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In view of coronavirus 
crisis, relief package for 

the vulnerable segments of 
society is a historic step in 

right direction 
 
 

Minister of State for 
Climate Change

Zartaj Gul

China cuts reverse repo rate 
to facilitate lending

Fighting COVID-19

ADB approves $2mn grant 
for Pakistan’s

BEIJING

China’s central bank on Monday pumped liquidity into the 
market through seven-day reverse repos while cutting the 
interest rate by 20 basis points to lower lending costs and 
offset the economic shock of the novel coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) outbreak. The People’s Bank of China (PBOC) 
injected 50 billion yuan (about 7 billion U.S. dollars) into the 
market through the seven-day reverse repos at an interest 
rate of 2.2 percent, the central bank said in a statement on 
its website. Before Monday’s move, the PBOC has skipped 
reverse repos for 29 straight trading days. A reverse repo 
is a process in which the central bank purchases securities 
from commercial banks through bidding, with an agreement 
to sell them back in the future. Ma Jun, a member of the mon-
etary policy committee of the PBOC, said the reverse repo 
rate cut indicates that the central bank has strengthened 
counter-cyclical adjustments in face of production resump-
tion at home and a worsening external economic environ-
ment. Cutting the reverse repo rate would help lower lending 
costs for the real economy, said Ma, who believes that adjust-
ments in monetary market rates are now better reflected 
on market lending rates thanks to the reform of loan prime 
rate (LPR). Wen Bin, a chief researcher with China Minsheng 
Bank, said the 50 billion-yuan reverse repos would help meet 
short-term market liquidity demand. Meanwhile, the rate 
cut has echoed arrangements at a meeting of the Political 
Bureau of the Communist Party of China Central Committee 
last week that the prudent monetary policy should be pur-
sued with more moderate flexibility, Wen said.

ISLAMABAD 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) Monday approved 
a further $2 million grant to support the government of 
Pakistan’s efforts to combat the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic in the country. The grant, financed from the Asia 
Pacific Disaster Response Fund, will help fund the imme-
diate purchase of emergency medical supplies, personal 
protective equipment, diagnostic and laboratory supplies, 
and other equipment. It supplements an initial $500,000 
approved by ADB on 20th March which is already being 
deployed to support Pakistan’s procurement of emergency 
supplies through UNICEF. Taken together, this $2.5 million 
in approved funding represents ADB’s immediate response 
for Pakistan, with further support to follow, an ADB press 
release said. “ADB recognizes the extraordinary burden of 
this pandemic on Pakistan and is committed to support-
ing Pakistan in the fight to control COVID-19”, said ADB 
Country Director for Pakistan Xiaohong Yang. “This grant 
will help strengthen COVID-19 detection, improve infection 
prevention and control, and boost Pakistan’s capacity to 
respond to the pandemic.” ADB’s assistance echoes the 
World Health Organization’s Strategic Preparedness and 
Response Plan for COVID-19 and Pakistan’s National Action 
Plan for Corona Virus Disease (COVID-19), which includes 
preventive measures, containment efforts, and treatment 
of infected persons. Given the urgency of the required sup-
port, ADB will use the most flexible and expeditious ap-
proaches to facilitate procurement of the required medical 
supplies and equipment.

Europe already in a deep recession: 
IMF

The Asian Telegraph
                                                Rawalpindi 
China will continue to provide its best 

help to Pakistan against Covid-19 pandemic 
as both the countries have fine tradition 
of lending support and assistance to each 
other in the difficult time, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry’s Spokesperson Hua Chunying 
said on Monday. “China and Pakistan are 
all weather strategic cooperative partners 
and iron friends. We have fine tradition 
of lending each other support and mutual 
assistance in the time of adversary,” The 
Chinese foreign ministry said the coun-
try sent medical experts and supplies to 
Pakistan and is helping build a temporary 
hospital for patients affected by the coro-
navirus. “Local governments, the Red Cross 
Society & Chinese companies also donated 
or are going to donate supplies to Pakistan. 
Our #IroncladFriendship is REAL,” a spokes-
person for the ministry said in a tweet. In 
a separate Twitter statement, the Chinese 
Embassy in Pakistan said the Chinese medi-
cal expert team that arrived in Islamabad a 
day earlier shared experience and knowl-
edge for diagnosis, treatment and the way 
to combat COVID-19 with the Pakistani coun-
terparts. Earlier today, another special plane 
of China carrying medical supplies regarding 
Coronavirus pandemic arrived in Karachi. 
The medical supplies included testing kits, 
N-95 masks and protective suits.

Global Markets
Stocks edge higher despite oil plunge to 
2002 lows

NEW YORK/SHANGHAI/TOKYO/SINGAPORE
Global equity benchmarks rose slightly on Monday 

despite a drop in oil prices to their lowest levels since 
2002, as central banks and the United States tried to 
contain damage from the rapidly spreading coronavi-
rus that has upended the global economy. U.S. President 
Donald Trump on Sunday extended the government’s 
stay-at-home guidelines until the end of April, dropping 
a sharply criticized plan to get the economy up and run-
ning by mid-April after a top medical adviser said more 
than 100,000 Americans could die from the outbreak. 
JPMorgan now predicts that global gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) - the total monetary value of all goods and ser-
vices produced - could contract at a 10.5% annualized rate 
in the first half of the year. As a result, central banks have 
mounted an all-out effort to bolster activity with inter-
est rate cuts and massive asset-buying campaigns, which 
have at least eased liquidity strains in markets. China on 
Monday became the latest to add stimulus, with a cut of 
20 basis points to a key reverse repo rate, the largest in 
nearly five years. MSCI’s gauge of stocks across the globe 
gained 0.18% following slight gains in Europe and broad 
declines in Asia. In early trading, the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average rose 11.34 points, or 0.05%, to 21,648.12, the 

S&P 500 gained 18.52 points, or 0.73%, to 2,559.99 and 
the Nasdaq Composite added 78.54 points, or 1.05%, to 
7,580.92. “I have been in this business almost 30 years 
and this is the fastest correction I have seen,” Swiss private 
bank Lombard Odier’s chief investment officer, Stephane 
Monier, said of this year’s plunge in global markets. 
In oil markets, Brent futures were down 8%, or $2, at 
$22.50 a barrel - their lowest in 18 years. U.S. West Texas 
Intermediate (WTI) crude futures fell as far as $19.92, 
near a 2002 low hit this month. Investors continued to 
seek the perceived safety of bonds, with bond yields fall-
ing in Europe and the United States. Benchmark 10-year 
notes last rose 35/32 in price to yield 0.6336%, down 
from 0.744% late on Friday.

BODY ON FOOD STOCKS OKAYED

Will take every step to provide 
relief to masses: PM

 ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has announced multi-
billion relief package, establishment of youth 
force and public fund during his address to the 
nation to fight coronavirus pandemic across Paki-
stan. PM Imran Khan said the world is fighting a 
war against coronavirus pandemic and Pakistan 
is also resisting the spread of the virus by utilising 
all available resources. “Every state is fight coro-
navirus under its capacity while China is the only 
country around the world that became successful 
to overcome coronavirus pandemic by locking 
down around 20 million people.” “We can also put 

our country on a complete lockdown to fight CO-
VID-19 but 25 per cent of Pakistan’s population 
is already below the poverty line. It would be our 
responsibility to provide ration to those people 
after imposing a lockdown, otherwise, the com-
plete closure will not be beneficial.” “A lockdown 
will not be a successful option without providing 
food to the people as the virus would not differ-
entiate between a rich and a poor person. Earlier, 
Prime Minister Imran Khan chaired a meeting of 
government’s economic team and directed them 
to ensure availability of essential commodities 
across the country. Imran Khan said that they 

were facing a situation that has never happened 
in the history and it is time to improve mobility 
of the government institutions to effectively fight 
coronavirus. “The government will take mea-
sures to provide relief to the masses especially 
the low-income and poor segments,” he said add-
ing that along with the pandemic, the govern-
ment also faces challenge to fight poverty. The 
premier said that overseas Pakistanis are a ray 
of hope for the country at the time of pandemic 
as they had extended their complete support for 
the country in times of need. He said that the 
country had the ability to fight out any challenge. 

1,200 ventilators from 
China due in April: 
NDMA chairman

ISLAMABAD 
National Disaster Management 

Authority (NDMA) Chairman 
Lieutenant General Muhammad 
Afzal Monday said around 1,200 
ventilators would be made avail-
able across the country during the 
month of April. Addressing a presser 
with Special Assistant to the Prime 
Minister (SAPM) on Health Dr 
Zafar Mirza and SAPM on National 
Security Moeed Yusuf, he said the 
authority was importing ventilators 
and personal protection equipment 
(PPE) from China. General Afzal said 
around 5,000 sets of PPE’s, ventila-
tors and chemical used for fumigation 
would be received from China during 
the next month. He added that 100 
thermal walkthrough gates would be 
brought from Beijing in coming days. 
“It will be helpful in ensuring better 
arrangements at the airports. We 
will gradually revive international 
flights whereas domestic flights will 
remain suspended.” He briefed that 
around 7,800 testing kits for coro-
navirus diagnosis were provided 
to Punjab, 5,000 to Sindh and 4,800 
to Balochistan. “Gilgit Baltistan and 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir have been 
given medical equipment to meet 
with the need of doctors for 5 weeks.” 
NDMA, he said, was working to boost 
testing capacity of laboratories across 
the country. “Abbottabad and Dera 
Ismail Khan will soon get testing 
labs. Around seven machines related 
to lab equipment have been distrib-
uted to different areas.”General 
Afzal informed that laboratories in 
Faisalabad and Sargodha were being 
upgraded to carry out coronavirus di-
agnosis tests. He mentioned that two 
laboratories established in SIUT and 
JPNC were made operational. He said 
medical teams could get safety equip-
ment at one call.

MOSCOW
Issues of closer cooperation in fighting the novel coro-

navirus pandemic were in focus of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s telephone conversation with his US coun-
terpart, Donamld Trump, the Kremlin press service said on 
Monday. “The two heads of state expressed serious concern 
over the rapid global spread of the coronavirus infection 
and informed each other about measures taken in their 
countries to handle this threat,” the Kremlin said. “They 
discussed options for closer cooperation between the two 
countries in this sphere. US President Donald Trump said on 
Monday he expects his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin 
to request the lifting of US sanctions during an upcoming 
phone call. “Yeah, he’ll probably ask for that,” Mr Trump 
told Fox News. Mr Trump did not say what his response 

would be, noting that he had put sanctions on Russia but 
adding: “They don’t like that. Frankly we should be able to 
get along.” The two were due to talk “shortly”, he said. Last 
Thursday, Putin told G20 leaders during a conference call 
that he wanted a moratorium on sanctions as a “matter of 
life and death” during the global coronavirus outbreak. In 
the comments he did not specify which countries he was 
talking about but Russia is being hit hard by the economic 
fallout from coronavirus and a parallel price war with Saudi 
Arabia on the oil market.  Trump said he would be discuss-
ing the collapse in oil prices, which he said is “really hurting” 
the US energy industry. Another point of contention could 
be Venezuela, where Washington, supported by dozens of 
other countries, has been trying unsuccessfully to promote 
the toppling of leftist strongman Nicholas Maduro. Russia is 
one of the few countries propping up his government. “We 
may discuss that too,” Trump said. Russian state oil company 
Rosneft said on Saturday it is pulling out of Venezuela and 
argued that US sanctions on a Rosneft subsidiary - imposed 
as part of Washington’s attempt to cripple the Maduro gov-
ernment’s revenue sources - should now be lifted. The bulk 
of US sanctions against Russia were imposed over Moscow’s 
annexation of Crimea in Ukraine and what US investiga-
tors say was a concerted attempt to interfere in the 2016 
presidential election won by Mr Trump.  Trump has resisted 
punishing Moscow, which denies meddling in US politics, 
but his hand was forced by his own Republican party in 
Congress, which sees the Putin government as hostile.

Putin, Trump discuss fighting pandemic: 
Kremlin
Putin to probably ask for lifting of sanctions: Trump

DUBAI
Europe has gone into deep recession as the coronavirus 

outbreak continues to shut down major economic sectors, 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) said on Monday. 
“While we do not know how long the crisis will last, we know 
that the economic impact will be severe,” Poul M. Thomsen, 
Director of IMF’s European Department, said in a statement. 
In Europe’s major economies, nonessential services closed by 
governments as part of the pandemic containment measures 
account for about one-third of the continent’s output. “This 
means that each month these sectors remain closed trans-
lates into a 3 per cent drop in annual GDP,” he said, adding 
that “a deep European recession this year is a foregone con-
clusion”. Led by Italy with 98,000 confirmed cases and more 
than 10,000 deaths, Europe accounts for nearly two-thirds 
of COVID-19 cases in the world. Most European countries 
have shut down their air, land and sea borders and imposed 
curfews in cities to contain the spread. The IMF said although 
Europe’s “generally strong welfare systems and social market 
model” will ease the delivery of assistance to businesses and 
households, “there should be no doubt about the complex-
ity of this task: these systems were not constructed to meet 
demands of the [pandemic] magnitude now confronting 
Europe’s policymakers.” All countries in Europe will need 
to respond aggressively to the crisis, Thomson stressed, “in 

a manner that is both bold and commensurate to its scale. If 
there ever was a time for using available buffers and policy 
space, this is surely it.” The European Central Bank (ECB) ear-
lier this month announced an economic stimulus programme 
worth 750 billion euros ($870 billion), which includes a 
temporary asset purchase to address the downturn across 
the eurozone. “Extraordinary times require extraordinary 
action,” the ECB chief Christine Lagarde tweeted on March 
19. The programme is expected to last until the end of this 
year. Called the “Pandemic Emergency Purchase Programme” 
(PEPP), the central bank will buy both public and private 
securities in a “flexible manner.” Meanwhile, over the week-
end, the European Commission said it would propose a new 
stimulus package, including changes to the EU budget.

Our Iron Friendship is real
China pledges to help Pa-
kistan against pandemic

Prime Minister Khan announces relief package, youth force, public fund to fight COVID-19
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Helping the Poor

Government’s decision of opening highways and roads 
across the country is good one as it will ensure the 
transportation of goods in the country government also 
increase the number of freight trains to avert a shortage 
of food and other essential supplies amid the lockdown 
imposed by provinces. Country’s far flung areas already 
facing shortage of supplies especially oil and food items. 
Prime Minister also directed the national food security 
minister to ensure the availability of essential edibles, 

particularly flour, across the country. To achieve this goal coordination be-
tween the federal and provincial governments is essential. By removing 
hurdles in transportation of goods and opening all national highways to 
ensure smooth and adequate supply of food items from farms/factories to  
markets is step in right direction as breaking of mean public start panic 
buying resulting chaos in the country. Furthermore people from all walks of 
life should come forward in this testing time and play their role. Provincial 
governments should also take adequate measures and make sure the smooth 
supply of food item in the markets. Prime Minister’s announcement of re-
lief package for housing industry is also a timely one. It will help economy 
drastically and generate a lot of jobs especially for daily wagers. Lockdown 
is necessary to curb the spread of corona virus but some drastic measure 
must be taken to help the poor families. PM announcement of incentives 
for daily wagers and labourers is also a public friendly move, Involving 
the youth in helping activities is also a good measure taken by the Prime 
Minister. Apart from this government should ensure the supply of protective 
gear for healthcare professionals throughout the country on an urgent basis, 
Due to acute shortage protective equipment, medics are facing challenges 
in treating patients, especially in light of the risk of being infected by a po-
tential corona virus positive individual. The government makes sure that 
the doctors and medical professionals get protective equipment.

ADB’s grant for 
Pakistan

Asian Development Bank’s approval of $2 million grants to sup-
port Pakistan further in efforts to combat the corona virus in 
the country. Earlier, ADB approved an initial $500,000 which 
is already being deployed to support Pakistan’s procurement 
of emergency supplies through UNICEF. The latest approved 
grant will be financed from the Asia Pacific Disaster Response 
Fund and will help fund the immediate purchase of emergency 
medical supplies, personal protective equipment, diagnostic 
and laboratory supplies, and other equipment. Amid corona 

virus crisis Pakistan is already feeling the heat of lockdown and lack of medical 
facilities only adding the misery of the people. Though this $2.5 million grant is just 
peanut or symbolic but ADB according to press release it represents bank’s immedi-
ate response for Pakistan, with further support to follow. Bank also recognizes the 
extraordinary burden of this pandemic on Pakistan and is committed to support 
Pakistan in the fight to control COVID-19, This grant will help strengthen COVID-19 
detection, improve infection prevention and control, and boost Pakistan’s capacity 
to respond to the pandemic. said ADB Country Director. This is very good gesture 
on the part of Asian Development Bank but Pakistan needs much more than this to 
face the economic strains of this pandemic and needs a lot of funds to enhance the 
health facilities. The government had initiated negotiations with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) for an additional grant of $1.4 billion on fast-track basis. 
Pakistan’s financial team had made a comprehensive funds mobilization strategy 
for acquiring $ 1 billion from the World Bank (WB) and $ 3.5 million from the Asian 
Development Bank, besides early release of $ 900 million earmarked by the latter 
for different projects. These are all good measures to minimize the socio economic 
consequences of this pandemic. We are already witnessing peoples crying for food 
and other difficulties inflicted by this lockdown. Daily wagers, labourers, taxi, rikshaw 
drivers and other working classes facing hardship.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Pandemic & Climate changePandemic & Climate change

Corona virus has taken the world 
by storm. Since its appearance in 
China in last November it has in-
fected more than seven hundred 
thousand people and killed more 
than 33,000 across the world so 
far. The pandemic has forced 
governments into difficult situ-
ation and ultimately put millions 

of people in the agony of lockdown. In a few days 
the entire world which has turned in global village 
engulfed and every country is protecting its bor-
ders. There is a theory that the pandemic is part 
of climate change and therefore, our response to 
it should not be limited to containment of virus. 
It is clear now that climate change is happening 
as a result of industrial production. Given the fact 
that climate change is the defining challenge of 
our time, even as serious a crisis as this should 
not be allowed to derail the Paris Agreement. For 
better economy humans are harvesting the natural 
resources of the planet and plugging them into an 
industrial cycle. This process disrupts ecological 
cycles. It is also responsible for corona virus and 
other outbreaks. For vast resources humans are 

encroaching on natural habitats. At the same time, 
the growth of mass production of food has created 
large-scale livestock and poultry farms. The mass-
scale breeding of wild animals, including pango-
lins, civet cats, foxes, wild geese, and boar among 
many others is a $74billion industry in China and 
a great source of income of rural population. In 
the case of current pandemic, it is suspected that 
the virus was transmitted to humans at a “wet 
market” in Chinese city of Wuhan. This is perfect 
example of how wild animal farms can directly 
endanger human life. The failure to contain it 
is also due to the global economy. World Bank 
Group has also stated that structural adjustment 
reforms will need to be implemented to recover 
from COVID-19, including requirements for loans 
being tied to doing away with “excessive regula-
tions, subsidies, licensing regimes, trade protec-
tion...to foster markets, choice, and faster growth 
prospects.” Many countries have taken strict 
measures to curb the movement and gathering of 
people in order to contain the virus, even at the 
expense of economic growth. Though the current 
pandemic is affecting human societies directly and 
its impact is visible but on the other hand it has 
significantly reduced carbon emissions released 
into the atmosphere. It has cut emissions faster 
than 25 years of global climate negotiations. The 
reduction of emissions in China since January has 
surpassed the total emissions of New York City for 
a year. NASA’s monitoring satellites have shown a 
dramatic fall in nitrous oxide, a pollutant emitted 
from fossil fuels. Lockdowns across the world have 
already resulted in a significant drop in green-
house gas emissions and pollutants. In China alone 

the lockdown caused carbon dioxide to drop by 
at least 25 percent and nitrogen dioxide by 37 
percent. Global warming of 3C and 4C above pre-
industrial levels could easily lead to a series of 
catastrophic outcomes. It could severely affect our 
ability to produce food by decreasing the fertil-
ity of soils, intensifying droughts, causing coastal 
inundations, increasing the loss of pollinators, 
etc. It could also cause severe heat waves across 
the world, which has already proven increasingly 
deadly both in terms of high temperature as well 
as more extreme weather phenomena like hur-
ricanes, avalanches, tsunamis etc. So we need a 
just climate transition which ensures the protec-
tion of the poor and most vulnerable and which 
is integrated into our pandemic response. This 
would not only reverse the climate disaster we are 
already living in but also minimize the risk of new 
pandemics. The just climate transition should in-
volve economic reforms that puts the wellbeing of 
people over profit margins. The first step towards 
that is ensuring the stimulus packages that gov-
ernments are announcing across the world are not 
wasted on bailing out corporations. We must avoid 
a situation where big businesses and industrial 
units are allowed free reign to reinforce appalling 
global inequality while the rest of civil society is 
quarantined at home. 

Erum Akbar

March 31, 1991
After 36 years, the Warsaw Pact a military alli-
ance between the Soviet Union and its Eastern 
European satellites was effectively dissolved 
on this day in 1991 as Soviet military com-
manders announced they had relinquished 
control of Warsaw Pact forces. It was yet an-
other sign that the Soviet Union, formed in 
1917 and victorious in a civil war and in a four-
year struggle with Nazi Germany, was losing 
control over its former allies and that the Cold 
War was falling apart. The Warsaw Pact was 
formed in 1955 in response to the decision by 
the United States and its western European 
allies to include West Germany in the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization. NATO had been 
formed in 1949 as a military alliance between 
the United States, Canada and several Euro-
pean nations to thwart the threat of Soviet ex-
pansion into Western Europe.  In 1954, NATO 
voted to admit a newly rearmed West Germa-
ny into its organization. The Soviets respond-
ed with the formation of the Warsaw Pact. Its 
original members included the Soviet Union, 

East Germany, Poland, Hungary, Romania, Bul-
garia, Czechoslovakia and Albania. (Albania 
withdrew in 1968.) In 1963, Mongolia sought 
to join the Warsaw Pact but, under pressure 
from China, remained in “observer” status. 
The Soviets began to station troops in Mongo-
lia in 1966. Although the Soviets claimed the 
organization was a defensive alliance, it soon 
became clear the chief purpose of the pact was 
to preserve communist dominance in Eastern 
Europe. In Hungary in 1956, and in Czecho-

slovakia in 1968, the Soviets invoked the pact 
to legitimize intervening with armed force to 
squelch anti-communist uprisings. The Hun-
garian revolt against Soviet domination led 
to the death of some 2,500 Hungarians; the 
United States government, while condemn-
ing the action, did not interfere but accepted 
tens of thousands of Hungarian refugees.  The 
multinational Communist armed forces’ sole 
joint action was the Warsaw Pact invasion of 
Czechoslovakia in August 1968.

Warsaw Pact dissolved

Demi Lovato makes a cameo

NEW YORK

Demi Lovato, the “Sorry Not Sorry” singer ac-
cidentally made a cameo appearance on Max 
Ehrich’s video, as he serenaded fans on social 
media. Lovato, unaware that Ehrich was lives-
treaming, entered the shot with a blanket, seem-
ingly to wrap around her new man’s shoulders. 
“I’m on live!” the Young and the Restless star whis-

pered to her as she approached, but she didn’t hear 
him until she got closer. “I’m on live!” Ehrich told 
her again, before Lovato gasped, quickly lifted the 
blanket to cover her face and ran out of the shot. 
The actor couldn’t help but laugh at Lovato mistak-
enly crashing the party. ET learned last week that 
Lovato and Ehrich were dating. A source revealed 
that the pair’s relationship was new and that they 
met just a few weeks ago. According to the source, 

the two are greatly enjoying spending time to-
gether. Fans first noticed the pair was getting flirty 
on social media, with Lovato leaving a teary-eyed 
emoji and a red heart on a video the actor posted 
on March 11.  Lovato was last romantically linked 
to model Austin Wilson. The two briefly dated 
before going their separate ways last December. 
See more on Lovato in the video below. The “Sorry 
Not Sorry” singer accidentally made a cameo ap-
pearance on Max Ehrich’s video, as he serenaded 
fans on social media. Lovato, unaware that Ehrich 
was livestreaming, entered the shot with a blanket, 
seemingly to wrap around her new man’s shoul-
ders. “I’m on live!” the Young and the Restless star 
whispered to her as she approached, but she didn’t 
hear him until she got closer. “I’m on live!” Ehrich 
told her again, before Lovato gasped, quickly lifted 
the blanket to cover her face and ran out of the 
shot. The actor couldn’t help but laugh at Lovato 
mistakenly crashing the party. ET learned last week 
that Lovato and Ehrich were dating. A source re-
vealed that the pair’s relationship was new and 
that they met just a few weeks ago. According to 
the source, the two are greatly enjoying spending 
time together. Fans first noticed the pair were get-
ting flirty on social media, with Lovato leaving a 
teary-eyed emoji and a red heart on a video the 
actor posted on March 11. Lovato was last romanti-
cally linked to model Austin Wilson. 

Chinese BYD unveils blade 
battery

CALIFORNIA
China’s leading new energy vehicle 

(NEV) manufacturer BYD unveiled a new 
blade-shaped battery Sunday in the south-
ern Chinese city of Shenzhen, which is 
expected to solve battery-related safety 
hazards in electric vehicles. This new type 
of battery has been rolled off its produc-
tion line in Chongqing Municipality and 
will be used in the Han pure electric vehi-
cle, the company’s flagship sedan model 
slated for launch this June.The company 

also said that compared with traditional 
batteries, the blade battery pack could 
increase space utilization by 50 percent 
due to its long and thin shape. At the press 
conference, the blade battery successfully 
passed nail penetration tests, a type of 
safety testing recognized in the industry 
as the most stringent testing method for 
the safety of batteries. BYD Chairman 
Wang Chuanfu said that electric vehicles 
equipped with the blade battery would be 
far less likely to catch fire.

New Haven
In a new study, researchers found that half 

of the patients they treated for mild COVID-
19 infection still had coronavirus for up to 
eight days after symptoms disappeared. In 
the research, titled Time Kinetics of Viral 
Clearance and Resolution of Symptoms in Novel 
Coronavirus Infection, Lixin Xie, MD, Lokesh 
Sharma, PhD, and co-authors report on a study 
of 16 patients with COVID-19, who were treated 
and released from the Treatment Center of PLA 
General Hospital in Beijing between January 28 
and Feb. 9, 2020. Patients studied had a median 
age of 35.5 years. Researchers collected sam-
ples from throat swabs taken from all patients 
on alternate days and analyzed. Patients were 
discharged after their recovery and confirma-
tion of negative viral status by at least two con-
secutive polymerase chain reaction (PCR) tests. 
“The most significant finding from our study 
is that half of the patients kept shedding the 
virus even after resolution of their symptoms,” 

said co-lead author Dr. Sharma, instructor of 
medicine, Section of Pulmonary, Critical Care & 
Sleep Medicine, Department of Medicine, Yale 
School of Medicine. “More severe infections 
may have even longer shedding times.” 

The primary symptoms in these patients in-
cluded fever, cough, pain in the pharynx (phar-
yngalgia) and difficult or labored breathing 
(dyspnea). Patients were treated with a range 
of medications. The time from infection to 
onset of symptoms (incubation period) was five 
days among all but one patient. The average 
duration of symptoms was eight days, while the 
length of time patients remained contagious 
after the end of their symptoms ranged from 
one to eight days. Two patients had diabetes 
and one had tuberculosis, neither of which af-
fected the timing of the course of COVID-19 in-
fection. “If you had mild respiratory symptoms 
from COVID-19 and were staying at home so as 
not to infect people, extend your quarantine 
for another two weeks after recovery to en-

sure that you don’t infect other people,” recom-
mended corresponding author Lixin Xie, MD, 
professor, College of Pulmonary and Critical 
Care Medicine, Chinese PLA General Hospital, 
Beijing. The authors had a special message for 
the medical community: “COVID-19 patients 
can be infectious even after their symptomatic 
recovery, so treat the asymptomatic/recently 
recovered patients as carefully as symptomatic 
patients.” 

The researchers emphasized that all of these 
patients had milder infections and recovered 
from the disease, and that the study looked at 
a small number of patients. They noted that it 
is unclear whether similar results would hold 
true for more vulnerable patients such as the 
elderly, those with suppressed immune systems 
and patients on immunosuppressive therapies. 
“Further studies are needed to investigate if 
the real-time PCR-detected virus is capable of 
transmission in the later stages of COVID-19 
infection,” Dr. Xie added.

Some patients still have coronavirus after symptoms disappear

Writer is the Assistant Editor ‘Mélange int’l 
Magazine’, ‘The Asian Telegraph’ & Project 

Coordinator (COPAIR); a degree holder in com-
munication & media sciences.
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Dua Lipa quits Twitter 
for mental health

LONDON
Dua Lipa quit Twitter for the sake of her men-
tal health. The 24-year-old singer’s presence 
on the platform is limited to posts from her 
management team because she stepped away 
as she felt it was “unkind” and tarnished her 
pride over her career achievements. She said: 
“Online criticism can make you feel like you’re 
not good enough, so I was nervous. “[Twitter] 
felt like a breeding ground for hate and stopped 
me being proud of my achievements. “Instead 
of feeling something was amazing, it made me 
feel I wasn’t worth it. “It’s a massive shame. 
But we have to protect our mental health. I 
wish social media companies could make it a 
safer space. It’s just become unkind.”The ‘New 
Rules’ hitmaker thinks her fans should take 
a step back from social media too. She said: 
“Maybe [they should] take a step back from 
social media themselves. Even when it wasn’t 
at the height of negativity, my advice to fans 
feeling anxiety was to take a step back. I guess 
I had to take that on myself a little bit.”But the 
‘Don’t Star Now’ singer - who never spoke out 
after the pictures surfaced - 

Kate Middleton shows 
off her book collection

LONDON
The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge lent their 
support to a Public Health England initiative 
to boost the nation’s mental health during the 
coronavirus pandemic and treated fans to two 
new pictures taken inside their Kensington 
Palace home one which showed Kate at her 
work desk which featured an impressive 
book collection. The Duchess delighted royal 
fans and avid readers with her collection 
of Penguin Clothbound Classics, each indi-
vidually designed by Corlie Bickford-Smith. 
Each book, which could be seen stacked 
neatly together on her office desk, retails 
at around £11 if you buy them in a bundle 
of three, for £33. Books in Kate’s collection 
include popular classics such as A Christmas 
Caroland Other Christmas Writings, Sense and 
Sensibility, Picture of Dorian Grey, The Hound 
of the Baskervilles and The Odyssey. The 
Cambriges are avid readers. Most recently, 
Prince William revealed that his children were 
fans of Julia Donaldson’s Room On The Broom. 
The book tells the story of a friendly witch 
who invites animals to join her on her broom, 
and help the witch when she is threatened 
on their journey by a dragon. The doting dad 
told fellow parents during an engagement in 
south Wales earlier in the year: “I read this 
to our children all the time.”William has even 
met the author when she received her CBE for 
services to literature, and said to her: 

Bella Hadid dances in $55 
Sneakers

WASHINGTON
As Bella Hadid stays home under self-quarantine, 
she’s keeping herself entertained with TikTok. 
The model, who posts under the handle @baby-
bella777, shared a video on the platform this week-
end of herself and a friend doing a dance challenge. 
Hadid wore a casual ensemble for the occasion, 
teaming a tangerine-hued bra top with tan pants.
On her feet, the Dior Beauty ambassador sported 
a pair of high-top Converse Chuck Taylor sneakers. 
The classic lace-ups feature contrast stitching, a 
rubber toe cap and a canvas upper, with the brand’s 
signature star patch at the ankle. The shoes are 
available on Nordstrom.com for just $55.Hadid has 
been a longtime fan of Converse, which is also a fa-
vorite of fellow supermodels such as Kendall Jenner 
and Kaia Gerber. The “it” girl frequently steps out in 
boots from Prada and Dr. Martens, as well as sneak-
ers from Nike. For more dressed-up appearances, 
she opts for high heels from the likes of Christian 
Louboutin and Giuseppe Zanotti.

PARIS
The global athletics governing body 
released a statement on Monday to 
support the new 2021 dates of the 
Tokyo Olympic Games and prom-
ised to postpone the 2021 World 
Athletics Championships to 2022. 
“We support the new 2021 dates for 
the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games an-
nounced today by the Japanese or-

ganizers and the IOC (International 
Olympic Committee). This gives our 
athletes the time they need to get 
back into training and competi-
tion,” the World Athletics said in 
the statement published on their 
website.“Everyone needs to be flex-
ible and compromise and to that 
end we are now working with the 
organizers of the World Athletics 

C h a m p i o n s h i p s  i n  O re g o n  o n 
new dates in 2022 for our World 
Athlet ics  Championships .”  The 
Tokyo Olympic Games have been 
rescheduled to July 23 to August 
8, 2021 according to a joint an-
nouncement from the IOC and 
local organizers, meaning the 2021 
World Championships scheduled to 
be held from August 6 to 15 will 
not  take place as planned.“We 
would like to thank our Oregon 
2021 Organizing Committee, their 
stakeholders and our partners for 
their collaboration and willing-
ness to explore all  options,” the 
World Athletics said. The World 
Athletics revealed that they are 
a l s o  i n  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e 
Commonwealth Games Federation 
and the European Championships, 
as both of the events are due to be 
held in 2022.

 TOKYO 
The Tokyo Olympics will open next year in 
the same time slot scheduled for this year’s 
games. Tokyo organizers said Monday the 
opening ceremony will take place on July 
23, 2021 _ almost exactly one year after 
the games were due to start this year. “The 
schedule for the games is key to preparing 
for the games,” Tokyo organizing commit-
tee president Yoshiro Mori said. ``This will 
only accelerate our progress.’’Last week, the 
IOC and Japanese organizers postponed the 
Olympics until 2021 because of the coro-
navirus pandemic. This year’s games were 
scheduled to open on July 24 and close on 
Aug. 9. But the near exact one-year delay will 
see the rescheduled closing ceremony on 
Aug. 8. There had been talk of switching the 
Olympics to spring, a move that would co-
incide with the blooming of Japan’s famous 

cherry blossoms. But it would also clash 
with European soccer and North American 
sports leagues. Mori said a spring Olympics 
was considered but holding the games later 
gives more space to complete the many 
qualifying events that have been postponed 
by the virus outbreak. `̀ We wanted to have 
more room for the athletes to qualify,’’ Mori 
said. After holding out for weeks, local organ-
izers and the IOC last week postponed the 
Tokyo Games under pressure from athletes, 
national Olympic bodies and sports federa-
tions. It’s the first postponement in Olympic 
history, though there were several cancel-
lations during wartime. The Paralympics 
were rescheduled to Aug. 24-Sept. 5. The 
new Olympic dates will conflict with the 
scheduled world championships in track 
and swimming, but those events are now ex-
pected to also be pushed back. ̀ `The IOC has 

had close discussions with the relevant in-
ternational federations,” Mori said. “I believe 
the IFs have accepted the games being held 
in the summer.’’ Both Mori and CEO Toshiro 
Muto have said the cost of rescheduling the 
Olympics will be ``massive’’ _ local reports 
estimate billions of dollars.

KARACHI
The Pakistan stock market 100-index saw a 

dip of 86 points after closing on the week’s first 
trading day. According to the details, investors 
are facing growing uncertainty over the worsen-
ing situation of coronavirus in the country, not 
unlike the rest of the world, and the effect of this 
uncertainty is being seen in the Pakistan stock 
market. The trend of selling shares was appar-
ent during the week’s first trading day of the 
week, while the 100 index also recorded a loss 
of over 250 points during the day. At the end 
of trading day, some recovery was made due to 
late share buying by the investors and 100 index 
closed at 28,023 points after falling 86 points. 
The 100 index saw a decline of 0.31% during the 
entire trading day while 1,277,645,166 shares 
were traded. On the other hand, prices of crude 
oil fell to the lowest level in 17 years; with US 
oil price falling 5.2% to trade at USD 20.39 cents 
a barrel. British crude oil prices fell 6.6% and 
traded at GBP 23.29. The share market may re-
main under pressure due to coronavirus spread 
and reports of lockdown in major cities of the 
country. Analysts expect the equity bourse to re-
main under pressure on account of fast spread-
ing Coronavirus and news regarding lockdown 
of major cities (Karachi and Lahore) which will 
keep the investors sentiment dull. On the other 

hand, foreign selling in both, the equity market 
and debt securities, may keep the local currency 
under stress. However, improvement witnessed 
on macroeconomic front, with the Current 
Account Deficit (CAD) shrinking by 71 percent 
YoY in first eight months of current fiscal year 
along with decline in international oil prices 
and lower inflation forecast, should bode well 
for overall economy in the medium term. The 
benchmark KSE-100 of Pakistan Stock Exchange 
(PSX) is currently trading at a PER of 5.7x 

(2020) compared to Asia Pac regional average of 
10.2x while offering a dividend yield of around 
9.0 percent versus around 3.1 percent offered 
by the region. The KSE-100 index took a heavy 
battering with the market recording its largest 
weekly decline of 5,393 points (points wise larg-
est in history and in percentage terms largest 
decline since December 2008). Trading began 
on a negative note this week with manifesta-
tion of the unstoppable Coronavirus Pandemic 
in Pakistan and across the globe which triggered 
an investor stampede. Whereas declining inter-
national oil prices also caused panic amongst 
market participants as witnessed in a rout in 
global equities. Albeit, local investors anxiously 
looked forward to the announcement of the 
monetary policy this week whereby the State 
Bank cut its benchmark policy rate by a mea-
gre 75 basis points against higher expectations 
(hence met with a disappointing reaction at the 
index) with other countries also jumping on the 
bandwagon of swift monetary action. As a result, 
the benchmark KSE-100 index closed at 30,667 
points, down by 15 percent WoW and witness-
ing trading halts on 4/5 days. Contribution to 
the downside was led by i) Commercial Banks 
(1,484 points), ii) Cements (729 points), iii) Oil 
and Gas Exploration Companies (537 points).

 DUBAI:
The Expo 2020 steering committee, compris-

ing officials from the UAE and foreign countries 
participating in the event, have recommend to 
the International Bureau of Exhibitions, which is 
the intergovernmental organizsation responsible 
for the International Expo, to study the issue of 
postponing the opening of Expo 2020 for a year 
within the legal framework. The BIE will now 
work with member states and organisers of Expo 
2020 Dubai to consider revising the dates. The 
General Assembly of the International Bureau 
of Exhibitions alone has the right to take the 
final decision on the postponement. Article 28 
of the agreement of the International Bureau of 
Exhibitions stipulates that any amendment to the 
dates necessitates a vote of Member States by a 
two-thirds majority. Expo 2020 Organisers reaf-
firmed the UAE’s commitment to working hand 
in hand with its international partners to deliver 
a World Expo which holds true to its founding 
purpose: providing an inclusive global platform 

to address shared challenges, and seek solutions 
in the sprit of international cooperation and global 
solidarity. The global platform that Expo 2020 will 
provide will be needed more than ever. Elaborating 
on the decision, Reem Al Hashimy, UAE Minister of 
State for International Cooperation and Director 
General, Expo 2020 Dubai, said: “The global situ-
ation is fast moving, and remains unpredictable. 
Over the last several weeks, we have been consult-
ing with key UAE and international stakeholders 
to review the ongoing impact of COVID-19 on 
our plans and preparations for Expo 2020 Dubai. 
“While they remain firmly committed to Expo 
2020, many countries have been significantly 
impacted by COVID-19 and they have therefore 
expressed a need to postpone the opening of Expo 
2020 Dubai by one year, to enable them to over-
come this challenge. The UAE and Expo 2020 Dubai 
have listened. And in the spirit of solidarity and 
unity, we supported the proposal to explore a one 
year postponement at today’s Steering Committee 
meeting. We look forward to welcoming the world, 

which we are certain will only come out of this 
pressing challenge stronger, and more resilient 
than it ever was.” “We will follow due BIE processes 
on making the decision to delay Expo 2020. We re-
main firm in our collective commitment to deliver 
an Expo that’s true to its time and to our shared, 
urgent priorities. We believe that in light of this 
global challenge, humanity needs to come together 
to remember what unites us. That remains the col-
lective ambition of all those involved in this Expo,” 
she added. Dimitri S. Kerkentzes, Secretary General 
of the Bureau International des Expositions (BIE), 
welcomed the Expo 2020 organisers’ approach 
and the Steering Committee’s recommendations. 
He said: “The World is facing extraordinary and 
unprecedented circumstances and we all expect 
the challenges to continue in the months to come. 
Today’s agreement by the organiser and the mem-
bers of Expo 2020 Dubai’s Steering Committee to 
explore options for a one-year delay to the opening 
of the World Expo is welcome. In the spirit and 
in accordance with the Paris Convention of 1928, 

Covid-19

Expo 2020 Dubai seeks a year’s delay

ADCB not to cut 
jobs in 2020 

DUBAI

A b u  D h a b i  C o m m e r c i a l 
B a n k  ( A D C B )  w i l l  n o t  b e 
c u t t i n g  a n y  j o b s  d u r i n g 
2 0 2 0  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e 
c o r o n a v i r u s  p a n d e m i c . 
K h a l d o o n  A l  M u b a r a k , 
c h a i r m a n  o f  A D C B  G r o u p , 
s a i d  t h e  b a n k  r e c o g -
n i z e s  “ t h e  i m p o r t a n c e 
o f  e x p r e s s i n g  s o l i d a r -
i t y ”  w i t h  e m p l o y e e s  a n d 
t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  d u r i n g  t h i s 
“ c h a l l e n g i n g  p e r i o d ”.  “ N o 
e m p l o y e e  w i l l  b e  m a d e  r e -
d u n d a n t  d u r i n g  2 0 2 0  a s  a 
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p a n d e m i c .” 

T h e  d e c i s i o n  a p p l i e s 
a c r o s s  t h e  A D C B  G r o u p , 
i n c l u d i n g  A l  H i l a l  B a n k , 
w h i c h  i t  a c q u i r e d .  “ T h e 
b a n k  w i l l  a l s o  c o n t i n u e 
t o  i m p l e m e n t  i n i t i a t i v e s 
t o  d r i v e  g r e a t e r  e f f i -
c i e n c y  a n d  p r o t e c t  t h e 
v a l u e  o f  o u r  b u s i n e s s e s ,” 
t h e  c h a i r m a n  s a i d .  “A D C B 
c o n t i n u e s  t o  c o l l a b o r a t e 
w i t h  a l l  U A E  g o v e r n -
m e n t  a g e n c i e s  a n d  o t h e r 
l e a d i n g  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r 
c o m p a n i e s  t o  e n s u r e  a 
s w i f t  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  r e -
s p o n s e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c 
c h a l l e n g e s  t h i s  h e a l t h 
c h a l l e n g e  i s  b r i n g i n g .”

O t h e r  b a n k s  i n  t h e 
c o u n t r y  h a v e  n o t  y e t 
c o n f i r m e d  t h e i r  b u s i -
n e s s  p l a n s  w i t h  r e g a r d s 
t o  a n y  p o s s i b l e  j o b  c u t s .

BEIJING
China has been actively making 

efforts to set up a green channel to 
facilitate the air cargo transporta-
tion of anti-epidemic supplies at 
home and abroad, according to the 
State Post Bureau. The State Post 
Bureau created the green channel 
by coordinating enterprises in the 
mail delivery business via multi-
ple methods such as implement-
ing overseas transfers, increasing 
charter flights and opening air 
routes. These efforts are sustain-
ing the delivery of China’s domes-
tic medical emergency supplies, 
daily necessities and express 
mail in the nationwide joint anti-
epidemic fight. Meanwhile, they 
represent crucial support for the 
international prevention and con-
trol of the novel coronavirus dis-
ease (COVID-19). Major players of 
China’s air cargo industry, such as 
SF Airlines, China Postal Airlines 

and YTO Airlines, are contribut-
ing to the anti-epidemic fight at 
home and abroad. To date, SF 
Airlines has opened multiple new 
international cargo air routes and 
carried around 210 charter flights. 

From March 1 to 14, cargo flights 
of the airline sent 108 tonnes of 
medical and other supplies to 39 
countries and regions.China Postal 
Airlines had sent 24 charter flights 
with 42,000 airmail items, weigh-

ing around 292 tonnes. Cainiao, 
Alibaba’s logistics subsidiary, is 
planning to send 200 charter cargo 
flights to facilitate two-way logis-
tics into and out of China, aiming 
to ensure anti-epidemic supplies 
and express mail of cross-border 
e-commerce. China is cultivating 
its burgeoning air cargo industry. 
To date, SF Airlines, China Postal 
Airlines and YTO Airlines have 
seen the fleet of all-cargo freight-
ers exceed 100, and international 
cargo air routes exceed 30. China 
will continue to add more charter 
flights and open new air routes to 
guarantee the smooth transpor-
tation of living necessities and 
medical supplies, said Jin Jinghua, 
a senior official with the State Post 
Bureau. At present, domestic- and 
foreign-owned international cargo 
flights in China total 930 per week, 
which is close to the level recorded 
before the outbreak.

China to ensure domestic, int’l air cargo transport

LONDON
Wimbledon organisers will 
announce the cancellation of 
the grasscourt Grand Slam 
this week due to the coro-
navirus pandemic, German 
Tennis Federation (DTB) vice-
president Dirk Hordorff has 
told sports news channel. All 
England Lawn Tennis Club 
(AELTC) officials earlier said 
the June 29-July 12 event would 
not be played behind closed 
doors and postponement was 
not without significant risk 
and difficulty. “Wimbledon has 
stated that they will have a 
board meeting next Wednesday 
and will make the final decision 
there,” Hordorff told Sky Sports 
Germany. “I am also involved 
in the bodies of the ATP and 
WTA. The necessary decisions 
have already been made there 
and Wimbledon will decide to 
cancel next Wednesday. There 
is no doubt about it. This is 
necessary in the current situ-
ation. “It is completely unre-
alistic to imagine that with 
the travel restrictions that 
we currently have an inter-
national tennis tournament 
where hundreds of thousands 
of people from all over the 

world would travel. That is 
unthinkable.” The AELTC did 
not respond to a request for 
comment. The postponement 
of the Tokyo Olympics opened 
up a two-week window in the 
tennis calendar in July/August 
but it is less likely that it will be 
feasible for Wimbledon, which 
has only two covered courts 
and cannot be held past late 
summer. French Open organis-
ers stunned the tennis world 
by unilaterally postponing 
the claycourt Grand Slam at 
Roland Garros from May until 
late September because of the 
pandemic. The French Tennis 
Federation (FFT) came under 
heavy fire from tennis players 
around the world at the lack 
of  The men’s ATP Tour and 
the WTA, which runs women’s 
tournaments, require their 
players to participate at the 
four Grand Slams, but the new 
French Open dates are yet to 
feature on the calendars of ei-
ther association.“The unilateral 
behaviour of the organizers has 
been criticised by everyone 
and I can simply predict that 
the French Open will not be 
relocated as it was intended,” 
Hordorff said.

PSX loses 86 points after volatile trading day

The 100 index records a loss of over 250 points

World Athletics to postpone World Championships to 2022

Coronavirus

Wimbledon will be cancelled: 
Official

Tokyo Olympics rescheduled for July, August 2021
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ISLAMABAD
Foreign Minister Makhdoom 

Shah Mahmood Qureshi has said 
that Pakistan’s capacity to deal 
with the global challenge of coro-
navirus is constantly increasing. 
He expressed these views while 
presiding over a high level meeting 
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
on dealing with the challenge of 
coronavirus. 

The meeting also reviewed vari-
ous options for making the return 
of Pakistanis awaiting repatria-
tion from foreign countries pos-
sible. Addressing the meeting, 
the Foreign Minister said that the 
National Coordination Committee 
(NCC) meeting chaired by Prime 
Minister Imran Khan held a de-
tailed discussion on this impor-
tant issue. The NCC meeting had 

decided to ban flights coming from 
overseas to prevent the possible 
spread of coronavirus in Pakistan, 
he added.Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
also said that our capacity for 
overcoming the global pandemic 
is constantly increasing. 

The meeting also consulted on 
the possible challenges of post-
April 4 resumption of flight op-
erations. Proposals unanimously 
agreed upon at this meeting will 
be later presented for approval 
at a meeting of the National 
Coordination Committee.

 Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi urged the Organisation 
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
countries to exert joint efforts to 
deal with the novel coronavirus 
pandemic. During a telephonic 

conversation with OIC Secretary 
General Dr Yousef Bin Ahmad Bin 
Al-Othaimeen, FM Qureshi said 
that the Covid-19 pandemic has 
engulfed the entire world. Both the 
leaders discussed the steps taken 
by the OIC to prevent the spread 
of the pandemic and the critical 
situation in occupied Kashmir in 
the context of this challenge. FM 
Qureshi lauded the OIC secretary 
general’s recent remarks regard-
ing the finding of a solution to this 
pandemic challenge by research 
institutions and scientists. 

Earlier on March 15, Special 
Assistant to Prime Minister 
(SAPM) on Information and 
Broadcasting Firdous Ashiq Awan 
had said the prime minister’s aide 
on health Dr Zafar Mirza apprised 

SAARC leaders on the measures 
the government has taken to 
curb the spread of coronavirus.
Taking to Twitter, she had said the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
lauded Pakistan’s measures 
against the infection. SAPM Awan 
had said, “Pakistan’s participation 
in the SAARC video conference 
on the coronavirus pandemic is a 
testimony to the fact that the coun-
try cares as much for the life and 
health of the people living in the 
region as its own.”Earlier, a high-
level meeting chaired by Foreign 
Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi 
on Monday discussed situation on 
COVID-19 with reference to phase-
wise repatriation of Pakistanis in 
the wake of suspension of interna-
tional flights.

MELLBOURNE/ SINGAPORE/ LONDON/MOSCOW

Crude oil fell sharply on Monday, with 
US crude briefly dropping below $20 
and Brent hitting its lowest level in 
18 years, on heightened fears that the 
global coronavirus shutdown could 
last months and demand for fuel 
could evaporate further. Brent crude, 
the international benchmark for oil 
prices, was down $1.93, or 7.7%, at 
$23 by 0820 GMT, after earlier drop-
ping to $22.76, the lowest since No-
vember 2002.US West Texas Interme-
diate (WTI) crude fell $1.14, or 5.3%, 
to $20.37.The price of oil is now so 
low that it is becoming unprofitable 
to many oil firms to remain active, 
analysts said, and higher cost produc-
ers will have no choice but to shut 
production, especially since storage 
capacities are almost full. “Global oil 
demand is evaporating on the back of 
COVID-19-related travel restrictions 
and social distancing measures,” said 
UBS oil analyst Giovanni Staunovo. 
“In the near term, oil prices may need 
to trade lower into the cash cost curve 
to trigger production shut-ins to start 

to prevent tank tops to be reached,” 
he added.Hussein Sayed, analyst at 
FXTM also said, “This game of attri-
tion is likely to drag prices even lower 
and even a price of $10 per barrel is 
no longer unimaginable.” Besides de-
mand destruction caused by the coro-
navirus pandemic, the oil markets 
have also been slammed by the Saudi 
Arabia-Russia price war that is flood-
ing markets with extra supply. An of-
ficial from Saudi Arabia’s energy min-
istry said on Friday the kingdom was 
not in talks with Russia to balance oil 

markets despite rising pressure from 
Washington to stop the rout that has 
cut prices by more than 60% this 
year.With world demand now fore-
cast to plunge 15 million or 20 million 
barrels per day, a 20% drop from last 
year, analysts say massive produc-
tion cuts will be needed beyond just 
the Organisation of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries. “OPEC, Saudi 
Arabia and Russia could mend their 
differences, but there’s not that much 
OPEC could do.The demand shock 
from COVID-19 is just too big,” said 

BRUSSELS/LONDON

The European Union expects Britain 
to seek an extension of its post-Brex-
it transition period beyond the end 
of the year, diplomats and officials 
said on Monday (March 30), as ne-
gotiations on trade have ground to a 
halt due to the coronavirus pandem-
ic.Europe has gone into a deep lock-
down in a bid to curb the spread of 
the disease, with more than 330,000 
infections reported on the continent 
and nearly 21,000 deaths.In Britain, 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson and 
his health minister have both tested 
positive for the virus and the prime 
minister’s senior adviser Dominic 
Cummings - one of the masterminds 
behind Britain’s departure from 
the EU earlier this year - was self-

isolating with symptoms. “The coro-
navirus pandemic complicates the 
already very ambitious schedule,” 
said David McAllister, a conservative 
German EU lawmaker who chairs 
the European Parliament’s Brexit 
group.“The EU has always been open 
to extending the transition period. 
The ball is now clearly in the British 
court ... So far, the UK government 
has constantly rejected such an op-
tion. Under the current circumstanc-
es, London should carefully re-exam-
ine a prolongation.” London and the 
EU have been seeking to agree a new 
trade pact by the end of the year to 
kick in from 2021, even though the 
bloc has long said that such a time-
frame was extremely short to agree 
rules on everything from trade to 
security to fisheries.EU diplomats 

said on Monday they expected a re-
quest from London in May or June. 
Mr Johnson has ruled out delaying 
the date when Brexit would finally 
take effect following Britain’s 2016 
vote to leave, and said London was 
also ready to withdraw from its cur-
rent cooperation accords at end-year 
without a new deal. His spokesman 
repeated on Monday the deadline for 
the transition ended on Dec 31 and 
“this is enshrined in law”.“We have 
shared legal texts and they are the 
subject of informal discussions be-
tween ourselves and the EU commis-
sion ... I would expect those sorts of 
conversations to be carrying on this 
week,” he told reporters. “The struc-
ture of the negotiations has changed 
to reflect the current situation with 
regard to coronavirus.

ISLAMABAD

Another special plane of China carrying 
medical supplies regarding Coronavirus 
pandemic arrived in Karachi on Monday. 
The medical supplies include testing kits, 
N-95 masks and protective suits. Sindh 
Governor Imran Ismail on March 27 
had received a consignment of medical 
aid from China for fighting the corona-
virus epidemic in the country at Karachi 
airport.The governor received the aid 
consignment on behalf of the federal gov-
ernment.  The consignment comprises 
56,000 testing kits to detect coronavirus 
cases, N95 surgical masks, and other 

medical emergency equipment.A team 
of Chinese doctors also arrived in Paki-
stan on Saturday to help the country in 
containing the spread of the coronavirus. 
These Chinese doctors will remain in 
Pakistan for two weeks and will advise 
our health care specialists in the light of 
their experience and success in battling 
Covid-19 in China. Xinjiang government 
has also provided 50 thousand masks 
each to the Federal Capital as well as to 
the Sindh government. It may be noted 
that the virus has killed 18 people in 
Pakistan and around 1,700 people are 
under treatment in the hospitals across 
the country.

SINGAPORE/RIYADH/DUBAI

The Group of 20 trade ministers 
met in an emergency video confer-
ence on Monday night and backed 
the importance of coordinated 
trade and investment measures to 
counter the impact of the corona-
virus outbreak on global demand 
and supply. They also affirmed their 
commitment to restore confidence 
and continuity of trade by facilitat-
ing the flow of goods and services 
and reducing the risk and disrup-
tion to global health supply chains.
Singapore was invited by Saudi Ara-
bia, which holds the 2020 G20 pres-
idency, to participate in the video 
conference that was also attended 
by members such as Australia, Chi-

na, the European Union, Japan, Rus-
sia, Britain and the United States, as 
well as representatives from global 
organisations. Trade and Industry 
Minister Chan Chun Sing said: “The 
consensus by G20 members to free 
and open trade during this critical 
time is a significant boost in our 
global fight against Covid-19.“As 
an international community, we 
must continue to ensure the flow 
of vital medical supplies, essential 
agricultural products, and other 
goods and services across borders, 
and speedily resolve disruptions to 
global supply chains to support the 
health and well-being of our peo-
ple.” He noted that lockdowns have 
severely dented global production 
capacities and threatened jobs. 

Punjab flouts Rs10b 
Economic Aid package
It is best package for dailywagers: 

CM Buzdar

UNDP seeks support for 

vulnerable countries
UNITED NATIONS

The United Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) on Monday urged the 
international community to help vulner-
able countries to get over the difficulties 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. “This 
pandemic is a health crisis, but not just a 
health crisis. For vast swathes of the globe, 
the pandemic will leave deep, deep scars,” 
said UNDP administrator Achim Steiner. 
“Without support from the international 
community, we risk a massive reversal of 
gains made over the last two decades, and 
an entire generation lost, if not in lives 
then in rights, opportunities and dignity,” 
he said.According to a press release issued 
by the UNDP, income losses are expected 
to exceed 220 billion U.S. dollars in devel-
oping countries, and nearly half of all jobs 
in Africa could be lost. With an estimated 
55 percent of the global population hav-
ing no access to social protection, these 
losses will reverberate across societies, 
impacting education, human rights and, 
in the most severe cases, basic food secu-
rity and nutrition. “Under-resourced hos-
pitals and fragile health systems are likely 
to be overwhelmed. This may be further 
exacerbated by a spike in cases, as up to 
75 percent of people in least developed 
countries lack access to soap and water,” it 
said.“Additional social conditions, such as 
poor urban planning and overpopulation 
in some cities, weak waste disposal ser-
vices, and even traffic congestion imped-
ing access to healthcare facilities, may all 
add to the caseload,” it added. Working in 
close coordination with the World Health 
Organization, UNDP is helping countries 
to prepare for, respond to and recover 
from the COVID-19 pandemic, focus-
ing particularly on the most vulnerable.
The UNDP is already working to support 
health systems in countries including 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, China, Djibouti, 
El Salvador, Eritrea, Iran, Kyrgyzstan, 
Madagascar, Nigeria, Paraguay, Panama, 
Serbia, Ukraine and Vietnam. A UNDP-led 
COVID-19 Rapid Response Facility has al-
ready been launched, funded by existing 
resources and capitalized with an initial 
20 million dollars.

LAHORE

Chief Minister Punjab Usman Bazdar has ap-
proved Chief Minister Punjab ‘Insaaf Imdad’ 
package. Applications for the aid package will be 
received online and only the name, CNIC number 
and mobile number of the recipient will be re-
quired. According to details, a high level meeting 
chaired by Chief Minister Usman Bazdar approved 
the Chief Minister Punjab ‘Insaaf Imdad’ package.
Chief Minister Usman Bazdar directed officials 
to launch the ‘Insaaf Imdad’ package quickly and 
said that the process of distributing aid to deserv-
ing families should be initiated soon. Usman Ba-
zdar said that financial assistance would be pro-
vided to only deserving people, under a foolproof 
mechanism. In the first phase, 2.5 million people 
would receive assistance of Rs 4,000 and families 
affected by lack of employment due to the corona-
virus will be paid Rs 8,000 in 2 installments.The 
Chief Minister, while addressing the meeting said 
that the Punjab government has allocated Rs 10 
billion for Chief Minister Punjab ‘Insaaf Imdad’ 
Package and this package will be separate from 
the federal government’s relief package. In view 
of the economic situation, Punjab government 
has also waived provincial taxes of Rs18 billion.
He said that financial aid under the ‘Insaaf Imdad’ 
package would provide relief to the daily wagers 
and labour class. Applications for the assistance 
will be taken online and the money will also be 
transferred online after verification of the recipi-
ent’s data. Applicants will be able to file a com-
plaint online if they face any issue, he added.Chief 
Minister Usman Bazdar has directed to further 
simplify the application form with only the name, 
ID card number and mobile phone number being 
collected from the applicants. The Chief Minister 
said that the government will not leave the un-
derprivileged alone in this difficult time.He said 
the provincial government took timely measures 
to counter the coronavirus pandemic and an-
nounced best package to provide relief to daily 
wagers. The CM maintained that coronavirus is 
not a problem of any single country, it is a global 
challenge yet the opposition is doing politics over 
this issue which is illogical and regrettable.“The 
opposition is only raising hollow slogans and has 
not taken any practical step. 

Coronavirus 

Another plane with Chi-
nese medical aid lands in 

Karachi
ISLAMABAD

Another special plane of China carrying medi-
cal supplies regarding Coronavirus pandemic 
arrived in Karachi on Monday. The medical 
supplies include testing kits, N-95 masks and 
protective suits. Sindh Governor Imran Ismail 
on March 27 had received a consignment of 
medical aid from China for fighting the corona-
virus epidemic in the country at Karachi airport.
The governor received the aid consignment on 
behalf of the federal government.  The consign-
ment comprises 56,000 testing kits to detect 
coronavirus cases, N95 surgical masks, and 
other medical emergency equipment.A team 
of Chinese doctors also arrived in Pakistan on 
Saturday to help the country in containing the 
spread of the coronavirus. These Chinese doc-
tors will remain in Pakistan for two weeks and 
will advise our health care specialists in the light 
of their experience and success in battling Co-
vid-19 in China. Xinjiang government has also 
provided 50 thousand masks each to the Federal 
Capital as well as to the Sindh government. It 
may be noted that the virus has killed 18 people 
in Pakistan and around 1,700 people are under 
treatment in the hospitals across the country.

Out of home- vulner-
able to corona: Gover-

nor Sarwar
LAHORE

Punjab Governor Chaudhry Mohammad Sar-
war said on Sunday that unfortunately people 
were not taking corona danger seriously, 
though going out of home make one highly 
vulnerable to the dreaded virus. He was talking 
to a social figure, Robinson Aziz Francis, who 
called on him here at Governor’s House and 
handed him over a donation cheque for provi-
sion of free ration to the people, affected by the 
coronavirus. The governor said that the gov-
ernment would take every step to confine peo-
ple to their homes just for their safety as social 
distancing could break corona chain, asserting 
that today’s timely decision could save us from 
having forever distances with each other. Es-
tablishment of 82 quarantine centres by the 
Pakistan Army to fight out corona pandemic 
was highly commendable, and the nation also 
saluted doctors and paramedical staff in this 
hour of trial, Mohammad Sarwar said. “The 
Chinese government and doctors’ support to 
Pakistan against corona is a glaring example of 
Pak-China friendship,” he added. The governor 
said that war against corona was not the war 
of an individual, a government, or a party, but 
of 220 million Pakistanis and everyone would 
have to fulfill his/her responsibility for which 
it was necessary that people must stay homes 

PAKISTANIS’ REPATRIATION REVIEWED

Pak capable of handling 
Covid-19: FM 
Foreign Minister Qureshi calls for joint efforts of OIC countries to combat COVID-19

Oil hits 18-year low as lockdowns lower demand

Extend Brexit talks over virus out-
break: EU to UK

Coronavirus

Another plane with Chinese 
medical aid lands in Karachi

G20 backs coordinated trade 
steps amid coronavirus crisis


