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According to this view, de-
mocracy is a product of west-
ern culture, and it cannot be 

applied to the Middle East 
which has a different cul-

tural, religious, sociological 
and historical background.

President Turkey

Recep Tayyip Erdogan

Pakistan louds Turkey’s principled stance 
on IIOJK

US accuses Iran of providing Al-Qaeda safe haven

The Asian Telegraph

Pakistan, China 
agrees to further 

consolidate 
bonhomie 

RAWALPINDI
The Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan, 
Nong Rong called on to Syed Fakhar Imam, 
the Federal Minister for National Food Se-
curity and Research in the minister’s office 
today. 
The minister welcomed the dignitary and 
said that Pakistan attaches great value to 
its relations with China. The cooperation 
between the two countries is ideal and all 
efforts are under way to further enhance 
the relationship between Pakistan and 
China. 
The minister suggested foreign exchange 
programs between the two countries for 
education and research, especially adap-
tive research for agriculture to translate 
Pakistan’s potential to fruitful effort. The 
Ambassador reciprocated the same emo-
tions. 
His Excellency recognized Pakistan’s po-
tential in agriculture, urbanization and 
industrialization. He also encouraged the 
making of an online agricultural informa-
tion exchange platform. At the end, both 
dignitaries agreed to work together to fur-
ther strengthen the bilateral alliance and 
a looked forward to a warm, cordial, pro-
ductive and meaningful relationship. VoM

Oil’s gains come at opportune time for Gulf States
Saudi Aramco seeks $7.5 billion 
loan for oil pipeline investors

Bureau Reporter
BILLINGS

Oil prices are now in recovery mode and 
approaching $55, which would be a highly a 
sought after level for OPEC countries after the 
steep decline last year.

Many factors have combined to make this 
possible. The Swiss banking giant UBS pre-
dicts prices could rise to $63 a barrel by the 
middle of the year, and it seems to be a projec-
tion based on convincing justifications. It is 
customary that oil demand begins to grow by 
the third quarter of each year, with Goldman 
Sachs reckoning $65 is doable by summer.

As for the justifications for the increases, 
it can be summed up in three reasons. First, 
optimism about the rise in oil demand after 
the rapid circulation of various COVID-19 vac-
cines, which will lead to the gradual return 
of activities in all countries. Britain has an-
nounced that the current shutdown would 
be the last of such closures.

Second, the US Congress’ confirmation of Joe 
Biden’s victory has also contributed, due to 
energy-related policies the new US president 
intends to take.

The third factor is related to the renewed 
commitment by the OPEC+ grouping to the 
production ceiling agreed upon, with a slight 

increase by an estimated 75,000 barrels per 
day by Russia and Kazakhstan. Meanwhile, 
Saudi Arabia’s decision to voluntarily reduce 
its output by one million barrels per day con-
tributed significantly to the price increase in 
such a short period of time.

Oil reserves have also dropped as a result of 
US oil production’s decline to a 450,000 bar-
rel a day, as confirmed by the International 
Energy Agency (IEA). In its report last month, 
the IEA said there is a deficit in global oil re-
serves, which is expected to increase by July 
and leading to a further rise in prices.

Certainly, there are some expectations about 
easing sanctions on Iranian oil exports by the 
US President-elect. But it will take some time, 
both in terms of easing sanctions or rehabili-
tating the Iranian oil sector itself.

This will coincide with a faster-than-ex-
pected rise in demand in the third quarter, 
which will lead to markets’ absorption of the 
Iranian production. There are obstacles re-
lated to the payment of Iranian oil sales due to 
financial sanctions imposed on Tehran, which 
may constitute another obstacle to the rapid 
flow of the country’s oil exports. Reuters

President conferred the award of 
Hilal-e-Pakistan on Turkish Foreign 

Minister
ISLAMABAD 

Pakistan and Turkey have agreed to further 
solidify and expand bilateral cooperation in 
the fields of trade and culture. It was agreed 
at a meeting between President Dr Arif Alvi 
and the visiting Turkish delegation, led by 
Turkish Foreign Minister, Mr Mevlut Cavu-
soglu, which called on him, at Aiwan-e-Sadr, 
today.
           Welcoming the delegation, the Presi-
dent said that Pakistan and Turkey enjoyed 
excellent relations and both countries need-
ed to further enhance economic and cul-
tural relations for the mutual benefit of the 
two countries. He informed that Pakistan’s 
ranking of Ease of Doing Business had tre-
mendously improved and Turkish investors 
needed to capitalize on investment opportu-
nities in Pakistan. He expressed satisfaction 
over Turkish investment in Pakistan which 
had grown over USD 1 Billion. 
           The President deeply thanked the Turk-
ish leadership for its principled stance on In-
dian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir. 
He asked the Foreign Minister to convey his 
gratitude to President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan for raising the voice of Kashmiris during 
his recent speech at UN General Assembly. 
He also appreciated Turkey’s leading role in 
the global efforts to fight the COVID-19 pan-
demic by providing assistance and support 

to Pakistan and other countries. 
           The Turkish Foreign Minister said that 
Turkey was keen to improve trade relations 
with Pakistan. He added that Turkey would 
continue encouraging Turkish companies 
to invest in Pakistan. Mr Mevlut Cavusoglu 
assured that his country would continue to 
support Pakistan at international fora. He 
appreciated Pakistan’s support to Azerbai-
jan on Nagorno Karabakh. Both sides un-
derlined the need to work closely on joint 
initiatives to combat Islamophobia, hate 
speech and other manifestations of intoler-
ance towards Islam. 
           Later, the President conferred the award 
of Hilal-e-Pakistan on Turkish Foreign Min-
ister, at a special investiture ceremony, in 
recognition of his services for the promotion 
of international peace and security as well as 
Pak-Turkey

Disruptive efforts by  
hostile forces won’t be 

allowed to succeed, COAS
Balochistan is the future of Pakistan 
and progress and prosperity of the 
province is progress of the country, 

COAS reiterated
MACHH 

General Qamar Javed Bajwa, Chief of 
Army Staff  (COAS) visited Quetta to-
day on a day long visit. COAS was given 
detailed security brief at HQ Southern 
Command, met families of victims of 
Mach incident and also interacted with 
a large gathering of Hazara community.  
At HQ Southern Command, COAS was ap-
prised about  prevailing security challenges 
in the province and the measures taken, in-
cluding border management along Pak- Af-
ghan and Pak-Iran Border. 
COAS also spent time with the bereaved 
families of Mach incident victims and 
shared their grief. COAS assured them 
that perpetrators of this heinous in-
cident shall be brought to justice and 
blood of the martyrs will not go waste.  
Later, COAS addressed the garrison officers. 
COAS appreciated their preparedness and 
efforts for ensuring peace and stability in 
the province despite difficulties of terrain 
and distances involved. 
Balochistan is in sharp focus of our en-
emies due to its strategic potential, COAS 
remarked. Balochistan is the future of Paki-
stan and progress and prosperity of the 
province is progress of the country, COAS 
reiterated. 
The disruptive efforts by  hostile forces 
won’t be allowed to succeed, COAS em-
phasised. Security, stability and pros-
perity of Balochistan shall be pursued/ 
ensured to the hilt, COAS concluded. 
Earlier, on arrival at Quetta, COAS was re-
ceived by Lieutenant General Sarfraz Ali, 
Commander Southern Command.

Pakistan, Turkey agree to pursue joint strategy 
at Int’l level, vows further deepening bilateral 

cooperation 
ISLAMABAD

The Turkish delegation was led by Turkish Foreign 
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu, while the Pakistani del-
egation was led by Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi.

During the talks, bilateral relations, various aspects 
of multilateral strategic partnership between Pakistan 
and Turkey in various fields were discussed.

I warmly welcome Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut 
Cavusoglu and his delegation to the Foreign Ministry. 
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi.

 The Foreign Minister congratulated the Turkish 
Foreign Minister on the awarding of Hilal Pakistan in 
recognition of his diplomatic services.

President Tayyip Erdogan’s visit to Pakistan in 
February 2020 further strengthened bilateral relations 
between the two countries Makhdoom Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi.

The Foreign Minister congratulated the Turkish 
Foreign Minister on the discovery of new gas reserves 
in Turkey.

Corona global epidemic has devastated the global 
economy the second wave of corona epidemic is prov-
ing more dangerous Foreign Minister

For developing countries like Pakistan, the economic 
implications of the Corona epidemic are severe.

Makhdoom Shah Mehmood Qureshi said that we need 

to work together at the global level to address these 
economic implications and support weak economies.

We need to consider the steps we can take to trans-
form the deep bilateral relationship between Pakistan 
and Turkey into a strategic partnership, Foreign 
Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi said.

To promote bilateral trade relations between Turkey 
and Pakistan, we have issued e-visa for Turkish 
businessmen.

Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mehmood Qureshi 
thanks Turkish leadership for re-membership of UN 
Human Rights Council, FATF and Turkey’s support on 
Jammu and Kashmir issue

Serious human rights violations and state terrorism 
by India continue in Occupied Jammu and Kashmir

Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mehmood Qureshi 
said that human rights activists and the international 
community should understand the gravity of the issue 
and raise their voice for the legitimate rights of the 
oppressed Kashmiris. VoM

Turkey appreciates Pakistan’s conciliatory efforts for peace 
in Afghanistan: Turkish FM

Pompeo signs order removing 
Sudan from terror sponsors list

UNITED NATIONS   
Iran has replaced Afghanistan as the 

“home base” for Al-Qaeda terrorist lead-
ers, US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
said on Tuesday.

Pompeo confirmed reports that 
Al-Qaeda second-in-command Abu 
Muhammad Al-Masri, who organized the 
bombings of two US embassies in Africa 
in 1998, had been shot dead in Tehran on 
Aug. 7 last year.

Al-Masri’s presence in Iran was evidence 
that “Al-Qaeda has a new home base. It 
is the Islamic Republic of Iran,” Pompeo 
said. “I would say Iran is indeed the new 
Afghanistan, as the key geographic hub for 
Al-Qaeda,but it’s actually worse. “Unlike in 
Afghanistan, when Al-Qaeda was hiding 
in the mountains, Al-Qaeda today is oper-
ating under the hard shell of the Iranian 
regime’s protection.”

He called for more international pres-
sure, and described the terrorists’ alliance 
with Iran as a “massive force for evil all 
over the world.”

Pompeo said he was imposing sanc-
tions on Al-Qaeda leaders based in Iran 
and three leaders of Al-Qaeda Kurdish 

battalions.
He also offered a reward of up to $7 mil-

lion for information leading to the location 
or identification of Iran-based Al-Qaeda 
leader Muhammad Abbatay, also known 
as Abd Al-Rahman Al-Maghrebi. Writing 
in Arab News today, the Iranian-American 
political scientist Dr. Majid Rafizadeh says 
ties between Al-Qaeda and the Tehran 
regime date from the early 1990s. “The 
Iranian regime then viewed Al-Qaeda 
through the prism of ideological and po-
litical opportunism,” he says.

“Al-Qaeda … could help accomplish 
Iran’s three main revolutionary aims: Anti-
Americanism, undermining Saudi Arabia’s 

interests in the region, and destabilizing 
the Middle East so that Tehran could ex-
ploit the chaos and instability. “The Sunni-
Shiite division was never an issue for the 
Iranian regime as long as the terrorist 
group could help it accomplish its revo-
lutionary aims.”

Iran was “the godfather of many terror 
groups across the region, including Al-
Qaeda,” Rafizadeh says. “It is incumbent 
on the international community, and par-
ticularly the next US administration, to 
hold the Iranian regime accountable for its 
funding, arming and empowering of one 
of the most dangerous terrorist groups in 
the world.” Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan Wednesday 
while reaffirming the exceptional nature 
of Pakistan-Turkey political relationship, 
stressed the importance of transforming 
it into a robust economic partnership.
The bilateral ties were discussed here in 
a meeting between the prime minister 
and Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Ca-
vusoglu who called him, a PM Office press 
release said. 
During the meeting, they discussed Pak-
istan-Turkey bilateral relations and re-
gional and international issues.The two 
sides reaffirmed their shared resolve to 
further upgrade trade, investment, de-
fence, educational and cultural coopera-
tion.
The prime minister thanked Turkey for 
its steadfast support on the Jammu and 
Kashmir dispute and highlighted the det-
rimental Indian actions posing a threat 
to peace and security.In the regional con-
text, the prime minister underscored the 
importance Pakistan attached to a peace-
ful solution of the conflict in Afghanistan.
In this regard, he highlighted Pakistan’s 

positive contribution to Afghan peace 
process and the imperative for all Afghan 
stakeholders to work for bringing down 
violence leading to ceasefire and secur-
ing an inclusive and broad-based political 
settlement.
Imran Khan emphasized the importance 
of working to combat Islamophobia and 
promote better understanding of the rev-
erence Muslims have for the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH).
It was agreed to maintain high-level ex-
changes and further build Pakistan-Tur-
key strategic relationship to the mutual 
benefit of the two countries and peoples.
Prime Minister Imran Khan formally inau-
gurated the E-Bidding, E-Billing and GIS 
Mapping system under National Highway 
Authority for good governance, maintain-
ing transparency and ensuring account-
ability in Islamabad today (Wednesday). 
Addressing the inaugural ceremony, he 
said this step will take the country to-
wards modernity and digitalization.He 
said e-bidding will reduce human inter-
action in awarding contracts of various 
projects, which will end corruption and 

bribery in the whole process.The Prime 
Minister expressed the resolve to digi-
tize Federal Board of Revenue by July this 
year.He said we can ensure more tax col-
lection by introducing automation and 
digitization in the FBR.
Imran Khan said we can spend more on 
human development if we have excessive 
funds in the form of increased tax collec-
tion.
He said other ministries will also be en-
couraged to move towards e-governance 
so that utmost transparency can be en-
sured.Prime Minister Imran Khan formal-
ly inaugurated the E-Bidding, E-Billing 
and GIS Mapping system under National 
Highway Authority for good governance, 
maintaining transparency and ensur-
ing accountability in Islamabad today 
(Wednesday). 
Addressing the inaugural ceremony, he 
said this step will take the country to-
wards modernity and digitalization.He 
said e-bidding will reduce human inter-
action in awarding contracts of various 
projects, which will end corruption and 
bribery in the whole process. VoM

PM underscores joint efforts of Muslim world to combat 
Islamophobia

Broadsheet exposed ruling elites’ corruption, money-laundering scams: PM

Fraternal Pak, UAE 
bilateral ties embedded 

with shared values, 
diversifying sustainable 
engagement: UAE Envoy

Shehryar Afridi meets UAE minister, 
conveys special message of PM Khan

Rawalpindi
Chairman for Parliamentary Committee on 

Kashmir Shehryar Khan Afridi Wednesday 
called on United Arab Emirates Minister 
for Culture, Youth and Social Development 
Sheikh Nahayan bin Mubarak Al Nahayan in 
Abu Dhabi.

It was the second high level contact be-
tween the two countries after the recent visit 
of Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
to the UAE.

The meeting was mainly focused on fur-
ther enhancing bilateral relations between 
the two states.

Shehryar Khan Afridi conveyed a special 
message to the Sheikh and said that under 
Prime Minister Imran Khan, the ties between 
the two friendly nations would further be 
cemented.

He said that Pakistan and UAE had a won-
derful relationship and both the countries 
would further these ties in the near future.

“UAE and Pakistan are tied in decades of 
brother ties and the Overseas Pakistanis 
living in the UAE have provided further im-
petus to the historical and friendly ties be-
tween the two states,” said Sheikh Nahayan 
Bin Mubarak.

He said that due to the vision of Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, the Abu Dhabi group 
would further their investments in Pakistan 
and a new project worth US$ 500 would 
be started in Pakistan soon. Services of 
Pakistanis based in the UAE helped the UAE .
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Mitigating Climate Change

Climate change has been declared as a global and challenge for the world 
in the 21st century as it has a global impact regardless of the location 
or boundaries. Though Pakistan is not a major contributor to climate 
change but it’s among the countries which are most vulnerable towards 
climate change. Climate change affects the world in many ways espe-
cially it has a detrimental impact on the oceans, weather, food sources 

and health. Last year, an increase in the ice sheets melting was recorded higher 
in Antarctica, Artic circle and Greenland. On top of this, Amazon and Australian 
bushfires scorched the land and pushed the biodiversity at the brink of extinc-
tion. In addition, the weather is also becoming more extreme which causes intense 
floods, heavy snowfalls, major storms and more importantly the long and frequent 
droughts. Pakistan, although among the least contributor of the carbon emission and 
pollutants in the global climate change, ranked as the fifth most affected country. 
The country suffered from the floods, irregular rainfalls, dying mangroves, glacier 
melting, water scarcity and myriad other problems during the past decade due to 
the worsening climate conditions. This increase the challenges of the developing 
country, such as food security, public health issues, water security and rise in sea 
levels etc. The rise of sea level causes sea intrusion, which will affect agricultural 
land. In fact, it has already made the 2.2 million acres of land useless for agricul-
ture in Pakistan and will make Sindh region like Badin and Thatha unlivable till 
the year 2050. Urban centres are the most affected ones and a glaring example of 
this is Lahore, where along with smog leading to health issues, hazardous weather 
conditions resulted in the death of approx. 1250 people annually. The government 
launched nation-wide campaigns of Clean Green Pakistan plastic bags free cities 
and Billion Tsunami tree plantation and now the premier has undertaken that until 
2030, 60% of country’s vehicles will be electric and the country is transitioning 
to renewable energy. However, for a greater change, the individuals have to play 
their role, such as smart usage of energy, changing their consumer behaviours, 
and starting a conversation at the communal level. Together we can surmount this 
global challenge.

Economic Independence

In Pakistan, there is a pattern that every administration comes up with a 
similar strategy to achieve economic growth: borrow foreign currency-de-
nominated loans, build some large-scale infrastructure, get a minor growth 
spurt in the process, and wait until this growth spurt fades so the same 
process is repeated ad infinitum. The incumbent government also vowed 
to make the country economically independent and 2020 was designated 

as the year of economic stability by our premier. Although there had been few 
structural reforms undertaken by the incumbent government but due to the global 
pandemic deteriorating the global trade, and increasing trade deficits, the IMF 
bailout package has been availed by the incumbent regime amid its strong dis-
liking. Building a strong and resilient economy warrants devising and following 
consistently a long-term policy which minimizes the influence of the IFIs in the 
country, and allow the government to initiate economic programs to eradicate 
poverty and create employment. Government has been on a strong footing to 
overcome the economic leakages caused by institutional decay, regulating the 
informal and shadow economy, and implementing an unavoidable tax collection 
mechanism, which has engendered our economy so far. We know that the ris-
ing inflation is the catch22 - furthering the class gap –, the indirect taxation is 
aggravating the situation. Similarly, the government has made some progress in 
expanding the tax base, curbing smuggling, and reducing losses of the state-owned 
enterprises. However, progress will not be achieved overnight. Development of a 
clear roadmap to be pursued in the future and implementation thereof remains 
a big question mark. Moreover, building a political consensus on a common road 
map and political will to pursue the improvement of the indicators identified in 
the aforementioned roadmap is crucial to ensure a consistent policy irrespective 
of the political dynamics. It is a high time for Pakistan to immediately pursue 
economic agenda irrespective of its benefits to be realized during the tenure of 
the current government or successive governments.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

The US-China Trade War and its Impacts on the Global Economy

The United States and China are the world’s 
biggest economies, and a few analysts refer to 
China’s financial and political ascent as a contrib-
uting factor to Trump’s trade policies toward the 
country. Since 2010 when China turned into the 
world’s second-biggest economy (estimated in 
current US dollars), the US GDP has expanded by 
30% while China’s has almost multiplied. Other 
variables, nonetheless, likely assume a significant 
part in US trade policy toward China including 
the bilateral trade balance and the impact of 
China’s private sector regulations. Furthermore, 
By the end of 2019, the US and China had im-
posed 20 percent import tariffs on more than 60 
percent of bilateral merchandise trade revenue, 
a reduction of global GDP growth in 2019 by an 
average of 0.5 percentage points.
THE US AND China won’t be the only nations in-
fluenced in the trade war seething between the 
two nations. As companies scramble to discover 
ways around the consistently expanding taxes 
that the world’s two biggest economies force 
on one another’s products, different nations are 
being brought into contention that may have 
no victors. “Our great American companies are 
hereby ordered to immediately start looking for 
an alternative to China, including bringing our 

companies HOME and making your products in 
the USA,” President Trump tweeted in response 
to Chinese President Xi Jinping’s threats to 
force tariffs on $75 billion worth of US prod-
ucts. Addressing reporters at the G7 summit in 
Biarritz, France, Trump guaranteed that he could 
utilize crisis forces to compel privately owned 
businesses to move out of China, yet said he has 
no current intends to do as such.
However questionable Trump’s cases are, numer-
ous companies based both in the US and China as 
of now are searching for options in contrast to 
China because of the trade war. A lot of nations 
offer appealing choices even though, it appears, 
less compared to the US. During the constant 
taxes manufacturer companies are moving out 
of China and the US, For instance, a year ago solar 
energy technology company Enphase, which is 
situated in California, reported it would produce 
a portion of its items in Mexico to maintain a 
strategic distance from taxes. Moreover, Apple 
declared that it would move a portion of its iP-
hone assemblies from Taiwanese assembling 
company Foxconn’s offices in China to its offices 
in India. Southeast Asian nations like Thailand, 
Malaysia, and particularly Vietnam have been the 
absolute beneficiaries of these shifts. Nintendo, 
Sharp, and Kyocera, for instance, have all as of 
late reported plans to move some industries from 
China to Vietnam. 
One primary impact of the US-China trade war is 
the antagonistic impact of tariffs on US produc-
tion. US manufacturing has suffered under the 
levies, to a limited extent since firms depend on 
imports from China to deliver their last goods, 

and the cost of the input sources has gone up be-
cause of the taxes. Also, they’ve lost the trade war 
since China has fought back with taxes of their 
own, making it harder for the US to sell into the 
Chinese market. So these manufacturing compa-
nies are losing sales locally in the United States, 
in China, and in third world countries where 
their higher expenses imply that they’re less 
competitive with alternative sources of supply.
U.S. President Donald Trump broadly tweeted 
that “trade wars are good and easy to win” in 
2018 as he forced taxes on about $360 billion of 
imports from China. Turns out he wasn’t right 
on both tallies. Indeed, even before the Covid in-
fected a huge number of Americans and started 
the steepest economic downturn since the Great 
Depression, China was withstanding Trump’s 
tax salvos, as per the very metrics he used to 
legitimize them. When China got the virus lev-
eled out, interest for clinical hardware and work-
from-home gear extended its exchange surplus 
with the U.S. notwithstanding the duties. While 
trade tensions between the world’s two greatest 
economic powers didn’t begin under Trump, he 
widened the battle with the phenomenal tariffs 
and sanctions on technological organizations. 
The harder approach, as per the scorecard that 
follows, didn’t go as he hoped for. In any case, 
he’s leaving his successor, Joe Biden, a plan of 
what worked and what didn’t.

Dwayne Johnson, DiCaprio headline Netflix’s 
2021 movies

BEVERLY HILLS
Netflix Inc said on Tuesday it 

will  release more than 70 mov-
ies  this  year  across  comedy, 
drama,  family and other gen-
res,  a l ineup that underscores 
the streaming service’s growing 
prominence in the film business.

T h e  N e t f l i x  s l a t e  i n c l u d e s 
crime thriller “Red Notice” star-
ring Ryan Reynolds,  Gal Gadot 
and Dwayne Johnson,  one of 
six action movies,  and zombie 
heist  f i lm “Army of  the Dead” 
from director Zack Snyder.  The 
dozen comedies include “Don’t 
Look Up” with an all-star cast 
of Leonardo DiCaprio,  Jennifer 
Lawrence,  Timothée Chalamet , 
Tyler Perry,  Meryl  Streep and 
others.

All  but four of the films will  be 
available to Netflix customers in 
the more than 190 countries it 
serves. Ten of the movies are in 
languages other than English. 

The Netflix 2021 schedule in-
cludes 18 dramas, nine thrillers, 
eight animated films and eight 
romances.

NASA Accelerates SLS Rocket Hot Fire 
Test, Invites Media to Pretest Briefing

CALIFORNIA
Following a test readiness review 

on Monday, NASA is now targeting 
Saturday, Jan. 16, for the final test 
in the Green Run testing series 
for the core stage of the Space 
Launch System (SLS) rocket that 
will launch the agency’s Artemis 
I mission. NASA will host a media 
teleconference at 1 p.m. EST 
Tuesday, Jan.12, to discuss the 
test, known as the hot fire, which 
will take place at NASA’s Stennis 
Space Center near Bay St. Louis, 
Mississippi.

During the test, engineers will 
power up all the core stage sys-
tems, load more than 700,000 
gallons of cryogenic, or supercold, 
propellant into the tanks and fire 
all four engines at the same time.

The Green Run test series is a 
comprehensive assessment of the 
rocket’s core stage prior to SLS 
launching Artemis missions to the 
Moon. The core stage includes the 
liquid hydrogen tank and liquid 
oxygen tank, four RS-25 engines, 
and the computers, electronics, 
and avionics that serve as the 

“brains” of the rocket. NASA has 
completed seven of the eight core 
stage Green Run tests, including 
loading and draining propellant for 
the first time during the most re-
cent test, the wet dress rehearsal, 
on Dec. 20. During the upcoming 
hot fire test, all four engines will 
fire to simulate the stage’s opera-
tion during launch.

The first in a series of increas-
ingly complex missions, Artemis I 
will test the SLS rocket and Orion 
spacecraft as an integrated sys-
tem ahead of crewed flights to the 
Moon. Under the Artemis program, 
NASA is working to land the first 
woman and the next man on the 
Moon in 2024.

• SOHAIL MAJEED BUTT
Karachi 

H.E. Mr. Adam M. Tugio, Ambassador 
of the Republic of Indonesia, visited 
COMSTECH Headquarters. Prof. Dr. 
M. Iqbal Choudhary, Coordinator 
General COMSTECH warmly re-
ceived him and gave him a tour to 
the COMSTECH facility. Dr. Iqbal 
briefed him on the state-of-the-art 
facilities available at COMSTECH 
headquarters.

The Coordinator General took His 
Excellency to the poster exhibition 
site and highlighted the current 
economic status of Indonesia by de-
scribing him the poster of Indonesia 
displayed there. COMSTECH has 
prepared one poster of each OIC 
member state highlighting key so-
cio-economic, and scientific devel-
opment indicators.

Prof .  Choudhary briefed the 

A m b a s s a d o r  o n  t h e  c u r re n t 
COMSTECH activities and future 
programmes and vision for the socio-
economic uplift of the OIC member 
states by the application of modern 
technologies. Prof. Choudhary re-
quested the Excellency to arrange 
visits of OIC scholars to OIC center 
of excellence in vaccine technology in 
Bandung, Indonesia. The Ambassador 
proposed to organize exhibitions of 
technologies developed in leading 
OIC countries to fight against COVID-
19 pandemic. He also proposed to 
collaborate in the applications of IT-
based technologies for the effective 
vaccination process.

H.E. Mr. Adam, appreciated the 
current programmes of COMSTECH 
and the vision for the future. Prof. 
Choudhary presented a shield of me-
mento to the Ambassador.

Indonesian Envoy Louds COMSTECH Services to OIC States
TAT Special

On January 14, 1963, George Wallace is 
inaugurated as the governor of Alabama, 
promising his followers, “Segregation 
now, segregation tomorrow, segrega-
tion forever!” His inauguration speech 
was written by Ku Klux Klan leader Asa 

Carter, who later reformed his white supremacist be-
liefs and wrote The Education of Little Tree under the 
pseudonym of Forrest Carter. (The book, which gives a 
fictitious account of Carter’s upbringing by a Scotch-Irish 
moonshiner and a Cherokee grandmother, poignantly 
describes the difficulties faced by Native Americans in 
American society.) George Wallace’s ideological journey 
was not unlike Asa Carter’s. In 1958, Wallace made his 
first bid for Alabama’s gubernatorial seat. The NAACP en-
dorsed him while the KKK endorsed his opponent in the 
primary. He was defeated by a wide margin. Four years 
later, Wallace had become a fiery segregationist and won 
election to the governor’s office in a landslide victory. 
He promised “segregation forever” but soon buckled 
under federal opposition. In June 1963, under federal 
pressure, he was forced to end his literal blockade of 
the University of Alabama and allow the enrollment of 
African American students. Despite his failures in slow-
ing the accelerating civil rights movement in the South, 
Wallace became a national spokesman for resistance 
to racial change and in 1964 entered the race for the 
U.S. presidency. Although defeated in most Democratic 

presidential primaries he entered, his modest successes 
demonstrated the extent of popular backlash against 
integration. In 1968, he made another strong run as the 
candidate of the American Independent Party and man-
aged to get on the ballot in all 50 states. On Election 
Day, he drew 10 million votes from across the country. 
In 1972, Governor Wallace returned to the Democratic 
Party for his third presidential campaign and, under a 
slightly more moderate platform, was showing promis-

ing returns when Arthur Bremer shot him on May 15, 
1972. Three others were wounded in Bremer’s attack 
on a Wallace rally in Maryland, and Wallace was per-
manently paralyzed from the waist down. The next day, 
while fighting for his life in a hospital, he won major 
primary victories in Michigan and Maryland. However, 
Wallace remained in the hospital for several months, 
bringing his third presidential campaign to an irrevo-
cable end.

January 14,1963, George Wallace inaugurated as Alabama governor

Jibran Haider

The author holds a degree in media communica-
tions and also manages the TAT digital Team.
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Influencers grace 
Alexander McQueen event 

in Dubai

DUBAI
On Tuesday night, British brand Alexander McQueen 
hosted a grand soiree adjacent to Dubai’s Burj Khalifa 
to toast the launch of its Spring 2021 collection. 
Dubai fashion influencers and It-girls were invited 
to take in the brand’s new collection while listening 
to tunes by DJ and influencer Parvane Barrett, who 
was spinning behind the decks.
The UAE announced a record high in COVID-19 cases 
on Tuesday, with 3,243 new coronavirus cases and six 
deaths. However, certain events are permitted with 
safety measures in place.
At the event was Iraqi it-girl Rania Fawaz, who 
showed up wearing a beige knit dress and black 
leather purse by Alexander McQueen. 
UAE blogger Nadya Hassan was also in attendance, 
wearing a head-to-toe outfit from the British fashion 
label in the form of a black minidress, pointed-toe 
pumps and a leather, monochromatic bag. Hassan 
took to her Instagram Stories to document the even-
ing, sharing a glimpse of the brand’s new collection 
of leather handbags. VoM

Marvel superheroes 
return in quirky black-

and-white sitcom

DUBAI
When the Marvel superhero movies reached their box 
office-shattering climax in 2019, nobody could have 
predicted the saga’s next installment would be a kitsch, 
black-and-white TV sitcom called “WandaVision.” 
Making its debut on Jan.15 on Disney+, “WandaVision” 
stars witch Wanda Maximoff (Elizabeth Olsen), and 
other-worldly android Vision (Paul Bettany), two B-list 
superheroes who struck up an unlikely but fan-favorite 
romance across several recent Marvel films.
“WandaVision” finds them — without explanation — 
living happily married in the idyllic 1950s town of 
Westview, which is seemingly lifted straight from an 
episode of “Bewitched” or “I Love Lucy.”
They still have superpowers, but have traded battles 
with genocidal villains for a cozy world of school 
fundraisers, neighborhood watch meetings and 
anniversary dinners. VoM

‘I don’t appreciate being 
painted as a white 

Republican’

Barbados
Lana Del Rey has taken aim at critics of her controversial 
remarks about U.S. President Donald Trump in a recent 
interview.
The Summertime Sadness singer reflected on the outgoing 
president’s four-year tenure during an interview with BBC 
Radio 1 presenter Annie Mac, branding him a “crazy person” 
and a narcissist. She later addressed the recent Capitol riots, 
which she likened to “disassociated rage”, and suggested that 
Trump may not have knowingly incited the riot.
Following backlash from listeners, Lana returned to Instagram 
to share a video statement, in which she said: “I really don’t 
appreciate being painted as some white Republican who’s 
always been given everything and supports the incite of the 
Capitol riot.
“I personally don’t get it. I just think sometimes because of the 
way I look, it’s easy to paint this picture, but man, did I strug-
gle to become the genuine singer-songwriter I am. People do 
not last a long time in my workplace... it’s fun to tear people 
down, but it really discourages them from moving onto their 
next project.”
She continued: “This is my story, I’m telling it... I’m the wrong 
person to come for when it comes to not being inclusive or lib-
eral. Not that I ever focused on either one. I always just focused 
on the music, but if people want to make it political, I’m down, 
but listen to the entirety of the 40-minute interview. VoM

Bureau Reuter
LONDON  

Japan’s government is continuing with 
preparations to hold the Tokyo Olympics 
this summer as planned, following a post-
ponement because of the coronavirus pan-

demic, chief cabinet secretary Katsunobu 
Kato said on Wednesday.
Japan has repeatedly insisted it will hold 
the Games despite opinion polls showing 
a majority of respondents want them post-
poned again or canceled.

“Right now we’re working as one with eve-
rybody involved in organizing the Games to 
host them successfully,” Kato told a regular 
news conference.
The comments come as local media re-
ported Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide 
Suga and US philanthropist Bill Gates had 
spoken about the Olympic Games on 
Tuesday in a call arranged by Suntory 
Holdings Ltd. CEO Takeshi Niinami.
Suga told Gates the Games were “very im-
portant” and would “definitely” go ahead, 
Kyodo news agency quoted Niinami as say-
ing.But Kato said Suga did not make that 
comment to Gates.
“I’ve checked and as far as I know, that ex-
pression was not used,” Kato said.
Japan is grappling with a third wave of the 
coronavirus, with infections hovering at a 
record-high.
The Olympic Games were originally due to 
take place in 2020.

Staff Report
Karachi

International Cricket Council declares 
Pakistani cricket legend Imran Khan best 
among the great cricketers.
According to the ICC twitter handler, a poll was 
conducted in which an answer was asked to 
the participants that “Who would you rate as 
the best among these giants?”  
In this contest, Indian cricketer Virat Kohli, 
South African cricketer AB de Villiers, 
Australian woman cricketer Meghann Moira 
Lanning and Pakistani former test captain 
Imran Khan were included.
Pakistani former test captain Imran Khan se-
cured 47 percent votes following 46 percent 
votes received by Indian skipper Virat Kohli.
Imran Khan is one of greatest cricketers of all 
time and lead the Pakistani cricket team in 
World Cup 1992.

Benchmark index gains 316.62 
points to settle at 45,922.04

Bureau Report
KARACHI

The Pakistan Stock Exchange staged a re-
bound on Tuesday and resumed its uptrend 
owing to overall optimism on the back of 
a host of positive triggers. As a result, the 
KSE-100 index gained 317 points and closed 
near the 46,000-point mark.

Upbeat car sales data released on Monday, 
which showed a 15% jump in demand in 
December 2020 on a year-on-year basis, 
triggered a rally in auto sector stocks and 
most of them closed with gains.

Fuelling the rise, international oil prices 
spiked to 11-month highs during the day, 
which enhanced investors’ interest in local 
oil sector stocks and subsequently, both 
oil-related sectors received substantial 
investment.

Earlier, trading began on a positive note 
and the KSE-100 index remained on the 
upward trajectory throughout the session. 
A buying spree, emerging in final hours, el-
evated the gains.

At close, the benchmark KSE-100 index 
recorded an increase of 316.62 points, or 
0.69%, to settle at 45,922.04 points.

Arif Habib Limited, in its report, stated 
that the market rebounded with an increase 
of 408 points during the session. It closed 
up by 317 points.

Though the day began on a slow and cau-
tious note after Monday’s profit-booking, a 
bounce-back in the banking sector as well 
as absence of selling in the exploration and 
production sector helped the index stabilise 
near 46,000 points.

International crude oil prices traded in the 
positive zone, which helped exploration and 
production companies’ stocks to recover 
from the previous day’s closing levels. 
K-Electric recorded large trading volumes in 
anticipation of a deal after the resumption 
of International Monetary Fund (IMF) loan 
programme, as highlighted by State Bank of 
Pakistan Governor Reza Baqir on Monday.

The cement sector largely traded range 
bound but contributed positively to the 
index, the report said.

JS Global analyst Danish Ladhani said the 
benchmark KSE-100 index closed positive 
at 45,922 (up 317 points) after reaching a 
high of +408 points.

Activity was mainly noted in second 
and third-tier stocks where K-Electric 
(+12.2%), Hum Network (+10.1%), Unity 
Foods (+7.1%), Pakistan International Bulk 

Terminal (+2%), Silkbank (+1.6%), TRG 
Pakistan (+6.5%) and Byco (+0.5%) were 
volume leaders, contributing a cumulative 
448 million shares.

Moreover, activity was seen in the automo-
bile sector on 18% year-on-year rise in car 
sales in first half of the current fiscal year.

In the financial sector, HBL (+1.5%), Bank 
Alfalah (+0.4%) and MCB (+0.6%) closed in 
the positive zone. Oil and Gas Development 
Company (+1.8%), Pakistan Oilfields 
(+0.7%) and Pakistan Petroleum (+1.7%) 
remained in the green in the exploration 
and production sector.

Bureau Report
LONDON 

British consumer spending 
fell in December at the fast-
est rate in six months, with 
restaurants especially hard 
hit by a resurgence of corona-
virus cases, a survey showed 
on Tuesday.

Payment card provider 
Barclaycard said consumer 
spending contracted 2.3 per-
cent in year-on-year terms last 
month, the biggest drop since 
June when most of the econ-
omy was still in lockdown.

Spending fell by 65 percent 
in restaurants, the survey 
showed.

By contrast, spending on 
groceries soared — something 

also reported in another sur-
vey on Tuesday published by 
the British Retail Consortium 
(BRC) trade body.

December had brought some 
optimism with the beginning 
of the rollout of coronavirus 
vaccines.

But vaccinations started too 

late to stop a surge in cases 
which earlier this month 
prompted Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson to set out a 
new, tougher lockdown. This 
will last until at least mid-
February and economists 
think it will tip Britain back 
into recession.

Bureau Report
DUBAI 

The Red Sea Development Company 
(TRSDC) is expected to launch the sale 
of off-plan villas in the Red Sea mega 
project as of next year, said Ahmad 
Darwish, Chief of Staff at TRSDC in an 
interview.

“Phase 1 will not offer lots of villas for 
sale, as the company is still in the process 
of building façade designs and providing 
the project services,” Darwish said, ex-
pecting stronger demand by 2030.

But vaccinations started too late to stop 
a surge in cases which earlier this month 
prompted Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
to set out a new, tougher lockdown. 

This will last until at least mid-Feb-
ruary and economists think it will tip 
Britain back into recession.

UK consumer spending slides in 
December as pandemic flares

Red Sea Development 
to offer off-plan villas for 
sale by next year: official

Saudi Cabinet ap-
proves amendments to 
contractors authority, 
trademark law of GCC

Bureaau Report
Jeddah

The Saudi Cabinet, headed 
by Custodian of  the Two 
Holy Mosques King Salman 
bin Abdulaziz, approved on 
Jan. 12 amendments to the 
organization of the Saudi 
Contractors Authority, SPA 
reported.

The Cabinet ratified the 
amendment of the Law on 
Trademarks  of  the  GCC 
states, which was approved 
by Royal Decree No. (M/51) 
a n d  t h e  G C C  S u p re m e 
Council in its 40th session.

It also approved to trans-
fer the Madinah Hospitals 
Complex,  which includes 
the general hospital with 
a capacity of 500 beds; the 
obstetrics, gynecology and 
chi ldren’s  hospital  with 
a  capacity  of  500 beds; 
and Al-Amal Complex for 
Mental Health with a ca-
pacity of 246 beds into a 
medical city.

The Cabinet further au-
thorized the Minister of 
Energy  –  or  his  repre-
sentative – to discuss and 
sign a draft memorandum 
of  understanding (MoU) 
with the Federal Ministry 
for Economic Affairs and 
Energy of Germany to co-
operate  in  the  f ie ld  of 
hydrogen.

Bureau Report
JEDDAH

Resal – a startup often referred to as “the Uber 
of Saudi Arabia’s online gifting industry” – re-
ported a 1,500 percent year-on-year increase 
in sales last year, as workers stuck at home as 
a result of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 
pandemic embraced e-commerce portals.

“I think during the pandemic, the e-commerce 

and the digital products and services helped a 
lot of people to survive, to send a reward and 
gifts, to help people educate their child and help 
us to deliver food and even medicine or health 
(services),” Hatem Kameli CEO and founder of 
Resal, told Arab News.

However, he said the move to online had al-
ready begun before the virus outbreak and the 
health crisis had only helped to drive its acceler-
ation. “Their behavior had changed even before 
the pandemic. The pandemic helped to explain 
the impact of e-commerce and digital startups.”

Resal is a digital platform specialized in facili-
tating and simplifying the gifting experience and 
allows users to order a range of gifts, such as 
flowers, chocolate, and other items.

It had a soft launch in Jeddah in September 
2016 and officially started operations in 
February 2017. “Since that time, we developed 
a lot of technologies and developed infrastruc-
ture to be ready for any scalability opportunity, 
any opportunity in the market to scale, to grow, 
and to catch the market share,” Kameli added.

The company currently delivers to 40 Saudi 
cities and is planning to expand outside the 
Kingdom this year.

“We are planning to expand our services in 

more GCC countries. We launched last year in 
Kuwait and Bahrain and we are planning to 
expand our services to the UAE and other GCC 
countries, and if we reached that, then we will 
expand more to Cairo and Alexandria, in Egypt,” 
he said.

With customers at home, the company en-
joyed a 1,500 percent surge in orders and also 
expanded its network to include prominent 
partners such as Jarir, Careem, Mrsool, Al-Nahdi 
pharmacy, Landmark Group, and more than 300 
suppliers and partners throughout the region.

In order to capitalize on this growth, it is also 
aiming to introduce new services for businesses 
and launch a new e-gift service, as well as hav-
ing other projects in the works.

Kameli said social distancing and increased hy-
giene measures had not heavily impacted on overall 
costs, but the company had witnessed a drop in 
revenue in April.

“I don’t think it impacted because we are a small 
team and they understand the situation and we 
didn’t decrease the cost but the pandemic – es-
pecially in April – impacted the revenue side. We 
dropped in revenue, but we changed everything to 
be realigned and to grow again, especially in May, 
June, and July.

‘Uber of Saudi Arabia’s online gifting industry’ sees 
1,500% surge in orders during pandemic

Bureau Report
ABU DHABI

World No.  10 Aryna 
Sabalenka says she’ll do 
everything she can to keep 
her winning streak alive 
after she posted a 14th 
consecutive victory in Abu 
Dhabi on Tuesday to reach 
her third final in as many 
tournaments.
Sabalenka needed just 61 
minutes to wrap up her 
6-3, 6-2 success over the 
ninth-seeded Maria Sakkari 
and will take on Russia’s 
Veronika Kudermetova in 
the title decider in the UAE 
capital on Wednesday.
The 22-year-old from 
Belarus, who ended her 
2020 season by picking 
up back-to-back titles in 
Ostrava and Linz, completed 
an Arabian Gulf hat trick 
against Sakkari, having also 
defeated the Greek in Dubai 
and Doha 11 months ago.
The longest winning streak 
in WTA history was Martina 
Navratilova’s 74-match run 
in 1984.
“It’s an unbelievable number. 
Of course I’d like to go this 
far and I’ll do everything I 
can to keep winning, so 
we’ll see,” said Sabalenka of 
Navratilova’s record.
“I think I’m putting my focus 
on the right space, I’m just 
focusing on the right things 
and this helps me to, first of 
all, not think about all these 
wins and secondly to keep 
winning.
“I think I need to keep fo-

cusing on my game, on my 
movement on the court and 
try to do everything I can in 
the moment and I think that 
works really well with me.”
Contesting the biggest 
semifinal of her career, 
Kudermetova survived a 
60-minute first set battle on 
her way to a 7-6 (10/8), 6-4 
win over Ukrainian teenager 
Marta Kostyuk. 
“I have a little bit more ex-
perience than Marta, she 
is really young, she’s 18. 
Today I think it was the 
key because I have a little 
bit more experience than 
her,” said the 23-year-old 
Kudermetova, who idolizes 
Khabib Nurmagomedov and 
Maria Sharapova.
The world No.  46 is through 
to her maiden WTA final 
and takes a 5-3 win-loss 
record against top-10 op-
position into her clash with 
Sabalenka.
“From my side, I don’t have 
expectations from tomorrow 
because Aryna is a top-10 
player, she plays unbeliev-
ably, she’s playing really well 
here,” Kudermetova said, 
looking ahead to the final.

Bulls take KSE-100 close to 46,000 mark

Japan presses on with Olympics preparations 
despite surging coronavirus cases

In-form Sabalenka to 
face Kudermetova in Abu 

Dhabi final

ICC declares Pakistani cricket legend Imran Khan 
best among great cricketers
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Bureau Report
ISLAMABAD  

European shares were mixed on 
Wednesday and the dollar rebounded, 
while the 10-year U.S. Treasury sta-
bilised below its 10-month high as 
markets focused on U.S. inflation data. 
After Asian equities saw modest gains, 
European shares opened lower and 
struggled to make gains, with the pan-
European STOXX 600 up 0.1% on the 
day at 1156 GMT, but London’s FTSE 
100 and Germany’s DAX marginally in 
the red .
The MSCI world equity index, which 
tracks shares in 49 countries, was up 
0.1%, edging back towards record 
highs, but MSCI’s main European In-
dex was down by a similar amount.
Wall Street futures were also in the 
red, with S&P 500 e-minis down 0.1%.
“Inflation is the key number for us to 
watch today,” said Marija Veitmane, 
senior multi-asset strategist at State 
Street Global Markets.
“The market is very relaxed about it 
and should we get high inflation that 
would be a big pressure. The 10-year 
is probably the key variable to watch.”
“If you have a very strong positive 
surprise then you will probably start 
thinking about the Fed being a bit 

more aggressive in their intervention 
and pushing yields lower,” she said.
At the same time, investors are track-
ing the discussion around tapering - 
that is, the Federal Reserve’s possible 
easing of monetary stimulus. Several 
Fed policymakers, including Loretta 
Mester, Esther George, James Bull-
ard and Eric Rosengren, pushed back 
against the idea of the Fed tapering its 
asset purchases any time soon.
These comments, along with a well-
received auction of 10-year Treasur-
ies, pushed the U.S. 10-year yield down 
from the 10-month high of 1.187% 
reached in the previous session.

At 1200 GMT, the benchmark yield was 
at 1.1274%.
The yield curve, which had reached 
the steepest since May 2017 on expec-
tations for big fiscal stimulus under a 
new Democratic administration, nar-
rowed overnight but started to creep 
up in the European session, at 97.5 
basis points.
“We believe the potential for fiscal 
stimulus, along with a normaliza-
tion of economic activity as the vac-
cine rollout ramps up, justify slightly 
higher US Treasury yields,” UBS 
strategists wrote in a note to clients. 
Reuters

We expect to mobilize up to two 
million farmers across the country 

on January 26,” Kulwant Singh 
Sandhu

UNITED BEIJING  
Indian farmers burnt copies of the govern-
ment’s new agricultural laws on Wednes-
day, pressing on with their protest against 
the reforms despite a decision by the Su-
preme Court to postpone implementation 
while their grievances are heard.
Tens of thousands of farmers have been 
camped on the outskirts of the capital, 
New Delhi, for almost two months, pro-
testing against what they say are laws 
designed to benefit large private buyers at 
the expense of growers.
The government led by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi denies this, saying the 
legislation is required to reform an agri-
cultural sector beset by waste.
At several protest sites on Wednesday, 
farmers threw copies of the three new 
laws on bonfires lit for the Hindu Lohri 
mid-winter festival.
“These laws are not in farmers’ interests,” 
said Gursevak Singh, 32, one of the pro-
testers involved in the burning at a pro-
test site in Ghaziabad, a satellite city of 
New Delhi.
“We want the government to use their 
brains and repeal these laws.”

Unrest among India’s estimated 150 mil-
lion farmers represents one of the big-
gest challenges to Modi’s rule since his 
Bharatiya Janata Party won a second term 
in power in 2019.
One of the BJP’s coalition partners re-
signed when the laws were first intro-
duced in September, and the issue risks 
uniting India’s often-fractioned opposi-
tion.
India’s Supreme Court on Tuesday or-
dered a temporary suspension of the laws 
while a four-member committee looks 
into the protesters’ grievances.

But farm leaders have refused to cooper-
ate with the committee and say they will 
intensify their protests, including around 
Republic Day celebrations in the capital 
later this month.
“We expect to mobilize up to two million 
farmers across the country on January 
26,” Kulwant Singh Sandhu, general sec-
retary of Jamhuri Kisan Sabha, one of the 
main farm unions, told Reuters.
Farmers have consistently called for the 
total repeal of the laws, though the gov-
ernment says there is “no question” of this 
happening.

Under the initiative of “Make in Paki-
stan”, the Duty Drawback rates for at 
least eight (08) sectors were revised 

upwards by FBR
ISLAMABAD 

Federal Board of Revenue has devised 
an Integrated Strategy which has amply 
contributed to significant increase in ex-
ports of Pakistan from US$ 1.6 Billion (in 
August, 2020) to US$ 2.4 Billion (in De-
cember, 2020). 
Growth in exports of Pakistan in De-
cember, 2020 is up by 18.3 per cent as 
compared to US$ 1.993 billion in the 
corresponding month last year. While 
mentioning factors that have facilitated 
growth in exports, FBR has stated that 
Import duties on 1,623 tariff lines, per-
taining to basic raw material and inter-
mediate goods were reduced to zero 
through the Finance 
Act, 2020. In pursuance of this strategy, 
additional customs duties and regula-
tory duties on 164 items related to textile 
sector, not manufactured in the country, 
were also removed in collaboration with 
all the stakeholders. 

All these measures were undertaken 
with the objectives of neutralizing ad-
verse impact of COVID 19 Pandemic, es-
pecially for the exporters, and to make 
their products competitive vis-à-vis 
those of their competitors in the interna-
tional market. 
Under the initiative of “Make in Pakistan”, 
the Duty Drawback rates for at least eight 
(08) sectors were revised upwards by 
FBR. During the whole exercise, more 
than 434,000 claims were disposed of 
and approximately 7800 exporters have 
benefited from this Initiative. 
Similarly, FBR has paid ninety (90) per-
cent more refunds of Sales Tax during 
July-December, 2020 as compared to the 
corresponding period last year. 
This led to significant rise in volumes of 
exports in the form of increase in TEUs 
(i.e. Tonnage Equivalent Units) / Contain-
ers from 35,477 in July, 2020 to 62,591 
in December, 2020, showing a growth 
of 43%. In order to tangibly contribute 
to exports, all the Export Facilitation 
Schemes were simplified / rationalized 
for their optimal use by the exporters. 
APP

Pak-China deeps agriculture cooperation through 
networking

ISLAMABAD
The second phase of China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC) will boost Pakistan’s economy, a se-
nior Chinese diplomat said, according to a report 
published by Gwadar Pro.
Xie Guoxiang, Minister Counsellor (Economic and 
Commercial), Embassy of the People’s Republic of 
China said the second phase of CPEC had started 
cooperation in industrial and agriculture sectors, 
health and digital technology between China and 
Pakistan. “It will boost Pakistan’s economy,” he 
said, adding Pakistan should focus on improving 
its infrastructure that would attract more Chinese 
investors to Pakistani market.
He said the Department of Commerce of Xinjiang 
Uygur Autonomous Region of China intended to 
hold an online conference on January 22, 2021 to 
promote trade cooperation between China and 
Pakistan. 
He said it would focus on garment and textile in-
dustry, textile machinery and equipment, agricul-
tural products and urged that Pakistani business 
community should attend it to explore business 
collaboration with Chinese counterparts.
 Earlier, Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan, President leading 

a delegation of Islamabad Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (ICCI) visited the Embassy of China 
in Islamabad.
He held a meeting with Xie Guoxiang to discuss 
possibilities of further improving bilateral trade 
and investment relations between Pakistan and 
China.
Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan said that Pakistan and Chi-
na enjoyed strategic friendship which could be fur-
ther strengthened by developing strong trade and 
economic relations between the two countries.
He said Pakistan was a growing market for business 
activities and it was the right time for Chinese com-
panies to transfer technology to Pakistan and set up 
JVs and industrial units in our country. Xinhua

Trump, Modi use hate 
speech, mob rule for 

political Mileage: says 
Indian writer

 CICEC provides medical 
supplies to Pakistan, 

pledges further multifarious 
collaboration 

KABUL 
The leader of Hezb-e-Waha-
dat-e Islami of Afghanistan 
Ustad Karim Khalili has appre-
ciated Pakistan’s positive and 
constructive role in the peace 
process of war-torn country.
He was speaking at a Public 
Talk organized a Think Tank in 
Islamabad today (Wednesday).
The Afghan political leader 
said peace in Afghanistan will 
create a situation that will 
benefit all countries, especial-
ly our neighbours.
He acknowledged Pakistan’s 
efforts in the first round of 
the peace process as well as 
the ongoing talks in Doha and 
hoped that with this current 
momentum the relationship 
would reach new horizons. 
VoM

ISLAMABAD   
Pakistan, Turkey and Azerbaijan have ex-
pressed the determination to continue co-
operation to promote peace, stability, and 
development in the region.
The resolve was expressed at a joint presser 
of the foreign ministers of the three coun-
tries, after concluding the second trilateral 
meeting of the forum in Islamabad this 
evening. Speaking on the occasion, Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi said Paki-
stan enjoys cordial and brotherly relations 
with Turkey and Azerbaijan. He said that a 
host of topics ranging from trade, invest-
ment, security, connectivity, and strategic 
cooperation came under discussion during 
the meeting. He said the trilateral meeting 
also discussed global and regional security 
environment, crimes against Muslim mi-
nority in various countries, the challenges 
of growing Islamophobia and Covid-19 
pandemic. He said the meeting exchanged 
views on enhancing cooperation in the field 
of energy, environment and people to peo-
ple contacts. He said special emphasis was 

made on increasing parliamentary and me-
dia exchanges among the three countries 
for better understanding and harmony.
Shah Mahmood Qureshi thanked his Turk-
ish and Azerbaijan counterparts for their 
support on the Kashmir dispute. He said 
the meeting expressed concerns over gross 
human rights violations in the Indian Ille-
gally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir, pro-
longed military siege in IIOJK and India’s 
unilateral actions to change demography of 
the area.
Talking about Nagorno-Karabakh issue, 
the Pakistani Foreign Minister called for 
resolution of this dispute peacefully. He 
said Pakistan believes that all regional and 
global issues should be resolved through 
peaceful means and in light of the relevant 
international laws.
Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavuso-
glu said Pakistan has unique space in the 
hearts of the people of Turkey. He said 
both countries support each other in dif-
ficult times. He said the current trade 
volume between the two countries is 800 

million dollars which is much below than 
the real potential of the two countries and 
this volume needs to be enhanced. He said 
over 100 Turkish companies are currently 
working in Pakistan in diverse fields and 
we are encouraging more companies to 
come and invest in Pakistan. He said both 
countries are cooperating in the sector of 
defence production.
Mevlut Cavusoglu extended his country’s 
full support to the people of IIOJK and 
called for resolution of the Kashmir dispute 
as per relevant UN Resolutions.
Azerbaijan Foreign Minister Jeyhun Bayra-
mov said we condemn terrorism and reject 
Islamophobia. He expressed the resolve 
to continue extending cooperation for re-
gional peace and development. He also 
thanked Pakistan and Turkey for extending 
their full support during the second war 
for the liberation of Nagorno-Karabakh. 
Islamabad Declaration was signed on the 
conclusion of the second round of trilat-
eral meeting of the foreign ministers of the 
three countries. VoM
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“China and Pakistan are Iron broth-
ers and our Friendship has withstood 

changes in International situation and 
stayed firm and stronger as always

BEIJING
A delegation of China International Culture Ex-
change Center (CICEC) on Wednesday visited Paki-
stan Embassy, Beijing and donated a batch of medi-
cal supplies to support Pakistan in its fight against 
Covid-19.
The batch of supplies includes 30,000 masks, PPE 
suits, 3000 boxes of Chinese herbal medicine, and 
nucleic acid test kits, China Economic Net (CEN) 
reported.
Talking to Pakistan Ambassador to China, Moin Ul 
Haque on the occasion, Pan Wen, Deputy Director 
of International Liaison Department CICEC said, 
“Seeing the lingering epidemic situation in Pakistan, 
CICEC feels obliged to donate some prevention and 
control supplies as a sign of support. We shall stand 
united in our fight against Covid-19 and emerge vic-
torious together”.
“China and Pakistan are Iron brothers and our 
Friendship has withstood changes in International 
situation and stayed firm and stronger as always. 
The Year 2021 marks the 70th Year of the establish-
ment of China and Pakistan Diplomatic Relations,” 
he added.
It is a new start and opportunity for Pak-China 
multi-field cooperation. “We hope to seize the mo-
ment to engage in Culture exchange programmes 
with Pakistan including the international sea port 
forum, which is already in preparation.
He expressed the confidence that the ambassador 
would continue his efforts to further promote solid 
friendship between the two countries in line with 
the notion of the community of shared future for 
mankind as stated by the President Xi Jinping.
“We would also like to invite Pakistani artists to dis-
play their painting and art in the Arts Exhibition hall 
of CICEC to promote culture exchanges”, he said.
Ambassador Haque said, China TCM is playing very 
important role in combating Covid-19 and he, his 
family and personnel in embassy also is using it for 
immunity and nutrition. “We are willing to boost 
the cooperation in Chinese traditional medicines 
because CTM is a valuable treasure trove of medical 
wisdom”.
He also thanked CICEC for the donation and invita-
tion to participate in Belt & Road Sea Port forum 
and welcomed the idea to collect Pakistani artists 
painting and arts for exhibited in CICEC arts gallery. 
VoM

Instead of protecting the Muslim citi-
zens, cops marched into houses and 

arrested Muslim youths
Islamabad

US President Donald Trump and Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi espouse politics of hate and mob rule for 
political advantage, according to an article in an influen-
tial American newspaper, which brings out similarities 
between the two beleaguered nationalist leaders.
Rana Ayyub, a noted Indian journalist and author, 
wrote in The Washington Post that after watching the 
images of last week’s storming of the U.S. Capitol by 
Trump loyalists, “I couldn’t disconnect what was hap-
pening with the dangerous episodes of communal vio-
lence we have seen in India in recent years.”
Ms . Ayyub, a regular contributor to the Post, said that 
her friends often discourage her from writing op-eds 
about the rise of fascism and majoritarianism in India 
and the attacks and humiliation minorities suffer on 
the plea that it hurts the country’s global standing.
“But”, she said, “after witnessing what happened in 
Washington, how could we not speak up?”
“The post-truth world is increasing polarization and 
destroying shared principles,” she said.
Ms. Ayyub, whose article is headlined: ‘India has suf-
fered greatly under mob rule. Now Trump has un-
leashed it, too’, wrote:
“At the start of the (coronavirus) pandemic I thought 
Indians might be able to put aside the religious and po-
litical divisions that have long ravaged our country and 
unite to confront a common threat.
But the government, while bungling the response to 
covid-19, has continued to attack our civil liberties 
—some of India’s finest activists and student leaders 
have been jailed, the fundamentals of our famed secu-
larism have been demolished by policies that humiliate 
and demonize Indian Muslims, and farmers have been 
forced to take to the streets in the harshest of winters 
to protect their dignity and livelihood.
“Hindu nationalist forces have used religion to divide 
citizens at a time when we urgently need a healing touch.
That’s why the cries to defend democracy issued by 
American journalists, politicians and citizens resonated 
so strongly.
“In the last week of 2020, a mob of thousands associ-
ated with the Vishwa Hindu Parishad, a radical right-
wing Hindu organization, marched through the village 
of Dorana in Madhya Pradesh.
Police officers stood as mute spectators while the Hin-
du crowd shouted slogans against Muslims. When Mus-
lims in the area protested, messages began circulating 
on WhatsApp asking Hindus to unite and retaliate. VoM

GLOBAL MARKET

Wall Street set to open lower; U.S. inflation in focus


