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Due to prudent policies 
of the incumbent 
government country 
is moving towards 
development and 
prosperity by improving 
national economy. 

Pak future linked to industrialization

Fascist India inflicts state 
terrorism on Kashmiris: PM
PM Imran performs groundbreaking of Allama Iqbal Industrial Zone in Faisalabad

ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Imran Khan 
slammed the Modi-led government 
Friday saying that India’s fascist re-
gime is engaging in violence against 
Kashmiris while the world remains 
silent. How long will the world remain 
silent while the fascist extremist Modi 
regime indulges in state terrorism? he 
said.

Expressing severe concerns over 
state-sponsored violence against 
the Muslim in India, Prime Minister 
Imran Khan has asked that how long 
the world will remain silent while the 
fascist Modi regime indulges in state 
terrorism. 

Taking to the social networking web-

site, twitter, PM Imran said that Indian 
police were attacking Muslims across 
the country as part of Modi govern-
ment’s ethnic cleansing policy. In a 
video clip shared by PM Imran Khan, 
Indian police can be seen brutally hit-
ting a critically injured Muslim with 
batons in UP.

Prime Minister Imran Khan on 
Friday performed the groundbreak-
ing of Allama Iqbal Industrial Zone in 
Faisalabad which is part of the China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). 
This special economic zone is a mas-
sive step towards my vision, the prime 
minister said during his speech at the 
event before explaining what his vi-
sion was.

He said that one of his priorities is 
to eradicate poverty from Pakistan, 
which he said can only be done if the 
country is industrialised.  “We will 
not be able to provide employment 
opportunities to our youth if we do 
not industrialise,” he said. “This is also 
because you cannot create enough 
opportunities through just land or 
agriculture.”

The prime minister said that 
Pakistan was on its way towards in-
dustrialisation in the 1960s but re-
gretted that “the unfortunate policies 
of the 1970s derailed the country.” 
He stressed that the deeds of a few 
investors does not mean that the en-
tire process of investment should be 

maligned. “This anti-investment cam-
paign changed our mindset.”

The prime minister, without nam-
ing names, blamed MQM-P’s exiled 
founder Altaf Hussain for fuelling the 
anti-investment mindset by starting 
his speeches with remarks targeting 
“the investors and landowners”.

“The roadmap now is to industrialise 
the country and also focus on exports,” 
he added. Prime Minister Khan also 
talked about China’s burgeoning eco-
nomic clout in the world, saying that 
Pakistan stands to benefit immensely 
from its neighbouring power if it goes 
towards industrialisation.

“Vietnam has created immense 
wealth just by attracting Chinese 

industries,” he said, adding that “we 
need to do the same.” He heaped 
praise on Punjab Minister for 
Industries and Trade, Mian Aslam, 
Iqbal and Chief Minister Usman 
Buzdar’s efforts — the former for 
his ministry’s performance and the 
latter for “always being available 
for the people and living a simple 
lifestyle”.

The prime minister addressed Chief 
Secretary Azam Suleman Khan, re-
minding him that the recent changes 
to the NAB Ordinance were undertaken 
solely to rid the bureaucracy of the 
threat that it could be held responsi-
ble for procedural issues. “They were 
afraid to sign on files but that will not 
be an excuse anymore so we hope that 
work will progress at a rapid pace,” he 
said.

According to PM’s Focal Person on 
Digital Media, Dr Arsalan Khalid, it 
was the “first groundbreaking of an 
industrial estate under CPEC”.

Khalid stated that the industrial city 
“will create 300,000 jobs in the next 
five years”. “It will attract Rs400 billion 
worth of investments in automobiles, 
textiles, food processing, pharmaceu-
ticals, engineering and construction 
industries,” he said.

Earlier, Prime Minister Imran 
Khan inaugurated a shelter home in 
Faisalabad during his one-day visit 
to the city.  “The inauguration is part 
of PM’s ongoing drive of providing 
shelter to homeless. In addition to 
regular shelter homes, temporary 
shelters have been erected to protect 
poor from freezing winter,” said the 
Prime Minister Office in a statement 
on social media.

Pompeo, COAS 
Bajwa discuss 
Gulf situation

RAWALPINDI

  US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo on Friday telephoned 
Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa and 
informed him about the US action to kill Iran Revolutionary 
Guards commander Qasem Soleimani. During the telephonic 
conversation, the US Secretary of State said that they were 
protecting American interests in the region, adding that Iran 
is exacerbating the situation in the region.  Mike Pompeo 
went on to say that they would protect US interests, person-
nel, installations and allies.

Earlier, the US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said that the 
US was committed to de-escalation” after the killing of top 
Iranian commander Qasem Soleimani in an American strike.

Pompeo tweeted that he had spoken with British Foreign 
Secretary Dominic Raab, German Foreign Minister Heiko 
Maas and Chinese Politburo member Yang Jiechi about the 
killing.

Thankful that our allies recognize the continuing aggres-
sive threats posed by the Iranian Quds Force, he wrote. The 
US remains committed to de-escalation. The United States 
announced earlier that it had killed the commander of the 
Islamic republic s Quds Force in a strike on Baghdad s in-
ternational airport.

The strike also killed the deputy chief of Iraq s powerful 
Hashed al-Shaabi paramilitary force.

Pro-Iranian demonstrators laid siege to the US embassy in 
Baghdad on Tuesday, angered by US weekend air strikes that 
killed two dozen fighters from the hardline Kataeb Hezbollah 
paramilitary group.

The strikes were in response to a rocket attack last week 
that killed an American contractor working in Iraq. The 
Pentagon said Soleimani had orchestrated attacks on coali-
tion bases in Iraq over the past few months, including on 
December 27, the day the contractor was killed. Soleimani 
“also approved the attacks” on the US embassy in Baghdad, 
according to the Pentagon.

Oil 3% up with tensions in Middle East
NEW YORK/LONDON/SINGAPORE

Crude oil prices were up by around 3% 
during Friday’s trading start as rising ten-
sions in the Middle East threaten secure 
crude supply from the region.

International benchmark Brent crude 
was trading at $68.18 per barrel at 0615 
GMT with a 2.83% increase after closing 
Thursday at $66.30 a barrel.

American benchmark West Texas 
Intermediate was at $62.91 a barrel at 
the same time with a 2.88% gain after 
ending the previous session at $61.15 per 
barrel. The U.S. confirmed Thursday that 
it carried out a strike that killed Qasem 
Soleimani, the commander of the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards Corps’ Quds Force, 
in the Iraqi capital Baghdad.

The Pentagon accused Soleimani of 
planning to carry out attacks on U.S. dip-
lomats and service members in Iraq and 
the region, saying the slain leader was 
responsible for the deaths of hundreds 
of American and coalition service mem-
bers. Iranian Foreign Minister Javad Zarif 
harshly reacted to the killing of Solaimani.

“The US bears responsibility for all 

consequences of its rogue adventurism,” 
Zarif wrote on Twitter. The Middle East is 
home to almost half of the world’s proved 
oil reserves and accounts for one-third of 
global oil production. Crude oil jumped by 
more than 4 percent in early trade after 
an air strike at Baghdad Airport early 
Friday killed Maj. Gen. Qassem Soleimani, 
the leader of Iran’s elite Quds Force.

Brent Crude and West Texas 
Intermediate (WTI) oil rose by the most 
since the Sept.16, 2019 attacks on Saudi 
Arabia’s biggest oil processing facility. 
Gold rose 1 percent on Friday morning 
while US futures were down by the same 
measure.

“We are only into the third day of the 
new year, and a big fat dollop of geopoliti-

cal uncertainty has landed on investors 
desks already this morning,” said Jeffery 
Halley, senior currency analyst at OANDA. 
“My first thoughts are that Commander 
Soleimani was a very big cheese in the 
Iranian hierarchy, and I am struggling to 
see how an Iranian riposte will not occur.”

Iraq’s Oil Ministry confirmed that some 
US citizens employed by international 
oil companies in Basra were leaving the 
country, adding that oilfields were oper-
ating normally. Gulf bourses were closed 
for the weekend as traders digested the 
news and the focus turned to the security 
of shipping in the Gulf.

“We expect moderate to low level 
clashes to last for at least a month and 
likely be confined to Iraq,” Eurasia’s Iran 
analyst, Henry Rome, told Reuters. “Iran 
will also likely resume harassment of 
commercial shipping in the Gulf and may 
launch military exercises to temporarily 
disrupt shipping,” he said. “With further 
escalation remaining a distinct possibil-
ity, we could see markets retain at least 
some risk premium,” JBC Energy said in 
a research no

Border commission talks

Pak-Iran agree to 
enhance cohesion

QUETTA

 23rd round of Pakistan-Iran higher border commission talks 
concluded on Friday with both parties agreeing on helping each 
other in times of difficulty. An official statement issued after the 
conclusion of the talks read that both parties involved empha-
sised on the need for increasing economic and trade activities 
among themselves. The chief secretary of Balochistan on the 
occasion was quoted as saying: “both countries need to resolve 
petty issues and focus their energies towards providing a peace-
ful atmosphere for enhanced economic and trading activity.” 
Deputy Governor of Balochistan hailed the bond between the 
countries and dubbed them as “two Muslim brotherly states.” 
The talks concluded with the resolve of continued support that 
both countries would offer each other on matters of mutual 
interests.The three-day meeting of the Pakistan-Iran Higher 
Border Commission (HBC) started in Quetta on Wednesday 
where Balochistan Home and Tribal Affairs Minister Meer 
Ziaullah Langove was heading the Pakistan delegation. The 
new round of Pakistan-Iran talks focused on border manage-
ment with the aim of eliminating terrorism, arms smuggling, 
narcotics, and human trafficking.

UAE’s funds to be spent 
on SME promotion

ISLAMABAD

 Adviser to Prime Minister on 
Finance and Revenue Dr Abdul 
Hafeez Shaikh thanked Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Commander 
of the UAE for announcing $200 
million support to Pakistan and 
said the money will be spent on 
small business promotion and 
jobs.

Dr Abdul Hafeez Shaikh took 
to Twitter and wrote, “Would 
like to thank HRH Sheikh 
Muhammed Bin Zayed Al-
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu 
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the Armed 
Forces for announcing $200 

Million support to Pakistan after 
meeting with Prime Minister 
Imran Khan.”“The money will 
be spent on small business pro-
motion and jobs. This support is 
testimony to the expanding eco-
nomic relations and friendship 
between our countries.”

UN chief 
concerned over 
Gulf escalation

UNITED NATIONS

United Nations Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres is deeply con-
cerned by the recent rise in ten-
sions in the Middle East, where 
the United States killed top Iranian 
commander Qassem Soleimani 
following violent protests at its 
embassy in Baghdad.

“The Secretary-General has con-
sistently advocated for de-escalation 
in the Gulf.  He is deeply concerned 
with the recent escalation,” said his 
spokesman, Farhan Haq, in a state-
ment. “This is a moment in which 
leaders must exercise maximum 
restraint.  The world cannot afford 
another war in the Gulf.”

Geopolitical tensions

Euro zone bond 
yields tumble

LONDON

Government bond yields across the 
euro area fell on Friday after U.S. air 
strikes killed a top Iranian commander, 
heightening geopolitical tensions. 
Germany’s 10-year safe-haven Bund 
yields slid to two-week lows, Spanish 
yields hit five-week lows and borrow-
ing costs in Italy tumbled almost 10 
basis points.

The overnight attack, authorised by 
U.S. President Donald Trump, marked a 
dramatic escalation in a shadow war be-
tween Iran and the United States and its 
allies, principally Israel and Saudi Arabia. 
Iran on Friday threatened to hit back 
hard. Unease rippled across world mar-
kets, with oil prices soaring almost $3 
and safe-haven assets such as the Swiss 
franc, Japanese yen and U.S. Treasuries 
rallying.

“Markets still remain quite thin after 
the holidays, but even in a regular ses-
sion we would have seen a similar 
reaction,” said Christian Lenk, a rates 
strategist at DZ Bank in Frankfurt. “The 
repercussions from the air strike are not 
clearly forecastable and tensions remain 
high in the region.” Yields on German 
bonds, regarded as one of the safest as-
sets in the world, were sharply lower 

across the curve. The 10-year Bund yield 
fell 7 basis points to a two-week low of 
-0.29%, 13 bps below seven-month 
highs hit just a day ago.

Across the euro zone, 10-year bond 
yields fell 6-9 bps . U.S. 10-year Treasury 
yields hit their lowest in three weeks at 
around 1.81%. The focus on geopoli-
tics meant markets paid little attention 
to stronger-than-expected data from 
France, where inflation rose 1.6% year-
on-year in December, beating analyst 
expectations for a 1.4% rise.

State inflation data from Germany, the 
euro zone’s biggest economy, also had 
a muted impact. Signs that economic 
indicators are bottoming out and U.S./
China trade tensions are easing have 
boosted hopes for growth and infla-
tion in the euro zone — pushing euro 
zone yields to multi-month highs just 
on Thursday.

“Even if you take geopolitics out, most 
of the positive news is there (in the 
price),” said Salman Ahmed, chief in-
vestment strategist at Lombard Odier. 
“But for me there is a natural boundary 
in how much interest rates can move 
higher — we are not expecting a major 
ramp up in growth or inflation, inflation 
is way below target.”

Minister for Aviation 
Ghulam Sarwar Khan



Controversial law & Indian disintegration

The passing a controversial Citizenship 
Amendment Bill that gave eligibility for Indian 
citizenship to immigrants from Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, and Bangladesh so long as they 
are not Muslims exposed the true face of the 

so-called secular Indian state before the world.
The Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 was passed 

by the Parliament of India on 11 December 2019. It 
amended the Citizenship Act of 1955 by providing a 
path to Indian citizenship for Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, 
Parsi, and Christian religious minorities migrated from 
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan before December 
2014. Muslims were not given such eligibility. The act 
was the first time religion had been overtly used as a 
criterion for citizenship under Indian law.

Furthermore, members of these communities need 
only reside in India for six years before they become 
eligible for citizenship.

The amendment also relaxed the residence require-
ment for naturalization of these migrants from eleven 
years to five. Immediate beneficiaries of the Bill, accord-
ing to the Intelligence Bureau of India, will be 31,313 
refugees: 25,447 Hindus, 5,807 Sikhs, 55 Christians, 2 
Buddhists and 2 Parsis.

The amendment has been widely criticised as discrimi-
nating on the basis of religion, in particular for excluding 
Muslims.

The Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), 

which leads the Indian government, is known for its 
anti-muslims policies and the controversial amendment 
speaks volume of it.

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights called it “fundamentally discriminatory”.

Critics express concerns that the bill would be used, 
along with the National Register of Citizens, to render 
many Muslim citizens stateless, as they may be unable 
to meet stringent birth or identity proof requirements. 
Commentators also question the exclusion of persecuted 
religious minorities from other regions such as Tibet, Sri 
Lanka and Myanmar.

The passage of the legislation caused large-scale pro-
tests in India. Assam and other northeastern states have 
seen violent demonstrations against the bill over fears 
that granting Indian citizenship to refugees and immi-
grants will cause a loss of their “political rights, culture 
and land rights” and motivate further migration from 
Bangladesh.

The notorious Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
anti-muslims approach saw the seed of the Indian disin-
tegration, as the passage of the controversial and biased 
law triggered strong reactions from the muslim com-
munity in India.

Thousands of people in the capital city of Delhi braved 
the cold on New Year to mark their protests against a 
new citizenship law that allows only non-Muslim refu-
gees to apply for citizenship.

A march by students at New Delhi’s Jamia Millia Islamia 
University descended into chaos when demonstrators 
set three buses on fire.

Police responded with rubber bullets and tear gas. 
Videos showed officers running after unarmed protest-
ers and beating them with wooden sticks.

The situation turned so violent that even the leading 

opposition party Congress has to publically come into 
support of the Muslims to condemn the ruling BJP party 
and its notorious policies.

In other parts of India, protesters said the bill discrimi-
nated against Muslims and demanded that Indian citi-
zenship be granted to Muslim refugees and immigrants.

 Major protests against the Act were held at universities 
in India. Students at Aligarh Muslim University and Jamia 
Millia Islamia alleged brutal suppression by the police.

The protests have led to the deaths of several protest-
ers, injuries to protesters and police personnel, damage 
to public and private property, the detention of thou-
sands of people, and suspensions of local internet mo-
bile phone connectivity in certain areas, as protest also 
poured in from the southern Indian cities of Hyderabad, 
Bengaluru and Chennai.

Some states have announced they will not implement 
the Act. The Union Home Ministry has said that states 
lack the legal power to stop the implementation of the 
CAA.

Expressing severe concerns over state-sponsored vio-
lence against the Muslim in India, Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has asked that how long the world will remain 
silent while the fascist Modi regime indulges in state 
terrorism.

PM Imran twitted that Indian police were attacking 
Muslims across the country as part of Modi govern-
ment’s ethnic cleansing policy.

The BJP government’s most drastic action, prior to 
introducing this legislation, was the abrupt (and legally 
questionable) abrogation in August of Article 370.

Today in Hist    ry

Relief & Rescue

Army troops assist civil 
admin in Astore, GB

 Q Sohail Majeed Butt 
RAWALPINDI

 Pakistan army troops assisting civil ad-
ministration in Astore, Gilgit Baltistan in 
relief and rescue effort in Earthquakes hit 
areas of Astore . Pakistan army Helicopters, 
engineers, Doctors and paramedics are 

busy in providing comfort to stranded 
population affected by earthquake.  Road 
Astore valley has been opened for traffic; 
special communication has been restored 
by SCO, Rations and cooked food being 
provided to victims.  Doctors and paramed-
ics are providing necessary medical care.
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Crown Prince Visit

A fter the visit of Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al-
Saud, Emirati Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed bin Sultan 
Al-Nahyan and Emirati Minister for Tolerance Sheikh Nahyan bin 
Mabarak Al-Nahyan, the visit of Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan (MbZ) indicates Pakistan has 

again become the favourite state for Saudi and Emeriti officials since Imran Khan 
assumed the office of Prime Minister.

Our friendly relationship with the United Arab Emirates (UAE) is one which 
the government values highly, and it is positive to note that ruling Pakistan 
Tehreek-i-Insaf has rolled out the red carpet to welcome the crown prince on 
this day-long visit.

Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan received the crown prince at Noor Khan 
Air Force Base. Khan himself drove the car and transported Al Nahyan to the 
Prime Minister’s Residence after his red carpet welcome at the airbase.

The historical visit of Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, which is his second visit since Imran Khan took oath as prime minister 
showed the close brotherly ties between the two muslim countries. After taking 
over the prime minister’s office in 2018, Khan has twice visited the UAE.

It would provide a significant chance for Pakistan to further cement its ties with 
our biggest trading partner in the Middle-East.

Al Nahyan was the first global leader to visit Pakistan in 2020. He also visited 
the country on January 5, 2019 – likewise, the first visit of a foreign dignitary to 
Pakistan that year.

Both leaders discussed relations between the two countries, as well as the 
state of regional and global politics. They talked about strengthening the bonds 
of friendship between the two brotherly countries.

Establishing unity between friendly Muslim countries is an essential part of 
our foreign policy, and the government’s role in keeping friends such as the UAE 
close must be appreciated.

Historical Consensus

I n a rare show of agreement, the government and opposition demonstrated 
political maturity and put aside their differences in the larger state in-
terest and evolved consensus to unanimously approve Pakistan Army 
Amendment Bill 2020, aiming to extend Chief of Army Staff General Qamar 
Javed Bjawa’s tenure for three years.

Senate and National Assembly’s standing committees on Defence approved 
Pakistan Army Amendment Bill 2020, which is a good omen.

The bill was passed with consensus in the joint meeting, chaired by Captain 
(retd) Jameel and Senator Waleed Iqbal at the Parliament House.

Earlier in the day, Defence Minister Pervez Khattak introduced three bills — 
Pakistan Army Amendment Bill 2020, Pakistan Air Force Amendment Bill 2020, 
and Pakistan Navy Amendment Bill 2020—in the Parliament.

The Army Amendment Bill 2020 aims at setting the retirement age of the chief 
of army staff (COAS) at 64 years and empowering the prime minister to extend 
his tenures by three years.

National Assembly Speaker Asad Qaiser, with the consent of the House, sus-
pended the question hour session for the next week, on a motion moved by 
Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs Ali Muhammad Khan.

A delegation of Pakistan Peoples’ Party (PPP) leaders, including the party chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, met with the government on Thursday evening to 
discuss the extension legislation. On the same day a Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) delegation comprising Khawaja Asif, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq and Rana 
Tanvir met with the government to talk about the same agenda as well. During 
the meeting, both parties assured the government their full support.

Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Information Dr Firdous Ashiq Awan 
congratulated opposition parties and their members for fulfilling the “important 
responsibility,” adding that their patience was also worthy of recognition.

TAT Special
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J. Lo teases ‘best Super Bowl ever’
NEW YORK

  Jennifer Lopez is planning “the best Super 
Bowl ever”. The 50-year-old singer will be team-
ing up with Shakira for the halftime show on 
February 2, and she revealed rehearsals started 
last month as the duo are plotting something 
special. Keeping any actual details under wraps, 
she told ‘Entertainment Tonight’: “I cannot tease 
or reveal, but we are rehearsing. “I started in 
December, now it’s crunch time. We’re all com-
ing back, we’re all excited.

“It’s going to be a great show, what can I tell 
you? We’re going to try to give the best Super 
Bowl ever.”  Meanwhile, the ‘On The Floor’ hit-
maker previously said co-headlining the huge 
sporting event will be “like winning an Oscar”.  
She explained: “It’s like winning the Oscar. It’s 
the biggest show that there is. It has the biggest 
audience. You get to have like this big production.

You don’t get to do that on tour. Everything’s 
like, budget-conscious and ‘You can do this and 
you can do that.’

“It’s a different experience and I think it’s 
just like a fantasy for all musical artists to be 
able to play the Super Bowl and have like that 
12 minutes of an amazing show. I don’t know. 
There’s just something exhilarating about it.”  
J-Lo insisted the most important aspect of the 
show is to make it “fun” for both herself and the 
audience.

The Burj Khalifa, known as the Burj Dubai 
prior to its inauguration in 2010, is a sky-
scraper in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. With 
a total height of 829.8 m (2,722 ft) and a roof 
height (excluding antenna) of 828 m (2,717 ft), 
the Burj Khalifa has been the tallest structure 
and building in the world since its topping out 
in 2009. Construction of the Burj Khalifa began 
in 2004, with the exterior completed five years 
later in 2009. The primary structure is rein-
forced concrete. The building was opened on 
January 4, 2010 as part of a new development 
called Downtown Dubai. It is designed to be the 
centrepiece of large-scale, mixed-use develop-
ment. The decision to construct the building is 
based on the government’s decision to diver-
sify from an oil-based economy, and for Dubai 
to gain international recognition. The building 
was originally named Burj Dubai but was re-
named in honour of the ruler of Abu Dhabi and 
president of the United Arab Emirates, Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan; Abu Dhabi and the UAE 
government lent Dubai money to pay its debts. 
The building broke numerous height records, in-
cluding its designation as the tallest building in 
the world. Burj Khalifa w s designed by Adrian 
Smith, of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, whose 
firm designed the Willis Tower and One World 
Trade Center. Hyder Consulting was chosen to 
be the supervising engineer with NORR Group 
Consultants International Limited chosen to su-
pervise the architecture of the project. 

Patient satisfaction may decline after hospital acquisition
NEW YORK

Medicare quality-of-care data reveal that when 
a hospital is acquired by another hospital or hos-
pital system, readmission and mortality rates are 
not affected but patient satisfaction deteriorates 
modestly.

These findings challenge arguments that 
hospital consolidation, which is known to in-
crease prices, also improves quality, according 
to a research team led by Nancy Beaulieu of the 
Department of Health Care Policy at Harvard 
Medical School in Boston.

Writing in The New England Journal of 
Medicine, the researchers report on data from 
246 hospitals acquired from 2007 through 
2013, and extending from two or three years 
before the acquisition to three or four years after.

Compared to a control group of 1,986 hospi-
tals that did not change hands, acquired hospi-
tals saw their “patient experience” satisfaction 

score decline from the equivalent of 50th per-
centile to 41st. The researchers call that a “mod-
est deterioration in performance.”

The satisfaction score was based on patient re-
sponses to questions about whether they would 
definitely recommend the hospital, whether the 
doctor or nurse communicated well, whether 
they received help when needed, and whether 
they would rate the hospital as a 9 or 10 on a 
10-point scale.

Two standard measures of care quality saw 
virtually no change. Rates of patient readmis-
sion within 30 days of discharge declined by 0.1 
percentage points and rates of death within 30 
days of discharge dropped by 0.03 percentage 
points at the acquired hospitals.

Taken together, these findings provide no 
evidence of quality improvement attributable 
to changes in ownership, the Beaulieu team 
writes. Our findings corroborate and expand on 

previous research on hospital mergers and ac-
quisitions in the 1990s and early 2000s and are 
consistent with a recent finding that increased 
concentration of the hospital market has been 
associated with worsening patient experiences.

 All the hospitals had at least 25 beds and had 
admitted at least 100 fee-for-service Medicare 
patients per year. “We excluded local competi-
tors and in-state acquirers from the control 
group to reduce potential bias from effects of 
diminished local competition for patients or 
diminished system-level competition for inclu-
sion in insurers’ state hospital networks,” the 
researchers said.

 The new analysis comes less than a month 
after a report in a special issue of the journal 
Health Affairs concluded that such mergers 
and acquisitions can reduce access to services 
for patients in rural areas while improving a 
hospital’s financial health.Photos by Samar Sultan

Writer is an experienced analyst and researcher 
with long career. hkhanw@gmail.com

Burj Khalifa
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Todrick Hall lavishes love on 
Taylor Swift

LOS ANGELES

 Todrick Hall has spilled the beans about  his 
friendship with the pop superstar Taylor swift, 
saying being friends with the singer is one of his 
“favourite things he’s done”.

The singer,34,  in conversation with a publica-
tion, said  that he was grateful he could help her 
learn to ‘use her voice’ for good causes, such as 
in support of the LGBT community.

Todrick elaborated  on the experience of how 
he  helped Taylor realise that using her voice is a 
humongous instrument that is able to change the 
minds of those who, without her, may have never 
looked at gay people as actual people.

The Greatest Dancer judge further said: “I can’t 
help but take a little bit of ownership of the fact 
that I helped her realise how powerful it would 
be for her to make a statement like that.”

Justin accepts Jordan’s 
shootout challenge

NEW YORK 

Justin Bieber has accepted a face-off, but on an 
ice rink after the I don’t Care singer was chal-
lenged for a game by the St. Louis Blues player, 
Jordan Binnington.

 Bieber, with his hockey skills, has not only 
impressed fans but also took the notice of the 
goaltender. Taking to Instagram, the 26-year-
old player, offered a shootout competition to 
the pop singer. Binnington wrote a comment 
under one of Justin’s posts, “10 breakaways me 
vs you. You score one on me I’ll dye my hair plati-
num blonde.” The Baby hit-maker didn’t hesi-
tate to accept the challenge as he soon posted 
a screenshot of the comment and replied, “How 
bout 10 thousand dollars to charity I score and 
you donate to a charity of my choice and we film 
it.” With the latter yet to respond, the fans are 
already hyped up for the face off which no one 
knows when will take place.

Kendall Jenner to keep 
relationship status private

NEW YORK

 Kendall Jenner shut out speculations regard-
ing her relationship status during a previous 
interview with Vogue Australia and it appears 
as though fans will continue to stay in the dark 
regarding the star’s personal life.  According to a 
report in TMZ, Kendal was seen cosying up to his 
ex Ben Simmons while entering a New Year’s Eve 
party at Attico in downtown Philadelphia.  The 
reports reveal that the pair partied all night with 
Ben’s basketball player’s teammates, and stayed 
well past 12. Kendall Jenner has become well 
known for her on-and-off-again relationship with 
Ben. People reported on her relationship status 
back in May of 2019, confirming their split. A 
source revealed back then, “They’re on a break. 
The relationship ran its course. She’s spending 
time with her friends and back to being in fun 
mode.”Kendall has never been one to publicly 
disclose her personal life, unlike the rest of her 
family, before her breakup became official, the 
star told Vogue Australia, “I got a glimpse of how 
my sisters dealt with (the attention, and it’s cool 
to learn from that,” she had said.

Turkey to stabilize 
inflation at single 
digits

ANKARA

 Turkish Finance Minister Berat 
Albayrak said on Friday that the 
government will stabilise infla-
tion at single digits by strength-
ening production, after annual 
inflation rose slightly more than 
expected in December. Earlier on 
Friday, official data showed infla-
tion rose to 11.84% in December, 
ending the year around a govern-
ment target and likely leaving the 
door open to a bit more monetary 
easing.

German jobless rate 
ticks up to 4.9% in 
December

BERLIN

 Germany’s unemployment rate ticked 
up to 4.9% in December as the labor 
market in Europe’s biggest economy 
showed some signs of economic weak-
ness, though it remained generally 
robust.

The Federal Labor Agency said Friday 
that the unadjusted jobless rate, the head-
line figure in Germany, was up from 4.8% 
in November.

In all, 2.227 million people were regis-
tered as unemployed. That was 47,000 
more than the previous month and 
18,000 more than a year earlier.

The seasonally adjusted rate remained 
at 5%, where it has stood for months. The 
economy narrowly avoided a widely an-
ticipated recession in the third quarter. 
It grew 0.1% in the July-September pe-
riod compared with the previous quar-
ter, when it contracted by 0.2%. Strong 
domestic spending helped spark the 
modest growth.

Centrally contracted players to 
undergo fitness tests next week

LAHORE

 Pakistan’s national team centrally con-
tracted players will undergo the fitness 
tests at the National Cricket Academy 
(NCA) on 6 and 7 January in Lahore.  
All the players will have to attend the 
two-day testing as per their contracts. 
Pace bowling duo of Mohammad Amir 
and Wahab Riaz along with leg-spinner 
Shadab Khan will go through the tests 
on 20 and 21 January due to their com-
mitments in Bangladesh Premier League 
(BPL).

Strength and conditioning coach of 
the Pakistan national team, Yasir Malik 
will conduct the tests which will cover 
five major areas, fat analysis, strength, 
endurance, speed endurance, and cross-
fit. If a player fails to meet the require-
ments, he will be fined 15 percent of 
his monthly retainer, which will remain 

effective until such time he achieves the 
minimum fitness standards and if he fails 
consecutively, he might face a demotion 
and will also risk the chances of retaining 

his category.
PCB Director International Cricket Zakir 

Khan has said that these tests will be con-
ducted at the association levels too.

Burn’s injury causes England 
to ban football in warm-ups

LONDON

 England have 
decided to ban 
football in warm-
ups after opener 
Rory Burns suf-
fering from horri-
fying ankle injury 
yesterday at the 
practice session.

Director of 
England’s men’s 
teams, Ashley 
Giles and Head 
coach Chris 
Silverwood have 
decided to ban the game in the 
warm-ups.

Burns ended up on serious liga-
ment damage to his ankle that 
ruled him out of the rest of the 
series in South Africa and will fly 
back to England. In the past, Jonny 
Bairstow, James Anderson, and Joe 

Denly also got injured due to play-
ing football.

Burns was the highest run-
scorer for England in the sec-
ond innings of the first Test in 
Centurion against South Africa. 
Proteas are 1-0 up in the four-
match series.

Moldova anthem blunder mars ATP 
Cup in Australia

SYDNEY 

ATP Cup organisers were left 
red-faced on Friday by playing the 
wrong national anthem for a player 
from Moldova, a small landlocked 
country in eastern Europe.

The embarrassing gaffe occurred 
ahead of the opening singles tie in 
Sydney of the heavily-promoted 

new team event as Moldova’s 
Alexander Cozbinov faced Belgium’s 
Steve Darcis.

Tournament officials said the 
Romanian anthem was played in-
stead. “At the start of the Moldova 
v Belgium match we mistakenly 
played the wrong national anthem 
for Moldova,” the ATP admitted. We 

are sincerely sorry and have apolo-
gised personally to Team Moldova.

I think putting on the wrong an-
them for us is not a big deal. But it 
wasn’t that hard to pick the right 
anthem, he said.

Moldova and Romania have the 
same flag so probably that’s why 
they made a mistake. Hopefully 

next time it’s going to be the right 
one. His opponent Darcis said he 
was not aware of the mistake at 
the time.

I didn’t know, I was just surprised 
that they were not so much into it,” 
he said. “I believe it’s bad. Moldova, 
bordered by Romania and Ukraine, 
was one of the last countries to 

qualify for the inaugural team event 
being played in Sydney, Brisbane 
and Perth.

They are spearheaded by world 
number 46 Radu Albot, who broke 
new ground in 2019 by becoming 
his country’s first ATP Tour title win-
ner at Delray Beach.

He is joined by Cozbinov, ranked 

818, Egor Matvievici and Dmitrii 
Baskov in a group that also features 
Britain, Belgium and Bulgaria.

The ATP Cup has 24 nations split 
into six groups across the three cit-
ies, with eight teams emerging from 
the round-robin to compete in a 
knockout phase in Sydney until one 
country is left standing.

PSX witnesses bearish trend

KSE-100 Index loses 157.46 points, 
closes at 42,480.76 points

KARACHI

 Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) 
witnesses bearish trend as the KSE-
100 Index closed today at 42,323.30 
points as compared to 42,480.76 
points on the last working day with 
a negative change of 157.46 points.

On Thursday, Year 2020 has been 
strongly welcomed by the investors 
at the Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) 
as the benchmark KSE-100 share 
Index stormed past 42,000 level, 
and hit the record high of 42,480.76 
points in around 16 months on 
Thursday.

The KSE-100 Index closed today at 
42,480.76 points with an increase of 
1080.76 points or 2.54 percent amid 
positive sentiments among investors.

Yesterday, the first day of 2020, the 
KSE-100 Index accumulated massive 
gains of 664.92 points (1.63 percent) 
and closed above the 41,000-level at 
41,400.

The index had opened at 40,735.08 

and did not look back, surging to 
intraday high by 809 points. It had 
maintained the rising momentum 
that started in August last year and 
after wiping out all the red, provided 
a return of 10pc.

Investors’ optimism continued 
as they saw the market back in the 
green after two earlier dismal years 

of negative returns. The stocks had 
edged down on last working day of 
year 2019.

In the previous week, the stock 
market witnessed massive fluctua-
tions as it began on a negative note 
on Monday when the KSE-100 share 
Index plunged by 824.70 points 
for profit-taking sessions before 

Christmas holiday amid absence 
of positive triggers but later on 
Thursday gained 799.47 points amid 
positive sentiments among traders.

The index was last seen trading 
above 41,000 points in February, 
2019. So far, the market has regained 
over 11,000 points after hitting a five-
year low at 28,671 points in August 
2019.

Major developments earlier were, 
firstly, inflow of $1.3 billion from 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
for budgetary support and to ad-
dress power sector reforms, sec-
ondly, worker remittances during 
November which stood at $1.8 billion 
(up 9.4 percent as compared to the 
same month last year), thirdly, forex 
reserves reaching $16 billion, up by 
0.4 percent on a weekly basis, exclud-
ing tranche received from ADB, and 
fourthly, the latest PIB auction that 
saw 10-yr PIB cut off below 11 per 
cent that was last seen in Oct.18.

Pak Suzuki introduces Wagon R AGS for 
Rs1,890,000

KARACHI

Pak Suzuki Motor Company has 
started the year 2020 with a new vari-
ant of renowned kei car, Wagan R AGS, 
which comes with an automated gear 
shift transmission.

According to PakWheels, as per the 
document which the company has 
shared with its dealers across the 
country, the all-new Wagon R with 
Automated Gear Shift Transmission 
(AGS), is coming with an airbag. 
Moreover, the price of the car, 
w.e.f January 1, 2020, is set at PKR 
1,890,000/. The circular also reads 
that the company has sold more than 
100,000 units of Wagon R since its 
launch.

The notification reads: “Heartiest 

congratulations for making WagonR 
a successful brand in its category by 
selling more than 100,000+ units 

since its launch. In order to further 
augment the product lineup, we 
are pleased to announce Suzuki 

WagonR with Automated Gear Shift 
Transmission (AGS) with air bag.

 “We hope that this addition will 
bring new prospects at the dealership 
as well as encourage existing users of 
WagonR waiting for the automatic 
option, as our offering is rich with 
enhanced convenience and safety”.  
Additionally, test drive vehicles are 
available at Pak Suzuki‘s regional of-
fices. Customers can contact their 
DSM for further clarity on the new 
variant.

 The company did not reveal all the 
specs and features of the new 1000cc 
hatchback; however, it is safe to as-
sume that it will come with the fea-
tures and specs present in its other 
sibling VXL

OPEN MARKET FOREX RATES

Currency Buying Selling

Australian Dollar 104.75 106.5

Bahrain Dinar 405 407

Canadian Dollar 116.25 117.5

China Yuan 22 22.15

Danish Krone 22.8 23.1

 Euro 170.75 172.75

Hong Kong Dollar 19.75 20

Indian Rupee 2.13 2.2

Japanese Yen 1.41 1.44

Kuwaiti Dinar 508 510.5

Malaysian Ringgit 37.2 37.55

NewZealand $ 101.65 102.35

Norwegians Krone 17.05 17.3

Omani Riyal 401.5 403.5

Qatari Riyal 42.35 42.7

 Saudi Riyal 40.8 41.2

Singapore Dollar 112.75 114.75

 Swedish Korona 16.45 16.7

Swiss Franc 157.2 158.1

 Thai Baht 5.05 5.15

U.A.E Dirham 41.8 42.2

 UK Pound Sterling 199.5 202

US Dollar 154.3 154.85 RCCI ask Government to provide conducive 
environment

RAWALPINDI

The Rawalpindi Chamber of 
Commerce (RCCI) President 
Saboor Malik has said that the 
government should provide 
a conducive environment for 
economic stability and eco-
nomic development in the 
country. Stakeholders should be 
taken on board in policymaking. 
Trader friendly tax reforms are 
readily acceptable to all and 
provide the necessary facilities 
to investors and industrial-
ists so that industry and com-
merce can flourish and create 
employment and business 
opportunities. He made these 

remarks during an interactive 
session with media persons at 
Chamber House here on Friday.

RCCI President Saboor Malik 
said that the interest rates, 
Electricity, Gas and petroleum 
products prices should be re-
duced so that the cost of pro-
duction can be reduced.

If stakeholders were taken 
on board, the government and 
FBR does not have to extend 
the date of filing the income tax 
every month.

He said that the business com-
munity will support the govern-
ment in national development 
and government reforms but 

it is also necessary for the gov-
ernment to take serious steps 
in solving the problems of the 
businessmen. He assured the 
government that the busi-
nessmen are not against tax 

collections. However we have 
concerns for not realizing the 
ground realities for setting tax 
targets, he further added.

The World Bank has also 
asked the government to re-

view the tax targets. It looks un-
wise and unrealistic for setting 
high revenue targets despite the 
fact the GDP growth is falling to 
below 3 percent as predicted 
by IMF.
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CAB protests rage over India

Hindutva deprives Muslims of 
constitutional & lawful rights: FM
Qureshi flays India for not issuing visas to devotees for Rukn-e-Alam Urs

MULTAN/NEW DELHI

Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi has condemned India for not 
granting visa to its Muslim minority 
members to come to Pakistan to attend 
the urs of Hazart Shah Rukn-e-Alam, 
which concluded here on Friday. While 
holding prayers at the concluding cer-
emony of the urs, he said that a large 
number of people belonging to ‘Jamaat 
Ghousia’ lived in India, who were facing 
difficulties due to the Narendra Modi 
government policies. He said the Jamaat 
members were forced to organise their 
gatherings locally, with special ‘Langer’ 
(free meal) arrangements there.

While criticisIng the Indian govern-
ment policies, Qureshi, who is also the 
custodian of Shah Rukn-e-Alam shrine, 
said hurdles were being created for the 
Indian Muslims deliberately.

He said the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) ideology of Hindutva had deprived 
Muslims of their constitutional and lawful 
rights. He said that entire region includ-
ing Pakistan had been facing difficulties 
due to Indian government policies. “A 
lot of problems have been emerging in 
the Middle East, which are also affecting 
Pakistan,” he added.

Referring to situation in Indian 
Occupied Kashmir, the foreign minister 

said their people were passing through 
the worst phase of their lives as they were 
not protected within the limits of ‘Chador 
and Chardewari’. He said their schools 
and seminaries had not been saved, de-
picting a grim picture in the Held Valley. 
He prayed that may Almighty Allah pro-
tect beliefs of neighbouring Muslims, 
lives of people of IOK from aggression 
of occupational armed forces. He prayed 
for maintaining solidarity of the country, 
protection of its boundaries from all ele-
ments posing threat to it.

Shah Mahmood said everyone who 
comes to the shrines is blessed by Allah 

Almighty. He said the shrine has always 
been a source of sanctification, brother-
hood and love. He praised all devotees 
who thronged the shrine from all prov-
inces of the country: Sindh, Balochistan 
and far-flung places of south Punjab. 
Provincial Minister for Auqaf Saeed-ul-
Hassan, Farooq Saeedi and others also 
addressed the ceremony on the third day, 
the last day of annual urs of Hazrat Shah 
Rukn-e-Alam.

Agitation and unrest over the 
Citizenship Amendment Act continues 
into the new year. A day after the Kerala 
Assembly passed a resolution seeking 

withdrawal of the citizenship law, Union 
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad said there 
is no escape from the implementation of 
the law, and emphasised such a proce-
dure is against the Constitution, reported 
Kashmir Media Service.

Meanwhile, amid new year celebrations, 
protests against the amended citizenship 
law continued in various parts of Delhi 
including at Shaheen Bagh, Jamia univer-
sity and the India Gate where agitators 
sang legendary poet Faiz Ahamed Faiz’s 
‘Hum Dekhenge’ and pledged to “defend 
the Constitution,” reported foreign media 
on Thursday.

In Tamil Nadu, Tamil orator Nellai 
Kannan, who allegedly made provocative 
remarks against Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah over 
the CAA last week, was taken into custody 
late Wednesday night.

Meanwhile, the Popular Front of India 
(PFI) rubbished the allegations by the 
Uttar Pradesh Police that the organisa-
tion had played a key role in triggering 
violence during the anti-Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA) protests in the 
state.

In a statement, PFI’s General Secretary 
M Muhammed Ali Jinnah said the allega-
tions were “absurd” and a “face-saving 
act” by the Uttar Pradesh Police. The PFI’s 

Global Markets

Stocks Tumble on Gulf Tensions
NEW YORK/LONDON/SHANGHAI

 Global stocks tumbled and oil prices 
surged on Friday after a top Iranian com-
mander was killed in a U.S. airstrike at 
Baghdad’s airport. European stocks tum-
bled and oil prices surged on Friday after a 
top Iranian commander was killed in a U.S. 
airstrike at Baghdad’s airport. Stock tum-
bled and oil prices surged on Friday after a 
top Iranian commander was killed in a U.S. 
airstrike at Baghdad’s airport.

The Stoxx 600 fell 0.9% and the DAX 
dropped 1.8%, reversing yesterday’s new 
year rally, while futures for Brent crude 
soared 4.1% to $68.96 and West Texas 
Intermediate crude futures also jumped 
4.3%. The FTSE 100, home to oil majors 
BP and Shell, suffered smaller losses, falling 
0.5%. U.S. stock futures also fell, with Dow 
Jones Industrial Average futures down 1.3% 
and S&P 500 futures slipping 1.7%.

General Qasem Soleimani, Iran’s most 
powerful military commander, was killed 
by a U.S. airstrike in Iraq on Thursday 
night, sending global markets into a spin. 
The Pentagon said Soleimani was “actively 
developing plans to attack American dip-
lomats and service members in Iraq and 

throughout the region.”. The attack reignited 
geopolitical tensions with Iran’s Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei promising 
“severe revenge.”

As investors sought havens amid mount-
ing risk, gold climbed 1.5% to $1550. Airline 
stocks were among the worst affected as 
oil prices rose sharply. Air France plunged 
7.4%, Deutsche Lufthansa dropped 7.7% 
and easyJet fell 3.3%. Conversely, oil majors 

posted solid gains with BP rising 1.8% and 
Royal Dutch Shell gaining 1.4%.

Asian shares extended their New Year’s 
rally on Friday after Wall Street struck an-
other record high on fresh Chinese stimulus 
while oil spiked after U.S. air strikes in Iraq 
heightened geopolitical tensions. MSCI’s 
broadest index of Asia-Pacific shares outside  
Japan .MIAPJ0000PUS touched its highest 
point since June 15, 2018 in early trade, but 

later pared gains. It was last up 0.31%.
The index had finished at its highest close 

in more than 18 months on Thursday, lifted 
by a New Year’s Day announcement from 
China’s central bank that it would cut the 
amount of cash that banks must hold as re-
serves, releasing release around 800 billion 
yuan ($114.87 billion).

Against the backdrop of a thaw in trade 
relations between the United States and 
China, global markets have seen renewed 
appetite for risk assets.

“You have from both a policy and trade 
perspective a favourable framework for 
... risk assets for the weeks to come,” said 
Frank Benzimra, head of Asia equity strat-
egy at Societe Generale in Hong Kong. “The 
issue in our view, and that is the central sce-
nario, is beyond these few weeks - where 
could we see a further correction?” he said, 
noting that the United States is unlikely 
to enjoy further fiscal stimulus before the 
presidential election in November.

But in an a fresh blow to stability in the 
Middle East, Iranian Major-General Qassem 
Soleimani, head of the elite Quds Force, and 
Iraqi militia commander Abu Mahdi al-Mu-
handis were killed early on Friday in an air 

strike on their convoy at Baghdad airport, 
an Iraqi militia spokesman told Reuters. U.S. 
officials told Reuters that strikes had been 
carried out against two targets linked to 
Iran in Baghdad.

The news sent oil prices surging, with 
global benchmark Brent crude LCOc1 
shooting 1.74% higher to $67.40 per bar-
rel and U.S. West Texas Intermediate crude 
CLc1 jumping 1.60% to $62.16 per barrel. 
News of the strikes came after U.S. Defense 
Secretary Mark Esper said on Thursday 
there were indications Iran or forces it 
backs may be planning additional attacks 
after Iranian-backed demonstrated hurled 
rocks at the U.S. embassy in Baghdad 
following American strikes on Sunday 
against bases of the Tehran-backed Kataib 
Hezbollah group.

Esper warned that the “game has 
changed” and it was possible the United 
States might have to take preemptive action 
to protect American lives. Equity markets 
remained unfazed as investors took further 
support from data on Thursday showing 
factory activity in China continued to grow 
at a solid pace in December, and that busi-
ness confidence improved.

Russian oil 
production 
hits record 
in 2019

MOSCOW

 Russia’s oil production in 2019 
reached 560.2 million tonnes, ex-
ceeding the levels of 2017 and 2018 
when it hit a record high of 549 mil-
lion tonnes and 556 million tonnes, 
according to the Central Dispatching 
Department of the Fuel Energy 
Complex. According to statistics, 
Soviet oil production set a record in 
1987 at 569.5 million tonnes. Later it 
continued decreasing and plunged to 
303 million tonnes by 1996.

Russia’s Energy Ministry predicts 
that domestic crude output could 
face a decline in the coming years un-
less a taxation reform is carried out. 
Energy Minister Alexander Novak 
says that Russia’s oil sector bears 
the highest tax burden in the world 
that amounts to 70% of companies’ 
revenues. The development of nearly 
half of Russia’s oil reserves is unprof-
itable under the current taxation sys-
tem, he notes.

Middle East tensions:

Pakistan for exercising 
maximum restraint

ISLAMABAD

 Pakistan on Friday urged Iran and the 
United States to exercise “maximum re-
straint” as tensions flared between the 
two countries following the killing of top 
Iranian commander Qassem Soleimani at 
an airport in Baghdad.  According to a press 
release issued by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (MoFA), Pakistan has “viewed with 
deep concern the recent developments in 
the Middle East”, adding that it could seri-
ously threaten peace in the region. 

Islamabad urged Iran and the US indi-
rectly to “avoid unilateral actions and use 
of force”, and abide by the UN charter which 
lays emphasis on territorial integrity and 
sovereignty. 

“All parties are urged to exercise maxi-
mum restraint, engage constructively to 
de-escalate the situation, and resolve issues 
through diplomatic means, in accordance 
with UN Charter and international law,” the 
statement reads. Tens of thousands took to 
the streets in Tehran after Friday prayers 
to shout slogans against the US for killing 
Soleimani. 

The Pentagon said that US President 

Donald Trump had ordered the hit on 
Soleimani after a pro-Iran mob this week 
laid siege to the US embassy.  Declaring 
three days of mourning across the coun-
try, Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei vowed to take “severe revenge” 
for Soleimani’s death. During his speech at 
the US Institute of Peace, Prime Minister 
Imran Khan had warned the world that a 
conflict with Iran would unleash terror-
ism that will make the world forget about 
Al-Qaeda. 

“I’m not sure if all the countries realise 
the gravity of the situation. If there’s a con-
flict with Iran, people don’t understand. 
You know, this is not going to be the same 
as Iraq, this could be much, much, much 
worse. It will have great consequences 
for Pakistan,” he had said, referring to de-
teriorating ties between Washington and 
Tehran. 

He had further said that Pakistan was 
“willing to do anything” so that the conflict 
between the US and Iran could be avoided. 
He warned the world that Tehran should 
not be “pushed into a situation where it 
leads to a conflict.”

Pak Navy ready for 
CPEC, Gwadar Port 
security: Naval chief     

KARACHI

 Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Zafar 
Mahmood Abbasi has said that the 
Coastal Command is fully ready for 
the security of Gwadar port and China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). 
According to a statement issued by 
a navy spokesman, Admiral Abbasi 
said this while addressing the annual 
Efficiency Competition Parade 2019 
of Pakistan Navy Coastal Command in 
Karachi.

The Naval chief expressed satisfaction 
over operational readiness of Pakistan 
Navy in prevalent maritime challenges 
including security aspects related to 
Gwadar Port and maritime components 
of CPEC. He also distributed awards to 
leading performing units during the year 
2019.

Last year on December 27, Pakistan 
Navy had successfully test fired differ-
ent missiles in the north Arabian Sea and 

at Makran Coast. According to the Navy’s 
spokesperson, warships and airplanes 
had fired anti-ship missiles at sea level. 
The Fast Attack Craft fired missile from 
the sea to surface level while missile had 
also been fired from the underwater 
conventional submarine to the ground. 
Meanwhile, air-defence missiles were 
also fired from Makran Coast.

Ehsaas webpage for MPs 
to be launched soon

ISLAMABAD

Special Assistant to the Prime 
Minister on Social Protection and 
Poverty Alleviation Dr Sania Nishtar 
on Friday said the ‘Ehsaas webpage 
for Parliamentarians’ will be launched 
soon, through which federal and pro-
vincial stakeholders will be able to take 
an active part in the execution of Ehsaas 
programmes.

She was talking to a delegation of ten 
women MPAs from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Assembly, who were briefed on Prime 
Minister’s flagship programme ‘Ehsaas’ 
in Islamabad today.

Through this webpage, federal-pro-
vincial stakeholders will be able to take 
an active part in the execution of Ehsaas 
programme such as interest-free loans, 
Kifalat stipends, undergraduate scholar-
ships, langars etc, she added.

Dr. Sania Nishtar says various social 
welfare programmes have been launched 
under Ehsas initiative while more are in 
the offing. She apprised them with details 
of Ehsaas programme and particularly 
areas with potential for federal-provin-
cial collaboration.

Women MPAs lauded the way, Ehsaas 
programme is being implemented and 
assured full support and cooperation for 
Ehsaas NSER survey. They highly praised 
the informative features of ‘Ehsaas web-
page for Parliamentarians’ which will 
help them to take full benefit and own-
ership of Ehsaas projects in field.

The delegation included Ayesha 
Naeem, Rabia Basri, Zeenat Bibi, Madiha 
Nisar, Maria Fatima, Sajida Hanif, Dr. Asia 
Asad, Ayesha Bano, Asia Khattak and Dr. 
Summaira Shams accompanied by MNA, 
Nafeesa Inayatullah Khattak.       

US factory activity 
remains decade’s 
weakest in Dec

WASHINGTON

The US manufacturing sector con-
tracted in December by the most in more 
than a decade with order volumes crash-
ing to near an 11-year low and factory 
employment falling for a fifth straight 
month, according to an industry report 
released on Friday.

The Institute for Suply Management 
(ISM) said its index of national factory 
activity fell to 47.2 last month from 48.1 
in November. It was the lowest reading 
since June 2009 and thwarted expec-
tations for a leveling off in the pace of 
decline in a sector buffeted by the U.S.-

China trade war.
A reading above 50 indicates expan-

sion in the manufacturing sector and a 
reading below 50 indicates contraction. 
Economists polled by Reuters had been 
looking for a tick up to 49.0.

The manufacturing sector had been 
under pressure for much of the second 
half of 2019, as tit-for-tat tariffs between 
Washington and Beijing slowed the flow 
of goods between the world’s two largest 
economies and contributed to a cooling 
in the pace of global economic growth.

Last month, the sides announced they 
had reached agreement on a Phase 1 
deal that appears to have eased tensions 
for now, and Trump this week said the 
accord would be signed on Jan. 15 in 
Washington. Still, the deal appears to 
have been reached too late in the month 
to have fueled the hoped-for reversal 
in the factory sector’s slowdown. Key 
sub-indexes of activity in the ISM series 
notched multi-year lows last month.

ISM’s employment index fell to 45.1 in 
December from 46.6 in November, the 
lowest reading since January 2016. And 
new orders dropped to 46.8, the lowest 
since April 2009, from 47.2.

The prices paid index, however, reg-
istered its first reading above 50 since 
May, rising to 51.7 from 46.7 the month 
before.

Chinese, Mongolian leaders 
exchange New Year greetings

BEIJING

Chinese President Xi Jinping and 
Mongolian President Khaltmaa Battulga 
exchanged New Year congratulations on 
Wednesday, pledging to enhance their 
countries’ cooperation. In his message, 
Xi said that 2019 witnessed significant 
progress in China-Mongolia relations, 
with the two sides marking the 70th an-
niversary of bilateral diplomatic ties and 
achieving fruitful results in exchanges and 
cooperation in various fields.

He recalled that when Battulga paid a 

state visit to China and attended the sec-
ond Belt and Road Forum for International 
Cooperation last April, they had in-depth 
exchange of views and reached important 
consensus, providing important political 
guidance for bilateral relations.

Stressing that he attaches great im-
portance to China-Mongolia relations, Xi 
pledged to work with Battulga to push 
for new progress in the China-Mongolia 
comprehensive strategic partnership, so 
as to benefit the two countries and their 
peoples.


