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Whoever does not miss the 
Soviet Union has no heart. 
Whoever wants it back has 

no brain.
President Russia

Vladimir Putin

Ehsaas delivery unit’ inaugurated to 
coordinate results-based operations: Dr. Sania

UN rights experts urge Biden administration to 
close ‘disgraceful’ Gitmo prison

The Asian Telegraph

FO summons 
Indian diplomat 
to record protest

RAWALPINDI
Foreign Office has summoned a senior Indian diplo-
mat in Islamabad today (Tuesday) to register Paki-
stan’s strong protest over ceasefire violations by the 
Indian occupation Forces along the Line of Control 
yesterday, resulting in serious injuries to a 10 year 
old boy.
In a statement, Foreign office spokesperson Zahid 
Hafeez Chaudhri, said due to indiscriminate and un-
provoked firing by the Indian occupation forces in 
Nezapir Sectors of the LoC, a 10 year old Muham-
mad Zaheer s/o Muhammad Rafique, residents of 
Mohri village, sustained serious injuries.
He said the Indian occupation forces along the LoC 
and the Working Boundary have been continuously 
targeting civilian populated areas with artillery fire, 
heavy-caliber mortars and automatic weapons. This 
year, India has committed 48 ceasefire violations, 
resulting in serious injuries to 3 innocent civilians.
Condemning the deplorable targeting of innocent 
civilians by the Indian occupation forces, it was un-
derscored that such senseless acts are in clear viola-
tion of the 2003 Ceasefire Understanding, and are 
also against all established humanitarian norms and 
professional military conduct.
The Spokesperson said these egregious violations of 
international law reflect consistent Indian attempts 
to escalate the situation along the LoC and are a 
threat to regional peace and security.

Oil rises to 11-month high, logs weekly gain on Saudi output cut
Oil prices hit their highest level 

in nearly a year on Friday, gaining 
8% on the week, supported by 

Saudi Arabia’s pledge to cut output 
and strong gains in major equity 

markets
Bureau Reporter

BILLINGS
Oil prices hit their highest level in nearly a 

year on Friday, gaining 8% on the week, sup-
ported by Saudi Arabia’s pledge to cut output 
and strong gains in major equity markets.

Brent crude settled at $55.99 a barrel, climb-
ing $1.61, or 3 per cent, on the day and 8.1 per 
cent on the week. West Texas Intermediate 
crude futures (WTI) closed at $52.24 a barrel, 
gaining $1.41, or 2.8 per cent, also its highest 
since late February. WTI posted a weekly gain 
of 7.7 per cent.

Saudi Arabia this week pledged extra, volun-
tary oil output cuts of 1 million barrels per day 
(bpd) in February and March as part of a deal 
under which most OPEC+ producers will hold 
production steady during new lockdowns.

The kingdom, the de facto leader of the 
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries, was at odds with some other pro-
ducers that wanted to boost output to head 
off U.S. shale companies from capturing more 
market share. Eventually, an agreement was 
reached to allow Russia and others to boost 

output while the Saudis restrict theirs.
“This week the Saudis stepped up to try to 

take over the market and took ownership of 
getting prices stabilized,” said John Kilduff, 
partner at Again Capital LLC in New York. “It 
seems like they’re on a mission again to get 
prices back up.” The number of U.S. oil rigs 
rose for the seventh straight week, gaining 
eight to 275 this week to its highest since 
May, according to energy services firm Baker 
Hughes Co.

Analysts said oil prices could see a correc-
tion in the coming months if fuel demand 
remains constrained by the pandemic. 
Strict restrictions on travel and other activ-

ity around the world to contain a surge in 
COVID-19 cases are weighing on fuel sales, 
weakening the prospect of an energy demand 
recovery in the first half of 2021.

The pandemic claimed its highest U.S. death 
toll yet this week, killing more than 4,000 peo-
ple in a single day, while China reported its 
biggest rise in daily cases in more than five 
months, while Japan may extend a state of 
emergency beyond the greater Tokyo region.

A global equities rally pushed Japan’s Nikkei 
and U.S. stock benchmarks to new records, 
as investors focused on further stimulus to 
mend the economic damage of the pandemic. 
Reuters

Distinctive role and objective of 
EDU is to oversee implementation 
and assess progress of the Ehsaas 

programme; coordinate, strategize 
and support delivery of over 140 

Ehsaas initiatives
ISLAMABAD 

SAPM Dr. Sania Nishtar inaugurated 
the Ehsaas Delivery Unit (EDU) in 
Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety 
Division (PASSD) today that has been 
established to track the cadence of 
delivery across several components of 
Ehsaas programme. 

The unit was formally opened with a 
ribbon cutting ceremony. Secretary of 
the Division, Muhammad Ali Shahzada 
together with EDU team was also pre-
sent at the ceremony to kick off the 
newly opened unit. 

“The EDU will also track imple-
mentation of the goals and targets 
established under the “Performance 
Agreement” recently signed with the 
Prime Minister”, said Dr. Sania. Within 
Ehsaas, multi-sectoral collaboration 
and coordination is critical for the suc-
cess of programme. EDU is a dedicated 
unit to lead delivery of Ehsaas strategy. 

The unit’s overall mandate is folded 
into four key functions including pro-

gramme’s strategic roll out, monitor-
ing and evaluation, data analytics, 
advisory support, and communications 
and stakeholder engagement, among 
others. 

Following Government of Pakistan’s 
policies and procedures, relevant team 
has been hired in the unit to coordi-
nate cross ministerial, interprovincial 
and intersectoral implementation of 
Ehsaas. Addressing the inaugural cer-
emony of EDU, Dr. Sania said, 

“The distinctive role and objective 
of EDU is to oversee implementation 
and assess progress of the Ehsaas pro-
gramme; coordinate, strategize and 
support delivery of over 140 Ehsaas 
initiatives. 

The charge for end-to-end delivery of 
programmes, policies and initiatives ul-
timately rests with the respective min-
istries, divisions and agencies and, EDU 
has been mandated to coordinate and 
track the performance and progress.” 
Overall, implementation of Ehsaas is 
the responsibility of several federal 
ministries, divisions, and agencies. 
Under the Ehsaas framework, imple-
mentation actions are underway and 
progress towards these is being made 
with an integrated, multi-sectoral. APP

Peace in Afghanistan 
vital for regional 

stability: COAS
Chief of the Air Staff, Pakistan called 

on Lt Gen Ramiz Tahirov, Commander 
Azerbijan Air Force

Rawalpindi 
 Army Chief, General Qamar Javed Bajwa has said 
that a stable and prosperous Afghanistan at peace 
with itself and its neighbours is in Pakistan’s na-
tional interest.
He was talking to Chairman Hizb-e-Wahadat Is-
lami Afghanistan, Mohammad Karim Khalili, who 
called on Army Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa 
in Rawalpindi today (Tuesday).The Army Chief 
said peace in Afghanistan means peace in Pakistan.
Matters of mutual interest, peace and stability 
in the region, connectivity, and current develop-
ments in the Afghan Peace Process were discussed 
during the meeting.The visiting dignitary appreci-
ated the positive role played by Pakistan and Army 
Chief’s vision on future of Pak-Afghan relations.
Islamabad : Air Chief Marshal Mujahid Anwar 
Khan, Chief of the Air Staff, Pakistan Air Force 
called on Lt Gen Ramiz Tahirov, Commander Azer-
bijan Air Force.  Matters of mutual interest and bi-
lateral cooperation came under discussion.  
The Air Chief praised the professionalism of 
Azerbijan Air Force and assured his counterpart 
of PAF’s full support; especially in the domain of 
training.  Commander Azeribijan Air Force com-
mended the high standards of the PAF training 
system and acknowledged its support towards 
training of Azeri Air Force personnel.  He also laud-
ed the indigenization efforts under taken by PAF; 
especially the JF-17 program.  Later in the day, the 
Air Chief also met with Colonel  General Zakir Ha-
sanov, Minister of Defence of Azerbaijan. Matters 
related to  mutual interests were discussed with 
a consensus to further strengthen the bilateral 
cooperation.  Earlier, the Air Chief also visited the 
Martyrs’ Alley and laid the floral wreath.

Trilateral FM summit, vows to explore possibili-
ties of deepening cooperation in common interest, 

including peace and security, trade and investment, 
science and technology, education and cultural 

cooperation
Rawalpindi

Second trilateral meeting of the foreign ministers of 
Pakistan-Turkey-Azerbaijan will be held in Islamabad 
tomorrow to exchange views on global and regional 
issues and possibilities of enhanced cooperation in all 
areas of common interest According to Foreign Office, 
the first round of Trilateral Meeting was held in Baku in 
November 2017.The three sides will exchange views on 
global and regional issues, including new and emerging 
threats to regional peace and security, address chal-
lenges faced by the COVID-19 pandemic, environment 
and Climate Change and to achieve economic develop-
ment targets. The three Foreign Ministers would also 
explore possibilities of deepening trilateral coopera-
tion in all areas of common interest, including peace 
and security, trade and investment, science and tech-
nology, education and cultural cooperation. Pakistan, 
Azerbaijan and Turkey enjoy close fraternal relations 
based on common faith, values, culture and history; 
deeply embedded in mutual trust and understanding.

On the invitation of Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi, Foreign Minister of Azerbaijan, 
Jeyhun Bayramov, will be visiting Islamabad on 13-14 
January 2021. This will be the first bilateral visit from 
Azerbaijan at Foreign Minister Level, since 2010.The 

two Foreign Ministers will hold delegation-level talks 
and review the entire spectrum of bilateral relations. 
At the start of the New Year, the visit will provide an 
opportunity to explore ways and means to deepen bi-
lateral cooperation in diverse fields. Apart from reaf-
firming the excellent political relations, the two Foreign 
Ministers will discuss possibilities for enhanced col-
laboration in the fields of oil and gas, agriculture, rail-
ways and education. Azerbaijan is a key country of the 
South Caucasus region and Pakistan’s long-standing 
friend and partner. The two countries are bound by an 
exemplary relationship anchored on common historic, 
religious and cultural links. Both countries have been 
closely collaborating on issues of mutual interest at 
regional and international fora.

Azerbaijan in its capacity as the member of OIC 
Contact Group on Jammu and Kashmir has been stead-
fastly supporting the just and legitimate cause of the 
Kashmiri people. VoM

Pakistan, Turkey & Azerbaijan will hold 2nd 
trilateral meeting in Islamabad today

Guantanamo is a place of 
arbitrariness and abuse, a site 

where torture and ill-treatment 
was rampant and remains 

institutionalized
UNITED NATIONS   

A group of UN human rights experts has 
appealed to the incoming President-elect 
Joe Biden’s administration to immedi-
ately close the “disgraceful” US military 
prison at Guantanamo Bay.

Citing the rapidly deteriorating health 
of detainees who remain, along with the 
mental and physical harm inflicted on 
them in cruel and inhuman conditions, 
eight right experts, in a joint statement, 
warned that the aging inmates are at in-
creasing risk.

“Guantanamo is a place of arbitrari-
ness and abuse, a site where torture and 
ill-treatment was rampant and remains 
institutionalized, where the rule of law 
is effectively suspended, and where jus-
tice is denied”, the experts said on the 
19th anniversary of its establishment, 
on January 11, 2002.

Moreover, they pointed out that the 
COVID-19 pandemic is further exacerbat-

ing health vulnerabilities for the increas-
ingly elderly prison population.

“The very existence of this facility is a 
disgrace for the United States and the in-
ternational community as a whole”, the 
UN experts said. “Guantanamo should 
have been closed a long time ago”.

In 2003, the facility held 700 prisoners. 
Nineteen years later, 40 detainees remain 
with only nine having been charged with, 
or convicted, of crimes.

UN experts have consistently demanded 
the dismissal of the Military Commissions 
and the closing of the detention facility at 
Guantánamo Bay, saying they are incom-

patible with the US’ obligations under in-
ternational law.

“We must not forget these detainees, 
who have been subjected to torture or 
victims of comparable trauma, and still 
languish in Guantánamo, in a virtual 
legal limbo, outside the reach of the con-
stitutional judicial system of the United 
States”, they said.

“The prolonged and indefinite detention 
of individuals, who have not been con-
victed of any crime by a competent and 
independent judicial authority operating 
under due process of law, is arbitrary and 
constitutes a form of cruel,  Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has expressed Pakistan’s 
commitment to strengthen the bilateral relationship 
with Afghanistan, including trade and economic ties 
and people-to-people linkages.
Talking to Leader of Hezb-e-Wahdat-e Islami, Afghani-
stan Ustad Karim Khalili in Islamabad today (Tues-
day), he underscored his longstanding position that 
there is no military solution to Afghan conflict and 
a negotiated political settlement is the only way for-
ward.
He said the Afghan people had suffered gravely due to 
prolonged conflict in the country.
The Prime Minister reiterated Pakistan’s consistent 
support to the Afghan peace process, and under-
scored that the Intra-Afghan Negotiations process 
must be pursued with perseverance and patience for 
an inclusive and broad-based solution.
The exchange of views covered progress in the Afghan 
peace process and bilateral relations between Paki-
stan and Afghanistan.
Prime Minister Imran Khan says provision of afford-
able residence to the people with ownership rights is 
one of the top priories of the government and he also 
directed to complete the ongoing projects within the 
stipulated timeframe.
Talking to Minister for Housing Tariq Bashir Cheema 

in Islamabad today (Tuesday), he appreciated the 
progress on continuing projects for the federal gov-
ernment’s employees.
On the occasion, Tariq Bashir Cheema gave a detailed 
briefing to the Prime Minister about ongoing proj-
ects of the Ministry of Housing. Prime Minister Imran 
Khan chaired the meeting of federal cabinet here on 
Tuesday.The meeting discussed various agenda items 
relating to development projects and other issues of 
importance, the PM office said.
The Federal Cabinet on Tuesday approved amend-
ments in the relevant laws to enhance powers of the 
Auditor General of Pakistan (AGP) to ensure transpar-
ency.
Briefing the media about the decisions of the federal 
cabinet meeting chaired by Prime Minister Imran 
Khan here, Federal Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting Senator Shibli Faraz said that after the 
amendment the purview of the AGP would also be ex-
tended to autonomous bodies which so far get their 
accounts audited from private firms.
He said that some of the audit paragraphs are about 
procedural issues which when reported create un-
necessary sensation. He said that the functioning of 
AGPR would be digitalized and automated and issu-
ance ofcheques would be done through automation 
and human involvement would be reduced to increase 

transparency.
The PTI government was vigorously working on in-
stitutional reforms as it had promised in its manifesto 
and the cabinet decided to share their details with the 
public soon, he said.
The minister said most of the institutions were follow-
ing old and obsolete methods which compromise ef-
ficiency, transparency and accountability.
Shibli said that PM’s Adviser on Institutional Reforms 
Dr Ishrat Hussain informed the meeting that over 100 
institutions of the federal government were either 
merged or abolished to reduce the burden on the
exchequer.
He said that the cabinet was informed that about 
71000 posts from grade 1 to 16 which remained va-
cant for over one year would be abolished.
He said that after passage of 18th Amendment many 
ministries were devolved but the number of federal 
government employees have increased.
Shibli Faraz said the cabinet has formed an inter-
ministerial committee, which will reveal the details 
of the individuals, mentioned in the Broadsheet scan-
dal. He said former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and 
others influenced that inquiry to save their own skin 
and now the government under Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has decided to make those names public, after 
thorough scrutiny of the available material. VoM

PM reiterates commitment to strengthen bilateral relations 
with Afghanistan

PM expresses resolve commitment to provide affordable residence to people with ownership rights

India media exposed on 
giving wrong gyration 

to PM Khan’s video
Indian media undoubtedly treading on 
the fallacious path of yellow journalism

ISLAMABAD
Mainstream media and social networking plat-
forms faced another embarrassment as their 
propaganda fell flat after giving a false spin to a 
video clip of Prime Minister Imran Khan.
The media frenzy based on misleading and 
out-of-context reporting of a statement of Pak-
istan’s Prime Minister ended into an awkward 
situation for India, revealing its ‘propaganda 
machinery on the loose’.
The viral video showing Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s remark on the Indian government went 
viral with the claim that he admitted that India 
has not seen a government as “strong and iron-
willed in the last 73 years”.
Many users on social media shared the clip to 
claim that Imran Khan praised the Indian gov-
ernment.
However, the careful examination of the video 
showed that the Indian media was undoubt-
edly treading on the fallacious path of yellow 
journalism.
In the video, PM Khan can be heard saying, “If 
Pakistan needs a stronger army, then it needs 
it today. And why is it needed? Because our 
neighbouring country…in 73 years India didn’t 
have a government like it has today…the gov-
ernment that is totalitarian, racist, anti-Mus-
lim, anti-Islam, anti-Pakistan…never has such 
a government been formed…and what they are 
doing to Kashmiris…”
In a blind following to the Indian media, sev-
eral noted intellectuals of the country also gave 
their opinions based on the same ‘unverified 
and false information’.
India’s right-wing author and commentator 
Shefali Vaidya tweeted a 32-second-long video 
and wrote: “You cannot have a more ringing 
endorsement of @narendramodi govt than 
this. Your sworn enemy publicly admitting that 
in 73 years India had never had a government 
as strong and iron-willed as this!” VoM
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Trilateral Pakistan-Turkey-
Azerbaijan FMs summit

Amid pandemic outbreak, the Second trilateral summit of the foreign 
ministers of Pakistan-Turkey-Azerbaijan will be held in Islamabad 
today to hold dialogue on global and regional concerns and possibili-
ties of enhanced cooperation in all areas of common interest. Turkish 
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu is already in Pakistan on an official 
visit and to be joined by Azerbaijan for the trilateral meeting. Pakistan 

holds strong relations with both the states and looks to further proper the ties. During 
the visits, both visiting Foreign Ministers will hold various meetings with different 
key stake holders of the state. Upon the arrival of the dignitaries, the Foreign office 
stated the cordial ties between Pakistan, Azerbaijan, and Turkey are deeply embed-
ded in common faith, culture, and history and underpinned by exceptional mutual 
trust and respect and this summit would prove to further consolidate the bilateral 
ties with the two nations. The three Foreign Ministers will review the entire gamut 
of bilateral relations and exchange views on regional and international issues. It is 
pertinent to highlight that the current government has been proactive in shaping an 
unprecedented bonhomie with Turkey and Azerbaijan. Apart from their bilateral ties, 
both states have been a staunch advocate of promoting Muslim harmony, and also 
collective efforts have been made in the recent past to combat the drastic challenges 
from Islamophobia. Concerning Turkey, the Sixth meeting of the High-Level Strategic 
Cooperation Council was held in Islamabad on 13-14 February 2020 under the chair-
manship of H.E. Recep Tayyip Erdoğan and H.E. Imran Khan. Within this mechanism, 
73 agreements and documents have been signed, so far. Both countries have decided 
to uplift the trading relations between the two states. Various Chinese companies have 
invested in Pakistan and this prospect to be further strengthened through establishing 
a sustainable mechanism of trading partnership. Likewise, Azerbaijan is one of the key 
merging trading partners of Pakistan. Furthermore, Azerbaijan Pakistan and Turkey 
vow to further diversify their defense and security corporations. Besides, tourism, 
people- people linkage is another vital aspect of the harmonious relationship between 
three states. Indeed, Turkey, Azerbaijan has been amongst the most reliable partners 
for Pakistan and it has assisted Pakistan on its narrative over the Kashmir crisis. As 
the forefront actors of OIC, Pakistan, Azerbaijan, and Turkey needs to contribute to 
global crisis mitigation of the Muslim world.

Lessons from pandemic

Pandemic Coivd-19 has devastated the contours of the existing world. 
Over one year of 15 months, it has become one of the most alarming 
challenges that the modern world ever faced with. With no end in sight, 
this deadly virus continues to escalate while human sufferings have 
increased drastically. At one end the global world is plugged in with 
the fear and insecurities due to changing patterns of life, the virus also 

brought swift changes that revamped the lifestyle of millions of people, irrespec-
tive of their social class differences. From Asia to Europe, Africa to Australia and 
America, in particular, ensued with a mammoth blow that has jeopardized the exist-
ing trending of life. There is no doubt that the global outbreak of this pandemic has 
increased the crisis but it also gave humans fruitful lessons. First, it has proven that 
global integration remains a humanly desired prospect, otherwise, masses can still 
survive without the concept of transnational integrations. Secondly, it has exposed 
the real face of all the states concerning their social and economic prosperity For 
instance, over the decades the developed countries such as the UK, USA, and other 
European nations were idealized by the least developing countries concerning their 
strong healthcare and social mechanisms. Nevertheless, it has never been the case, 
such a developed state badly exposed and also starving for the improved health 
facilities in the country just like a third world state. Third, the pandemic spread 
raised serious concerns about the key concepts of globalization and liberalism. 
Fourth, the simmering crisis necessities the focus on investments on improving 
the fundamental social, economic, and security aspects of human lives to improve 
rather than building a military arsenal through investing trillion dollars in weapons 
and ammunition. Fifth, it also paved the path for global cooperation to address the 
key challenges and issues posed to the world amid a rising pandemic.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Gulf States Rapprochement with Qatar – An Assessment

Saudi Arabia, along with UAE, Bahrain and Egypt, 
has recently concluded the accord with Qatar which 
have led to an end of “Qatar Crisis”. The crisis 
which started in 2017 was mainly initiated due to 
the concerns of Gulf States regarding the Qatar’s 
ties with Iran and Muslim Brotherhood. This led to 
the complete blockade of Qatar by the GCC states in 
order to upset Qatar’s economy. The policy was ex-
pected to force Qatar to change its regional policy. 
However, despite of GCC pressure, Qatar managed 
to sustain its economy as well as maintained its 
relations with Iran. 
The Al-Ula declaration of revitalizing of ties be-
tween GCC and Qatar came amidst the ongoing 
peace deals in the region. The opening up of dip-
lomatic ties between Israel and the Gulf States of 
Bahrain and UAE along with other Arab states – 
Morocco and Sudan – reflected the US desire of 
unifying its allies in the region. Although, the rap-
prochement was apparently finalized through the 
mediation of Kuwait and Oman – who remained 
neutral in the intra-GCC rivalry, yet the US effort of 
bringing the GCC states closer to each other cannot 
be ignored. The assumption is further strengthened 
by the presence of Kushner in the Al-Ula meeting. 
The rapprochement has been motivated due to the 
ever-changing regional geopolitical environment 

and resulted as the outcome of two factors. Firstly, 
the US desire to disengage from the regional con-
flicts without compromising on regional security, 
pushed the policymakers in Washington to devise 
such a framework which could unify the US bloc 
in the Middle East. This would allowed US to mini-
mize its operational and security cost while the 
regional allies would themselves manage their se-
curity. The second factor which stirred the recon-
ciliation between the Gulf States was the security 
concern in post-Trump era. Arab states, mainly 
Saudi Arabia, are sceptical of Joe Biden’s policies 
for the region. It is speculated that the enthusi-
asm and the personal bond which Saudi Crown 
Prince, Muhammad Bin Salman, enjoyed with 
Trump would wither away in the Biden tenure. 
Hence, MBS is keen to formulate the alternative 
policy to deduce the regional security framework 
by the Arabs themselves if the US neglects their 
security demands. 
However, it is important to note that the recent 
reconciliation was merely termed as “declara-
tion” and not a “comprehensive deal”. This sug-
gests that Gulf States are still unable to convince 
Qatar regarding the fulfilment of their demands. 
On the other hand, Qatar’s Foreign Minister has 
reiterated that the recent breakthrough in ties 
with Gulf States would not have any impact on 
its relations with Iran and Turkey. This is further 
evident as both Iran and Turkey hailed the rec-
onciliation and the steadfastness of Qatar amidst 
pressure. Nevertheless, at the practical level, the 
economic dependency of Qatar on Iran and Turkey 
is expected to reduce, especially in the domain of 
Air Traffic and goods transport. The reopening of 

Saudi-Qatar border would restore the economic re-
lations at the pre-2017 stage. It is also vital as the 
Gulf States are already aiming at the diversification 
of their energy-based economies. The unification 
of Gulf States would mean the acceleration in their 
economic efforts and eventually establishing an 
interconnected Arab region. 
Lastly, it is also significant to consider the role of 
UAE in the reconciliation process. UAE had been 
the most defiant stakeholder in the entire Gulf 
Crisis. Unlike Saudi Arabia, UAE is more assertive 
and vigilant in its efforts of expanding its influ-
ence. The aggressive support of UAE to secession-
ist factions in Yemen, sponsoring of Khalifa Haftar 
forces in Libya, building of Nuclear Power Reactor, 
the ambitious plan of space exploration and the 
watershed event of initializing the diplomatic ties 
with Israel, all suggest that UAE is preparing itself 
to counter any challenge in the region. Hence, it has 
developed the more antagonistic approach towards 
Qatar’s role in the region and sees Saudi Arabia as 
the over-obsessive player regarding its security. 
Conclusively, it is evident that the primary drive of 
reconciliation was pushed by Saudi Arabia due to 
its fears of Iran and the uncertainty of its relations 
with US in the future. Thus, the divergent views on 
reconciliation along with the unresolved issues, do 
not offer a sustainable future for this rapproche-
ment and for the Gulf unity. 

Netflix Previews 2021 Movie Slate, Led by ‘Red 
Notice’ and ‘The Harder They Fall’

BEVERLY HILLS
Netflix has big plans for its film division in 

2021, releasing a sizzle reel on Tuesday for the 
coming year with plans to release films every 
week. Among the offerings: the directorial debuts 
of Halle Berry and Lin-Manuel Miranda, a Black 
Western featuring Regina King, and a spy thriller 
featuring Dwayne Johnson, Gal Gadot, and Ryan 
Reynolds.

Berry’s first go-around in the director’s chair will 
be seen in “Bruised,” which also stars the Oscar 
winner as a former MMA fighter taking on a dif-
ferent kind of fight: regaining custody of her son 
and restarting her career. Miranda, meanwhile, will 
bring his experience as a young playwright to “tick, 
tick…BOOM!”, which tells the story of an aspiring 
theater composer in New York caught between his 
dream and the harsh realities of life.

King will star alongside Zazie Beetz, Idris Elba 
and “Da 5 Bloods” stars  Jonathan Majors and 
Delroy Lindo in “The Harder They Fall,” a western 
revenge film about an outlaw hunting down his re-
cently released rival with the help of his old gang. 
And then there’s “Red Notice,” an action comedy 
starring Gal Gadot and Ryan Reynolds as two inter-
nationally-wanted criminals being hunted down by 
a top INTERPOL agent, played by Dwayne Johnson.

Along with those films, Netflix is continuing 
its push to be a regular presence in awards sea-
son. Palme D’Or winner Jane Campion will direct 

Benedict Cumberbatch, Kirsten Dunst, and Jesse 
Plemons in an adaptation of “The Power of the 
Dog,” which follows the tense conflict between two 
brothers on the largest ranch in Montana in the 
mid-20th century. Adam McKay, director of “The 
Big Short” and “Vice,” will direct an ensemble cast 
led by Cate Blanchett and Jennifer Lawrence in 

“Don’t Look Up,” a satire about two low-level as-
tronomers who discover an asteroid on a collision 
course with Earth and go on a media blitz to warn 
the world. And then there’s Oscar winner Paolo 
Sorrentino’s next film “The Hand of God,” which is 
keeping its story under wraps but which the direc-
tor promises will be his most personal film yet.

New Solar Arrays to Power NASA’s 
International Space Station Research

CALIFORNIA
As the International Space Station or-

bits Earth, its four pairs of solar arrays 
soak up the sun’s energy to provide elec-
trical power for the numerous research 
and science investigations conducted 
every day, as well as the continued op-
erations of the orbiting platform. The 
space station is the springboard to 
NASA’s Artemis missions to the Moon, a 
platform to test advanced technologies 
for human exploration of deep space 
and future mission to Mars. NASA also 
has opened the space station for business 
and commercial activities, including pri-
vate astronauts missions.

Designed for a 15-year service life, the 
solar arrays have been operating contin-
uously since the first pair was deployed 
in December 2000, with additional array 
pairs delivered in September 2006, June 
2007, and March 2009. The first pair of 
solar arrays has now provided continu-
ous electrical power to the station for 
more than 20 years as more modules 
were added and dozens of crews tackled 
thousands of scientific experiments and 
continued operations through hundreds 
of spacewalks, cargo missions, and more.

Though they are functioning well, the 

current solar arrays are showing signs 
of degradation, as expected. To ensure a 
sufficient power supply is maintained for 
NASA’s exploration technology demon-
strations for Artemis and beyond as well 
as utilization and commercialization, 
NASA will be augmenting six of the eight 
existing power channels of the space 
station with new solar arrays. Boeing, 
NASA’s prime contractor for space station 
operations, its subsidiary Spectrolab, and 
major supplier Deployable Space Systems 
(DSS) will provide the new arrays. The 
combination of the eight original, larger 
arrays, and the smaller, more efficient 
new arrays will restore the power genera-
tion of each augmented array to approxi-
mately the amount generated when the 
original arrays were first installed, pro-
viding a 20% to 30% increase in power 
for space station research and operations.

Karachi 
In an impressive fire power display, Pakistan 

Navy Fleet units demonstrated combat readiness 
and war fighting potential through live weapons 
firing at North Arabian Sea. Chief of the Naval 
Staff, Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi 
graced the occasion as Chief Guest and witnessed 
the event along-with other senior naval officers.

Pakistan Navy Submarines successfully engaged 
their intended targets with Anti-Ship Missiles 
and Torpedoes. The successful firings have re-
affirmed Pakistan Navy’s offensive capability and 
operational readiness. Chief of the Naval Staff ex-
pressed his complete satisfaction on the combat 
readiness of PN Fleet and commended officers and 
men for their commitment and professionalism.

On the occasion, Chief of the Naval Staff re-
assured the nation that Pakistan Navy is fully 
prepared and ready to thwart any aggression 
against Pakistan’s maritime frontiers. He also 
underscored that Pakistan Navy will continue 
to play its part in making defence of the country 
impregnable.

PAKISTAN NAVY CONDUCTS SUCCESSFUL LIVE WEAPONS FIRING IN NORTH ARABIAN SEA
TAT Special

For the second time in a week, Jacob Malik, 
the Soviet representative to the United 
Nations, storms out of a meeting of the 
Security Council, this time in reaction to 
the defeat of his proposal to expel the 
Nationalist Chinese representative. At the 

same time, he announced the Soviet Union’s intention 
to boycott further Security Council meetings.Several 
days before the January 13 meeting, Malik walked out 
to show his displeasure over the United Nations’ re-
fusal to unseat the Nationalist Chinese delegation. The 
Soviet Union had recognized the communist People’s 
Republic of China (PRC) as the true Chinese govern-
ment, and wanted the PRC to replace the Nationalist 
Chinese delegation at the United Nations.Malik re-
turned on January 13, however, to vote on the Soviet 
resolution to expel Nationalist China. Six countries–
the United States, Nationalist China, Cuba, Ecuador, 
Cuba, and Egypt–voted against the resolution, and 
three–the Soviet Union, Yugoslavia, and India–voted 
in favor of it. Malik immediately left the meeting, 
declaring that the United States was “encouraging 
lawlessness” by refusing to recognize the “illegal pres-
ence” of the Nationalist Chinese representatives. He 
concluded that “even the most convinced reactionar-
ies” had to recognize the justness of the Soviet resolu-
tion, and he vowed that the Soviet Union would not be 
bound by any decisions made by the Security Council 

if the Nationalist Chinese representative remained. 
Hoping to forestall any future Security Council ac-
tion, Malik announced that the Soviet Union would no 
longer attend its meetings. The remaining members 
of the Security Council decided to carry on despite 
the Soviet boycott. In late June 1950, it became ap-
parent that the Soviet action had backfired when the 
issue of North Korea’s invasion of South Korea was 
brought before the Security Council. By June 27, the 

Security Council voted to invoke military action by the 
United Nations for the first time in the organization’s 
history. The Soviets could have blocked the action in 
the Security Council, since the United States, Soviet 
Union, China, Britain, and France each had absolute 
veto power, but no Russian delegate was present. In 
just a short time, a multinational U.N. force arrived 
in South Korea and the grueling three-year Korean 
War was underway.x

January 13,1950, Soviets boycott United Nations Security Council

Fraz Naqvi

The author is an MPhil scholar of International 
Relations based in Islamabad. He writes for na-
tional and international news blogs. His main focus 

in on Middle East and South Asia.
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Kylie Jenner wears L’Afshar 
to wrap up filming

DUBAI
Kylie Jenner loves her some L’Afshar. The beauty 
mogul and reality television star has been seen 
championing the Dubai-based accessories label’s 
box-shaped handbags and clutches on several occa-
sions, including during paparazzi strolls, on the red 
carpet and even on the last day of filming “Keeping 
Up with the Kardashians.”
The youngest of the Kardashian-Jenner clan uploaded 
a carousel of pictures of herself on Instagram this 
week, showcasing an all-white ensemble that in-
cluded a creamy, leather Zeynep Arcay trench coat, 
a corset top and matching trousers from Helmut Lang 
and L’Afshar’s Ida bag in beige croc, that she picked 
to close out the last day of filming on the reality tel-
evision show that catapulted her and her family into 
the spotlight.
She completed her glamorous outfit with beige 
Bottega Veneta mules and diamond-encrusted drop 
earrings. “Last day of filming,” she simply captioned 
her Instagram post. VoM

US writer Mindy Kaling 
teases details about 

‘Legally Blonde 3’

DUBAI
US writer Mindy Kaling has revealed details about the 
much-anticipated movie “Legally Blonde 3.” 
In an interview with Access Hollywood, the writer said 
she is currently working on the script with “Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine” creator Dan Goor. In the upcoming romantic 
comedy, the main character, Elle Woods, is 40 and still 
living life to the fullest. 
“I can’t wait to see what people will think of the way 
we wrote Elle Woods. We wrote Elle Woods at 40, so 
how Elle is at 40 versus how she was at 21 has been 
really fun to imagine,” Kaling teased.
“I love the franchise so much,” the comedian added. 
“I love Elle Woods as a character and when Reese 
(Witherspoon) asked me to write it, I was like, 
‘Absolutely!’” 
Kaling, however, does not know when the team will be 
able to shoot the movie.  VoM

Elaine Paige was hopeful for 
theatres before Christmas 

disappointment

Barbados
Elaine Paige thought theatres were “ready to go” before 
Christmas. The 72-year-old actress was part of the cast of 
‘Pantoland’ at the London Palladium last year, which was 
cancelled from December 16 after just six socially distanced 
performances due to pandemic restrictions.
Speaking about the disappointment, she told ‘BBC Radio 2 
Breakfast Show’ host Zoe Ball: “Theatre is one of the things 
in life at the moment that’s been really hit hard.
“And there we were thinking we were doing something 
worthwhile, trying to get the panto up and running for eve-
rybody to come and have a laugh for two hours and forget 
your troubles and all of that, and there we are, we got it 
wrong entirely. “I mean, we thought it was ready to go and 
the time was right, but clearly not and six performances 
down the line we were shut down because the virus was 
and still is running out of control.”
Elaine appeared on the programme to announce ‘Radio 2 
Celebrates Musicals’, which will include three days of pro-
grammes featuring the music of stage and screen for people 
to enjoy from the comfort of their own homes. On January 
29 between 5am and 7pm, the station will only be playing 
songs from musical theatre and film across the entire day. 
The celebration - which runs from January 
29-31 - will treat people to a raft of program-
ming across Radio 2, BBC One, BBC iPlayer and 
BBC Sounds.

Bureau Reuter
LONDON  

The start of the Formula One season 
has been delayed after the Australian 
Grand Prix was postponed from March 
to November because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.
The Australian race in Melbourne has 

been rescheduled from March 21 to 
Nov. 21. The Chinese GP has also been 
delayed but no new date has been set 
for the race. Strict travel restrictions 
for the pandemic make Australia and 
China among the hardest countries for 
F1 teams to enter.
The season will start with the Bahrain 

Grand Prix on March 28 at Sakhir, less 
than four months after the same venue 
held two races as part of the 2020 
season.
A race has been added at the Imola 
track in Italy on April 18, a week after 
the scheduled date for the Chinese 
Grand Prix. There is a vacant slot May 2.
Postponing the Australian GP also 
means pushing back the end of the sea-
son in Abu Dhabi by a week to Dec. 12.
The pandemic has disrupted the F1 
season two years running. Last year’s 
race in Australia was canceled after 
one team member tested positive for 
the coronavirus. Fans were preparing 
to enter the circuit at the time for Friday 
practice.
That started a cascade of postpone-
ments and cancelations which meant 
the rescheduled 2020 season didn’t start 
until July. There was a compressed 17-
race schedule through December with 
all races in Europe or the Middle East.

Staff Report
Karachi

Pakistan all-format captain Babar Azam is 
gearing up to take the field against South Africa 
after missing the Twenty20 International 
(T20I) and Test series on the recently-con-
cluded New Zealand tour due to thumb injury.
While speaking to reporters in Lahore on 
Tuesday, Babar was upbeat ahead of the home 
Test series against the Proteas, starting from 
January 26 in Karachi.
“It was disappointing to miss the matches 
against New Zealand because the team needed 
my services. However, I am now ready for the 
South African series and you will see me in 
action. I have also started practicing after com-
pletely recovering from the injury,” Babar said.
“The whole team is excited for the series 
against South Africa. South Africa is a quality 
side and it will be a very important series for 
us,” he added.
Pakistan captain is against wholesale changes 

after New Zealand tour and has thrown his sup-
port behind Pakistan’s struggling bowling unit.
“It is important to support the team during dif-
ficult times. I have full confidence in our bowl-
ers and I am sure they will perform better in 
the coming series,” he said.
“I have not met the new chief selector yet. We 

will decide the squad for the South African 
series after consultation with the team man-
agement and selectors,” he added.
The 26-year-old also shared his opinion re-
garding left-arm pacer Mohammad Amir’s 
retirement from international cricket and the 
latter’s dip in bowling form. 

Benchmark index gains 316.62 
points to settle at 45,922.04

Bureau Report
KARACHI

The Pakistan Stock Exchange staged a re-
bound on Tuesday and resumed its uptrend 
owing to overall optimism on the back of 
a host of positive triggers. As a result, the 
KSE-100 index gained 317 points and closed 
near the 46,000-point mark.

Upbeat car sales data released on Monday, 
which showed a 15% jump in demand in 
December 2020 on a year-on-year basis, 
triggered a rally in auto sector stocks and 
most of them closed with gains.

Fuelling the rise, international oil prices 
spiked to 11-month highs during the day, 
which enhanced investors’ interest in local 
oil sector stocks and subsequently, both 
oil-related sectors received substantial 
investment.

Earlier, trading began on a positive note 
and the KSE-100 index remained on the 
upward trajectory throughout the session. 
A buying spree, emerging in final hours, el-
evated the gains.

At close, the benchmark KSE-100 index 
recorded an increase of 316.62 points, or 
0.69%, to settle at 45,922.04 points.

Arif Habib Limited, in its report, stated 
that the market rebounded with an increase 
of 408 points during the session. It closed 
up by 317 points.

Though the day began on a slow and cau-
tious note after Monday’s profit-booking, a 
bounce-back in the banking sector as well 
as absence of selling in the exploration and 
production sector helped the index stabilise 
near 46,000 points.

International crude oil prices traded in 
the positive zone, which helped explora-
tion and production companies’ stocks to 
recover from the previous day’s closing 
levels. K-Electric recorded large trading 
volumes in anticipation of a deal after the 
resumption of International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) loan programme, as highlighted by 
State Bank of Pakistan Governor Reza Baqir 
on Monday.

The cement sector largely traded range 
bound but contributed positively to the 
index, the report said.

JS Global analyst Danish Ladhani said the 
benchmark KSE-100 index closed positive 
at 45,922 (up 317 points) after reaching a 
high of +408 points.

Activity was mainly noted in second 
and third-tier stocks where K-Electric 
(+12.2%), Hum Network (+10.1%), Unity 

Foods (+7.1%), Pakistan International Bulk 
Terminal (+2%), Silkbank (+1.6%), TRG 
Pakistan (+6.5%) and Byco (+0.5%) were 
volume leaders, contributing a cumulative 
448 million shares.

Moreover, activity was seen in the automo-
bile sector on 18% year-on-year rise in car 
sales in first half of the current fiscal year.

In the financial sector, HBL (+1.5%), Bank 
Alfalah (+0.4%) and MCB (+0.6%) closed in 
the positive zone. Oil and Gas Development 
Company (+1.8%), Pakistan Oilfields 
(+0.7%) and Pakistan Petroleum (+1.7%) 
remained in the green in the exploration 
and production sector.

Bureau Report
DUBAI 

Saudi Arabia’s keenness on un-
dertaking a large project like The 
Line at this time, in addition to 
the follow-up by Crown Prince 
Mohammed Bin Salman, affirm the 
seriousness towards diversifying 
the economy and promote devel-
opment, NEOM board member and 
Minister of Commerce and acting 
Minister of Media, Majid Al-Qasabi, 
told Al Arabiya.

The Line project aims to fulfill the 
transformative model for future 
cities, so that NEOM will become a 
global interface to attract a unique 
urban model across the world, Al-
Qasabi added.

NEOM reflects the unprec-
edented radical transformation 

that the Kingdom is witness-
ing, as it is a new polarized 
and attractive platform across 

continents.
NEOM is a distinctive and innova-

tive model, which will create oppor-

tunities in various fields, whether 
job opportunities, investments, or 
partnerships.

The minister asserted that taking 
advantage of these opportunities will 
put Saudi Arabia in the ranks of de-
veloped countries.

The project is considered an eco-
nomic engine for the region, as 
NEOM will play a pivotal role in de-
velopment, he highlighted, pointing 
out that the city will set a scale to 
measure future cities and determine 
the Kingdom’s image in general and 
Saudi citizen in particular.

Earlier this week, the Crown Prince 
unveiled The Line project within 
NEOM, a city of million residents, as 
its development will start during Q1 
2021, according to data compiled by 
Argaam.

‘The Line’ reflects Saudi Arabia’s seriousness to diversify 
economy: Minister of Commerce

Qatari Diar to resume 
Egypt CityGate project 
after a four-year pause

Bureaau Report
CAIRO

Nearly a week after the Gulf 
reconciliation with Qatar, 
the New Urban Communities 
Authority (NUCA) agreed work 
could resume on the CityGate 
project in New Cairo, owned 
by the Qatari real estate com-
pany Qatari Diar, after a four-
year pause.

According to Egyptian news-
paper Al-Shorouk, the com-
pany has obtained approval 
from the authority to work on 
the CityGate project, which 
has been suspended since 
2016 due to a dispute between 
it and NUCA.

East Gate, owner of the de-
velopment and a Qatari Diar 
subsidiary, has had its request 
for a license to resume work-
ing on the project approved 
by the authority, following a 
court ruling that NUCA was 
not entitled to ask for fees 
of EGP 1.379 billion ($88.11 
million).

The Qatari company is cur-
rently communicating with 
local contractors in prepara-
tion for the resumption of con-
struction work. 

Officials said “the first phase 
of the project will encompass 
investments worth EGP 1 
billion.”

Qatari Diar owns several pro-
jects in Egypt, most notably in 
New Cairo, the resort of Sharm 
El-Sheikh and in Hurghada.

Bureau Report
DUBAI

Oman is looking to raise up to $2 billion with 
a loan arranged mostly by local and regional 
lenders, as international banks tread carefully 
due to the deterioration of its credit profile, 
sources said.

Oman started talks with banks for a new loan 
of at least $1 billion in November, sources told 
Reuters at the time, as it geared up for heavy 
debt redemptions.

It is now working with a group of banks to 
raise a $1.1 billion facility which could go up to 
$2 billion in size depending on market appetite, 
two sources familiar with the matter said.

The banks leading the deal are HSBC, 
Mashreqbank, Gulf International Bank, Bank 
Muscat and Bank Dhofar, said the sources.

The loan, now being marketed to a wider 
group of lenders, has a 15-month maturity with 
the possibility to extend it by an additional 12 
months at the borrower’s discretion.

HSBC declined to comment. The other banks 
and Oman’s ministry of finance did not respond 
to comment requests.

The presence of only HSBC among the lead-
ing group indicates international banks have 
become more cautious about their exposure 
to Oman due to its downward credit trajectory 
over the past few years, as lower oil prices ham-
mered state finances, said the sources.

For smaller regional banks, Oman — rated 
sub-investment grade by all major credit rat-
ings agencies — represents instead a good op-
portunity as its borrowing costs have increased.

“The overall landscape of lending in Oman has 
been changing,” said one of the sources.

Part of the new loan will refinance a $1 bil-
lion debt facility due in January, the same source 
said. Oman’s external debt maturing this and 
next year amounts to $10.7 billion, or about 
7.5% of gross domestic product, S&P Global 
Ratings has said.

Oman expects a 2021 budget deficit of 2.24 
billion rials ($5.82 billion) this year. To make 
up the shortfall the government aims to raise 
about 1.6 billion through borrowing and draw 
600 million from its reserves. ($1 = 0.3847 
Omani rials)

Oman raising up to $2 bln loan with mostly 
regional banks — sources

Bureau Report
JEDDAH

Nasser Al-Attiyah’s caution  
paid off on Monday when 
he gained on Dakar Rally 
leader Stephane Peterhansel 
by three minutes.
Al-Attiyah cracked the whip 
on the eighth stage from 
Sakaka to NEOM in north-
ern Saudi Arabia, a day 
after a marathon stage. The 
Qatari won it, his fifth stage 
win of this Dakar. 
Defending champion Carlos 
Sainz was second, and 
Peterhansel third after los-
ing his way twice at the end 
of the 375-km (233-mile) 
special.
“It’s really complicated to 
do a full Dakar without a 
mistake,” Peterhansel said. 
“For the moment, it’s just 
a small one. I hope that it 
will be the only one until 
the end.”
Al-Attiyah has won a stage 
for 14 consecutive Dakars 
and reached 40 in his ca-
reer, third in the race his-
tory only to Peterhansel 
(47) and Ari Vatanen (50).
Drama fell upon local hope 
Razeed Al-Rajhi, the Sunday 
stage winner who lost an 
hour to a mechanical prob-
lem, and former world rally 
champion Sebastien Loeb, 
who dropped out after two 
punctures in the first 80 
kilometers. He had no more 
spares.
Overall, Peterhansel’s lead 
over Al-Attiyah was cut to 4 
minutes, 50 seconds. Sainz 

was 39 minutes back in 
third and none of the other 
racers were within 1 1/2 
hours of the lead.
In the motorbike race, Jose 
Ignacio Cornejo of Chile 
won the stage from Toby 
Price of Australia by a min-
ute, and that’s how they 
stood overall, too.
Sam Sunderland, fourth on 
the stage, was third overall, 
six minutes behind. The top 
three had a good break on 
the rest, including Kevin 
Benavides, Joan Barreda, 
and defending champion 
Ricky Brabec, 18 minutes 
back.
Price and Barreda traded 
the lead throughout the 
stage, but Ignacio Cornejo 
prevailed right at the end. 
That’s where Xavier de 
Soultrait, who started the 
day fourth overall, suffered 
a nasty fall and had to be 
airlifted to a hospital.
“With four days to go the 
plan is the same as it is 
now: Try to ride as fast as 
we can, don’t get lost, don’t 
crash and take care of the 
bike,” Ignacio Cornejo said.
The rally ends on Friday.

Bulls take KSE-100 close to 46,000 mark

F1 season to start in Bahrain after Australian GP postponed

Al-Attiyah wins 
stage, cuts 3min off 
Peterhansel’s lead

Babar Azam ‘completely ready’ for South Africa series



www.theasiantelegraph.net

Printed at Rouhani Art Press, Published by Amna Malik for Melange Media Group from office # 407/408, 4th Floor, Evacuee Trust, Agha Khan Road, F-5/1 Islamabad

Wednesday , January 13, 2020

The Asian Telegraph

Special Economic Zones (SEZs) of 
Pakistan offered tax holiday for 

many years, zero duty on import of 
machinery and plants and 4-year 

payment plan to investors
Bureau Report

ISLAMABAD  
Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan, President 
leading a delegation of Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(ICCI) visited the Embassy of China in 
Islamabad.
He held a meeting with Xie Guoxiang, 
Minister Counsellor (Economic and 
Commercial) to discuss possibilities of 
further improving bilateral trade and 
investment relations between Paki-
stan and China.
Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan said that 
Pakistan and China enjoyed strate-
gic friendship which could be further 
strengthened by developing strong 
trade and economic relations between 
the two countries.
He said that Pakistan was a growing 
market for business activities and it 
was the right time for Chinese compa-
nies to transfer technology to Pakistan 
and set up JVs and industrial units in 
our country.
This way, Chinese investors could ex-

port their products to many markets of 
the world including South Asia, Middle 
East, Europe and Africa. He said that 
China was the world’s second largest 
economy with annual trade of trillions 
of dollars, but Pakistan’s exports to 
China were around $2 billion.
He said that Pakistan’s exports to Chi-
na could increase to $23 billion only 
if China provided one percent share 
in its supply chain through importing 
raw materials and intermediate goods 
from Pakistan.
Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan said that Paki-
stan’s automobile, IT & telecom, indus-
try, agriculture and construction sec-
tors possessed tremendous potential 
for Chinese investors.
He said that Special Economic Zones 
(SEZs) of Pakistan offered tax holiday 
for many years, zero duty on import of 
machinery and plants and 4-year pay-
ment plan to investors, therefore,.
He stressed that Chinese investors 
should explore JVs and investment in 
these SEZs to earn lucrative returns.
He said that China was quite advanced 
in the agriculture sector and urged to 
help Pakistan in improving its per acre 
yield by sharing its agro machinery 
and technology with our country.
He urged the Embassy to streamline 

its visa policy for Pakistani business 
community so that they could easily 
visit China to explore business collab-
orations with Chinese counterparts.
He said that ICCI was working with 
the government for One Window facil-
ity for investors and assured that ICCI 
would fully facilitate Chinese investors 
in connecting them with right partners 
in Pakistan.Speaking at the occasion, 
Xie Guoxiang, Minister Counsellor 
(Economic and Commercial), Embassy 
of the People’s Republic of China said 
that 2nd phase of CPEC has started co-
operation in industrial and agriculture 
sectors, health and digital technol-
ogy between China and Pakistan that 
would boost its economy. Xinhua

The United States of America 
recognizes the Government of the 
People’s Republic of China as the 
sole legal Government of China

UNITED BEIJING  
Within this context, the people of the 
United States will maintain cultural, com-
mercial, and other unofficial relations 
with the people of Taiwan.” The United 
States should honor its commitment and 
not misinterpret or deviate from it under 
any pretext.
The so-called “Taiwan Relations Act” se-
verely violates the one-China principle, 
the three China-US joint communiqués 
and basic norms of international rela-
tions. The Chinese government is firmly 
opposed to it right from the start.
It is the one-China principle and the three 
China-US joint communiqués that the Unit-
ed States should abide by when it comes to 
issues relating to Taiwan, not the unilater-
ally-concocted “Taiwan Relations Act”.
The Chinese people is firmly determined 
to safeguard sovereignty and territorial 
integrity. We will never allow anyone or 
any force to stand in the way of national 
reunification or to meddle in China’s do-
mestic affairs with Taiwan as a pretext. 
Actions that harm China’s core interests 
are futile and will be met with resolute 

responses.
The Taiwan question remains the most 
important and sensitive issue at the core 
of China-U.S. relations. The one-China 
principle is the political foundation of bi-
lateral relations and the precondition for 
establishing and developing diplomatic 
relations.
We urge the U.S. side to abide by the one-
China principle and the three China-US 
joint communiqués and stop elevating re-
lations and military ties with Taiwan.
We advise Mr. Pompeo and his likes to rec-

ognize the historical trend, stop manipu-
lating Taiwan-related issues, stop retro-
gressive acts and stop going further down 
the wrong and dangerous path, otherwise 
they will be harshly punished by history.
As to the remarks mentioned by an of-
ficial with Mr. Biden’s transition team, 
China urges the U.S. side to abide by the 
one-China principle and the three China-
US joint communiqués, stop official ex-
changes and military ties with Taiwan, 
and properly handle Taiwan-related is-
sues.” Xinhua

Govt vigorously working on institu-
tional reforms

ISLAMABAD 
The cabinet has decided to reveal facts 
to expose individuals involved money 
laundering and making fun of coun-
try’s institutions in light of the findings 
of UK Law firm Broadsheet.
Briefing media in Islamabad this af-
ternoon about decisions taken by the 
cabinet today (Tuesday) , the Minis-
ter for information and Broadcasting 
Syed Shibli Faraz said the cabinet has 
formed an inter-ministerial commit-
tee, which will reveal the individuals, 
mentioned in the Broadsheet scandal. 
He said former Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif and others influenced that in-
quiry to save their own skin and now 
the government under Prime Minister 
Imran Khan has decided to make those 
names public, after thorough scrutiny 
of the available material.
The Minister said that the cabinet also 
approved a bill to enhance powers of 
the auditor general of Pakistan to en-
sure transparency. He said automation 
and digitization are being introduced 

in the working of the office of auditor 
general of Pakistan. He said issuance of 
cheques will be automated to prevent 
any kind of delay and fraud.
Syed Shibli Faraz said that the PTI gov-
ernment is vigorously working on insti-
tutional reforms and the cabinet decid-
ed to make these reforms public soon.
Talking about negative impact of the 
sale of smuggled petrol in Pakistan, 
the Minister said that a crackdown has 
started against petrol pumps involved 
in selling substandard smuggled petrol, 
which poses hazards not only to the en-
vironment, but also adversely impacts 
functionality of the vehicles.
He said the sale of smuggled petrol 
is inflicting a loss of around 180 bil-
lion rupees to the national exchequer. 
He said so far 192 petrol pumps have 
sealed for selling substandard smug-
gled oil. He said such petrol pumps 
have been directed to furnish record 
of their sale and purchase within one 
week. He said that 2090 petrol pumps 
have been identified across Pakistan 
that are involved in selling smuggled 
petrol.

Keeping in view the emerging scale of Pakistan’s 
economic growth, the report had termed it inclu-

sive that benefits all people
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan has taken the lead in adopting the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development and its 17 
ambitious Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
becoming one of the first countries in the world to 
take up their pledge to transform lives and protect 
the planet, said a report of United Nations Sustain-
able Development Framework for Pakistan (UN-
SDF).
United Nations is committed to work with the 
Government of Pakistan with a grass roots level 
approach reaching people of Pakistan and make a 
lasting contribution to national development pri-
orities.
It also reaffirms its goal to take forward the prin-
ciple of “leaving no one behind” and to improve the 
living conditions of all the people in the country, es-
pecially the most vulnerable, marginalized and dis-
advantaged factions of the society, the report said.
Keeping in view the emerging scale of Pakistan’s 
economic growth, the report had termed it inclu-
sive that benefits all people.
It added that the economic growth of the country 

owing to its trajectory had the potential to ensure 
social development equitable; where women and 
men, boys and girls, and transgender individuals 
could fulfill their potential with dignity and equal-
ity of opportunity.
The report states that with the government’s tar-
geted and all inclusive policies all people would 
have access to quality services; where natural and 
cultural resources were safeguarded.
Moreover, with a sustainable development and 
rising economic growth good governance was su-
preme to be ensured in the country along with rule 
of law and where development was not just about 
today, but also about meeting the needs of future 
generations, report added. VoM

BJP-RSS regime is taking 
systematic steps in IIOJK 
to alter its demography:    

Masood Khan

Japan appreciates efforts 
of Pakistan in improving 

law and order and ensuring 
economic development: 

Japanese Envoy

WASHINGTON 
President Dr. Arif Alvi on Tuesday stressed the need 
for providing marketable skills to persons with dis-
abilities (PWDs) and asked National Vocational and 
Technical Training Commission (NAVTTC) to design 
special training modules.
Chairing a meeting on vocational training for differ-
ently-abled persons here at Aiwan-e-Sadr, the Presi-
dent stressed providing these people skilled-based 
training so that they could contribute to the develop-
ment of society.
The President emphasized the need for financial in-
clusion of PWDs as well as bringing them into main-
stream of education system.
He said that the financial and educational inclusion of 
PWDs, who constitute almost 15 percent of the coun-
try’s population, was a major challenge and it was the 
shared responsibility of society to play its role for their 
welfare by providing them skills and jobs to make 
them productive citizens of the country. 
He also stressed the need for collaborative efforts by 
the federal and provincial governments as well as the 
civil society to work for the skills development of dif-
ferently-abled persons.
Chairman NAVTTC, Syed Javed Hassan gave a presen-
tation on the initiatives, taken by NAVTCC to create an 
enabling environment for PWDs.

ISLAMABAD   
Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mah-
mood Qureshi received Ustad Moham-
mad Karim Khalili, Leader of the Hezb-
e-Wahdat-e Islami, Afghanistan, and his 
accompanying delegation, today.
During the meeting, views were ex-
changed on Pakistan-Afghanistan rela-
tions and progress in the Afghan peace 
process. The Foreign Minister reiter-
ated Pakistan’s consistent support for 
a peaceful, stable and prosperous Af-
ghanistan. He underscored that after 
the Afghans, Pakistan was the country 
most desirous of peace in Afghanistan.
The Foreign Minister underlined that 
the people of Pakistan and Afghanistan 
were linked through immutable bonds 
of history, faith, culture and traditions. 
He reaffirmed Pakistan’s commitment 
to strengthening bilateral relations 
with Afghanistan in all fields. The For-
eign Minister highlighted the various 
steps taken by Pakistan to strengthen 
bilateral and transit trade and intro-

duction of revised visa policy to facili-
tate Afghan nationals.
Foreign Minister Qureshi said Pakistan 
had always emphasized that there was 
no military solution of the Afghan con-
flict and that a negotiated political set-
tlement was the only way forward. He 
stressed the importance of an inclusive, 
broad-based and comprehensive politi-
cal solution through an Afghan-led and 
Afghan-owned peace process.
Highlighting Pakistan’s positive con-
tribution to the various milestones 
achieved so far, the Foreign Minister 
reaffirmed that Pakistan will continue 
to facilitate the Afghan peace process. 
He stressed that the Afghan leadership 
should seize this historic opportunity 
to establish lasting peace in Afghani-
stan through the Intra-Afghan Negotia-
tions.
The Foreign Minister reiterated Paki-
stan’s call on all sides to take mea-
sures for reduction in violence leading 
to ceasefire. He also cautioned against 

the role of ‘spoilers’ within and outside 
Afghanistan, who did not wish to see 
return of peace in Afghanistan and the 
region.
Foreign Minister Qureshi further ex-
pressed the hope that the return of 
peace and stability in Afghanistan 
would provide a strong impetus to 
economic development, regional inte-
gration, and connectivity, benefitting 
Afghanistan and the region. Foreign 
Minister Qureshi also emphasized Paki-
stan’s commitment to safe and digni-
fied return of Afghan refugees to their 
homeland.
Ustad Karim Khalili thanked for Paki-
stan’s consistent support to Afghani-
stan, particularly in the peace process 
and for hosting millions of Afghan refu-
gees for the last many decades. He ap-
preciated the various steps taken by 
Pakistan to strengthen trade between 
the two countries and facilitate Afghan 
nationals through revised visa policy. 
VoM

Afghan peace deliberations

Pakistan reaffirms its commitment for peace, stability in 
Afghanistan: FM

Ustad Karim Khalili admires Pak’s positive role in peace, rehabilitation of Afghanistan 

China rejects US’s move lifting restrictions on its 
relations with Taiwan

Cabinet has decided to reveal facts to expose individ-
uals involved money laundering: Shibli Faraz 

Pakistan has taken the lead in adopting the SDG 2030 
Agenda, says UN Report

President underlines to 
design special training 
modules for disabled

Minister for Interior commended the 
role and assistance of Japan in economic 

development of Pakistan
DIKHAN

Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan Mr. Kuninori 
Matsuda called on Minister for Interior Sheikh 
Rasheed Ahmed on Tuesday and discussed the 
matters of mutual interest and promoting ties 
between both countries. The Minister for Inte-
rior appreciated the role and assistance of Japan 
in economic development of Pakistan. He said 
that Japan always assisted Pakistan in challenging 
times and relations between both countries were 
very strong. He also thanked the government of 
Japan for helping Pakistan against COVID-19 pan-
demic. The Japanese Ambassador appreciated the 
efforts of Pakistan in improving law and order and 
ensuring economic development. He also lauded 
the elaborate security measures for Islamabad and 
recent decision about police check posts. Minis-
ter for Interior Sheikh Rashid Ahmad says leaders 
of Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) should 
desist from taking law into their hands.In an in-
terview with a private television channel, he said 
action could be taken against the elements found 
involved in violating laws of the land.Commenting 
on foreign funding case, he informed that Pakistan 
Tehreek e Insaf has disclosed the names of donors, 
while the Opposition party leaders could not do 
so.In reply to a question about resignation issue, 
the minister said a rift among the party members 
of Pakistan Muslim League-N, over the matter of 
resignation prevails.  
Minister for Planning and Development Asad 
Umar has said the government is promptly taking 
decisions to procure the Anti Covid vaccine.
 While on the other hand,  Asad umar Briefing the 
media persons in Islamabad on Tuesday, he said 
talks are being held with a Chinese company for 
the procurement of the vaccine.
The Minister said initially the vaccine will be ad-
ministered to the healthcare staff which will be fol-
lowed by other people.
The Minister for Planning said the government’s 
timely decisions and the responsibility demon-
strated by the masses have greatly contributed to 
check the spread of the contagion in the country.  
Asad Umar appealed the people to continue to fol-
low the precautionary measures to avoid the dev-
astation caused by the virus in the US and other 
western countries. VoM

Indian crimes against humanity, eth-
nic cleansing all indictable offences 

under international law
Islamabad

Sardar Masood Khan, President Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir, has said that the BJP-RSS regime is taking sys-
tematic steps in Indian Occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
(IOJK) to alter its demography, its geography, its state-
hood, and the rights of the people of Kashmir recog-
nized by international law.  
“Jammu and Kashmir, as we knew it and as recognised 
by the UN is disappearing before our very eyes”, he 
warned
The AJK President made these remarks while address-
ing – as a keynote speaker – a webinar on “Marginaliza-
tion of Kashmiris in the Illegally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir by Indian Government”, Other speakers at the 
event included former Senator Javed Jabbar, Chairper-
son Pakistan Peace and Culture Organisation Mishaal 
Hussain Malik and AVM (R) Shahzad Chaudhry. Acting 
President IPRI, Brig. (R) Raashid Wali Janjua hosted 
the event.
Masood Khan while speaking at the webinar said that 
last year on August 5 after Indian invaded and forc-
ibly and illegally annexed the occupied territory with 
its federation, it arbitrarily and in violation of the UN 
Security Council resolutions divided the occupied state 
into two parts and designated them as federal territo-
ries.
He said that later last year, another sinister plan was 
implemented to ruthlessly take Kashmir away from 
Kashmiris, and Pakistan where more than 2 million 
Hindus from India have been illicitly settled inside 
the occupied territory. “The real target is the illegal 
settlement of more than 5 million in the coming years. 
Kashmir will no more remain Kashmir: it will become 
Hindustan, a Hindu Rashtra, with a completely margin-
alized Muslim population”, he maintained.
The AJK President also informed his audience of how 
legal businesses of Kashmiri Muslims are being dele-
gitimized under illegal edicts and their land is being 
commandeered for settlements and Hindu enterprises. 
“Any part of the sovereign territory of Kashmiris is fair 
game for confiscation”, said the State President.
Speaking of the imposition of a counterfeit political 
class on Kashmiris, the President said that with ongo-
ing gerrymandering or redistricting, Muslims are being 
reduced to a minority even in the constituencies where 
they have been in majority. “Holding of the recent far-
cical local elections, the cycle for the total disenfran-
chisement and dispossession of Kashmiris is being 
completed”, he informed.  VoM

Chinese companies urged to invest in Pakistan with 
technology transfer


