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What we now face is the contra-
diction between unbalanced and 
inadequate development and the 
people’s ever-growing needs for a 

better life.

President of China

Xi Jinping

Govt ready for dialogue with opposition 
excluding amendment in NAB’s law: Sarwar Khan

Tourism help promote positive image of Balochistan: Chinese scholar

The Asian Telegraph

791 parliamentarians 
submit assets’ 

statements so far: ECP
RAWALPINDI

Election Commission of Pakistan 
has said that so far 791 parlia-
mentarians have submitted their 
yearly statements of assets and 
liabilities for financial year 2019-
20.
According to an official of ECP, as 
many as 394 parliamentarians 
could not submit their assets de-
tail out of total 1195 parliamen-
tarians while 10 seats are still va-
cant.
Under Section 137 of the Elections 
Act, 2017 every member of an as-
sembly and Senate has to submit 
to the Commission, on or before 
December 31st each year. VoM

China says it will take action against U.S. delisting of its 
telecom firms

Bureau Reporter
UNITED NATIONS  

China will take “necessary measures” 
to safeguard the interests of its compa-
nies after the New York Stock Exchange 
began delisting three Chinese telecom 
firms that Washington says have mili-
tary ties, the country’s commerce min-
istry said on Saturday.

The NYSE said on Thursday that 
it would delist China Mobile, China 
Unicom and China Telecom following 
President Donald Trump’s move in 
November to bar U.S. investment in 31 
firms that Washington says are owned 
or controlled by the Chinese military.

“This kind of abuse of national se-
curity and state power to suppress 
Chinese firms does not comply with 
market rules and violates market logic,” 
the Chinese Ministry of Commerce said 
in a statement.

“It not only harms the legal rights 
of Chinese companies but also dam-
ages the interests of investors in other 
countries, including the United States,” 
it added.

While the ministry said it will take ac-
tion to protect its firms, it also called on 

the United States to meet China half-
way and put bilateral trade relations 
back on track.

In its final weeks before President-
elect Joe Biden takes office on Jan. 20, 
the Trump administration has stepped 
up its hardline stance against China.

Relations between the two biggest 
economies have come under increas-
ing strain amid a series of disputes over 
issues like trade and human rights. 

The U.S. Commerce Department 
added dozens of Chinese companies 

to a trade blacklist in December, ac-
cusing Beijing of using its firms to har-
ness civilian technologies for military 
purposes.

Chinese diplomats have expressed 
hope that Biden’s election will help ease 
tensions between the two countries.

In comments published on Saturday, 
China’s senior diplomat Wang Yi said 
relations with the United States had 
reached a “new crossroads” and “a new 
window of hope” could now be opened. 
Reuters

RAWALPINDI
Minister for Aviation Ghulam 

Sarwar Khan on Saturday said 
the government was ready to 
hold dialogue with the opposi-
tion on all national issues exclud-
ing amendment in the National 
Accountability Bureau’s law.

Talking to media he said op-
position should sit with the 
government on national and in-
ternational issues like Covid-19, 
threats from India, Kashmir issue, 
electoral reforms and economic 
problems.

He said that he met industrialists 
in different parts of the country, 
adding, the manufacturers said 
that due to prudent policies of 
incumbent government the coun-
try was on right track and all eco-
nomic indicators were positive.

The exporters informed that 
their exports had touched figure 
of US $ 250 billion hoping that it 
would rise upto US $ 4 billion, he 
said.

Our foreign reserves have also 
been increased by 18.4 percent 
year-on-year growth in December, 

Sarwar added.
The Minister said the leader-

ship of pf Pakistan Democratic 
Movement has announced to 
contest by-elections, and would 
also, hopefully, participate in 
the Senate elections, adding that 
the democratic process should 
continue for betterment of the 
country.

He said PDM has been divided 
in two parts over the issue of 
resignations, adding that large 
number of Members National 
Assembly and Members Provincial 
Assemblies of opposition parties 
were not willing to resign.

Ghulam Sarwar Khan said peo-
ple did not support the narrative 
of Nawaz Sharif, and the patriotic 
people within the PML-N were 
parting their ways with Nawaz 
Sharif.

He said there was no base in 
reports about the privatisation 
of Pakistan International Airline 
(PIA) and its assets.

“We have no plan to privatise 
PIA, rather bringing reforms in 
it,” added. VoM

Govt striving to make 
PWDs self-reliant 

through skill training: 
Begum Alvi

KARACHI 
First Lady Begum Samina Alvi Saturday said the 
government was striving to provide skill training 
to the persons with disabilities (PWDs) to help 
them become self-reliant.
The skill training would not only help the dis-
abled persons stand on their own feet by get-
ting jobs but also remove the stigma of charity 
attached with them, she said during the visit to 
the office of Korangi Association of Trade and In-
dustry (KATI).
Begum Alvi said under ‘Kafalat Programme’, the 
disabled persons would start getting the monthly 
stipend of Rs 2,000 by the end of January.
She said across the world plenty of facilities were 
provided to the PWDs, but some people here un-
fortunately considered such children as burden. 
The parents felt ashamed for having children 
with disabilities, but neither it was their fault nor 
that of their kids. She said there was a quota ear-
marked in government jobs for the PWDs in all 
the provinces, however, it was not properly im-
plemented. The element of sympathy and charity 
left the disabled persons frustrated in case they 
got any employment opportunity, she added.
Begum Alvi emphasised upon provision of facili-
ties for the PWDs at shopping centers, parks and 
other public places.
The First Lady told the KATI office-bearers that 
the children with disabilities were always invited 
to attend different programmes at the Presidency 
in order to remove their inferiority complexes 
and make them feel that they were same like 
other human beings.
“I am working for the poor,” she said. Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan was also working for the poor 
and with that objective, he had initiated the proj-
ect of ‘Panagahs’ (shelter homes), where the un-
derprivileged could stay and eat in hygienic con-
ditions. VoM

President suggests early population census 
with stakeholders’ consensus

BEIJING
President Dr Arif Alvi says steps are underway 

to bring differently abled people into the main-
stream society by providing them necessary tech-
nical skills and capacity building.

Talking to members of the Sindh Business 
Chambers in Karachi on Saturday, he said we need 
to adopt a rights based approach instead of char-
ity based approach for persons with disabilities.

The President also highlighted the need for 
coordination with training centers to provide 
necessary skills to persons with disabilities and 
enabling them for employment opportunities in 
different sectors of industry.

The President was informed that Karachi 
Association of Trade and Industry was collabo-
rating with the HUNAR Foundation for designing 
special technical courses for the differently abled 
persons to make them suitable for job.

The President said industries producing raw 
materials for the export industries also need to 
be enlisted, so that they could also be provided 
sufficient supply of energy on priority basis.

President Dr. Arif Alvi says in view of contro-
versy over the results of population census, the 
next census should be held early by incorporat-
ing the suggestions of all stakeholders to evolve 
a consensus.

In an interview with a private television channel, 
he said as per law, the consensus on census result 
is essential for holding the elections.

The President said the PTI government had 
inherited several issues like artificial rupee val-
ues, current account deficit and low revenue 
generation.

However, he said the national economy made 
a turnaround despite COVID-19 and also main-
tained a balance between lives and livelihood by 
allowing business activity.

Dr Arif Alvi said currently, the investors are 
coming to Pakistan as the stock exchange is also 
responding well.

About the NAB law, he said it covers the cor-
ruption made during last 40 years in which the 
number of cases on opposition parties would be 
far more than the PTI, which has just two years 
of rule. VoM

Technical skills being provided to differently abled 
people: President

BEIJING  
Government’s initiatives to improve se-

curity situation in Balochistan and projects 
launched under China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) have created a number of 
opportunities for tourist to explore natural 
beauty of the province.

“I think it’s fair to say that the continu-
ous development of the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC), especially the 
construction of Gwadar Port, has brought 
a new hope to Balochistan, which has 
been backward for a long time and has 
also created conditions for the develop-
ment of tourism and cultural industry in 
the province.”

This was stated by Cheng Xizhong, vis-
iting professor at Southwest University 
of Political Science and Law in his article 
published by China Economic Net (CEN) 
on Saturday.

According to media reports, the 
Balochistan government has launched 
seven projects to promote tourism in 
coastal areas of the province on which 
work is in progress.

A meeting chaired by the chief minister 
discussed promotion of tourism, culture, 
archeology and development schemes at 
tourist sites in Balochistan.

A master plan has been prepared for the 

promotion of tourism and work on eco-
tourism resorts is also underway at seven 
places in the coastal areas of the province.

As per the master plan, model beach 
parks will be established at Gadani, Kund 
Malir, Ormara, Pasni and Gwadar to pro-
vide maximum facilities to tourists.

The master plan for the development of 
tourism facilities in Ziarat and Shaban val-
leys has also been prepared.

In Balochistan, tourism offices will be set 
up at divisional levels, and tourism infor-
mation centers will be opened along major 
highways.

The Balochistan government believes 
that the promotion of tourism, arts and 
culture will highlight the positive image 
of Balochistan.

Balochistan, the largest provinces of the 
country, spreads over an area of 347,190 
square kilometers, accounting 43.6 percent 
of the total area of Pakistan. Balochistan 

has a population of 7.167 million, ac-
counting for five percent of Pakistan’s total 
population.

Physically, Balochistan is an extensive 
plateau of rough terrain divided into ba-
sins by ranges of sufficient heights and 
ruggedness. Broadly, Balochistan’s geo-
graphic area can be divided into four dis-
tinct zones: Upper high lands, lower high 
lands, plains, and deserts.

The coastal-line is about 760 kilometers 
long, with a number of peninsulas and 
promontories.

The coastal area is not effectively con-
nected with the interior and the steep hills 
rise abruptly beyond the narrow coastal 
plain. Ports, such as Somiani, Pasni and 
Gwadar are unsheltered.

Federal and provincial governments have 
comprehensive development plans that 
feature a deep-sea port at Gwadar and a 
coastal highway.

“I think it’s fair to say that the continu-
ous development of the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC), especially the 
construction of Gwadar Port, has brought 
a new hope to Balochistan, which has been 
poor and backward for a long time and has 
also created conditions for the develop-
ment of tourism and cultural industry in 
the province,” Cheng Xizhong said. Xinhua

MULTAN 
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi on Sat-
urday said Prime Minister Imran Khan enjoyed 
full confidence of both the public and the Parlia-
ment unlike the leadership of Pakistan Democrat-
ic Movement (PDM).
The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) was voted to 
power by the masses and the opposition should 
honour that public mandate, he said while talking 
to the people of his constituency.
Qureshi said the whole nation knew the politics 
of PDM leaders very well and the government 
was not worried from their so-called protest 
movement.
He questioned as to why the opposition leaders 
were waiting for January 31 to tender resigna-
tions from the assembles. Their disappointment 
was apparent as the prime minister would not 
resign as per their desire or pressure.
The PDM leaders failed to take any decision in 
their over five and a half hours meeting, he added.
The foreign minister said the PTI government was 
making all-out efforts to ensure early completion 
of the second phase of China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC), which would bring a new era of 
development in the country.
He said the Ministry of Foreign Affairs was fol-

lowing modern trends of economic diplomacy. 
The diplomats across the globe were given cer-
tain targets to promote the country’s economy, 
he added.
Qureshi welcomed the Intra-Afghan dialogue 
process and stated that peace in Afghanistan 
would lead to peace in the region.
He said the Hindutva policy of Naredra Modi gov-
ernment was a threat to peace and stability of the 
entire Asia.
The foreign minister spent a busy day. He chaired 
a meeting to review different uplift projects.He 
visited different areas of the constituency to con-
dole with the people whose relatives had died. 
While chairing a meeting here on Saturday, For-
eign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
observed that Multan was a mega city There was 
need to launch different uplift schemes in dif-
ferent sectors of the city. Multan would be the 
provincial capital in future, he stated. The gov-
ernment was focusing equally in both, urban and 
rural areas, said Qureshi.
Qureshi also hinted comprehensive strategy to 
resolve sewerage issues of city on permanent 
basis. Similarly, Education and Health were also 
included in priorities of the government. Chief 
Whip National Assembly and Special Assistant 

to Prime Minister Malik Aamir Dogar also in-
structed district administration to shift Timber, 
Iron and Grain markets outside the city. He also 
stressed the need to widen road from Dera Adda 
to Northern Bypass via Lodhi colony.
Provincial Minister for Energy Dr Akhtar Malik 
also spoke and stated that 82 Basic Health Units 
would be energized through solar system. Multan 
is in urgent need of another Medical College and 
IT university.
Provincial parliamentary secretary for Informa-
tion Nadeem Qureshi proposed to promote cul-
tural and religious identity of city of saints. MPA 
Qasim Langah said that road should be widened 
between Shujabad to Jalalpur Pirwala.
Earlier, Deputy Commissioner Aamir Khattak 
gave briefing to parliamentarians and informed 
them about different problems.
He suggested recruitment to improve working of 
Water and Sanitation Authority (WASA).
Similarly, machinery and human resources were 
also required for Waste Management Company.
He apprised that uplift schemes worth Rs 2280 
millions were in progress across the district. Sim-
ilarly, under annual development programme, Rs 
5.73 billion were being spent, concluded Deputy 
Commissioner. VoM

PM enjoys full public trust unlike PDM: Qureshi
PM Imran Khan to announce mega uplift package for Multan: FM Qureshi

Online visa facility 
provided for 192 

countries: Interior 
Minister

ISLAMABAD
Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed 
says the elements involved in Karak temple 
incident will be dealt with an iron hand as 
per the law, and they will be duly punished.
In a statement today, he said thirty-six peo-
ple, including the mastermind of the inci-
dent, have been arrested.
The Minister said it is the government’s re-
sponsibility to protect all religious minori-
ties in the country.
He said no person, regardless of his politi-
cal or religious affiliation, will be allowed 
to disrespect sacred places of any religion.
He said the Karak temple incident was an 
attempt to malign Pakistan and the ele-
ments behind this case are those who have 
been exposed by the European Union Dis-
infoLab.
Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed 
says the government has launched online 
visa system for 191 countries to make its 
process easy for people.
Talking to media in Rawalpindi today, he 
said online visa system will eradicate cor-
ruption and ensure transparency besides 
addressing complaints of people.
The Minister said two hundred thousand 
applications were received on the very first 
day of  online visa.
The Minister said 1.5 million Afghan refu-
gees are allowed to live in Pakistan, while 
two hundred thousand illegal national 
identity cards have been blocked.
He said 300 mobile vans of NADRA will 
visit different areas across the country to 
facilitate the masses.
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed said Eagle Squad, 
equipped with latest technology, will soon 
be introduced for security of Islamabad.
Responding to a question, he said passport 
of Nawaz Sharif is expiring on 16th of next 
month and it will not be extended. VoM
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New year resolution

W e all make resolutions. With the arrival of New Year we can 
notice many people expressing their aims and resolutions 
for the year they are about to enter. These resolutions pro-
vide a way to think in a new direction. These resolutions 
are not confined to some specific segment of the life. One 
can have more than one resolution about different aspects 

of life. Ailments are part of life though unfortunate but truth. Breast cancer is also 
one of the diseases which have disturbed the life of women. We might have heard 
many stories about people who are determined to do something in their life and 
are fighting with the adversities. Here is another story of a brave girl ready to fight 
out breast cancer.Everyone has abilities. It is actually how an individual utilize his 
or her capabilities. Here we need to understand the importance of screening which 
is essential for every woman not merely to find out the lumps in the breasts but 
also being a part of the regular checkup procedure. One should be aware of this 
particular health .  Hiding the fact or escaping from it isn’t the right approach rather 
accept it and get ready to defeat it with your will power and inner strength which 
is actually an unmatchable option. The incumbent government is also focused 
regarding this  particular issue. Fight against breast cancer is not merely fight of 
an individual but a society.  collective approach and support can further ease the 
situation for a woman. Giving her confidence is the best way to fight out breast 
cancer. National screening program should also be introduced in order to provide 
facilities so women can have a platform where they can easily go for their checkup 
or screening. There is also need to provide such facilities to women living in remote 
areas.This should also be resolution of every woman around  that breast cancer 
has to be defeated at earliest. 

SAARC enriching re-
gional integration

I n the present era of changing global dynamics, the regional economies 
need to work in close collaboration with each other. The mutual coopera-
tion among regional stakeholders not only ensures strong multilateral ties 
but also enhances the shared objectives of long term peace and stabil-
ity among the nations.The organisation of South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) is the forum of eight countries in South 

Asia that are bound by ties of shared history and culture. SAARC is a tangible 
manifestation of its member states to promote peace, stability, amity and progress 
in the region through strict adherence to principles of territorial integrity, sover-
eign equality, non-use of force, national independence and peaceful settlement of 
disputes.Though SAARC commenced its journey with limited areas of cooperation, 
its ambit of cooperation continued to expand over the years. Regional coopera-
tion under the auspices of SAARC today covers areas, such as, poverty alleviation, 
economic and trade, agriculture, education, energy, culture, regional connectivity, 
infrastructure development, climate change, investment, finance, security, disaster 
risk reduction and management, fight against terrorism and drug trafficking, and 
promotion of people-to-people contacts and tourism, among others.AARC Visa 
Exemption Scheme became operational in 1992 is seen as an important mile-
stone for enhancing people-to-people contacts. This is indeed a forum to further 
strengthen relations for better reach and development.  Economic integration is 
also one of the aspects of such developments. 
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Today in History

Shades of Fascism

Fascism, political ideology and mass move-
ment that dominated many parts of central, 
southern, and eastern Europe, the United 
States, South Africa, Japan, Latin America, 
and the Middle East. Europe’s first fascist 
leader, Benito Mussolini, named his party 

after the Latin word fasces, which alluded to a heap 
of elm or birch rods (typically containing an axe) that 
was used as a symbol of penal authority in ancient 
Rome. The fundamental features of fascism disclosed 
in Mussolini’s Italy and Hitler’s Germany were revan-
chism, that is roister of a splendid past (Aryan origins 
in the case of Hitler’s Germany and ancient Roman 
magnificence in Mussolini’s Italy’s case). Albeit fascist 
parties and movements varied significantly from each 
another, they shared many familiar characteristics, in-
cluding outrageous militaristic nationalism, contempt 
for electoral democracy and political and cultural liber-
alism, the rule of elites and a belief in the natural social 
hierarchy, and the desire to create a Volksgemeinschaft 
(German: “people’s community”), in which individual 
interests would be subjected to the benefit of the coun-
try. The prime objective, to be specific, is the creation 
of barriers against a community’s progress towards 
democracy and a liberation order, and preservation of 
an exploitative system.There has been considerable 

contradiction about the nature of fascism. Some see 
it as a socially radical development with ideological 
connections to the Jacobins of the French Revolution, 
while others consider it to be an outrageous form of 
conservatism roused by a nineteenth-century backlash 
against the ideals of the Enlightenment. Some find fas-
cism irrational and term fascist demonologies as the 
outflow of irrationally misled outrage and disappoint-
ment, though others are intrigued with the rationality 
with which it served the material interests of its allies 
and the rational ways by which these demonologies 
were utilized to sustain proficient or class advantages.
We should differentiate between fascism as a develop-
ment looking for power and fascism that has caught the 
state. India has the longest-running fascist movement 
in the world. The internal language of the 100-year-
old RSS hasn’t transformed; they’re still utilizing the 
policies by Savarkar or Golwalkar for inculcating their 
members and Golwalkar was of the perception that the 
Nazi illustration of getting rid of Jews from Germany 
should be continued in India for Muslims. They’ve made 
an appearance of themselves diversely to the rest of 
the world, contingent upon their sense of solidarity or 
impunity. They were on edge after killing Gandhi, and 
afterwards, they weren’t defensive any more, reevaluat-
ing themselves as a social service organization. The old 
language step by step returned to the forefront. Their 
repertoire incorporates to a natural and primordial 
nationalism, that country should be refined and safe-
guarded by cleansing it of its contaminations.India has 
a spurious democracy, the esteemed priests of Hindutva 
claim that they are battling sham secularism and that 
the potion they are selling is secularism in its most 
perfect and pure form, they have sabotaged the Indian 
state by making Hindus feel secularism was to their 

detriment and by one way or another it had ‘spoiled 
Muslims’. The BJP was set its pattern for getting power 
from the Babari masjid destruction: the BJP could get 
electoral help by playing an anti-Muslim card, depicting 
Muslims as anti-nationals who had raided Hindu glory 
during 800 years of Muslim rule. Fascism has failed all 
over and India will be no exception. On account of Nazi 
Germany, it waged war against Europe and had to be 
demolished and reconstructed by the US, Britain and 
the Soviet Union. To cite Asian examples, the RSS-BJP 
amalgam in India might want to emulate for Indian 
Muslims, Mynamar’s repulsion of Rohingyas, or follow 
China’s strategies with Uyghurs (stamp out Uyghur 
culture through brutality and settling Han Chinese in 
Xinjiang). Copying China’s model against the Uyghurs 
will likewise not work in India. India will lose its de-
mocracy and not accomplish the financial and military 
power of the Chinese. Except if Indians gets its hand 
on fascism, the result will be much like Yugoslavia. It 
is conceivable that Indians will ultimately dispatch a 
civil disobedience movement in the style of Gandhi to 
challenge the RSS-BJP’s fascism. Other nations need to 
acknowledge it is monetarily unsafe (as well as ethi-
cally unworthy) to put resources into India under the 
RSS-BJP. Gulf and Arab countries additionally need to 
understand that the RSS has been gathering assets in 
their countries to persecute Muslims in India. 

Star Wars

New Mandalorian controversy has fans fighting again
DUBAI

Just when you thought Star Wars fans could relax 
and enjoy The Mandalorian, a new controversy has 
them fighting like a pack of Wookiees over the last 
bantha steak.For those who haven’t seen it yet, The 
Mandalorian (spoiler alert!) features the return of 

two beloved characters from the original movies, 
as well as a bunch of characters from the cartoon 
spin-offs and — of course — Baby Yoda.It was like 
a Christmas smorgasbord, stacked with favour-
ites and guaranteed to please everyone.Except we 
are talking about Star Wars fans, so it didn’t.First 

came the inevitable Twitter controversy. Although, 
let’s face it, “Twitter controversy” is an oxymoron.
It started when one fan live-streamed himself 
watching the final episode of The Mandalorian’s 
season two, where he spent about the last 15 
minutes crying with happiness.In the context of 
Gal Gadot (Wonder Woman) and pals singing at 
us from their mansions, Madonna’s video while 
enjoying a bath in freshly killed unicorn blood 
and Gwyneth Paltrow selling us candles that 
smell like her vagina, it seems harmless enough.
But then the mockery started — and when a senior 
Lucasfilm executive joined in, it got serious. I’m 
not sure what approach these fans were hoping 
for. Perhaps they’re like the infamous Comic Book 
Guy from The Simpsons, who’s not happy unless he 
can pronounce: “Worst episode/comic/Star Wars 
ever!”Off the back of The Mandalorian’s success, 
Disney has announced a whole host of new Star 
Wars TV shows, plus movies, including one by the 
genius Taika Waititi.And he summed things up 
beautifully when he tweeted a response to Disney 
plugging his new film: “What? Ugh, as a longtime 
fan of Star Wars, I’m so angry about what I’m going 
to do to ruin it.”Yes, that old proverb about “never 
looking a gift horse in the mouth” doesn’t hold true 
for Star Wars. Instead, fans would want to cut it 
open like it was a Tauntaun in a Hoth snowstorm 
and then all dive inside, so they could continue the 
fight properly.Maybe Lucasfilm and Disney need to 
embrace this. Not literally — I’m not suggesting 
they start disembowelling horses with lightsabers.

NASA’s Webb Sunshield Successfully Unfolds 
and Tensions in Final Tests

CALIFORNIA
Lengthened to the size of a tennis court, 

the five-layer sunshield of NASA’s fully 
assembled James Webb Space Telescope 
successfully completed a final series of 
large-scale deployment and tensioning 
tests. This milestone puts the observatory 
one step closer to its launch in 2021.“This 
is one of Webb’s biggest accomplishments 
in 2020,” said Alphonso Stewart, Webb 
deployment systems lead for NASA’s 
Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, 
Maryland. “We were able to precisely syn-
chronize the unfolding motion in a very 
slow and controlled fashion and maintain 
its critical kite-like shape, signifying it is 
ready to perform these actions in space.” 
The sunshield protects the telescope and 
reflects light and background heat from 
the Sun, Earth and Moon into space. The 
observatory must be kept cold to accom-
plish groundbreaking science in infrared 
light, which is invisible to human eyes 
and felt as heat.In the sunshield’s shadow, 
Webb’s innovative technologies and sensi-
tive infrared sensors will allow scientists 
to observe distant galaxies and study 
many other intriguing objects in the uni-
verse.Maintaining the sunshield’s shape 
involves a delicate, complicated process.

“Congratulations to the entire team. Due 
to Webb’s large size and stringent perfor-
mance requirements, the deployments are 
incredibly complex. In addition to the 
required technical expertise, this set of 
tests required detailed planning, deter-
mination, patience and open communica-
tion. The team proved that it has all these 
attributes. It’s amazing to think that next 
time Webb’s sunshield is deployed it will 
be many thousands of miles away, hur-
tling through space,” said James Cooper, 
Webb’s sunshield manager at Goddard.
The Kapton® polymer-coated membranes 
of Webb’s sunshield were fully deployed 
and tensioned in December at Northrop 
Grumman in Redondo Beach, California. 
Northrop Grumman designed the obser-
vatory’s sunshield for NASA.

LONDON
It concludes the new variant increases the Reproduction or R 

number by between 0.4 and 0.7.he UK’s latest R number has been 
estimated at between 1.1 and 1.3. It needs to be below 1.0 for the 
number of cases to start falling.Prof Axel Gandy of London’s Imperial 
College said the differences between the viruses types was “quite 
extreme”.“There is a huge difference in how easily the variant virus 
spreads,” he told BBC News. “This is the most serious change in the 
virus since the epidemic began,” he added.The Imperial College study 
suggests transmission of the new variant tripled during England’s 
November lockdown while the previous version was reduced by 
a third.Cases of Covid-19 have begun to increase rapidly during 
the second spike, and the number of cases recorded in a single day 
reached a new high on Thursday. Early results indicated that the 
virus was spreading more quickly among under-20s, particularly 
among secondary school age children.But the very latest data indi-
cates that it was spreading quickly across all age groups, according 
to Prof Gandy who was a member of the research team.“One possible 
explanation is that the early data was collected during the time of the 
November lockdown where schools were open and the activities of 
the adult population were more restricted. We are seeing now that 
the new virus has increased infectiousness across all age groups.” 
Prof Jim Naismith, of Oxford University, said he believed that the 
new findings indicated that even tougher restrictions would soon be 

needed.“The data from Imperial represent the best analysis to date 
and imply that the measures we have employed to date, would - with 
the new virus - fail to reduce the R number to below 1.“In simpler 
terms, unless we do something different the new virus strain is going 
to continue to spread, more infections, more hospitalisations and 
more deaths.”The R number is the average number of people an 
infected person infects. If it is above 1 the epidemic is growing. he 
most chilling finding from this piece of research is that the November 
lockdown in England, hard though it was for many people, would 
not have stopped the variant form of the virus spreading. The same 
severe restrictions that saw cases of the previous version of the virus 
fall by a third, would see a tripling of the new variant. This is why 
there has been such a sudden tightening of restrictions across the 
country.It is unclear whether the current restrictions will be enough 
to control the spread of the virus. Given the fact that it has taken two 
lockdowns to stop the earlier version of the virus overwhelming the 
NHS, many scientists fear that further tightening will be necessary. 
Infection levels will begin to drop as enough people are vaccinated. 
But until then it is now more important than ever for people to fol-
low social distancing guidelines, wear masks where required and 
to regularly wash their hands.The new year brings with it hope of a 
more normal life in the next few months but also a new form of the 
virus that all of us will have to combat in the coming days and weeks.

New variant ‘raises R number by up to 0.7’

January-03-1834

Escalating the tensions that would 
lead to rebellion and war, the 
Mexican government imprisons the 
Texas colonizer Stephen Austin in 
Mexico City.Stephen Fuller Austin 
was a reluctant revolutionary. His 

father, Moses Austin, won permission from the 
Mexican government in 1821 to settle 300 Anglo-
American families in Texas. When Moses died 
before realizing his plans, Stephen took over and 
established the fledgling Texas community on 
the lower reaches of the Colorado and Brazos 
Rivers. Periodic upheavals in the government 
of the young Mexican Republic forced Austin to 
constantly return to Mexico City where he ar-
gued for the rights of the American colonists in 
Texas, representing their interests as a colonial 
founder. Yet, Austin remained confident that 
an Anglo-American state could succeed within 
the boundaries of the Mexican nation. Mexican 
authorities were less certain. Alarmed by the 
growing numbers of former Americans migrat-
ing to Texas (8,000 in Austin’s colonies alone by 
1832) and rumors the U.S. intended to annex the 
region, the Mexican government began to limit 
immigration in 1830. Though Austin found loop-

holes allowing him to circumvent the policy, the 
Mexican policy angered many Anglo-American 
colonists who already had a long list of griev-
ances against their distant government. In 1833, 
a group of colonial leaders met to draft a consti-

tution that would create a new Anglo-dominated 
Mexican state of Texas by splitting away from the 
Mexican-dominated Coahuila region it had pre-
viously been tied to. The colonists hoped that 
by decreasing the influence of native Mexicans, 

Stephen Austin imprisoned by Mexicans

Writer is the sub-editor at The Asian 
Telegraph

w Maham Tayyeb
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Katherine Ryan refuses 
pizza

NEWYORK
The 37-year-old comic insisted she wouldn’t tuck 
into the tasty Italian foodstuff even if she was being 
held “at gunpoint” because she’s put off by its 
doughy base.She said: “I would not eat pizza at gun-
point but I like pineapple. Sometimes I will have a 
bowl of pineapple with mozzarella cheese, just cold, 
sprinkled on top.“I think cheese and pineapple is 
lovely together. But I don’t eat pizza. I’ve never had 
pizza in my life. I don’t like bread.”The ‘Duchess’ 
star also revealed she has a surprising obsession 
with Queen Elizabeth’s daughter, Princess Anne, 
and is “outraged” that she’ll never be queen.She 
said in an interview: “I really love Princess Anne. I 
have books about her and I have pictures of her on 
my wall.“Happy 70th birthday Princess Anne.“I love 
her, she’s my favourite and I’m outraged that be-
cause Charles allegedly has a p***s, he got to jump 
ahead of her in line to the throne I’m glad they 
changed that rule.”Katherine – who is Canadian – 
is also a fan of the Duchess of Sussex and thinks she 
was just what Prince Harry needed in his life.She 
said: “I have some complicated feelings about the 
royals, I love Meghan Markle though.“I feel like all of 
us watched wonderful Prince Harry lose his mum 
and he seemed like he needed to be liberated by a 
really smart woman. And I love those two.“Those 
are all the printable feelings that I have about the 
royals.”VoM

Christian thrilled by Jennifer 
shout out for Selena series

NEW YORK
Christian Serratos found out Jennifer Lopez was 
a big fan of her new show about doomed Tejano 
singer Selena at the same time as everyone else 
- by reading the news on social media.Selena 
Quintanilla-Perez died aged only 23 in 1995, 
after being shot by her fan club manager, and the 
Dreaming of You hitmaker was played by Lopez in 
the subsequent 1997 film about the star and her 
tragic death, titled, Selena.Now The Walking Dead 
actress Christian is playing the Mexican-American 
in new Netflix show, Selena: The Series, and when 
she read the superstar was “so excited... to see it”, 
she was blown away by the “really heartwarming” 
endorsement.“Yeah I didn’t see that coming at all,” 
Serratos said on The Kelly Clarkson Show.“I’m such 
a fan of hers and I grew up watching that movie 
(Selena). I know that movie backwards and for-
wards, and she did such an amazing job playing 
Selena,” she exclaimed.“I saw it (comment) on 
social media with everyone else. I didn’t know 
that was coming and it was really heartwarming,” 
Serratos went on.But being such a big fan of J.Lo’s 
portrayal meant Serratos felt the “pressure” for her 
own performance to hit all the right notes, too.VoM

Katherine Shares Daughter 
Photo During Beach Trip

DUBAI
To mark her first Christmas as a mom, 
Katherine Schwarzenegger opened up 
about how 2020 was “a wild time to 
embark on this journey of mother-
hood.” On New Year’s Eve, she shared 
a rare photo of  daughter Lyla on 
Instagram during her first time at the 
beach.“Closing out 2020 with a quiet 
beach walk (and a first beach experi-
ence for one of us),” she wrote along-
side a photo of herself and husband 
Chris Pratt, which includes a glimpse 
of their little one in a cute pom-pom 
hat. The second photo in the carou-
sel is of Schwarzenegger posing near 
the water with Lyla in her carrier. 
Pratt and Schwarzenegger welcomed 
their first child together in August. 
“We are beyond thrilled to announce 
the birth of our daughter, Lyla Maria 
Schwarzenegger Pratt ,” he wrote on 
Instagram at the time. “We couldn’t be 
happier. Both mom and baby are doing 
great. We are extremely blessed.”VoM

Staff Report
ISLAMABAD 

New Zealand will rise to the top of 
the world rankings for the first time 
if they avoid defeat against Pakistan 
in the second Test in Christchurch 
and wrap up their two-match series.
After seven straight home Test se-
ries triumphs, New Zealand will be 
strong favourites to secure another 
against a Pakistan side that showed 
great fight at Mount Maunganui but 
still lost the first Test by 101 runs.
A victory at Hagley Oval to seal a 
2-0 series sweep would also push 
the Black Caps firmly into conten-
tion for one of two berths in June’s 
inaugural World Test Championship 
final at Lord’s.Under the leadership 
of Kane Williamson, who returned 
to the top of the world test batting 
rankings after his 23rd career cen-
tury at Bay Oval, the Blacks Caps 

have developed into possibly the 
most consistent outfit in the Test 
game.They will, however, need to 
find a replacement for pace bowler 
Neil Wagner, who battled through 
the pain of two broken toes to finish 
the first Test but will miss the sec-
ond.Matt Henry, who was brought 
into the squad after recovering 
from a hand injury, is likely to get 
the nod as a like-for-like replace-
ment with batting all-rounder Daryl 
Mitchell another option.A 165-run 
partnership between Fawad Alam 
and Mohammad Rizwan stalled 
New Zealand’s charge to victory at 
Mount Maunganui and Pakistan will 
look to draw on that fighting spirit 
on another green track.The tour-
ists were without skipper Babar 
Azam for the first Test and they 
will be hoping he recovers from a 
fractured thumb sufficiently to take 

his place in a top order also miss-
ing opener Imam-ul-Haq, who has 
returned home with a similar injury.
The teams were forced to train 
indoors on Saturday because 
of rain but the weather fore-
cast looks precipitation-free for 
Sunday’s first day with the out-
look good for the rest of the match.

Staff Report
MANCHESTER

Fulham’s Premier League trip to Burnley 
that was scheduled to kick off at 1200 
GMT on Sunday has been postponed 
due to fresh Covid-19 cases at the 
London club, the league said on Saturday.
The move comes after Fulham’s away 
game against Tottenham Hotspur 

on Wednesday was also called off 
due to a “significant rise” in posi-
tive Covid-19 cases within their camp.
Fulham requested the Premier League 
to rearrange the Burnley game after the 
latest round of testing revealed a further 
increase in positive Covid-19 cases.“With 
the health of players and staff the priority, 
the League and Fulham will agree a fur-

ther action plan to control the outbreak 
to allow the club to resume their season 
safely,” the league said in a statement 
here.“Players and staff will now be retested 
as part of a revised testing schedule.”The 
match becomes the fourth in the English 
top flight to be postponed due to Covid-
19 cases since the start of December, with 
Manchester City and Newcastle United 
also reporting multiple positive cases.
The league, however, is planning to con-
tinue as scheduled.“With low numbers of 
positive tests across the overwhelming 
majority of clubs, the League continues to 
have confidence in its Covid-19 protocols, 
fully backed by the Government, to enable 
fixtures to be played as scheduled,” the 
Premier League said.The country is bat-
tling a new variant of the virus and over 
the past few weeks Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson has ordered millions of people to 
live under the strictest restrictions to curb 
its spread after case numbers rose sharply. 

Bureau Report
KARACHI

The federal government has offered a pack-
age to the independent power producers 
(IPPs) in a bid to clear Rs450 billion circular 
debt, which has plagued the entire energy 
chain.The circular debt in the power sec-
tor stood at Rs2.3 trillion by end June 2020 
against Rs1.6 trillion during the same period 
in 2019. The circular debt in the oil and gas 
sector stands at Rs1.6 trillion.The IPPs are 
also facing circular debt which overdue re-
ceivables had increased to around Rs700 bil-
lion.  As of end of October 2020, the overdue 
receivables of 47 IPPs stood at around Rs451 
billion, an industry official said, adding that 
Minister for Finance Dr Abdul Hafeez Shaikh 
has offered a package to clear this liability. He 
said the IPPs are evaluating the government’s 
offer.According to the official, Dr Shaikh made 
this offer to the representatives of the IPPs 
at a recent meeting. During the meeting, 
the minister offered to clear Rs450billion 
of those IPPs which signed a memorandum 
of understanding (MOU) with the govern-
ment to revise power purchase agreement.
Under a revised deal, the government wants 
to link indexation with rupee instead of dol-
lar. It would also end capacity payments that 

have put multibillion rupees burden on the 
consumers.Dr Shaikh told the IPPs that the 
government will pay Rs450 billion to them 
to resolve circular debt partially. However, 
this payment will be released in three in-
stallments.One third amount of each install-
ment will be in the form of cash while two 
third will be in the shape of the Pakistan 
Investment Bonds (PIBs) at a floating rate.
The government will pay the second install-
ment in June 2021 and the final Installment 
in December 2021. It will clear the total 
outstanding amount of the IPPs in one year 
and one month time.The representatives of 
the IPPs and Minister for Finance Dr Shaikh 
will hold another meeting next month for fi-
nalization of the amendments to the Power 
Purchase Agreements (PPAs) in line with the 
MoUs the two sides signed in August 2020.
The government is also working to resolve 
the circular debt issue in oil and gas sectors.
The Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) 
of the cabinet had formed a committee that 
had mulled different options to clear debt of 
oil and gas companies like the Oil and Gas 
Development Company Limited (OGDCL) 
and the Pakistan State Oil (PSO).The OGDCL 
is to receive Rs400 billion from reineries, gas 
utilities and power plant on account of crude 

oil and gas supplies. The PSO is to receive 
over Rs300 billion from different parties. 
The power sector is a major defaulter of the 
PSO. The power sector was not paying dues 
to the PSO on account of fuel supply due to 
non-payment of dues to the IPPs. After clear-
ing the debt, the IPPs would also make pay-
ments onward to fuel suppliers.The ECC had 
also proposed that the PSO should be given 
shareholdings in power plants like Nandipur 
Power Project to clear its debt. Another op-
tion was that PSO shares should be trans-
ferred to Mari Petroleum and the OGDCL to 
clear circular debt.

Bureau Report
Dubai

Digital currency Bitcoin extended its re-
cord smashing rally on Saturday, beginning 
the year with a surge over $30,000 for the 
first time, with ever more traders and inves-
tors betting that it is on its way to becom-
ing a mainstream payment method.The price 
of the world’s most popular cryptocurrency 
traded as high as $31,824 early Saturday, 
with almost all other markets closed over 
the first weekend in 2021. It was last up 
about 8% at $31,743.Bitcoin advanced more 
than 300% in 2020, and with the latest leg 
higher has added more than 50% since 
crossing $20,000 just two weeks ago.The 
blockchain currency has only been around 
for a decade or so, and in 2020 it has seen 
demand grow from larger U.S. investors, at-
tracted by its perceived inflation-hedging 
qualities and potential for quick gains, as 
well as expectations it would become a 
mainstream payments method.Investors 
said limited supply of bitcoin - produced 

by so-called “mining” computers that vali-
date blocks of transactions by competing 
to solve mathematical puzzles - has helped 

power upward moves over recent days.Some 
also saw it as a safe-haven play during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, akin to gold.

Bitcoin rallies above $30,000 for first time

Saudi banks’ 
profitability 

pressures to spill 
over into 2021

Bureaau Report
Dubai

Saudi banks witnessed an im-
provement in profitability in the 
third quarter of 2020 largely 
driven by higher lending and 
lower loan loss provisions. 
However, profitability will come 
under pressure in 2021.The com-
bined impact of COVID-19 and oil 
prices softened profitability and 
asset quality since the first quar-
ter, according to rating agency 
Fitch. This has put pressure on 
asset quality and profitability, 
and undermined banks’ stan-
dalone credit strength.“We expect 
corporate default rates to increase 
as a result of the pandemic and 
lower economic activity, although 
some recovery has been observed 
since the April lockdown,” said 
Redmond Ramsdale, an analyst 
at Fitch. Saudi banks experienced 
strong loan growth of about 12.7 
per cent in the first 10 months of 
2020. According to a recent anal-
ysis by Alvarez & Marsal (A&M) 
Saudi Arabia’s Top 10 banks re-
ported an increase in loans and 
advances, which grew at a faster 
pace in the third quarter com-
pared to the second. This growth 
was primarily driven by increased 
credit uptake in consumer and 
credit card segment. “The near-
term outlook for Saudi banks 
looks bearish,” said Asad Ahmed, 
A&M Managing Director and Head 
of Middle East Financial Services. 

Bureau Report
CHICAGO

Lucid Motors, the Californian electric vehicle 
(EV) carmaker part-owned by Saudi Arabia’s 
Public Investment Fund (PIF), is scouting out 
locations for retail sales outlets in the Kingdom, 
The cutting-edge manufacturer of high-end EVs 
broke ground on a manufacturing center in 

Arizona last year and is due to start full produc-
tion on its first vehicles in spring 2021.Although 
many compare Lucid to Tesla, Rawlinson called 
Lucid the first EV to compete with traditional 
luxury manufacturers such as Mercedes, BMW 
and Porsche. Lucid is on track, he said, to pro-
vide more affordable models that will offer 
higher mileage and nearly double the voltage 

capacity offered by Tesla.Rawlinson said the $1 
billion investment by the Kingdom’s PIF was 
“vital” in allowing the company to move for-
ward with its larger vision to manufacture an 
affordable, efficient and sustainable transporta-
tion that will eventually replace gasoline-based 
vehicles.“We are reciprocating, and we are going 
to do something amazing with PIF in the Middle 
East and Saudi Arabia, and that will be very 
much in line with Vision 2030 to really reduce 
their economy’s dependence upon fossil fuels,” 
Rawlinson said.“I think sunshine will last future 
generations longer than oil. And if they can le-
verage that sunshine with the energy-storage 
solutions that Lucid Technologies can provide, 
linked to our cars and our automotive technol-
ogy, we are going to do something huge in the 
Kingdom, and hopefully, we are going to make 
an announcement regarding those plans very 
soon.” PIF announced its investment in Lucid 
Motors in September 2018. “By investing in the 
rapidly expanding electric vehicle market, PIF is 
gaining exposure to long-term growth opportu-
nities, supporting innovation and technological 
development, and driving revenue and sectoral 
diversification for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,” 
the fund said in a statement at the time.

Lucid Motors to expand Saudi presence, scouting retail locations

Bureau Report
LOS ANGELES

Bruno Fernandes scoring a penalty has become a very familiar 
sight for Manchester United. Being among the Premier League 
frontrunners has not been seen in recent years for the fallen 
giant.United went level on points with leader Liverpool with 
a 2-1 victory that ended Aston Villa’s five-game unbeaten run 
on Friday. The win was secured by Fernandes scoring his ninth 
spotkick since making his debut 11 months ago.While United is 
still behind Liverpool on goal difference, Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s 
side has won one more and has the team looking well-placed to 
mount a challenge for a first title since 2013.“We are building 
something important — we know that,” Fernandes said. “I see 
in the stands the last two or three minute, everyone shouting 
and hoping we don’t concede the goal and take care of the ball. 
We have to build this more and more.”Of course, there weren’t 
many to shout. With Manchester in near-lockdown and games 
closed to fans, just a few hundred key personnel — including 
players — were allowed into Old Trafford on New Year’s Day.
One of them was the most legendary figure in British football: 
Alex Ferguson, who produced United’s record-extending 20th 
English title before retiring eight years ago.A day after his 79th 
birthday, the Scot saw Anthony Martial head United in front in 
the 40th minute at the end of a counterattack started by Paul 
Pogba. And it was Pogba who won the penalty — from the restart 
after Bertrand Traoré’s equalizer — that allowed Fernandes to 
clinch the win in the 61st minute.Such has been United’s de-
cline in the post-Ferguson years that only once — in 2018 under 
Jose Mourinho — has United finished second and then it was 19 
points behind Manchester City.And when Solskjaer opened 2020 
with United 27 points behind eventual champion Liverpool, the 
manager’s days looked numbered.“It’s such a big difference when 
you look 12 months back,” Solskjaer said. “It’s a good position to 
be in but we need to improve and get better.”

Govt offers Rs450b to IPPS to clear circular debt

Fulham’s game at Burnley postponed

Man United beat Villa 2-1, 
level on points with Liverpool

Babar Azam ruled out of second Test against New Zealand
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Bureau Report
WASHINGTON 

Congress on Friday overrode President 
Donald Trump’s veto of a defense policy 
bill, a first by lawmakers since he took of-
fice nearly four years ago, ensuring that 
the measure becomes law.
In an extraordinary New Year’s Day ses-
sion, the Republican-controlled Senate 
easily turned aside the veto, dismissing 
Trump’s objections to the $740 billion 
bill and handing him a stinging rebuke 
just weeks before he leaves the White 
House.
Trump lashed out on Twitter, saying the 
Senate missed an opportunity to elimi-
nate protections for social media plat-
forms that he said give “unlimited power 
to Big Tech companies. Pathetic!!!“
Trump also slammed lawmakers for 
rejecting his call to increase COVID-19 
relief payments to $2,000: “Not fair, or 
smart!“
The 81-13 vote in the Senate on the 
widely popular defense bill followed 
an earlier 322-87 override vote in the 
House. The bill affirms a 3% pay raise 
for US troops and guides defense policy, 
cementing decisions about troop lev-
els, new weapons systems and military 
readiness, personnel policy and other 

military goals.
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., 
said the “sweeping and overwhelmingly 
bipartisan votes” in the House and Sen-
ate “delivered a resounding rebuke to 
President Trump’s reckless assault on 
America’s military and national securi-
ty.” Trump’s veto of the National Defense 
Authorization Act, or NDAA, “would 
have hurt the health, financial security 
and safety of our service members, their 
families, our veterans and our allies 
and partners worldwide,” Pelosi said. 
“Instead of keeping Americans safe, the 
president continues to use his final mo-
ments in office to sow chaos and under-
mine our security.”
The defense bill, which now has the force 
of law, “looks after our brave men and 
women who volunteer to wear the uni-
form,” said Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Kentucky “But it’s also a 
tremendous opportunity: to direct our 

national security priorities to reflect the 
resolve of the American people and the 
evolving threats to their safety, at home 
and abroad. It’s our chance to ensure we 
keep pace with competitors like Russia 
and China.”
The Senate override was delayed after 
Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vermont, ob-
jected to moving ahead until McConnell 
allowed a vote on the Trump-backed 
plan to boost COVID relief payments to 
$2,000. McConnell did not allow that 
vote; instead he used his parliamen-
tary power to set a vote limiting debate 
on the defense measure, overcoming a 
filibuster threat by Sanders and Senate 
Democratic leader Chuck Schumer of 
New York.
Without a bipartisan agreement, a vote 
on the bill could have been delayed un-
til Saturday night. Lawmakers, however, 
agreed to an immediate roll call Friday 
once the filibuster threat was stopped.
Trump vetoed the defense measure last 
week, saying it failed to limit Twitter 
and other social media companies he 
claimed were biased against him during 
his failed reelection campaign. Trump 
also opposed language that allows for 
the renaming of military bases that hon-
or Confederate leaders. Reuters

The US has violated international 
law and basic norms governing 

international relations by unilater-
ally imposing sanctions on Chinese 
citizens and legal entities in accor-

dance with its domestic laws
SHANGHAI  

China’s relationship with the United 
States has reached a “new crossroads” 
and could get back on the right track fol-
lowing a period of “unprecedented dif-
ficulty”, senior diplomat Wang Yi said in 
official comments published on Saturday.
Relations between the world’s two big-
gest economies have come under in-
creasing strain amid a series of disputes 
over trade, human rights and the origins 
of COVID-19. In its latest move, the Unit-
ed States blacklisted dozens of Chinese 
companies it said had ties to the military.
Wang, China’s state councillor and for-
eign minister, said in a joint interview 
with Xinhua news agency and other 
state media outlets that recent U.S. poli-
cies towards China had harmed the in-
terests of both countries and brought 
huge dangers to the world.
But there was now an opportunity for 
the two sides to “open a new window 
of hope” and begin a new round of dia-
logue, he said.

The election of Joe Biden as U.S. Presi-
dent has been widely expected to im-
prove relations between Washington 
and Beijing after four years of escalating 
tensions under the administration of 
Donald Trump.
Last month, Wang said he hoped the 
election of Biden would allow U.S. China 
policy to “return to objectivity and ratio-
nality”.
However, President-elect Biden, who 
will take office on Jan. 20, has continued 
to criticise China for its “abuses” on trade 
and other issues.

Wang did not mention Trump or Biden 
by name, but he urged the United States 
to “respect the social system and devel-
opment path” chosen by China, adding 
that if Washington “learns lessons”, the 
conflicts between the two sides could be 
resolved.
“We know some people in the United 
States are apprehensive about China’s 
rapid development, but the most sus-
tainable leadership is to constantly move 
forward yourself, rather than block the 
development of other countries,” he said. 
Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
Advisor to the Prime Minister on Account-
ability and Interior Barrister Mirza Shahzad 
Akbar on Saturday said leader Pakistan 
Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N) Khawaja 
Asif has failed to prove his legitimate source 
of income and satisfy the National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB).
Talking to media flanked by SAPM (Special 
Assistant to Prime Minister) on Youth Af-
fairs Usman Dar regarding the arrest of Kha-
waja Asif, he said the theme of looting by 
Khawaja Asif was same as already adopted 
by Ishaq Dar and Shahbaz Sharif.
He said the assets of former federal minis-
ter Khawaja Asif multiplied in various cities 
of the country especially during his stint as 
minister in PML-N’s tenure. In 1993, Kha-
waja had only Rs 5.1 million assets that too 
was in shape of his inherited house.
The declared assets of Khawaja Asif touched 
Rs 118 million mark in the 2013 but on que-
ry he failed to explain any legitimate reason 
of the increase in assets.
Khawaja Asif had been receiving 2.2 million 
rupees per month salary from a Dubai firm 
during his stint a minister in Pakistan from 
2013-18. He claimed receiving a sum of Rs 

140 million in five years as salary in cash.
Khawaja was perhaps world’s only employ-
ee who received millions in cash as salary.
Later Khawaja transferred that amount 
from his Dubai account to Pakistan through 
Telegraphic Transfer (TT). Obviously which 
was not a legitimate source.
Furthermore the salary payment to Khawaja 
Asif was stopped with the completion of the 
five years term of (PML-N) Pakistan Muslim 
League Nawaz. Khawaja Asif purchased a 
Rs 80 million plot in Gujranwala Septem-
ber 2014 and sold to same party after few 
months to Rs 40 million.
Khwaja Asif also claimed selling a plot ad-
jacent to his home in Sialkot at Rs 125 mil-
lion, he said adding, the cheque of the sale 
agreement was showing Nov 28,2018 as 
date of payment. After investigation it was 
transpired that the same bank was bogus as 
the same cheque was issued by the relevant 
bank three months after the sale deed. Inter-
estingly the sale plot was still in custody of 
Khawaja Asif.
Another Rs 150 million transaction of 
rice export was proved bogus. Khawaja 
failed to explain the source of that trans-
action. VoM

Around Rs4.5b already debited from the accounts 
of the Pakistani mission in London

ISLAMABAD 
Pakistan, while taking strong exception to debiting billions 
of rupees from the accounts of Pakistan High Commission in 
London, has decided to agitate the issue on all forums.
The development came after a high court in the United King-
dom had ordered debiting $28.7 million from the accounts 
of the Pakistani mission in London over non-payment of 
penalty by the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) to the 
foreign asset recovery firm Broadsheet LLC.
The asset recovery firm was registered in the Isle of Man in 
the Pervez Musharraf era and helped the-then government 
and newly established NAB to track down foreign assets pur-
chased through alleged ill-gotten wealth.
Sources in the Foreign Office told The Express Tribune that 
the government “is seriously concerned over the UK high 
court order of a debit of Rs4.5 billion from the accounts of 
the Pakistan High Commission in the United Kingdom”.
There are reports that the Foreign Office has agitated the is-
sue with the UK High Commission in Pakistan on Friday.
It is learnt that around Rs4.5 billion ($26,153,783.34) has 
already been debited from the accounts of the Pakistani mis-
sion in London.
Senior lawyers, who have expertise in international law, be-
lieve in addition to NAB, the Foreign Office is equally respon-
sible for the loss to the exchequer by not evolving a prompt 
strategy after the December 17 UK high court order.
It is learnt that the Foreign Office pays the price of the ab-

sence of a law expert who is well-versed in international 
laws and could offer proper advice to the government in such 
matters.
The result is that officials in the Foreign Office depend on the 
advice of the Attorney General for Pakistan (AGP) office.
Interestingly, the UK high court passed the order on Decem-
ber 17. However, the Pakistani mission in the UK could not 
respond on time. The mission missed the opportunity of 
challenging the order in the UK Court of Appeal that it could 
do so until December 22.
Moreover, the AGP office was first consulted on the matter 
on December 29.
It is learnt that Attorney General Khalid Javed Khan had 
urged the Foreign Office to raise the account issue diplomati-
cally as well as on legal forums, fearing it would set a bad 
precedent that might have far-reaching implications for the 
country in the future. VoM

Pakistan steps up drive to save 
Kashmiri activist Aasiya Andrabi 

facing life threat in India

J-20 fighter jet: game 
changer to control sky

Islamabad 
Prime Minister Imran Khan 
says smuggling is caus-
ing irreparable loss to the 
country’s economy and 
has instructed strict action 
against the people involved 
in it .
He was chairing a meeting 
in Islamabad to review the 
measures to curb smuggling.
The Prime Minister said the 
anti-smuggling measures 
would bring in revenue for 
the government to spend on 
welfare of common man.
During the meeting, the 
Prime Minister was told that 
oil smuggling and its sale at 
2094 filling stations across 
the county are inflicting 
an annual economic loss of 
around 150 billion rupees to 
the country. VoM

UNITED NATIONS
Pakistan has stepped up its efforts to save Aasiya Andrabi, 
the detained Kashmiri human rights defender facing a 
controversial trial in India, from the possibility of summary 
execution, with a call on two senior UN officials on Friday 
to push New Delhi to drop all “trumped up” charges 
against her.Ambassador Munir Akram made that urgent 
call in identical letters sent to Pramila Patten, Special 
Representative of the UN Secretary-General on Sexual 
Violence in Conflict, and Phumzile Gloria Mlambo-Ngcuka, 
Executive Director of UN Women, the world body’s entity 
for gender equality. Friday’s letters were in addition to 
one dispatched by the Pakistani envoy to UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres a day earlier in which he urged 
Guterres to ask India to provide Ms. Andrabi complete 
legal protections.

“With Indian judiciary showing no proclivity to defend 
for the rights of Kashmiris, there is an imminent and 
real threat to the life of Ms. Andrabi, and her associates, 
who are staring at a real possibility of a judicial murder,” 
Ambassador Akram wrote. Ms. Andrabi, the founding 
leader of Kashmiri organization “Dukhtaran-i-Millat”, has 
been in Indian custody since 2016 and is currently lodged 
in the coronavirus-infested New Delhi’s Tihar Jail.“The 
Indian authorities have now put her on trial for trumped 
up charges of criminal conspiracy, waging war, sedition, 
promoting enmity, prejudice to national integration, 
inciting violence, conspiring/attempting an act of terror 
and being a member of a ‘terrorist gang’,” the Pakistani 
envoy said in his letter.

“All necessary requirements of due process have been 
set aside, and the trial is being deliberately accelerated, 
reflecting true intentions of the Indian Government,” he 
said.“The international community should not contemplate 
the possibility of the summary execution of a human rights 
defender who has spent a lifetime speaking up for the 
rights of the occupied (Kashmiri) people,” Ambassador 
Akram added.He expressed the hope that as defenders 
of rights of women entrapped in conflict situations, Ms. 
Patten and Ms. Mlambo-Ngcuka would look into Ms. 
Andrabi’s case and “call on India to drop all fabricated 
charges against her, and her associates, and provide them 
complete legal protections, including a right to a free and 
fair trial conducted under due process”.

“We also expect that you would look into several reported 
cases of sexual violence and abuse of Kashmiri women and, 
in line with your mandate, report to the Security Council 
on the true human rights situation in Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJ&K).”Ambassador 
Akram said that India’s crackdown on the legitimate and 
indigenous freedom movement, and its deliberate targeting 
of Kashmiri women to consolidate its occupation, could 
not be overlooked. VoM

ISLAMABAD   
Pakistan has categorically 
rejected completely unwar-
ranted assertions by the In-
dian Ministry of External 
Affairs in connection with 
the Hindu temple incident in 
Karak.
In a statement, Foreign Office 
Spokesperson Zahid Hafeez 
Chaudhri said this is not the 
first time the Indian Govern-
ment has tried to feign con-
cern for minority rights else-
where while being the most 
egregious and persistent vio-
lator of minority rights itself.
He said the RSS-BJP regime’s 
record is replete with in-

stances of gross and systemic 
violations of the rights of mi-
norities, in particular Mus-
lims.
The Spokesperson said as a 
perennial purveyor of state-
sponsored discrimination 
against its minorities, India 
is in no position to pontifi-
cate on the issue of minority 
rights elsewhere.
He said the clear difference 
between India and Pakistan 
in respect of minority rights 
can be gauged from the fact 
that the accused in the Karak 
incident were immediately 
arrested and orders were is-

sued for repair of the temple.
Moreover, the highest level 
of judiciary took immediate 
notice and senior political 
leadership condemned the 
incident.
Whereas, in India, the bla-
tant acts of discrimination 
against Muslims and other 
minorities take place with 
state complicity.
Given these incontrovert-
ible facts, the Spokesperson 
said the Indian Government 
would be well advised to set 
its own house in order rather 
than feigning concern for mi-
nority rights elsewhere. VoM

FO rejects unwarranted assertions by India regarding 
minority rights in Pakistan     

Pakistan has categorically rejected completely unwarranted assertions by the Indian

China senior diplomat says U.S. relations at 
‘new crossroads’

Khawaja Asif failed to prove legitimate source 
of income: Shahzad Akbar

Pakistan to contest London mission’s account row PM instructs strict 
action against people 
involved in smuggling

Defence experts say Rafale can be 
compared with F-16 but it has no one-

to-one comparison with JF-17
ISLAMABAD

The debate over inducting latest fighter jets to 
control skies intensified in Pakistan and India 
right after the latter received Rafale fighter jets 
from France.
However, the vigorous debate has now shifted to 
the Chinese-made J-20 stealth fighter jet because 
defence analysts say that it will be the real game 
changer in the region.
Military experts have long been comparing JF-17 
Thunder with Rafale aircraft but Air Vice Marshal 
(retd) Shahzad Chaudhry, while sharing his views 
in Express News talk show, The Review, said on 
Saturday that Rafale could be compared with 
F-16 but it had no one-to-one comparison with 
even JF-17.
“J-20 is really a big game changer for our region,” 
Chaudhry said, adding that China’s high-end 
fighter jet would introduce new technology and 
induct new capabilities in the region for the first 
time.
The defence expert said that the only other fighter 
jet that can be compared with J-20 is the US-made 
F-35 and whoever in Pakistan and India gets any 
of these jets first will have an edge over the other.
He said that Rafale didn’t bring any new technol-
ogy to the region but the similar tech already ex-
isted in F-16 and SU-30.
Answering to another question from hosts – Ka-
mran Yousaf and Shahbaz Rana – Chaudhry said 
that Pakistan would always need planes like F-16 
as in its absence even JF-17 will not have the same 
significance that it has now when used along with 
F-16. He was of the view that planes like F-16 and 
JF-17 have the capabilities that provide formida-
ble defence to Pakistan’s air space.
Commenting on the recent induction of JF-17 
Thunder Block-II dual-seater fighter aircraft into 
the Pakistan Air Force (PAF) fleet and also the 
launch of the production of Block III of the same 
aircraft, Chaudhry said it was a significant ad-
vancement in the country’s air defence arsenal.
The Block II, He added, with better radar system, 
weapons and avionic system – which combines 
all these things – will bring efficiency and JF-17 
will perform far better than it is performing now.
Chaudhry said that JF-17’s role was completely 
different than Rafale’s and the latter’s comparison 
will be made with F-16 as it had a similar role that 
of Rafale. “For the airspace that we have to defend, 
F-16s, JF-17s and other platforms emerge in an 
integrated shape as a formidable force and it was 
demonstrated in February 2019,” he said. VoM

In a stinging rebuke, US Congress overrides Trump’s 
veto of defense bill




