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During the civilisation and 
development process of more 
than 5,000 years, the Chinese 
nation has made an indelible 
contribution to the civilisation 
and advancement of mankind

Chinese President

Xi Jinping

Tiger Force
Chinese youth keen to learn from 
‘Tiger Force’ experiences

Step to Mars

China launches its first unmanned mission to Mars Oil prices feel the pressure

The Asian Telegraph

Russia trims lending 
rate to buoy economy

Business recovery un-
equal across industries, 
regions: Central Bank

 Bureau Report
MOSCOW

Russia’s central bank on Friday cut its 
lending rate by 0.25 percentage point to 
4.25 percent to support vulnerable sectors 
of the economy amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The country’s gross domestic prod-
uct will likely decrease by 4.5-5.5 percent 
this year, but the economy will recover to a 
growth of 3.5-4.5 percent in 2021, the bank 
said in a statement. Year-on-year inflation 
rose to 3.2 percent in June from 3 percent 
in May, which was largely due to an increase 
in fruit and vegetable prices, it said. Inflation 
will reach 3.7-4.2 percent in 2020 and 3.5-4 
percent in 2021, the bank predicted. The re-
covery of business activity in Russia is gen-
erally moderate and varies across industries 
and regions, the Central Bank says on Friday. 
“The Russian economy will be recovering 
gradually, as the restrictions are being lifted 
step-by-step. The revival of business activity 
is still moderate and uneven across indus-
tries and regions,” the regulatory noted.

ISLAMABAD 
T h e  A l l - C h i n a  Yo u t h 

Federation has requested the 
government of  Pakistan to 
share operational details of 
the Prime Minister’s Corona 
Rel ief  Tiger  Force (CRTF). 
The CRTF, formed on instruc-
tion of Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, has started receiving 
i n tern a t i on a l  a cc l a i m a n d 
being hailed for its business 
model. In a letter penned by 
All-China Youth Federation 
to the Special  Assistant to 
the Prime Minister (SAPM) 
on Youth Affairs Muhammad 
Usman Dar, it is requested to 
share the operational details 
of the force. “We are informed 
that in a recent month, Usman 
Dar has been leading a cam-
paign called ‘Tiger Force’, pro-
moting the engagement of the 
youth voluntaries of all  the 
country to f ighting against 
the pandemic.  The Chinese 
Youth are very interested in 
it and hope to learn from it in 

order to enhance voluntary 
service targeting to the pan-
demic fighting and economy 
recovery,” read the letter, for-
warded by the Chinese youth 
federation.  Commenting on 
the development, SAPM Usman 
Dar said he would consult the 
prime minister  before  re-
sponding the All-China Youth 
Federation’s request. He said 
the decision to form the tiger 
force was taken on the basis 
of ground situation. It was a 
visionary decision, he added. 
The CRTF was announced in 
March after the coronavirus 
pandemic broke out in the 
country.  Initially,  it  was as-
signed a task of assisting the 
local administrations in car-
rying out rescue and relief 
activities across the country.
Later,  additional tasks were 
added to their duties includ-
ing tree plantation drive, lo-
custs’ surveillance and other 
services that required more 
human resource. VoM

Terrorist Attack
Soldier martyred, three 

injured in Balochistan: ISPR

COAS General Bajwa calls 
Mohammed bin Salman 

to ask about Saudi King’s 
healthMajor terrorist activity 

averted by Pak Army in 
Buleda, Balochistan

RAWALPINDI 
A soldier was martyred and three others in-
jured when terrorists opened fire on the se-
curity forces in Balochistan’s  Kech district 
on Saturday, said Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR). According to the military’s media 
wing, the militants carried out the ‘fire raid’ 
when the security personnel were on routine 
patrol near Pidarak, 35 kilometer far from 
Turbat city. During exchange of fire, Lance 
Naik Javed Kareeem embraced martyrdom 
and three others sustained bullet injuries, said 
ISPR. The injured soldiers have been evacu-
ated to the hospital. Meanwhile, the security 
forces cordoned off the area and launched 
a search operation. Earlier on July 14, three 
soldiers had martyred and at least eight oth-
ers including an officer were injured in firing 
resorted to by the terrorists in Balochistan’s 
Panjgur district. A convoy of security forces 
had came under a coward attack by terror-
ists near Gichak valley at Panjgur’s Kahan 
area. Three army personnel had martyred and 
eight others including an officer were injured. 
The military media wing, Inter-Services Pub-
lic Relations (ISPR) had said in its statement 
that five wounded officials were in critical 
condition. A key terrorist of a proscribed or-
ganization was killed and a major terrorist 
activity was averted through an Intelligence 
Based Operation in Buleda, Balochistan. Ac-
cording to ISPR, cache of arms and ammuni-
tion, grenades communication equipment and 
IEDs material recovered from the hideout.

RIYADH
Chief of Army Staff  (COAS) General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa called Saudi Arabia’s Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman on Friday to 
inquire about the King Shah Salman’s health. 
According to the SPA, during the phone con-
versation, the COAS wished speedy recovery 
of the Saudi King and conveyed his special 
message to the crown prince. For his part, 
the crown prince thanked General Bajwa for 
his concern. Both leaders also discussed is-
sues of common interest and the latest de-
velopments at the regional and international 
levels. On July 23, Saudi Arabia’s 84-year-old 
ruler, King Salman bin Abdulaziz, underwent 
a successful operation to remove his gall-
bladder. The Adviser took keen interest in 
the bottlenecks faced by the IT sector and 
directed the Ministry to start working on 
them. He also added that effective use of 
the financing schemes of SBP (LTFF, LTTF 
and EFS) shall be ensured for the benefit 
of the IT sector of the country. The issues 
being faced by the Startups and Freelanc-
ers were also discussed and the Adviser 
assured of all possible assistance by the 
Ministry in this regard. Amendments 
proposed in the DGTO rules/ regulations 
for online voting were also welcomed 
by the MoC. The king, who has ruled the 
world’s largest oil exporter and close 
U.S. ally since 2015, will stay in hospital 
for some time to receive treatment, SPA 
reported. King Salman was admitted to 
hospital in the capital Riyadh, suffer-
ing from inflammation of the gallblad-
der on Monday. King Salman was crown 
prince and deputy premier for over 2-1/2 
years from June 2012 before becoming 
king. He also served as governor of the 
Riyadh region for more than 50 years.

MIRPUR 
 Azad Jammu Kashmir President Sardar Masood Khan 

said on Saturday that after the revocation of Articles 35-A 
and 370 on August 5, 2019, any semblance of autonomy 
enjoyed by the people of Indian Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir (IOJK) has been done away. Furthermore, he said 
that Indian government’s proposed amendment to the 
Jammu and Kashmir Development Act would give the oc-
cupation forces full authority to declare any part of IOJK as 
a “strategic area”, allowing them to “legitimise” land grab 
within the disputed territory. The president made these 
comments while addressing a seminar on Kashmir organ-
ised by the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting in the 
federal capital. Masood Khan said that almost a year had 
elapsed since the occupational lockdown had been imposed 
in IOJK and during this period, the India government had 
taken illicit steps towards bi-furcating the territory, plac-
ing it under Union control and ultimately introducing the 
New Domicile Rules. Proposed amendments in Jammu and 
Kashmir Development Act would turn the entire region 
into a military establishment, he added. The president 
said that privileged special status and exclusive rights to 
permanent residence, acquisition of property, education 
and livelihood of Kashmiris had been revoked making way 
for non-Kashmiris to come and settle in the state which 
eventually would change Kashmir’s Muslim majority de-
mography into a minority. After the introduction of the 
New Domicile Rules, Kashmiris had been displaced, dis-
possessed and disenfranchised within their own homeland, 
he said while adding that 32,000 non-state Indians had 

been given domiciles which was lebensraum and irreden-
tism on the part of India. Under the garb of the cordon and 
search operation, hundreds of Kashmiris had been mar-
tyred since the lockdown had been imposed in IOJK, the 
president mentioned. He expressed his gratitude to the in-
ternational media, world parliaments, diaspora community 
and the global civil society for raising their voice in favour 
of the Kashmiris, especially after the illegal steps taken on 
August 5 last year. He lauded the international commu-
nity for openly calling out India for its human rights viola-
tions and illicit actions. The president especially thanked 
the important parliaments such as the US Congress; both 
the British Houses, European and ASEAN Parliaments for 
holding debates, hearings and publishing reports on the 
situation in IOJK and also thanked the Kuwaiti Cabinet for 
calling out India’s Hindu-extremist policy.

Indian rulers longing for elimination of non-
Hindus from Kashmir: AJK President

Bureau Report
WENCHANG

China: China successfully launched an 
unmanned probe to Mars on Thursday 
in its first independent mission to an-
other planet, in a display of its techno-
logical prowess and ambition to join 
an elite club of space-faring nations. 
China’s largest carrier rocket, the 
Long March 5 Y-4, blasted off with the 
probe at 12:41 p.m. (0441 GMT) from 
Wenchang Space Launch Center on 
the southern island of Hainan. In 2020, 
Mars is at its closest to Earth, at a dis-
tance of about 55 million km (34 million 
miles), in a window of about a month 
that opens once every 26 months. The 
probe is expected to reach Mars in 
February where it will try to land in 
Utopia Planitia, a plain in the north-
ern hemisphere, and deploy a rover to 
explore for 90 days. If successful, the 
Tianwen-1, or “Questions to Heaven,” 
the name of a poem written two millen-
nia ago, will make China the first coun-
try to orbit, land and deploy a rover in 
its inaugural mission. Since 1960, half 
of all the 50-plus missions to Mars in-
cluding flybys had failed, due to techni-
cal problems. Only a handful attempted 
to land on the planet. Challenges multi-

ply for those attempting a landing from 
ensuring a precise deceleration of the 
spacecraft to navigating the planet’s 
sometimes violent atmosphere.“The 
mission must necessarily be challeng-
ing, and not be following in the foot-
steps of others completely,” Liu Tongjie, 
mission spokesman, told Reuters after 
the launch in an interview. “This is an 
exploration project, so there will be 
no 100% assurance of success. If the 
mission is unsuccessful, or if there are 
problems, we will continue to push 
ahead, re-establish the project, and 
re-commit.” China previously made a 
Mars bid in 2011 with Russia, but the 
Russian spacecraft carrying the probe 
failed to exit the Earth’s orbit and dis-
integrated over the Pacific Ocean. Eight 

spacecraft — American, European and 
Indian — are currently either orbiting 
Mars or on its surface, with other mis-
sions underway or planned. The United 
Arab Emirates launched a $200 million 
mission to Mars on Monday, an orbiter 
that will study the planet’s atmosphere. 
The United States’ upcoming 2020 mis-
sion costs more than $2 billion. Liu de-
clined to give a cost estimate for China’s 
mission, but said expenses have been 
“very economical” when spread out 
over the six years since research and 
development began in 2014. The next 
US mission may be launched as soon as 
end-July. The probe will deploy a rover 
called Perseverance, the biggest, heavi-
est, most advanced vehicle sent to the 
Red Planet by the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration (NASA). 
NASA’s InSight is currently probing 
the interior of Mars on a plain called 
Elysium Planitia. Curiosity, a car-sized 
rover deployed by NASA, is studying 
soil and rocks in Gale Crater, searching 
for the building blocks of life. Asked if 
Tianwen-1 would present new frictions 
with the United States, Liu told Reuters 
the Chinese mission is a scientific ex-
ploration project not to compete with 
anyone but cooperate with each other.

Bureau Report
SINGAPORE/MOSCOW/LONDON

Oil prices moved with consid-
erable momentum at the start of 
the week, touching four-month 
highs. But by the end of the week 
Brent crude had settled at $43.34 
per barrel. WTI also edged up 
to $41.34 per barrel. Energy 
Information Administration data 
showed weakening gasoline de-
mand after a surge in the number 
of coronavirus cases. The outlook 
for crude oil demand in the US 
turned bearish as the latest weak 
US jobs report fueled growing eco-
nomic uncertainty. While that was 
enough to trigger a sharp sell-off 
in equities, oil prices remained 
stable. The US dollar slid to 22-
month lows which would normally 
be accompanied by a rise in the in-
versely-priced crude oil. A weaker 
greenback usually spurs buying of 
commodities priced in dollars, es-
pecially oil, because they become 
cheaper for holders of other cur-
rencies. But that didn’t happen 
this time and prices remained 
tethered to the narrow band 
where they have been for more 

than two months. Another major 
macro-economic theme in the 
shape of the escalating US-China 
trade war was also shrugged off 
by the market. Refinery through-
put also turned south suggesting 
that US oil demand is plateauing 
amid rising COVID-19 cases. The 
number of long positions on the 
NYMEX WTI futures exchange 
fell by 6,205 contracts, compared 
with the previous week. It appears 

that speculators are staying away 
from the flat structure of current 
oil prices. So as July closes out, oil 
prices remain trapped between 
the downside and upside pres-
sures of the coronavirus and the 
recovery. The only thing that can 
support a balanced market going 
forward is a pickup in demand and 
that will eventually happen. But 
the shape and form of that pickup 
remains unpredictable.

ISLAMABAD 

Prime Minister Imran Khan said 
on Saturday that he was proud of 
the efforts of the Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) government for 
a clean and green Pakistan to fight 
pollution and climate change. PM 
Imran Khan shared a video prais-
ing the efforts of the Pakistani 
government for overcoming the 
menace of pollution and climate 
change by planting billions of 
trees besides heading towards the 
introduction of eco-friendly elec-
tric cars. The video has also high-
lighted the premier’s address to 
the World Economic Forum (WEF) 
and other steps to begin its cam-
paign for clean and green Paki-
stan. It is pertinent to mention 
here that Pakistan had passed a 
crucial milestone by achieving an 

overarching Climate Action Sus-
tainable Development Goal (SDG-
13) a decade ahead of the 2030 
deadline for its implementation, 
according to the UN’s annual sus-
tainable development report .  In 
September 2015, the United Na-
tions (UN) member countries 
had launched and adopted the 17 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) that are the roadmap to 
achieve a better and more sus-
tainable future for all .  They aim 
to address global challenges, in-
cluding those related to poverty, 
inequality,  climate change, envi-
ronmental degradation, health, 
education, water, sanitation, food 
security, peace, and justice. Ad-
visor to PM on Climate Change 
Malik Amin Aslam had termed it 
a landmark achievement for the 

country. “With achieving the Cli-
mate Action SDG 13, Pakistan 
has demonstrated itself a coun-
try seriously committed to global 
efforts aimed to tackle the chal-
lenge of climate change,” he main-
tained. Punjab Minister for Fish-
eries and Wildlife Syed Samsam 
Bukhari called on Prime Minister 
Imran Khan in Islamabad today 
(Saturday). Former member Na-
tional Assembly Nazir Jutt was 
also present during the meeting. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan in a 
tweet has said that he is proud of 
government’s efforts for a clean 
and green Pakistan to fight pol-
lution and climate change He also 
tagged the video clip of a foreign 
TV channel in which efforts of the 
government has been acknowl-
edged. VoM

 Fisheries and Wildlife call on PM
Proud of our efforts for a clean and green Pakistan: PM
PM Imran Khan said  that he was proud of the efforts of the PTI government for a clean and green Pakistan
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The historical 
Hagia Sophia

H agia Sophia or ‘Divine Wisdom’ in Greek was completed 
in 537 by Byzantine emperor Justinian. The vast structure 
overlooked the Golden Horn harbour and entrance to the 
Bosphorus from the heart of Constantinople. It was the centre 
of Orthodox Christianity and remained the world’s largest 
church for centuries. Hagia Sophia stayed under Byzantine 

control except for a brief seizure by Crusaders in the 13th century until 
the city was captured by Muslim forces of the Ottoman Sultan, Mehmet 
the Conqueror, who converted it into a mosque. The Ottomans built four 
minarets, covered Hagia Sophia’s Christian icons and luminous gold mosa-
ics, and installed huge black panels embellished with the names of God, 
the prophet Mohammad (PBUH), and Muslim caliphs in Arabic calligraphy. 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan declared Istanbul’s iconic Hagia Sophia 
open to Muslim worship after a top court ruled the building’s conversion 
to a museum by modern Turkey’s founding statesman was illegal. Erdogan 
made his announcement, just an hour after the court ruling was revealed. 
Muslim prayers have been held in the iconic Hagia Sophia for the first time 
in 86 years after the reconversion of the Istanbul landmark into a mosque 
earlier this month. Turkey pledged to keep Hagia Sophia, whose floor has 
been covered with a turqoise carpet, open to tourists and welcome those of 
all faiths. Entry will now be free, while intricate mosaics of the Virgin Mary, 
baby Jesus and other Christian symbols will be veiled by curtains at prayer 
time. Some analysts are of the view that, after so many years such a move 
is the Turkish leader’s boldest message yet to detractors both at home and 
abroad that his country has decisively turned away from its alliances with 
the west in pursuit of a greater Neo-Ottoman destiny. Turkey has hit back 
at the international criticism, claiming that the Hagia Sophia’s future is an 
issue of national sovereignty a favourite topic for the populist president.

Rafale deal’s impact 
on South Asia

E ventually After a contentious 15-year procurement procedure, 
at least five Rafale fighter jets will be reaching India soon. Amid 
the escalating crisis between India and China along the Line of 
Actual Control (LAC) in eastern Ladakh, India is more interested 
now to enhance its Air power. Apart from this India’s Ministry 
of Defence has signed off on the purchase of 33 Russian fighter 

jets and upgrades to 59 others worth $2.4bn, amid rising tensions with nu-
clear-armed neighbour China. The purchase of 21 MiG-29 and 12 Su-30 MKI, 
as well as upgrades to 59 existing MiG-29s is also something they actually 
pointed towards. Indian authorities and media are confident enough that 
Rafale jets will prove to be a game-changer in any future conflict with China. 
But it is very difficult to comprehend as to how Rafale jets will change the 
military equation when India is not in a position to use these aircrafts directly 
against China in an all-out war. Therefore, some analysts are of the view that 
India is actually trying to strengthen their military might against Pakistan 
as they learned enough via 27th February episode. Now India is propagat-
ing the competence of Rafale fighter jets to boost the morale of its defence 
forces, which was severely shattered after the February 27th dogfight. India 
is one of the leading countries that expanded its military and defence related 
imports from other arms exporters. India’s overwhelming purchase of latest 
weaponry has repercussions for South Asian strategic stability. At the mo-
ment, India has virtually frozen its bilateral relationship with almost its entire 
neighbourhood and has reduced the scope of confidence-building measures 
with its nuclear-armed rivals. Many within the region feel that Modi’s BJP 
is brazenly trying to change Kashmir’s ethnic composition to disadvantage 
India’s Muslim minority by encouraging more Hindus into the region. Modi’s 
government has a history of stoking tensions between Hindus and Muslims, 
with its political rule now focused on Hindutva. This attitude by India is 
actually escalating tensions within the region.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Asian Political LandscapeAsian Political Landscape

TParag Khanna in his book, ‘The Future is 
Asian’ hints towards the Asianization of 
the Asian continent in the 21st century. 
The thesis of the Khanna is tenable be-
cause, centuries of the colonial history of 
Asia is the reason that Asian identity was 

effaced but by the passage of time, the Asian identity 
is in its remaking and will congeal once the region 
will become integrated and connected. Another logi-
cal position in this regionalism is that in the process 
of globalization, many regional economies remained 
disconnected and underprivileged but the Asian con-
nectivity project will bridge the gap while also imbibing 
a sense of Asian identity similar to that of European. 
Since the end of the cold war, there has been a surge 
in the process of reintegration in Asia. The people of 
the New Silk Road are rediscovering each other and 
becoming cognizant of their collective power forming 
more than 40per cent of the global economy. Effortless 
trading between the Asian economies is a prerequisite 
for the process of regionalization. In the longer run, 
China envisages connecting the different regions and 
materializing the dream of a Greater Asia. India in the 
same zeal was looking East in the past and now have 

aligned itself with the West. The revamping alliances 
of Asian powers is a natural response to the hegem-
onic feat of one actor. The US policy of balancing China 
provided an upper hand to India but at the same time, 
it impelled Russia to look join hands with Pakistan. In 
times when China is extending support to Pakistan 
and Russia through economic corridors and military 
partnerships, it was a poor choice by Indian decision-
makers to put all eggs in the American basket. If India 
thought of Japan, South Korea and Vietnam extending 
help on a call from the USA, then its optimism goes 
pear-shaped. Even though India was competing with 
China and that is why it bandwagons the US in the first 
place but it has not foreseen the formation of a troika of 
nuclear powers in the region, which is again a far bigger 
threat to India but an acrimonious result of balancing 
and counterbalancing of nation-states.With the crea-
tion of power blocs, the South Asian region underwent 
evolving political and economic patterns. China and the 
US have been deliberately undermining each other’s po-
sition along with their cliques. The South Asian region’s 
rising big power competitiveness and rivalry has over-
shadowed other important concerns such as violence, 
analphabetism, inequality, insurgency, drug trafficking 
and the proliferation of weapons. External forces like 
the US and China have had a significant role to play in 
the politics of the region. Today, on the one hand, China 
– Russia – Pakistan are possible triple partners and on 
the other hand, the US – India together with their near 
acquaintances lead to a new South Asian order. The 
US has reoriented its foreign policy against the region 
and has worked proactively with India, the main South 

Asian force. Militarization and Nuclearization of Indian 
Ocean are also posing a nuclear quandary for Pakistan 
due to country’s lesser capability in the respective 
domain of warfare. Also, India’s nuclear submarines 
complete the nuclear trident of deterrence and pres-
ence of Indian aircraft carriers along coastal borders 
of Pakistan further complicates the strategic balance 
of the region. The indo-pacific policy of the US as a re-
sult of a successful hunt for regional partnership in the 
shape of India and this, in turn, is in line with Indian 
desire to rebuild its military power. An enemy which 
is also an enemy to another actor makes both friends 
and in case of China which is perceived as a competitor 
by India at the regional level and by the United States 
at the system level, this brought both US and India in 
an obvious alliance to achieve the common objective. 
Pakistan, in this case, remained allied with China due 
to its robust economic and defence ties with next great 
power. Militarization in the Indian Ocean by China is 
justified as safeguards to the country’s economic in-
terests whereas it is perceived as an attempt to pro-
ject its power on region and beyond. This perception 
of China’s rise as a hegemonic pursuit by competing 
India leads to an expedited military build-up (IRBMs 
and SLBMs), also posing existential threat to Pakistan 
in this balancing.

TIFF unveils 2020 festival plans 
TORONTO

The Toronto film festival is going ahead in September 
despite the coronavirus pandemic, organizers announced 
Wednesday, but red carpets will be virtual and far fewer 
movies will be premiered.“The pandemic has hit TIFF 
hard,” Toronto International Film Festival co-head Cameron 
Bailey said in a statement. But it will persevere “to bring the 
very best in film to the broadest possible audience.”“We’re 
excited to present thoughtful, high-impact programming 
this September that reflects our belief that there’s no stop-
ping great storytelling,” he said.North America’s largest 
film festival -- which has become a bellweather for Oscar-
conscious studios and distributors -- usually screens 300 
to 400 feature and short films from dozens of countries 
each year.Only 50 new feature films will be in the lineup 
for its 45th edition, tailored for the global health crisis, 
September 10-19.The rapid global spread of the new 
coronavirus forced major production companies to halt 
filming, and other top silver-screen festivals to postpone 
or cancel their 2020 editions, including Cannes, usually 
held in May.Earlier this week, the Toronto film festival cut 
31 staff as its revenues were forecast to plunge.Over the 
first five days, the festival’s full slate will be screened with 
social distancing measures in place at local movie theatres 
and drive-ins.This will be contingent on meeting public 
health guidelines.Titles revealed on Wednesday include 
“Bruised,” the debut film from director Halle Berry, Thomas 
Vinterberg’s “Another Round,” and Naomi Kawase’s “True 
Mothers.”Guests such as Ava DuVernay, Nicole Kidman, 
Martin Scorsese, Alfonso Cuaron, Claire Denis, Viggo 
Mortensen, Zhang Ziyi and Denis Villeneuve are expected 
to appear on virtual red carpets and take part in interac-

tive online talks.For the first time in its history, the festival 
will also launch a digital platform to show movies. Over 
10 days it will host screenings, as well as talks and special 
events online.Thousands of industry professionals looking 

to scoop up film distribution rights and rub shoulders with 
the world’s top or up-and-coming directors and actors, 
meanwhile, will be asked to move those meetings online. 
Press screenings will also go digital.

NASA Juno Takes First Images of 
Jovian Moon Ganymede’s North Pole

California 
On its way inbound for a Dec. 26, 2019, 

flyby of Jupiter, NASA’s Juno spacecraft 
flew in the proximity of the north pole 
of the ninth-largest object in the solar 
system, the moon Ganymede. The infra-
red imagery collected by the spacecraft’s 
Jovian Infrared Auroral Mapper (JIRAM) 
instrument provides the first infrared 
mapping of the massive moon’s northern 
frontier.Larger than the planet Mercury, 
Ganymede consists primarily of water 
ice. Its composition contains fundamen-
tal clues for understanding the evolution 
of the 79 Jovian moons from the time of 
their formation to today.Ganymede is also 
the only moon in the solar system with its 
own magnetic field. On Earth, the mag-
netic field provides a pathway for plasma 
(charged particles from the Sun) to enter 
our atmosphere and create aurora. As 
Ganymede has no atmosphere to impede 
their progress, the surface at its poles is 
constantly being bombarded by plasma 
from Jupiter’s gigantic magnetosphere. 
The bombardment has a dramatic effect on 
Ganymede’s ice.“The JIRAM data show the 
ice at and surrounding Ganymede’s north 
pole has been modified by the precipita-
tion of plasma,” said Alessandro Mura, 

a Juno co-investigator at the National 
Institute for Astrophysics in Rome. “It is 
a phenomenon that we have been able to 
learn about for the first time with Juno 
because we are able to see the north pole 
in its entirety.” The ice near both poles of 
the moon is amorphous. This is because 
charged particles follow the moon’s mag-
netic field lines to the poles, where they 
impact, wreaking havoc on the ice there, 
preventing it from having an ordered (or 
crystalline) structure. In fact, frozen water 
molecules detected at both poles have no 
appreciable order to their arrangement, 
and the amorphous ice has a different in-
frared signature than the crystalline ice 
found at Ganymede’s equator.“

CINCINNATI
A i r  C h i e f  M a r s h a l  M u j a h i d 

A n w a r  K h a n ,  C h i e f  o f  t h e  A i r 
S t a f f ,  P a k i s t a n  A i r  Fo r c e  v i s i t e d 
PA F  B a s e ,  Q a d r i  a t  S k a r d u  i n 
G i l g i t - B a l t i s t a n  p r o v i n c e  t o d a y. 
T h e  A i r  C h i e f  w i t n e s s e d  v a r i -
o u s  o p e r a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e 
b a s e  i n c l u d i n g  r a p i d  d e p l o y m e n t 
o f  f i g h t e r  a i r c r a f t  a n d  c o m b a t 
s u p p o r t  e l e m e n t s .  H e  w a s  a l s o 
b r i e f e d  o n  t h e  o n g o i n g  i n f r a -
s t r u c t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  w o r k s  a t 
t h e  b a s e .  T h e  A i r  C h i e f  a p p r e c i -
a t e d  o p e r a t i o n a l  p r e p a r e d n e s s 
o f  t h e  b a s e  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  e x -
p r e s s e d  h i s  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o v e r  t h e 
p a c e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  w o r k s . 
A d d r e s s i n g  b a s e  p e r s o n n e l ,  t h e 
A i r  C h i e f  s t a t e d  t h a t  PA F  i s  f u l l y 
c o g n i z a n t  o f  t h e  g e o - s t r a t e g i c  d e -
v e l o p m e n t s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  H e  s a i d 

t h a t  t h e  a g g r e s s i v e  m i l i t a r y  p r o -
c u r e m e n t s  b y  t h e  e n e m y  a r e  n o t 
g o i n g  u n n o t i c e d  a n d  n e c e s s a r y 
m e a s u r e s  a r e  i n  p l a c e  t o  e n s u r e 
t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  m i l i t a r y  p o w e r  i n 
c o n v e n t i o n a l  d o m a i n  a s  w e l l .  T h e 
A i r  C h i e f  a s s u r e d  t h e  n a t i o n  t h a t 
PA F  a l o n g s i d e  i t s  s i s t e r  s e r v i c e s 
i s  e v e r  r e a d y  t o  g i v e  a  b e f i t t i n g 
r e s p o n s e  t o  a n y  m i s a d v e n t u r e  b y 
t h e  a d v e r s a r y.  E x p r e s s i n g  c o n -
c e r n  o v e r  t h e  I n d i a n  s t a t e  t e r r o r -
i s m  a n d  a t r o c i t i e s  o f  i t s  a r m e d 
f o r c e s  i n  I n d i a n  o c c u p i e d  J a m m u 
&  K a s h m i r  ( I O J & K ) ,  t h e  A i r  C h i e f 
s t a t e d  t h a t  P a k i s t a n i  n a t i o n  u n -
e q u i v o c a l l y  s u p p o r t s  t h e  f r e e -
d o m  s t r u g g l e  o f  K a s h m i r i s  a n d 
r e i t e r a t e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  e x p e d i -
t i o u s  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  K a s h m i r  i s s u e 
i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s ’  r e s o l u t i o n s .

AIR CHIEF WITNESSES OPERATIONAL EXERCISE AT PAF BASE QADRI 

July 26, 1775

The U.S. postal system is established 
by the Second Continental Congress, 
with Benjamin Franklin as its first 
postmaster general. Franklin (1706-
1790) put in place the foundation 
for many aspects of today’s mail 

system.During early colonial times in the 1600s, 
few American colonists needed to send mail to 
each other; it was more likely that their corre-
spondence was with letter writers in Britain. 
Mail deliveries from across the Atlantic were 
sporadic and could take many months to arrive. 
There were no post offices in the colonies, so 
mail was typically left at inns and taverns. In 
1753, Benjamin Franklin, who had been post-
master of Philadelphia, became one of two joint 
postmasters general for the colonies. He made 
numerous improvements to the mail system, 
including setting up new, more efficient colo-
nial routes and cutting delivery time in half be-
tween Philadelphia and New York by having the 
weekly mail wagon travel both day and night via 
relay teams. Franklin also debuted the first rate 
chart, which standardized delivery costs based 

on distance and weight. In 1774, the British fired 
Franklin from his postmaster job because of his 
revolutionary activities. However, the following 
year, he was appointed postmaster general of 
the United Colonies by the Continental Congress. 
Franklin held the job until late in 1776, when 
he was sent to France as a diplomat. He left a 
vastly improved mail system, with routes from 

Florida to Maine and regular service between 
the colonies and Britain. President George 
Washington appointed Samuel Osgood, a former 
Massachusetts congressman, as the first post-
master general of the American nation under 
the new U.S. constitution in 1789. At the time, 
there were approximately 75 post offices in the 
country.

U.S. postal system established
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Selena Gomez loves 
Taylor Swift’s new album

Texas
As she listened to the surprise new record 
‘folklore’, the 28-year-old star shared a 
screenshot on Instagram Stories of the track 
‘cardigan’ and wrote: “She’s done it again @
taylorswift.”Meanwhile, Taylor, 30, admitted 
she didn’t even tell her friends she was work-
ing on the album, which she released less 
than 24 hours after announcing its existence.
Speaking in a fan question and answer ses-
sion, she said: “No one knew I was making 
an album. I didn’t even tell my friends until 
right before announce. It was my own secret 
world I’d go to and I’ve never made music like 
that before.” And Aaron Dessner - who worked 
with Taylor on 11 of the tracks from the new 
album - even kept it a secret from his daughter.
Aaron shared to Apple Music: “I was so glad 
that we kept it [a secret] because I didn’t want 
to be the one that spilled the beans. Because 
even like not telling like even my daughter ... I 
have an eight-year-old daughter and one day 
she asked me. She’s just like, ‘Daddy, do you 
know Taylor Swift?’ It was the morning after 
we’d written like one of these songs. And every 
time we would write a song, it was like a weird 
lightning bolt, getting this struck by lightning 
or something and just like exhilarated with 
electricity. I just looked her straight in the eye 
and said, ‘No.’”VoM

Charlize Theron won’t 
compromise for love

California
The 44-year-old actress - who has adopted 
kids Jackson, eight, and four-year-old August 
- is “very open” to a new relationship but, in re-
cent years, she’s decided she won’t be making 
changes to suit a potential partner because she’s 
very happy with her life the way it is.She told 
OK! magazine: “I’m still very open to love. I’d 
love to meet somebody. However, if something 
doesn’t feel right, I’m not willing to compromise. 
It definitely changed for me in my forties. ”I get 
myself in trouble every time I talk about this 
but I’m actually really happy being single.“My 
life feels really fulfilled right now so it’s not like 
there’s this hole that I need to fill. But I am open 
to suggestions.“I hope I’ll meet someone who’s 
thrilled by all the thing I have to offer.“However, 
I’m now at an age where, until that happens, I’m 
not willing to settle for less. My life is just too 
beautiful, too good and I’m too happy to have 
anybody come and pee on my parade.” The ‘Old 
Guard’ actress is thankful she has a good sup-
port network around her who are always willing 
to step in and help out with her kids because 
she believes she can’t be a truly “great other” 
without getting some breathing space away 
from her brood.VoM

Harry and Meghan book lifts 
lid on bitter split with family

London
Prince Harry and wife Meghan blamed “viper” 
courtiers for widening their rift with the royal 
family, according to extracts from a new book 
published in The Times on Saturday.The couple 
say they did not contribute to the new biography 
“Finding Freedom,” written by journalists Omid 
Scobie and Carolyn Durand, but friends of the 
couple provided much of its content.The book, 
serialized in The Times, will claim that Harry felt 
“unprotected” by his family, and lay bare his split 
from brother William and his wife Kate.Kate even 
refused to make eye contact with her sister-in-law 
at their final engagement in March, according to 
the new release.Harry apparently referred to sen-
ior courtiers as “vipers” who felt that the global 
popularity of the couple was overshadowing the 
family and “needed to be reined in,” according to 
extracts.The book, to be released on August 11, 
also suggested that Harry, 35, was the driving 
force behind the couple’s move away from the 
family, with Meghan telling her husband that she 
“gave up my entire life for this family.VoM

Bureau Report
LONDON

Al-Hilal handed the Saudi Pro League’s 
leading goalscorer Bafetimbi Gomis a 
two-year contract extension on Friday 
in what could be the most significant 
deal of the 2019-20 season so far.The 
French forward has terrorized defences 
in Saudi Arabia and Asia since signing 
for the Riyadh club from Turkish giants 
Galatasaray in 2018 for a transfer fee of €7 
million ($8.1 million).It has been money 

well spent on a player who has been one 
of the most successful foreign signings in 
the league’s history.The former Swansea 
City and Lyon star finished the 2019 AFC 
Champions League as top scorer with 11 
goals as Al-Hilal took the continental title 
for the first time since 2000.Domestically, 
the 34 year-old has been just as impres-
sive and currently leads the goalscoring 
charts in the 2019-20 Saudi Pro League 
season with 14 strikes to his name to 
add to the 21 scored in the previous 
campaign.“Gomez will stay with Al-Hilal 
until 2020,” the club said on Friday in an 
announcement that was well-received by 
its legions of fans.“He has renewed with 
his bright heart and commitment.”It is 
great news for supporters who are des-
perate to see Al-Hilal continue where they 
left off when the league season, suspended 
in March due to the coronavirus outbreak, 
resumes on August 4.The following day, 
Al-Hilal, six points clear of Al-Nassr at the 

top of the league with eight games remain-
ing, travel to their closest rivals in a crunch 
clash. Victory over Al-Nassr, the defending 
champions, would see “The Boss” take a 
huge step towards their 16th Saudi league 
title.“I am delighted to stay with Al-Hilal 
for two more years to help the team and 
learn even more about Saudi culture,” 
Gomis said.“I want to say thank you to the 
fans, the coach Razvan Lucescu, my fellow 
players and all the technical and admin-
istrative staff at the club,” the 34 year-old 
added. “I am looking forward to the next 
two years.”Team-mates of “The Lion,” 
so called for the striker’s famous goal 
celebration that takes place on all fours, 
also expressed their delight at the news 
that one of Asia’s most feared forwards 
is staying with the club.“Congratulations 
my friend, I wish you all the success and 
I will bring you coffee tomorrow,” goal-
keeper Abdullah Al-Mayouf wrote on so-
cial media.

Bureau |Report
Lahore

A five-wicket haul from pacer Sohail 
Khan gave Sarfaraz Ahmed-led PCB 
Whites advantage over Azhar Ali’s 
PCB Greens at the end of the opening 
day of the second four-day intra-squad 
match at The Incora County Ground, 
Derby on Friday. The match has first-
class status.According to an official 
press release, PCB Whites were 88 for 
three in 34 overs when stumps were 
drawn for the day.Imam ul Haq (19 off 
63 balls) had to retire hurt in the 21st 
over of the innings when he was hit 
on his left hand by a rising delivery 
from Naseem Shah. Earlier Sohail took 
five wickets for 37 to help bowl out 
PCB Greens for 113 in 47.1 overs, after 
being put to bat first. Sohail had also 
taken a five-wicket haul in the previ-

ous four-day (non-first-class match) 
played last week at the same venue.
He, along with Faheem Ashraf (2-16), 
never allowed PCB Greens batsmen 
to settle in and only three batsmen 
entered into double figures. Babar 

Azam top-scored with 77-ball 32, hit-
ting three fours.At present, the PCB 
Whites trail PCB Greens by 25 runs 
with seven wickets in hand. The sec-
ond day’s play will begin at 11am local 
time on Saturday.

Bureau Report
ISLAMABAD

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) govern-
ment took over $13 billion in foreign loans in 
the previous fiscal year - the second highest 
amount in history - to repay maturing exter-
nal debt and cushion the shrinking foreign ex-
change reserves.During fiscal year 2019-20 that 
ended on June 30, the country received $13.2 
billion worth of gross loans from bilateral and 
multilateral lenders including the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and commercial credi-
tors, according to data compiled by the Ministry 
of Economic Affairs.With the fresh borrowing, 
Pakistan has received a whopping $29.2 billion 
in foreign loans in the past two years, includ-
ing $26.2 billion by the government of Prime 
Minister Imran Khan since August 2018.Out 
of the $29.2 billion, $19.2 billion was used 
to repay the maturing external debt and the 
remaining balance was added to the external 
public and publicly guaranteed debt.Since re-
payments have been made by contracting new 
foreign loans, it has increased the cost of debt 
servicing. For fiscal year 2020-21, the external 
debt servicing cost has been estimated at Rs315 
billion despite over $300 million or about Rs50 
billion worth of temporary relief due to the G20 
group’s moratorium on debt servicing.In fis-
cal year 2018-19, Pakistan had borrowed $16 

billion, including balance of payments support 
from Gulf countries, and returned $9.1 billion 
worth of loans. In fiscal year 2019-20, the 
gross foreign loans stood at $13.2 billion and 
repayments amounted to slightly above $10 
billion, according to sources in the Ministry of 
Finance.Pakistan does not have any option but 
to borrow to repay maturing loans and stabi-
lise foreign currency reserves that had dipped 
below $10 billion in May after the outflow of 
hot foreign money of over $3 billion.The with-
drawal of hot foreign money, on the one hand, 
exposed the ill-planning of the State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP) and on the other highlighted the 
fragility of foreign exchange reserves that were 
built on the back of foreign borrowing.The dip 
in foreign exchange reserves triggered panic 
borrowing by the economic affairs ministry and 
the finance ministry in June, according to gov-
ernment sources.The government borrowing 
from the commercial, bilateral and multilateral 
creditors exceeded the budgetary target due to 
the dip in SBP’s foreign currency reserves, low 
inflows under the Saudi oil facility and the deci-
sion not to float Eurobonds valuing at $3 billion.
The PTI government, like its predecessor, has 
also been unable to fully capitalise on non-debt 
creating inflows like exports, remittances and 
foreign direct investment.Bilateral creditors 
disbursed $629 million in the last fiscal year 

against the budgetary target of $480 million. 
The utilisation of Saudi oil facility remained 
low at around $770 million against the target of 
$3.2 billion. China gave $488 million in bilateral 
loan against earlier estimate of $402 million.
Multilateral creditors disbursed $5.54 billion 
in loans in the previous fiscal year, according 
to the Ministry of Economic Affairs’ statistics.
he Asian Development Bank (ADB) provided 
$2.8 billion, exceeding the annual target of 
$1.7 billion. However, out of the $2.8 billion, 
the ADB’s budgetary support loans amounted 
to $2.3 billion including a billion dollars for 
the crisis response facility. The IMF disbursed 
loans of $2.84 billion, including $1.4 billion in 
emergency financing in response to Covid-19.
The Islamic Development Bank (IDB) disbursed 
$869 million under the oil credit facility against 
the estimate of $1.1 billion.

Bureau Report
LONDON 

HSBC on Saturday denied 
Chinese media reports  that 
i t  h a d  “ f r a m e d ”  H u a w e i 
Technologies  and played a 
role in the arrest of the chief 
f i n a n c i a l  o f f i c e r  ( C FO )  o f 
the world’s biggest telecoms 
equipment maker.  In a state-
ment  posted on the bank’s 
Chinese WeChat  messaging 
service account ,  the London-
headquartered lender said it 
did not participate in the de-
cision of the U.S.  Department 
o f  J u s t i c e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e 
Huawei.The HSBC statement 
comes  a  day  a f ter  China’s 
official  People’s Daily news-
p a p e r  p u b l i s h e d  a  re p o r t 
accusing HSBC of being an ac-
complice of the United States 
and lying about Huawei,  re-
sult ing in  the arrest  of  i ts 
CFO Meng Wanzhou.Meng was 

arrested in December 2018 
at  Vancouver  International 
Airport  on a  warrant  from 
the United States.She is  ac-
cused by U.S.  authorities of 
bank fraud for  mis leading 
HSBC about  Huawei ’s  rela-
tionship with a company op-
erating in Iran,  putting HSBC 
at risk of f ines and penalties 
for breaking U.S.  sanctions on 
Tehran.The context of the de-
velopment of the Huawei in-
cident clearly shows that the 
U.S.  investigation of  Huawei 
was not triggered by HSBC,” 
the bank said in its  WeChat 
post ,  without directly refer-
r ing  to  the  People ’s  Dai ly 
re p o r t .“ H S B C  h a s  n o  m a l -
i c e  a g a i n s t  H u a w e i ,  n o r 
has  i t  ‘ f ramed’  Huawei ,”  i t 
sa id .“ In  response to  infor-
m a t i o n  re q u e s t s  f ro m  t h e 
U.S .  Department  of  Just ice , 
H S B C  o n ly  p r o v i d e d  f a c -

tual  information.  HSBC has 
not ‘ fabricated’  evidence or 
‘concealed’  facts,  nor will  it 
distort facts or harm any cus-
tomers for our own benefit .” 
The People’s Daily report on 
Friday alleged HSBC was well 
aware of  Huawei’s  business 
in Iran,  and had been “set-
ting traps” for the company 

s i n c e  2 0 1 2 . O t h e r  C h i n e s e 
media ,  including the China 
Global  Television Network, 
h ave  m a d e  s i m i l a r  a l l e ga -
t ions against  HSBC.Meng is 
f ight ing  extradit ion to  the 
United States  and has said 
she is innocent .  She has been 
in house arrest in Vancouver 
since her detainment .

HSBC denies Chinese media reports that it ‘framed’ Huawei

Emaar opens $59.4 
million Address 

Marassi Golf Resort 
in Egypt

ureaau Report
Dubai 

Dubai-based Emaar Properties has 
opened the $59.4 million Address 
Marassi Golf Resort in Egypt.The re-
sort is the second of nine hotels that 
Emaar Hospitality Group will open 
in the Sidi Abdelrahman bay area on 
the country’s north coast.Emaar’s 
Mohamed Alabbar stressed it was 
business as usual for the company, 
despite the world being in the mid-
dle of the economically crippling 
Covid-19 crisis. “Despite challenges 
that are being faced across the globe 
at the moment, at Emaar we continue 
to keep our focus on the future”, he 
said.Address Marassi Golf Resort, 
designed as a Tuscan style low-rise 
resort, counts with 48 rooms and 
suites overlooking Marassi’s 18-hole 
signature golf course, which was de-
signed by renowned designer Peter 
Harradine, in addition to 82 serviced 
apartments.The resort also features 
five restaurants, two outdoor swim-
ming pools, one indoor pool, and the 
world-class The Spa at Address, in 
addition to a private 250 sqm ball-
room.The development houses the 
largest yacht marina south of the 
Mediterranean, with a 236-yacht ca-
pacity, in addition to boasting the first 
international marina in the North 
Coast area with the capacity to host 
luxury yachts that reach up to 150 me-
tres in length.Emaar Misr, the Egyptian 
arm of the property giant, first opened 
the EGP1.5bn ($93.8m) Al Alamein 
Hotel in 2018 in Sidi Abdelrahman bay. 

Bureau Report
PARIS

Boeing Co (BA.N) is preparing to 
delay its all-new 777X jet by sev-
eral months or up to a year, three 
people familiar with the matter 
said, as the COVID-19 crisis exac-
erbates a drop in demand for the 
industry’s largest jetliners.Boeing 

hopes to bring the jet to market as 
passenger travel rebounds after a 
downturn caused by the pandemic. 
It would also hope for a detente in a 
trade war between Washington and 
Beijing, which has sidelined crucial 
Chinese aircraft buyers. But stretch-
ing out the development opens up 
fresh risks for Boeing, such as losing 

engineering attention and momen-
tum, and tougher scrutiny from the 
U.S. Federal Aviation Administration 
during the years-long certifica-
tion process.Delay could also cause 
problems in Boeing’s supply chain.
An announcement of the delay could 
come as early as next week when 
Boeing announces earnings, one of 
the people said.Boeing declined to 
comment on the 777X timeline. It 
said it was continuing flight tests and 
“working closely with our customers 
around the world as they continue 
to adapt to the evolving COVID-19 
situation.”Boeing has been working 
to get the 777X, a larger version of 
the 777 mini-jumbo, into the hands 
of customers in 2021. That’s already 
a year later than originally scheduled 
after snags with its General Electric 
(GE.N) GE9X engines among other 
issues. Now Boeing is preparing to 
delay the timeline by perhaps a year, 
two of the people said. A third said 

a delay was likely but that Boeing 
wanted to get production “going 
hard” to put planes in the air by 
2022-2023.“There are so many 
widebody aircraft being retired, 
mothballed,” the third person said. 
“If air travel comes back to 2019 
levels, many new planes will be 
needed.”The 777X will be the first 
major jet to be certified since the role 
of software flaws in two fatal 737 
MAX crashes prompted accusations 
of cozy relations between Boeing and 
the FAA. The 777X - composed of two 
models, the 777-8 and the larger and 
more closely watched 777-9 which 
seats 406 passengers and is due to 
be delivered first - competes with the 
Airbus (AIR.PA) A350-1000, which 
seats about 360 passengers.Modern 
twinjets are displacing older four-
engined Boeing 747s and soon-to-be-
axed Airbus A380s. Boeing has told 
suppliers the last 747-8 will roll off 
assembly lines in around two years.

Boeing to delay 777X as demand drops for big jets 

Bureau Report
LONDON

Brendan Rodgers insists 
Leicester’s season will not 
be a failure if they miss out 
on a place in the Champions 
League on Sunday.Rodgers’ 
side host Manchester United 
on the last day of the Premier 
League season knowing a 
victory would clinch quali-
fication for next season’s 
Champions League.Leicester 
are fifth, a point behind 
United and Chelsea, after 
an impressive campaign.
But they have won just two 
of their eight league games 
since the coronavirus hiatus, 
while United are unbeaten in 
their last 13 Premier League 
outings.United only need a 
draw to finish in the top four 
and a Chelsea draw or win 
against Wolves would end 
Leicester’s Champions League 
bid.Regardless of the result on 
Sunday, Rodgers is adamant 
Leicester are heading into 
the right direction.“The six 
targets we had - two of those 
was to get to domestic finals, 
one was semi-final, one was 
quarter-final, so we just fell 
short in those but met all of 
the other performance goals, 
in terms of reaching European 

football and improving our 
goalscoring,” he said.“Now 
we’ve a chance to...this is vir-
tually like a barrier-breaking 
goal, a goal that will get us 
into the Champions League.“It 
wasn’t really something we 
spoke about at the begin-
ning of the season because 
naturally, where the club had 
been these last few seasons, 
we wanted to try step-by-
step to arrive there.”Although 
Leicester have lost the 14-
point lead they held over 
United in January, Rodgers 
has no regrets about the 
way his team have approach 
the post-virus restart.“The 
league is over 38 games and 
people were having us in 
the Champions League after 
20 games. You have to go 
right the way to the end,” he 
said.“There’ll be disappoint-
ment if we don’t make it but 
that would whet the appetite 
for next season. We were in a 
good position but you’ve got 
to sustain it. It also shows you 
the big improvements this 
team still has to make.“We 
dropped points and we need 
to be better in that and next 
year our mentality is one of 
the areas that needs to im-
prove to sustain the run.”

Govt gets over $13b in foreign loans

Two-year contract extension for Saudi Pro League’s

Top four failure won’t be a letdown for 
Leicester: Rodgers

Sohail takes five to give Whites advantage over 
Greens
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Jordan’s largest lender, Arab Bank 
Group, reported on Saturday a 
66% year-on-year drop in first-
half net profit to $152.1 million 
as it set aside more money to cope 
with the economic fallout of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Chief Execu-
tive Officer Nemeh Sabbagh did 
not give a figure for the provi-
sions, but said the bank had decid-
ed to set aside “significantly more” 
money to cover the “deterioration 
in the macro-economic environ-
ment throughout the region and 
globally.” The provisions would 
also cover the bank’s operations 
in Lebanon, where the economy is 
in crisis, he added. Arab Bank, one 
of the Middle East’s major finan-
cial institutions, also said on Sat-
urday that total loans rose 2% to 
$26.7 billion as of the end of June, 
while deposits climbed 5% to 
$35.9 billion. Group equity stood 
at $9.2 billion, it said. Lower inter-
est rates and weakening oil prices 
hurt revenues, it added. Chairman 
Sabih al Masri said that while the 

impact of the pandemic was un-
precedented, the bank was helped 
by a diversified presence in many 
markets. Arab Bank operates in 30 
countries on five continents and 
owns 40% of Saudi Arabia’s Arab 
National Bank (ANB). Bankers say 
nearly 70% of the bank’s revenues 
come from its global operations, 
including the stake in ANB. Sab-
bagh said liquidity continued to be 
high, with a loan-to-deposit ratio 
of 74.4% as of the end of June. The 

bank’s provisions coverage ratio 
for non-performing loans contin-
ued to be in excess of 100%. Based 
in Amman, but with most of its as-
sets and deposits outside Jordan, 
Arab Bank has built a reputation 
for stability amid regional politi-
cal upheaval. The bank’s revenues 
have also been hit by a drop in 
profits from Saudi Arabia’s ANB, 
where it has been hurt by the 
plunge in oil prices since the pan-
demic, Sabbagh said.

Bureau Report

HOUSTON 

US-China relations deteriorated in a Cold 
War-style standoff Friday as Beijing ordered 
a US consulate to shut in retaliation for the 
closure of its Houston mission -- accused of 
being a hub for espionage and intellectual 
property theft. Chinese officials were seen 
loading large sacks of objects and docu-
ments onto U-Haul trucks and tossing more 
into dumpster bins at the country s large 
mission in the Texas city, given a Friday 
deadline to vacate the building. After the last 
of Beijing diplomats departed, law enforce-
ment cordoned off the area and US officials 
were seen entering the consulate after using 
tools to force open a door. In the Chinese city 
of Chengdu, in southwestern Sichuan prov-
ince, some two dozen police were stationed 
in front of the US consulate as onlookers 
took photos before being prodded to move 
along, with the deadline for the Americans to 
vacate unclear. Washington officials said the 
level of unacceptable efforts to steal US cor-
porate secrets and proprietary medical and 
scientific research from the Houston mission 
had grown too large to ignore. “Our action to 
direct the closure of PRC Consulate General 
in Houston was taken to protect American 
intellectual property and Americans  private 
information,” White House National Secu-
rity Council spokesman John Ullyot said. 

or years, he said, the Chinese Communist 
Party “has undertaken a whole-of-society 
effort to steal American technology and in-
tellectual property for commercial gain, and 
many of these activities are directed from 
PRC diplomatic facilities.” Underscoring the 
point, on Friday the Justice Department an-
nounced that a Singaporean “political con-
sultant” based in Washington had pleaded 
guilty to recruiting American targets for 
Chinese intelligence. nd it said that a science 
researcher at a California university who 
hid her ties to China s People s Liberation 
Army and then fled to the Chinese consul-
ate in San Francisco had been arrested and 
would face visa fraud charges.  China blasted 
the Houston move and blamed Washington 
for the sharp deterioration in relations. Clos-

ing the Chengdu consulate was a “legitimate 
and necessary response to the unreasonable 
measures by the United States”, the foreign 
ministry said in a statement. “The current 
situation in China-US relations is not what 
China desires to see, and the US is respon-
sible for all this,” it said. Foreign ministry 
spokesman Wang Wenbin told reporters 
that some US staff in the Chengdu consulate, 
near Tibet, “were engaged in activities out-
side of their capacity, interfered in China s in-
ternal affairs, and endangered China s secu-
rity and interests.” The Chengdu consulate, 
established in 1985, has been at the center 
of past controversy. It was included on a top-
secret map leaked by intelligence analyst 
Edward Snowden showing US surveillance 
worldwide. The Chengdu mission was also 
where senior Chinese official Wang Lijun 
fled in 2012 from his powerful boss Bo Xilai, 
who was then head of the nearby metropolis 
Chongqing, and has since been jailed for life 
for corruption. The deepening spat followed 
a torrent of speeches by top American offi-
cials attacking Beijing, and a series of arrests 
of Chinese nationals in the United States on 
spying, intellectual property theft and visa 
fraud charges.n a strident policy speech in 
California Thursday, Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo called on “free nations” to triumph 
over the threat of what he said was a “new 
tyranny” from China.

Bureau Report

WASHINGTON

The United States this week accused Russia of 
having tested an anti-satellite weapon in space, 
a charge Moscow has denied, saying the device 
was a “special instrument” for inspecting orbit-
ing Russian equipment. Whatever it was, the 
incident marks for Washington a rare military 
escalation in space. The ability of one satellite to 
attack another was until now merely theoretical. 
The United States, Russia, China and, since 2019, 
India, have been able to target satellites with 
Earth-launched projectiles, but these explo-
sions create millions of pieces of debris in orbit, 
prompting the world powers to refrain from 
such tests. This week’s incident may be seen as a 
message to Washington, which under President 
Donald Trump is building up a new “Space Force” 
wing of its military. Space Force’s commander, 
General Jay Raymond, on Friday reiterated that 
“space is a warfighting domain just like air, land 
and sea.” In November 2019, Russia launched a 
satellite named Cosmos 2542. A week later, that 
satellite surprised observers when it released a 
sub-satellite, Cosmos 2543, capable of maneu-
vering in orbit to observe, inspect or spy on other 

satellites. This sub-satellite moved close to a US 
spy satellite, USA-245, and to another Russian 
satellite. A game of cat and mouse began in orbit, 
easily observable from Earth by astronomers and 
the US military, which publicly expressed its con-
cern.nOn July 15 at around 0750 GMT, Cosmos 
2543 (the sub-satellite with a surface area of less 
than a square meter, according to the US mili-
tary), released an object at a high relative speed, 
around 200 meters per second, said astronomer 
Jonathan McDowell. Dubbed “Object E” by the 
United States, it is still in orbit and appears not 
to have hit anything. Its size, shape and purpose 
remain a mystery, but that does nothing to dimin-
ish the threat it may pose. In orbit, satellites speed 
through the void at tens of thousands of miles per 
hour. The smallest contact with another object 
risks smashing a hole in its solar panels or dam-
aging or even destroying it, depending on the size 
of whatever it may hit. In space, the difference 
between a satellite and a weapon is therefore 
theoretical: whatever its function, “Object E” is a 
de facto “projectile” and therefore a “weapon,” the 
US says. It is the equivalent of a “bullet” in space, 
said Christopher Ford, assistant secretary of state 
for international security and nonproliferation.

ISLAMABAD 

Minister for Planning, De-
velopment and Special Ini-
tiatives Asad Umar on Sat-
urday said that like the first 
22 years of Prime Minister 
Imran Khan’s struggle, last 
two years have also seen both 
incredible achievements and 
disappointments. “No great 
struggle succeeds without 
ups and downs,” Asad Umar 
said in his tweet remember-
ing the day (July 25), when 
Pakistan Tehrik-i-Insaaf won 
the general elections, 2018, 
with majority seats in Na-
tional Assembly. He said two 
years ago on this day, the peo-
ple helped Imran Khan’s 22 
years of struggle for bringing 
improvements in the coun-
try, to enter into a new phase. 
The journey of Naya Pakistan 
will not only continue but 
will gain more pace in days 
to come. He also vowed to 
strengthen the PTI’s strug-

gle for making Pakistan so-
cially and economically more 
strong and prosperous coun-
try. The meeting of National 
Command and Operation 
Centre was held today under 
the chairmanship of Minister 
for Planning, Development 
and Special Initiatives Asad 
Umar. The forum was briefed 
on the implementation and 
violations regarding preven-
tive measures in cattle mar-

kets on Eid-ul-Adha. Speaking 
on the occasion, Asad Umar 
said as per the directive of 
the Prime Minister, we should 
celebrate this Eid with sim-
plicity. He urged the general 
public to avoid going to the 
entertainment places and 
gatherings on Eid. He said the 
pandemic can be controlled 
by observing social distanc-
ing in prayers and following 
the given instructions. VoM

Struggle for development, 
prosperity of country to 

continue under Imran Khan’s 
leadership: Shibli

Police reforms initiated 
in the province, scope to 
be widened: Usman Dar

SIALKOT 

The process of police reforms has been initiated 
in the province and its scope would be extended 
with the broader goal to provide relief to public 
through institutional reforms, said Special As-
sistant to Prime Minister on Youth Affairs, Us-
man Dar. He was responding to media queries 
after the inauguration of a new building of Mu-
radpur police station in Sialkot city which has 
altogether nine police stations serving about ten 
lakh people. RPO Riaz Nazeer, DPO Sialkot Capt 
retd Mustansar Feroz, Punjab minister for Special 
education Ch Mohammad Iklaq and other no-
tables were present on the occasion. Usman Dar 
said that next month four police stations would 
be revamped on modern lines for better services 
to people, adding public friendly steps and pro-
vision of fair treatment were priority of PTI led 
government. He affirmed the government’s prior-
ity to change and improve ‘police culture’ through 
in-depth reforms so that this important depart-
ment could serve on professional lines with com-
plete impartiality. In this context, he said that 
previous regimes had politicized police force and 
exerted their influence due to which people had 
to suffer while dealing with them. He said as op-
posed to negative practices of the past regimes, 
PTI led government in the past two years did not 
initiate any political victimization case of its op-
ponents, despite the fact that PTI workers had to 
face worst political victimization earlier in past 
years. Usman Dar said steps were being taken to 
convert Sialkot into a model city by 2022 as this 
was an important export oriented industrial city 
of the province.He added that said Allama Iqbal 
memorial teaching hospital was being modern-
ized to become a fully equipped medical facility 
,adding that Govt College university was being 
given a grant of 38 crore rupees. He highlighted 
that PTI wanted to change the culture of personal 
projection,and therefore the Sial flyover was 
named after the biggest tax paying group of the 
division. To a question, he said former prime min-
ister Nawaz Sharif ‘s statement given to the inter-
national court of justice regarding Kulbhushan 
Yadav brought embarrassment to the nation. To 
another question,Usman Dar said the wise policy 
of “smart lockdown” initiated by Prime Minister 
Imran Khan prevented many economic problems 
that would have hit the country, adding the smart 
move helped in preventing the spread of the 
deadly contagion. VoM

KARACHI

As the COVID-19 pandemic has spread across 
Pakistan, a chaotic market has sprung up for face 
masks. In the early days, frontline medical staff and 
the public clamored for masks and other personal 
protective equipment, as production companies in 
Pakistan and around the world struggled with a 
host of obstacles, from illness to freight costs, from 
hoarding to a supply squeeze on filter fabric.In 
Pakistan, which has recorded more than 270,000 
infections so far, the shortage of masks was so acute 
in March and April that health workers took to so-
cial media to appeal for help and citizens hoarded 
supplies, pushing prices by up to 2,000 percent.
But these problems are a thing of the past as hun-
dreds of new mask brokers and businesses have 
emerged around the country.“I lost my job after 
the coronavirus pandemic triggered lockdowns 
and all businesses were shut down, but now I am 
happy because I have found a better alternative,” 
said Owais Ahmed, a manager at a garment factory 
who has been selling masks at a stall in Karachi’s 
Bolton Market for the past two months. Every day, 
Ahmed said, he sells up to 20 boxes of masks (an 
average box has 50 masks), with each box costing 
up to 600 rupees ($3.5). The hot commodity in the 
mask trade, the N95 device, which is sturdier than 
surgical masks and has a better filter, sells for 300 
rupees a piece. VoM

ISLAMABAD

Minister for Information and Broadcasting 
Senator Shibli Faraz has said July 25, 2018 was 
a historic day in the country’s democratic his-
tory as on that day the people of Pakistan joined 
hands to lay the foundation of a new thought 
process. Talking to media persons in Islamabad 
today (Saturday), he said an outdated, privi-
leged and corrupt system based on nepotism 
and favoritism was defeated in the general elec-
tion on that day. The Minister said the founders 
of the outdated system had only pursued their 
personal interests by ruining the national in-
stitutions and economy. He said when Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf came to power; the country 
was mired in the debt trap, and was facing seri-
ous economic difficulties and challenges. Shibli 
Faraz said the nation under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Imran Khan set off on the path 
of reforms with a new determination. He said 
the coronavirus pandemic was not only fought 
and contained but also the lives and livelihood 
of the people were protected. He said the PTI 
government adopted a successful foreign policy 
while vigorously highlighting the Kashmir issue 
at the international level. He said a successful 
Kamyab Naujawan programme, uniform curri-
cula, the Billion Tree Tsunami project, accelera-
tion in work of China Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor projects, start of dams construction and the 
housing project for low-income people are the 
beginning of a new journey of development in 
the country. The Minister said that the struggle 
for the progress and prosperity of the country 
would continue under the leadership of Prime 
Minister, Imran Khan. The nation under the 
leadership of Prime Minister Imran Khan, he 
said, set off on the path of reforms with a new 
determination. The coronavirus pandemic was 
not only fought and contained but also the lives 
and livelihood of the people were protected un-
der the vision of prime minister, he added. He 
said the PTI government adopted a successful 
foreign policy while vigorously highlighting the 
Kashmir issue at the international level. A suc-
cessful Kamyab Naujawan programme, uniform 
curricula, the Billion Tree Tsunami project, ac-
celeration in work of China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor projects, start of dams construction 
and the housing project for low-income people 
were the beginning of a new journey of devel-
opment in the country, he added. The struggle 
for the progress and prosperity of the country 
would continue under the PM’s leadership, 
Shibli Faraz said. VoM

ISLAMABAD 

Federal Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi has 
said that legislation is necessary to get out of the 
gray list and 8 bills have been prepared regard-
ing Financial Action Task Force (FATF). Refer-
ring to the Financial Task Force, Shah Mahmood 
said that we got the gray list from the previous 
government, we need legislation to get out of 
there. He said we have consulted 8 laws of FATF 
with the Ministry of Finance while India is try-
ing its best to blacklist Pakistan. Federal Minis-
ter said that corruption free Pakistan is needed 
by all. Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) and Paki-
stan Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N) have not 
been able to improve National Accountability 
Bureau (NAB) rules for 10 years. He said that a 
bill has also been prepared to amend the NAB 
rules. All bills have been sent to the opposition 
for consultation. There will be a meeting with 
the opposition on Monday to see what progress 
has been made. Corruption free Pakistan is what 
we all need, he added. Addressing a press con-
ference in Multan, Shah Mahmood Qureshi said 
that coronavirus infections in the country were 
gradually decreasing. The government s strat-
egy of smart lockdown during the coronavirus 
has been successful and the world has also ap-
preciated our efforts to curb the infection. Shah 
Mahmood said that experts have said that the 

government s Coronavirus management did 
not seem to be satisfied, and they pointed out 
the practical implications of the Sindh govern-
ment and their severe lockdown and questioned 
why the Punjab and the central government 
were not doing so. Qureshi said that our smart 
lockdown strategy proved to be effective and 
today the world has followed it. And the vision 
that Imran Khan gave, today many countries 
of the world are following it. Minister said that 
according to the analysis of experts, by July 30, 
there would have been 1.2 million coronavirus-
affected patients and about 50,000 deaths in 
Pakistan. Thank God that God has kept Pakistan 
safe and there are no 1.2 million patients, no 
50,000 deaths but we are still deeply saddened 
by what has happened and we would like to ex-
press our sympathy to the affected families. Fed-
eral Foreign Minister further said that the Vice 
Chancellor of Nishtar Medical University Multan 
had died due to the epidemic. I pray to Allah to 
forgive him and others who have died from this 
epidemic and grant patience to their families. 
Foreign Minister said that our infection rate is 
gradually decreasing, deaths are gradually de-
creasing. The pressure on hospitals and people 
on ventilators is decreasing and God willing, we 
are close to eradicating this disease. However, 
he said that we still appeal to the people to con-

tinue with caution. Eid-ul-Adha is approaching 
and we request you to be careful for yourself 
and your family as the slightest negligence can 
lead to a new height in coronavirus cases. Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi said that we have to face the 
next challenge in the month of Muharram when 
there will be mourning. We fully respect it and 
realize its importance, but religious dignitaries, 
including clerics and elders, are requested to fol-
low the Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) 
and cooperate to protect people. Replying to 
a question, he said that he wished that there 
should be a separate booklet for South Pun-
jab in the annual development program in the 
forthcoming Punjab budget. Practical steps are 
being taken to set up a South Punjab Secretariat. 
Continuing, the Federal Foreign Minister said 
that we demand the establishment of a separate 
Public Service Commission for South Punjab. It 
will take time to become a province, we do not 
have a two-thirds majority. He said that South 
Punjab Province will solve the problems of the 
people. Few people will not decide the capital 
of South Punjab, this decision will be made on 
merit. He said, in my opinion, the provincial cap-
ital should be Multan. Minister said that we are 
grateful of Prime Minister and the Chief Minister 
of Punjab for the progress made in the forma-
tion of the new province. VoM
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