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The economic 
outlook is strong and 

pick up in exports 
and remittances are 
supporting growth 

momentum 

Adviser to Finance & Revenue

Dr Abdul Hafeez Shaikh

Global Market

Stocks cling to stimulus hopes, 
Treasuries slide towards 1%

Feb inflation declines

Trade deficit improves 27 % in 
July-Feb

NEW YORK/LONDON/SHANGHAI

World stock markets regained a measure of calm on 
Monday as hopes for a raft of global interest rate cuts to 
soften the economic blow of the coronavirus steadied 
nerves and drove US Treasury yields close to 1%. 

After last week’s worst plunge for equities markets 
since the depths of the 2008 financial crisis, it was 
always going to be a wild ride. Asia had initially dived 
again after China reported a record slump in factory 
activity but the region rallied to finish higher as bond 
yields sunk and talk of OPEC supply cuts sent oil 
prices roaring up as much 3.5%.Europe then made a 
blistering start. The FTS Eurofirst 300 FTEU3 jumped 
over 2%, putting it on course for its best day in well 
over a year, only to suffer a major mid-morning wobble 
that left it just 0.2% better off. Wall Street S&P 500 and 
Dow futures ESc1 1YMc1 went on a similarly erratic 
trip; first diving, then springing, then stumbling and 
eventually stalling near-flat. “The market is coming 
back because there is perception that there will be a 
coordinated G7 policy response,” said BlueBay Asset 
Management’s head of credit strategy David Riley. 
“We have Fed and ECB meetings coming up in the 
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RAWALPINDI

Saudi Arabia’s Deputy Defence Minister Prince 
Khalid Bin Salman met Chief of Army Staff 
(COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa during his 
visit to General Headquarters (GHQ) on Monday, 
said Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) in a 
statement. 

Prince Khalid Bin Salman and General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa exchanged views on matters 
of mutual interests, defence and security 
cooperation between both countries.

 
The ISPR spokesperson said the current 

situation of Indian occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir (IOJK) also came into discussion. 
Moreover, they held consultations over military 
training programme and the situation of the 
regional security situation in the meeting. 

The Saudi deputy defence minister praised 
professional capabilities of Pakistan armed 
forces and announced complete support to 
Islamabad for the establishment of peace in 
the region, said ISPR.

 
Earlier in November last year, Saudi Assistant 

Defence Minister Mohammed Bin Abdullah Al 
Ayesh had met COAS Qamar Javed Bajwa at GHQ 
in Rawalpindi, ISPR said. According to Inter-
Services Public Relations (ISPR), both leaders 
exchanged views on issues of mutual interest. 

Matters pertaining to defence, security 
cooperation between both countries and 
overall regional security situation came under 
discussion during the meeting.

Post Brexit ties

EU, UK set for new talks

Ehsaas Undergraduate Scholarship Programme launched

Indian Muslims’ targeted killings matter 
of grave concern for the world:PM 
Prime Minister Khan says slowly, steadily building towards ‘State of Madina’ model

BRUSSELS
Britain and the European Union kick off 

talks on Monday on how their relationship 
will shape up after Brexit, with half a trillion 
euros worth of annual trade and close 
security ties at stake in what are bound to 
be tense talks.  Both sides say they want 
to reach a deal by the end of the year so 
that new cooperation on everything from 
aviation to fisheries to student exchanges 
can kick in from 2021. 

The current status-quo transition period 
that followed Britain’s exit from the bloc on 
Jan. 31 expires at the end of year. Around 
100 UK officials will be arriving in the EU 
hub Brussels for the first round of talks with 
the bloc’s executive European Commission 
that are due to last until Thursday. 

The second round will be held in London 
later in March and then more are due to 
follow every two-three weeks. The EU 
wants give Britain beneficial access to its 
single market of 450 million people in 
exchange for solid guarantees that London 

would prevent dumping.But Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson has said he wants to move 
away from the EU and refuses to be bound 
by its rules or the jurisdiction of its top court 
— all necessary, in the bloc’s view, to ensure 
fair competition. He has upset the bloc by 
backpedalling on a possible more ambitious 
and broader future relationship the sides 
had agreed in their divorce package last 
year. Senior British minister Michael Gove 

set an uncompromising tone for London’s 
position in a an editorial on Sunday, the eve 
of the new talks.“We want the best possible 
trading relationship with the EU. 

But we will not trade away our newly 
recovered sovereignty,” he wrote. Britain 
and the EU will assess in June whether 
sealing a basic trade deal is possible by the 
end of the year. 

MOSCOW
Measures to curb the spread of the 

novel coronavirus were in focus of a 
meeting between Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Igor Morgulov and China’s 
Ambassador to Moscow Zhang Hanhui, 
the Russian foreign ministry said on 
Monday. 

The sides discussed measures taken 
in Russia and China to curb the spread 
of the coronavirus infection, as well as 
current issues of the Russian-Chinese 
relations, including cooperation between 
the two countries on the international 
arena, the ministry said.

 A pneumonia outbreak caused by the 
COVID-19 virus (previously known as 
2019-nCoV) was reported in China’s city 
of Wuhan, a large trade and industrial 
center with a population of 12 million, 
in late December. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) 
declared the coronavirus outbreak 
in China a global health emergency, 
characterizing it as an epidemic 
with multiple foci. Cases of the new 
coronavirus have also been reported 

Russian, Chinese diplomats 
discuss coronavirus

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) on 
Monday released data of the sensitive price 
index showing a decline of over one percent 
in inflation across the country during the last 
week of February 2020 with 11 household items 
witnessing lowering of prices. The sensitive 
price index for the week ended on 27 February 
issued by PBS covered 17 urban centres and 
51 essential items for all expenditure groups 
to determine the inflation rates. A report of the 
PBS was also presented to the Prime Minister 
Imran Khan.The index showed that the inflation 
rate during the last week of February in 2019 
remained at 14.60 for all income groups and 
witnessed a 1.16 percent decline during the 
same period of the ongoing year. The basic food 
items that witnessed a decline in prices included 
potatoes showing 83 percent decrease in prices, 
tomatoes 60 percent, eggs 26 percent, vegetables 
11 percent and flour five percent. “The liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG) and electricity prices 
showed a 13 percent decline in last week mainly 

Saudi Dy defence 
minister meets 
COAS Bajwa

Exports 13.61% 
up in Feb 2020: 
Razak Dawood

ISLAMABAD

Adviser to Prime Minister 
for Commerce, Industry and 
Investment Abdul Razak Dawood 
on Monday said that the February 
2020 has witnessed a 13.61 
percent rise in exports from the 
country as compared to the past 
years. In a message posted on 
his Twitter account, the federal 
adviser said that the country’s 
exports witnessed a 3.62 increase 
during the current fiscal year as 
compared to the previous years.

“The increase is commendable 
when compared to the export 
trend of our competitors. This 
is just the beginning, the future 
holds much more!” he said while 
tagging his message to the prime 
minister Imran Khan and others 
on the Twitter feed. In November 
2019, Abdul Razak Dawood said 
that exports have crossed $2 
billion marks in November. The 
commerce adviser in a series of 
Tweets has said that the country’s 
exports have increased by 9.6 
percent as compared to last year.

 
“A l h a m d o l i l l a h !P a k i s t a n’s 

Exports in November 2019 have 
once again crossed the $2 billion 
mark. Hats off to our exporters 
and the team at the Ministry of 
Commerce. It increased by 9.6% 
as compared to last year,” he 
Tweeted.

He said the increase has resulted 
in an improvement in trade 
balance and current account 
deficit. “For the period Jul-Nov, 
the Trade Balance has decreased 
by about USD 5 billion. This is 
a saving of USD 5 billion for the 
national exchequer and has a 
major impact on the reduction of 
the Current Account Deficit,” said 
Razak Dawood.

from 67 other countries, 
including Russia. According to 
the latest update, the number of 
confirmed cases of the disease 

in China has exceeded 80,000, 
with more than 2,900 people 
killed by this coronavirus. More 
than 44,400 have recovered.

owing to prime minister’s decision to pass on 
the benefit of low fuel prices in the international 
market to masses,” it said as gas charges 
witnessed a surge of upto 55 percent. Onion 
witnessed the most surge in prices with 145 
percent rise followed by pulse Moong with 89 
percent, vegetable ghee 33 percent, bananas 30 
percent, beef and milk upto nine percent.“The 
fruits and pulses also witnessed an increase in 
four and two percent respectively,” the report 
said. On February 20, State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP) Governor Reza Baqir said that the country 
would witness a decline in inflation from the 
upcoming months. “With a decline in inflation, 
its effects on the market will also be witnessed 
in the days to come,” he said while addressing 
the CEO Summit in the city.For the same period 
of last fiscal year, the trade deficit had stood at 
$21.46bn. According to the ministry Pakistan’s 
exports increased by 3.62% in the period 
under review while imports have decreased by 
14.39%.  Exports from July to February stood at 
$15.64bn, compared to $15.09bn for the same 
period last year.  

next couple of weeks. The Fed is the key 
one and it will be very hard for them to 
hold off (from rate cuts) if we are in a 
situation where the economic downsides 
are becoming more prevalent.” The 
sheer scale of losses last week almost $6 
trillion was wiped off world stocks have 

led financial markets to price in policy 
responses from almost every major 
central bank. Futures now imply a full 50 
basis point cut by the US Federal Reserve 
at its March 17-18 meeting <0#FF:>, 
followed by a 10 basis point snip from 
the ECB in April. 

ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Imran Khan has 
urged the global community to play 
its role in preventing aggressive 
polices and Hindutva ideology of 
RSS-inspired BJP government in 
Occupied Kashmir. Talking to Saudi 
Deputy Minister of Defence Prince 
Khalid bin Salman bin Abdulaziz 
in Islamabad on Monday, he said 
recent targeted killings of Muslims 
in New Delhi and the desecration 
of their places of worship are 
matter of grave concern for 
entire global community.The 
Prime Minister underscored 

that the Indian government 
is engaged in systematic 
efforts to discriminate against 
marginalize and disenfranchise 
minorities, particularly Muslims. 
About Pak-Saudi relations, the 
Prime Minister underscored 
the special significance of the 
bilateral relationship, which is 
based on close fraternal ties, 
historic links, and support at 
the grass-roots level.

Prime Minister Imran Khan says 
granting scholarships on merit 
to deserving undergraduate 
students is another step 

US, Taliban deal

PM to take cabinet into 
confidence over today

ISLAMABAD
Prime Minister Imran Khan will chair 
a meeting of the federal cabinet on 
Tuesday to review the political and 
economic situation in the country. 
The premier will take the cabinet 
into confidence regarding his recent 
one-day visit to Qatar, and the peace 
agreement signed between the 
United States and the Taliban over 
the weekend. 

towards the realization of 
goal of a welfare state based 
on the pattern of state of 
Madina. Addressing the 
launching ceremony of Ehsaas 
Undergraduate Scholarship 
Programme in Islamabad this 
evening, he said this program 
complements his roadmap 
to transform Pakistan on the 
model of state of Madina.The 
Prime Minister said in that 
model, Prophet Muhammad 
(SAWW) had ensured that it 
was responsibility of state to 
care and look after the weaker 
segments of society. 
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Pakistan Russia 
Economic Prospects 

R ussia articulated its readiness for the expansion of trade 
relations with Pakistan in multiple domains such as 
agriculture, energy and medicine industry. Russian Trade 
Minister Denis Valentinovich expressed his gratitude 
and optimistically highlighted the areas where both 
countries can bolster their trade-ties at the Pakistan-
Russia intergovernmental Commission held at foreign 
office Pakistan. This relation seems to be bourgeoning 
in the military sector, as Russia is one of the largest arms 

exporters in the region and Pakistan’s capability to develop small-scale military 
equipment indigenously can converge at the military partnership. The ability 
of both nations to develop their own aircraft seems to congregate which could 
materialize in the near future. Shanghai Cooperation Organization can be a 
platform for both countries to partner in military personals training and war-
gaming. In addition, the rich experience of the steel industry of Russia could be 
of great advantage to Pakistan for increasing the productivity of Steel Mill. Apart 
from that, both countries can be a partner in the energy sector as well due to 
geographical proximity where Pakistan can utilize the natural resources of Russia 
for their advantages, such as natural gas and fossil fuel. Similarly, Russian science 
and technological development can act as a catalyst for Pakistan’s development 
if both countries are willing to extend their bond. However, in order to exploit 
the optimum level of cooperation, there is a dire need to establish the people to 
people contacts and enhanced collaboration between chambers of commerce of 
both nations. Russian diplomats also offered Pakistan to showcase their services 
and products in Moscow roadshow which will open up new avenues for the 
economic development of Pakistan.

Worsening Condition  
of Indian Muslims

S ince the sanctioning of Citizen Amendment Act by the Indian 
national government in December 2019 subject remained 
the focus of media pundits and social media influencers. 
This development of the BJP government was perceived as 
a step towards the religious devoutness and beginning of a 
period of de-secularization in India. CAA was perceived as a 
controversial deed of India’s far-right political party BJP and 
demotion of Muslim community from becoming the part of 
India’s national fabric. Since the beginning of Modi’s second 

term in the Indian parliament, the narrative of streamlining the Hindu, Sikh, Jain 
and Christian minorities of Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh was stressed. 
However, this Act remained debatable due to its linkage with National Register 
of Citizens (NRC) 2003 which was only focused at Assam and due to Modi’s 
commitment of putting it into action all over India in its 2019 election campaigns. 
Apparently, this Act marginalized the Muslim community of India and triggered a 
series of protests and criticisms from the Indian as well as the global intelligentsia. 
Muslims protested peacefully for the elimination of this prejudicial development 
in metropolitan cities of India where students of Jamia Millia Islamia University 
and Jawaharlal Nehru University performed a paramount task by highlighting 
the national government’s discrimination and ferocious vengeance of the police 
department. In addition, when POTUS Donald Trump’s visited India, a renewed 
zeal of protesters of Delhi were vehemently curbed by police resulting in more 
than 45 causalities. In a nutshell, CAA resulted in the mass-mobilization which 
provided a conducive environment to religious nationalism and normalized hate-
speech against the Muslim community. 

Those who underwent the violent and ruthless crackdown of the government 
sued the authorities in court but justice has been delayed till now. In this context, 
ethnic and religious pluralism and secular society will remain a mirage for the 
world’s largest democracy. 

SOHAIL MAJEED BUTT

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Inside Jennifer’s stunning garden at her 

ISLAMABAD
Special Assistant to Prime Minister on 

Social Protection and Poverty Alleviation, 
Dr. Sania Nishtar Monday said it is for the 
first time in the history that such a big 
Undergraduate Scholarship Programme 
has been initiated purely on government 
expenses under Ehsaas’ initiative to ensure 
50,000 deserving students’ access to higher 
education annually.

She was addressing a press conference 
here along with a senior leader of Pakistan 
Tehreek-i-Insaaf, Dr. Shahbaz Gill. Dr. 
Sania Nishtar said this scholarship will 
accommodate 200,000 students including 
50 percent girls from the low backgrounds 
in the four years through providing them 

full tuition fee as well as living stipends. 
She said the prime objective of Ehsaas 
scholarships program is to ensure that 
no eligible student is deprived of higher 
education because of financial need. Two 
percent scholarships will be exclusively 
awarded to students with special needs. 

This program is unique as it reflects a 
historic shift in scholarship policy of the 
government. Unlike past scholarships 
that aimed at MS or PhD level programs, 
this project specifically focuses on 
undergraduate education, which is 
the surest way of rising out of poverty. 
The continuation of scholarship in following 
years will depend upon the maintenance 
of academic performance. By the closing 
date, as many as 132,192 undergraduate 
students (49,841 girls) applied for 
scholarships for the academic year 2019-

20 under the first phase of the project. 
The students from low-income backgrounds 
studying in undergraduate programmes 
across 119 public sector universities 
recognized by HEC were eligible to apply. 

Subsequently, the universities’ 
scholarship award committees 
made provisional decisions based on 
applications and documents received 
and recommended them for ratification 
by the program steering committee. 
The provisional decisions were confirmed 
after formal ratification as well as 
follow up scrutiny, including income 
verification, verification of supporting 
documents, and personal interviews by 
the scholarship award committee. The 
project is being overseen by the Ehsaas 
Scholarships Steering Committee, co-
chaired by Dr. Nishtar and Chairman HEC. 

March 3, 1845On March 3, 1845, Florida became the 27th state 
to join the United States. People first reached Florida at 
least 12,000 years ago. Because the sea level was much 
lower then, Florida was nearly twice the size it is today. 
Florida is the site of the earliest visit to the continental 
U.S. by European explorers in 1513 and the first 
European settlement, St. Augustine, was established in 
1565. Florida owes its name to Juan Ponce de León who 
called the area “la Florida,” in honor of Spain’s Eastertime 
celebration, “Pascua Florida” or “feast of the flowers.” 
When the Europeans found Florida, it is estimated 
that there were at least 200,000 natives, most 
of whom died from disease and warfare. As the 
Europeans began to take more land, some Indians, 
particularly of the Creek Nation, migrated south to 
Florida. In the 1770s, the Florida Indians became 
known as “Seminoles” which means “wild people” 
or “runaway.” They came to find peaceful lands and 
also provided refuge to runaway slaves. The 1800s 
saw the First, Second, and Third Seminole Wars that 
moved more than 3,000 Indians west of the Mississippi. 
Today, there are two federally recognized tribes in 
Florida and a group of unaffiliated or traditional 
Indians. The Miccosukee Indians are descended from 
about 100 Mikasuki-speaking Creeks and are located 
mostly in the Everglades. The Seminoles of Florida call 
themselves the “Unconquered People” and currently 
have six reservations throughout Florida. Like the 
Miccosukees, a few hundred Seminoles remained 
hidden in the Florida swamps, but they never 
surrendered and never signed any peace treaties. 

Ehsaas’ scholarships to ensure deserving students’ access to higher education: Nishtar

NEW YORK

Jennifer Aniston just gave her fans a huge 
glimpse inside the garden of her Beverly 
Hills mansion and it is beyond stunning. 
The Friends alum took to Instagram 
stories to post a picturesque snap from 
her garden taken at sunrise. The star’s 
garden is lined with plants and trees 
for maximum privacy and is the perfect 
outside space for hosting, something 
Jennifer enjoys doing on the weekends. 
“Morning Glory,” the starlet captioned the 
picture. In her living room, the award-
winning star has a large balcony, which 
looks out at the entire garden. Jennifer 
Aniston has a luxurious house, which she 
proudly boasts. Earlier in an interview 
to Architectural Digest, the 51-year-old 
actress said, “The house has a rather 
glamorous, old-fashioned Hollywood 
quality. I can just imagine the Rat Pack 
stopping by; someone is playing the 
piano, and people are laughing in the 
next room.” “It’s like a big hug. People 
can get so distracted by static, I love the 
silence here,” she added.At Card Factory, 
Lawrence will be responsible for its 
people strategy, focusing on developing 

Today in History

OIC SPECIAL ENVOYOIC SPECIAL ENVOY

D iplomatic perseverance of 
Pakistan’s Premier Imran Khan 
for drawing the attention of 
the world towards the illegal 
occupation and atrocities of 
Indian national government 
in Indian held Kashmir 
was lauded by diplomatic 
community and Muslim world 

at large. PM Khan’s pole position on peaceful dispute 
resolution of Kashmir was materialized by the OIC 
Secretary General’s announcement of sending a special 
envoy for Jammu and Kashmir Yousef M. Al Dobeay to 
Pakistan for a five-day visit. OIC’s special envoy will 
comprise of a six-member delegation which will visit the 
Line of Control and briefed on prevalent human rights 
violation of Indian authorities in Kashmir. 

OIC, a platform of Muslim nations, remained pivotal 
for the diplomatic manoeuvring and voicing concerns of 
1.8billion Muslims to the world, such as Palestinian and 
Kashmiri apprehensions. Pakistan is one of the founding 

members of this organization and always regarded 
this forum as a pivot for Muslim countries across the 
globe. Whereas, India is a country encompassing of 310 
million Muslims which forms 11percent of the global 
Muslim population, also have a significance in global 
demography of Muslims. India since the inception of 
this organization recognized OIC as an instrument of 
diplomacy and urged to become a member state but 
due to its barbarity and illegal occupation in Kashmir, 
the country was denied the right to entry. Yahya Khan 
vigorously resisted to Indian demands of becoming 
a part of Muslim organization due to its devious 
engagements in Kashmir. Since then, Kashmiri Muslims 
are victims of violence and wrath inflicted by the Indian 
government.

This Special Envoy by OIC directed at Kashmir was 
expected decades ago but India’s military and economic 
might influenced the regional and global actors to 
adjournment of the subject matter. Up until recently, 
India’s External Minister Sushma Swaraj’s visit to 
plenary session of OIC in response to the invitation 
from OIC resulted in vain and military standoff 
between Pakistan and India remained stringent. Since 
the inception of this issue, India claims this quandary 
as its domestic matter and refrained from any foreign 
assistance on the subject. In the context of OIC, India’s 
External Minister categorically rejected any pertinent 
communiqué in 2019 and now when OIC is taking 
formal steps for the resolution of the issue, MEA 
spokesperson withheld its previous stance and refrained 
from discussion. However India’s stance is unilateral 
and illegal in the perceptiveness of Pakistan. The OIC 
has reached its unwavering support for the Kashmiri 

Muslims in their justified fight for the inalienable right 
to self-determination.

Along with this, OIC is also active in eradicating the 
Islamophobic elements and to eliminate the misleading 
and false narrative of Muslims in the world. To serve the 
purpose, OIC is establishing a comprehensive strategy 
to combat Islamophobia, building on proposals made 
by Pakistan in the OIC Ministerial Executive Committee 
meeting in March 2019. Plenary sessions also pondered 
upon the subject of racism and religious discrimination 
as well.

The territory is deemed as the fundamental constituent 
of a state and a place for the implementation of national 
and religious ideology. Islamic ideology underpins 
national as well as religious principles and in the global 
context connects the worldwide Muslim community. 
Formation of OIC was under the purpose of securing 
the interests of the global Muslim community, such as 
safeguarding Palestinian Muslims from the barbarity of 
Zionist expansion and recognizing PLO as an observer 
of the UN General Assembly. Similarly, in the wake of 
extremism and proliferation of radical Islamic groups 
in the world, OIC also played its role to minimize the 
zealotry and fanaticism and promote solidarity among 
global Muslim society. 

Florida becomes 27th State to join US

NEW YORK

If humanity fails to find a way through 
this train wreck of a climate crisis, 
we might want a form of record-
keeping that doesn’t decay after a 
generation or two. You know, just 
to let future intelligences know 
we had some redeeming qualities. 
Artist Joe Davis from Harvard 
University thinks he has a solution. 
If you really want to leave your 30th-
century descendants a work of art, 
embed it in the genes of the salt-loving 
microbe, Halobacterium salinarum. 
Davis’s suggestion, described in a 
new paper, isn’t the first to propose 
using nucleic acid as a memory 
solution. Three years ago, Microsoft 
also announced plans for devising 
technology that would see them 
store information in DNA data banks. 
It’s not hard to see the appeal of this 
kind of data storage. Depending on 
who you ask and how you crunch 
the numbers, all of the chromosomes 
in a single human cell could match 
a pair of CDs for storage space. 

That extreme compactness means 
the sum of all the world’s data could, 
in theory, fit into a double-garage as 
strings of A, G, T, and C. Given the rate 
at which that library of data grows 
every year, we might want to think 
about efficient ways to contain it. 
It’s not just a nice theory. 
Researchers have previously 
crammed books, images, and even 
movies into a format that life has 
been using for billions of years. 

Tiny microbe could be ‘perfect 
time capsule’ for messaging future 

Author is an Executive Editor of Mélange 
int’l Magazine and Secretary Information 

Center of Pakistan and International 
Relations (COPAIR)

TAT Special

Erum Akbar
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Carrie enjoys counting calories 

to stay healthy

NEW YORK
Carrie Underwood is hanging off a rock-climbing 
wall as if she’s auditioning for a role in Free 
Solo—and totally nailing it. FWIW, this is not an 
activity she does often: “I went rappelling once 
as a kid and freaked out,” she says. But hesitation 
is nowhere in sight today as Carrie supports her 
body in a series of challenging poses without 
breaking a sweat.
When I first meet Carrie, she’s walking back 
from brushing her teeth in the bathroom (What 
can I say, not every moment of a photo shoot is 
glamorous.) But from the moment she shakes 
my hand, I can tell—hello, grip strength—that 
the CALIA by Carrie Underwood designer came 
ready to put on a show. The 5’3” singer is strong. 
The kind of strong that makes dangling from a 
vertical face seem easy. The kind of strong that 
makes her look as if she were born singing her 
heart out while commanding a stage in heels. “I 
swear I use butt muscles to hit notes sometimes,” 
she says. 

Selena still ‘healing’ from her past 

relation with Bieber

FLORIDA

KKylie Jenner has given a plausible reason for her 
fans to believe that she has rekindled romance 
with her baby daddy Travis Scott.
The reality TV star posted three Instagram 
stories with Travis, wherein they could be 
seen looking at each other in awe.The PDA-
filled pictures were captioned as, “It’s a mood.” 
According to Harper’s BAZAAR, Kylie either is 
back with her former beau, or she just likes to 
make her fans go crazy.The couple officially split 
back in October 2019. In December 2019, Travis 
told XXLmagazine, “Her mom and I came up with 
the name Stormi together. I love her mommy and 
I always will. The hard part about relationships is 
just trying to be in one without a million outside 
voices interfering.” In her March cover story for 
Harper’s BAZAAR, Kylie revealed, “We have such 
a great relationship, we’re like best friends.” 
She added, “We both love Stormi and want what’s 
best for her. We stay connected and coordinated. 
I think about [my parents] in situations with 
Stormi, what they would do. 

Meghan to attend Met Gala in 

‘glamorous androgynous’ look

LONDON
Meghan Markle has reportedly been invited to 
attend the glitzy Met Gala this year, alongside 
Vogue editor Edward Enninful, according to a 
source.The Daily Mail quoted a source as saying 
that the former royal will adopt a ‘glamorous 
androgynous’ look for the event on March 4.
This is going to mark Meghan’s first Hollywood 
appearance after she bid farewell to the British 
monarchy on  January 9, 2020. The theme 
for this year’s Met Gala is on Virginia Woolf’s 
novel Orlando, which sees its main character 
change sex.“The Met Gala is for the Who’s Who 
of showbusiness. Naturally Meghan was one of 
the first names on the guest list, and Edward’s 
team are excited that the two will go together,” 
the source said. “Meghan is keen to step out 
occasionally without Harry so that she can 
establish herself once more in Hollywood,” 

LOS ANGELES
World No. 2 Rafael Nadal captured his first ATP Tour 
title of 2020, easily defeating unseeded Taylor Fritz in 
straight sets, 6-3, 6-2, in the final of the Mexico Open.
The 33-year-old Nadal, playing in his first tournament 
since losing in the quarter-finals at the Australian 
Open last month, didn’t drop a set all week and 
improved to 19-2 all-time at this event. 

He nabbed his third Mexico Open title to go with 
victories in 2013 and 2005. “I couldn’t be happier. I 
played a great event from the beginning to the end,” 
Nadal said. “Acapulco was the first big title that I won 

in my career, so to be able to stay here after 15 years is 
amazing.“I can’t thank enough the people who make 
me feel at home every single time.” Nadal wasted 
no time figuring out Fritz’s game in the first career 
meeting between the two. 
The 19-time Grand Slam winner made eight unforced 
errors and needed just one ace but it came in the 
final game of the second set to get to championship 
point. Nadal closed it out with a blistering serve that 
handcuffed Fritz and gave Nadal his 85th career 
title.Nadal ceded the world No. 1 ranking to Novak 
Djokovic after the Australian Open, where the Serb 
won a record eighth title. 

Pakistan aim to finish ICC Women’s T20 World 
Cup on a high

RIYADH

Saudi Arabia’s non-oil economy 
grew by 3.3 percent last year, its 
fastest rate since 2014, even as 
the energy sector contracted and 
slowed overall growth.

Most of the increase in output 
was driven by the retail, hotel 
and financial sectors, which are 
attracting increased investment 
as the Kingdom moves away from 
dependence on oil revenues. The 
oil sector declined by 3.6 percent 
in 2019 dragging overall GDP 
growth to 0.3 percent according 
to data released by Saudi Arabia’s 
General Authority for Statistics.

“The weakness in the real 
headline GDP growth was due to 
the construction in the oil sector,” 
Monica Malik, chief economist 
at Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank, 
said.

“Positively, non-oil activity 
expanded at the fastest pace since 
2014 thanks to a strengthening in 
non-oil growth. 

We believe that higher investment 
growth will remain a key support 
factor for non-oil activity in 2020 
with greater progress with key 
projects.” Saudi GDP at current 
prices amounted to SR2.974 
trillion in 2019.Saudi GDP at 
current prices amounted to 
SR2.974 trillion in 2019 - up by 
about 0.8 percent from a year 
earlier. Crude petroleum and 
natural gas accounted for some 
27.4 percent of the Kingdom’s 
economic output, followed by 
government services at 19.4 
percent. Wholesale and retail 
trade, restaurants and hotels made 
up the third largest contributor to 
GDP, accounting for a 10 percent 
share.Weaker oil demand globally 
hit the Kingdom’s exports in 2019 

which were down by about 10.4 
percent in value over the year 
to about SR1.05 trillion. Gulf 
oil exporting economies have 
started 2020 with an uncertain 
outlook as oil markets again come 

under pressure from the spread 
of the coronavirus beyond China 
- hitting demand for crude oil 
and aviation fuel as people stay 
at home and factories reduce 
production.

China’s daily 
mask output 

exceeds 110mn 
units

BEIJING

China’s daily output of face 
masks reached 116 million 
units as of Saturday, 12 times 
the figure reported on Feb. 1, 
as production expansion moves 
into top gear, official data showed 
Monday.

By the end of February, the daily 
production capacity of masks 
in China more than quintupled 
from Feb. 1 to 110 million units 
that came in medical and non-
medical calibers, the National 
Development and Reform 
Commission said.

The consistent rise in both 
capacity and output further 
narrowed the supply deficit. 
As of Saturday, the daily output 
of N95-rated medical masks 
reached 1.66 million units to 
ensure medical staff at the 
forefront of the battle against 
the novel coronavirus are well-
equipped, the commission said.

China produces about half of 
the world’s masks with a daily 
output of 20 million units before 
the epidemic. The country had 
to launch massive production 
expansion to secure supply given 
the explosive growth in demand.

Measures were introduced to 
prioritize the smooth operation 
of mask producers and support 
technological upgrading in the 
sector, while some firms retooled 
their production for churning 
out the much-needed protective 
gear to bolster the national fight 
against the coronavirus.

HANOI
Samsung Electronics has started 

building a US$220 million (S$306 
million) research and development 
centre in Vietnam, the South Korean 
tech giant’s local unit said on Monday.

But a ground-breaking ceremony, 
scheduled for this past Saturday, was 
cancelled because of a virus outbreak 
that led to travel restrictions on 
South Koreans, Korea Chamber of 
Commerce in Vietnam vice chairman 
Hong Sun told Reuters.A Samsung 
Electronics spokeswoman confirmed 
the cancellation, but did not provide 
any other details.

Construction of the centre in Hanoi 
will be completed by the end of 2022, 
Samsung Vietnam said in a statement, 
adding that the centre will employ 
between 2,200 and 3,000 people.

Samsung is the single largest foreign 
investor in Vietnam, with investments 
totalling US$17 billion, it said.

The centre as planned would be 
the largest of its kind in Southeast 
Asia and will enhance the company’s 

research capability in such areas 
as artificial intelligence, internet of 
things, big data and 5G, it said.

The Vietnamese government 
earlier on Monday announced the 
commencement of building of the 

R&D centre.
Vietnam’s exports of smartphones 

and spare parts, mostly produced by 

Samsung starts building $306m R&D centre 
in Vietnam

ISLAMABAD
The body of late Olympian boxer, 
Usman ullah Khan was sent to 
Pakistan from Toronto, Canada, 
for burial in his hometown. 

The late legendary boxer has lost 
his fight against brain tumor and 
expired in Toronto.Pakistan High 
Commisioner Raza Bashir Tarar, 
on the desire of the bereaving 
family, instructed for expeditious 
completion of legal formalities to 
repatriate his mortal remains to 
Pakistan.The Consulate General 

LAHORE
Pakistan will play their last 
Group-B match of the ICC 
Women’s T20 World Cup against 
Thailand on Tuesday at the 
Sydney Showground Stadium.

According to the press release 
of Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB), 
England and South Africa have 

Nadal cruises past Fritz to 
win Acapulco title

Body of late Olympian boxer be sent 
to Pakistan from Toronto 

already booked the two semi-final spots 
from the group hence the Pakistan-
Thailand match will have no bearing on 
the group’s semi-finalists.Pakistan lost 
captain Bismah Maroof after the game 
against England, the left-handed top-
order batter broke her thumb and was 
ruled out of the tournament. Javeria 
Khan who played her 100th T20I for 

Pakistan on Sunday (against 
South Africa) will lead the team 
against Thailand after also 
doing the captaincy duty on 
Sunday.Despite losing out on 
semi-final berths, Pakistan are 
keen on leaving the tournament 
on a high.Fast-bowler Diana 
Baig has had an impressive 
tournament. She has provided 
Pakistan breakthroughs in 
opening overs of all three 
matches. The right-armer has 
picked-up five wickets in three 
games at 12.80 with a miserly 
5.33 economy rate.In what will 
be Pakistan’s last outing in this 
edition of the ICC Women’s T20 
World Cup, Diana wants to leave 
a mark against Thailand.

Diana Baig said: “We are 
disappointed at losing out on 
the semi-final spot since we had 
a very good chance especially 
after beating West Indies. But 
now our focus is on producing 
a clinical performance against 
Thailand and finishing the 
tournament on a high.

KSA’s non-oil economy grows at fastest pace 
in six years

Stock swells by 1312.68 points 
increasing shares’ value by Rs190bn

KARACHI
Stocks rebounded on Monday 

with 100 index jumping by 1312.68 
points on the first trading day of the 
week. In percentage it is an increase 
of 3.34 percent in just one day.

The value of shares rose by Rs190 
billion which is a gigantic leap in 
shares’ value in one day after May 
2019. At the closing of the day, 
the index settled in the green at 
39,296.30. The lowest level the index 
reached during intra-day trading 
was 37,983.62 but as the bulls 
took charge, it reached an apex of 
39,362.29 points.

The change came following decline 
in certain inflation rates, petroleum 
product prices, improvements in 
international stock markets and 

positive effects of the Afghan peace 
deal.The bullish run comes after 
the bourse remained under severe 
pressure during the outgoing week 
ended on February 28, 2020 due 
to panic selling by both local and 
foreign investors. KSE-100 index 
plunged by 2265.60 points on 

week-on-week basis and closed at 
37,983.62 points. 

The three top traded companies 
were Maple Leaf Cement Factory 
Limited with a volume of 9,374,000 
and price per share of 25.75 (1.36), 
World Call Telecom Limited with 

a volume of 7,404,500 and price 
per share of 0.93 (-0.02), Hascol 
Petroleum Limited with a volume 
of 7,138,000 and price per share of 
19.26 (0.43).The top three advancers 
were KASB Modaraba with a volume 
of 500 and price per share of 1.49 
(0.39), First Prudential Modaraba 
with a volume of 1000 and price per 
share of 1.30 (0.18), Ghazi Fabrics 
international Limited with a volume 
of 7500 and price per share of 4.00 
(0.50).The top three decliners were 
Nazir Cotton Mills Limited with a 
volume of 10,500 and price per 
share of 3.25 (-0.51), B.R.R Guardian 
Modaraba with a volume of 1,000 
and price per share of 7.51 (-0.96), 
Khurshid Spinning Mills Limited 
with a volume of 4,500 and price 
per share of 8.22 (-1.00).

of Pakistan, Toronto coordinated 
with the concerned Ontario 
Government departments, local 
funeral home and PIA for the 
completion of formalities and 
meeting legal requirements for 
transportation of the national 
hero’s body to Lahore.

Earlier in Toronto, a large 
number of community members, 
along with the consul general and 
some of his family members, 
participated in funeral prayers 
of late Usmanullah Khan.
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ISLAMABAD
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi 

has said any reservations Afghanistan has 
with Pakistan should be resolved bilaterally 
rather than involving the United States. 
The foreign minister’s remarks were in 
reference to part of a joint US-Afghan 
declaration on peace efforts signed on 
Saturday by Afghan President Ashraf Ghani, 
US Defence Secretary Mark Esper and 
NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg at 
a ceremony to coincide with the signing in 
Doha of an agreement between the Taliban 
and US. “The United States commits to 
facilitate discussions between Afghanistan 
and Pakistan to work out arrangements 
to ensure neither country’s security is 
threatened by actions from the territory 
of the other side,” one of the clauses of the 
declaration reads. “They should talk directly 
to Pakistan. The US is planning to withdraw 
and we will always remain neighbors,” 
Qureshi told international news wire in an 
interview, referring to Washington’s intent 
to withdraw troops from Afghanistan.

 
“If I have an issue with Afghanistan, I 

will not ask Washington to play a role.”  
“You know a trust deficit has existed and 
Pakistan has done its best to bridge that 
trust deficit,” Qureshi said, adding there 
are institutionalised mechanisms through 
which Afghanistan can raise “any issue 
under the sun” instead of turning to US. 
He said that the US-Taliban agreement 
in Doha would never have happened if 
Pakistan had not convinced everyone 
that there was no military solution to the 
18-year conflict in Afghanistan.The Doha 
agreement was signed by US special 
envoy Zalmay Khalilzad and Taliban 
political chief Abdul Ghani Baradar. 
Under it, Washington committed to a full 
withdrawal in 14 months, and to working 
with allied international forces to do the 
same contingent on the Taliban keeping a 
pledge to renounce violence and sever ties 
with militant organizations threatening the 
US and its allies. Qureshi said Pakistan had 
facilitated the accord by persuading both 

the Taliban and the US to find a political 
settlement, adding that getting both sides 
to see this had not been easy.

“We convinced the Taliban to put forward 
an authoritative delegation that has the 
capacity to implement what they agree 
upon, and that wouldn’t have happened 
without Pakistan’s facilitation,” Qureshi 
said. Abdul Ghani Baradar, who signed the 
Doha agreement on behalf of the Taliban on 
Saturday, was held in Pakistani custody for 
eight years after being captured in a joint 
raid with US agents in 2010 in the Pakistani 
port city of Karachi where he was in hiding.

Baradar was not handed over to 
Afghanistan or the US and was released 
in 2018. After that he became the head 
of the Taliban’s negotiation team that 
held talks with the US negotiators for 
over a year in Doha.  “That was another 
demonstration of facilitation,” Qureshi 
said, adding, “You required someone who 
enjoyed the confidence of the leadership 
to engage [with the US] that would make 
the talks possible. He [Baradar] played 

a very positive role.Qureshi also said 
Pakistan played a part in pushing for the 
negotiation process to restart after US 
President Donald Trump pulled the plug 
on negotiations in September last year. In 
October 2019, while the Doha talks were 
off, Washington’s chief negotiator, special 
representative Zalmay Khalilzad, and the 
Taliban political delegation held talks 
in Islamabad in a meeting that was not 
publicly acknowledged.

Leader of the House in Senate Shibli 
Faraz on Monday assured the opposition 
lawmakers that Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi would take the Senate 
into confidence over the country’s role in 
the United States (US)-Taliban peace deal. 
The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) senator 
was responding to a query from Pakistan 
People’s Party Senator Raza Rabbani who 
demanded of the foreign minister to take 
the Senate into confidence over the deal. 
The government should take both the 
houses of the Parliament seriously, he said.

LONDON

It is first gain for both benchmarks 
after six sessions of losses 
triggered by virus worries. PHOTO: 
REUTERSLONDON: Oil prices 
jumped more than 3% on Monday, 
reversing an earlier fall to multi-
year lows as hopes of a deeper cut in 
output by OPEC and stimulus from 
central banks countered worries 
about damage to demand from the 
coronavirus outbreak. Brent crude 
was at $51.91 a barrel, up $1.71 or 
3.4%, by 0925 GMT, having earlier hit 
its lowest since July 2017 at $48.40. 
Across the Atlantic, US West Texas 
Intermediate crude hit a 14-month 
low of $43.32 before recovering to 
$46.15, up $1.39, or 3.1%.

It was the first gain for both 
benchmarks after six sessions of 
losses triggered by coronavirus 
worries. 

The virus, which originated in 
China, has killed nearly 3,000 
people and roiled global markets as 
investors brace for a steep knock to 
world growth. Equities underwent 
their biggest rout since the 2008 
financial crisis last week although 
European and Asian shares steadied 

on Monday. “Everybody is afraid to 
miss the rebound in oil, metals and 
equities,” said Bjarne Schieldrop, 
chief commodities analyst at SEB 
Markets. 

“Signs of monetary and fiscal 
stimulus as well as possible further 
production cuts from OPEC+ later 
in the week are driving a rebound 
in both commodities and equities 

this morning.”The scale of losses last 
week led financial markets to price in 
policy responses from the US Federal 
Reserve to the Bank of Japan, which 
indicated on Monday it would take 

necessary steps to stabilise financial 
markets. Data released over the 
weekend by China, the world’s top 
energy consumer, dragged on oil 
prices earlier in the session. Factory 
activity in the country shrank at 
the fastest pace ever in February, 
underscoring the colossal damage 
from the coronavirus outbreak on 
its economy. However, several key 
members of the Organisation of 

the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) are mulling an additional 
production cut in the second quarter 
with fears the virus outbreak will 
erode oil demand.

KARACHI

Governor State Bank Reza Baqir 
on Monday said that Pakistan’s 
economy was headed in the right 
direction and they are now more 
hopeful than ever. Baqir while 
addressing a ceremony said that 
there are clear indicators of the 
economy improving further in the 
months to come which will surely 
bring down the rate of inflation.He 
also stated that streamlining the 
supply-chain mechanism will also 
aid the positive trajectory of the 

economy. “The channels zeroed in 
and focused on by the state bank 
are now showing results, they are 
getting better with each passing 
day,” said Baqir.

 He revealed that during the past 7 
months, the current account deficit 
of the country has seen significant 
improvement along with trade 
deficit improvement. 

 “Exports have improved and hence 
it will also affect the economy in a 
very positive manner, we have tried 
to make the market more suitable 
for exporters which have helped 
in gaining trust of the investors as 
well,” Baqir added.

 The governor state bank concluded 
that they have undertaken 
difficult decisions which are 
now bearing fruits; he expressed 
hope that steady and continuous 
improvement will ultimately guide 
the country out of the financial 
crunch.

Flourishing Pak-UK economic 
cooperation welcoming: Asad

Delhi Riots Embarrassment

Pak train placed on 
Indian Railways’app

Ready to talk with Trump over New START: Putin

ISLAMABAD

Federal Minister for Planning, 
Development and Special 
Initiatives, Asad Umar on Monday 
appreciated the current level of 
Britain’s engagements in Pakistan 
and affirmed the resolve to 
improve the bilateral business 
and investment relations to new 
heights. British High Commissioner 
Dr Christian Turner called upon 
the Federal Minister for Planning, 
Development and Special 
Initiatives Asad Umar here, said a 
press release issued by Ministry 
of Planning, Development and 
Special Initiatives. Federal minister 
highlighted the potential for British 
investors in new areas of economy 
such as telecommunication, 
information technology, as well 
as investment in agriculture, 
health, higher education and skill 
development. Both sides affirmed 
the resolve to further expand the 
areas of cooperation and increase 

economic, cultural, and educational 
cooperation. He said that the 
reform process was bearing fruit, 
as Pakistan’s economy was taking 
off and inflation was likely to 
decrease further.

He remarked that Pakistani was on 
the path to sustainable growth and 
after the successful implementation 
of IMF program Pakistan would 
overcome its recurring balance 
of payment problem. Asad Umer 
said that China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) has entered its 
second phase and its development 
would be led by the private sector.
He asked the High Commissioner 
to urge the British investors to 
fully exploit this opportunity. 
British High Commissioner Dr 
Christian Turner said that the UK 
would explore the potential of 
investments in such areas as clean 
energy, combating climate change, 
health, and education and tourism 
sectors in Pakistan.

NEW DELHI

The Indian government faced 
an embarrassment after railway 
police in the Indian state of Gujrat 
placed a picture of a Pakistan 
train on a mobile application for 
the safety of passengers, reported 
Indian TV channel NDTV. 

The officials removed the 
photograph after Indian social 
media users pointed out that the 
green-coloured railway engine, 
which appeared on the ‘’Surakshit 
Safar’s’’ dashboard, was of a 
Pakistani train.

 Officials said they have now 
removed the picture.“To make 
the application more attractive, 
the app developer had put 
some pictures of trains. In the 
process, he inadvertently used a 
photograph of a Pakistani train. 
Upon learning about it, we have 
asked the developer to remove 
it. It was an unintentional error,” 

Deputy Inspector General of Police, 
CID- Crime and Railways, Gautam 
Parmar, said on Sunday. 

The app was launched by Gujarat 
Minister of State for Home, 
Pradeepsinh Jadeja on February 
29. With the help of this app, train 
passengers can seek the help of 
Gujrat’s Railway Police in case of 
any emergency.

E u r o z o n e 
manufacturing 
PMI up in Feb

ISTANBUL

The Purchasing Managers’ 
Index (PMI) in the eurozone 
manufacturing sector increased 
in February on a monthly 
basis, a London-based global 
data company said on Tuesday. 
The index went up to 49.2 in 
February, hitting one-year-high, 
from 47.9 the previous month, 
IHS Markit reported. Operating 
conditions in the eurozone’s 
manufacturing sector continued 
to worsen during February, 
but only marginally and at the 
weakest rate for the past year,” 
said the company. In January, 
two market groups investment 
and intermediate goods saw 
a deterioration in operating 
conditions, while consumer 
goods saw a modest growth.

 

“France saw its PMI sink to a 
seven-month low whilst there 
was also a further worsening 
of operating conditions in 
Italy,” IHS Markit’s report 
said. It added: “The biggest 
manufacturing economy, 
Germany, also saw another 
deterioration in performance, 
despite the respective PMI 
reaching its highest level in over 
a year.” During the last month, 
manufacturing production and 
new orders continued to be 
negative and contraction rates 
were at the deepest level for the 
last 15 months.

 

Chris Williamson, the chief 
business economist at 
IHS Markit, said: “Despite 
widespread reports from 
companies that the coronavirus 
outbreak disrupted supply 
chains and hit foreign sales, 
resulting in considerably longer 
lead times and a steepening 
drop in export orders.” He 
underlined that the virus 
outbreak threatens production 
in the coming months by 
causing delays in shipments. 
“Any further spreading of the 
COVID-19 epidemic risks driving 
increased risk aversion and a 
reduction of spending by both 
businesses and consumers,” he 
added.

Not to involve US in Pak-Afghan issues

Pakistan persuades Taliban, US to peace 
deal: FM 
Foreign Minister Qureshi will take Senate into confidence on US-Taliban peace deal   

Oil up over 3% as hopes of 
OPEC cut

Inflation to come down 
in few months: Reza 

Baqir

SCO members hold in 
anti-terror drills in Russia

YEKATERINBURG

About 10,000 troops from the 
member states of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO) 
will take part in the Peace Mission 
anti-terror drills that will run for the 
first time at the Yurginsky training 
ground in the Kemerovo Region in 
August, Russia’s Central Military 
District reported on Monday. 
“Military representatives of the 
member states of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization have 
signed a joint protocol, following 
the results of the second round 
of staff consultations that have 
ended in the Kemerovo Region.
The agreement that has been 
signed includes the issues of 
the all-embracing provision for 
the troops and the scenario of 
practical stages. About 10,000 
troops are expected to take part 

in the drills,” the press office of 
the Central Military District said 
in a statement. The consultations 
involved representatives of 
Russia, India, Kazakhstan, China, 
Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan 
and Uzbekistan. 

The negotiations were held under 
the direction of Deputy Chief 
of Staff of the Central Military 
District Major-General Rustam 
Minnekayev, the press office 
stated.“During the joint work, the 
participants [in the consultations] 
visited the Yurginsky training 
range to reconnoiter the place of 
the first stage of the drills. Foreign 
military representatives also 
viewed the place of negotiating 
a water obstacle aboard military 
hardware. For some participating 
countries, such experience will be 
the first,” the statement says.

MOSCOW

Russian President Vladimir Putin said he would be 
prepared to hold discussions with US President Donald 
Trump on the future of the Measures for the Further 
Reduction and Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms 
(New START). Moreover, refusing to prolong the 
agreement would be a mistake, he told TASS in an 
interview for the project entitled “20 Questions with 
Vladimir Putin”. “I can talk about that with him. I do 
not mind, I’m well-versed on this issue, I can discuss 
it with anyone,” Putin said, adding that he was up-to-
date on the topic and ready to discuss it with anyone. 
“The New START treaty should be extended,” he said. 
Asked why the US was reluctant to agree to the treaty’s 
prolongation, Putin said that it might have been due to 

the way Washington interpreted security and ways of 
maintaining it. Earlier, Putin invited the United States 
to prolong the agreement without any preconditions. 
There has been no reply from Washington to this day. 
Moscow and Washington signed the Measures for the 
Further Reduction and Limitation of Strategic Offensive 
Arms in 2010. Under its terms, either country must 
reduce its strategic offensive arms in such a way that 
at the end of the seventh year following its entry into 
force and later on their overall amounts should not 
exceed 700 units of deployed inter-continental ballistic 
missiles (ICBMs), submarine-launched ballistic missiles 
(SLBMs) and heavy bombers, 1,550 warheads and 800 
operational and non-operational missile launchers 
and strategic bombers. The treaty was concluded for a 
period of ten years (until February 5, 2021).


