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According to this view, de-
mocracy is a product of west-
ern culture, and it cannot be 

applied to the Middle East 
which has a different cul-

tural, religious, sociological 
and historical background.

Turkish President

Recep Tayyip Erdogan

CPEC cooperation, China construction giant CCECC 
shares construction experience with Pakistan

Saudi Arabia, Qatar opt rapprochement, airspace, land and 
sea borders opens 

The Asian Telegraph

2nd round of Intra-
Afghan talks resumes 

RAWALPINDI
The second round of Intra-Afghan talks be-
tween the Afghan government and the Tali-
ban is being held in Doha, Qatar on Tuesday. 
In a statement, negotiating team of Afghan gov-
ernment said their consultations on the agenda 
of the negotiations have ended and they are 
ready to enter the new phase of the process. 
Afghan negotiating team said end of violence 
is a priority for them in talks with the Taliban. 
The statement quoted Debora, “A cessation in 
fighting would create a better atmosphere for 
talks, provide hope to the people, and allow hu-
manitarian actors to deliver much-needed winter 
assistance to Afghans across the whole country.” 
United Nations will remain in close contact and 
ready to support negotiating parties as the second 
round of peace is set to soon begin in Doha, Qatar. 
This comes as the Peace negotiating team from 
the republic side left for Qatar, Sayed Saadat 
Mansoor Naderi indicated the negotiators held 
86 meetings with different layers of Afghan so-
ciety during the break, and the top demands of 
the Afghans are nationwide ceasefire and peace. 
Mohammad Masoom Stanekzai, the lead body of 
negotiators expressed his hope that both sides of 
negotiating teams would reach a result that rep-
resents the overall demands of the Afghan people. 
Chief negotiator Mohammad Masoom 
Stanekzai said he hopes that both sides of 
the negotiations reach a result that repre-
sents the demands of the Afghan people. 
A permanent end should be put to bloodshed in the 
country, he added.

Oil gains as OPEC+ talks wobble over February disagreement
Majority of members, including 
Saudi Arabia, opposed Russia’s 

proposal for another supply hike
Bureau Reporter

UNITED NATIONS  
Oil edged higher ahead of a re-

sumption of OPEC+ talks that were 
unexpectedly suspended due to a disa-
greement over whether to raise output 
in February as the coronavirus contin-
ues to surge.

Futures in New York gained toward 
$48 a barrel after dropping the most in 
2 weeks on Monday. Discussions will 
restart on Tuesday after a majority of 
members, including Saudi Arabia, op-
posed Russia’s proposal for another 
supply hike.

The talks are happening against a 
shaky short-term demand backdrop. 
England was ordered into a third lock-
down until mid-February, Germany is 
set to extend its curbs and Japan is con-
sidering another state of emergency for 
the Tokyo area. Several Asian refiners 
won’t be getting into long-term sup-
ply contracts for fuel sales this year, a 
sign the region’s energy consumption 
recovery is far from certain, although a 
cold snap in the northern hemisphere is 

aiding demand for heating fuels.
Crude had risen to near $50 a bar-

rel earlier on Monday, aided by a weak 
dollar. The early stages of Covid-19 vac-
cine roll-outs have stoked optimism that 
demand will rebound with the global 
economy, and oil has emerged as a 
trade to hedge inflation. But with so 
many mobility curbs still on the hori-
zon, the threat to consumption remains 
significant.

“There are not many places where we 
are seeing a relaxation of restrictions,” 
said Warren Patterson, head of com-
modities strategy at ING Group. “They 
have little option but to maintain cur-
rent cuts.” 

Moscow and Riyadh’s initial positions 
in the OPEC+ supply talks were dia-
metrically opposed, with Saudi Arabia 
arguing to rescind the 500,000-bar-
rel a day supply increase this month 
and Russia wanting a hike of the same 
amount, delegates said. The Saudis later 
indicated rolling over current output 
levels into February would be accept-
able, they said. Moscow appears to be 
outnumbered but the alliance requires 
consensus before concluding talks.

The discussions come at a time when 

gasoline demand is going to get worse 
before it gets better, Energy Aspects 
Ltd. co-founder Amrita Sen said in a 
Bloomberg TV interview. Demand data 
in the first half of 2021 is going to be 
negatively impacted by the pandemic, 
she said.

Iran, meanwhile, seized a South 
Korean-flagged oil tanker in the Strait of 
Hormuz on Monday, the latest in a series 
of shipping incidents in the Persian Gulf, 
just hours before announcing it would 
increase its nuclear activities. Anxiety in 
the region is rising as President Donald 
Trump’s administration enters its final 
weeks. Reuters

CCECC Pakistan Branch was of-
ficially established in 2015 and has 
been committed to strengthening 

the construction of CPEC
BEIJING

China Civil Engineering Construction 
Corporation (CCECC) Deputy General 
Manager of Asia Pacific Division, Dong 
Zhihong said on Tuesday that his company 
worked out measures to adapt to local con-
ditions and shared its experience with the 
Pakistani side during the construction.

The natural, geographical and cultural en-
vironments of China and Pakistan are very 
different from each other, so during construc-
tion, we worked out measures to adapt to 
local conditions and shared our construction 
experience with our Pakistani friends, he said 
in an interview with China Economic Net.

Take the mountainous areas in Pakistan as 
an example. It is difficult to conduct construc-
tion work there as the geological conditions 
are not that favorable.

Therefore, blasting, protection and sup-
port of high slope, tunneling and excavation 
technologies are applied to the construction 
project site after certain improvement and 
optimization, Dong added.

As per Dong, a joint venture led by CCECC 
signed a construction contract for the up-

grade and renovation of the main runway 
18L-36R of Allama Iqbal International 
Airport (AIIAP) with Pakistan Civil Aviation 
Authority (PCAA) last August.

At present, the commencement order was 
issued by employer, and work including the 
take over of the site, the construction of tem-
porary camps for administration office and 
dormitory, the construction of temporary fa-
cilities (batch plant, canteen) and the removal 
of existing avionics facilities on runway was 
completed.

Also, a mobilization meeting held last 
November had CCECC employees ready for 
24-hour non-stop day and night construction, 
with workers running on two shifts and ma-
chines running to ensure quality and quantity 
of timely completion.

The ratio of local employees on site is very 
high, and the ratio of Chinese and Pakistani 
employees is about 1:5 to 1:10 according to 
different types of work, which creates a lot 
of employment for the locals,� Dong further 
mentioned.

CCECC also has edge in water supply and 
rail transportation, so we are also looking for 
good investment opportunities in Pakistan in 
days to come, such as highways, water sup-
ply plants, power plants, and so on,� noted 
Dong. 

Pakistan Army 
expresses extended 

solidarity with brave 
Kashmiri brethren

COAS expressed satisfaction over positive 
developments in Afghan Peace Process, 

efforts made for regional peace, stability
Rawalpindi 

Pakistan Army has expressed complete solidar-
ity with resilient and brave Kashmiri brethren till 
realization of their just cause in accordance with 
their aspirations and relevant UN Security Council 
resolutions.
This resolve was expressed at 238th Corps Com-
manders’ Conference held in Rawalpindi today 
(Tuesday) with Army Chief General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa in the chair.
The participants undertook a comprehensive re-
view of regional and domestic security environ-
ment with special focus on situation along the 
borders, internal security and other professional 
matters of the Army.
The Forum reiterated that with the blessing of 
Almighty Allah, the determined Kashmiris shall 
succeed in their freedom struggle as decades of 
atrocities by Indian Occupation Forces have failed 
to suppress their ever strengthening movement. 
The military commanders also expressed satisfac-
tion over positive developments in Afghan Peace 
Process and efforts made for regional peace and 
stability.Dilating upon the current security envi-
ronment, the corps commanders noted that de-
feat of complete threat spectrum is only possible 
through a comprehensive national effort, where all 
segments of the society play their rightful role. The 
forum specially discussed the ongoing security sit-
uation along the Line of Control, Working Bound-
ary and Eastern Border. It noted that training and 
professional pursuits must remain our prime focus 
to enhance operational preparedness and thwart 
any possible misadventure.
Speaking on the occasion, General Bajwa said high-
est standards of capability and maintaining cutting 
edge at all levels is vital to meet all challenges in 
tandem with other elements of national power.

Pakistan demands implementation of the 
UN resolutions on the Kashmir dispute

ISLAMABAD
The Senate resumed its session at the Parliament 

House in Islamabad today (Tuesday) with Chairman 
Sadiq Sanjrani in the chair. 

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi has reit-
erated Pakistan’s resolve to continue extending po-
litical, moral, and diplomatic support to Kashmiris’ 
just struggle for right to self-determination.

Speaking in the Senate this afternoon, he said 
we have to give a clear and strong message to our 
Kashmiri brethren and the international community 
that Pakistan will stand by the people of Kashmir 
till resolution of Kashmir dispute in light of the UN 
Resolutions.

The Foreign Minister said India has deployed 
900,000 troops to subjugate voice of the people 
of Kashmir, but it will not succeed in breaking 
Kashmiris’ resolve and determination.

He said today the entire Kashmiri nation has be-
come sick of New Delhi’s Hindutva policies.

He said every citizen of Pakistan is an advocate of 
Kashmiris’ freedom struggle and he will continue 
this mission till resolution of the Kashmir issue.

Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs Ali 
Muhammad Khan has said freedom is the basic right 
of the oppressed Kashmiri people and sacrifices of 
thousands of Kashmiri people will soon bear fruit.

Participating in the discussion, he said Pakistan will 

continue its diplomatic support for their cause and 
raise the matter on all relevant forums.

The Minister of State said it is our collective re-
sponsibility to acknowledge support the Kashmiris 
people.

He demanded the implementation of the United 
Nations resolutions on the Kashmir dispute.

The Senate today unanimously passed a resolution 
condemning the grave human rights violations in 
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir.

The opposition leader Raja Zafar Aul Haq moved 
the resolution which demanded an immediate re-
lease of Kashmiri activist and political leader, Asiya 
Andrabi, who is incarcerated in Tihar Jail in India. 
Those who participated in the discussion include 
Raja Zafar ul Haq, Sherry Rehman, Musaddik Malik, 
Ayesha Raza Farooq, and Mian Attique Sheikh.

The house has been adjourned to meet again at 
10:30 am on Friday. VoM

Pakistan to continue its political, moral & 
diplomatic support to Kashmiris: FM

‘Inclusive’ GCC summit to lead 
members to ‘reunification’: Saudi 

crown prince
RIYADH  

Saudi Arabia reopened its airspace 
and land and sea borders with Qatar 
on Monday, in a breakthrough agree-
ment aimed at ending the three-year 
diplomatic dispute with Doha.

The full deal is expected to be 
signed on Tuesday at the annual 
summit of Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) leaders in the northwest-
ern Saudi city of AlUla, attended 
by Qatari emir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al-Thani.

The Anti-Terror Quartet — Saudi 
Arabia, the UAE, Egypt and Bahrain 
— imposed a diplomatic, trade and 
travel embargo on Qatar in June 
2017.

Recent mediation efforts have been 
led by Sheikh Nawaf Al-Sabah, the 
emir of Kuwait. “Based on Sheikh 
Nawaf ’s proposal, it was agreed to 
open the airspace and land and sea 
borders between the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia and the state of Qatar, 

starting from this evening,” Kuwaiti 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Sabah said on Monday.

White House special adviser Jared 
Kushner, US President Donald 
Trump’s son-in-law, is expected to 
fly to the Kingdom to witness the 
signing on Tuesday, along with US 
Middle East envoy Avi Berkowitz 
and Brian Hook, a special State 
Department adviser, Reuters re-
ported. “We’ve had a breakthrough 
in the Gulf Cooperation Council rift,” 
a senior Trump administration of-
ficial said.

Under the emerging agreement, 
the four countries will end the 
blockade of Qatar, and in exchange, 
Qatar will not pursue lawsuits re-
lated to the blockade. Saudi Arabia 

is committed to achieving the “su-
preme interests” of Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states and other Arab 
countries, the Kingdom’s Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman an-
nounced on Monday.

The crown prince said the upcom-
ing GCC summit, to be held in Saudi 
Arabia on Tuesday and chaired by 
King Salman, would be a compre-
hensive and “inclusive” summit, one 
that led members to “reunification”, 
that reinforced the path toward 
prosperity and one of solidarity 
in the face of challenges that the 
Middle East region is facing.

He also said it would be a summit 
which would work toward achiev-
ing the aspirations of King Salman 
and his brothers, the leaders of the 
GCC states.

The crown prince also prayed for 
the security, stability, solidarity and 
cohesion of the GCC states, accord-
ing to the Saudi Press Agency.

The crown prince’s announce-
ment came as Kuwait announced the 
Kingdom would reopen its borders 
and airspace to Qatar. Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan said for over seven 
decades, the life of Kashmiris in Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir has been a chron-
icle of state-sponsored cruelty and terrorism. He 
said owing to Indian intransigence, the UN Secu-
rity Council has failed to fulfill its pledge to the 
Kashmiri people. Imran Khan said India has un-
leashed a new reign of terror in the illegally oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir since August 2019.
The Federal Cabinet has approved procurement 
of Covid-19 vaccine to protect human lives on 
time and emergency basis.The cabinet, which 
met in Islamabad today (Tuesday) with Prime 
Minister Imran Khan in the chair, also approved 
setting up of an inspection committee to improve 
the quality of country’s exports of the fisheries 
sector. The committee will be responsible for in-
spection of fish processing plants in the country.
It granted approval to the appointment of mem-
bers Press Council of Pakistan. The cabinet also 
offered Fateha for departed souls of martyred 
labourers of Machh incident, Osama Satti, died 
of police firing in Islamabad, and martyrs of the 
armed forces. Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid 
Ahmed called on Prime Minister Imran Khan in 
Islamabad today (Tuesday) and briefed about his 

visit to Quetta.
The Minister visited Quetta on the special in-
structions of the Prime Minister and met the Haz-
ara community.
Political situation across the country was also dis-
cussed during the meeting.  Law Minister Farogh 
Nasim and Advisor on Interior and Accountabili-
ty Shahzad Akbar called on Prime Minister Imran 
Khan in Islamabad today (Tuesday).During the 
meeting, they discussed important legal and con-
stitutional matters, way forward for resolution of 
problems, and future strategy.The Prime Minister 
was apprised about the strategy for taking court 
cases to their logical conclusion in a swift and 
prompt manner.Farogh Nasim briefed the Prime 
Minister that 99.5 percent cases received by the 
Law Ministry have been disposed of. He said 100 
cases are being deposed of on daily basis.The 
Prime Minister appreciated the pace of conclud-
ing court cases.
Prime Minister Imran Khan directed to activate 
the Punjab Cooperative Department to ensure fi-
nancial assistance to farmers.This was expressed 
by the Prime Minister during a meeting with 
Punjab Law Minister Raja Basharat in Islamabad 
today.The provincial minister apprised the Prime 
Minister about the changes being made in Pun-

jab to bring the old laws in line with the existing 
rules.
On the other hand,   Pakistan has strongly con-
demned the latest extra-judicial killings by the 
Indian occupation forces of three Kashmiri youth 
in Srinagar on 29 December last year.
In a statement, Foreign Office Spokesperson Za-
hid Hafeez Chaudhri said the families and neigh-
bors of the martyred Kashmiris have affirmed 
that the young boys were innocent, who visited 
Srinagar on the fateful day and became victims of 
Indian state-terrorism.
He said it is doubly inhuman that the bodies of 
the three martyrs are not handed over to their 
families for a proper burial, despite repeated ap-
peals by the families.
The Spokesperson said this is a new form of op-
pression that the Indian occupation forces are 
now resorting to in order to break the will of the 
Kashmiri people. They will never succeed in this 
attempt.
He said Pakistan reiterates its call for an inde-
pendent inquiry under international scrutiny to 
investigate the extra-judicial killings of Kashmiris 
by Indian occupation forces in Indian illegally oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir and to bring the per-
petrators of these heinous crimes to justice. VoM

PM urges UN for granting right to self-determination to Kashmiris
Federal Cabinet approves procurement of Covid-19 vaccine to protect human lives  

Ending Saudi-Qatar 
feud, Pak appreciates 

positive developments 
in the gulf politics

Pakistan strongly condemns terrorist 
attacks in Niger

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan welcomes the decision by the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia and the State of Qatar to reopen the 
land, air and sea borders between the two coun-
tries. We also appreciate other steps being taken 
by the countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC), which will contribute to resolution of out-
standing issues between the countries of the orga-
nization persisting for almost four years. Pakistan 
lauds the positive role played by the Emir of Kuwait 
towards the resolution of the differences between 
the countries of the GCC. His persistent and sincere 
efforts, and cooperation of the GCC countries, led 
to this important and amicable outcome. We hope 
that the GCC Summit, being held today in Riyadh, 
will further build on these encouraging develop-
ments and lead to enhanced confidence and coop-
eration among the countries of the organization. 
Pakistan continues to accord high importance to 
its relationship with the Gulf Cooperation Council, 
as well as its bilateral relations with all GCC coun-
tries. 
Pakistan condemns in the strongest terms the ter-
rorist attacks in Tchombangou and Zaroumdareye 
border villages in Niger’s Tillaberi region, in which 
so many precious lives were lost and a number 
of innocent people were injured. Pakistan stands 
shoulder-to-shoulder with the brotherly govern-
ment and people of Niger and shares their anguish 
at these cowardly and mindless acts of terrorism. 
We extend our deepest sympathies and heartfelt 
condolences to the bereaved families and pray for 
the speedy recovery of those injured. Pakistan re-
iterates its condemnation of terrorism in all forms 
and manifestations. We remain in strong support 
and solidarity with the government and people of 
Niger in this hour of grief and sorrow.
Pakistan has strongly condemned the latest extra-
judicial killings by the Indian occupation forces of 
three Kashmiri youth in Srinagar on 29 December 
2020. VoM
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 India’s Arms Race

South Asian security archteteure predmoantly whrils around the 
military o indusrial complex and arms race between the regional 
content ing actors. This arms race has drastically increased since 
the 1970s. Identity politics has been one of the leading factors be-
hind these conflicts, closely followed by injustice meted to people 
belonging to religious and ethnic minority groups. Considering the 

strategic instability in the region, with India constantly pushing Pakistan as 
a rival it can be said that India has rather failed to maintain peace and stabil-
ity in the region while being indulged in an arms race against its neighbor. 
India continues to languish in the strategically-vulnerable position of being 
the world’s second-largest arms importer, just behind Saudi Arabia. An arms 
race occurs when two or more countries increase the size and quality of mili-
tary resources to gain military and political superiority over one another. 
Similarly, arms deduction is the entire opposite of the arms race to promote 
peace and security. However, countries like India in their egoistic quarrels with 
their neighbors on issues like land disputes continue to a proliferation of arms 
eventually leading themselves towards war. Recently, India has accelerated the 
domestic and foreign purchase of arms in the light of a border to border clash 
between Chinese and Indian troops. Furthermore, India’s defense budget rose 
to $73.65 billion for the 2020-2021 tenure. India has spent 12 years since its 
1998 atomic tests operationalizing “credible minimum deterrence.” Now, it 
is an ideal opportunity for a reassessment. By seeking atomic arms control, 
India could help itself and South Asia to increment nuclear stability while 
legitimizing its arms development. In this manner, India could unmistak-
ably build up itself as a responsible state with atomic weapons. India, which 
has two nuclear-armed neighbors with whom it does not enjoy the best of 
relations, should explore nuclear arms control as a tool for balancing out its 
atomic relations and improving regional security. 

Global Warming and its 
Effects on Earth

Our climate is controlled by patterns of temperature, wind, 
atmospheric pressure, humidity, and rainfall throughout an 
extensive period. There are various atmospheres around the 
globe, for example, tropical, dry, and moderate. The atmos-
phere of a zone decides its seasons and when they come and 
go. This, thusly, influences the kind of plants that grow and 

which species endure. The species and places we love rely upon perplex-
ing ecosystems, and even little changes to the atmosphere can disturb the 
sensitive equilibrium of nature. As human beings, each part of our life is 
dependent on the natural environment. This incorporates the food we eat, 
the air we inhale, the water we drink, the garments we wear and the items 
that are made and offered to make occupations and drive the economy. In 
Earth’s history before the Industrial Revolution, Earth’s climate changed due 
to natural causes not related to human activity. Most often, global climate has 
changed because of variations in sunlight. In the contrary, the influence of 
these natural causes is too small or occurs too slowly. However, the current 
global warming has accelerated due to human activities which influence 
climate with a fleet of satellites and surface instruments. Currently, the earth 
has been facing hotter days. As per records, the year 2019 was the hotter 
year than 2018, the record breaking cycle continues with all upcoming years. 
Increased ocean temperatures are melting glaciers and ice caps all over the 
world. Melted ice increases the amount of water in our oceans. Intense cli-
mate events like bushfires, cyclones, droughts and floods are becoming addi-
tionally recurrent and more extreme as a result of global warming. Warming 
waters are bleaching coral reefs and driving stronger storms. Rising ocean 
acidity threatens shellfish, including the tiny crustaceans without which 
marine food chains would collapse.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Social Media and Free Speech

With the advent of social media and becoming a 
mainstream platform for sharing of ideas, freedom 
of speech has gone through an evolution. The abil-
ity of social media platforms to make every user a 
publisher and removing the gatekeepers of informa-
tion also helped in overcoming the state-censorship. 
This unique ability of social media has its pros and 
cons like at one end it provided us with an oppor-
tunity to democratize the expression and access to 
diverse public discourses but on other hand, it had 
broadened the impact and harm done through dis-
information and hate speech. 
The racial hatred campaign, islamophobia and other 
social menaces have swollen to another level due to 
the social media platforms. Social media sites allow 
the rapid spread of all speech, whether protected or 
not, and such messages spread around the world, 
and sometimes stir people into action. Such as social 
media platforms have become a powerful tool for the 
social and political movements, as we have seen its 
role in the Arab Spring, the London riots, Crimean 
crisis and the Occupy Wall Street movements. The 
misinformation spread on social media in times of 
this ongoing pandemic is exemplary which com-
pelled the decision-makers to regulate the flow of 

information. This shows that the role of social media 
companies has become very important over the pe-
riod, rendering these non-state actors as a significant 
institution of the society and a power source, or in 
few cases, regulators of information. However, the 
world has witnessed the abuse of this power by the 
social media giants for their corporate interest in 
ways that stifle our speech and threaten democracy. 
The case of 2016 US elections is pertinent in this 
regard, where the social media platforms were used 
to whip votes in favour of republican party by a third 
actor. This shows that the mass-media platform has 
become a decisive power which although supports 
the freedom of speech but also allows an actor to 
meddle in the democratic process. In the case of 
Pakistan, the incumbent government has raised 
several questions on the legitimacy of civil move-
ments in the country, which have been fueled by so-
cial media platforms. In this wake, the government 
of Pakistan took action and approved the new rules 
for social media on January 28, 2020, called “Citizens 
Protection Rules 2020”. Previously, the country had 
banned the video sharing and streaming platforms 
like YouTube and Tik-Tok as well. Now the officials 
from the government have stated that these new 
rules will help to stop the fake news and remove 
the content, which is aimed to spread terrorism and 
terrorism and instigate people for violence. The crit-
ics of this development say that these regulations 
may lead to mass censorship. This again leads to the 
deadlock and a dilemma that whether the platform 
is furthering the freedom of speech or misusing the 
democratic pillar for an actor’s interest.
The dilemma of the freedom of speech on the social 
media platforms is evident from the US President 

Donald Trump’s accusing statements where he 
lashes the Google and other platforms for misinfor-
mation and suppressing the voice of a particular bloc 
but he has become a popular opinion shaper through 
the use of Twitter.
Even though algorithms have been deployed by these 
social media giants on their platforms as a measure 
of private censorship to avoid the incidents of hate 
speech and disinformation along with stopping other 
violations of their terms and agreements, but still the 
machine is not smart to read between the lines and 
understand the context of the text.
The censorship alarmists and fanatics, both are in a 
state of dilemma, and it is understood that although 
this debate is in its nascent phase of exploration, 
we have to use other laws and tools to constrain 
the power of social media companies. Apart from 
this debate, there is another question that with the 
humungous power social media platforms have 
amassed during last decade or so, they have become 
the prime manipulator and manager of the percep-
tion of masses at large. It is to understand that at 
these social media platforms, we are not only a user 
or consumer of information but also the product. To 
upkeep the ideal values of freedom of speech and 
uphold this pillar of democracy, the governments are 
taking actions but who can guarantee that after the 
state-imposed regulations and censorship of content 
on these online platforms, the free speech will be 
protected, especially in the conservative countries.

The GCC’s biggest digital art gallery is coming to the UAE
BEVERLY HILLS

Art aficionados, rejoice — the UAE is 
set to become home to the biggest and 
most comprehensive digital art gallery 
in the Gulf. 

In partnership with InfinityArt and 
Culturespaces Digital, the Infinity des 
Lumières will be located at the foot of 
the famous Burj Khalifa, on the second 
floor of the Dubai Mall, which is visited 
by 80 million people per year, making 
it a strategic location.

The 2,700 square meter space will 
boast 130 video projectors, 58 speakers 
and 3,000 HD digital moving images. On 
its two floors, the digital art center will 
host several immersive digital exhibi-
tions devoted to classical, modern, and 
contemporary artists.

Inspired by the Atelier des Lumières 
in Paris, the digital art center will cut 
the proverbial ribbon with an inaugu-
ral immersive exhibition devoted to 
renowned Dutch painter Vincent Van 
Gogh. The exhibition will run simul-
taneously with “Dreamed Japan,” an 
immersive journey into Japanese art 
and Thomas Vanz’s sound installation 
“Verse.”

Catherine Oriol, Director of Infinity 
des Lumières, explained in a state-
ment, “Visitors will have infinite pos-

sibilities to be at the centre of art, fully 
immersed and connected to it. The in-
spiring exhibitions speak universally 
to different audiences, of all ages and 
cultural backgrounds.”

Further announcements, includ-
ing information on launch dates, 
ticket prices, and the 2021 exhibi-
tion program, will be revealed early 
this year.

NASA Explores Upper Limits of Global Navigation 
Systems for Artemis

SHANGHAI
The Artemis generation of lunar explorers 

will establish a sustained human presence 
on the Moon, prospecting for resources, 
making revolutionary discoveries, and 
proving technologies key to future deep 
space exploration.

To support these ambitions, NASA 
navigation engineers from the Space 
Communications and Navigation (SCaN) 
program are developing a navigation ar-
chitecture that will provide accurate and 
robust Position, Navigation, and Timing 
(PNT) services for the Artemis missions. 
Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) 
signals will be one component of that archi-
tecture. GNSS use in high-Earth orbit and 
in lunar space will improve timing, enable 
precise and responsive maneuvers, reduce 
costs, and even allow for autonomous, on-
board orbit and trajectory determination.

 GNSS refers to PNT satellite constella-
tions operated by the U.S., the European 
Union, Russia, China, India, and Japan. GPS, 
the PNT constellation created by the U.S. 
Air Force, is probably the example most 
Americans are familiar with. On Earth, 
GNSS signals enable navigation and pro-
vide precise timing in critical applications 
like banking, financial transactions, power 

grids, cellular networks, telecommunica-
tions, and more. In space, spacecraft can 
use these signals to determine their loca-
tion, velocity, and time, which is critical to 
mission operations.

“We’re expanding the ways we use GNSS 
signals in space,” said SCaN Deputy Director 
for Policy and Strategic Communications 
J.J. Miller, who coordinates PNT activities 
across the agency. “This will empower 
NASA as the agency plans human explo-
ration of the Moon as part of the Artemis 
program.”

Spacecraft near Earth have long relied 
on GNSS signals for PNT data. Spacecraft 
in low-Earth orbit below about 1,800 miles 
(3,000 km) in altitude can calculate their 
location using GNSS signals just as users 
on the ground might use their phones to 
navigate.

Islamabad 
Speaker Gilgit-Baltistan Assembly Amjad 

Hussain Zaidi  cal led on Speaker National 
Assembly Asad Qaiser at  Parliament House.

Issues of  mutual  interest  and overall  po-
l i t ical  s i tuation of  the country special ly 
Gi lg i t  Bal t istan  came under  discussion . 
Speaker Asad Qaiser congratulated Amjad 
Hussain Zaidi  on assuming the office of  the 
Speaker Gilgit-Baltistan Assembly.

The Speaker said that  Gilgit-Baltistan is 
an integral  part  of  Pakistan and the incum-
bent government is  committed to the de-
velopment and prosperity of  the area.  He 
said that Government of  Pakistan has initi-
ated priority steps for its  social-economic 
development .

Referring to CPEC,  Speaker said that the 
projects  under CPEC wil l  usher in a  new 
era of  development and prosperity in the 
region.  He said that Gilgit-Baltistan’s  role 
in CPEC is  pivotal .  He further said that GB 
has immense natural  potential  which can 

be used to significantly increase the devel-
opment of  the area.  He proposed a commit-
tee in GB Assembly to oversee the projects 
in the area.  He also informed that  public 
and stakeholders engagement is  imperative 
for achieving the desired results of  CPEC. 
He informed that  in  this  regard a  series 
of  consultation with stakeholders ,  intel -
l igentsia ,  government off ic ials  and busi-
ness community and a sitt ing would also 
be arranged in Gilgit  tentatively in March, 
this  year.

Speaker Asad Qaiser said that  a  compo-
nent in CPEC amounting to $1 bil l ion has 
been reserved for  education,  vocat ional 
training and tourism development ,  there-
fore in order to fully materialise the f inan-
cial  al location necessary planning be done 
for its  full  uti l isation.  He said that the peo-
ple’s  sense of  deprivation would be eradi-
cated by redressing the injustices done to 
them in the past .

G i l g i t - B a l t i s t a n  S p e a ke r  A m j a d  H u s s a i n 
Zaidi  thanked the Speaker National  Assembly 
and appreciated his  sentiments for the de-
velopment of  Gi lgit-Balt istan.  He said that 
undoubtedly CPEC project is  the guarantor of 
development and prosperity of  Pakistan es-
pecially Gilgit  Baltistan.  He said that people 
of  GB had reposed confidence in the PTI in 
the recent elections and the government will 
try to come up to their  expectation.

Appris ing  the  Speaker,  Amjad Zaidi  said 
that  as  per vision of  Prime Minister Imran 
Khan,  steps  were being taken on priori ty 
basis  for  development of  GB.  He said that 
Gi lgit-Balt istan has been blessed with im-
mense tourism potential  and provision of 
infrastructure in the tourism sector can fur-
ther improve the l iving standards of  the peo-
ple of  the area.  He said that With the timely 
completion of  ongoing projects under CPEC 
projects,  the goals of  economic development 
in Gilgit-Baltistan can be achieved.

GB integral part of PAKISTAN & has a pivotal role in CPEC, NA Speaker

The writer is a Digital Editor at Melange 
International Magazine and Assistant Editor at The 

Asian Telegraph

TAT Special

Awais Siddique

On January 6, 1838, Samuel Morse’s 
telegraph system is demonstrated 
for the first time at the Speedwell 
Iron Works in Morristown, New 
Jersey. The telegraph, a device which 
used electric impulses to transmit 

encoded messages over a wire, would eventually 
revolutionize long-distance communication, reach-
ing the height of its popularity in the 1920s and 
1930s.Samuel Finley Breese Morse was born April 
27, 1791, in Charlestown, Massachusetts. He at-
tended Yale University, where he was interested 
in art, as well as electricity, still in its infancy at 
the time. After college, Morse became a painter. In 
1832, while sailing home from Europe, he heard 
about the newly discovered electromagnet and 
came up with an idea for an electric telegraph. He 
had no idea that other inventors were already at 
work on the concept.Morse spent the next sev-
eral years developing a prototype and took on 
two partners, Leonard Gale and Alfred Vail, to 
help him. In 1838, he demonstrated his inven-
tion using Morse code, in which dots and dashes 
represented letters and numbers. In 1843, Morse 
finally convinced a skeptical Congress to fund 
the construction of the first telegraph line in the 
United States, from Washington, D.C., to Baltimore. 
In May 1844, Morse sent the first official telegram 

over the line, with the message: “What hath God 
wrought!”Over the next few years, private compa-
nies, using Morse’s patent, set up telegraph lines 
around the Northeast. In 1851, the New York and 
Mississippi Valley Printing Telegraph Company 
was founded; it would later change its name to 
Western Union. In 1861, Western Union finished 
the first transcontinental line across the United 
States. Five years later, the first successful per-
manent line across the Atlantic Ocean was con-
structed and by the end of the century telegraph 
systems were in place in Africa, Asia and Australia. 
Because telegraph companies typically charged 

by the word, telegrams became known for their 
succinct prose–whether they contained happy or 
sad news. The word “stop,” which was free, was 
used in place of a period, for which there was a 
charge. In 1933, Western Union introduced sing-
ing telegrams. During World War II, Americans 
came to dread the sight of Western Union couri-
ers because the military used telegrams to inform 
families about soldiers’ deaths. Over the course of 
the 20th century, telegraph messages were largely 
replaced by cheap long-distance phone service, 
faxes and email. Western Union delivered its final 
telegram in January 2006.

January 06,1838, Samuel Morse demonstrates the telegraph
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Model Imaan Hammam 
stars in latest Versace 

campaign

DUBAI
Moroccan-Egyptian-Dutch model Imaan Hammam 
is the face of the latest Versace Spring 2021 “Flash” 
campaign. The catwalk star is photographed wearing 
pieces from the brand’s new offering in the adverto-
rial, which was lensed by fashion photography duo 
Mert Alas and Marcus Piggott. 
One photo sees the 24-year-old wearing a black 
blazer and fitted snakeskin trousers. Her second look 
sees her sporting a black minidress accessorized with 
leather platform boots and a lavender handbag, while 
for her third look, Hammam donned a pair of cropped 
trousers and a top. 
She stars in the new campaign alongside Sudanese 
model Adut Akech and British model Louis Baines.
Hammam, who was born to a Moroccan mother and 
an Egyptian father, has come a long way since her 
runway debut in September 2013. She was scouted 
in her hometown by an agent at Amsterdam’s Central 
Station before making her catwalk debut at Jean Paul 
Gaultier’s Fall 2013 Couture show four years later.
Today, she is one of fashion’s most in-demand mod-
els. A runway fixture for major luxury labels, the cat-
walker  has walked for the likes of Fendi and Prada 
to name a few. She has also appeared in campaigns 
for DKNY, Tiffany & Co. and Céline. VoM

Dua Lipa gets emotional over 
‘Future Nostaliga’ stream 

success

DUBAI
Dua Lipa recently took to social media to showcase 
her gratitude and appreciation for fans after her new 
album Future Nostaliga made shockwaves on online 
streaming platforms.
The Grammy award winning singer took to Instagram 
to celebrate the success and simultaneously thank her 
fans for their undying support during troubled times.
The post read, “Just found out we hit over 3 BILLION 
streams on Future Nostalgia in 2020! THANK YOU!!!!!! 
This album has changed my life in so many ways and 
I’m so happy it’s found a home with you too!!!!!!”

Miley Cyrus sheds light on 
her relationship rules in 

the covid-19 era

DUBAI
Midnight Sky singer Miley Cyrus recently spilled the beans 
behind her covid-19 dating crisis, relationships and the 
importance of maintaining personal boundaries during a 
candid discussion.
According to IANS, she claimed, “The only time that I ever 
felt like I was acting in my personal life is in relationships 
that were no longer working for me.”
“So I just encourage people to be logical – don’t drown in 
emotion, make your [expletive] list, look at what somebody 
is contributing and what someone is subtracting from your 
life, and then make an executive decision. If you’re not happy, 
get the [expletive] out.”
Near the end, the Grammy award-winning singer shed light 
on her current dating habits and admitted, “It’s been a really 
interesting and challenging [time] for any sort of dating or 
meeting people.”
In regards to her decision to date amid a pandemic the singer 
assured fans by saying, “I am definitely not going to be doing 
anything that’s irresponsible for myself or for other people 
… it’s just ridiculous for anybody that won’t take the right 
precautions to keep each other safe. It’s [expletive] up.” VoM

Melbourne’s The Westin canceled 
plans to house tennis players during 
two weeks of quarantine ahead of 

the tournament
Bureau Reuter
MELBOURNE  

Australian Open organizers were forced 
to find new quarantine accommodation 
for players Tuesday after a hotel pulled 

out, reportedly because of concerns from 
residents.
Organizers of the year’s first tennis grand 
slam confirmed they had secured new 
hotel accommodation after Melbourne’s 
The Westin canceled plans to house tennis 
players during two weeks of quarantine 
ahead of the tournament.
“Several hotels in Melbourne have already 
been secured, including a replacement for 

the Westin, to safely accommodate the in-
ternational playing group,” organizers said 
in a statement.
Local media reported that a legal threat 
from several permanent residents in the 
luxury hotel had scuppered the plan to host 
players there.
The news comes 10 days before the first 
players are expected to arrive in the city.
The start of the opening Grand Slam of 2021 
has already been delayed until February 8, 
to allow players to undergo a mandatory 
14-day quarantine imposed on all over-
seas arrivals before taking part in a week 
of warm-up tournaments.
Melbourne only emerged from a months-
long lockdown in October following a 
second wave of COVID-19, complicating 
planning for the Grand Slam.
Australia has largely contained the corona-
virus, although fresh outbreaks in Sydney 
and Melbourne have forced authorities to 
reintroduce some restrictions, including 
state border closures.

Staff Report
Karachi

Former Pakistan pacer Aaqib 
Javed, who is currently the head 
coach of PSL franchise Lahore 
Qalandars, is of the opinion that 
Misbahul Haq isn’t suitable for 
the head coach role of the Men 
in Green.
While speaking to reporters in 
Lahore, Javed said that even a 
school team won’t give Misbah 
the responsibility of coaching 
the side.
“Waqar Younis and Misbahul 
Haq had no coaching experi-
ence but they were still given 
the roles with the national side. 
People who took this decision 
should be held accountable,” 
said Javed, who was part of 

Pakistan’s 1992 World Cup win-
ning side.
“Looking at Misbah’s coaching, 
I don’t think even a school will 
give him this job,” he added. 
“Professional coaches should 
be with the team, only then the 
situation will improve.”
He also brushed aside the no-
tion that he wants to join the 
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)’s 
coaching setup.
“I will never coach the Pakistan 
team because there is lack of re-
spect for individuals in the cur-
rent PCB system,” he said.
He also urged PCB to take seri-
ous action for the betterment 
of the country’s cricket, sooner 
rather than later.
“Wasim Khan and company 

don’t take into account the 
ground realties, which is why 
there are many administrative 
issues within the PCB,” he said.
“If the board does not take steps 
for the betterment of Pakistan 
cricket, our cricket will suffer 
the same fate as hockey,” he 
added.  

Benchmark index falls 36.03 points 
to settle at 44,650.43

Bureau Report
KARACHI

The Pakistan Stock Exchange endured 
lacklustre activity on Tuesday as weak in-
vestor sentiment snapped a four-session 
winning streak and as a result the bench-
mark KSE-100 index closed down by 36 
points.

Weak global cues, coupled with a drop 
in international equity markets, prompted 
market participants to offload stocks.

Encouraging cement sales, which depicted 
a growth of 11% in December, led to a turn-
around in cement and steel stocks after they 
attracted modest selling on Monday.

Earlier, trading began with a plunge, how-
ever, buying activity during early hours 
helped pare losses and pushed the index up-
wards. A lack of positive triggers that could 
give direction to the market weighed on in-
vestors’ sentiment and they took a cautious 
position, with the index ending the session 
with a slight loss.

At close, the benchmark KSE-100 index re-
corded a decrease of 36.03 points, or 0.08%, 
to settle at 44,650.43 points.

Arif Habib Limited, in its report, stated 

that the market came under selling pres-
sure from the start of trading session, which 
was primarily caused by overnight decline 
in crude oil prices as well as profit-booking 
in power, oil and gas marketing and ferti-
liser sectors.

Cement and steel stocks bounced back 
after Monday’s selling activity on the back 
of a healthy growth in cement dispatches.
Chemical sector stocks also performed well 
on the close of quarter and anticipation of 
better earnings, the report said.

Overall, trading volumes rose to 582.4 mil-
lion shares compared with Monday’s tally 
of 540.8 million. The value of shares traded 

during the day was Rs24.2 billion.
Shares of 409 companies were traded. At 

the end of the day, 221 stocks closed higher, 
179 declined and nine remained unchanged.

Hum Network was the volume leader with 
68.8 million shares, gaining Rs0.24 to close 
at Rs6.02. It was followed by Pak Refinery 
with 58.2 million shares, gaining Rs1.7 to 
close at Rs24.4 and TRG Pakistan with 31.1 
million shares, gaining Rs4.03 at Rs87.77.

Foreign institutional investors were net 
sellers of Rs74.6 million worth of shares 
during the trading session, according to 
data compiled by the National Clearing 
Company of Pakistan.

Bureau Report
DUBAI 

Egypt’s tourism revenues fell to 
about $4 billion in 2020, down from 
$13 billion the previous year, amid 
the global pandemic that severely 
damaged the sector worldwide.

However, Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Khaled Al-Anani said 
that the country’s focus has shifted 
from visitor numbers to remaining 
a safe destination despite the coro-
navirus outbreak.

Al-Anani said: “We witnessed 
a great year in 2019 in terms of 
numbers and revenues, and also 
the first two months in 2020 were 8 
percent higher in terms of numbers 
and revenues, with 2.4 million tour-
ists visiting the country at that time.

“The goal now is not to measure 
the number of tourists, but to say 
that Egypt is a safe tourist desti-

nation even amid the coronavirus 
crisis.”

Egypt closed its hotels in March 
when the outbreak began, but 
reopened them after about two 
months with about 25 percent ca-
pacity and, later, 50 percent.

“We are working to build a tourist 
reputation and encourage tourists 
to visit after the crisis ends. The 

number of hotels that have ob-
tained licenses to operate accord-
ing to the new regulations after the 
pandemic is about 700 out of a total 
of 1,200,” Al-Anani said.

Egypt reopened its airports to 
international commercial flights at 
the beginning of July.

“The foreign tourism occupancy 
rates in our hotels currently aver-

age between 10 and 15 percent of 
the 2019 numbers,” the tourism 
minister said.

He said that the Egyptian 
Federation of Tourism Chambers 
is expected to sign a contract with 
a foreign company within a week to 
work out a tourism strategy that in-
cludes all destinations and markets. 
The plan is due to be completed by 
May.

The largest number of tourists 
Egypt recorded was in 2010 — be-
fore the January 2011 uprising that 
toppled Hosni Mubarak — when the 
country had 14.7 million visitors 
and revenues reached $12.5 billion.

Al-Anani said that Egypt will an-
nounce two archaeological discov-
eries during January, as well as a 
contract to operate a new museum 
due to open in the second half of 
2021.

Saudi flour mill trans-
fer gets $540m boost

Bureaau Report
Jeddah

Saudi Arabia took the latest 
step in the privatization of the 
Kingdom’s flour mills with the an-
nouncement on Monday of a $540 
million deal.

Al-Raha Al-Safi Food Co, con-
sisting of Al-Mutlaq Group, Al-
Safi Holding Co., Abunayyan 
Trading Co. and Essa Al-Ghurair 
Investment LLC, announced it has 
completed the acquisition of the 
First Milling Company (MC-1) for 
$540 million.

The deal was facilitated by the 
National Center for Privatization 
(NCP) and the Saudi Grains 
Organization (SAGO).

MC-1 is the largest of the four 
milling companies and is part of 
SAGO’s privatization plan of Saudi 
flour mills and grain silos. The 
company was previously owned 
by the sovereign wealth fund the 
Public Investment Fund (PIF).

“The acquisition represents an 
attractive opportunity for the 
private sector to invest in one of 
the largest flour markets in the 
Middle East and North Africa with 
high and appealing growth rates, 
and to further boost private sector 
productivity and improve prod-
uct quality,” said Tariq Al-Mutlaq, 
chairman of Al-Raha Al-Safi Food.

“The company plans to invest in 
human resources, technologies, 
and to develop innovative prod-
ucts that address the evolving 
needs and requirements of our 
business clients and discerning 
consumers in Saudi Arabia,” he 
added.

The agreement aligns with the com-
mon goal of APICORP and ACWA Power 

to accelerate the energy transition in 
the MENA region and globally through 

green technologies
Bureau Report

LONDON/TOKYO
ACWA Power, the Riyadh-headquartered de-

veloper and operator of power generation and 
desalinated water production plants, has signed 
a $125 million financing deal with the Arab 
Petroleum Investments Corporation (APICORP), 
it was announced on Monday.

The five-year Shariah-compliant corporate 
facility will be used by ACWA Power to develop 
its pipeline of future projects.

The agreement aligns with the common goal 
of APICORP and ACWA Power to accelerate the 
energy transition in the MENA region and glob-
ally through green technologies, which currently 
constitute more than 15 percent of the financing 
portfolio of APICORP.

The facility will be used to finance invest-
ments by ACWA Power in renewable projects. 
The company is 50 percent owned by the Public 
Investment Fund and is one of the main agen-
cies for the Kingdom’s initiatives in domestic 
and global renewable energy, and high-tech 
water desalination processes.

Managing director of corporate banking at 
APICORP, Nicolas Thévenot, said: “Backing the 
sustainable development of the Arab energy sector 
through innovative financing solutions continues to 
be a strategic priority for APICORP.”

He added: “Worldwide and across the MENA 
region, we are witnessing a concerted drive to ac-
celerate the share of renewables in the energy mix 
through the adoption of innovative, low-carbon 
technologies and solutions. This agreement further 
cements our longstanding and fruitful partnership 
with ACWA Power to build a renewable, more sus-
tainable energy future.”

ACWA Power’s Chief Portfolio Management 
Officer and Acting Chief Investment Officer Rajit 
Nanda said: “Pursuing renewable energy develop-

ment is the cornerstone of ACWA Power’s growth 
strategy, and we are focused on enabling trans-
formative solutions to help reduce carbon footprint 
and increase the share of renewable energy in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and globally. 

“The timely closing of this facility has also further 
strengthened ACWA Power’s relationship with 
APICORP, a long-term financial partner.”

Last month, Saudi Arabia and Azerbaijan signed 
groundbreaking agreements for $300 million 
worth of renewable energy projects in the Caspian 
country. ACWA Power will develop Azerbaijan’s 
first wind power development in collaboration 
with local entities, in three deals that could her-
ald further joint energy projects between the two 
countries.

ACWA Power signs $125m finance deal to fund its pipeline of future projects

Bureau Report
MADRID

Jose Mourinho on Monday labeled 
Tottenham’s League Cup semifinal 
against Brentford as the most im-
portant match of his reign.
Mourinho’s side host second-tier 
Brentford on Tuesday looking to 
reach the League Cup final against 
Manchester United or Manchester 
City.
Tottenham are without a major tro-
phy since winning the 2008 League 
Cup and Mourinho is desperate to 
end that drought.
Mourinho, who has lifted the 
League Cup four times in his career, 
believes the significance of winning 
silverware this season makes the 
Brentford game more important 
than any other since he took charge 
in November 2019.
“Yes, I think so. In the perspec-
tive of the club chasing silverware 
for many years, I would say so,” 
Mourinho said.
“Of course we always have impor-
tant matches, last season we had 
a match at Palace that would give 
us participation in this season’s 
Europa League or not.
“The match against Leeds was very 
important as we went a few games 
without a victory in the Premier 
League but I would say a semifinal 
is always a very important match. 
The only one more important is a 
final.”
Mourinho has won the competition 
three times with Chelsea and once 
with Manchester United.
It was his first trophy in English 
football back in 2005 and he in-
sisted it remains a worthwhile tour-
nament despite some clubs fielding 
weakened teams.

“I won the Carling Cup in my 
first season after a few months 
in England in 2004-05, so for me 
every competition is different and it 
doesn’t matter the club where you 
are or the ambitions you have,” 
Mourinho said.
“That is my way of looking at 
things, especially at a club with-
out silverware for more than one 
decade.
“After more than one decade, every 
competition becomes more impor-
tant and if we win two matches we 
win a trophy.
“Two difficult matches, of course, 
but if we win we get a trophy which 
I think would be a very good thing 
for the club and for the players.
“It is about my club, it is about the 
players who want trophies, it is 
about fans who want trophies.”
If Tottenham make it to the final, 
which has been moved to April, 
they are set to face an even more 
congested fixture list in the second 
half of the season as they challenge 
on four fronts.
Their schedule has not been helped 
by last week’s postponement of 
their Premier League game with 
Fulham, who had a coronavirus 
outbreak, and Mourinho doesn’t 
want Tottenham to face four games 
in a week as they did at the start of 
the season.

KSE-100 snaps four-session winning streak

Australian Open forced to switch player quarantine hotel

Mourinho ready for ‘big-
gest game’ of his reign at 

Spurs

Misbah isn’t suitable for school coaching, let alone 
Pakistan team: Javed
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Bureau Report
LONDON  

Global equity indexes were mostly higher 
on Tuesday after Wall Street started the 
year with losses on Monday, while the 
U.S. dollar weakened. Investors anxiously 
awaited, however, Tuesday’s dual Senate 
run-off races in the state of Georgia that 
are expected to determine the balance of 
power in Washington.
A Democratic victory in both contests 
could tip control of the U.S. Senate away 
from Republicans, potentially boosting 
the agenda of Democratic President-elect 
Joe Biden.
“Investors are taking a wait-and-see atti-
tude...There’s a lot to be concerned about 
- not only in the U.S. with the elections but 
also because of the different strains of the 
virus that are now being reported around 
the globe,” CFRA chief investment strate-
gist Sam Stovall said.
Both Georgia senatorial elections are tight 
and the results may not be immediately 
known, which could lead to a repeat of the 
fraught vote re-counts that followed the 
U.S. presidential election in November.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average rose 
5.88 points, or 0.02%, to 30,229.77, the 
S&P 500 gained 7.26 points, or 0.20%, to 
3,707.91 and the Nasdaq Composite add-

ed 67.70 points, or 0.53%, to 12,766.15.
The pan-European STOXX 600 index lost 
0.30% and MSCI’s gauge of stocks across 
the globe gained 0.24%.
In the currency markets, the dollar fell 
against a basket of major currencies after 
China lifted its official yuan exchange rate 
by its highest margin since it abandoned a 
dollar peg in 2005.
The Chinese move helped support de-
mand for other currencies and kept MS-
CI’s emerging-market currency index near 
the record high it had hit on Monday.
In the offshore market, the yuan strength-
ened as far as 6.4419 for the first time 
since June 2018. It started the week at 

6.4944.
The British pound recovered from a tum-
ble on Monday after a surge in COVID cas-
es in the United Kingdom forced another 
nationwide lockdown until mid-February.
The dollar index fell 0.198%, with the 
euro up 0.18% to $1.227. Sterling was last 
trading at $1.3587, up 0.13% on the day.
Earlier, in Hong Kong, China Mobile, China 
Unicom, and China Telecom rallied after 
the New York Stock Exchange suddenly 
scrapped plans to de-list the companies’ 
shares following a U.S. executive order.
Both Brent and U.S. crude futures were 
up sharply, and spot gold added 0.2% to 
$1,946.57 an ounce.

Iran began enriching uranium 
Monday to levels unseen since 

its 2015 nuclear deal with world 
powers
BRUSSELS  

The European Union said Tuesday it 
would redouble its efforts to save the 
Iran nuclear agreement despite what 
it calls Tehran’s “important breach” of 
commitments made in the 2015 deal by 
starting to enrich uranium to new levels.
EU spokesman Peter Stano said that 
Iran’s actions “will have serious im-
plications when it comes to nuclear 
nonproliferation.” Stano said it was 
in everyone’s interest to rescue the 
deal and said the 27-nation bloc “will 
strengthen” its attempts to make sure 
all adhere to the commitments made 
in the landmark deal.
Iran began enriching uranium Monday 
to levels unseen since its 2015 nuclear 
deal with world powers. The decision 
appeared aimed at increasing Tehran’s 
leverage in the waning days in of-
fice for U.S. President Donald Trump, 
whose unilateral withdrawal from the 
atomic accord in 2018 began a series 
of escalating incidents.
Increasing enrichment at its under-
ground Fordo facility puts Tehran a 
technical step away from weapons-

grade levels of 90%. Iranian Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said 
the action was “fully reversible” if oth-
er partners in the deal fully complied 
too, without elaborating.
Iran informed the International Atom-
ic Energy Agency of its plans to in-
crease enrichment to 20% last week.

Iran’s decision to begin enriching to 
20% purity a decade ago nearly trig-
gered an Israeli strike targeting its 
nuclear facilities, tensions that only 
abated with the 2015 atomic deal, 
which saw Iran limit its enrichment 
in exchange for the lifting of economic 
sanctions.

Company contributed around 47 
percent, 29 percent and 36 percent 

towards the country’s total oil, 
natural gas

ISLAMABAD 
The Oil and Gas Development Company 
Limited (OGDCL) has carried out 975 Line 
Kilometers (L-KMs) of 2D seismic surveys 
in its various operational areas during first 
quarter of the current fiscal year.
The surveys were aimed at expediting hy-
drocarbon exploration activities and mak-
ing the country self-reliant in the energy 
sector.
“In its efforts to augment oil and gas re-
serves, OGDCL during the period under 
review has acquired 975 Line Kilometers 
(LKMs) of 2D seismic data in comparison 
to 556 LKMs in the corresponding period 
of last year,” according to an official docu-
ment available with APP.
The acquired seismic data represented 80 
percent of total 2D seismic data acquisition 
in the country.
Moreover, the company processed 1,271 
LKM of 2D seismic data and 1,800 Square 
Kilometer of 3D data using the in-house 

resources.
In the first quarter of fiscal year 2020-21, 
the company produced around 36,221 
36,221 BPD crude oil, 904 MMCFD gas and 
714 TPD LPG gas during first quarter of 
the current fiscal year despite coronavirus 
pandemic and natural decline in existing 
hydrocarbon deposits.
The OGDCL, during corresponding period 
of the last year, had extracted 37,560 Barrel 
Per Day (BPD) crude oil, 960 million Cubic 
Feet Per Day (MMCFD) gas and 702 Ton Per 
Day (TPD) Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG).
The company contributed around 47 per-
cent, 29 percent and 36 percent towards 
the country’s total oil, natural gas and Liq-
uefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) production re-
spectively during the three-month period.
Last year, OGDCL had completed 3,407 L-
KMs 2D and 1,324 Sq. KMs 3D seismic sur-
veys in its various operational areas during 
the last fiscal year aimed at expediting hy-
drocarbon exploration activities and mak-
ing the country self-reliant in the energy 
sector.
Besides, around 5,582 L-KMs of 2D and 
4,977 Square Kilometers of 3D seismic data 
was processed.

BRI, CPEC had maintained a positive momentum 
since its inception in 2013

BEIJING 
Pakistan Ambassador to China Moin ul Haque has saiid 
that following the uncertainties brought by the COVID-19 
pandemic which has affected the entire global economy, 
speculation as to whether CPEC, a key project under the 
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), will continue according to 
schedule has become louder.
“However, despite this speculation and the global pan-
demic, CPEC (China-Pakistan Economic Corridor) proj-
ects will march forward based on the consensus reached 
between the leadership of the two countries,” he told the 
Global Times in an interview.
The ambassador’s comments came after some Indian me-
dia reported that China is backing away from its initial fi-
nancial commitments to Pakistan under CPEC, citing data 
of Boston University researchers in the United States.
However, the Chinese Foreign Ministry denied these 
groundless reports, saying as an important pilot project 
of the BRI, CPEC had maintained a positive momentum 
since its inception in 2013.
According to Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Zhao Lijian, 
the CPEC projects are being advanced as the two sides 
held the second meeting of the CPEC Joint Working Group 
on International Cooperation and Coordination.
The ambassador, who also attended the meeting, in-

formed that during the meeting, the two countries reaf-
firmed that the CPEC was an open and inclusive initiative 
that welcomed third party participation.
“We therefore invite third parties to join us in this ‘trans-
formational project’, which is bringing a new hope of 
economic prosperity to the people of Pakistan and the 
broader region,” he added.
About progress amid the pandemic, Ambassador Haque 
said 19 projects under CPEC had been completed and 28 
were under implementation.
Citing the Lahore Orange Line Metro project, he said the 
project, the first mass-transit project of its kind in Paki-
stan which was launched in October, would provide effi-
cient and affordable transport services to the 10 million 
residents of Lahore. VoM

Pakistan, Iran vows joint measures 
to eliminate drugs trafficking & 

ensure border security 

US-based body urges 
President Biden to 
support oppressed 
Kashmiris’ cause

ISLAMABAD 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation has con-
demned incarceration of Kashmiri leader Asiya 
Andrabi and her two female associates in Tihar 
Jail in India on baseless charges.
OIC’s Independent Permanent Human Rights 
Commission, in a statement, rebuked the pro-
longed illegal and inhuman of detention of Asiya 
Andrabi and others under the controversial Un-
lawful Activities Prevention Act.
The Commission reiterated its strong concerns 
over the growing incidents of illegal detentions 
of human rights and political activists, members 
of civil society and journalists by the Indian secu-
rity forces under the impugned draconian laws 
such as the Armed Special Forces Power Act, 
Public Safety Act and the Unlawful Activities Pre-
vention Act.
The Commission urged the United Nations, OIC 
countries, and international human rights com-
munity to lean on the Indian government to im-
mediately release Ms. Andrabi and her associ-
ates and all other political prisoners.
It emphasized on ensuring a free and fair trial, re-
vocation of discriminatory laws, and restoration 
of all fundamental freedoms of Kashmiris. VoM

ISLAMABAD   
Pakistan on Tuesday vowed to continue supporting 
Kashmiris in their just struggle for the right to self-
determination, urging the United Nations to honour 
its pledge to hold a free and impartial plebiscite in 
Kashmir.President Dr Arif Alvi, Prime Minister Im-
ran, Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi and 
Information Minister Senator Shibli Faraz in their 
separate messages extended strong support to 
Kashmiris all over the world, observing the Kash-
miris’ Right to Self-determination Day.
On January 5, 1949, the United Nations Commission 
for India and Pakistan (UNCIP) had adopted a reso-
lution that embodied the principle of right to self-
determination for the people of Kashmir.
The resolution mentions that the question of ac-
cession of Kashmir will be decided through demo-
cratic method of a free and impartial plebiscite, as 
Kashmiris in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir (IIOJK) are still living under brutal Indian 
occupation.
President Dr Arif Alvi in his message said Pakistan 
would continue to extend all possible support for the 
just cause of the people of Jammu and Kashmir till 
the realization of their right to self-determination 
in accordance with the UN Security Council resolu-
tions.
“The right to self-determination is a vital compo-
nent of human dignity. Negation of this right is the 
negation of human freedom, Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights, and UN Human Rights Covenants. 
India is the biggest violator of this inalienable human 
right,” he said.The President stressed that the United 
Nations must honour its commitment made 72 
years ago and urged upon the global community not 
to shy away from its responsibility towards the op-
pressed people in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu 
& Kashmir (IIOJK).
He said on 5th January 1949, the United Nations 
Commission on India and Pakistan (UNCIP) adopted 
the resolution that guaranteed a free and fair plebi-
scite in Jammu and Kashmir to enable the Kashmiri 
people realize their right to self-determination.
He said since August 5, 2019, through continuous 
illegal and unilateral steps, the Indian government 
had created an environment of fear and chaos in the 
IIOJK.More than 500 days of military siege, and dra-
conian restrictions on fundamental freedoms and 
rights, including the right to life and health, despite 
the COVID-19 pandemic, had challenged the con-
science of international community and India’s cre-
dentials of being a respectable member of the comity 
of nations, he added.
The President said, “Indian actions have been widely 
rejected by the international community, the United 
Nations, and international human rights organiza-
tions. The current situation in the IIOJK is the worst 
in recent history where people have been deprived 
of all basic rights, including rights to freedom of 

expression and assembly, as well as self-determina-
tion.”
The people of IIOJK, he said, were being subjected 
to collective punishment by the Indian occupation 
forces, which had turned the territory into the larg-
est militarized zone in the world and were seeking 
to change the demographic structure of the occupied 
territory in violation of the international law, includ-
ing the 4th Geneva Convention.
Prime Minister Imran Khan called upon the interna-
tional community to take action on the “well-docu-
mented human rights violations” being committed 
with impunity by Indian Occupation forces against 
innocent Kashmiri men, women and children .
He said it was time for the world to ensure that Kash-
miris get their right to self- determination, denied to 
them since 73 years.
“On 5th January 1949, the United Nations guaran-
teed the right to self-determination for the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir through an impartial plebiscite. 
We observe this day as a reminder to the UN and its 
member states of their unfulfilled commitment to 
the Kashmiri people,” he said in a series of tweets.
Imran Khan said despite suffering 73 years of brutal 
Indian occupation, Kashmiri people remained stead-
fast generation after generation in the demand for 
their inalienable right to self-determination as guar-
anteed to them under the United Nations Charter 
and by the UN Security Council. VoM
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It is the responsibility of all nations who 
uphold democracy and human rights to 

champion our cause
ISLAMABAD

A prominent Kashmiri advocacy orga-
nization has strongly condemned In-
dia’s occupation of Kashmir, and hoped 
that the incoming Biden administration 
would champion the Kashmiri people’s 
cause for the exercise of their United 
Nations-pledged right of self-determi-
nation.
“Seventythree years of oppression and 
terror have not weakened the Kashmiri 
peoples’ commitment to self-determi-
nation,” the World Kashmir Awareness 
Forum, which is based in Washington, 
said in a statement marking Kashmiris’ 
Right to Self-determination Day being 
observed on Tuesday.
The Forum regretted that India’s brutal 
military occupation has continuously 
denied the Kashmiri people their right 
of self-determination which the United 
Nations affirmed on January 5, 1949.
Today, it said, the situation in occupied 
Kashmir is existential in nature. With 
100,000 civilian deaths, 10,000 miss-
ing and civic, political and economic 
life critically suppressed, the people of 
Kashmir are on the brink of genocide, 
the Forum pointed out.
In a further escalation of oppressive 
tactics, in 2019, it said India imposed 
the longest internet blackout ever in 
a democracy, while engineering laws 
paving the way to land grabbing and 
changing the region’ demographics re-
gion in favour of Indian settler colonies.
In November 2020, India had carried 
out surprise raids against non-govern-
mental organizations (NGOs), media 
outlets, human rights activists, political 
opponents and journalists.
“It is the responsibility of all nations 
who uphold democracy and human 
rights to champion our cause; the 
World Kashmir Awareness Forum is 
hopeful that the new Biden-Harris ad-
ministration will take the lead in this 
vital work.”  VoM

Ijaz Ahmad Shah, emphasizing the need to 
strengthen Iran-Pakistan border coopera-

tion, welcomed Iran’s initiatives and propos-
als to effectively combat drug trafficking

ISLAMABAD
Brig. (Retd) Ijaz Ahmad Shah expressed the views during a 
meeting with an Iranian delegation headed by Chief of Iran’s 
Anti-Narcotics Police Brigadier-General Majid Karimi at the 
Ministry of Narcotics Control on Tuesday. 
Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran to Pakistan, H.E. 
Seyed Mohammad Ali Hosseini, Secretary Anti-Narcotics 
Control Shoaib Dastagir, Col. Omid Sarwari, Liaison Officer 
of Iranian Police Force in Pakistan and senior officials of the 
Ministry of Narcotics Control, also attended the meeting. 
Welcoming the Iranian delegation, the Federal Minister for 
Narcotics Control, Brig (R) Ijaz Ahmad Shah referred to his 
background in the field of anti-narcotics and services in the 
border areas between Pakistan and Iran. He emphasized on 
the fact that the fight against narcotics is of global importance 
because today we see serious harm to communities and the 
young generation. “Each country may have its own methods 
and approach to curb the illicit drug problem, but in Pakistan 
we are looking to cut the illicit drug demand, and if demand 
is stopped, supply and trafficking will also be stopped,” the 
Minister said. Ijaz Ahmad Shah, emphasizing the need to 
strengthen Iran-Pakistan border cooperation, welcomed 
Iran’s initiatives and proposals to effectively combat drug 
trafficking. He added: 
“We are trying to identify and cut the narcotics demand in 
Quetta, the area close to the border with Iran, and in addi-
tion, we demand the exchange of information between the 
two countries and the strengthening of cooperation between 
relevant institutions”. The Federal Minister for Narcotics 
Control also promised to follow up the issues caused by 
drug traffickers. Brigadier-General Majid Karimi stressed the 
readiness of the Islamic Republic of Iran and Iran’s Anti-Nar-
cotics Police to expand cooperation with Pakistan’s friendly 
and neighboring country. Welcoming the issues raised by the 
Federal Minister, he said that “Our main problem today is the 
increase in poppy production in the region”. 
The Federal Minister agreed and further said that “I believe 
that overcoming drugs problem that include, production, de-
mand, supply and consumption will help in enhancing over-
all peace in the society”. Chief of Iran’s Anti-Narcotics Police 
emphasized by saying that “We have the capacity to face this 
challenge, but it is necessary to further strengthen relations 
and bilateral cooperation between the Anti-Narcotics Forces 
of Iran and Pakistan”. He stressed Iran and Pakistan are vic-
tims of the drug problem and at the same time have an active 
role in the front line of this fight, so there is a need for more 
coordination on the common border to deal effectively with 
drug traffickers. Brigadier-General Majid Karimi called for an 
immediate response of Pakistani forces at the common bor-
der if any incident of smuggling occurs. VoM
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