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Nevertheless, through many 
opportunities of meeting friends 

from Pakistan in my career, I have 
been keenly interested in and had 
a great respect for Pakistan. I am 

determined to further enhance 
Japan-Pakistan relationship, 

which is already very close and 
has a long history.

Ambassador H.E. Mr. Kuninori 
MATSUDA

Pak-China deep cooperation to further 
accomplish CPEC success 

UK, EU kick off new relationship as Brexit transition period ends

The Asian Telegraph

Protection of holy places 
of minorities and their 

leadership is the top 
priority of government: 

Interior Minster
RAWALPINDI

Minister for Interior, Sheikh Rashid Ahmed says 
the manual visa system has ceased to exist from 
today, as the government has launched online 
visa system for 191 countries to make its process 
easy for people. 
Addressing a press-conference in Peshawar on 
Friday, Sheikh Rashid said the online visa sys-
tem would eradicate corruption and ensure 
transparency besides addressing complaints of 
people especially with regard to China and Af-
ghanistan. He said on the first day, the online sys-
tem has received about two hundred thousand 
applications for visa. 
The Interior Minister said the government would 
not renew diplomatic passport of Nawaz Sharif 
which was going to expire on 16th of next month 
and it would be considered as cancelled. He said 
currently Pakistan has no extradition treaty 
with Britain under which Nawaz Sharif could be 
brought back to the country. However, he said 
efforts are underway on all fronts to bring him 
back to face corruption cases in courts. Sheikh 
Rashid said protection of holy places of minori-
ties and their leadership is the top priority of 
government. 
He said Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister has 
been directed to take strong notice of the recent 
unfortunate incident in Karak. 

General Assembly approves 3.23 bln USD UN budget for 2021
Assembly’s performance 

throughout this difficult year 
was a testament to the high 

caliber of diplomacy practiced 
in the Assembly Hall

Bureau Reporter
UNITED NATIONS  

The United Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA) on Thursday approved 3.231 bil-
lion U.S. dollars to fund the world body’s 
regular budget for 2021.

The UNGA’s body dealing with UN ad-
ministrative and budgetary matters, the 
Fifth Committee, discussed and approved 
the budget Thursday afternoon before the 
plenary voted in favor of the financial plan.

Back in October, UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres proposed a program 
budget of 2.99 billion dollars - a net reduc-
tion of 2.8 percent from 2020.

Guterres had told the Fifth Committee 
that despite the COVID-19 pandemic and 
liquidity crunch, “our new processes and 
structures have proven instrumental in 
enabling us to remain open and function 
effectively ... we are running this organiza-
tion from thousands of dining tables and 
home offices.”

“We worked together to build consensus, 
exercise prudence and flexibility, at a criti-

cal time in history,” UNGA President Volkan 
Bozkir told the final plenary of the year.

Bozkir said that the Assembly’s perfor-
mance throughout this difficult year was a 
testament to the high caliber of diplomacy 
practiced in the Assembly Hall, which also 
encompassed efforts to ensure a more 
gender-inclusive chamber.

“In 2020, the General Assembly contin-
ued to lead on the world stage and fully 
function, in order to implement its man-
dates ... to meet the needs of the people 
we serve,” said this senior diplomat from 
Turkey.

Bozkir on Tuesday expressed his disap-
pointment at the world body’s failure to 
adopt the budget and plan for 2021.

He said that if member states failed to 

reach an agreement, the consequences on 
the work of the United Nations would be 
“dire.”

At the last 2020 plenary, the UNGA presi-
dent urged the member states to harness 
multilateralism to end the COVID-19 pan-
demic and “address the needs of those 
furthest behind first.”

He pushed for actions toward achieving 
the Sustainable Development Goals, while 
“greening the blue” and noted that despite 
the pandemic, “climate change continues to 
destabilize the world.”

Bozkir encouraged the ambassadors of 
the member states to create a better future 
by joining him in re-committing to the UN 
Charter and strengthening multilateralism.

“Our work here in the General Assembly 
requires us to recognize the great re-
sponsibility placed upon us by the people 
we serve,” he said, calling it “our solemn 
duty” to engage in constructive dialogue 
to pursue the UN’s noble goals of univer-
sal peace, human rights and sustainable 
development.

The African Union (AU) and the United 
Nations (UN) on Thursday urged all 
Sudanese actors to ensure a “safe and or-
derly drawdown” of the joint UN-AU peace-
keeping mission in the country’s Darfur 
region. Reuters

International community to 
comprehensively and objectively 

analyze the impact of CPEC 
on Pakistan and the regional 

economy         
ISLAMABAD

The Second Meeting of CPEC Joint Working 
Group on International Cooperation and 
Coordination was held in Urumqi, China. 

The meeting was co-chaired by Foreign 
Secretary Sohail Mahmood and Chinese Vice-
Foreign Minister Luo Zhaouhi. The meeting 
reviewed the progress of the JWG since its 
inaugural meeting held on 9 April 2019 in 
Beijing.

 The Foreign Secretary underscored that 
the CPEC is a transformational project and 
has opened up significant and far-reaching 
economic opportunities for Pakistan. There 
is complete national consensus on CPEC’s in-
dispensability for our national development 
efforts. In the first phase of CPEC, we have 
made major advancement in the domain of 
energy and infrastructure.

 The Foreign Secretary added that the 
CPEC had entered its second phase with 
vigorous focus on industrialization, agri-
culture and socio-economic development. 
Pakistan hoped that the Special Economic 
Zones (SEZs) being developed under CPEC 

will rejuvenate Pakistan’s process of indus-
trialization and further spur economic de-
velopment. He reaffirmed the government’s 
resolve to complete CPEC projects in a timely 
manner. 

The Foreign Secretary hoped that the 10th 
JCC, to be held in the near future, will help 
create more economic opportunities and 
contribute to further expansion of CPEC 
projects. 

He reiterated that Pakistan would welcome 
relocation of industry from China and in that 
regard was instituting a regime to encourage 
inflow of Chinese investments to Pakistan. 

Foreign Secretary Sohail Mahmood high-
lighted efforts made by the Pakistan gov-
ernment, think-tanks, academia, and the 
media to promote a factual, objective, and 
coherent view of the CPEC projects carefully 
and transparently designed through mutual 
consultations. 

He particularly underlined that there was 
a need for the international community to 
comprehensively and objectively analyze the 
impact of CPEC on Pakistan and the regional 
economy. Emphasizing that CPEC was a fis-
cally responsible project, he reiterated that 
both sides will welcome third party partici-
pation in CPEC projects through mutual con-
sultations. APP

CPEC would become 
the hub of trade and 
economic activity: FM

Pakistan, China must continue to closely 
coordinate efforts to advance the shared 

objectives of peace, stability and eco-
nomic development in Afghanistan

ISLAMABAD 
In order to reaffirm the depth and breadth of Pak-
istan and China’s “All-Weather Strategic Co-oper-
ative Partnership”, Foreign Minister Shah Mah-
mood Qureshi and State Councilor and Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi held a telephone call, today. 
During the conversation, views were exchanged 
on COVID-19, bilateral relations, and regional 
and international issues of mutual interest. The 
call lasted for an hour. Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi reiterated that Pakistan was 
committed to ‘One-China’ policy and firmly sup-
ported China on issues of its core interest includ-
ing Taiwan, Xinjiang, Tibet, Hong Kong and South 
China Sea. 
The Foreign Minister underscored that the deep-
rooted relationship between China and Pakistan 
was aimed at promoting peace, stability and 
prosperity in the region. The Foreign Minister 
underlined that both Pakistan and China were 
making strenuous efforts to contain and combat 
the COVID-19 and, in that regard, had established 
various mechanisms which were playing a useful 
role in controlling the pandemic, resuming eco-
nomic growth and restoring supply chains across 
the region. Foreign Minister Qureshi emphasized 
that China had made remarkable achievement in 
developing COVID-19 vaccines, adding that the 
Phase-III clinical trials of China’s vaccine were 
progressing well in Pakistan. 
He maintained that the government had ap-
proved Sinopharm vaccine for emergency use in 
Pakistan and expressed hope for its early avail-
ability from China. Foreign Minister Wang Yi as-
sured that China would work to provide over one 
million doses of the vaccine to Pakistan for emer-
gency use. VoM

 In line with the direction and guidance of our 
leadership, we played a leading role in different 

multilateral process in New York
BEIJING

2020 was a successful year for Pakistan’s diplomacy 
here at the United Nations. In line with the direction and 
guidance of our leadership, we played a leading role in 
different multilateral process in New York. Highlighting 
continued military siege and massive human rights viola-
tions in illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir remained 
a key objective. We continued to make the legal, political 
and moral case for the Kashmiris freedom struggle. 

The case was also contained in a Pakistan sponsored 
resolution on the universal realization of the right of 
peoples to self-determination which was adopted by con-
sensus by the General Assembly. At Pakistan’s request, 
and with the support of China, the Security Council dis-
cussed the situation in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir twice in 2020 – most recently on 5 August 
2020 at the first anniversary of the unilateral and ille-
gal action of BJP-RSS regime. We also continue to expose 
state-sponsored terrorism by India. 

We presented a detailed dossier prepared by the govern-
ment to the UN Secretary General containing irrefutable 
evidence on India’s subversive and destabilizing role in 
our region. We are also working to counter disinformation 
networks by alerting the world to the real and present 
danger emanating from false Indian propaganda through 
identity theft, technical abuse and false attribution to the 
UN system. Pakistan also raised the issue of Islamophobia 

at the United Nations.
 Our resolution on “inter-religious and inter-cultural 

dialogue” which calls for respect for religious symbols 
and legitimate restrictions on freedom of expression was 
adopted by an overwhelming majority by the General 
Assembly.

 This year both the Secretary General and the President 
of the General Assembly visited Pakistan highlighting 
Pakistan’s multifaceted and vital relationship with the 
United Nations. 

We continue to promote Pakistan’s key role in facilitat-
ing the Afghan peace process and our efforts to ensure a 
lasting peace led and owned by our Afghan brothers and 
sisters. The General Assembly also adopted four resolu-
tions tabled by Pakistan on regional disarmament, con-
ventional arms control, and confidence building measures 
at regional levels as well as resolutions calling for negative 
security assurances against the attack against non-nuclear 
weapon states. VoM

Pakistan attains remarkable success at the United 
Nations in the year 2020: Munir Akram 

Britain to seize the moment as 
the country embarks on a new 

journey as an independent global 
trading nation

LONDON  
Britain and the European Union (EU) 

have started a new chapter in their re-
lationship as the Brexit transition period 
ended at 2300 GMT Thursday. British 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson celebrates 
the agreement between the UK and the 
EU at his office in London on Thursday. 
Britain said on the same day that an 
agreement had been secured on the 
country’s future relationship with the 
European Union, after last-gasp talks just 
days before a cliff-edge deadline. Photo: 
Xinhua

In an earlier message, British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson urged Britain to 
seize the moment as the country embarks 
on a new journey as an independent 
global trading nation.“The destiny of this 
great country now resides firmly in our 
hands. We take on this duty with a sense 
of purpose and with the interests of the 
British public at the heart of everything 
we do,” he said.

“11 p.m. (2300 GMT) on 31 December 
marks a new beginning in our country’s 

history and a new relationship with the 
EU as their biggest ally. This moment is 
finally upon us and now is the time to 
seize it.”

Also on Thursday, Britain’s Queen 
Elizabeth II gave Royal assent to a new 
law spelling out Britain’s future relation-
ship with the EU, after the bill was ap-
proved in both the House of Commons 
(lower house of the British Parliament) 
and the House of Lords (upper house).

However, some major changes are still 
taking place from 2300 GMT regarding 
rules on travel, immigration, commerce 
and security, among others.

The free movement of people between 
Britain and the EU countries has ended, 
replaced in Britain by a “points-based” 
immigration system. Britons who want 
to stay in most of the EU for more than 
90 days in any 180-day period will need 
a visa.

British police have lost instant access to 
EU-wide databases on criminal records, 
fingerprints and wanted persons.

Meanwhile, concerns remain over dis-
ruptions in ports like Dover due to border 
checks and new customs rules.

Rajneesh Narula, the John H. Dunning 
Chair of International Business Regulation 
at the Henley Business School, University 
of Reading, has warned that there could 
be difficult months ahead as many large 
issues are left out of the current deal, 
which will add uncertainties to Britain-EU 
future relations.

Most notably, the trade deal did little for 
the services sector, which makes up 80 
percent of the British economy.

Although Britain ended its membership 
of the EU on Jan. 31, 2020, it has followed 
EU rules during a transition period which 
expired at 2300 GMT on Thursday.

The EU and Britain announced on Dec. 
24 that they had reached an agreement 
that will govern their trade and security 
relationship starting from Jan. 1, 2021.

The deal, which came after nine months 
of arduous negotiations between Britain 
and the EU, is the biggest bilateral trade 
deal signed by either side, covering trade 
worth around 668 billion British pounds 
(913 billion U.S. dollars). Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan performed the ground-
breaking of a 100 million dollars automobile manufac-
turing and assembly unit in Islamabad today that be-
sides the regular models, would also produce electric 
vehicles.
A Chinese motor company, MG Motors will invest and 
start local production of these vehicles in Pakistan by 
mid this year.Addressing the ground-breaking ceremo-
ny, the Prime Minister said China is Pakistan’s biggest 
ally in industrialisation and is supporting the country 
in achieving its goals of economic prosperity through 
industrial development.He said Pakistan could learn a 
great deal from China, as its economic model best suits 
the country.Imran Khan said the present government is 
in consultation with the Chinese government on ways 
to enhance exports.
He said Pakistan is also working with China in agri-
culture, particularly seed development and productiv-
ity increase.The Prime Minister said New Year 2021 
would be the year of economic growth, wherein Paki-
stan would flourish while benefiting from its experi-
ences in confronting various challenges.He said the 
New Year would also witness business-friendly policies 
and incentives for industries for wealth creation and 
ending of poverty.
He said the construction and textile industries in the 

country are booming, despite the negative impact 
caused by Coronavirus pandemic.
Prime Minister Imran Khan says Pakistan is moving in 
the right direction with the policies aimed at bringing 
people out of poverty through wealth creation.He was 
speaking at the launching ceremony of new vehicles be-
ing introduced in Pakistan, in Islamabad today (Friday).
The Prime Minister said the government will incentiv-
ize the business community and the industrial sector 
that will lead to increasing exports. He said the wealth 
creation through exports will be used for uplift of the 
living standard of the ordinary people in the country.
Imran Khan said the government will focus on indus-
trial development during the current year that will 
have a positive impact on economic growth. He said 
cement and textile sectors have recorded fast growth 
in the recent months. He said 2021 will be the year of 
economic growth.
The Prime Minister said his two major public welfare 
objectives during the current year are ensuring uni-
versal health coverage through Health Card Scheme 
and launching of an initiative under Ehsaas Program to 
make sure that no one goes to bed hungry.
Describing the Chinese model of development as the 
most suitable model for Pakistan, the Prime Minister 
said Pakistan desires to learn from China in industrial 
development and agriculture. He said the government 

will make efforts for relocation of the Chinese indus-
tries at Pakistan’s Special Economic Zones.
The Prime Minister said the government has dealt with 
the Covid-19 challenge in an effective manager. He said 
Pakistan is among the few countries, which have been 
appreciated by the WHO for better handling the pan-
demic. He said we followed the policy of saving lives as 
well as livelihood of people.
Prime Minister Imran Khan has congratulated all the 
exporters on achieving record exports last month 
with a growth of 18 percent over the previous year.In 
a tweet, he appreciated the development and urged the 
exporters to keep up this trend.The Prime Minister said 
a major pillar of our government’s economic policy is 
export enhancement and we will provide full support 
to promote export culture.
Prime Minister Imran Khan says we are moving for-
ward to making Pakistan a welfare state. In a series of 
tweets today (Friday), he said our Ehsaas programme 
provides social security and our health card scheme 
provides the poor with proper medical access.The 
Prime Minister said my New Year resolution for 2021 
is to complete two projects. One, universal health cov-
erage to all our citizens. It has begun in Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa and will soon be launched in Punjab and 
Gilgit-Baltistan. He said we hope other provinces will 
replicate this programme. VoM

Pak-China industrial partnership to uplift industrial sector: PM 
Pak moving in right trajectory with goals oriented policy of socio-economic prosperity: PM

Commander Djibouti Navy 
acknowledges Pakistan 
Navy’s contribution to 

regional maritime security
President of Djibouti national 

parliament & commander Djibouti navy 
visits Pak Navy Headquarters

ISLAMABAD
President of Djibouti National Parliament, H.E 
Mohamed Ali Houmed and Commander Dji-
bouti Navy, Lt Col Ahmed Daher Djama along 
with delegation visited Naval Headquarters, 
Islamabad. 
Upon arrival at Naval Headquarters the visit-
ing dignitaries were welcomed by Chief of the 
Naval Staff, Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan 
Niazi. Later, during separate Call-ons with Naval 
Chief, both dignitaries discussed matters of mu-
tual interest and cooperation. A briefing session 
was also held in which the visiting Commander 
Djibouti Navy was apprised of Pakistan Navy’s 
contribution to regional maritime security. Vari-
ous aspects of collaboration between the two 
navies and avenues of further enhancing bilat-
eral relationship were also discussed. 
Both sides agreed on the need to improve bi-
lateral naval cooperation. It is expected that the 
significant interactions with political and mili-
tary leadership will open new vistas of mutual 
cooperation between the two countries in gen-
eral and the navies in particular. Earlier the host 
delegation also met with The Prime Minister 
who underlined the salience of Pakistan’s “En-
gage Africa” policy which aims at forging closer 
ties with the Continent by expanding Pakistan’s 
diplomatic footprint and deepening economic 
engagement. 
The Prime Minister further underlined that Pak-
istan would soon be establishing its resident dip-
lomatic Mission in Djibouti. Both sides affirmed 
the shared desire to broaden bilateral coopera-
tion in diverse fields. The Prime Minister and the 
visiting delegation also exchanged views on the 
importance of peace and security in neighboring 
regional context of both Pakistan and Djibouti. 
President National Assembly of Djibouti appre-
ciated Pakistan’s historical support.
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US sanctions on Iran

Countries around the world are at odds over the issue of nu-
clear proliferation. Ascertain nations intend to construct their 
nuclear guards, others mean to diminish or stop expansion. 
Iran and the United States are a relevant illustration of the 
previous and the last mentioned. To guarantee the global 
community’s security, the U.S. Government and its partners 

enforce economic sanctions on Iran to foil the progression of materials 
and funds required for the nation to develop its nuclear missile programs. 
The Trump administration considered it the greatest sanctions action 
the United States had ever imposed on Iran. Iran’s leader considered it 
a demonstration of “economic war” and said his nation would win. The 
bundle of serious monetary sanctions forced against Iran by the United 
States is the main part of President Trump’s decision to surrender the 
Iranian atomic agreement of 2015, which Trump has portrayed as a ca-
tastrophe. The punishments incorporate some vast exemptions that could 
sabotage their effect, among them: Iran’s greatest oil clients, similar to 
China and India, weren’t penalized, at any rate for a half year. According 
to the Iranians, the United States has violated the international law for 
reneging on an agreement which they had signed with Iran and five other 
major powers: China, Britain, Russia, Germany, and France; All of them still 
support the accord, and its validity was reaffirmed by a United Nations 
Security Council resolution. It is obvious that Iran is against the sanctions, 
saying that they are a type of “economic warfare.” No measure of pressure 
and mischief will have the option to break their country’s assurance to 
seek defense ad shield its legitimate and natural rights. The problem with 
the debate on US sanctions on Iran is whether the US is bullying Iran, the 
answer is that the US is only protecting itself from a situation that poses 
a great threat to the US government and its citizens. 

EU and China Investment 
Deal

The European Union and China agreed to a multi-billion-euro 
investment deal that will give European companies consider-
able approach to Chinese business sectors and help change 
what Europe sees as uneven monetary ties, amid denuncia-
tion about the country’s human rights record. The agreement 
has been painstakingly negotiated for almost seven years 

in the making and is probably going to require at least one more year to 
go into force, it will need the approval of the European Parliament next 
year if it is going to become law. It forms part of a new relationship with 
China, which the EU sees as both a partner and a systemic rival. Senior EU 
authorities and leaders joined a conference call with Chinese President Xi 
Jinping to announce the agreement. Xi said the EU will offer greater mar-
kets and a better business environment for both Chinese and European 
investments, and the European firms will gain access to operating in China 
in sectors including real estate, manufacturing, hospitals, telecom services, 
electric cars, consulting, and advertising. In turn, EU officials agreed that 
China will ban the forced transfer of technology from foreign companies 
and has pledged to be more transparent about state subsidies and ban 
state-owned enterprises from putting foreign investors at a disadvantage. 
As a trade-off for better access to the bloc’s market, Beijing will accom-
modate to reveal a list of subsidies given to assigned sectors every year 
since both parties are permitted to maintain their respective investment 
screening protocols. EU officials said that if China falls through to execute 
parts of the investment pact, the bloc could retaliate by lowering market 
access. Foreign companies that do not agree with these expectations and 
do not make these acclimations could endanger their abiding business 
prospects.
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Today in History

Historical perspective of Palestine dispute

Palestine is the land of prophets. Many proph-
ets were born or died in Palestine, includ-
ing Prophets Ibrahim (Abraham), Lut (Lot), 
Dawood (David), Suleiman (Solomon), Musa 
(Moses), and Isa (Jesus), alayhimu-salam.
Baitul-Maqdis in Palestine was the first Qibla 

(direction in which Muslims face when praying) too, and 
Muslims prayed facing Baitul-Maqdis for around 14 years, 
after which Allah ordered the Qibla to be changed towards 
the Kaabah in Makkah.
The Canaanites are the earliest known inhabitants of 
Palestine. They were thought to have lived in Palestine in the 
third millennium BC. Then Pharaonic Egypt controlled the 
area for much of the second millennium BC. Prophet Musa, 
alayhi-salam, was born in Palestine during this time. When 
Egyptian power began to weaken, new invaders appeared: 
the Hebrews, a group of Semitic tribes from Mesopotamia; 
and the Philistines, after whom the country (Philistia) was 
later named, an Aegean people of Indo-European stock. The 
Israelites, a confederation of Hebrew tribes, defeated the 
Canaanites, but the struggle with the Philistines was more 
difficult. The Philistines had established an independent 
state on the southern coast of Palestine and controlled the 
Canaanite town of Jerusalem. The Philistines were superior 
in military organization and severely defeated the Israelites 
in about 1050 BC.

Then, in around 995 BC, Prophet Dawood, alayhi-salam, 
Israel’s king, united the Hebrew tribes and eventually 
defeated the Philistines. The three groups (Canaanites, 
Philistines, and Israelites) assimilated with each other 
over the years. The unity of Israelite tribes enabled Prophet 
Dawood, alayhi-salam, to establish a large independ-
ent state, with its capital at Jerusalem. After the death of 
Prophet Dawood, alayhi-salam, in around 961 BC Prophet 
Sulayman, alayhi-salam, his son, became the new king of 
Israel.
After the emergence of nationalistic approach among the 
European, Israelis also felt the desire of nationalism. In 1880 
this feeling became a pragmatic theory among Israelis, po-
litical minded Jewish groups stressed upon the need to get 
a separate Zionist state for them. In 1896 they started an 
organized campaign regarding their homeland. 
In 1896 “HERZAL” who was French Jewish wrote a book 
by the name of “THE JEWISH STATE”, the same person 
gathered Israelis in 1897 and established first Zionist con-
gress. This congress predicted that the dream for a sepa-
rate state for them would soon come true. In that period 
Turkish were ruling the whole Middle East. In 1917 Britain 
invaded the area of Palestine by defeating Turkey and made 
promise to Jewish regarding division of area and their share 
for separate state. League of Nations decided to give this 
area under the rule of Britain for its development. In 1937 
Britain presented a suggestion for the division of area in 
order to establish two separate states, Palestine and Israel. 
Jewish accepted that suggestion but Arabs denied and there 
started a Theoretical war.
After 2nd world war Britain’s economical position became 
so poor that it presented this dispute in United Nations on 
29th of November 1947. General Assembly passed a reso-
lution for division of area. Jewish accepted as 56% area of 
Palestine was going to become their property, but Arabs 
refused. In 1948, six Arab countries attacked Israel. During 

the war 7 lac Palestinians left their homes, 10% shifted to 
Jordan, 10% to Syria and 14% to other countries, compara-
tively 5 lac 80 thousand Jewish migrated towards Israel 
from the Arab world. 6 lac from Europe 60 thousand from 
Iran, 20 thousand from India and 1 lac from Russia.
The reason for providing these facts is to see and learn 
the pragmatic approach which Israelis adopted from the 
beginning of this issue. 80% land of Palestine was Jordan’s 
property and Gaza strip was Egypt’s regime. The people 
who migrated from Palestine towards Arab countries, in-
stead of united those refuges, Arabs left them to their own.
In 1946 PLO (Palestine Liberation Organization) was es-
tablished for the purpose of ensuring struggle for freedom 
and a separate land. In 1976 Israel Army attacked some of 
the Arab countries and invaded some land of Egypt. Arab 
countries claimed that they would not give up, but that was 
only a statement and so called claim and reality was beyond 
this statement.
In 1979 there came a dramatic change when president 
“SADAT” of Egypt visited Israel and after discussion Egypt 
accepted Israel as a separate nation and Israel returned the 
invaded land of Egypt. PLO tried to solve this issue through 
dialogue, but it became a problem when PLO divided into 
two parts, one in favour of dialogue by the name of “AL-
FATHA” and the other one in favour of armed struggle by 
the name of “HAMMAS”. Since then there are many ups and 
downs with regards to Palestine issue. Israel’s annexation 
policy is also very much evident.  Whatever happened in 
the past, there should be pragmatic approach to be adopted 
to solve this issue. 

‘Star Wars’ legend Mark Hamill reacts to the ‘unexpected’ cameo 
on ‘The Mandalorian’ season finale

BEVERLY HILLS
Mark Hamill is as amazed as the rest of us about 

the cameo of his legendary “Star Wars” character 
Luke Skywalker in the season two finale of “The 
Mandalorian.” Two weeks after the finale aired 
- featuring a de-aged Skywalker (which Hamill 
voice for the episode) cutting through stormtroop-
ers and Dark Troopers to rescue Mando and 
Grogu - the actor took to Instagram to show his 
appreciation for the appearance. “Sometimes the 
greatest gifts are the most unexpected and some-
thing you never realized you wanted until it was 
given,” Hamill wrote with a picture of a hooded 
Skywalker from the episode’s end. He finished the 
post by writing “#ThankYouJonAndDave,” refer-
ring to show creator Jon Favreau and executive 
producer Dave Filoni. Skywalker’s appearance has 
found huge acclaim in the “Star Wars” fanbase, 
but Favreau has admitted that it was strenuous 
to keep the cameo a secret. “It was very tricky 
because it’s very hard to keep a secret nowadays, 
especially with ‘Star Wars,’ because people are so 
curious about it and there are so many people in-
volved with the process,” he told “Good Morning 
America” the Monday after the episode aired. 
“Every piece of casting leaked,” Favreau contin-
ued. “We were so scared right up ‘til it aired that 
our surprise cameo was gonna leak, too.” The 
actor who doubled as Hamill in the scene that 
featured the de-aged Skywalker was Max Lloyd-
Jones, and along with voicing the character, Hamill 
was also on the set supervising the cameo, ac-

cording to Favreau. There was also praise for the 
music accompanying the Skywalker cameo. “The 
Mandalorian” composer Ludwig Göransson ex-
plained to Insider how he created the score for the 
sequence, which he knew would be memorable. 
“I basically wrote a new theme for Luke there be-
cause I wanted the reveal to be a surprise, I didn’t 
want to hint at anything,” he said. “When you see 
him show up in the X-Wing, there’s electric gui-

tar and a children’s choir playing. It kind of sets 
the tone. Then by the end, it’s a nice transition 
from heroic mystery theme into the Force theme.” 
When the hooded Jedi is revealed to be Skywalker, 
the score moves to the familiar horns of the John 
Williams-created Skywalker theme. “When Luke 
takes his hood off we all wanted people at home 
to stand up on their feet and feel this power,” 
Göransson said.

Nasa launching missions to study the Sun in 
attempt to understand dangerous ‘space weather’

SHANGHAI
Nasa is launching two missions that will at-

tempt to understand the Sun and the potential 
danger it poses to Earth. The two newly ap-
proved missions will look at heliophysics, or 
the Sun and its effects on the objects around it. 
They will do so in the hope of better understand-
ing the space weather that is driven by the Sun. 
That weather can potentially endanger human 
technology and the work of space travellers, and 
researchers hope that further study of it could 
allow for it to be better predicted in the hope of 
providing protection to Earth. Nasa said that it 
has approved two related missions: the Extreme 
Ultraviolet High-Throughput Spectroscopic 
Telescope Epsilon Mission, or EUVST, which will 
be led by the Japanese space agency JAXA; and 
the Electrojet Zeeman Imaging Explorer, or EZIE. 
The first will launch in 2026, and takes the form 
of a solar telescope, to which Nasa will provide 
a host of components. It will look to under-
stand how the Sun’s atmosphere releases solar 
winds and pushes out eruptions of solar mate-
rial. Those phenomena come out of the Sun but 
spread throughout the solar system, affecting 
all of the objects in it, including our Earth. The 
second will study the electric currents in Earth’s 
atmosphere, and will be launched sometime after 
June 2024. It will look at the way electric currents 
link aurora – such as the northern lights – to the 

Earth’s magnetosphere, seeking to better under-
stand the Earth’s space weather system and how 
it responds to activity on the Sun. It is made up 
of three satellites that will look at changes in the 
“auroral electrojet”, which is an electric current 
that goes around the Earth’s atmosphere and 
extends away from it. Though such phenomena 
is responsible for the aurora that are regarded 
as one of the world’s most beautiful sights, they 
can also pose a risk to life on Earth – and away 
from it. Such space weather can interfere with 
radio and other communication systems and 
power grids on the Earth, and can pose a risk 
to spacecraft in orbit. “We are very pleased to 
add these new missions to the growing fleet of 
satellites that are studying our Sun-Earth system 
using an amazing array of unprecedented obser-
vational tools,” said Thomas Zurbuchen, associate 
administrator for science at NASA Headquarters 
in Washington, in a statement.

Islamabad 
H.E. MATSUDA Kuninori, Ambassador of Japan to 

Pakistan, has reiterated his commitment to con-
tinue working with partners in Pakistan for the 
common agenda of peace, stability and develop-
ment of the country aiming to further deepen the 
amicable relations between the two countries.

Ambassador MATSUDA, in his message of fe-
licitation on the eve of new year, has stated that 
despite the hardships under COVID-19, he is 
happy to note that the relations between Japan 
and Pakistan remained steadfast and grew fur-
ther stronger during 2020. “Japan and Pakistan 
continue to face the challenges together such as 
floods, locusts, and the novel coronavirus. 

I would like to pay tribute to the resilience, en-
durance and courage of the people of Pakistan 
in the face of coronavirus pandemic and other 
natural disasters”, said the Ambassador.On COVID-
19 assistance to Pakistan, the Ambassador has 

said that as a traditional friend of Pakistan, the 
Government and the People of Japan have continu-
ously extended support to Pakistan on combatting 
the novel coronavirus.

  Japan delivered diagnostic kits in the begin-
ning of February, three weeks before the first case 
was reported in Pakistan, provided a total of USD 
7.41 million to Pakistan through international 
organizations and extended a grant assistance 
of JPY 1 billion (approx. USD 9.5 million) for en-
hancing Pakistan’s capacity to confront COVID-
19 and other infectious diseases, adding said the 
Ambassador.

While appreciating the peace process in 
Afghanistan, the Ambassador has said that 2020 
heralded a new dawn for peace and stability in 
the region with the signing of a peace agreement 
between the U.S. Government and the Taliban in 
February and the agreement on the procedures of 
the peace negotiations between the Government 

of Afghanistan and the Taliban in December. 
The Government of Japan welcomes this de-

velopment and appreciates the role played by 
Pakistan. The Ambassador further said that the 
New Year brings many exciting things in store for 
all of us. Among them area the Tokyo Olympics, 
now scheduled to be held in July 2021 and the 
Tokyo Paralympics scheduled in August 2021.

 I look forward to seeing the world unite through 
the power of sports. The Ambassador reaffirmed 
that the Embassy of Japan and he will continue 
working with esteemed partners in Pakistan to 
contribute to peace, stability and development. 
“It is my firm belief that the friendly relations 
between Japan and Pakistan would grow further 
stronger in the years ahead”, said the Ambassador.

The Ambassador wished good health, prosperity 
and happiness in 2021 for the people of Pakistan 
and prayed for the realization of their beautiful 
dreams and hopes in the New Year.  

Ambassador of Japan greets Pakistani people on New Year; expresses resolve to 
further deepen Japan-Pakistan relations in all spheres

TAT Special

On January 2, 1971, 66 football (soc-
cer) fans are killed in a stampede at 
a stadium in Glasgow, Scotland, as 
they attempt to leave a game after 
a late goal by the home team. Initial 
reports suggested that the disaster 

was caused by fans returning to their seats after 
hearing of the last goal, but in fact it was simply 
the crush of spectators all leaving at the same time 
on the same stairway that led to tragedy. This was 
not the first time that disaster had struck the sta-
dium. Ibrox Stadium was built on the south side 
of Glasgow in 1900 and suffered its first serious 
incident only two years later. Just minutes into 
a match between England and Scotland on April 
5, 1902, the weight of the fans on the stadium’s 
wooden west terrace caused a partial collapse of 
the structure. Dozens of spectators fell 45 feet to 
the ground. To make matters worse, the collapse 
caused a general panic and hundreds of people 
were injured in the subsequent rush to the exits. 
In September 1961, a crush of fans on stairway 
13 killed two people and injured scores of others. 
This same stairway was the site of eight serious 
injuries at a match in September 1967 and 24 
more injuries in January 1969. Still, no design or 
safety changes had been made to the stairway by 
the time the Rangers played a home match against 

Celtic on January 2, 1971, in front of 80,000 fans. 
The game was a scoreless tie until Celtic took the 
lead with minutes left. However, Ranger Colin Stein 
scored the equalizer with just seconds remaining 
and the excited home crowd exited quickly on the 
cold, misty afternoon. At the top of stairway 13, 

a few metal railings bent and collapsed with the 
weight of the crowd, and people began to fall for-
ward down the stairs. Sixty-six people–65 men and 
one woman, 18-year-old Margaret Ferguson–were 
suffocated and crushed to death in the resulting 
chaos. Another 145 were seriously injured.

January 02, 1971, Football fans crushed in stadium stampede
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Katie Price and Peter 
Andre’s daughter Princess 

banned from TikTok

DUBAI
Katie Price and Peter Andre’s daughter Princess 
has been banned from TikTok. The former couple’s 
13-year-old daughter - who had 120,000 followers 
on the viral video platform - has been left “annoyed” 
by the site’s decision to block her account. Princess 
shared a screenshot on Instagram from TikTok, which 
read: “Your account was permanently banned due to 
multiple violations of our Community Guidelines”. 
However, the teenager insisted she has only been 
posting “normal” content, and she’s sure she will re-
gain access to her account. She later addressed the 
situation further on her Instagram Story, and said: 
“My TikTok has been banned again and I’m quite 
annoyed because… Yeah, I’m annoyed. “I didn’t do 
anything wrong, all I did is post normal videos, like I 
do, and it’s already been banned once before. “I don’t 
know why it’s been banned again, hopefully, I’ll get 
it back but yeah, it’s just a bit annoying.” She added: 
“So if you guys have been following my TikTok you 
will probably see it’s gone but hopefully I’ll get it 
back.”Princess was able to get her account reactivated 
after she was first banned from TikTok. VoM

Katherine Schwarzenegger 
Shares Photo of Daughter Lyla 

During Her First Beach Trip

DUBAI
To mark her first Christmas as a mom, Katherine 
Schwarzenegger opened up about how 2020 was “a 
wild time to embark on this journey of motherhood.” 
On New Year’s Eve, she shared a rare photo of daughter 
Lyla on Instagram during her first time at the beach. 
“Closing out 2020 with a quiet beach walk (and a 
first beach experience for one of us),” she wrote 
alongside a photo of herself and husband Chris Pratt, 
which includes a glimpse of their little one in a cute 
pom-pom hat. The second photo in the carousel is of 
Schwarzenegger posing near the water with Lyla in 
her carrier. VoM

Archie makes guest 
appearance during Harry 
and Meghan first podcast 

DUBAI
Prince Harry and Meghan Markle’s one-and-a-half-year-old 
son Archie made a guest appearance during the couple’s 
first podcast episode, marking the first time royal fans 
have heard the toddler speak. On Tuesday, the Duke and 
Duchess of Sussex released their first Spotify podcast, a 
Holiday Special episode, which featured guests including 
Sir Elton John, Stacey Abrams, James Corden, author Matt 
Haig and George the Poet. During the 33-minute episode 
released by the duke and duchess’s newly formed Archewell 
Audio production company, the couple focused much of 
the conversation on positive life lessons and acts of kind-
ness amid the pandemic. However, towards the end of the 
holiday special, Meghan and Harry’s son Archie Harrison 
Mountbatten-Windsor also took the opportunity to say a few 
words, at the prompting of his parents. “You can speak into 
it,” Prince Harry can be heard telling his son, before Meghan 
asks: “Archie, is it fun?” The 19-month-old repeats after his 
mother and says: “Fun,” prompting the duchess to laugh. 
The duke then directs Archie to repeat after him, starting: 
“Happy,” followed by “new”. After repeating “new,” Archie 
was able to complete the well-wishes on his own, speaking 
into the microphone: “New...Year.”The sweet conversation 
was met with laughter from Archie’s parents, with Meghan 
exclaiming: “Yay!” while Harry added: “Boom.” VoM

Bureau Reuter
DUBAI  

The long wait for the second Dakar Rally 
to take place in Saudi Arabia is over. On 
Sunday, the first stage of the world’s most 
famous desert rally will start in Jeddah as 
the competitors tackle the 622 km route of 
tracks and valleys that lead to Bisha. Saudi 
hopes will rest on the shoulders of Yazeed 
Al Rajhi, of Overdrive Toyota in the car cat-
egory, who thanked the country’s leaders 
for hosting the competition and promised 

a better showing than last year. “Last year 
we had some problems with navigation, 
we lost a lot of time, but were happy to fin-
ish fourth,” the 39-year-old said at a press 
conference held by the Dakar Rally organi-
zation. ‘ “Last year Dirk [von Zitzewitz, his 
co-driver] couldn’t come with me because 
he had a back injury, and now he’s back. I’m 
sure he can do a great job, and our target 
is to win.” Saudi Arabia had held the 42nd 
edition of the race, and the country’s first, in 
January of last year, and for veteran and new 
competitors, the Dakar Rally remains one 
of motorsports most coveted competitions. 
Whether in the motorcycle, lightweight ve-
hicles, trucks or car categories, the partici-
pants have been raring to go since arriving 
in Jeddah, and after Saturday’s Prologue, 
will finally tackle the Kingdom’s desert 
landscape. Team Peugeot Total’s Stéphane 
Peterhansel, with an astonishing record of 
13 wins and taking part in his 32nd Dakar 
Rally, recalled “that in the beginning, the 
Dakar was a dream and even today it’s still 

not a job, but rather a pleasure.”  When the 
race was announced last June, the Dakar 
Rally organizers promised an entirely new 
route that is more technical and dune-filled 
from start to finish. “Hosting Dakar rally 
across our breathtaking natural landscape 
broke new ground for both Saudi Arabia 
as a nation and Dakar too, with it being 
the first time in the rally’s history to have 
the engines roar in Asia,” said Prince Abdul 
Aziz bin Turki Al-Faisal Al-Saud, Minister of 
Sports, at the time. “We always believed we 
had the key components needed to deliver 
Dakar, and we are thrilled with how amaz-
ing the rally was.” Al Rajhi revealed that 
even as a Saudi he continues to be taken 
aback by the terrain that the competitors 
will have to navigate. From Monday, the next 
11 stages will set out a punishing schedule 
interrupted by only one day of rest. Day 2 
will take place on the dunes between Bisha 
and Wadi Ad-Dawasir, while the action on 
Day 3 will continue in the Empty Quarter of 
Wadi Ad-Dawasir.

Staff Report
Karachi

Pakistan’s all-format captain 
Babar Azam has been named Most 
Valuable Cricketer of the Year and 
White-ball Cricketer of the Year, at 
PCB Awards 2020, for his consist-
ent performances throughout the 
year.  Meanwhile, wicketkeeper-
batsman Mohammad Rizwan, who 
was the second highest run-scorer 
for Pakistan in Tests in 2020, has 
been declared the Test Cricketer 
of the Year. Test cricketer Fawad 
Alam bagged the award for the 
Individual Performance of the 
Year after his century against New 
Zealand in the recently concluded 
first Test. Pacer Naseem Shah, who 
became the youngest cricketer in 
the history of Test cricket to take 
a hat-trick, and rookie wicket-
keeper-batsman Rohail Nazir, cap-

tain of Pakistan Shaheens, bagged 
the awards for the Men’s Emerging 
International Cricketer of the Year 
and the Men’s Emerging Domestic 
Cricketer of the Year, respectively. 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Kamran 
Ghulam, highest run-scorer in the 
ongoing Quaid-e-Azam Trophy, was 
named as the Domestic Cricketer of 
the Year. Aliya Riaz is the Women’s 
Cricketer of the Year, while Fatima 
Sana wins the award for the 
Women’s Emerging Cricketer of 
the Year. Spirit of Cricket award 
went to Pakistan team for visiting 
Bangladesh dressing room after 
their 2-0 win in the T20I series. 
Asif Yaqoob won the award for PCB 
Umpire of the Year. Successful stag-
ing of the Pakistan Super League 
season five in Pakistan was declared 
as the Corporate Achievement of 
the Year. The nominations were 

finalised by an independent panel 
comprising highly respected and 
distinguished cricket personalities. 
In short-listing the nominees, the 
independent jury did not limit it-
self to just player performances, but 
also took into account various other 
factors, such as the opponent, im-
pact, value and contribution of the 
players in the matches and/or dur-
ing the period under consideration.

Progress over circular debt issue, 
rally in regional markets inflate gains

Bureau Report
KARACHI

Investors at the Pakistan stock mar-
ket welcomed 2021 with bullish sen-
timents as the KSE-100 index soared 
over 900 points in intra-day trading 
on Friday. The uptick was supported 
by a rally in regional and global mar-
kets coupled with progress on circular 
debt issue. At the end of the first ses-
sion on Friday, the KSE-100 was trad-
ing at 44,577.33 points after a gain of 
821.95 points or 1.88%. “Government 
officials held a meeting with the in-
dependent power producers (IPPs) at 
the Ministry of Finance and they re-
solved to make payments in three in-
stallments during 2021,” Next Capital 
Managing Director Muzammil Aslam 
told The Express Tribune. Investors 
weighed sentiments on the outcome 
of the meeting and spurred buying 
in power and oil sector scrips, which 
lifted the market upward, he said. 
“The much needed progress on cir-
cular debt issue was welcomed by 
investors,” he said. Alpha Beta Core 

CEO Khurram Schehzad said that KSE-
100 surge came on back of escalation 
in regional and international equity 
markets. He added that the rise in 
KSE-100 index was way lower com-
pared to several regional markets, 
which had skyrocketed during the 
first trading session of the year. “In 

addition, the extension in fixed tax 
regime for the construction sector, 
announced by Prime Minister Imran 
Khan on Thursday, gave a boost to ce-
ment and steel sector scrips,” he said. 
“This in turn fuelled the uptrend at 
the bourse.” The second session of the 
day will resume at 2:00pm.

Bureau Report
GAZA CITY 

At the beginning of 2020, Palestine’s 
GDP was projected to grow by 2.4 per-
cent, compared with nearly 1 percent in 
2019 — the lowest growth since 2014. 
However, the COVID-19 pandemic, com-
bined with the Palestinian Authority’s de-
cision to refused to accept tax revenues 
from Israel, meant those expectations 
were not met. In March, the Palestinian 
Authority (PA) in the West Bank, led by 
President Mahmoud Abbas, declared a 

state of emergency in an attempt to con-
trol the spread of COVID-19. Hamas was 
much slower to accept the reality of the 
situation, finally imposing even stricter 
measures in August following the out-
break of COVID-19 in the Gaza Strip. 
Minister of National Economy Khaled 
Al-Osaily estimated the financial losses 
at about $3 billion, deepening the PA’s 
financial woes stemming from a deficit 
in the public budget estimated at $1.4 
billion. Al-Osaily told Arab News that 
preventive measures had been necessary 
for the health of the community, but at 
the same time constituted a “heavy bur-
den” on the economy. Al-Osaily expected 
growth to decline by more than 11 per-
cent, a rate forecast by the World Bank’s 
Economic Monitoring Report issued in 
June. According to the World Bank re-
port, more than 121,000 workers had 
lost their jobs. Palestinian estimates indi-
cate that 300,000 workers have now lost 

their jobs, either totally or partially, and 
that the reality in Gaza is even bleaker. 
The Businessmen Association in Gaza es-
timated the economic losses due to the 
pandemic at more than $1 billion. The 
General Federation of Palestinian Trade 
Unions chairman Sami Al-Amsi told Arab 
News: “The state of emergency imposed 
by the pandemic has led to the enrol-
ment of between 100,000 and 160,000 
workers in the army of the unemployed.” 
According to the Federation’s monitor-
ing, the unemployment rate in 2020 
exceeded 80 percent. “Coronavirus has 
killed workers, and I am not exaggerat-
ing if I say that there is no worker left at 
his job,” said Al-Amsi. The fact that the 
pandemic coincided with the tax-revenue 
crisis, which began with the PA’s decision 
to sever its relations with Israel in May, 
exacerbated the situation. The latter 
crisis ended abruptly when, at the end 
of November, the PA decided to restore 

its relationship with Israel and receive 
the money. The PA requires between 
$120-150 million monthly for operat-
ing expenses. The taxes Israel collects 
on goods and commodities imported to 
the Palestinian territories from abroad 
constitute about 60 percent of the PA’s 
general budget, with a monthly value 
in excess of 700 million shekels. Israel 
charges 3 percent as a commission for 
collection, as approved by the Paris 
Economic Protocol. Experts say the PA 
reversed its decision to cut ties with 
Israel for two reasons: Joe Biden’s vic-
tory in the US presidential election, and 
its inability to fulfill its economic obli-
gations. Receiving 2.5 billion shekels in 
taxes from Israel helped to revive the 
fragile Palestinian economy following 
an 80 percent decrease in the financial 
revenues of the PA, according to Nasr 
Abdel Kareem, professor of economics 
at Birzeit University. 

Financial losses during pandemic deepen Palestinian woes

Bitcoin touches record 
above $29,000, extend-

ing 2020 rally
Bureaau Report

NEW YORK 
The price of Bitcoin topped $29,000 

on Thursday for the first time, with 
the digital currency almost quadru-
pling in value this year amid height-
ened interest from investors big and 
small alike.The world’s most popular 
cryptocurrency touched $29,300 
before pulling back, most recently 
down 0.67% at $28,774.36. It has 
surged by nearly half since breaking 
$20,000 for the first time on Dec. 16. 
Bitcoin’s potential for quick gains, as 
well as expectations it could become 
a mainstream payment method, has 
attracted demand from larger U.S. in-
vestors, as well as from traders who 
normally stick to equities. “You can 
buy a stock like Amazon, you can buy 
a stock like Apple, and you know what 
you got,” said Dennis Dick, a propri-
etary trader at Bright Trading LLC. 
“Bitcoin you really just have digits on 
a screen and you’re really hoping that 
the guy behind you sees it as being 
worth more than what you just paid 
for it, so it’s a purely speculative view,” 
he said. Still, intrigued by the story be-
hind bitcoin and the traction it was 
getting with institutional investors, he 
put 1% of his net worth into a bitcoin 
fund around five weeks ago, which 
has doubled in value since then, and 
he sold half on Thursday. “When you 
double your money within five weeks, 
if you sell half of it, I figure now you’re 
playing with the house’s money,” he 
said. Recent gains have taken bitcoin’s 
market capitalization past $536 bil-
lion, according to industry website 
CoinMarketCap coinmarketcap.com.

Bureau Report
CAIRO

Egypt’s export earnings during the first 11 
months of 2020 fell to about $22.8 billion 
compared with $23.3 billion for the same 
period the previous year. However, the de-
cline was acceptable in light of the coro-
navirus pandemic and its effects on global 
production, according to Trade Minister 
Nevine Gamea. Gamea had previously pre-
dicted Egyptian exports would exceed $25 
billion by the end of 2020. The Ministry of 
Trade and Industry’s annual harvest report 
showed that sectors that increased exports 
from January to November 2020 included 
building materials ($5.6 billion), medical 
industries ($488 million) and food indus-
tries ($3.1 billion). The biggest markets for 
Egyptian exports during the period included 
the UAE ($2.7 billion), Saudi Arabia ($1.5 
billion), Turkey ($1.4 billion), US ($1.4 bil-
lion) and Italy ($1.1 billion). The minister 
said that exports remain a key government 
priority, and an essential element in bring-
ing in hard currency and increasing cash 
reserves of foreign currencies. She said 
that the ministry has an ambitious plan to 
double the value of merchandise exports to 
$100 billion in the next few years by open-

ing up new markets for Egyptian products, 
especially markets linked to Egypt through 
preferential agreements that allow access to 
about 2 billion people. Gamea said that in 
the face of challenges to global trade result-
ing from the pandemic, Egyptian commod-
ity exports represent a success story — a 
view endorsed by international financial 
institutions, including the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund. She explained 
that maintaining export rates amid the crisis 
reflects the ambitious vision of the ministry 
and its plan to focus on a number of prior-
ity sectors, especially the medical and food 
industries. The ministry plans to improve 

Egyptian industry’s competitiveness and 
open up more markets for the Egyptian 
products, which will create a boom in ex-
port rates during the next phase. Egyptian 
imports witnessed a significant decline be-
tween January and November 2020, reach-
ing about $58.1 billion compared with an 
estimate of $65.8 billion during the same 
period in 2019. The trade balance deficit 
fell by 17 percent compared with the same 
period in 2019, when it recorded about 
$35.3 billion compared with about $42.45 
billion. Gamea said that the figures confirm 
the success of ministry efforts to rationalize 
imports and boost national industry.

Egypt export values dip as pandemic hits trade

Bureau Report
DUBAI

The world’s 100 highest-paid ath-
letes earned $3.6 billion in 2020, a 
fall of just 9 percent compared with 
2019, despite the coronavirus pan-
demic forcing many international 
sporting events to be scrapped or 
postponed during the year. Tennis 
great Roger Federer took the earn-
ings crown in this year’s annual 
Forbes list with $106.3 million, 
followed by footballers Cristiano 
Ronaldo ($105 million) and Lionel 
Messi ($104 million). Scrolling 
down and sitting at number 16 
was mixed martial arts (MMA) 
star Conor McGregor, who took 
home $48 million. While McGregor 
earned $30 million from a fight 
against Donald “Cowboy” Cerrone 
in January 2020 and claimed 
sponsorship deals from the likes 
of Reebok, the feisty Irishman is 
tipped to soar up the rankings in 
2021. First up on Jan. 23 he has a 
fight against Dustin Poirier at Yas 
Island in Abu Dhabi, but the real 
excitement is around his much 
discussed clash with superstar 
Manny Pacquiao. The Filipino’s last 
big fight against Floyd Mayweather 
saw him claim the second spot on 
the 2015 Forbes highest earn-
ings list with a whopping $160 
million haul. “Yeah, both fighters 
want that fight,” McGregor’s agent, 
Audie Attar, founder and CEO of 
Paradigm Sports Management, 
told Arab News. “McGregor is com-
mitted to fighting Manny. There’s 
interest from the fans and we’re 
having active discussions. We’re 
keen on making that event happen 
in 2021.”It helps that Attar man-
ages both McGregor and Pacquiao, 

so the question really is where will 
the fight be staged? “I can tell you 
that we’ve had some conversations 
with different jurisdictions and en-
tities to host,” Attar said. “It’s more 
than money. I think you have to 
look at all the different variables. 
One of the most important things 
is safety, ensuring that the fight-
ers, the camps are safe wherever 
we put this on. And, hopefully, you 
can put it on in a place where you 
can actually have some fans in a 
safe way as well. So you have to 
weigh those elements up. I think 
there are several different things 
to take into consideration when 
making the final decision,” he said. 
The Middle East is certainly on the 
cards. If it was purely about money, 
Saudi Arabia has one of the biggest 
cheque books in the world and is 
keen to develop itself as a major 
global sporting destination as part 
of its Vision 2030 goals. While Attar 
doesn’t rule the Kingdom out, it 
would seem everything is still to 
play for. “First and foremost, I’m 
just impressed. Hats off to the lead-
ership of the Saudi government for 
really starting to execute the 2030 
Vision. I was proud, as an Iraqi 
American, as a Muslim American, 
to see what they’re doing, not only 
for their people, but for the Muslim 
world and the region,” he said.

KSE-100 index jumps over 900 points in 

Dakar Rally kicks off new year of sports in Saudi Arabia

The man aiming to bring 
McGregor v Pacquiao to 

the Middle East

Babar Azam wins big at PCB Awards 2020
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Bureau Report
LONDON 

Brexit took effect in substance on Thurs-
day at the strike of midnight in Brussels, 
or 2300 London time (GMT), at the end 
of a transition period that largely main-
tained the status quo for 11 months after 
Britain formally left the EU on Jan. 31, 
2020.
 “This is an amazing moment for this 
country,” Prime Minister Boris Johnson, 
56, said in his New Year’s Eve message. 
“We have our freedom in our hands and 
it is up to us to make the most of it.” For 
five years, the frenzied gyrations of the 
Brexit crisis dominated European affairs, 
buffeted the sterling markets and tar-
nished the United Kingdom’s reputation 
as a reliable pillar of Western stability. 
Supporters cast Brexit as the dawn of 
a newly independent “global Britain”, 
but the drama has weakened the bonds 
that bind England, Wales, Scotland and 
Northern Ireland. 
After all the vitriol, one of the most 
significant events in European history 
since the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991 
passed with little fanfare: the United 
Kingdom slipped away, shrouded in 
the silence of the COVID-19 crisis. With 
gatherings banned in London and most 

of the country due to soaring rates of in-
fection, there were few outward displays 
of emotion when the Great Bell known as 
Big Ben tolled 11 through a scaffold on 
Thursday night. 
As EU leaders and citizens bade farewell, 
Johnson said there would be no bonfire 
of regulations to build a “bargain base-
ment Dickensian Britain” and that the 
country would remain the “quintessen-
tial European civilization”. 
But Johnson, the face of the Brexit cam-
paign, has been short on detail about 
what he wants to build with Britain’s 
“independence” - or how to do it while 
borrowing record amounts to pay for the 
COVID-19 crisis. 

His 80-year-old father, Stanley Johnson, 
who had voted for Britain to remain 
in the bloc, said he was applying for a 
French passport, which would give him 
rights and freedoms in Europe now inac-
cessible to most Britons. 
In the June 23, 2016, referendum, 17.4 
million voters, or 52%, backed Brexit 
while 16.1 million, or 48%, backed stay-
ing in the bloc. Few have changed their 
minds since. England and Wales voted 
out but Scotland and Northern Ireland 
voted in. 
“Scotland will be back soon, Europe. 
Keep the light on,” Scottish First Minis-
ter Nicola Sturgeon said on Thursday. 
Reuters

The US has violated international 
law and basic norms governing 

international relations by unilater-
ally imposing sanctions on Chinese 
citizens and legal entities in accor-

dance with its domestic laws
BEIJING 

US sanctions have no legal effect on the 
Chinese mainland and in Hong Kong, 
the China Banking and Insurance Regu-
latory Commission (CBIRC) addressed 
in its statement on Thursday, stressing 
that sovereignty is essentially non-ne-
gotiable and core interests are impos-
sible to be compromised. 
As part of an escalating anti-China cam-
paign, the US has unilaterally imposed a 
series of sanctions since last August on 
more than a dozen of Chinese officials 
including Chief Executive of the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative Region 
(HKSAR) Carrie Lam. The sanctions in-
cluded allowing US authorities to freeze 
these officials’ assets and prohibit US 
firms from doing businesses with them. 
The US has violated international law 
and basic norms governing internation-
al relations by unilaterally imposing 
sanctions on Chinese citizens and legal 
entities in accordance with its domestic 
laws, CBIRC noted in the statement.

 “We will firmly uphold national sov-
ereignty, security and development in-
terests, support financial institutions 
in conducting their businesses in ac-
cordance with the law, and provide fair 
and quality financial services to all cli-
ents, including citizens from Hong Kong 
and the mainland,” it said. According to 
the CBIRC, a number of new foreign in-
stitutions have been established in the 
banking and insurance industries over 
the past year and quite a few of them 
are from the US. Both Chinese and US 
enterprises and citizens have benefited 
from the extensive financial coopera-
tion between the two countries. 
“A stable China-US relationship not 
only serves the fundamental interests 
of the people in the two countries, but 
also represents the common expecta-
tions of the international community, 
Several Chinese officials and prominent 
academics on Hong Kong affairs said 

the looming US sanctions on at least 12 
Chinese officials would not be as mean-
ingful as several Hong Kong-related 
bills passed by the US Congress since 
the social turmoil in the Chinese city in 
2019. Those so-called punitive moves 
made by Washington are purely politi-
cal gestures.
 Following media reports that the US 
government has been mulling new 
sanctions on at least 12 Chinese offi-
cials for the recent disqualification of 
Hong Kong Legislative Council (LegCo) 
lawmakers, Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Hua Chunying reiterated 
China’s position against US interfer-
ence in China’s internal affairs through 
Hong Kong-related issues, which Hua 
said has always been obvious. Reuters 
reported on Monday that the US is pre-
paring to impose sanctions on at least 
a dozen Chinese officials “over their 
alleged role” in the disqualification of 
some lawmakers in Hong Kong, and the 
move will target 
Communist Party of China (CPC) offi-
cials, including those from the National 
People’s Congress (NPC), China’s top 
legislature. The measures include freez-
ing their assets and financial sanctions, 
Reuters said, citing unnamed sources. 
Xinhua

Int’l community must acknowledge 
Pak’s counter-terrorism, ensuring 

peace efforts: Analysts
ISLAMABAD 

Pakistan has urged United Nations Secre-
tary General Antonio Guterres to ask India 
to drop “fabricated charges” against the 
leader of Kashmiri organization “Dukhta-
ran-e-Millat” Asiya Andrabi and to provide 
her complete legal protections.
In a letter to the UN Chief, Ambassador Mu-
nir Akram said India’s systemic crackdown 
of the legitimate and indigenous freedom 
movement in Kashmir cannot be given a 
free pass.
The Pakistani envoy wrote that with Indian 
judiciary showing little proclivity to stand 
up for the rights of Kashmiris, there is an 
imminent and real threat to the life of Ms. 
Andrabi, and her associates, who are staring 
at a real possibility of a judicial murder.
On the other hand analysts stated that it is 
high time when international community 
should acknowledge Pakistan’s counter-
terrorism and peace efforts, and stop In-
dian troops in committing massive human 
rights violations in Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir. Pakistan believes in 

peaceful co-existence with all neighbouring 
counties. Unfortunately, India has intensi-
fied tension and is committing ceasefire 
violations along the Line of Control to pave 
the way for some major adventure against 
Pakistan and Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
(AJK), and is fanning war hysteria in the 
region through frequent violations of the 
ceasefire. India has misconstrued Pakistan’s 
patience, restraint and the desire for peace 
as its weakness, but any adventurism by In-
dia will have serious consequences.
Pakistan achieved many successes at for-
eign front in 2020. Pakistan’s leadership 
played crucial role in Afghan peace process 
for regional stability by facilitating US-Tal-
iban Peace Agreement in February 2020.  
Throughout the year, Pakistan advocated 
effective diplomatic policy to expose India’s 
state sponsored terrorism and disinfor-
mation agenda against Pakistan. India has 
failed in suppressing the voice of Kashmiris 
through use of brute force. Prime Minister 
Imran Khan paid his maiden visit to Afghan-
istan in 2020, and laid down the foundation 
of a shared vision for a comprehensive bilat-
eral partnership between the two countries. 
APP

 Pakistan shares dividends of China’s poverty 
reduction experience: Report

ISLAMABAD 
The stunning achievement of poverty reduction has not only 
improved lives in China but also through its newly established 
Belt and Road Initiative is sharing the dividends to the regions 
beyond China, says a report published by Gwadar Pro on Fri-
day.Pakistan as one of the important partners through China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor is receiving the uplift at the same 
time where the project is at the second phase focusing on lift-
ing the people from poverty apart from focusing on agricul-
ture and industrial cooperation.
Recently, an online international forum “International Forum 
on Sharing Poverty Reduction Experience” was held in Bei-
jing.The forum was hosted by State Council Leading Group 
Office of Poverty Alleviation and Development (LGOP) and 
organized by International Poverty Reduction Center in China 
(IPRCC), bringing together almost 200 representatives from 
60 countries.According to the report, celebrating and host-
ing such a conference on a global scale especially at the end 
of 2020 is symbolic in nature as the year is significant when 
China is completing its important millstone related to poverty 
alleviation.
The main theme of this forum was about sharing poverty 
reduction experience with other fellow countries and their 
statesmen.Among them were representatives from African 
and South East Asian countries. With a strong congratulatory 

note from President Xi Jinping highlighting the importance of 
the Chinese quest and miraculous development efforts to alle-
viate poverty, the forum was a true learning platform for many 
countries to know deeper the Chinese experience.
The forum was a unique opportunity to know in depth about 
the strategies, methods and plans of how China has been able 
to alleviate poverty from its roots even after facing tremen-
dous challenges on the way.
Message by President Xi echo the fact that how strongly the 
incumbent leadership paved the way through the wisdom of 
centuries and believe on the future and emerging trends, navi-
gate the nation through the challenging times ahead.
The milestone is marked with fanfare as the Communist Party 
of China is to celebrate 100 years of its foundation.
The year 2020 is a landmark year in China’s overall strategic 
goals set forth for the country. VoM

Ehsaas program touched the lives 
of half the country’s population 

amid the COVID-19 crises

  Indian forces are carrying 
out worst genocide of 

Kashmiri people in IIOJK: 
Shehryar Afridi

Islamabad 
The World Economic Forum released the Global Com-
petitiveness Report 2020 earlier this month. Mr. Amir 
Jahangir, Chief Executive Officer of Mishal Pakistan, a 
Country Partner Institute of New Economy and So-
cieties Platform, World Economic Forum called on 
Honorable Mr. Justice, Javed Iqbal, Chairman National 
Accountability Bureau (NAB) at NAB headquarters, 
Islamabad.Honorable Mr. Justice, Javed Iqbal,
 Chairman National Accountability Bureau (NAB) 
thanked Mr. Amir Jahangir, Chief Executive Officer of 
Mishal Pakistan, a Country Partner Institute of New 
Economy and Societies Platform, World Economic Fo-
rum for their confidence and appreciation of efforts of 
NAB undertaken in eradication of corruption and re-
covered Rs. 714 billion through directly and indirectly 
from corrupt elements as NAB’s faith is corruption 
free Pakistan.
 There are more than 1230 corruption references 
of NAB are under trial in the respected Accountabil-
ity Courts of the Country and their approximately 
amount is Rs. 947 billion. NAB under clause 33-C of 
NAO, 1999 has adopted strategy of aware and preven-
tion to aware people about the ill effects of corruption 
which is the mother of all evils.Mr. Amir Jahangir said 
that the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) Paki-
stan is playing a vital role.

Kafaalat, Emergency Cash, Undergraduate 
Scholarship, Nashonuma, Langars, Inter-

est Free Loans, Amdan are key emblems of 
Ehsaas program

ISLAMABAD
Since the launch of Ehsaas as an umbrella programme on 
March 27, 2019 by the Prime Minister Imran Khan, many 
transformative initiatives and policy reforms have effectively 
been implemented nationwide.

 Some of the Ehsaas’ early wins across various sectors include: 
Kafaalat, Emergency Cash, Undergraduate Scholarship, 
Nashonuma, Langars, Interest Free Loans, Amdan and several 
others. Looking back at 2020, Ehsaas touched the lives of half 
the country’s population amid the COVID-19 crises. Mitigating 
the pandemic’s socioeconomic damage, the government 
launched the Ehsaas Emergency Cash programme that 
has been widely acknowledged and showcased worldwide. 
Rolled out within ten days after lockdown began, it delivered 
one-time cash grants to 14.8 million deserving households 
(100 million people) with disbursements reaching Rs. 179 
billion. In 2020, Ehsaas Undergraduate Scholarships granted 
50,762 need cum merit-based scholarships to undergraduate 
students from the low-income backgrounds;

 Ehsaas interest free loans supported more than 1 million 
borrowers (46% women) through loans worth Rs. 37 billion 
to run small entreprises, Ehsaas Amdan transferred small 
income-generating assets worth Rs. 2 billion to 34,812 
deserving households to graduate them out of poverty and 
Ehsaas Nashonuma opened 29 centers in 8 districts of the 
country to tackle stunting among pregnant and lactating 
mothers, and children under 2 through a mix of conditional 
cash transfers and specialized nutritious food. By the end of 
Feb 2021, 19 more centers are opening in 6 districts. Also 
contributing to the socio-economic mainstreaming of the 
poorest, the Ehsaas Kafaalat provided unconditional cash 
transfers along with saving bank accounts for millions of 
deserving households. 

As part of the recent enhancement through PM’s approval, 
the number of Kafaalat recipients has been increased from 
currently 4.6 to 7 million; a new Ehsaas Kafaalat for Special 
Persons Policy has also been announced bringing 2 million 
deserving families with a disabled person into the fold of 
Kafaalat. Consolidating high-end technology, widespread 
Ehsaas Kafaalat reforms have also been introduced to ensure 
integrity specifically payment through bank branches, device 
restrictions and many other transparency and safety protocols 
and measures. To enroll deserving households in Ehsaas, the 
digitally enabled Ehsaas survey is ongoing in various districts 
across the country. The game changing survey is currently 
56% complete in the field and is expected to be concluded 
before June 2021 nationwide. VoM

ISLAMABAD   
In accordance with Article-II of the Agree-
ment on Prohibition of Attacks against 
Nuclear Installations and Facilities be-
tween Pakistan and India, signed on 31st 
December 1988, the list of nuclear instal-
lations and facilities in Pakistan was offi-
cially handed over to a representative of the 
Indian High Commission at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs today, at 1100 hrs (PST) The 
Indian Ministry of External Affairs in New 
Delhi handed over the list of Indian Nuclear 
installations and facilities to a representa-
tive of the Pakistan High Commission at 
1130 hrs (IST). 
The Agreement contains the provision that 
both countries inform each other of their 
nuclear installations and facilities on 1st 
January every year. 
This has been done consecutively since 1st 
January 1992. Foreign Office Spokesperson 
Zahid Hafeez Chaudhry has said Pakistan 
wants to have good relations with all its 
neighbors, but irresponsible actions and 
statements from India are imperiling re-
gional peace and security. 
Responding to a question during his weekly 
news briefing in Islamabad today (Friday), 
he said New Delhi’s acts, especially in Indi-

an Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir, 
should immediately be addressed. 
He said India needs to create an enabling 
environment for a meaningful engagement. 
He said regional peace and security will re-
main at stake till India does not refrain from 
taking illegal, inhumane, and unjustified ac-
tion. Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri said Pakistan 
will take every possible measure for the 
welfare of the people of IIOJK and to safe-
guard their interest. He said India deliber-
ately targets civilian populated areas and 
commits unprovoked ceasefire violations. 
He said Pakistan has always taken utmost 
caution to avoid collateral damage, while 
responding to Indian provocations. Reply-
ing to a question regarding Pakistan’s role 
in Afghan Peace Process, Zahid Hafeez 
Chaudhri said we always believe that a po-
litically negotiated settlement is the only 
way forward for durable peace in Afghani-
stan. 
Highlighting three important developments 
regarding Afghan Peace Process during the 
previous year, the Spokesperson said agree-
ment between the Afghan Taliban and the 
United States, initiation of intra-Afghan 
negotiations and agreement on rules and 

procedure will help succeed the dialogue 
process. 
He said Afghan Peace Process has reached 
to a critical stage, where all stakeholders 
should take advantage of this opportunity 
in taking the dialogue initiative to a conclu-
sion. Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri expressed the 
hope that intra-Afghan negotiations that 
are scheduled to start on Tuesday next will 
be productive and move the process for-
ward for durable peace and stability in Af-
ghanistan as well as in the region. 
The Government of Pakistan, today, shared 
with the Indian High Commission in Islam-
abad a list of 319 Indian prisoners in Paki-
stan, including 49 civilians and 270 fisher-
men prisoners. 
This step is consistent with the provisions 
of the Consular Access Agreement between 
Pakistan and India, signed on 21 May 2008, 
under which both countries are required to 
exchange lists of prisoners in each other’s 
custody twice a year, on 1st January and 1st 
July, respectively.The Indian Government 
also simultaneously shared the list of 340 
Pakistani prisoners in India, including 263 
civilians and 77 fishermen with High Com-
mission for Pakistan New Delhi. VoM

Pakistan, India exchange annual list of Nuke 
Installations and prisoners: FO     

Scheduled Intra-Afghan negotiations important for durable peace in Afghanistan & entire region 

    China denounces legal implications of US sanctions on 
Mainland and Hong Kong

Pakistan emphases UN, push India to drop ‘con-
trived case’ against Asiya Andrabi

Second phase of CPEC IS focusing on agricultural 
cooperation, poverty reduction in Pakistan 

NAB is playing a vital 
role in eradicating 

menace of corruption

Pakistani media needs to raise aware-
ness among our youth that how Indian 
proxies spread lies through fake NGOs, 

media houses and intelligentsia and 
academia to mislead the world

ISLAMABAD
Chairman Kashmir Committee Shehryar Khan 
Afridi Thursday said that EU Disinfo Lab has 
exposed a network of Indian fake proxies in 
violation of international norms and freedom 
of speech and expression.He expressed these 
views while talking to a delegation of the EU-
Pak Friendship Federation. 
The delegation was led by the federation’s 
president Chaudhry Perveiz Iqbal Losar. Syed 
Majid Abbas, Syed Khalid Abbas, Mohammad 
Asif Arshad, Khurram Riaz and Mudassir Hus-
sain were also a part of the delegation.Afridi 
said that the EU Disinfo Lab report, titled as 
‘Indian Chronicles’ has uncovered a massive 
operation targeting international institutions 
and serving Indian interests. He said the report 
resurrected dead media, dead think-tanks and 
NGOs working to target Pakistani and Kashmiri 
interests.“It even resurrected dead people. 
This network is active in Brussels and Geneva 
in producing and amplifying content to under-
mine – primarily – Pakistan,” said the Chairman 
of the Committee, adding that this operation by 
EU Disinfo Lab has busted the world’s biggest 
fake media network.“Despite the fact the EU 
Disinfo Lab has unearthed a massive vicious 
network consisting of Indian proxies targeting 
a sovereign nation with fabricated facts and 
blatant lies, it is unfortunate to note that Paki-
stani media has not been able to fully project 
this issue globally,” he said. 
Afridi said that Pakistani media needs to raise 
awareness among our youth that how Indian 
proxies spread lies through fake NGOs, media 
houses and intelligentsia and academia to mis-
lead the world. Shehryar Khan Afridi said that 
the Pakistani diaspora is our real power and 
Pakistan takes pride in them as they are fight-
ing for Pakistan’s cause abroad.
“You are unsung heroes of Pakistan. Indian forc-
es are carrying out worst genocide of Kashmiri 
people in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir. Kashmir Committee has been working 
days in and days out to project and promote the 
cause of Kashmir freedom struggle and expose 
Indian ploys against the Kashmiri people,”. VoM

With little ado, a divided United Kingdom casts off into 
the Brexit unknown




