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Government is ac-
cording priority to 

education sector and 
utilizing maximum 
available resources

Advisior tro PM

Malik Amin Aslam

Price War

Saudis plan big oil output hike  
Price War

Aramco shares fall 9% below IPO price

JEDDAH/NEW YORK/ LONDON
Saudi Arabia plans to increase oil output next 

month, going well above 10 million barrels a day, 
as the kingdom responds aggressively to the col-
lapse of its OPEC+ alliance with Russia. 

The world’s largest oil exporter started a price war 
on Saturday by slashing the prices it sells crude into 
foreign markets by the most in at least 20 years, of-
fering unprecedented discounts in Europe, the Far 
East and the U.S. to entice refiners to purchase Saudi 
crude at the expense of other suppliers.

At the same time, Saudi Arabia has privately told 
some market participants it could raise production 
much higher if needed, even going to a record of 12 
million barrels a day, according to people familiar 
with the conversations, who asked not to be named 
to protect commercial relations. 

With demand being ravaged by the coronavirus 
outbreak, opening the taps like that would throw 
oil market into chaos.In the first instance, Saudi 
production is likely to rise above 10 million barrels 
a day in April, from about 9.7 millions a day this 
month, according to people familiar with Saudi 
thinking.

“That’s the oil market equivalent of a declaration 

The Asian Telegraph

SOHAIL MAJEED BUTT
ISLAMABAD

Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa has paid tribute to all women 
of Pakistan who played pivotal role in nation 
building in all segments of society. According to 
a statement issued by the Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR), the COAS said our brave moth-
ers, sisters, daughters especially our martyrs’ 
families and those serving in armed forces 
are pride of our nation. Gen Bajwa said “Our 
tribute to all women of Flag of Pakistan, who 
have played pivotal role in nation building in all 
segments of our society.International Women’s 
Day was being observed today to raise aware-
ness against gender bias and to take action for 
equality. This year’s theme is “I am Generation 
Equality: Realizing Women’s Rights”.President 
Arif Alvi earlier today took to the micro-blog-
ging website Twitter and paid a glowing tribute 
to Pakistani women on International Women’s 
Day. The tweet read: “On #WomensDay we 
agree that Pakistan as a state & all its citizens 
must ensure for Women: Equal opportunities 
in education, health & jobs; Inclusion; Ensure 
inheritance; Safety in all spaces; No harassment 
& no violence.

China issues new policies to 
fight off poverty

Equal rights for women ensures socio-
economic development: PM
 Prime Minister Imran pledges to take measures helping women lead a safe, secure life

BEIJING
China has rolled out a slew of measures 

to strengthen social assistance for people 
most in need and fight against poverty, the 
Ministry of Civil Affairs said Sunday. A cen-
sus targeting poor people will be launched 
to ensure those eligible are covered by the 
social security system and have access to 
supportive policies, the ministry said at a 
teleconference on poverty relief.Efforts will 
be intensified to support disadvantaged 
groups, including the elderly, the disabled 
and minors who are incapable of working, 
have no source of income, and have no 
others to rely on for support, it said. The 
ministry also stressed encouraging social 
organizations to participate in poverty 
relief and accelerating the implementa-
tion of charity projects to combat poverty.
Targeted assistance will be provided for 
areas of extreme poverty, said the minis-
try, calling for more relief projects, financial 
support and personnel training for these 
regions. China’s listed securities brokers 
saw steady net profits growth in February, 
latest data showed. By March 5, 31 listed 
brokerage firms had announced their prof-
its for February. Their net profits totalled 

10.16 billion yuan (about 1.47 billion U.S. 
dollars) last month, and 25 firms saw their 
net profits surpass 100 million yuan.On a 
year-on-year basis, 18 securities brokers 
registered net profits growth in February. 
More brokerages have enjoyed the divi-
dend from the country’s capital market 
reform, which bodes well for the securities 
industry in the long term, an analyst said. 
China has pushed forward capital market 
reform in 2019, including introducing a 
landmark revision to securities law and 
launching the sci-tech innovation board, 
also known as the STAR market, which 
started trading in July.China’s centrally 
administered state-owned enterprises 
(SOEs) have been accelerating work in 
the production of meltblown non-woven 
fabric, a key material in making masks, to 
aid the anti-epidemic fight, the top state 
assets regulator said Sunday. As of March 
6, the central SOEs’ daily production ca-
pacity of meltblown non-woven fabric, 
the filtering layer in the middle part of a 
mask, had reached 26 tonnes, according 
to the State-owned Assets Supervision and 
Administration Commission (SASAC).

 ISLAMABAD
Special Assistant to Prime Minister on Information 

and Broadcasting, Dr Firdous Ashiq Awan said that 
empowerment of women is Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) government’s top priority. Addressing a special 
ceremony in connection with International Women’s 
Day in Lahore today (Sunday), she said Pakistani 
women are committed to prove their capabilities in 
every field of life.“Without the active participation of 
womenfolk in every field of life, the dream of a true 
Islamic welfare state cannot be fulfilled,” she said, 
adding that Islam gave the highest respect to women 
and all rights given to them in the UN Charter were 
already present in the Holy Quran. Referring to the 
miserable condition of Kashmiri women suffering 
gravely at the hands of Indian forces along with 
other segments of society for the last four months, 
she lamented the world institutions’ silence over it.

It must be noted International Women’s Day 
is being observed on Sunday to raise awareness 
against gender bias and to take action for equality.

President Arif Alvi on Sunday took to the micro-
blogging website Twitter and paid a glowing trib-
ute to Pakistani women on International Women’s 
Day. President Alvi quoted the founder of Pakistan 
Quaid-e-Azam, Muhammad Ali Jinnah on the role 
and power of women and shared Jinnah’s picture 

with his sister Fatima Jinnah, Mother of the Nation.
Meanwhile, spokesman for Pakistan’s foreign office, 
Aisha Farooqui on Sunday took to Twitter paying 
tribute to the resolve and perseverance of Kashmiri 
women in the face of gruesome atrocities at the 
hands of India. The tweet read: “We pay special 

tribute to all the Kashmiri women who have suf-
fered Indian atrocities Since 1989: 22,911 women 
widowed 11,179 women molested and raped 2377 
women killed Women leaders Asiya Andrabi, Nahida 
Nasreen, Fahmida Sofi & many others remain incar-
cerated #Kashmiriwomen“

Int’l Women’s Day

Women empowerment top priority: Firdous 
Pakistan pays tribute to resolve of Kashmiri women

COAS pays tribute 
all Pakistani women

Our tribute to all women who played 

pivotal role in nation building: Army Chief

Camel milk 
pasteurization 

plant being set up in 
Balochistan

ISLAMABAD
In Balochistan, two livestock 

markets are being established in 
Rakhni and Hub to facilitate the 
cattle owners of the area.  

An official of the livestock de-
partment said that the project of 
pasteurization of camel milk with 
a cost of 50 million rupees will be 
started in Washuk and Musakhel 
areas of the province. The official 
said over 104 different national 
companies would open their of-
fices in Quetta to invest with the 
Balochistan livestock department 
for development of the sector. He 
said rural poultry project under 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s 
poultry scheme with a cost of 
900 million rupees has already 
been started in different areas of 
the province. Balochistan Chief 
Minister Jam Kamal Khan on 
October 9 said that the govern-
ment was committed to uplift live-
stock and agriculture sector in the 
province. Talking to a European 
Union Cooperation delegation led 
by Milko Van Gool in Quetta, Jam 
Kamal said that the provincial gov-
ernment was taking concrete steps 
to promote Agriculture sector in 
the country. He said that the pro-
vincial government will hold the 
first-ever livestock expo in Quetta 
next month.

of war,” said a commodities hedge fund 
manager, asking not to be named due to 
the sensitivity of the situation. 

The shock-and-awe Saudi strategy could 
be an attempt to impose maximum pain 
in the quickest possible way to Russia and 
other producers, in an effort to bring them 

back to the negotiating table, and then 
quickly reverse the production surge and 
start cutting output if a deal is achieved. 
Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, 
closed down 9.4% on Friday, its biggest 
daily drop since the global financial crisis 
in 2008, settling at $45.27 a barrel.

ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Imran Khan on 
Sunday reaffirmed his pledge to 
take all the measures that would 
help the women to lead a safe, se-
cure and prosperous life. In his 
message on the occasion of Inter-
national Women’s Day, the prime 
minister said an inclusive and 
sustainable socio-economic de-
velopment could only be ensured 
by providing equal opportunities 
and a conducive environment to 
women.The prime minister added 
the observance of International 
Women’s Day was the reiteration 
of the government’s commitment 
to undertake every possible effort 
to ensure equal rights and oppor-
tunities to our women. 

 “In this effort, we are guided by 
the teachings of our religion, the 

Seerat of Holy Prophet (PBUH) and 
the core values that distinguish our 
society,” he remarked.The premier 
added it was indeed encouraging 
to see that the women were prov-
ing their mettle in every walk of life 
and achieving excellence in their 
respective fields at national and 
international level.He said that it 
was indeed encouraging to see that 
the Pakistani women were proving 
their mettle in all walks of life and 
were achieving excellence in their 
respective fields at national and 
the international level. 

“I firmly believe that inclusive and 
sustainable socio-economic de-
velopment can only be ensured 
by providing equal opportunities 
and a conducive environment to 
our women. I reaffirm my pledge 
this day to take all measures that 
would help our women to lead a 

safe, secure and prosperous life,” 
the PM office media wing quoted 
the prime minister as saying. The 
‘Aurat March’ is being carried out 
in various cities across Pakistan 
today to observe the International 
Women’s Day. The first march of 
such kind was held in 2018 by 
Hum Aurtain – a feminist collec-
tive – in Karachi, but last year it 
extended to other cities, including 
Lahore, Multan, Faisalabad, Lar-
kana and Hyderabad.  In Lahore, 
marchers gathered in front of the 
Lahore Press Club, held placards, 
played drums, chanted slogans and 
clapped. All of them called for the 
“independence of women” and de-
manding basic rights for women in 
each field of life. Later, the march 
went through Egerton road till 
Aiwan-e-Iqbal.Minister for Human 
Rights Shireen Mazari said women 
in Pakistan would be marching to 

“demand their rights in accordance 
with our religion Islam, as en-
shrined in our Constitution and in 
the commitments made by succes-
sive governments through ratifica-
tion of international human rights 
conventions”.She said that the right 
to peaceful protest is a “democratic 
right and women cannot be denied 
it”. “Women must also respect that 
right for other women. Diversity 
and tolerance — respect for the 
‘other’. #AuratMarch,” she tweeted. 
The Leader of the Opposition in the 
National Assembly Shehbaz Sharif, 
in his message on the International 
Women’s Day, said “life without 
women is incomplete and the uni-
verse is colourless.” “The Almighty 
has introduced himself (to express 
his kindness) with comparison of 
women as mothers,” he said, add-
ing that Islam has granted women 
tremendous honour and rights. 

Our correspondent

DUBAI/JEDDAH

Shares of Saudi state oil com-
pany Aramco slumped below 
their initial public offering (IPO) 
price on Sunday for the first 
time since they began trading 
in December, after OPEC’s pact 
with Russia to restrict oil sup-
plies fell apart. Aramco shares 
closed 9.1% lower at 30 riyals 
($8.00), their sharpest one day 
percentage fall, and below the 
IPO price of 32 riyals. The Saudi 
market closed 8.3% lower. Ar-
amco’s record IPO in December 
gave it a market capitalisation 
of $1.7 trillion, making it the 
world’s most valuable compa-
nyThe deal was the culmination 
of Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman’s efforts to open up the 
energy giant to outside inves-
tors and raise funds to help di-
versify the economy away from 

oil. But buyers of the shares 
were largely Saudi retail and 
institutional investors as the 
deal found little interest be-
yond the Gulf. The stock hit an 
intraday high of 38.70 riyals 
on its second day of trading, 
but has eased since then. The 
shares have fallen more nearly 
15% since thestart of the year 
amid concerns the coronavirus 
outbreak will slow oil demand 
from China and hurt the global 
economy.Oil prices have also 
slumped, and fell further on Fri-
day after a three-year pact be-
tween OPEC and Russia aimed 
at supporting the market end-
ed in acrimony when Moscow 
refused to back deeper produc-
tion cuts. OPEC responded by 
removing all limits on its own 
production. “Aramco is under 
pressure because of the failure 
of the deal,” said Marie Salem, 

head of institutions at Daman 
Securities. Other Gulf mar-
kets were also in the red. The 
Abu Dhabi stock index fell 
5.8% and Dubai’s down 7.9%. 
Kuwait bourse suspended 
trade for its premier market 
after it plunged 10%.“We ex-
pect to see Saudi Arabia, the 
UAE and other large produc-
ers in OPEC increase produc-
tion over the rest of 2020 as 
they return to a market-share 
strategy rather than price 
targeting,” said Edward Bell, 
commodity analyst at Emir-
ates NBD in a note on Sunday 
“The market-share strategy 
bears considerable risk for 
OPEC producers as fiscal po-
sitions would deteriorate and 
balance of payments crises 
and questions about the sus-
tainability of monetary policy 
re-emerge.” 

Our correspondent
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Pak-Polish Economic 
Potential 

P olish ties with Pakistan date back to World War II. In 
September 1939 the Soviet Union under Joseph Stalin had 
annexed Eastern Poland in cooperation with Nazi Germany, 
displacing many Poles, and triggering the outbreak of the 
Second World War with the Allies, including the British 
Empire. As of 2010, bilateral trade between the two coun-
tries reached $210 million. Poland helped a number of 
Pakistani companies to open offices in Poland in order to 
cater to the regional European market. Poland is considered 

to have large shale gas deposits and prominent Polish geological surveying and 
exploration companies have business and investment relations with Pakistan.  
The trading relationship between Pakistan and Poland developed during the 
Government of Prime Minister of Pakistan Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. Poland and 
Pakistan signed a trade agreement on avoidance of double taxation on September 
25, 1974. Pakistan and Poland signed another agreement on maritime trade on 
January 25, 1975. An agreement on civil aviation was signed on September 30, 
1977. Trade relations improved when President Pervez Musharraf paid a three-
day official visit to Poland in April 2007. This was the first ever visit by a head 
of state of Pakistan to Poland. During his visit, President Musharraf had many 
engagements in the Polish capital, which included official talks with his Polish 
counterpart, Lech Kaczyński, and the Polish Prime Minister Jarosław Kaczyński.  
Five bilateral agreements and memoranda of understanding (MoUs) covering 
mutually beneficial co-operation in the fields of defense, small and medium size 
enterprises, education, science, culture, economic co-operation, were signed 
with the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry. Now 
Pakistani businessmen must take advantage of business opportunities in Poland.  

. Gender Equality

T he government is promoting gender equality 
and women empowerment is high on its agenda. 
Government is reviewing all the existing laws and will 
introduce amendments to improve legislation to safe-
guard women rights and end discriminations as well 
as violence. The government was committed to em-
power women and enhance their representation in 
all spheres of life. We will be left behind if men are not 
part of efforts to empower women which is key to na-

tional development; women parliamentarians representing govern-
ment and opposition are united to bring a change in the lives of women.  
While the world has achieved progress towards gender equality and wom-
en’s empowerment under the Millennium Development Goals (includ-
ing equal access to primary education between girls and boys), women 
and girls continue to suffer discrimination and violence in every part of 
the world. Gender equality is not only a fundamental human right, but a 
necessary foundation for a peaceful, prosperous and sustainable world.  
Unfortunately, at the current time, 1 in 5 women and girls between the ages 
of 15-49 have reported experiencing physical or sexual violence by an in-
timate partner within a 12-month period and 49 countries currently have 
no laws protecting women from domestic violence. Progress is occur-
ring regarding harmful practices such as child marriage and FGM (Female 
Genital Mutilation), which has declined by 30% in the past decade, but 
there is still much work to be done to completely eliminate such practices. 
Providing women and girls with equal access to education, health care, decent 
work, and representation in political and economic decision-making processes 
will fuel sustainable economies and benefit societies and humanity at large. 
Implementing new legal frameworks regarding female equality in the workplace 
and the eradication of harmful practices targeted at women is crucial to ending 
the gender-based discrimination prevalent in many countries around the world. 
Women should join hands to achieve our common vision for a gender equal and 
inclusive Pakistan.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Int’l Women’s Day

Swift, Twain share favourite female artists

ISLAMABAD
Federal Minister for Science & Technology 

Chaudry Fawad Hussain said that the Government 
is set to award scholarships worth Rs. 12 billion 
during the current year. 

 While addressing the participants of the Global 
Development Workshop organised by the UK-
Pakistan Science Innovation Global Network 
(UPSIGN), a UK-based charity, Hussain said that 
over 70 experts and scientists have arrived in 
Pakistan to participate in the workshop. He fur-
ther said that Pakistan had partnered with the UK 
in field of research. 

Mr. Hussain apprised the participants that 
an interaction of these international ex-
perts and scientists with the President of 
Pakistan has been arranged on March 10.  
While shedding light on the progress of science 

and technology in Pakistan, Federal Minister for 
Science & Technology Chaudry Fawad Hussain said 
that Pakistan would soon introduce electric buses, 
making transportation less costly. 

He further said that the budget of science and 
technology has been increased by 600 percent.  
Interestingly, Chaudry revealed that Pakistan 
had prepared a cheaper kit for corona detec-
tion, making it conveniently affordable to de-
tect devastating Covid19 virus in Pakistan. 
While referring to the Women’s Day, Chaudry ap-
preciated the role of women for the betterment of  
Society. 

He further said that since the days of the Pakistan 
Movement, the participation of women in all the 
spheres of life is commendable. 

The UK Research Institute Lead Professor Dr. 
Nicola said that the UKRI is excited to work in 
Pakistan to address challenges aligned to the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals. 

She said that the UKRI has allocated a total of 
£1.5b for research in partnership with low and 
middle income countries to address such chal-
lenges through the Global Challenges Research 
Fund. The UKRI is investing up to £200k (Rs.40 mil-
lion) on these workshops. The Global Development 
Workshop will end on March 11, 2020. 

“This means that caution should be taken when 
selecting animals as models for human mental 
and neurological disorders.” For selected genes/
proteins, the Brain Atlas also contains microscopic 
images showing the protein distribution in human 
brain samples and detailed, zoomable maps of pro-
tein distribution in the mouse brain. 

The Human Protein Atlas started in 2003 with the 
aim to map all of the human proteins in cells, tis-
sues and organs (the proteome). All the data in the 
knowledge resource is open access allowing scien-
tists both in academia and industry to freely use the 
data for the exploration of the human proteome.

March 8, 1855 

Napoleon was six years her junior 
when he met 32-year-old Paris 
socialite Marie-Josephe-Rose de 
Beauharnais, who already had two 
children: Eugène, born in 1781 
and Hortense, born in 1783. Their 
father, Alexandre de Beauharnais, 
had been executed in 1794 during 
France’s Reign of Terror. Napoleon 

and Josephine married in 1796 and Napoleon became 
stepfather to her children.In the course of time, it was 
discovered that Josephine was incapable of having more 
children. Napoleon would divorce her in 1809 to marry 
Austrian Archduchess Maria-Louise, banking on her to 
produce him an heir, which she did with the birth of a 
son, Napoléon François Joseph Charles Bonaparte, later 
Napoleon II, in 1811. Napoleon was said to have loved 
Josephine for the rest of his life and her name was report-
edly the last word on his lips when he died in 1821. But 
back to the battlefield.While still First Consul, Napoleon 
created several new state institutions and spearheaded 
reforms that pulled the country out of chaos by consoli-
dating power in a strong central government. Among the 
big changes were to bring religion back to France through 
a pact with the Pope. Not only did Napoleonic France 
recognize Catholics, but welcomed Protestants and Jews 
on equal footing. Under Napoleon, France created its first 
central bank, the franc was introduced, and taxes were 
collected in a fair and timely manner.

Scholarships of Rs.12b to be awarded this year: Fawad 

NEW YORK

Two of the biggest stars in country music are 
celebrating International Women’s Day by 
supporting their favourite female artists. Tay-
lor Swift and Shania Twain have each shared 
playlists featuring the female artists and bands 
who they’re loving right now.Meanwhile, 
52-year-old Twain’s list focused on music by 
female country stars like Kelsea Ballerini and 
Kacey Musgraves. Writing on Twitter, she said: 
“There are so many amazing women in coun-
try music, with many more coming up and we 
don’t hear them enough!”Posting her specially 
curated playlist on Twitter, 30-year-old Swift 
said: “Let’s all celebrate together by honoring 
the women in our lives and the women out 
there pushing things forward.”

 The playlist features music from artists like 
Grimes, Charlie XCX and Selena Gomez.Mean-
while, 52-year-old Twain’s list focused on mu-
sic by female country stars like Kelsea Ballerini 
and Kacey Musgraves. 

Writing on Twitter, she said: “There are so 
many amazing women in country music, with 
many more coming up and we don’t hear them 
enough!”

Today in History

International Women’s Day International Women’s Day 

P eople around the world marked 
International Women’s Day on 
Sunday with rallies, marches and 
protests. In London, topless pro-
testers formed a human chain 
on Waterloo Bridge to highlight 
the vulnerability of women in 
the face of the climate crisis. In 
Kyrgyzstan, dozens of protesters 

were arrested after masked men attacked them at a 
rally for gender equality. On the Greek-Turkish border, 
asylum seekers marched to demand entry into the EU. 
There are now clashes between police and protesters. 
Some girls told me that men are lighting barricades, 
provoking them. “Que se vaya los machitos” chant the 
women (get out, little men). Meanwhile women from 
Chile’s frontline protesters move forward to confront 
the police. In honor of International Women’s Day, 
British art group Sand In Your Eye made a 60-meter 
portrait of climate activist Greta Thunberg in Hebden 
Bridge earlier this week. The group worked with school 
children, who help the Sand In Your Eye artists with 
the portrait, which is made with line marker paint. 
In front of Mexico’s National Palace, women gathered 

in the morning to paint the names of victims of femi-
cide since 2016. The used stencils to print the wom-
en’s first names, from a list that included over 3,000. 
It was the first year they organized this protest action 
in the capital. Femicide, which is defined as killings of 
women because of their gender, has become a subject 
of debate in Mexico because of the rising number of 
dead. Last year, over 10 women were killed daily, in 
comparison with the six daily just three years earlier. 
International Women’s Day (IWD) celebrated on the 
8th of March every year, the day is dedicated to hon-
oring the achievements and contribution of women 
in the various field all over the world, and also reflect 
upon what more needs to be done to accelerate ef-
forts for the gender equality and women’s rights. This 
year, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 
Pakistan joined hands with the Women Development 
Department (WDD), the Government of the Punjab 
and brought together a diverse group of Pakistani 
women to celebrate their remarkable achievements 
in social, economic, cultural and various fields of life.  
The inspiring event was held on 8 March in Lahore 
which attended by parliamentarians, heads of diplomatic 
missions, government officials, representatives from de-
velopment organizations, private sector, UN agencies 
and media. Women Development Department shares 
the progress of WDD since its inception in 2012. WDD 
is working closely with UNFPA to address gender-based 
violence by working towards multi-sectoral mechanism, 
the coordination mechanism would identify and evalu-
ate the essential services to be delivered by key sectors 

i.e. health, social services, police, justice and governance.
The platform will have representatives from each sector 
to promote coordination and reflection based on the ex-
periences from the field and guide policy and advocacy 
actions to be promoted within and across the sectors. 
The Women Development Department is commit-
ted to support the implementation of the Protection 
Against Harassment of Women at the Workplace Act 
2010 within government departments while working 
with Ombudsperson offices and other relevant de-
partments. The Women Development Department is 
working with UNFPA on evidence-based policy advo-
cacy, legislative reforms, collection and use of robust 
and reliable data, and establishing systems for moni-
toring as well as addressing women’s rights violations.  
UNFPA commended work done by WDD and efforts 
of the Government of Pakistan for the implementa-
tion of the Sexual Harassment at Workplace Act 2010 
including establishing mechanisms to address sexual 
harassment at workplace both at federal and provin-
cial level. UNFPA look forward to working closely with 
honorable Minister, Women Development Department 
Punjab for a meaningful, effective and close partnership.  
 

Napoleon Bonaparte marries Josephine de 
Beauharnais

FLORIDA

Google has apparently released a 
new setting for the Google Pixel 4s 
face unlocks, as it appears in the set-
tings. Called Require eyes to be open, 
it would only authorize face unlock 
with the users’ eyes open. The option 
can be uncovered if you search for 
eyes in your Pixel 4’s settings. Besides 
the obvious name, require eyes to be 
open, there’s a small explanation that 
says your eyes must be open to unlock 
the phone.
Unfortunately, tapping it takes you to 
the regular Face unlock screen, where 
the setting is still nowhere to be found. 
You may recall from early Pixel 4 leaks 
that this same setting and description 
were there, but Google removed them 
before the phone’s official launch.

 It is pertinent to note that the Google 
Pixel 4 and 4 XL both came with the 
new radar-based hardware under 
the “Project Soli”. With it, it promised 

motion-based controls and 3D face un-
lock. It delivered both, but strictly half-
baked. One of the most condemned 
aspects of “Project Soli” is that face un-
lock will unlock the device even if the 
user’s eyes are closed.

Google’s face unlock for Pixel 
4 requires users’ open eyes

Author is an Executive Editor of Mélange int’l 
Magazine and Secretary Information Center 
of Pakistan and International Relations 
(COPAIR)

SOHAIL MAJEED BUTT

Erum Akbar
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Sophie regrets her 
wedding fashion

LAS VEGAS
Sophie Turner is cringing over one of her past 
fashion choices. In a video for Elle U.K., the 
24-year-old actress took a look back at some of 
her most memorable looks throughout the years, 
one of which was the red blazer dress she wore 
to her Game of Thrones co-stars’ 2018 wed-
ding.  “Oh no,” she exclaimed after being shown 
a photo of the Louis Vuitton dress, which she 
paired with a small crossbody bag and black, 
thigh-high boots. “I’ll forever regret this look. 
One of my worst looks.”“This is at Kit [Harington] 
and Rose [Leslie]’s wedding and I had a fashion 
emergency,” she continued. “Both of my really 
classy dresses that I picked out did not fit me 
because they’d arrived the day of the wedding 
and I hadn’t had a chance to try them on, and 
they didn’t fit me.” As for her shoe choice, Turner 
said it was either thigh-high boots or nice heels, 
so she opted to cover up a bit more.

Katy Perry thanks fans 
for support

LONDON
Katy Perry has thanked her fans for their “over-
whelming support” following her pregnancy 
announcement.
The 35-year-old pop star thrilled her fans this 
week when she announced she is expecting 
her first child with her fiancé Orlando Bloom 
by dropping the music video for ‘Never Worn 
White’, which at the end showed her cradling 
her baby bump. Katy then confirmed the news 
in a subsequent Instagram Live video, admitting 
it is “probably the longest secret” she has “ever 
had to keep”. And following the announcement, 
Katy has now taken to Twitter to confess she 
was “nervous” about letting the news slip, as she 
thanked fans for showing her “love and support”.
 She wrote: “love u guys so much. was a bit nerv-
ous about sharing something so personal like the 
song n the bump n I hv never gotten this much 
love n support, it’s overwhelmingly lovely. 

Kate stuns fellow shoppers 
with low-key outing

LONDON
The Duchess of Cambridge has spent her day 
shopping for books! Kate was seen leaving 
a Waterstones store near Kensington Palace 
over the weekend, and the royal had a tote full 
of books tucked under her arm. According to 
MailOnline, the mother-of-three even asked a 
sales assistant for history and military books for 
children, suggesting that her little ones have a 
keen interest in the subjects. For the outing, Kate 
wore a bright, sky-blue turtle beck with a pair of 
denim jeans, chic black loafers and a leather bag 
with gold chain detailing.It’s been a busy week 
for Kate, who returned back home on Thursday 
night from a three-day tour of Ireland with hus-
band Prince William. Their time in Ireland was 
varied, and the royal couple’s engagements in-
cluded a meeting with the President of Ireland 
Michael D. Higgins, a commemorative cere-
mony at the Garden of Remembrance, a trip to 
Savannah House in County Kildare (which is a 
residential facility run by social justice charity 
Extern), a flying visit to Tribeton to watch Galway 
2020 acts perform, and much more.

CALIFORNIA
Former world number ones Simona Halep and 
Angelique Kerber have pulled out of next week’s BNP 
Paribas Open in Indian Wells after failing to recover 
from injuries. 
The tournament is the season’s first Premier 
Mandatory event and Romanian Halep, the reign-
ing Wimbledon champion, has not shaken off a foot 
problem. 
“I’m incredibly disappointed to have to withdraw 
from the 2020 BNP Paribas Open,” Halep, the world 
number two, said in a statement on the tournament’s 
Twitter handle.“Unfortunately, the foot injury that I 

picked up before Dubai is still causing me trouble and 
I will be unable to recover in time to travel to Indian 
Wells.” Halep, who won the Dubai title last month, was 
champion at Indian Wells in 2015. 
Three-times Grand Slam champion Kerber has not 
recovered from a leg injury and the 32-year-old is also 
set to miss this month’s Miami Open. 
“My patience is being tested these days as I’m still re-
covering from a left leg injury,” the German, last year’s 
runner-up at Indian Wells, wrote on Instagram. “I was 
hoping to be ready in time for the upcoming tour-
naments in Indian Wells and Miami, but my medical 
team advised me to give it a little bit more rest.”

PSL 2020

Lahore Qalandars beat Karachi 
Kings by 8 wickets

DUBAI

The world’s “female economy” is 
poised to outpace the economies 
of some of the biggest nations in 
the next five years, according to 
consultancy firm Frost & Sulli-
van’s latest research report. With 
more women entering the work-
force, there will be a significant 
shift in financial and economic 
power toward women, both in the 
household and professional en-
vironments. “The increasing eco-
nomic power of women will result 
in big transformations. Women 
are expected to spend more than 
$40 trillion this year, ushering 
in the need for more focused 
user-centric strategies and prod-
ucts,” said Archana Vidyasekar, 
global research director at Frost 

& Sullivan’s Visionary Innova-
tion Group.Global female income 
would reach $24 trillion annually 
in 2020, up from $20 trillion in 
2018. Women are also expected to 
control $43 trillion of global con-
sumer spending in 2020; while 
there will be 100 million more 
women in the global labor force 
by 2030. The proportion of wom-
en in professional and technical 
jobs in the Middle East is set to 
double over the next decade, but 
women in the region still face a 
higher number of challenges than 
elsewhere in the world if they are 
to bridge the gender gap. This is 
the main finding of a year-long 
survey of women’s participation 
in the economies of selected re-
gional countries including Saudi 
Arabia  by international consult-

ing firm McKinsey & Co.“The data 
shows that jobs are likely to more 
than double by 2030,” said Rima 
Assi, senior McKinsey partner 
and joint author of the report. 
“Women are not yet sufficiently 
integrated into high-productivity 
sectors in the Middle East, nor are 
they adequately equipped with 
the advanced technological skills 
required to take advantage of 
these opportunities.” The boost to 
jobs for women will come about 
through digitization, online plat-
forms, and entrepreneurship, 
she added. “Advancing the role of 
women in society and the econ-
omy is a key driver for change in 
the Middle East. Increased female 
participation in professional and 
technical jobs can turbo-charge 
economic growth in a region that 

will be significantly impacted by 
the Fourth Industrial Revolution 
making their participation all the 
more critical,” Assi said.

 It also revealed that digital in-
clusion is a “critical catalyst” for 
boosting female participation in 
professional and technical jobs 
within the region, as technology 
begins to reshape the workplace, 
offering more job opportunities 
and greater flexibility for women 
who work. Increased digital inclu-
sion would further support wom-
en’s active participation in the 
jobs of the future. But the report 
found that high inequalities per-
sist, most notably in legal protec-
tion and financial inclusion, with 
a significant number of women 
that remain unbanked. 

Saudi Arabia 
slashes April 

crude oil prices
Dubai

Aggregate credit growth of the 
UAE banking system slowed 
sharply in January largely result-
ing from decline in borrowings 
by government and government 
related entities, according to 
Central Bank data analysed by 
Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank’s 
Economics Team. Analysts ex-
pect impact of coronavirus on 
non-oil private sector could fur-
ther slowdown privates sector 
loan demand in the UAE. Latest 
central bank data showed gross 
credit contracted by 1.3 per cent 
month on month in January after 
rising by 2.2 per cent the previ-
ous month.The yearly growth 
rate softened to 4.5 per cent fol-
lowing a sharp rise in December 
of 6.2 per cent. “The monthly 
contraction was led by domestic 
loans, with government loans 
falling by 11.2 per cent month 
on month after expanding by 
15.5 per cent in December,” said 
Monica Malik, Chief Economist 
of ADCB. The sharp rise in end-
2019 of government loans and 
the January moderation was 
largely driven by Abu Dhabi. 
Credit to the government from 
Abu Dhabi banks was still 103.5 
per cent year on year higher in 
January despite the monthly fall, 
whilst total country-wide gross 
loans to the government were up 
18.4 per cent year on year.

 
Loans to the GRE segment were 

up 9.8 per cent year on year in 
January despite a monthly con-
traction of 0.8 per cent. The 

Dubai
Aggregate credit growth of the UAE bank-

ing system slowed sharply in January largely 
resulting from decline in borrowings by gov-
ernment and government related entities, ac-
cording to Central Bank data analysed by Abu 
Dhabi Commercial Bank’s Economics Team. 
Analysts expect impact of coronavirus on 
non-oil private sector could further slow-
down privates sector loan demand in the 
UAE. Latest central bank data showed gross 
credit contracted by 1.3 per cent month on 
month in January after rising by 2.2 per cent 
the previous month.The yearly growth rate 
softened to 4.5 per cent following a sharp rise 
in December of 6.2 per cent. 

“The monthly contraction was led by do-
mestic loans, with government loans falling 
by 11.2 per cent month on month after ex-
panding by 15.5 per cent in December,” said 
Monica Malik, Chief Economist of ADCB. The 
sharp rise in end-2019 of government loans 
and the January moderation was largely 
driven by Abu Dhabi. Credit to the govern-
ment from Abu Dhabi banks was still 103.5 
per cent year on year higher in January de-
spite the monthly fall.

Virus to slow UAE’s private sector  
loan demand

MANAMA
The Formula One Bahrain Grand 
Prix will be a “participants-only 
event” without spectators over the 
concerns of the coronavirus out-
break, the organizers announced 
Sunday. The announcement by 
the Bahrain International Circuit 
in a statement also said the deci-
sion was made after consultation 
with the event’s partners. “Given 
the continued spread of COVID-19 
globally, convening a major sport-

RAWALPINDI
Explosive left-handed batsman 
Ben Dunk and Captain Lahore 
Qalandars Sohail Akhtar guided 
their side to an eight-wicket win 
against Karachi Kings. In the 23rd 
fixture played at Gaddafi Sta-
dium, Qalandars opted to bowl 
first after winning the toss. Kings 
Tennis

Halep, Kerber pull out of
Indian Wells

F1

Bahrain to hold spectator-free
 race overcoronavirus concerns

lost Sharjeel Khan early in the piece. 
Babar Azam and Alex Hales rescued 
Kings from there. Babar departed after 
scoring 38 off 29 balls. Kings lost two 
wickets in quick succession, Alex con-
tinued to save the other end. 

He was joined by wicket-keeper Chad-
wick Walton from there as both added 93 
for the fifth-wicket stand. Alex brought 

his fifty in just 34 balls and con-
tinued to build from there. Wal-
ton, on the other hand, smacked 
Qalandars bowlers. 

He hit two fours and five massive 
sixes in his 20-balls cameo of 45. 
Alex finished not-out on a bril-
liant score of 80 in just 48 
balls, smashing six fours and 
five sixes. Maaz was the pick of 
the bowlers for the home side, 
claiming two for 31 runs. Qalan-
dars started the chase slowly, 
losing Fakhar Zaman in the first 
over of the innings. Moham-
mad Amir castled his stumps. 
Skipper Sohail was joined by 
Mohammad Hafeez but he 
didn’t trouble Kings’ bowlers. 
He departed courtesy brilliant 
bowling by Umer Khan. Karachi 
Kings will now face Qalandars 
at National Stadium in Kara-
chi on 12th March, Thursday. 

World’s ‘female economy’ to outperform    
big economies

Weekly Roundup

Stocks obtain thin trade over 
coronavirus concerns

KARACHI
The stock market in the outgoing 

week kept struggling for its sustain-
ability as confusion and uncertainty 
surrounded potential investors 
due to the rout in global equities. 
Economists fret over sharper than 
expected downturn in world econo-
mies as the novel coronavirus out-
break continues to invade countries. 
Other persisting factors, including 
the suspension of imports from 
China and adverse effects on the 
Asian economy have restricted the 
stock market to grow. Investors this 
week continued to dump stocks and 
plough their money in safe haven 
assets, mainly gold.Altogether, the 
Pakistan Stock Exchange’s (PSX) 
benchmark KSE 100-Share Index 

obtained only 236.05 points on 
a weekly basis as last Friday the 
Index closed at 37,983.62 as com-
pared to yesterday’s 38,219.67. On 
Friday, the Index tumbled 1,162.44 
points (2.95 percent) while wiping 
out Rs186 billion from paper value 
of corporate Pakistan. Foreigners in 
Pakistan capital market continued 
to sell off scrips valued at $2.29 mil-
lion, taking the one-month outflow 
to a staggering $60m.On Thursday, 
the PSX observed bullish trend and 
closed at 39,382.11 with a positive 
change of 475.71 points (1.22%).
On Wednesday, the stock market 
dropped 293.28 points and reached 
38,906.40. On Tuesday, the KSE-100 
Index lost 96.62 points and settled 

at 39,199.68. A total of 225,275,610 
shares were traded whereas the 
value of shares traded during the day 
stood at Rs8.763 billion. On Monday, 
stocks rebounded with the Index 

jumping 1,312.68 points or 3.34 
percent. The value of shares rose by 
Rs190 billion which is a gigantic leap 
in shares’ value in one day after May 
2019. At close on Monday, the index 

ing event, which is open to the 
public and allows thousands of 
international travelers and local 
fans to interact in close proxim-
ity, would not be the right thing 
to do at the present time,” the 
statement said. “To ensure that 
neither the sport nor its global 
supporter base is unduly im-
pacted, the race will go ahead as 
a televised event,” it added. The 
race is scheduled to be held from 
March 19 to 22.

Top jobs for women in Mideast set to double
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ISLAMABAD
Stressing upon the need for further crea-

tion of equal opportunities for the women-
folk in all fields of life, President Dr Arif Alvi 
Sunday said financial inclusion of women 
was imperative for their empowerment 
in the society. Addressing as a chief guest 

at a ceremony arranged by the Federal 
Ombudsman Secretariat for Protection 
against Harassment at Workplace 
(FOSPAH) on the occasion of International 
Women’s Day, the president underlined 
the need for making collective efforts to 
ensure women’s inheritance rights, health, 

education, violence free environment and 
equal opportunities in all strata of society.
He further linked the creation of awareness 
in the society about the importance of eco-
nomic inclusion of women along with their 
inheritance rights which were flagrantly 
denied in the society due to prevalence of 
certain outdated cultural customs in differ-
ent areas of the country. He said, “For the 
first time in the world’s history, the religion 
of Islam in very clear terms had ensured 
women’s rights to inheritance which even 
did not find place in the Western coun-
tries for long.” Such irrelevant barriers in 
the shape of cultural customs should be 
discarded with forceful adherence to the 
Islamic teachings and the contemporary 
laws. The Ulema’s role in this regard was 
critical for creation of mass awareness, he 
observed.The ceremony was attended by 
PM’s Special Assistant on Health Dr Zafar 
Mirza, PM’s Special Assistant on Social 
Protection and Poverty Alleviation Dr. Sania 
Nishtar, Federal Ombudsman Kashmala 
Tariq, Foreign Office spokesperson Aisha 
Farooqi, prominent women personalities 

and representatives of different organiza-
tions. Quoting a saying of founding father 
Quaid e Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah about 
the significance of women’s role in society, 
he said womenfolk should be provided with 
violence and harassment free environment. 
The president noted that the government 
could not alone work over these issues, it 
could enact laws, but it was the collective 
cause and responsibility of all stakeholders 
to play their parts. He also opined that drop-
out rate of the female students from the 
schools was linked to certain social and eco-
nomic conditions.Whereas in the second-
ary and intermediate levels, girl students 
were outshining the male students, but at 
the higher education level, their participa-
tion gradually diminished which indicated 
certain issues which should be addressed 
promptly, he added. The president also 
stressed upon creation of spaces for moth-
ers at their workplaces to properly look 
after their nascent babies. Paying a glow-
ing tribute to Pakistani women, President 
Dr. Arif Alvi said women are playing a key 
role in all walks of life.

DUBAI

After global investors saw $9 tril-
lion in stock market wealth perish 
in the last ten days of trading, ana-
lysts could only see more volatil-
ity ahead, particularly as oil price 
prospects suddenly turned bleak. 
“Uncertainty breeds greater mar-
ket volatility,” wrote Keith Lerner, 
chief market strategist at SunTrust. 
“Much is still unknown about how 
severe and widespread the coronavi-
rus will become.” Analysts cautioned 
investors to brace for more of this 
volatility going forward with market 
swings having become the “new nor-
mal“. The swings continue to indicate 
how nervous investors have become 
about the unfolding outbreak, they 
added.“From a market perspective, 
what we are seeing is uncomfortable 
but somewhat typical after shock pe-
riods,” Lerner added. The crude oil 
market experienced its own crisis 
with major producers struggling to 
find common ground in order to miti-
gate the biggest downshift in global 
demand since the global financial 
crisis. The OPEC members now look 
to be preparing for a price war by an-
nouncing plans to actually increase 
output. “Buckle up as oil prices will 
surely topple, but the question is 
by how much as the shock-and-awe 
Saudi strategy will propel oil markets 
into a period of radical uncertainty,” 
said Stephen Innes, chief market 
strategist at AxiCorp.The growing 
global outbreak are seen delivering 

shocks to supply and demand world-
wide, with some industries expecting 
steep losses as the outbreak rages on. 
Global airlines stand to lose $113 bil-
lion in sales if the coronavirus contin-
ues to spread, according to the latest 
assessment from the International 
Air Transport Association. U-shaped 
recovery has been pushed back to 
later in 2020 due to a harder hit to 
China’s economy in the first quarter, 
viral transmission outside China, and 
tighter financial conditions, accord-
ing to economists at S&P Global Rat-
ings, referring to a slower return to 
normal than the fast V-shaped recov-
ery that some economists had hoped 
for last month.Analysts also further 
warned of mounting expectations 
over the world’s most powerful cen-

tral bank cutting interest rates again 
at its March 17-18 meeting, further 
adding insult to injury.  The OPEC+ 
meeting was expected to agree to 
deeper cuts of 1.5 million barrels per 
day to counter the effects of the novel 
coronavirus, but Moscow refused to 
tighten supply. Fears of a price war 
were stoked as Saudi Arabia -- the 
world’s top exporter -- quickly re-
sponded by making significant cuts 
to its oil price. All the seven bourses 
in the Gulf were in the red amid a 
panic sell-off over fears that energy 
prices, the mainstay of public rev-
enues in the region, could collapse.
The Saudi stock market, the largest in 
the region, dived by 7.7 percent min-
utes from the opening bell on Sunday, 
the first day of the trading week. 

FRANKFURT

The European Central Bank has 
told most of its over 3500 staff to 
work from home on Monday to 
test how it could cope with a shut-
down over coronavirus concerns, 
a spokesperson said Sunday. The 
ECB has canceled most of its pub-
lic events over the next month but 
said that its rate-setting Governing 
Council meeting would go ahead 
as scheduled on Thursday.“The 
ECB has facilities in place for large 

scale remote working and Monday 
9 March will serve as a precaution-
ary test for the infrastructure but 
also for ECB staff in case such large 
scale usage of the facilities becomes 
necessary at some point,” a spokes-
person said. The ECB is expected to 
unveil further stimulus on Thurs-
day to help the economy cope with 
consequences of the coronavirus 
outbreak as travel restrictions, fall-
ing stock markets and already evi-
dent breakdowns in value chains is 
sapping confidence.

China to donate $20m to global fight against virus

MIRPUR

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi on Sunday said that whole 
Muslim Ummah is condemning New 
Delhi riots and stands behind the 
Muslims of India and feels the grief 
and pain they are suffering. Talking 
to media in Multan on Sunday, he 
said that the international commu-
nity should take notice of gross hu-
man and religious rights’ violations 
of minorities and massacre of Mus-
lims in India.

The foreign minister said that the 
way ordinary Muslims were target-
ed and their properties ransacked 
in New Delhi, while the police re-
mained inactive, is a dangerous be-
ginning which if not checked could 
engulf the whole of India. He said 
attacks are also being held against 
Christians and other minorities in 
India as well. Qureshi thanked the 
Muslims of Bangladesh who openly 
demonstrated to demand the can-
cellation of Indian delegation visit 

ISLAMABAD

Business community have widely 
hailed result oriented hectic efforts 
of the Punjab Governor Muham-
mad Sarwar Chaudhry for muster-
ing European Union (EU) support 
in getting two years extension of 
Generalised System of Preferences 
plus (GSP-Plus) for Pakistan en-
deavouring to strengthening na-
tional economy. SAARC Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (CCI) 
president-designate and veteran 
trade leader Iftikhar Ali Malik in 
his statement issued here on Sun-
day urged the business community 
to diversify their exports to capi-
talise on this opportunity to the 
optimum.He said since the grant 
of GSP Plus in 2014, Pakistan’s ex-
ports to the European Union have 
enhanced from 4.538 billion eu-
ros in 2013 to 7.492 billion euros 
in 2019, registering an increase 
of 65 percent. “The main sectors 

that benefited from GSP Plus have 
been textile and garments, which 
besides earning foreign exchange 
for the country, provided employ-
ment opportunities, especially for 
females,” adding he said Pakistan 
can now export textile goods to Eu-
ropean member countries till 2022 
without having to pay duties, add-
ing that it would increase exports 
worth $1 billion.

Virus hits over 100 
countries: WHO

ANKARA

One hundred and one countries 
and regions have reported con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 as of 
Sunday morning, World Health 
Organization (WHO) spokesper-
son Fadela Chaib told Xinhua.

 A total of 105,427 confirmed 
cases were reported globally 
as of 6:00 CET (0500 GMT) 
Sunday, among which 3,583 
patients have died, the spokes-
person said. In a statement 
released, the WHO said the 
spread of COVID-19 can be sig-
nificantly slowed or even re-
versed through implementing 
robust containment and con-
trol activities as the number of 
cases worldwide has surpassed 
100,000.

China and other countries are 
demonstrating that the spread 
of the virus can be slowed and 
its impact reduced through the 
use of universally applicable ac-
tions, the WHO said, referring 
to measures such as working 
across society to identify people 
who are sick, making sure they 
receive care, following up on 
contacts, preparing hospitals 
and clinics to manage a surge 
in patients, and training health 
workers. 

The WHO underlined that con-
taining and slowing the spread 
of the virus helps buy time for 
health systems and all of society 
to prepare and for researchers 
to identify effective treatments 
and develop vaccines.

Hostile powers don’t wish Afghan peace

World must notice Muslims’ massacre in India: FM
Qureshi pays tribute to courageous women of occupied Kashmir

Equity markets plunge as OPEC deal collapses
No end in sight for volatility in virus-ridden markets

Virus test

ECB tells staff to work from home

Nagar Kirtan celebrations

Sikh pilgrims visit Kartarpur 
Darbar Sahib

ISLAMABAD

The Chinese government has decid-
ed to donate 20 million U.S. dollars 
to the World Health Organization 
(WHO) to support it in carrying out 
international cooperation in fight-
ing the outbreak of novel coronavi-
rus disease (COVID-19). 

Since the outbreak of the COVID-19, 
the WHO, under the leadership of 
Director-General Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, has played an impor-
tant role in promoting other coun-
tries to strengthen their prevention 
awareness and tackle the epidemic 

in a scientific and rational way, and 
in helping relevant countries im-
prove their health system capacity, 
which have been widely recognized 
by the international community.Chi-
na highly appreciates WHO’s under-
standing and support to the coun-
try’s work in epidemic prevention 
and control. Currently, the world 
is facing an escalating urgency of 
making global efforts in the joint 
prevention and control of the CO-
VID-19, as the disease has broken 
out in multiple places and spread to 
more countries around the world.
As a response to the WHO’s appeal, 
the donation is practical support for 

the organization to continue play-
ing a better coordinating role in the 
global fight against the epidemic, 
especially in helping medium and 
small-sized countries with weak 
public health systems cement their 
defense against the outbreak.Virus 
knows no boundaries, and to help 
others is to help one.

 China will continue to work with 
other countries for mutual help, 
contribute to safeguarding regional 
and international public health se-
curity, and promote the building of a 
community with a shared future for 
humanity.

Business leader hails bids 
for GSP Plus extension

President for financial women’s inclusion for their empowerment

At least 585 Sikh pilgrims on Sun-
day have arrived at Kartarpur Dar-
bar Sahib barefoot to celebrate the 
custom of Nagar Kirtan.  

According to details, 58,311 pil-
grims have visited the darbar from 
India so far while 9,904 Sikhs from 
United States, Canada, Australia, 
Malaysia and Singapore have also 
offered their prayers at Kartar-
pur.On the other hand, the record 
shows that 98 Sikhs residing in 
Pakistan have also toured the holy 
site. The darbar authorities told 
that proper screening of the pil-
grims is being carried out however, 
no case of coronavirus has been 
found so far. Kartarpur Corridor 
for Sikhs across the world is one of 

the holiest shrines. It is the same 
place where Sikh religious leader 
Guru Nanak spent days leading up 
to his death.It is the place where 
Guru Nanak after a long pilgrim-
age of almost three decades finally 
decided to settle. It is believed that 
Guru Nanak spent his last years in 
Kartarpur farming and spreading 
the message of peace. Guru Nanak 
lived at Kartarpur Ravi for over 17 
years and this place became the 
principal seat of Sikh faith. Kartar-
pur Corridor has been welcomed 
enthusiastically by the Sikh com-
munity, and also represents a rare 
instance of co-operation between 
the two countries, which have 
fought three wars against each oth-
er since independence.

to their country in response to mas-
sacre of Muslims in New Delhi. He 
also expressed gratitude to the Mus-
lims of Afghanistan who held dem-
onstrations in Kabul and Kandahar 
to denounce the killings of Muslims 
in India. FM Qureshi also eulogized 
the role of Iranian leadership and 
it’s Supreme Leader in expressing 
solidarity with Indian Muslims. Re-
garding the visit of OIC Secretary 
General s Special Envoy for Kashmir, 
the foreign minister said all facts 
were placed before the special en-
voy regarding situation in Occupied 
Kashmir, adding that the envoy will 
present a detailed report to the OIC 
Secretary General for further course 
of action. “People and government 
of Pakistan fully stand by their 
Kashmiri brethren who are not 
alone in their just struggle for right 
to self-determination,” Qureshi said. 
To a question regarding situation in 
Afghanistan, he said intra Afghan 
dialogue will lead to talks to chart 
the course of their future direction. 


