional 
subsidies after health authorities suggested the country would 
not fully reopen its borders in 2021.

Public debt jumps Rs3.7tr in a year

Spirited finish allows Kevin Na to win Sony Open

Australia says ‘no’ to ten-
nis stars’ calls for COVID-19 

PCB contacts NCOC for limited spectators in PSL matches
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IMF had rapidly increased conces-
sional financing to emerging mar-

ket and developing economies
Bureau Report
WASHINGTON   

As Washington DC prepares for a 
presThe head of the International 
Monetary Fund on Monday said the 
global lender needed more resources 
to help heavily indebted countries, 
citing a highly uncertain global eco-
nomic outlook and a growing diver-
gence between rich and poor coun-
tries.
IMF Managing Director Kristalina 
Georgieva, who has long advocated 
a new allocation of the IMF’s own 
currency, Special Drawing Rights 
(SDRs), said doing so now would give 
more funds to use address both the 
health and economic crisis, and ac-
celerate moves to a digital and green 
economy.
Under outgoing President Donald 
Trump, the United States, the IMF’s 
largest shareholder, has blocked such 
a new SDR allocation, a move akin to 
a central bank printing money, since 
it would provide more resources to 
richer countries since the alloca-

tion would be proportionate to their 
shareholding.
Swedish Finance Minister Magda-
lena Andersson, the new chair of the 
IMF’s steering committee speaking 
at an online news conference with 
Georgieva, said it was clear the need 
for liquidity remained great, and she 
would consult with member coun-
tries on options for expanding liquid-
ity.
Andersson, the first European to 
head the International Monetary and 
Financial Committee in more than 12 
years and the first women, started 
her three-year term in the role on 
Monday.
Georgieva said the IMF had rapidly 
increased concessional financing to 
emerging market and developing 
economies, including through dona-
tions by member countries of some 
$20 billion in existing SDRs. That 
would continue to play an important 
role, but further steps were needed, 
she said.
“It will continue to be so important, 
even more important, for us to be 
able to expand our capacity to sup-
port countries that have fallen be-
hind,” Georgieva said.

She said a new SDR allocation had 
never been taken off the table by IMF 
members, she said, adding that some 
members continued to discuss it as a 
possible move. A possible sale of gold 
from the IMF’s reserves would have 
“some opportunity costs” for the 
IMF, but would be up to members, 
she said.
She said she expected the Group of 
20 major economies to extend the 
current moratorium in official debt 
service payments by the poorest 
countries, now slated to end in June, 
but much would depend on the pace 
of vaccinations in coming months. 
Reuters

Pandemic worsening, and more 
contagious variants emerging 

around the world, this is not the 
time to be lifting restrictions on 

international travel
WASHINGTON 

U.S. President-elect Joe Biden plans to 
quickly extend travel restrictions barring 
travel by most people who have recently 
been in much of Europe and Brazil soon 
after President Donald Trump lifted those 
requirements effective Jan. 26, a spokes-
woman for Biden said.
Trump signed an order Monday lifting the 
restrictions he imposed early last year in 
response to the pandemic - a decision first 
reported Monday by Reuters - after winning 
support from coronavirus task force mem-
bers and public health officials.
Soon after Trump’s order was made public, 
Biden spokeswoman Jen Psaki tweeted “on 
the advice of our medical team, the Admin-
istration does not intend to lift these restric-
tions on 1/26.”
She added that “With the pandemic worsen-
ing, and more contagious variants emerging 
around the world, this is not the time to be 
lifting restrictions on international travel.”
Until Biden acts, Trump’s order ends re-
strictions the same day that new COVID-19 

test requirements take effect for all interna-
tional visitors. Trump is due to leave office 
on Wednesday.
Last week, the head of the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention signed an or-
der requiring nearly all air travelers to pres-
ent a negative coronavirus test or proof of 
recovery from COVID-19 to enter the United 
States starting on Jan. 26.
The restrictions Trump rescinded have 
barred nearly all non-U.S. citizens who with-
in the last 14 days have been in Brazil, the 

United Kingdom, Ireland and the 26 coun-
tries of the Schengen area in Europe that al-
low travel across open borders.
The U.S. restrictions barring most visitors 
from Europe have been in place since mid-
March when Trump signed proclamations 
imposing them, while the Brazilian entry 
ban was imposed in May.
Psaki added that “in fact, we plan to 
strengthen public health measures around 
international travel in order to further miti-
gate the spread of COVID-19.” Reuters

Pakistan Post to attain major chunk 
of e-commerce deliveries

ISLAMABAD 
Adviser to Prime Minister for Commerce 
and Investment, Abdul Razak Dawood on 
Tuesday appreciated e-commerce promoter 
‘Bazaar Technologies’ on successfully raising 
$ 6.5 million, in what was now being termed 
as one of the region’s larger seed rounds.
“This is impressive considering the fact that 
the start-up was founded just 8-months ago 
by two youngsters at Karachi for digitizing 
of the traditional retail sector in Pakistan,” 
the adviser said this on his official twitter ac-
count.
“I have always believed in the entrepreneur-
ship of our youth and this speaks volumes 
about their abilities” he said.
The adviser said “I wish them success and 
urge our young entrepreneurs to emulate 
this as with a large population base, Pakistan 
is one of the largest potential e-commerce 
markets in the world.”
New initiative of e-commerce by Pakistan 
Post would turn the department into a prof-
itable organization through capturing major 
chunk of this innovative domain.

Ministry of Communications and Postal 
Services, headed by Murad Saeed had intro-
duced some new initiatives in view of the 
growing e-commerce market in the country 
to further strengthen the financial services of 
the department and meet the modern needs 
of its customers, an official of Pakistan Post 
told APP on Tuesday.
“Pakistan Post is providing e-commerce 
facility with different options including de-
livery partner, sale through postal counter, 
collect and return service and co-branded 
partner”, he said.
He said that Pakistan Post also offered cost-
effective Cash on Delivery (COD) at regular 
and subsidized bulk user rates to delivery 
partners.
He said that Pakistan Post also intended to 
offer collaboration with interested e-com-
merce partners, through selling their prod-
ucts using postal counters, by providing bro-
chures or using tabloids for order placement 
on online Pakistan Post Shop.
He said that the department was also offer-
ing collect and return services for the ex-
change and return of articles through poster 
counters. APP

China and Pakistan have developed many col-
laborative activities and joint projects in the 

agricultural sector where the scientific staff of 
both countries can work together

BEIJING
Pakistan-China cooperation program on cotton improvement 
is underway, China Economic Net (CEN) reported on Tuesday.
 “While Pakistan is still struggling to cope with the problems 
of insect pests, diseases, fiber quality and yield in the cotton 
industry, China has already made a significant breakthrough 
to overcome these problems long ago, said agriculture scien-
tist Muhammad Shahid Iqbal.
Shahid is currently working as a Ph.D. scholar on the program 
initiated by Cotton Research Institute (CRI), Chinese Acad-
emy of Agricultural Sciences (CAAS) in collaboration with 
Cotton Research Institute Multan, Ayub Agricultural Research 
Institute, and several Pakistani agriculture universities.
He is part of the Pakistan-China joint research program aimed 
at cotton improvement especially for fiber quality and yield, 
which is beneficial to both countries.
Since the last few years, especially with the introduction of 
CPEC, China and Pakistan have developed many collaborative 
activities and joint projects in the agricultural sector where 
the scientific staff of both countries can work together.
“It’s beneficial for both sides because the geological proximity 
and similar weather conditions in some parts of the countries 
mean more convenience and efficiency in conducting field ex-
periments,” Shahid said.

Pakistan has seen a lower production of cotton for the past 
several years because of frequent extreme weathers, the 
scourge of insect pests, and insufficient technological invest-
ment in the cotton industry.
“So the objective of the program I’m working on is to cross-
breed a new variety of cotton that may have better perfor-
mance for yield, quality, and resistance across diverse envi-
ronments,” Shahid said in an interview with CEN.
For textile usage, there are three major types of cotton in a 
broad sense. They include: Egyptian cotton (G. barbadense), 
known as extra-long staple cotton, is highly sensitive to envi-
ronment and mostly cultivated in Egypt and a few other areas
American upland cotton (G. hirsutum), making up about 90 
percent of the world’s cotton crop, is comprised of relatively 
shorter fibers and widely used in a variety of consumer prod-
ucts where manufacturers are looking for quality and purity 
in an all-natural fiber. VoM

Pak-China Centre to deepen 
Pakistan’s linkages with SCO 
countries Ambassador Haqe

Politicking of Madrassa 
Students will not be 
allowed at any cost: 

Interior Minister

ISLAMABAD
The tenth round of talks between the Indian 
government and the protesting farmers on 
controversial new farm laws has been post-
poned till tomorrow (Wednesday).The previ-
ous rounds of talks were failed to reach any 
concrete results, as protesting unions have 
stuck to their main demand for repealing the 
new laws, but the government has refused to 
do so. Meanwhile, a Supreme Court-appoint-
ed panel to resolve the crisis is also scheduled 
to hold its first meeting today. Separately, the 
Supreme Court told the government that the 
proposed tractor rally on the Republic Day 
by protesting farmers is a “law and order” 
matter and court has nothing to do with that. 
Leading international daily, the New York 
Times, reports that Indian Supreme Court’s 
suspension of the implementation of farm 
laws is a tactic to ease pressure on the Modi 
government built by farmers’ protests. In its 
report, the paper quotes farmers’ leaders 
who have expressed serious reservations on 
the committee formed by the Supreme Court 
as all its members are vehement supporters 
of the farm laws. VoM

ISLAMABAD   
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi has 
said the India’s aggressive designs against Paki-
stan will jeopardize the peace of the entire region.      
In an interview with PTV, he said Pakistan has 
apprised the world community, including the 
United Nations, about the sinister motives of Mo-
di-led government for its supremacy in the South 
Asian region.
India, he said, is using the media as a tool to ma-
lign Pakistan through fabricated stories.               
Expressing serious concerns over the situation 
in Indian illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir, 
the Foreign Minister said the Indian rulers are 
not giving access to international human rights 
organizations to take stock of the situation and 
the plight of Kashmiri people.
To a question he said Pakistan has never refused 
talks with India, but the Modi regime has always 
fled from holding negotiations.    
About the Afghan peace process, he said the in-
ternational community is well aware of the ef-
forts of Pakistan for peace in Afghanistan.
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi has 
urged the international community to hold India 
responsible for endangering peace in the region.
In a statement today (Tuesday), he said the world 

has realized that a fascist Hindutva regime is gov-
erning India that the world considers a secular 
state.
The Minister said we presented before the world 
irrefutable evidence of India’s sponsorship of ter-
rorism inside Pakistan through a dossier on No-
vember 14 last year. He said the EU DisinfoLab’s 
recent report has confirmed our reservations. He 
said Arnab Goswami’s recently leaked chat has 
exposed the Pulwama drama.
Shah Mahmood Qureshi said Pakistan wants 
peace in the region, including Afghanistan. He 
said we want that the intra-Afghan dialogue 
reaches its logical conclusion with a success.         
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi while 
referring on Tuesday to the Pulwama attack, that 
India created to achieve political goals, said there 
was an irresponsible government in Delhi that 
could do anything for political purposes.
“In the November 14 dossier, we presented to 
the world irrefutable evidence of India’s support 
for terrorists,” the foreign minister said, adding 
that an investigation by the EU DisinfoLab has 
confirmed Pakistan’s concerns about India’s false 
propaganda campaign to discredit Pakistan glob-
ally.
He further stated that the international commu-

nity has a responsibility to hold India account-
able for the lack of peace in the region.
“The world has come to know that India, which 
they considered a secular state, is ruled by a fas-
cist, Hindutva government,” he added.
The foreign minister reiterated that Pakistan 
wants peace and stability in the region, includ-
ing in Afghanistan. “We want the intra-Afghan 
dialogue to be successful and reach its logical 
conclusion. There are some elements inside and 
outside Afghanistan that are playing the role of 
spoilers,” the foreign minister observed.
He underscored that the federal government 
has clarified its policy on Palestine. “Banners 
denouncing Israel are being put up in Karachi 
for political purposes,” he said. “When the gov-
ernment has clarified its policy on Palestine, 
then there is no question of recognising Israel,” 
Qureshi stated.
He said the Pakistan Democratic Movement 
(PDM) wants to hide the growing chaos and 
save its declining reputation, whereas, the for-
eign minister added, the Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) was “playing on both sides of the wicket 
and using PDM to achieve its own goals”.
He said the PDM’s statement was consistent with 
the statement of Pakistan’s enemy forces.VoM

Indian coercion in-focus  

India’s coercive designs against Pakistan to 
deteriorate regional peace: FM

Int’l community has acknowledged efforts of Pakistan for peace in Afghanistan

 COVID-19, Biden to block Trump’s plan to lift 
European travel restrictions 

E-commerce robust 
Razak phrases e-commerce promoter for 

raising $ 6.5 million

Under CPEC, improvement of cotton industry underway 9th round of talk’s 
b/w govt-farmer 

unions fails           

No seminary student or banned Ansar 
ul Islam militia would be allowed to 

participate in the Pakistan Democratic 
Movement 

ISLAMABAD
Ministry of Interior on Tuesday has established a 
control room to monitor the protest of Pakistan 
Democratic Movement (PDM) being staged in front 
of the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP).Inte-
rior Minister Sheikh Rasheed Ahmad has decided to 
monitor the situation himself.
Sheikh Rasheed Ahmad visited the control room 
along with Interior Secretary Yousuf Naseem 
Khokhar and reviewed the facilities being provided 
in the room. The minister said that law and order 
of the capital city would be monitored from the 
control room. He said all entry points of the capital 
would be closely monitored through CCTV cameras. 
Sheikh Rasheed said the government had allowed 
the peaceful protest, which was first of its kind per-
mission granted for any such activity on the Consti-
tution Avenue. The interior minister expressed the 
hope that PDM’s protest outside the ECP would be 
peaceful. Meanwhile, the minister also visited the 
Election Commission of Pakistan to review the secu-
rity arrangements. He directed police for foolproof 
security to avoid any untoward incident.
Minister for Interior Sheikh Rasheed Ahmad Mon-
day said no seminary student or banned Ansar ul 
Islam militia would be allowed to participate in the 
Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) protest be-
fore the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP).The 
ECP was a constitutional institution and the govern-
ment would not let anyone to intimidate it, he said 
while addressing here a news conference.The min-
ister warned the Ansar-ul-Islam members of action 
if they were spotted in the protest donning uniforms 
with battons.
“We (the authorities) will keep a close eye on the 
protesters to ascertain if any Madrasa (seminary) 
student were brought by the PDM leadership.The 
Ulema and religious scholars should better com-
ply with the law and avoid using their students for 
politicking, which is even against the sanctity of their 
stature.”
He said the Madaris (seminaries) were the torch-
bearers (minarets) of Islam and they had great es-
teem for them. They should not be used for political 
gains.He said he chaired a meeting to take stock of 
the law and order situation, which might arise due 
to the PDM’s protest in the Federal Capital on Tues-
day. VoM

Pakistan has been closely coordinating with all 
SCO member countries for the attainment of com-

mon objectives
BEIJING

Pakistan-China Centre aimed at deepening Pakistan’s 
linkages with the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO) member states especially China in diverse fields 
of cooperation was inaugurated in Jiaozhou District, 
Qingdao, China.
Pakistan Ambassador to China, Moin ul Haque and, 
Party Secretary of Jaiozhou District, Qingdao and Di-
rector General of Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
Demonstration Area (SCODA), Liu Jianjun jointly inau-
gurated the center on Tuesday.
Speaking on the occasion, the Ambassador highlight-
ed that since becoming SCO’s member in June 2017, 
Pakistan has been closely coordinating with all SCO 
member countries for the attainment of common ob-
jectives.
He underscored that establishment of Pakistan-China 
Centre at the SCODA marked a major step towards 
Pakistan’s closer integration with the member coun-
tries in multifaceted areas of cooperation including 
bilateral trade, investment, sports, people-to-people 
exchanges and two-way tourism.
Ambassador Haque also expressed optimism that 
Pakistan-China heralded the beginning of a new 
phase of cooperation between Pakistan and Qingdao 
in areas of common interests.
He thanked the Government of Qingdao for its contin-
ued support for the establishment of the Centre.
Pakistan Ambassador to China Moin ul Haque has vis-
ited Tianjin Municipality, held meeting with Director 
General of Foreign Affairs Office (FAO) of Tianjin Mu-
nicipal People’s Government Luan Jianzhang and also 
visited China Public Vocational Training Centre.
During the meeting with Director General, Ambassa-
dor Haque said that Tianjin-based firms working un-
der China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) have 
been strengthening all-weather strategic cooperative 
partnership between Pakistan and China.
The ambassador also urged to further strengthen 
Pakistan-Tianjin cooperation in medical technology, 
industry and vocational training.
The DG said that the 70th anniversary of diplomatic 
ties provides a new starting point for both countries 
to envision new heights for bilateral ties in the next 
70 years. Tianjin FAO will promote and strengthen 
bilateral cooperation in science & technology, trade, 
culture and development of skilled human resource.
During the visit to China Public Vocational Training 
Centre in Tianjin, the ambassador appreciated the 
work of Training Centre and discussed opportunities 
to further strengthen vocational training cooperation 
for 2nd Phase of CPEC. VoM

Global market 
IMF chief sees ‘high degree of uncertainty’ in 

global outlook


