
Soldier martyred in 
Bajaur cross-border 

attack
RAWALPINDI

A soldier, Lance Naik of the 
Pakistan Army was martyred 
after terrorists opened fire 
from across the Afghanistan 
border at a security post 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s 
Bajaur district ,  the Inter-
Services Public Relations 
(ISPR) said in a statement 
on Wednesday. The army’s 
media wing, in a statement, 
said that Lance Naik Sami 
Ullah embraced martyrdom 
after the terrorists opened 
fire at the security forces 
border post. Earlier on June 
21, Pakistan Army captain 
and a soldier had embraced 
martyrdom and two others 
were injured when uniden-
tified gunmen opened fire 
at the convoy of security 
forces in North Waziristan, 
the Inter-Services Public 
Re l a t i o n s  ( I S P R )  s a i d . 
According to ISPR, Pak Army 
captain and soldier was mar-
tyred while two soldiers were 
also injured during the ex-
change of fire with terrorists in 
North Waziristan. One terrorist 
was also killed in retaliation, 
the military’s media wing said. 
The martyred soldiers had been 
identified as Captain Sabih and 
Sepoy Naveed.

Makkah

Annual Hajj rituals have begun in 
Makkah with the arrival of pilgrims 
in Mina. Only around one thousand 
pilgrims will perform Hajj this year 
due to crowd control restrictions 
put in place by Saudi Arabia in the 
wake of Covid-19 pandemic. Nor-
mally, over two million people per-
form Hajj. For the first time in de-
cades, international travelers have 
been barred from the Hajj due to 
Coronavirus pandemic. Some sev-
enty percent of the worshippers this 
year are foreign residents of Saudi 
Arabia, with the rest being Saudi na-
tionals. All of those selected to take 
part are aged between 20 and 50. 
As part of precautionary measures, 
the pilgrims will wear face mask 
and observe social distancing. The 
Saudi authorities have also banned 
touching Khana Kaaba and Hajr-e-
Aswad. After offering Fajar prayer 
on 10th of Dhul Hijjah in Muzdali-
fah, pilgrims will move to Jamaraat 
and pelt stones on the largest Jamra, 
representing the devil. The pilgrims 
will pelt seven pebbles on three each 
Jamra or Shaitan on 11th and 12th 
of Dhul Hijjah and leave Mina be-
fore sunset. Then a sacrifice would 
be made in which a lamb or sheep 
is slaughtered. After this, men’s 
heads are shaved, while women cut 
a lock of their hair and the pilgrims 
remove their Ihrams and wear nor-
mal clothes. Then the Hujjaj will do 
Tawaf-e-Ziarat and Sai and return to 
their tents in Mina. Finally, pilgrims 
will do a farewell Tawaf in Masjid-al 
Haram before leaving the holy land 
to complete their Hajj. VoM
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Pakistan at China-Afghanistan-
Pakistan-Nepal must develop 
political consensus against 

Covid-19 and declare a united 
front to combat it; we should 

learn from each other’s 
experiences and strengthen 

coordination among research 
institutions to contain the 

pandemic

Minister for Economic Affairs

Khusro Bakhtiar

AIIB to convene annual meeting in 
Middle East next year

Turkey’s new social media law could hurt freedom of expression

The Asian Telegraph

UK names new MI6 spy 

chief to tackle challenges 

from China, Russia
Bureau Reporter

LONDON 
Britain on Wednesday named career dip-

lomat and intelligence officer Richard Moore 
as the new chief of the MI6 spy service as the 
West seeks to bolster its defences against hos-
tile espionage from China and Russia. Moore, 
57, joined the Secret Intelligence Service (SIS) 
in 1987, just four years before the collapse of 
the Soviet Union in 1991. An accomplished 
intelligence officer, Moore served in various 
diplomatic and security roles before winning 
one of the most powerful jobs in the Western 
intelligence. Alex Younger, the current chief of 
MI6 - or plain “C” - will step down in the au-
tumn. “I am pleased and honoured to be asked 
to return to lead my Service,” said Moore, who 
is currently director general of political affairs 
at the Foreign Office. Moore served as British 
ambassador to Turkey from January 2014 to 
December 2017 and has also served as deputy 
national security adviser. Born in Libya, he 
studied Philosophy, Politics and Economics at 
Oxford University and was a Kennedy Scholar 
at Harvard. His biggest challenge is likely to 
be China, which the United States has identi-
fied as its major geopolitical foe, though he 
will also have to fight for funding after British 
politicians splurged on the coronavirus crisis.

Wall Street rises on upbeat earnings as Fed looms
Egypt’s budget deficit 

falls to 7.8% in FY 
2019/20 - cabinet

Bureau Report
CAIRO/LONDON/NEW YORK

U.S. stocks rose on Wednesday as a 
slew of positive earnings updates and 
hopes for assurances of continued sup-
port from the Federal Reserve overshad-
owed concerns about next steps for the 
government’s coronavirus support plan. 
Advanced Micro Devices Inc (AMD.O) 
jumped 12.4% after the chipmaker raised 
its full-year revenue forecast. Its shares 
were among the top boosts to the S&P 
500 and Nasdaq. The Philadelphia chip 
index .SOX rose 1.5%. Starbucks Corp 
(SBUX.O) climbed 3.9% after the coffee 
chain said business was “steadily recov-
ering” worldwide and it would return 
to profitability in the current quarter. 
Of the 163 S&P 500 firms that have re-
ported results, 79.1% have surpassed a 
low bar of quarterly profit expectations, 
according to Refinitiv IBES data. Recent 

data pointed to a possible slowdown in 
business and hiring as several U.S. states 
reimposed restrictions after a spike in 
COVID-19 infections, while deaths in the 
country caused by the disease surpassed 
150,000 on Wednesday. Investors will 
keep a close watch on how the U.S. central 
bank addresses these economic risks at 
the end of a two-day policy meeting. The 
Fed’s statement is expected at 2 p.m. ET 
(1800 GMT), which will be followed by 
Chair Jerome Powell’s press conference. 
“Market participants expect the Fed to 
keep policy in the same place, that is a 
very accommodative place. Powell’s ob-
jective is not to make any waves in the 
press conference,” said Vincent Reinhart, 

chief economist at Mellon, a BNY Mellon 
Investment Management firm in Boston. 
Egypt’s total budget deficit fell to 7.8% of 
gross domestic product (GDP) in the fiscal 
year 2019/20, down from 8.2% in the FY 
2018/19, the cabinet said in a statement 
on Wednesday. The North African country 
had expected a deficit of 7.2% in the fiscal 
year to June 30, before the coronavirus 
pandemic hit its economy hard. The pri-
mary surplus of 1.8% of GDP was below 
the 2% forecast, but the cabinet called the 
figure “a very good result amid the excep-
tional circumstances”. Egypt is now ex-
pected to post GDP growth of 3.8% for the 
last fiscal year, compared with an initial 
projection of 6%, the cabinet statement 
quoted Finance minister Mohamed Maait 
as saying during the weekly government 
meeting on Wednesday. The country’s 
debt ratio is expected to decline to 86.2% 
of GDP at the end of June from 90.4% a 
year earlier, Maait added. The country’s 
economy was boosted in the last three 
years by an upswing in tourism, strong 
remittances from Egyptian workers 
abroad and recently discovered natural 
gas fields coming onstream.

Bureau Report
BEIJING

The board of  governors 
of the Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank (AIIB) an-
nounced that its sixth an-
nual meeting will  be held 
in Dubai,  the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), on Oct. 27-
28,  2021.This is  the f irst 
time the AIIB will convene 
its annual meeting in the 
Middle East, and it will take 
place concurrently with the 
Dubai World Expo. The 2021 
annual conference will forge 
an important platform for 
the AIIB to engage closely 
with stakeholders includ-

ing members, partner insti-
tutions,  business leaders, 
civil  society organizations 
and experts from a range 
of fields. As a major finan-
cial center and global pas-
senger hub with advanced 
infrastructure,  Dubai is  a 
perfect  backdrop for  the 
high-level  discussions ex-
pected at the 2021 AIIB an-
nual meeting. “As a founding 
member of  AIIB,  the UAE 
played an important role 
in helping to create a 21st 
century multilateral devel-
opment bank committed to 
promoting sustainable in-
frastructure development 
in Asia and beyond,” said 
AIIB Vice  President  and 
C o r p o ra te  S e c re t a r y  S i r 
Danny Alexander. “We look 
forward to continuing to 
work with the UAE and its 
investment leaders to in-
c re a s e  c o n n e c t iv i t y  a n d 
strengthen economies in the 
Middle East and around the 
world.” 

Resolving Karachi’s Issue

Development of merged districts govt’s top priority: PM
WB recognizes Pakistan’s efforts towards stabilization of economy

ISLAMABAD
Prime Minister imran Khan on Wednesday re-
iterated that development and progress of the 
merged districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) 
was the top priority of the government. Presid-
ing over a high-level meeting, PM Imran Khan 
directed to ensure timely release of funds al-
located for infrastructure development in the 
merged districts.During the meeting, the prime 
minister directed to ensure provinces’ represen-
tation in the board of directors of power related 
institutions. He ordered to remove the obstacles 
in the way of imposing wheeling regime in con-
sultation with the stake holders at the earliest.
PM Imran directed to complete the feasibility 
report of Chashma Right Bank Canal irrigation 
project in six months. Earlier on June 22, Prime 
Minister Imran Khan had presided over a high-
level meeting in Islamabad to review develop-
ment projects in tribal districts of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa.Briefing the media about the meeting, 
Information Minister Shibli Faraz had quoted the 

prime minister as saying that the people of the 
tribal districts were close to his heart and that 
he wanted early implementation of the develop-
ment projects there.Prime Minister Imran Khan 
says the Government is in favor of the total imple-
mentation of Article 140 A of the Constitution to 
handle the longstanding problems of Karachi. In 
a statement, he said the longstanding problems 
of Karachi can not be solved unless the elected 
regime representatives become financially, 
politically, and administratively autonomous 
within the spirit of the Constitution. Article 140 
A of the Constitution states that every province 
shall, by law, establish a neighborhood govern-
ment system and devolve political, administra-
tive and financial responsibility, and authority to 
the elected representatives of the local govern-
ments. The Prime Minister directed the Attorney 
General Pakistan to request the Supreme Court 
for an early hearing and disposal of the peti-
tion pending before the august court regarding 
Article 140A. Active Country Director of World 

Bank in Pakistan Patchamuthu Illangovan paid a 
goodbye approach Prime Minister Imran Khan at 
Islamabad on Wednesday. Patchamuthu Illango-
van expressed gratitude toward Prime Minister 
for his help during his stay in Pakistan. He per-
ceived Pakistan’s endeavors towards adjustment 
of the economy and by and large change process 
including reaction to Covid-19 pandemic. Head 
administrator acknowledged organization with 
World Bank and wished out-going World Bank 
Country Director Accomplishment for his next 
task. MNAs Amir Dogar and Ihsanullah Tiwana 
additionally independently approached Prime 
Minister Imran Khan in Islamabad. Members 
of the National Assembly belonging to Pakistan 
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) Malik Muhammad Amir 
Dogar and Malik Muhammad Ehsanullah Tiwana 
Wednesday separately called on Prime Minister 
Imran Khan, according to PM office media wing. 
During the meeting, they discussed matters per-
taining to legislation and their respective con-
stituencies. VoM

ISLAMABAD
Special Assistant to Prime Minister 

on Youth Affairs Usman Dar said that 
Tiger Force volunteers will plant one 
million saplings across the coun-
try on August 9. Addressing a news 
conference in Islamabad, the special 
assistant said that Tiger Force vol-
unteers will fully participate in tree 
plantation campaigns on Tiger Force 
Day to be observed on the ninth of 
the next month. Usman Dar said 
the forest department will identify 
the sites of tree plantation, and the 
Tiger Force volunteers in collabora-
tion with the district administration 
will plant the saplings. “A Tiger Force 
App has been launched to empower 
the volunteers”, he said, adding that 
the government has decided to reo-
pen Tiger Force registration. He said 
that one million youth have been 
registered under Tiger Force and the 
government has so far benefited from 
three hundred thousand volunteers. 
These volunteers have played an im-
portant role during the Coronavirus 
crisis, said Dar and added that the 
services of Tiger Force were lauded at 
the international level too. He urged 

Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah 
to benefit from the services of Tiger 
Force. Earlier, Prime Minister Imran 
Khan had announced on Tuesday that 
country would observe Tiger Force 
Day on August 9 aimed to accelerate 
efforts for tree plantation across the 
country. In his message, the Prime 
Minister asked the Tiger Force vol-
unteers to participate in a plantation 
campaign with full energy. The Special 
Assistant said the forest department 
will identify the sites of tree planta-
tion, and the Tiger Force volunteers 
in collaboration with the district ad-

ministration will plant the saplings. 
He said a Tiger Force App has been 
launched to empower the Tiger Force. 
The Special Assistant said one million 
youth have been registered under 
Tiger Force, and the government has 
so far benefited from three hundred 
thousand volunteers. He said these 
volunteers have played an important 
role during the Coronavirus crisis. He 
said the services of Tiger Force are 
being lauded at international level. 
He urged Sindh Chief Minister Murad 
Ali Shah to benefit from the services 
of Tiger Force. VoM

‘Pakistan to plant one million trees on Tiger Force Day’: Usman Dar

Bureau Report
ISTANBUL 

Turkey’s parliament passed a bill on 
Wednesday that regulates social media 
content in what is being criticized by 
rights groups as “damaging” to freedom of 
expression. Here’s what it all means. The 
bill imposes comprehensive regulations on 
social media, requiring foreign social media 
companies with over 1 million users -- such 
as Twitter and Facebook -- to have a rep-
resentative in the country. Under the new 
law, social media providers will be required 
to store domestic user data in Turkey, im-
posing fines of up to $1.5 million, as well 
as bandwidth restrictions and advertising 
bans, for failure to comply. The government 
defends the bill as an effort to protect ap-
proximately 55 million users in Turkey 
from disinformation. “The bill was pre-
pared with an innovative approach to pro-
tect users as opposed to curtailing them,” 
Ismail Cesur, a presidential adviser said in 
a tweet. “The bill aims to protect the basic 
rights and freedoms of citizens and to get 
ahead of the disinformation,” ruling Justice 
and Development Party deputy chairman 
Mahir Unal said in an interview with state 
broadcaster TRT. Critics fear the new law 
will weaponize social media companies 
against voices critical of the government. 
Turkey’s record on freedom of speech and 

expression has already been on the decline. 
More than 408,000 websites were blocked 
by the end of 2019 in Turkey, according to 
a report from Turkish internet freedom 
watchdog Ifade Ozgurlugu Platformu. In 
the same period, 7,000 Twitter accounts, 
40,000 tweets, 10,000 Youtube videos 
and 6,200 Facebook content was blocked. 
While some companies have complied with 
take down orders from Turkish courts for 
some content, other requests have been 
ignored. The new law forces companies to 
comply with take-down orders. “The aim is 
to silence criticism,” said Yaman Akdeniz, 
a cyber rights expert and law professor 
at Istanbul’s Bilgi University. The law still 
needs to be approved by Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan but at this point 
that is just a formality. He has come out in 

favor of more regulations on social media 
platforms already. The bill that passed in 
parliament gives the tech companies until 
October to comply with the new law. Social 
media companies have not reacted to the 
bill yet but cyber rights experts say plat-
forms should leave the Turkish market in-
stead of complying with the new law. “I tell 
the tech companies, under these circum-
stances, do not come. If you do, you will 
become the long arm of the Turkish judi-
ciary system and you will be compelled to 
comply with all the requests,” said Akdeniz. 
The law effectively means platforms like 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram are going to 
have to decide whether to pull out of the 
lucrative Turkish market or stick around 
while complying with the new measures. 
Facebook and Snapchat declined to com-
ment, while Twitter did not respond to a 
request for comment. The Turkish gov-
ernment says the bill is modeled after 
Germany’s Network Enforcement Act on 
combating hate speech online. “We looked 
at Germany as our starting point for all of it 
from ensuring our freedom in using social 
platforms, to combating disinformation 
to protecting the right to privacy and the 
protection of our data and came up with 
these new regulations,” the ruling party’s 
Unal said.

ISLAMABAD: Mr. Patchamthu lllangovan, the outgoing Country Director of World Bank in Pakistan paid a rarewell call 
on PM Imran Khan here on Wednesday. Photo by VoM

Annual Hajj rituals 
begin in Makkah
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Locust Crisis and 
Government’s Response

T he government has already declared a national emergency in 
this regard as hopper bands of the Schistocercagregaria – com-
monly known as the desert locust – have already devoured 
large quantities of crops in over 60 districts of all the prov-
inces. The whole country is threatened by a locus attack and 
approximately 37 per cent of Pakistan is more vulnerable to 

this wilderness which will result in the food insecurity and economic dete-
rioration. The ration of vulnerability involves Balochistan ‘s 60% land, Sindh 
‘s 25% area and Punjab ‘s 15% area. They eat everything from barks to seeds 
and flowers while travelling up to 149 km a day, mainly from deserts. These 
insects eat anything especially destroying the agricultural land, leading to 
food insecurity. In May last year, since 1993, the region has experienced the 
first wave of ancient invasion. The locust swarms in India have travelled from 
Iran and Pakistan into Rajasthan. In fact, this time the swarms have made 
their way into other states as well. The Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO), Pakistan’s 38% of agricultural fields are breeding grounds for the 
insects. Pakistan’s government have planned and executed a comprehensive 
strategy to counter the locusts’ attack in the peripheral regions of Sindh, 
KPK and Punjab provinces.Prime Minister Imran Khan declared the National 
Emergency over Locust Swarms for protecting crops and helping the farmers. 
The Pakistani government said it was the worst locust infestation in more 
than two decades. Action has been taken against the insect over 0.3 million 
acres (121,400 hectares) and aerial spray was done on 20,000 hectares, 
where District administrations, voluntary organizations, aviation division and 
armed forces are put into operation to combat the attack and save the crops.
The efforts of Pakistan Armed Forces is indelible in this regard, as amid the 
ongoing health crisis, the institution is lending a hand and sharing resources 
to secure the country from the health and food insecurity.

Emerging Regional 
Alliances

The dawn of the twenty-first century was anticipated as the 
dusk of the prevailing world order and a reorder in the global 
pattern of alliances. China and Russia, being the greater 
powers of Asia, joined hands and envisaged a multipolar 
world order in contrast to the one where the USA is the 
sole guardian of the globe. In 1999, both countries signed 

a deal to put an end to their differences at their bordering regions and 
join hands for their levitated role in the futures global political scene. A 
solvent economy, an insuperable military power and diplomatic compe-
tency were the pre-requisites of the establishing a new world order and 
this was meticulously cognized by the Chinese rulers and they started 
planning and acting in a systematic and coordinated manner. The USA 
appeared as a great example for China to learn from and so they did. 
China –by following the footprints of the USA –have started attracting 
the global manufacturing industry to its land by offering a low labour 
cost. Secondly, the country initiated to build its industrial base starting 
from small cottage industries to the larger one and then expending its 
capitalist endeavours to the poor neighbouring countries that were in 
dire need of infrastructure and energy. In this process, the countries 
lagging in the capital flow and development process received a boost 
and so does China because its capital kept multiplying while the country 
now also cherish a diplomatic partnership. Pakistan holds a very special 
position in this regard because of the flagship project of China in the 
country, named CPEC. Although there are, numerous other economic 
corridors China is building in Asia and Africa but the CPEC outshines 
all due to the military and diplomatic backing both countries have of 
each other. China’s emergence as a great power is an edge for its all-
weather partner Pakistan, all we need is to have faith in the leadership 
of both countries.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

African Trade Deal & Pandemic  African Trade Deal & Pandemic  

The African Continental Free Trade Area 
(AfCFTA) was due to come into force on 
July 1, but that proved unworkable after 
the virus forced widespread border clo-
sures and halted talks between govern-
ments over the removal of tariffs. The 

agreement initially requires members to remove tar-
iffs from 90% of goods, allowing free access to com-
modities, goods, and services across the continent.
Reducing tariffs on imports allows companies to ex-
pand to other countries. Without tariffs, imports from 
countries with a low cost of living cost less. It makes 
it difficult for US companies in those same industries 
to compete, so they may reduce their workforce. The 
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa es-
timates that the agreement will boost intra-African 
trade by 52 percent by 2022.  The African economy 
was set to grow at about 3.4 % in 2019 and projected 
to increase to 3.9% in 2020, but COVID-19 has had a 
very negative impact. Over 53% of Africa’s exports go to 
countries, particularly Europe, which is suffering from 
the pandemic. That has had a subdued effect on our 
export markets. Services sector is set to fall by between 
20% and 30%, particularly travel and hospitality.A 
pandemic-delayed African free trade deal, if fully im-

plemented, could boost incomes across the continent, 
pull millions out of poverty and cushion against the 
negative fallout from COVID-19.  Although the ACFTA 
has a number of objectives, its primary aim is to cre-
ate a single liberalised African market for goods and 
services. In the long term the Agreement may assist 
in resolving the historical anomaly in which Africa 
trades less with itself and trades more with the rest of 
the world.Increased trade will revive economic activ-
ity that has been affected by the virus, which has also 
highlighted the need for regional value chains across 
Africa and enhanced manufacturing capacity on the 
continent. Africa lags other regions in terms of internal 
trade, with intra-continental commerce accounting for 
only 15% of the total, compared with 58% in Asia and 
more than 70% in Europe.The agreement is meant to 
help change that, aiming to lower or eliminate cross-
border tariffs on 90% of goods, facilitate the movement 
of capital and people, promote investment and pave 
the way for the establishment of a continent-wide 
customs union. Increasing the trade of higher value 
manufacturing goods through the AfCFTA will help 
African nations diversify their exports and build more 
resilience to price fluctuations. AfCFTA will boost intra-
African trade by immediately removing all tariffs on 90 
percent of goods. Free trade means that countries can 
import and export goods without any tariff barriers 
or other non-tariff barriers to trade. Essentially, free 
trade enables lower prices for consumers, increased 

exports, benefits from economies of scale and a greater 
choice of goods.It may now begin operating from the 
start of 2021. The pandemic is expected to cost Africa 
up to $79 billion in lost economic output this year alone 
with the additional risk of millions of job losses. In this 
context, a successful implementation of AfCFTA would 
be crucial. It is a major opportunity for Africa, but im-
plementation will be a significant challenge. Lowering 
tariffs is only the first step. Once in force, the AfCFTA 
will bring together 1.3 billion people across 55 coun-
tries with combined GDP of $3.4 trillion.World Bank 
researchers estimated the trade deal would lift 30 
million Africans out of extreme poverty and 68 mil-
lion from moderate poverty by 2035. Full implementa-
tion could increase real income in Africa by 7 percent, 
or nearly $450 billion, mainly by reducing the cost of 
trade through the elimination of tariffs and red tape. 
Ivory Coast and Zimbabwe countries with the highest 
costs of trade  could see income gains of 14 percent.
The volume of total exports would increase by almost 
29 percent, according to the World Bank, with exports 
between African nations rising 81 percent.  Exports 
to non-African countries would increase 19 percent.  

Venice Festival likes to go its own way
VENICE

The Venice Film Festival likes to go its own way. 
While Cannes bowed to pressure from theatri-
cal distributors and banned Netflix films from 
competition, Venice rolled out the red-carpet for 
“streaming” titles like Roma and Marriage Story. 
When other festivals from South by South West 
to Cannes to Telluride canceled amid coronavirus 
fears, Venice pushed ahead with plans to hold an in-
person event. On Tuesday festival director Alberto 
Barbera came through, unveiling his 2020 lineup.
And while other international film festivals, shamed 
by their dismal levels of female representation, have 
proposed quotas or selective systems to boost the 
number of women directors, Venice and Barbera 
always rejected the idea. In 2018, Venice signed 
the 50/50 by 2020 gender parity protocol, which 
commits the fest to release statistics on the gender 
make-up of submissions, but the festival boss said 
he would never select movies on the basis of their 
director’s sex, only on the “quality” of the work.
Apparently, that quality has gone up. Sharply. Of the 
18 films Barbera and Venice unveiled Tuesday that 
will make up the competition lineup for 2020 Venice 
Film Festival, eight, or 44 percent, were directed by 
women. That compares to just two female direc-
tors in competition last year and one female film-
maker each in competition in Venice in both 2018 
and 2017.Women directors are behind some of the 
most buzz-worthy titles in Venice this year, including 
Nomadland from Chloé Zhao, a road-movie starring 
Frances McDormand; period drama The World to 

Come by Mona Fastvold, featuring Vanessa Kirby, 
Katherine Waterston, Casey Affleck and Christopher 
Abbott; and Never Gonna Snow Again from ac-
claimed Polish filmmaker Malgorzata Szumowska 
(co-directed with Michal Englert). Nicole Garcia’s 
French drama Lovers, Susanna Nicchiarelli’s Miss 
Marx, Le Sorelle Macaluso from Emma Dante, Julia 
Von Heinz’s And Tomorrow The Entire World and 

Quo Vadis, Aida? from Bosnian filmmaker Jasmila 
Zbanic (Grbavica: The Land of My Dreams) complete 
the list.Up till now, Barbera acknowledged, the “fe-
male component” in films selected for Venice “has 
been limited to embarrassing percentiles” but he 
insisted the 8 titles picked for competition this year 
“were selected exclusively on the basis of their qual-
ity and not as a result of gender protocols.

NASA’s Aeronautics Experts Help 
Prepare Ingenuity to Fly on Mars

CALIFORNIA
Even as smart as you are about de-

signing and building spacecraft, you 
realize you might need a little extra en-
gineering help to make sure your newly 
designed helicopter will fly in an alien 
atmosphere the way you want it to.So, 
who are you going to call? NASA’s aer-
onautical innovators of course.“When 
it came to determining if this would 
work the JPL project team had to learn 
rotor dynamics, so they came to us for 
help,” said Wayne Johnson, a senior re-
searcher with the rotorcraft aerome-
chanics group at NASA’s Ames Research 
Center in California.Vertical lift aircraft, 
which includes helicopters, is some-
thing NASA researchers have studied 
since the earliest days of flight, begin-
ning with NASA’s predecessor organiza-
tion, the National Advisory Committee 
for Aeronautics.“The problems you 
have to solve to fly a helicopter aren’t 
all that different whether you’re talking 
about Earth or Mars. We were able to 
help them better understand their de-
sign and refine their methods and the 
tools they used for testing it,” Johnson 
said.Five years later, the Ingenuity 
helicopter is securely fastened to the 

Perseverance Mars rover awaiting a 
launch attempt from Cape Canaveral 
Air Force Station in Florida no earlier 
than 7:50 a.m. EDT on July 30. The 
Atlas 5 rocket’s launch window that 
day extends until 9:50 a.m. EDT.“This 
is so exciting for us. It really is,” said 
Carlos Malpica, an aerospace engineer 
at Ames who is a rotorcraft flight dy-
namics and control expert for NASA’s 
Revolutionary Vertical Lift Technology 
project.“When we started working on 
the project, we started doing it with 
a lot of uncertainty about whether it 
would even be possible to do. There 
were significant technical challenges 
to overcome,” Malpica said.

Sohail Majeed Butt
ISLAMABAD

Government of Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
and the Government of Federal Republic of 
Germany join-hands to facilitate the return-
ing overseas Pakistanis through signing a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU). The MoU 
is signed between The Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH 
on behalf of the German Federal Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) 
and Overseas Pakistanis Foundation (OPF) 
under the Ministry of Overseas Pakistanis & 
Human Resource Development (MOP&HRD) 
here on Wednesday at the secretariat of the 
MOP&HRD in presence of Special Assistant 
to Prime Minister(SAPM)/Minister of State, 
MOP&HRD, Sayed Zulfiquar Abbas Bukhari, 
German Ambassador to Pakistan, his excel-
lency Bernhard Schlagheck, Secretary Overseas 
Pakistanis & HRD, Dr. Muhammad Hashim 
Popalzai,  Managing Director OPF, Dr. Amer 

Sheikh and Country Director of GIZ, Mr. Tobias 
Becker.This partnership between GIZ and OPF 
will support returning Pakistanis to enhance 
their skill development for the purpose of re-
integration in their home-country, accessing 
employment opportunities and/ or entrepre-
neurship opportunities/start-up support and 
hence supporting Pakistan’s social and economic 
fabric for gainful employment.Speaking at the 
occasion, SAPM on OP&HRD, Sayed Zulfiquar 
Abbas Bukhari said that, ‘this partnership be-
tween German and Pakistani government is the 
start of new dawn in the arena of support to 
the Pakistanis returning migrants. Through this 
partnership, the Government of Pakistan (GoP) 
envisage to not only enhance the capacity of re-
turning migrants but also creating a conducive 
support/advice system for their re-integration 
in the society. The said MoU has become all the 
more relevant in the background of pandemic 
which has also affected Pakistani workforce 
who are returning from abroad, Bukhari said. 

German Ambassador while sharing his impres-
sions at the occasion said that Pak-German 
cooperation is a success story of more than 60-
years of development cooperation. “We have 
been working with GoP for development in 
the areas of basic and technical and vocational 
education, police reforms, governance, energy, 
health and social protection, etc. Our coopera-
tion in the area of skills and social development 
of the returning migrants through this initiative 
is the beginning of a new era of development 
and cooperation with Pakistan, H.E Schlagheck 
said. This 3-million-euro project will be jointly 
implemented by GIZ and OPF from 2020 to 
2023. Under this project, a Pakistani-German 
Facilitation & Reintegration Centre (FRC) will 
also be setup in Lahore, Punjab which will sup-
port in counselling and introduction to em-
ployment or entrepreneurship measures. This 
initiative will assist in providing employment 
to Pakistani workers, in Pakistan, thus reducing 
unemployment ratio in the country.

Pak-Germany join-hands to facilitate Pakistani worker’s

July 30, 1965

President Lyndon B. Johnson signs 
Medicare, a health insurance pro-
gram for elderly Americans, into 
law. At the bill-signing ceremony, 
which took place at the Truman 
Library in Independence, Missouri, 

former President Harry Truman was en-
rolled as Medicare’s first beneficiary and 
received the first Medicare card.Johnson 
wanted to recognize Truman, who, in 1945, 
had become the first president to propose 
national health insurance, an initiative that 
was opposed at the time by Congress. The 
Medicare program, providing hospital and 
medical insurance for Americans age 65 or 
older, was signed into law as an amendment 
to the Social Security Act of 1935. Some 19 
million people enrolled in Medicare when it 
went into effect in 1966.In 1972, eligibility 
for the program was extended to Americans 
under 65 with certain disabilities and peo-
ple of all ages with permanent kidney dis-
ease requiring dialysis or transplant. In 
December 2003, President George W. Bush 

signed into law the Medicare Modernization 
Act, which added outpatient prescription 
drug benefits to Medicare.Medicaid, a state 
and federally funded program that offers 

health coverage to certain low-income peo-
ple, was also signed into law by President 
Johnson on July 30, 1965, as an amendment 
to the Social Security Act.

President Johnson signs Medicare into law
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Naya Rivera dies in tragic 
drowning accident

Texas
On July 8, “Glee” star Naya Rivera, 33, went mis-
sing while out on a rented pontoon boat with 
4-year-old son Josey on Lake Piru in the Los 
Padres National Forest north of Los Angeles. 
Authorities launched a search for Naya, who 
grew up in the area, but by July 9, the rescue 
had turn into a recovery mission. On July 13, 
her body was found and officials confirmed that 
she drowned after getting her son safely back 
onto the boat as it began to drift. In the wake 
of her tragic death, celebrities and colleagues 
took to social media to mourn Naya and remi-
nisce about their time working with her. “You 
constantly taught me lessons about grief, about 
beauty and poise, about being strong, resilient 
and about not giving a f*** (but still somehow 
respectful),” Heather Morris, who played the 
wife of Naya’s “Glee” character, shared. “Yet, 
the utmost important lesson I learned most of 
all from you was being a consistent and loving 
friend. You were the first to check in, the first to 
ask questions, the first to listen..you cherished 
our friendship and I never took that for granted.

Braxton Breaks Her Silence Amid 
Sister Tamar’s Health Scare

California
Toni Braxton knows the importance of family. 
The singer took to Instagram on Wednesday 
to share a photo of herself with her siblings, 
amid her sister, Tamar Braxton’s, health scare. 
In the pic, Toni is front and center and sur-
rounded by her family. “Family is everything! 
Especially sisters!” the “Un-Break My Heart” 
singer captioned the throwback pic. Toni’s post 
quickly filled with well wishes for Tamar and 
their family. Toni’s post comes almost a week 
after Towanda, Traci and Trina Braxton addres-
sed Tamar’s hospitalization earlier this month. 
According to multiple reports, the Braxton 
Family Values star was found unresponsive 
on July 16 by her boyfriend, David Adefeso, at 
the Ritz-Carlton Residences in downtown Los 
Angeles, where they were staying. She was then 
transferred to a hospital facility in Los Angeles 
to receive more specialized mental health tre-
atment from top specialists, a spokesperson for 
Braxton told The Blast. Adefeso later gave an 
update on Braxton’s condition, thanking peo-
ple for their thoughts and prayers. “Tamar is a 
beautifully talented woman, a devoted mother, 
a loving girlfriend, a dear sister and a special 
friend to countless people.

Heidi Klum, Kourtney Kardashian 
and More Stars Eating in Bed

LOS ANGELES
Keeping it low key. Sure, setting the table to enjoy 
a meal is nice, but sometimes stars (and the rest 
of Us) feel a bit lazy and just want to chow down 
from the comfort of their own beds. Honestly, who 
can blame ’em? Heidi Klum proved she can eat and 
lounge in May 2020, as she enjoyed a Mother’s 
Day breakfast in bed alongside her children, 
who helpfully held her coffee and fed her fresh 
fruit. The model is apparently a fan of chowing 
down while she’s under the covers, as she shared 
a similar photo in February 2020 of herself and 
her husband, Tom Kaulitz, picking food off of a 
breakfast tray. Eating in bed is seemingly on the 
rise among the celebrity set, especially given the 
fact that many stars are cooped up at home amid 
the coronavirus pandemic. For example, in an 
Instagram slideshow of photos chronicling her 
first few days of quarantine in March 2020, singer 
Kelsea Ballerini included a snapshot of herself 
holding a glass of red wine in bed as she rocked an 
adorable pair of McDonald’s socks. “Me in quaran-
tine- a saga and an emotional journey ,” the “Better 
Luck Next Time” songstress captioned the photo 
series. “But really, please be smart and kind to the 
world by STAYING HOME!!” If anyone’s got eat-
ing in bed down to an art, it’s Chrissy Teigen. In 
January 2020, the Bring the Funny judge revealed 
that she gets cravings on a nightly basis.

Bureau Report
PARIS

Former champions Novak 
Djokovic, Rafa Nadal and Serena 
Williams have all entered next 
month’s Western & Southern 
Open in New York, which will 

serve as a tune-up for the U.S. 
Open, tournament organisers 
said on Wednesday. Organisers 
of the Aug. 20-28 event, which 
was relocated from Cincinnati 
this year because of COVID-
19, said defending champions 

Daniil Medvedev and Madison 
Keys are also among the initial 
entries. The ATP Masters 1000 
event will be the first on the 
men’s calendar since play was 
suspended in March because 
of the virus. Among the other 
early entries on the men’s side, 
which includes 40 of the top 43 
ranked ATP players, are world 
number three Dominic Thiem, 
2017 champion Grigor Dimitrov 
and Marin Cilic (2016). World 
number three Karolina Pliskova, 
who won the event in 2016, is 
the highest-ranked player on 
the women’s side that will fea-
ture 39 of the top 53 players in 
the world. The women’s WTA 
Tour will signal the return of 
the professional circuit with 
the Palermo Ladies Open in the 
Sicilian capital from Monday.

Bureau |Report
Manchester

England have retained squad 
from West Indies series against 
three matches Test series against 
Pakistan, starting from August 5. The 
15-member squad includes Joe Root 
(Yorkshire) Captain, James Anderson 
(Lancashire), Jofra Archer (Sussex), 
Dominic Bess (Somerset), Stuart Broad 
(Nottinghamshire), Rory Burns (Surrey), 
Jos Buttler (Lancashire), Zak Crawley 
(Kent), Sam Curran (Surrey), Ollie Pope 
(Surrey), Dom Sibley (Warwickshire), 
Ben Stokes (Durham), Chris Woakes 
(Warwickshire), Mark Wood (Durham). 
James Bracey (Gloucestershire), Ben 
Foakes (Surrey), Jack Leach (Somerset), 
Dan Lawrence (Essex) will be reserved 
players. National Selector Ed Smith, 
said upon selection: “After three Tests 
in quick succession against the West 
Indies, we now turn to an equally con-

densed Test series against Pakistan, 
with 15 days of Test cricket scheduled 
in a three-week period,” he said. “County 
cricket now restarts on Saturday 1st 
August. We want to have sufficient re-
serves inside the biosecure Test match 
‘bubble’, but we may also want to give 
opportunities, where possible, for the 
reserves to play county cricket. As we 

seek the best balance here, England may 
make changes to the reserves during the 
three-match series against Pakistan,” 
he added. It must be noted here that 
Pakistan and England will play three 
Tests against England in a bio-secure 
environment. The Test series will be 
followed by the T20Is series consists of 
as many matches.

Bureau Report
KARACHI

Gold rates in Pakistan continued their 
rally for the 12th day straight on Friday, 
crossing the Rs122,000-a-tola mark to 
reach Rs122,750.Investors have continu-
ously poured money into gold for days in 
a row now, boosting its demand, as confi-
dence in other commodities, currencies, 
and stocks faltered due to the coronavi-
rus pandemic.According to the All Sindh 
Sarafa and Jewellers Association (ASSJA), 
gold rates shot up Rs250 a tola (11.66 
grammes), while the price of 10 grammes 
rose Rs214 to Rs105,238.Moreover, gold 
rates in international markets shot up $25 
an ounce to almost $1,955. Equities fluctu-
ated Wednesday as investors kept a nerv-
ous eye on Washington this week, hoping 
the Federal Reserve will extend its dov-
ish monetary policy while lawmakers are 
struggling to hammer out a much-needed 
new stimulus package.Gold rates held 
steady after hitting record highs for two 
straight days, though observers say uncer-
tainty over the spread of the coronavirus, 
a weaker dollar and geopolitical worries 
could soon push the metal above $2,000.
With the COVID-19 pandemic showing lit-
tle sign of being fully controlled until a 

vaccine is created, economic recoveries 
and a months-long global markets rally 
are sputtering, putting pressure on gov-
ernments and central banks to add to their 
already monumental financial support.The 
Federal Reserve concludes its latest policy 
meeting later in the day, and while it is not 
expected to announce any new measures 
there are hopes it will offer new guaran-
tees to keep the stimulus in place for an 
extended period.The bank dropped inter-
est rates to zero in the early days of the 
pandemic, and said they will stay there 
until the recovery is firmly in place. It 
has also flooded the financial system with 
cash and constructed a web of loan pro-
grammes for businesses, as well as state 
and local governments.“Today’s outcome 
is huge for risk as there is no disguising 
the fact that a lot is riding on the mar-
ket reaction to the (policy meeting) when 
it comes to setting the general tone for 
risk sentiment over the rest of the sum-
mer,” said Stephen Innes of AxiCorp.“And 
it is possibly the biggest curtain-warmer 
to the most critical fourth quarter for 
stock markets ever.”Shanghai led gain-
ers, adding more than 2%, while Hong 
Kong rose 0.5% and Seoul gained 0.3%. 
Manila and Wellington were also higher.

But Tokyo ended more than 1% down on 
a stronger yen, which hurts Japanese ex-
porters, while Fitch lowered the outlook 
on Japan’s sovereign credit rating to nega-
tive from stable, but kept the actual rat-
ing unchanged, following a similar move 
by S&P Global ratings last month.Sydney, 
Singapore, Jakarta, and Mumbai each lost 
0.2%, while there were also slips in Taipei 
and Bangkok. London was flat, Paris rose, 
and Frankfurt dipped at the opening.Wall 
Street provided a weak lead, with trad-
ers spooked by below-par earnings from 
top firms, particularly McDonald’s, which 
saw a steep drop in profits owing to poor 
sales.

Bureau Report
LONDON

Barclays set aside a higher 
than expected £1.6 billion 
($2.1 billion) to cover a pos-
sible rise in loan losses in the 
second quarter and warned that 
a grim outlook and low interest 
rates would hurt profits into 
2021.The COVID-19 pandemic 
has forced banks globally to 
set aside billions to cover bad 
loans, and the British bank’s 
consumer business is under 
pressure from lower interest 
rates, smaller credit card bal-
ances and personal loan repay-
ment holidays.Barclays booked 
pre-tax profit for the first half 
of the year of £1.3 billion, 
down from £3 billion a year 
ago as provisions against po-
tential bad debts outweighed 
improved revenues from its 
investment bankThe bank’s 
shares were down 3.5 percent 

in early trade.Barclays’ trading 
performance was a bright spot 
as virus-induced market volatil-
ity prompted a 60 percent jump 
in trading revenues in foreign-
exchange, rates and credit trad-
ing.Overall, the markets division 
posted a 49 percent rise in rev-
enue to £2.1 billion, an endorse-
ment of the strategy adopted by 
CEO Jes Staley, who has cham-
pioned the investment banking 
business, contrary to the wishes 
of activist investor and top 
shareholder Edward Bramson, 
who wants to shrink the sector 
as part of a program to slash 
costs.Barclays was expected 
to report credit impairment 
charges and loan loss provisions 
of £1.42 billion for the April-
June period, according to an av-
erage of analyst forecasts.That 
increase takes total provisions 
to £3.7 billion for the half-year 
and analysts predict that sum to 

rise to £5.79 billion for the full 
year.Barclays said impairments 
in the second half of the year 
were unlikely to reach levels 
seen in the January-June period.
The bank also said it would see 
short-term pressure on efforts 
to keep costs low, as it spends 

on various pandemic- related 
initiatives.Barclays’ capital ratio 
came in at 14.2 percent, up from 
13.1 percent at the end of March 
as recent regulatory changes 
boosted its reserves. Barclays 
flagged the capital boost earlier 
this month.

Loan losses overshadow Barclays trading surge

Qualcomm forecasts 
sales above estimates, 

settles dispute with 
Huawei

ureaau Report
HONG KONG

Shares of the company were up 
as much as 13% in extended trad-
ing despite a forecast for fourth-
quarter chip revenue slightly 
lower than analysts expected be-
cause of a delayed “flagship phone 
launch” analyst believe is Apple’s 
new iPhones.The company also 
said it resolved a licensing dis-
pute with Huawei, which will pay 
Qualcomm a catch-up payment 
of $1.8 billion in the fiscal fourth 
quarter. While Huawei is still 
barred from buying Qualcomm’s 
chips under U.S. regulations, it 
has now resumed paying licens-
ing fees for wireless technology, 
Qualcomm said.After resolving 
a bruising legal battle with iP-
hone maker Apple Inc (AAPL.O) 
last year, Qualcomm entered 
2020 with a deal to resume sell-
ing chips to Apple and predict-
ing revenue growth from 5G 
devices, which fetch higher chip 
revenue per phone for the com-
pany. Qualcomm forecast fourth-
quarter chip shipments with a 
midpoint of 155 million units, 
slightly below expectations of 159 
million units, according to FactSet 
data. Chief Financial Officer Akash 
Palkhiwala told Reuters in an in-
terview that Qualcomm expected 
to make up some of those sales 
in the fiscal first quarter.“We’re 
seeing a partial impact from the 
delay of a flagship phone launch. 

Bureau Report
 London

The Boeing 747 is an iconic 
jumbo jet that revolutionized air 
travel and tourism, allowing af-
fordable flights for millions of 
people eager to see the world.
But the fuel-guzzling, four-engine 
plane’s days are numbered now, 
as Boeing said Wednesday it will 

phase out production of it and 
stop in 2022. In the end, the 747 
simply cannot compete with to-
day’s more efficient, two-engine 
jetliners.First flown commercially 
in 1969, in the same era as the su-
personic Concorde, the 747 was an 
unprecedented success: a total of 
1,571 were ordered and all but 15 
were actually delivered.More than 

anything, the plane democratized 
air travel by letting holidaymakers 
take cheaper flights, often in char-
tered 747s fitted with hundreds of 
economy-class seats — leg room 
be damned.For 35 years the 747 
ruled the skies — until Boeing’s 
big European rival Airbus came 
out with the Super Jumbo A380.
The 747 owes its existence to Juan 
Trippe, the visionary founder of 
the now defunct Pan American 
World Airways. As far back as the 
early 1960s, Trippe was convinced 
that air travel, in particular trans-
oceanic flight, was due for a huge 
boom.As the story goes, during 
a fishing trip in Alaska, Trippe 
persuaded his friend Bill Allen, 
who then ran Boeing, to build a 
plane twice as big as the Boeing 
707.Trippe allegedly said that, if 
Allen had the guts to build such 
an aircraft, Pan Am would buy 
it.A few years later the first 747 

took to the skies, with Pan Am as 
the launch customer.Recognizable 
for its cockpit hump atop the front 
end of the fuselage, some configu-
rations of the 747 could hold up 
to 600 passengers.It is double 
decker — the upstairs being for 
first-class travelers — and had 
four engines, which was its fatal 
flaw in terms of fuel cost and the 
environment.“Given the current 
market dynamics and outlook, we 
will stop production of the iconic 
747 in 2022,” general manager 
David Calhoun said Wednesday 
in a message to employees.“50 
years and eight versions. That is 
a beautiful record,” said Michel 
Merluzeau, an aviation expert at 
Air Insight Research.“But its days 
were numbered, even before the 
COVID-19 crisis,” he said, adding 
that the 747 became a niche plane 
both for passenger and cargo 
markets.

After a historic run, it’s game over for pioneering 

Bureau Report
LONDON

The Italian Grand 
Prix at Monza will 
take place without 
spectators on Sept. 6, 
race organisers con-
firmed Wednesday. 
Formula One has 
started its season 
with a series of be-
h i n d - c l o s e d - d o o r s 
events,  which will 
continue with two 
races at British cir-
cuit Silverstone over 
the next two weeks. 
The Italian Grand 
Prix had been sell-
ing tickets for its 
2020 event in recent 
weeks but has had to 
confirm no fans will 
be in attendance. 
“The 2020 Formula 
1 Italian Grand Prix 
at the Autodromo 
N a z i o n a l e  M o n z a 
from 4-6 September 
will take place be-
hind closed doors, 
i.e. without specta-
tors,” a circuit state-
ment said. “Tickets 
already purchased 
will be refunded for 

the full value of the 
face price shown on 
them.” Monza is one 
of the most iconic 
circuits on the cal-
endar and has hosted 
an F1 race every year 
except 1980. In an 
ordinary season it 
is one of the best-
attended events on 
the calendar, with 
legions of  Ferrari 
fans in attendance. 
Famously, Monza is 
the site of one of the 
most colourful po-
dium ceremonies on 
the schedule, with 
thousands of fans 
rushing the circuit 
after every race to 
stand under the ros-
trum, which sits right 
over the start-finish 
straight. F1 hopes to 
allow a limited num-
ber of  spectators 
back for the October 
ra c e  p l a n n e d  a t 
Portugal’s Portimao 
circuit, while Sochi 
is selling tickets for 
the Russian Grand 
Prix at the end of 
September. 

Gold rate in Pakistan reaches Rs122,750

Djokovic, Nadal and Serena enter U.S. Open tune-up

Monza’s Italian Grand Prix 
to take place without fans

England announces squad for Tests against Pakistan
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Bureau Report

BEIJING  

China should prepare for poten-
tial U.S. sanctions by increasing 
use of its own financial messaging 
network for cross-border transac-
tions in the mainland, Hong Kong 
and Macau, according to a report 
from the investment banking unit 
of Bank of China. Chinese state 
lenders have been revamping con-
tingency plans in anticipation of 
U.S. legislation that could penal-
ise banks for serving officials who 
implement the new national se-
curity for Hong Kong, Reuters re-
ported earlier this month. Greater 
use of the Cross-Border Interbank 
Payment System (CIPS) instead of 
the Belgium based SWIFT system 
would also reduce exposure of Chi-
na’s global payments data to the 
United States, BOC International 
(BOCI) said in the report, which 
was co-authored by a former 
foreign exchange regulator. The 
bank’s chief economist Guan Tao 
was previously a director of the in-
ternational payments department 
of State Administration of For-
eign Exchange (SAFE). The report 

looked at potential measures the 
United States could take against 
Chinese banks, including cutting 
off their access to the SWIFT fi-
nancial messaging service, a pri-
mary network used by banks glob-
ally to make financial transactions. 
“A good punch to the enemy will 
save yourself from hundreds of 
punches from your enemies,” the 
report wrote, amid deteriorating 
relating between the world’s two 
largest economies. “We need to 
get prepared in advance, mentally 
and practically.” China launched 
the CIPS clearing and settlement 
services system in 2015 to help in-
ternationalise use of the yuan. Su-

pervised by the central bank, CIPS 
said it processed 135.7 billion 
yuan ($19.4 billion) a day in 2019, 
with participation from 96 coun-
tries and regions. The report said 
that if the United States were to 
take the extreme action of cutting 
off some Chinese banks’ access to 
dollar settlements, China should 
also consider stopping using the 
U.S. dollar as the anchor currency 
for its foreign exchange controls. It 
also recommended that China de-
velop legislation similar to the Eu-
ropean Union’s Blocking Statute, 
which allowed the EU to sustain 
trade and economic relations with 
Iran, a country targeted by U.S. 
sanctions. The chief financial of-
ficer of China’s Huawei Technolo-
gies [HWT.UL], the world’s biggest 
producer of telecoms equipment, 
is currently fighting against extra-
dition from Canada to the United 
States, where she is accused of 
bank fraud for misleading HSBC 
Holdings Plc about Huawei’s rela-
tionship with a company operat-
ing in Iran, putting HSBC at risk 
of fines and penalties for breaking 
U.S. sanctions.

Bureau Report

LONDON 

The U.K. and Japan are close to 
agreeing a post-Brexit trade ac-
cord, a deal that would replace 
the free-trade agreement Britain 
enjoys through its membership of 
the European Union and avoid the 
introduction of tariffs next year. 
An agreement in principle is ex-
pected in coming weeks, accord-
ing to a person familiar with the 
U.K. side of the talks, who asked 
not to be identified because the 
negotiations are private. The dis-
cussions haven’t yet concluded, 
and some issues still need to be 
resolved, the person added. Roll-
ing over a deal with the world’s 
third-largest economy has been a 
post-Brexit priority for the U.K., 
which is trying to preserve and 
build upon the benefits of the EU-
Japan deal signed in 2018. The 
U.K. will no longer be party to that 
agreement when the Brexit transi-
tion period finishes at the year-
end.A deal would also be a boost 
to U.K. Prime Minister Boris John-
son, who has argued that the abil-
ity to sign free-trade agreements 
with other countries tailored to 

Britain’s interests is a key benefit 
of Brexit. So far, negotiations over 
an accord with the EU have been 
deadlocked. Britain’s Post-Brexit 
Trade Mission. Trade between 
Britain and Japan was valued at 
more than 39 billion pounds ($51 
billion) last year, and Japan is the 
U.K.’s eleventh-largest export mar-
ket globally. When talks started in 
June, U.K. International Trade Sec-
retary Liz Truss said she wanted 

to go beyond the EU’s existing 
deal and bolster trade in digital 
services and data. “Both sides are 
committed to an ambitious time-
line to secure a deal that will en-
ter into force by the end of 2020 if 
at all possible,” the U.K.’s Depart-
ment for International Trade said 
in a statement. “Our priority is to 
maintain and enhance the trad-
ing relationship between our two 
countries.”

Bureau Report

BEIJING

But China and the Vatican are expected to begin 
sensitive negotiations in September to a renew a 
secret deal over control of the Catholic Church in 
China. Chinese leaders may have been looking for 
an advantage -- inside knowledge on how the Holy 
See planned to approach the bargaining table, ac-
cording to a report released Tuesday by Recorded 
Future, a threat intelligence firm. The names of 
the suspected groups, such as Mustang Panda 
and RedDelta, bring to mind the cloak-and-dagger 
world of the medieval Catholic Church, when the 
Pope dispatched powerful envoys to royal courts 
around the world. But the report is less Dan 
Brown than careful data analysis. It accuses China 
of using malicious software to slip into the Vati-
can’s internal networks. “Our research uncovered 
a suspected China state-sponsored campaign 
targeting multiple high-profile entities associ-
ated with the Catholic Church ahead of the likely 
renewal of the provisional China-Vatican deal in 
September 2020,” analysts at Recorded Future 
wrote in a report released Tuesday. Targeting the 
Vatican, the report continued, was part of China’s 
ongoing plan to seize control of the country’s un-
derground Catholic church, whose leaders are 
not approved by the state-run China Patriotic As-
sociation. The status of those churches and ques-

tions about who has the power to name bishops 
are at the crux of the negotiations between China 
and the Vatican. China also is keeping a close eye 
on the church’s stance on pro-democracy protests 
in Hong Kong, according to the report. A spokes-
man for the Vatican declined to comment. The 
Chinese Foreign ministry did not immediately 
respond to a request for comment, but the New 
York Times, which first reported the story, said 
a Chinese official denied the report and called 
the accusations “groundless speculation.” The 
revelations of China’s suspecting hacking come 
as the country has been accused of rampant hu-
man rights abuses against religious minorities, 
including Muslim Uighurs, Tibetan Buddhists and 
Christians. “State-sponsored repression against 
all religions continues to intensify,” Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo said in June, when the State 
Department released its report on the state of 
religious freedom in countries across the world. 
“The mass detentions of Uighurs in Xinjiang con-
tinues. So does the repression of Tibetans and 
Buddhists and Falun Gong and Christians,” Pom-
peo said. A research group within Recorded Fu-
ture keeps a close eye on “threat actors” online, 
including state-sponsored hackers in China, said 
an analyst with the company. The analyst asked 
not to be named because of the sensitivity of the 
accusations.

MIRPUR  

Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) President Sardar 
Masood Khan Wednesday strongly condemned 
the unprovoked shelling by India on the civil-
ian population in the Neelum Valley targeting an 
archaeological site in Sharda and warned that 
such cowardly acts and frequent violations of the 
ceasefire agreement would escalate tension in the 
region. In a statement, Sardar Masood, said the 
Indian Army fired mortar shells on the govern-
ment-run girls school in the Neelum Valley and 
destroyed a portion of it. The unprovoked Indian 
firing from across the Line of Control damaged a 
residential house completely and destroyed 17 
other residential units partially, he added. He said 
the Indian occupation troops also attempted to 
target the site of an ancient Hindu University in 
Sharda Peeth, which was a highly condemnable 
act. Earlier on Monday, a civilian was martyred 
when a landmine laid by the Indian Army had 
gone off near the Line of Control in Samahani 
sector. While describing the unprovoked Indian 
Army shelling at the LoC as a well thought-out 
strategy of India, the AJK president said such pro-
vocative acts of India were designed to divert the 
attention of the international community from 
its illegal actions in illegally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir and to hide the worst human rights vio-
lations. However, he maintained, that the people 

of occupied Kashmir were fighting the war of 
their freedom and the right to self-determination, 
and the Indian repression and brutalities could 
not deter them from their heroic struggle. He con-
demned an amendment in the Jammu and Kash-
mir Development Act which gives Indian army an 
authority to declare any place in IOJK as a strate-
gic area. It would allow the Indian troops to grab 
that land of Kashmiri people, he said, adding In-
dia was following the Israeli and the Nazi models 
of the previous century by settling Hindus in the 
occupied territory. He appealed to the people of 
occupied Kashmir to hold forceful protest against 
the Indian trap, and expose the Indian conspira-
cies. The AJK president also regretted the martyr-
dom of three Kashmiris in the Rajauri district of 
occupied Kashmir, and expressed sympathy with 
the bereaved families. VoM

Bureau Report

Beijing

Beijing on Thursday slammed US warnings of “conse-
quences” if Brazil chooses Chinese telecoms company Hua-
wei to develop its 5G network, accusing Washington of “un-
scrupulous oppression” of the country’s tech companies. 
Huawei -- the world’s top producer of telecoms networking 
equipment -- has become a pivotal issue in the geopolitical 
standoff between Beijing and Washington, which claims 
the firm poses a significant cybersecurity threat.  Brazil is 
due to launch a tender next year for a project to develop the 
next generation of telecoms technology in Latin America’s 
most populous country, home to 212 million people. But 
the US ambassador in Brasilia, Todd Chapman, warned in 
an interview of “consequences” if Brazil goes against US ad-
vice and picks the Chinese firm. Beijing on Thursday called 
the ambassador’s remarks an example of the US “openly 
coercing other countries to obey the will of the United 
States”. Foreign ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin said 
the US opposed the use of Huawei products not on national 
security grounds, but because they objected to the rise of 
Chinese firms. “When other countries’ enterprises achieve 
a leading advantage, US politicians will fabricate excuses to 
use national power to conduct unscrupulous oppression,” 
Wang said at a regular press briefing. Washington has es-
sentially barred Huawei from the US market and waged a 
global campaign to isolate the company. 

Govt to set up 24 more 
electric vehicle charging 
stations across country: 

minister

Pakistan to continue 
exposing India at every 

forum: Shibli Faraz
Govt taking steps to get country 

out from economic turmoi
ISLAMABAD

Expressing deep concerns over Indian bru-
talities and grave human rights violations in 
occupied Kashmir, Federal Minister for In-
formation and Broadcasting Shibli Faraz on 
Wednesday said that Pakistan will continue 
to expose the barbarism in the held val-
ley at every international forum. Address-
ing a seminar at Punjab’s Governor House, 
Shibli Faraz said that Prime Minister Imran 
Khan had forcefully raised the decades-old 
Kashmir issue at international level. He 
expressed disappointment over world’s 
silence on gross human rights violations 
in occupied Kashmir. The minister urged 
the human rights organizations to raise 
their voice against Indian brutalities in the 
held valley. “We should support Kashmiris 
with a new strategy,” he added. Earlier on 
July 28, Pakistan had strongly condemned 
restrictions imposed by Indian authorities 
on Eid-ul-Azha prayers in Indian occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir (IoJ&K). According to 
a statement issued by the Foreign Office 
spokesperson Aisha Farooqui, the impo-
sition of restrictions on prayers on one of 
the most important days of the Islamic cal-
endar represented complete disrespect by 
the Indian government for the sentiments 
of the Muslims of occupied Kashmir. “It is 
also a flagrant violation of their fundamen-
tal freedom of religion.” Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting, Shibli Faraz says 
the government has taken concrete steps to 
get the country out from economic turmoil. 
Talking to newsmen in Lahore on Wednes-
day, he said the focus of our government is 
on real problems of people. The Minister 
said rule of law is the hallmark of govern-
ment. Shibli Faraz said Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf team is united under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Imran Khan. He said op-
position parties want NRO on the name of 
reforms in NAB laws but we will not spare  
any corrupt element from the process ac-
countability. VoM

Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Power 
Division Omar Ayub Khan on Wednes-
day announced that the government will 
set up 24 more electric vehicle charging 
stations across the country in the future. 
He said this while addressing the launch-
ing ceremony of Pakistan’s first electric 
charging station here in Islamabad. “The 
launch of a first electric vehicle charging 
station in Islamabad is a welcoming initia-
tive and an important step towards Clean 
and Green Pakistan”. “At least twenty-four 
new electric stations will be set up in fu-
ture, which will help common people of 
the country,” said Omar, adding that the 
government was taking concrete steps 
to control environmental pollution in the 
country. The minister further said that the 
federal government was taking various 
initiatives for development in the energy 
sector. Speaking on the occasion, Special 
Assistant on Petroleum Nadeem Babar 
said the opening of a charging station in 
Islamabad will help encourage electric ve-
hicles as future transportation in the coun-
try. This initiative is a welcoming move for 
the country, which will soon witness elec-
tric vehicles running on roads, he added. 
The special assistant said the initiative 
will also help Prime Minister Imran Khan’s 
Clean and Green Pakistan campaign. The 
country’s first electric vehicle charging 
unit has been installed at Jinnah Avenue 
in Islamabad. The launch of the charging 
station in Islamabad was first announced 
by Fawad Chaudhry last week. “The open-
ing of EV charging stations was another 
target of Ministry of Science and Tech-
nology to encourage E vehicles as future 
transportation,” said Fawad Chaudhry in a 
tweet last week, announcing the launch of 
the station. It is pertinent to mention here 
that Vehicles in Pakistan to be shifted on 
electric power as the country approved 
its first-ever Electric Vehicle (EV) policy 
last month. The motorcycles and vehicles 
would be shifted on electric power, while 
EV Manufacturing Units would also be es-
tablished in the country. VoM
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ISLAMABAD 

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi on Wednesday claimed that PML-N of-
fered him the slot of foreign minister in their pre-
vious government but he rejected it and joined 
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI). I had options to 
join both PML-N and PTI in 2013 but preferred 
the latter option, he said while addressing a press 
conference today and added that political pundits 
at that time criticized his decision. Speaking over 
FATF-related legislation from the Parliament, 
the foreign minister said that India wanted to 
drag Pakistan to the blacklist of the anti-money 
laundering watchdog and it could lead to inter-
national sanctions on the country. “This FATF-
related legislation will move us to the white list 
from grey list,” he said and lamented that oppo-
sition was opposing the move and had linked its 
passage with the approval of its other conditions. 
Responding to amendments proposed by the 
opposition parties in accountability law, he said 
that accepting their conditions would completely 
halt the accountability process. “Why should we 

fear anyone when we have not availed any ben-
efits?” he responded and said that he was in the 
opposition ranks during Musharraf tenure but 
no corruption allegations were levelled against 
him even at that time. He rejected any changes 
in the NAB-related bill for facilitating a certain 
personality and said that they could not sup-
port the proposed changes from the opposition 
in the accountability law. He said that they would 
not make any compromise over the account-
ability process and it would continue unabated. 
Further responding to Bilawal Bhutto’s criticism 
on Kulbhushan Jadhav-related ordinance, Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi said that it was meant to im-
plement the International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
ruling against the Indian spy rather than facilitat-
ing him. “We held a section-wise discussion on 
NAB regulations and also consulted legal experts. 
If we go ahead to accept the proposed amend-
ments of the opposition, the accountability pro-
cess will be buried. It is the priority of the FATF 
to curb money laundering. The proposed points 
of the opposition will affect anti-money launder-
ing law.” “Both parties [Pakistan Muslim League 

Nawaz (PML-N) and Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP)] remained into power in the country for 10 
years but failed to design NAB law. We had asked 
the opposition members [in the parliamentary 
committee] whether they are forcing the gov-
ernment to accept their suggestion in 10 hours.” 
Qureshi said that the government side has also 
told the opposition for not using NAB law as a 
bargaining tool for making progress on legisla-
tion related to FATF. He detailed that the opposi-
tion parties were suggesting not to hold inquiry 
of the cases older than five years despite the fact 
that many cases are still pending. “How can we 
shut cases of financial dents to the national ex-
chequer in the 1990s and other cases of 2015? It 
is not possible.” “India is trying to place Pakistan 
in FATF’s blacklist. I am levelling an allegation on 
the opposition but are they willing to see Paki-
stan in the blacklist.”Shah Mehmood Qureshi, 
who is also the chairman of the parliamentary 
committee on legislative business, clarified that 
the anti-corruption watchdog is an independent 
institution and nobody is seeking relief from the 
NAB for the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI). VoM
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