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Life is a marathon, 
not a sprint. It’s about 
taking a bigger-picture 
approach

Ivanka Trump

Govt determined to promote 
industrialization: PM
Chairman Coca Cola keens to expand company’s investment in Pakistan

DAVOS

Prime Minister Imran Khan on 
Thursday said his vision for a strong 
Pakistan was revival of industries for 
wealth creation, to be spent on the 
uplift of underprivileged segments in 
a welfare-oriented society.

Speaking at ‘Breakfast at Davos’, an 
event jointly organized by Pathfinder 
Group and Martin Dow Group on the 
sidelines of World Economic Forum 
in the Swiss resort, the prime minis-
ter shared his vision about Pakistan’s 
progress and related subjects includ-
ing strategic vision, fighting corruption, 
poverty alleviation and geopolitical 
balance.

Prime Minister Imran Khan said the 
country’s founding and ideological 
fathers Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah and Allama Iqbal wanted 
Pakistan to be a humane and just so-
ciety and vowed to set the direction of 
society on similar trajectory.

“Pakistan is about hope and I believe 
that with its immense potential and 
determination, the nation will thrive,” 
he added. Stressing the importance of 
good governance, he said institutions 
could get deteriorated quickly, but 
their revival always took a lot of time 
and efforts.

He mentioned corrupt system as the 

biggest challenge in slow implementa-
tion of reforms of institutions. “It is like 
everyone wants to remove the tumor, 

but does not want to have the pain of 
surgery,” he said, adding the moment 
nation realized the importance of good 

governance, the country would make 
progress.

Prime Minister Imran Khan said big 
dreams lead to bigger achievement 
if supported by struggle and com-
mitment. “Going after a big mission, 
never ever think of compromising,” the 
prime minister said as he shared the 
main principle of his life, adding that 
he wanted the nation to never give up 
in difficult times and be patient.

He mentioned that foreign debts 
by previous governments resulted in 
putting undue pressure on common 
man and said he would soon take 
up the matter with stakeholders on 
how to reduce burden on electricity 
consumers. Imran Khan highlighted 
his government’s export-oriented ap-
proach to attain economic stability and 
mentioned reduction in current fiscal 
deficit by 75 percent which ultimately 
reflected in 200 percent increase in 
foreign investment.

“I am confident that Pakistan is on the 
right track,” he said, adding that staying 
steadfast during challenges was impor-
tant to achieve goals. He said Pakistan’s 
large human resource, its copper, gold 
and coal reserves and the most fertile 
land gave the country an edge to make 
progress, provided correct use of tech-
nology and advanced means.

Merkel invites PM Imran to Germany

DAVOS: German Chancellor Angela Merkel on Thursday extended an 
invitation to Prime Minister Imran Khan to visit the central European 
country. The development came as the two leaders met on the sidelines 
of the World Economic Forum in Davos. The premier is leading Pakistan’s 
delegation at the annual event alongside Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi, Advisor to the PM on Finance Dr Abdul Hafeez Sheikh, Advisor 
to the PM on Commerce Abdul Razzak Dawood and Advisor at large on 
investment Ali Jahangir Siddiqui. During his visit, PM Imran has met a 
number of world leaders including United States President Donald Trump 
and his Singaporean counterpart Lee Hsien Loong.

Prime Minister Imran Khan speaking at Pakistan Breakfast Meet in Davos on Thursday. Photo: PID

Pakistan conducts 
successful 
training launch 
of Ghaznavi 
ballistic missile

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan on Thursday conducted a successful training 
launch of surface to surface ballistic missile Ghaznavi.

According to ISPR, the missile is capable of delivering 
multiple types of warheads upto a range of 290 kilom-
eters. The President, the Prime Minister, the Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee and the Services Chiefs 
have congratulated the nation on this landmark 
achievement.

The training launch was part of Field Training Exercise 
of Army Strategic Forces Command aimed at rehearsing 
operational readiness procedures during day and night.

The training launch was witnessed by Director 
General Strategic Plans Division Lieutenant General 
Nadeem Zaki Manj, the Commander Army Strategic 
Forces Command, the Chairman NESCOM, senior offic-
ers from Strategic Plans Division, Army Strategic Forces 
Command, Scientists and Engineers of the strategic 
organizations.

The Director General Strategic Plans Division appreci-
ated the operational preparedness of Army Strategic 
Forces Command for displaying a very high standard 
of proficiency in handling and operating the weapon 
system.

He also expressed full confidence in the robust 
Strategic Command and Control System and the capa-
bility of Strategic Forces.

Pakistan’s earns 
$206m from 

travel services’ 
export in 5 

months

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan earned $206.040 million 
by providing different travel ser-
vices in various countries during 
the first five months of the current 
financial year 2019-20.

This shows growth of 22.61 per-
cent as compared to $168.050 mil-
lion same services were provided 
during the corresponding period 
of fiscal year 2018-19, Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics (PBS) said.

During the period under review, 
the personal travel services grew 
by 22.92 percent, from $165.540 
million last year to $203.480 
million during July-November 
(2019-20). Among these personal 
services, the exports of education 
related services and health related 
services decreased by 49.94 and 
72.88 percent respectively.

In addition, the other personal 
services increased by 28.05 per-
cent, out of which religious and 
other travel services witnessed 
growth of 158.70 and 27.90 per-
cent respectively.

On the other hand, the business 
services exports, grew by 1.99 
percent during the period, as its 
exports increased from $2.510 
million to $2.560 million, the PBS 
data revealed.

It is pertinent to mention here 
that the services trade deficit of 
the country during five months of 
current financial year decreased 
by 6.59% as compared the corre-
sponding period of last year.

During the period from July-
November, 2019-20, services 
exports grew by 2.95%, whereas 
imports reduced by 1.36%, ac-
cording the data released by 
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics.

Services worth $2.165 billion ex-
ported during the last five months 
as compared the exports of $2.103 
billion in same period of last year, 
whereas imports of services into 
the country was recorded at 
$3.784 billion as against the im-
ports of $3.836 billion, the data 
revealed.

Pakistan slips 
three spots on 
Corruption 
Perceptions Index

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan was on Thursday ranked 120 
out of 180 countries on the Corruption Perceptions 
Index (CPI) 2019, according to a report released by 
Transparency International (TI), an international non-
governmental organization based in Berlin.

CPI uses a scale of 0 to 100 to rank nations, where 0 
is highly corrupt and 100 is very clean. Pakistan’s score 
— 32/100 — is one below its score last year and well 
below the CPI average of 43 for the year 2019. However, 
TI said that more than two-thirds of countries on its list 
scored below 50 on the index this year.

The Berlin-based non-profit releases the index every 
year, ranking 180 countries and territories by their per-
ceived levels of public sector corruption according to 
experts and business people. Pakistan was ranked at 
the 117th place for the years 2017 and 2018.

The country had scored 33/100 on the CPI in 2018 
and 32/100 in 2017. Although Pakistan’s score on the 
index has not changed much compared to the past year, 
changes in the scores of other countries on the list can 
be one reason why Pakistan slipped in the ranking.

According to Transparency International, the CPI 2019 
shows that corruption is more pervasive in countries 
where big money can flow freely into electoral cam-
paigns and where governments listen only to the voices 
of wealthy or well-connected individuals.

Oil falls as spectre of China 
virus looms over fuel demand

LONDON/NEW YORK/BEIJING

Oil prices fell on Thursday on concern 
that the spread of a respiratory virus 
from China could lower fuel demand if 
it stunts economic growth in an echo of 
the SARS epidemic nearly 20 years ago. 
Brent crude futures were down $0.88, or 
1.39%, at $62.33 a barrel by 1225 GMT, 
having earlier touched their lowest since 
December 4. They lost 2.1% in the previ-
ous session.

US West Texas Intermediate futures 
fell $0.89, or 1.57%, to $55.85 a barrel 
after earlier falling to the lowest since 
December 3. The contract declined 2.7% 
on Wednesday. On Thursday, China put 
on lockdown two cities that were at the 
epicentre of a new coronavirus outbreak 
that has killed 17 people and infected 
nearly 600 as health authorities around 
the world scrambled to prevent a global 
pandemic.

The potential for a pandemic has 
stirred memories of the Sudden Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) outbreak 
in 2002-03, which also started in China 
and dented economic growth and caused 
a slump in travel. “Fundamentals are 
really being driven by virus fears. On 
a technical basis, there’s been a fight 
over the past six sessions but oil finally 
broke the 200-day moving average 
when it closed below that level yester-

day (Wednesday),” said Olivier Jakob of 
consultancy Petromatrix.

Cases have been detected as far away 
as the United States and global stock 
markets were also down in part due 
to fears of the virus spreading further 
as millions of Chinese prepare to travel 
for the Lunar New Year. Beijing said on 
Thursday that it had cancelled major 
public events, including two well-known 
Lunar New Year temple fairs, to curb the 
spread.

“We estimate a price shock of up to 

$5 (a barrel) if the crisis develops into a 
SARS-style epidemic based on historical 
oil price movements,” JPM Commodities 
Research said in a note.

The US bank maintained its forecast for 
Brent to average $67 a barrel in the first 
quarter and $64.50 a barrel throughout 
2020. Amid all the demand concerns, 
however, supply remains plentiful.

US crude stockpiles rose last week 
by 1.6 million barrels against expecta-
tions of a drop, the American Petroleum 
Institute said late on Tuesday. 

UK Brexit bill becomes law after 
receiving royal assent

LONDON

Britain’s delayed and disputed Brexit bill has become law, 
removing the last U.K. obstacle to the country leaving the 
European Union in just over a week.

House of Commons Deputy Speaker Nigel Evans announced 
Thursday that the Withdrawal Agreement Act had received 
royal assent from Queen Elizabeth II, the final formality in the 
measure’s legislative journey.

The queen’s assent came hours after the bill completed its 
passage through Parliament by getting approval from the 
House of Lords. “At times it felt like we would never cross 
the Brexit finish line, but we’ve done it,” Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson said after that milestone.

The European Union’s parliament also must approve the 
Brexit divorce deal before Jan. 31 if Britain is to leave on time. 
Lawmakers in Brussels are due to vote on it next week. The 
U.K. is finally leaving the EU more than 3 1/2 years after voters 
narrowly opted for Brexit in a June 2016 referendum - and after 
many rounds of political wrangling.

After years of negotiations between the British government 
and the EU, U.K. lawmakers repeatedly defeated attempts by 
both Johnson and predecessor Theresa May to finalize the 
departure terms with the other 27 nations of the bloc. That 
changed when Johnson’s Conservatives won the Dec. 12 elec-
tion, giving the government the ability to override the objec-
tions of opposition parties.

Despite Johnson’s repeated promise to “get Brexit done” on 
Jan. 31, the day of departure only marks the start of the first 
stage of the country’s EU exit. Britain and the EU are to then 
launch into negotiations on their future ties, racing to strike 
new relationships for trade, security and a host of other areas 
by the end of 2020. Johnson insists he won’t agree to any delay 
beyond the end of the year. The U.K. is also keen to begin talks 
on a free trade deal with the United States, and intends to ne-

gotiate simultaneously with the EU and the U.S.
Speaking at the World Economic Forum in the Swiss ski resort 

of Davos, U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said a deal 
with Britain was “an absolute priority of President Trump and 
we expect to complete that within this year.” U.S. Commerce 
Secretary Wilbur Ross said a trade deal between the two 
countries shouldn’t be too difficult because their economies 
are similar.

“Both are very heavily services oriented and within services, 
such as financial services there’s already a pretty high degree 
of integration and coordination so it should be much easier 
mechanically,” he said in Davos. But British opposition politi-
cians are already raising concerns about issues ranging from 
food-safety standards - especially the U.S. practice of chlorine-
washing chicken to kill germs - to drug prices.

Ross sought to dampen concerns that a trade deal wouldl 
mean higher drug prices as U.S. pharmaceutical companies look 
to gain concessions from Britain’s state-run National Health 
Service.



The Brexit Enigma

B oris Johnson’s government has suffered a 
fresh Lords defeat over its decision to strip 
protections for refugee children from its 
Brexit legislation. The PM has vowed to 
force the bill through the Commons despite 

five defeats in two days by peers. Johnson’s Conservative 
Party won a large majority in the lower chamber, the 
House of Commons, in a December 12 election.

Earlier this month, legislators there quickly approved 
the legislation needed to ratify his exit deal with Brussels. 
But the House of Lords, where Johnson’s government does 
not have a majority, made three changes to the legislation, 
including over the rights of European Union citizens after 
Brexit. The Lords voted 300 to 220 to ensure unaccom-
panied child refugees can continue to be reunited with 
family members in the UK, a promise made by Johnson’s 
predecessor Theresa May but stripped from his legislation.

Members of the House of Lords voted 270 to 229 in 
favour of a change put forward by the pro-EU Liberal 
Democrats, which would give eligible EU citizens in the 
United Kingdom an automatic right to stay after Brexit, 
rather than having to apply to the government to do so. 
The battle lines between Britain and the European Union 
are taking shape on farming, fish, state aid, banking and 
a host of other issues ahead of the launch of negotiations 
for a free trade deal in March.

Britain will leave the EU on January 31 and begin a 
no-change transition period that runs until the end of 
2020, during which it will seek to negotiate its future 
relationship with the bloc. Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
has ruled out extending the transition and is in the pro-
cess of making it illegal to do so, leaving only 11 months 
to seal a deal between the world’s fifth-biggest economy 
and its biggest trade bloc.

The European Commission, which negotiates on behalf 

of the 27 remaining EU members, plans to thrash out its 
objectives early next month before putting them to EU 
governments on Feb 25. Britain will also set out what it 
wants from the talks. Negotiations are expected to start 
in March and the deal effectively needs to be wrapped 
up by October in order to kick in on 1st of January 2021 
because it will have to be checked by lawyers, translated 
into the EU’s 22 other languages and put to the EU gov-
ernments and the European Parliament for approval.

If Britain changes its mind and asks to extend the tran-
sition, it would have to request it by June 30. An exten-
sion can be granted for up to two years. Britain’s Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson is preparing to impose new re-
strictions on low-skilled migrants moving to Britain on 
the first day after the Brexit transition period ends in 
December. Plans are being drawn up by Johnson’s aides 
under which the government would bring forward its 
post-Brexit immigration shake-up by two years, thereby 
removing a temporary extension of the current rules 
until 2023 that had been demanded by business groups.

During this transition period, the UK government 
and the EU will ideally negotiate for a data protection 
arrangement that suits both parties, whether that’s an 
adequacy decision, a Privacy Shield-type agreement, 
or another agreement that allows data to move freely 
between the UK and EU. The UK and EU have said they 
are “committed to ensuring a high level of personal data 
protection to facilitate such flows between them” and 
hope to have made agreements by the end of the transi-
tion period.

There will be more clarity on the new relationship 
between the EU and the UK only once this phase of the 
negotiations has been completed. The new agreements 
will enter into force after the transition period, which 
will end on 31 December 2020. These new agreements, 
too, will have to be approved by the individual member 
states, the UK parliament and the European Parliament. 
If no agreement is reached about the future relationship 
between the UK and EU, there will be a ‘no deal’ Brexit 
after the transition period.

Today in Hist    ry

Microsoft fixes error that 
exposed customer database

FLORIDA

 Microsoft has said it conducted 
an investigation into a security 
breach of one of its customer data-
bases and found records could have 
been exposed for a short period in 
December.

A misconfiguration in a database’s 
Azure security rules on December 
5 enabled exposure to millions of 
customer support records, accord-
ing to a blog post from Microsoft. 
After being alerted of the issue, 
engineers fixed the problem as of 
December 31. The company says 
there was no malicious use of the data but 
is disclosing the breach to be transparent 
to its customers. 

Misconfigurations are unfortunately a 
common error across the industry, the 
company said. We have solutions to help 
prevent this kind of mistake, but unfor-
tunately, they were not enabled for this 
database. As we’ve learned, it is good to 
periodically review your own configura-
tions and ensure you are taking advantage 
of all protections available.

Most customer data stored in the data-
bases had personal information redacted, 
Microsoft said. The company said it’ll con-
tact customers whose info may have not 
been redacted. Bob Diachenko, a security 
researcher with Comparitech, discovered 
the security lapse on December 28. He 
alerted Microsoft about the issue on Dec. 
29 leading to the fix two days later. 

Following this issue, Microsoft said it’s 
taking the following steps to prevent future 
occurrences; 
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Recovering  Power 
Tariff Difference

I t is quite clear that base tariff of 7.5 ¢ is being maintained for the “Export 
Oriented Sectors” and to maintain the base tariff, an element of subsidy to 
cross subsidy has been introduced. The additional costs reflected periodic 
adjustment are not covered by such subsidies and if they are not charged 
to the industry, the burden would have to be shared by the domestic, agri-

cultural and commercial consumers. While the GoP is fully committed to promote 
export for which the base tariff is being maintained, it is important to protect the 
aforementioned sector from the burden of future x-subsidies.   

The difference between the base tariff and the Concessionary Rate was to be 
plugged in / contributed by the Federal Government per the notification for 
rationalization of process of payment of subsidy. The representations made by 
APTMA and the financial implications of the matter were discussed with the 
Finance Division and other concerned divisions, including, Ministry of Commerce 
and Textile.

On account of no budgetary allocation for the purposes of the demanded relief 
in FY 2018-2019 or in the current financial year, the Finance Division communi-
cated that being pass-through items the same should be duly recovered as per 
tariff notifications from industrial consumers, as the subsidy is only meant for 
furtherance of pro-poor Government policy.

Accordingly, after due deliberations between various government division, and 
approval from the Federal Government, it was declared that the erstwhile zero 
rated sectors would be notified as Export Oriented Sectors, which will continue 
to remain entitled to the above subsidized package. 

However, further additional subsidy claimed in the context of all remaining com-
ponents of cost/price of electricity would be recoverable from such consumers 
per the notified tariffs, after incentivizing the base rate through the Concessionary 
Rate as explained above, which differential is already being provided by the 
Federal Government from the allocated subsidy. In additional, this sector is also 
getting commercial rate of gas supply.

A Good Move

P akistan and USA have great potential to further enhance bilateral trade 
in many products and to exploit all untapped potential, establishing 
strong business linkages between private sectors of both countries 
was the key requirement. However, as a positive development towards 
the right direction, Pakistani and American business communities 

have agreed to work jointly to enhance bilateral cooperation between the two 
countries in areas of economic development including commerce, industry, SMEs, 
agriculture, education, business information exchange, hospitality & tourism, 
import-export, infrastructure, investments, jewelry & handicrafts, marbles, phar-
maceuticals, professional & technical services, real estate, retail, steel, student 
exchanges, taxation, transportation & energy, telecom & information technology.

In this connection, the Islamabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry (ICCI) and 
Pakistan American Business Association (PABA) have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) to work jointly for further improving bilateral trade and 
economic relations between Pakistan and USA. Now both the parties will work 
in close collaboration with their respective governments to further enhance 
business linkages between the private sectors of both countries.

Both the organizations will work together to foster greater business linkages 
between the member companies of both trade bodies to explore JVs and invest-
ment in each other country. Both sides shall provide continuous support to each 
other and exchange information on business and investment opportunities in 
each other country so that business community of both sides could take benefit of 
all potential business opportunities. PABA was established in 1986 in Washington 
and it provided leadership training, community service, business networking 
along with hosting highly successful business conventions and trade shows.

TAT Special

SAIMA ZAMAN
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Swift fights for people’s respect
NEW YORK

 Taylor Swift feels good about “not feel-
ing muzzled anymore”. The ‘Lover’ hit-
maker is much more outspoken as of late, 
including about her own political beliefs 
as well as her disagreement with Scooter 
Braun over the master recordings of her 
first six albums, and she feels so much 
better now she is no longer “fighting for 
people’s respect” and focusing on her own 
happiness.

Narrating the trailer for her upcoming 
Netflix documentary, ‘Miss Americana’, 
she said: “Throughout my whole career, 
label executives would just say, ‘A nice girl 
doesn’t force their opinions on people, a 
nice girl smiles and waves and says thank 
you.’ I became the person that everyone 
wanted me to be. Nobody physically saw 
me for a year, and that was what I thought 
they wanted. I had to deconstruct an en-
tire belief system. Toss it out and reject it. 
It woke me up from constantly feeling like 
I was fighting for people’s respect. It was 
happiness without anyone else’s input. 
I want to do this. I need to do to be on 
the right side of history. I feel really good 
about not feeling muzzled anymore. And 
it was my own doing. There’s nothing that 
feels better than this moment.”

Then, on January 24, 1946, the 
General Assembly of the United 
Nations adopted its first resolu-
tion, a measure calling for the 
peaceful uses of atomic energy 
and the elimination of atomic and 
other weapons of mass destruc-
tion. In 1944, at the Dumbarton 
Oaks conference in Washington, 
D.C., the groundwork was laid 
by Allied delegates for an inter-
national postwar organization to 
maintain peace and security in 
the postwar world. The organiza-
tion was to possess considerably 
more authority over its mem-
bers than the defunct League of 
Nations, which had failed in its 
attempts to prevent the outbreak 
of World War II. In April 1945, 
with celebrations of victory in 
Europe about to commence, del-
egates from 51 nations convened 
in San Francisco to draft the 
United Nations Charter. On June 
26, the document was signed by 
the delegates, and on October 
24 it was formally ratified by the 
five permanent members of the 
Security Council and a majority 
of other signatories.

PRCS successfully executing V2R project in AJK: Abrar
  SOHAIL MAJEED BUTT

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS) 
Chairman Abrar ul Haq has said that 
Pakistanis are a resilient nation, and have 
courage as well as the will to bravely face 
any natural or man-made threats and 
disasters.

Addressing the closing ceremony of 
three-day training organized in connec-
tion with the Vulnerability to Resilience 
(V2R) project launched in four districts of 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Abrar ul Haq 
said the PRCS is a huge platform to serve 
the humanity. “We at PRCS are a family 
of dedicated, passionate and committed 
workers who have a common objective: 
serving the humanity,” he said, while ad-
dressing the participants. “Where there is 

a will, there is a way, if will is there, funds 
and resources are not an issue,” he said.

Abrar ul Haq said the PRCS is success-
fully implementing the V2R project in AJK 
and is committed to make it a complete 
success and role model for others to fol-

low. He also hailed the services being ren-
dered by the V2R project staff in all four 
targeted districts of AJK to mitigate the 
sufferings of the vulnerable communities.

He said the PRCS is in touch with several 
local and international organizations and 
institutions to expand its outreach and 
find new avenues of cooperation and col-
laboration to serve the downtrodden seg-
ments of the society. He said the PRCS will 
be launching a number of new initiatives 
in the new future to serve the humanitar-
ian cause. “Together, we will make a new 
and resilient Pakistan,” he vowed.

Abrar ul Haq said training and passion 
are equally important in successful man-
agement of and better delivery during 
disasters and emergencies. He hoped 
that the training opportunity will help the 

participants gain knowl-
edge of technical aspects 
of the V2R project and in 
turn improve productiv-
ity and ensure quality and 
compliance in the imple-
mentation phase.

Later, PRCS Chairman 
Abrar ul Haq awarded 
shields to the facilitators 
and certificates to the 
participants.

PRCS Joint Director 
Operations Abaidullah 
Khan, Advisor V2R Shahid 
Kazmi and Programme 
Manager Zubair Khan 
were also present on the 
occasion.

UNGA adopts 1st resolution

 Negotiations are expected 
to start in March and the deal 
effectively needs to be wrapped 
up by October in order to kick in 
on 1st of January 2021 because 
it will have to be checked by 
lawyers, translated into the 
EU’s 22 other languages and 
put to the EU governments and 
the European Parliament for 
approval.

Training and passion are 
equally important in successful 
management of and better delivery 
during disasters and emergencies
Foreign Office



UNDP:  Developing Local Solutions 
to Development Challenges

T he UN system in 
Pakistan continues to 
strengthen its efforts 
to achieve greater im-
pact in contributing 
to national develop-
ment plans and priori-

ties. The impetus of this effort remains 
grounded in One UN reform, following 
the call from the UN General Assembly in 
1997 for a more coherent, effective and 
efficient UN development system.

As the manager of the Resident 
Coordinator (RC) system and an 
Administrative’ Agent for One Fund, 
UNDP, with its UN partners, remains 
fully committed to ensuring that the UN 
development system works together 
more coherently, enabling the UN to be 
a more effective development partner in 
contributing to a marked improvement in 
the lives of the people in Pakistan.

UNDP recognizes that there must be 
mutual accountability for results between 
the UN Country Team, to ensure that all 
entities are working together under One 
UN umbrella towards the common goal of 
supporting national development plans 
around agreed-upon programme priori-
ties under the One Programme.

United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) works with the 
Government and people of Pakistan to 
develop local solutions to development 
challenges. In an evolving development 
context, we support Pakistan’s efforts 
to build a more equitable, prosperous, 
peaceful and resilient society, and to 
achieve its SDGs and COP25 targets.

UNDP promotes transformational 
change by fostering strategic partnerships 
with national counterparts in the federal, 
provincial and regional governments, civil 
society, the private sector and the local 
and international community. 

UNDP supports transformational 
change by providing technical assistance 
focusing on developing capacity within 
national and local authorities, provid-
ing solutions with strong monitoring 

and evaluation tools, and delivering pro-
grammes with maximum efficiency, trans-
parency and accountability.

UNDP’s ultimate goal is to improve the 
lives of the people of Pakistan through 
keeping people out of poverty; govern-
ance for peaceful, just and inclusive so-
cieties; crisis prevention and increased 
resilience; nature-based solutions for 
development; clean affordable energy; 
and women’s empowerment and gender 
equality.

UNDP is working with the Government 
of Pakistan, civil society, national part-
ners and the people of Pakistan to help 
find solutions to persistent development 
challenges. We work to build lasting insti-
tutional capacity, provide technical exper-
tise to improve development outcomes, 
and help link the Government and people 
of Pakistan to innovative global solutions 
in areas such as improved data qual-
ity and collection, better environmental 
management, climate change finance and 
adaptation, strong and accountable gov-
ernance mechanisms and capacities to re-
spond effectively to conflict and disasters.

We continue to provide strong policy 

advice and advocacy on normative UN 
issues such as gender equality, tackling 
social and economic inequality, human 
rights and the rule of law. In respond-
ing to natural and man-made disasters 
and crises, UNDP works closely with the 
National, Provincial and District Disaster 
Management Authorities for strengthen-
ing, capacity building and risk reduction 
response systems throughout Pakistan.

UNDP promotes transformational 
change by fostering strategic partnerships 
with national counterparts in the federal, 
provincial and regional governments, civil 
society, the private sector, and the local 
and international community. UNDP sup-
ports this change by providing technical 
assistance focusing on enhancing capac-
ity within national and local authorities, 
developing solutions with strong moni-
toring and evaluation tools, and deliver-
ing programs with maximum efficiency, 
transparency, and accountability.

UNDP works with the Government and 
people of Pakistan to develop local solu-
tions to development challenges. In an 
evolving development context, we sup-
port Pakistan’s efforts to build a more eq-
uitable, prosperous, peaceful and resilient 
society, and to achieve its SDGs and COP25 
targets. UNDP promotes transformational 
change by fostering strategic partnerships 
with national counterparts in the federal, 
provincial and regional governments, civil 
society, the private sector and the local 
and international community. 

UNDP supports transformational 
change by providing technical assistance 
focusing on developing capacity within 
national and local authorities, provid-
ing solutions with strong monitoring 
and evaluation tools, and delivering pro-
grammes with maximum efficiency, trans-
parency and accountability.

UNDP’s ultimate goal is to improve the 

lives of the people of Pakistan through 
keeping people out of poverty; govern-
ance for peaceful, just and inclusive so-
cieties; crisis prevention and increased 
resilience; nature-based solutions for 
development; clean affordable energy; 
and women’s empowerment and gender 
equality.

UNDP Pakistan works to support dem-
ocratic development and the promo-
tion and protection of the rule of law in 
Pakistan. Democratic Governance works 
towards improved governance at federal, 
provincial and particularly district levels 
by supporting the devolution and decen-

tralisation objectives through political 
and fiscal devolution, transparency and 
accountability, strengthening of state in-
stitutions, capacity and promotion of local 
participation and ownership. 

We aim to build effective and capable 
governance institutions that are account-
able and transparent, inclusive and re-

sponsive from elections to participation 
of women and the poor. UNDP provides 
strategic support to institutions, govern-
mental and non-governmental, working 
in areas such as decentralization, civic 
education, and rule of law, transparency 
and women’s political empowerment.

UNDP Pakistan works to support com-
munities as they recover from displace-
ment, insecurity and natural disaster 
and the burden of hosting thousands of 
temporarily displaced families and refu-
gees. Recognising the critical role of young 
people in building secure societies led to 
growing focus on empowerment through 
education, recreation skills development 
and employability support.

Environment and climate change are 
inextricably linked to sustainable devel-
opment. Pakistan requires greater pro-
gress in environmental protection. Water 
scarcity is increasing, land productivity is 
decreasing, and climate change is wors-
ening these treats. The risk of natural 
disasters, also exacerbated by climate 
change as well as economic shocks, adds 
to existing vulnerabilities. We are promot-
ing the integration of climate-resilient and 
environmentally sustainable policies into 
development plans and programmes in 
Pakistan.

UNDP is supporting projects across 
the region in Pakistan to respond to 
the growing threat of climate change; 
to mainstream environment concerns 
into national development planning pro-
cesses; and to expand access to environ-
mental and energy services for the poor. 
In particular, UNDP has sought to ensure 
that the poor have stronger capacities to 
manage, adapt to and monitor climate 
change.

Climate Change is a huge development 
challenge as well as a huge environmental 
challenge. Apart from the global impact, 
it is hitting the poorest and the most vul-
nerable first and hardest. It is a growing 
problem of the here and now. The effects 
of climate change also weigh dispropor-
tionately on the poorest, and on women 
and children. Successful climate change 
adaptation, coupled with forceful mitiga-

tion, holds the key to human development 
prospects.

Gender equality, centered in human 
rights, is both a development goal on its 
own and a critical factor for achieving sus-
tainable development. It underlies one of 
the guiding principles of the 2030 Agenda 
for Development – the concept of ‘leaving 
no one behind’.

UNDP supports the government and 
civil society partners to empower women 
and achieve gender equality. In contribut-
ing to development for all Pakistanis, fe-
male or male, we work to guarantee that 
women participate in, and their voices are 
heard, across government institutions, 
civil society, and the private sector and in 
UNDP itself.

Gender equality is fundamental to a 
country’s development and essential 
to the achievement of the Sustainable 
Development Goals. Accordingly, we are 

guided by the UNDP Gender Equality 
Strategy 2014–2017, advancing the 
empowerment of women as we support 
countries in their efforts to eradicate 
poverty and reduce inequality.

 Globally and in Pakistan, we integrate 
the experiences and needs of women 
into every aspect of our work. UNDP 
supports partners to eliminate gender 
inequalities through targeted, gender-
focused programmes and by working to 
ensure that all development efforts take 
into account the experiences, needs, and 
contributions of women.

By removing structural barriers to 
gender equality and promoting women’s 
participation in the decisions that affect 
their lives, success in eradicating pov-
erty and inequality, building resilience 
to disasters, climate change and conflict, 
and driving sustainable development 
can be achieved. UNDP believes that the 
gender inequalities and discriminatory 
attitudes and practices that hold women 
back, must be confronted and elimi-
nated, if we are to leave no one behind.

Business-as-usual in the way we ap-
proach development must change. The 
Center for Global Development recently 
found that the SDGs are unlikely to be 
met by 2030 without rapid, ubiquitous 
innovation. This means, new and inno-
vative approaches need to be introduced 
and tested that effectively embrace 
complexity of development challenges 
to allow opportunities to create trans-
formative changes. 
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UNDP’s National Goodwill Ambassadors

U NDP’s National 
G o o d w i l l 
Ambassadors are 
inspirational women 
and men who serve 
as spokespersons to 
uphold the United 

Nations Charter and the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

Women and youth play a vital role in 
building the future. All around the world, 
UNDP’s Goodwill Ambassadors shine a 
light on the issues that matter. They are 
committed to using their leadership to in-
spire others to work together to build a 
future of fairness, equality and to achieve 
the Sustainable Development Goals.
On 26 February 2018, UNDP welcomed 
Samina Baig to the ranks of UNDP’s 
Goodwill Ambassadors in Pakistan. The 
first Pakistani woman to have climbed 
Mount Everest, Ms Baig will lead ef-
forts to build national awareness and 
partnerships around the Sustainable 
Development Goals, particularly those 
related to climate change, environmental 
protection and women’s empowerment.
Born in Gilgit-Baltistan, at the age of 22 
Samina Baig became the first Pakistani 
woman to climb Mount Everest. By the 
time she turned 23, she had climbed the 

highest mountain on each of the world’s 
seven continents. Awarded the Pride 
of Performance by the Government of 
Pakistan, today she presides over the 
Pakistan Youth Outreach Foundation 
to encourage youth, especially women, 
to participate in outdoor activities. As 
a mountaineer she bears witness to 
the critical importance of preserving 

Pakistan’s fragile ecosystems and pre-
paring for the effects of climate change.
Our Goodwill Ambassadors, Tennis 
superstar Aisam ul Haq Qureshi and 
popular singer Hadiqa Kiani, have been 
a constant source of inspiration to the 
Pakistani community with their dedica-
tion and commitment to sustainable de-
velopment. With their dedicated efforts 

and advocacy, we were able to extend our 
outreach to the people whose lives were 
adversely affected by the worst floods in 
the country’s history in 2010.
These National Goodwill Ambassadors 
are now delivering key messages of 
UNDP programs to federal and provin-
cial governments in achieving their de-
velopment goals, notably the Millennium 
Development Goals and the objectives to 
be set internationally beyond 2015. Their 
work is beneficial for supporting nation-
ally-driven solutions to poverty reduction 
and improving livelihoods and resilience.
In July 2012, UNDP Pakistan’s National 
Goodwill Ambassador, Hadiqa Kiani 
visited communities of district Thatta 
of Sindh Province and interacted with 
village women, children, elders and 
other beneficiaries of UNDP support in 
restoring their socio-economic condi-
tions with enhanced sustainability and 
disaster-resilience.
Hadiqa was accompanied by the UNDP 
team led by the Country Director, 
Toshihiro Tanaka as well as local im-
plementing partner representatives 
from Health and Nutrition Development 
Society (HANDS), Worldwide Fund for 
Nature (WWF) Pakistan and Sindh Rural 
Support Program (SRSP).  

Resident Representative

 Ignacio Artaza
Ignacio Artaza has over 20 years of ex-
perience in development cooperation 
and relief operations. He has been UNDP 
Country Director in Pakistan since 2016, 
and Resident Representative a.i. since 
January 2019.  Prior to his appointment in 
Pakistan, he was UNDP Country Director 
in Egypt for four years where he oversaw 
the design and implementation of job cre-
ation for youth and women empowerment 
initiatives, as well as capacity building for 
administrative reforms and a vast climate 
change and biodiversity programme.
He has served with UNDP since 1999 
in various capacities, as a Management Advisor based in New York (2008–
2012), Deputy Resident Representative in the Republic of Moldova (2005–
2008), Programme Specialist in the Republic of the Sudan (2003–2005) and 
Programme Officer in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (1999–2003).
Before joining UNDP, he worked in humanitarian programmes with Médecins 
Sans Frontières/Doctors Without Borders in Ecuador, Iran and Mozambique 
(1993–1998).
A Spanish national, he holds a Master’s degree in Business Administration 
from the Institut Supérieur de Gestion (Paris) and a Bachelor’s degree in 
International Affairs from Miami University (USA).

Deputy Resident Representative 

Aliona Niculita

Ms Aliona Niculita assumed her 
functions as UNDP Deputy Resident 
Representative in Pakistan on 26 
August 2019. Her responsibility 
includes both programme and op-
erations. Ms. Aliona Niculita has 
more than 25 years of experience 
in development cooperation. Ms. 
Niculita has been associated as 
UNDP Resident Representative a.i. 
and Deputy Resident Representative 
in the Kyrgyz Republic since 2015, 
prior to which she held various posi-
tions in the field and headquarters  
such as Deputy Country Director in 
the Republic of Tajikistan, Senior 
Assistant Resident Representative 
and Programme Analyst in Moldova, 
South Coordinator in Kyrgyzstan, 
programme specialist on detail as-
signment in the Regional Bureau 
for Europe and CIS at HQ in New 
York. Ms. Niculita started her career 
in 1993 as public servant with the 
Government of Moldova. Ms. Niculita 
holds degrees in law from the Law 
Academy and History from the State 
University of Moldova.

Operations Manager 

Agnes Kochan

Agnes has over 15 years of experi-
ence in UN Operations Management. 
Since 2015, she has been working in 
Pakistan as International Operations 
Manager at the UNFPA Country 
Office.  She served as Programme 
Finance Assistant (1997 – 2002) 
and later as Head of Resource 
Management Unit (2001 – 2014) at 
the UNDP Bratislava Regional Center.  
In 2014, she assisted the UNFPA CO 
Sierra Leone during the Ebola out-
break as Operations Manager. Agnes 
is Slovak national of Hungarian 
origin and holds a Master’s Degree 
of Environmental Chemistry and 
Technologies from the Slovak 
Technical University, Bratislava.
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WEF 2020 & Global Risks
Stakeholders for a Cohesive & Sustainable World

T he annual World 
Economic Forum 
(WEF) is underway, 
with a focus on both 
U.S. President Donald 
Trump struggling with 
domestic impeach-

ment charges and teenage activist Greta 
Thunberg looking to force the global fi-
nancial elite to act against climate change.  
About 3,000 people, of whom 24% are 
women, from 117 countries, are set to 
gather in the ski town, nestled in the Swiss 
Alps for the 50th anniversary of the four-
day WEF. Trump and German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel is among 53 state and gov-
ernment heads who will be attending the 
forum.In the face of impeachment charges, 
Trump will give the first keynote speech 
on the first day of the meeting. 

Special addresses are expected from 
Merkel, Iraq’s President Barham Salih, 
European Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen, Pakistan’s Prime Minister 
Imran Khan and Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky.  Turkey has a very 
strong ministerial representation with 
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu, 
Finance Minister Berat Albayrak, Trade 
Minister Ruhsar Pekcan, and Turkey’s 
Central Bank Governor Murat Uysal. 

The Forum’s first meeting in 1971 was 
established to further the idea put forward 
by Professor Klaus Schwab that business 
should serve all stakeholders – custom-
ers, employees, communities, as well as 
shareholders. It was reaffirmed in 1973 
in the Davos Manifesto, a document that 
has shaped the work of the Forum ever 

since. In a major update, this year’s Annual 
Meeting will see the publication of a uni-
versal “ESG scorecard” by the Forum’s 
International Business Council, which 
is currently chaired by Brian Moynihan, 
Chief Executive Officer of Bank of America.

The 2020 Annual Meeting is be among 
the most sustainable international sum-
mits ever held. Awarded the IS0 20121 
standard for sustainable events in 2018, 
the Annual Meeting is fully carbon neutral 
through reducing, calculating and offset-
ting event-related emissions. Initiatives 
put in place to achieve this goal include 
using locally-sourced food suppliers, in-
troducing alternative sources of protein 
to reduce meat consumption, sourcing 
100% renewable electricity, and reduc-
ing or eliminating the use of materials that 

cannot easily be recycled or re-used, such 
as carpets and introducing more electric 
vehicles.

According to ‘The Global Risks Report 
2020’, the world cannot wait for the fog 
of geopolitical and geo-economic uncer-
tainty to lift. For the first time in the 15 
year history of this annual risk report, 
environmental concerns accounted for all 
five of the top five long-terms risks likely 
to have a major impact over the course of 
the next decade and four out of the top 
five long-term risks in terms of signifi-
cance of their impact.

Børge Brende, president of the World 
Economic Forum, said: The political land-
scape is polarised, sea levels are rising and 
climate fires are burning. This is the year 
when world leaders must work with all 

sectors of society to repair and reinvigor-
ate our systems of cooperation, not just 
for short-term benefit but for tackling our 
deep-rooted risks. This emphasis on coop-
eration was a central theme of the Global 
Risks Report which recognised “economic 
confrontations” and “domestic political 
polarisation” as significant short-term 
risks in 2020.

Speaking with Insurance Business fol-
lowing the launch of the report, deputy 
head of the Centre for Geopolitical and 
Regional Affairs, Mirek Dusek, highlighted 
how the team at the World Economic 
Forum had identified the unsettled geo-
political and geo-economic landscape 
as the super risk which is the key to un-
locking the findings of the report. This is 
a drag on our ability to effectively tackle 

some of the other risks – environmental, 
technological and healthcare related – that 

we write about,” he said, and 
makes it harder to act with 
purpose given the more com-
plicated economic and geopo-
litical environment.

Dusek said that the drift 
from cooperation to compe-
tition and from consensus 
to confrontation which the 
World Economic Forum has 
been signposting as a seri-
ous global concern does 
not appear to be fading. The 
Forum, he said, has high-
lighted the danger in wait-
ing out this risk to see how 

it settles and whether or not the environ-
ment will go back to how it was. We’ve 
warned that waiting for this snapback is 
something that could actually be quite 
dangerous, he said, because it could close 
windows for us to act, for example in the 
climate sector where the next decade is 
crucial. The ambition really needs to be 
upgraded for all of us and waiting it out 
is, therefore, not an option.

Throughout the conference, the im-
pact of shareholders, consumers and 
regulators on increasing the pressure 
on organisations to act on environmen-
tal issues was detailed and the business 
case for this action was effectively sur-
mised by Brende who said: the cost of 
action is greatly outweighed by the cost 
of inaction.

According to the report, the ‘unsettled 
world’ in which this climate impact is oc-

curring is a driver of this risk due to the 
increasing global view of both challenges 
and opportunities through a unilateral 
lens. It was stated that unless stakehold-
ers adapt to “today’s epochal power-shift” 
and geopolitical turbulence while still pre-
paring for the future, time is going to run 
out to address some of the most pressing 
global challenges.

These challenges are not limited to envi-
ronmental issues but also include the sec-
tors of healthcare and technology. Dusek 
outlined how, within healthcare, there is 
something of a blind spot around lingering 
risks. Vaccine hesitancy and drug resist-
ance (particularly around antibiotics), he 
said, is actually managing to reverse some 
of our ability to fight infectious diseases 
and pandemics.

This concern goes back to the unsettled 
world, he said, as he noted that, when 
speaking to professionals that deal with 
pandemics and epidemics, they are wor-
ried due to the reliance on self-reporting 
in an increasingly uncommunicative global 
environment. Technology is another area 
impacted by this risk, Dusek outlined.

We see all these post-industrial revolu-
tion technologies which are reshaping 
industries, economies and societies at 
large but we don’t seem to have the mo-
mentum necessary to really have agreed 
protocols… to make sure there is a positive 
impact for society, he said. The risk of the 
unsettled world is where action is most 
required from businesses and policymak-
ers, and Dusek noted the importance of 
looking at solutions to geopolitical and 
geo-economic conflicts.

Intensifying CAA Protest
Women protesters inspire national movement

W ith hundreds 
matching her 
steps, West 
Bengal Chief 
M i n i s t e r 
M a m a t a 
Banerjee has 

led a colourful rally through the heart of 
the north Bengal hill town here railing 
against the new citizenship law CAA and 
a proposed nationwide NRC. Hundreds 
of Tricolors and flags of other hues flut-
tered, as Gurkhas and other people liv-
ing in the hills joined the five-kilometre 
long march from Bhanubhakta Bhavan to 
Chawkbazar in their traditional colour-
ful attires, with many of the participants 
playing local musical instruments.

The rallyists shouted slogan “No NRC, 
No CAA, No NPR”, and carried aloft post-
ers and banners decrying the “unconsti-
tutional CAA”, while winding through the 
narrow hilly lanes. A large number of peo-
ple stood on both sides of the rally route 
watching the participants, who seemed 
in high spirits singing songs and clapping. 
The Binay Tamang faction of the Gorkha 
Janmukti Morcha took part in the rally, 
with their supporters joining in strength, 
alongside West Bengal’s ruling Trinamool 
Congress activists. Other parties having 
presence in the North Bengal hills lent 
moral support to the rally.

The CAA, passed in Parliament last 
month, seeks to provide Indian nation-
ality to Hindus, Christians, Sikhs, Parsis, 
Jains and Buddhists fleeing persecution 
in Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh 
before December 31, 2014. As per the Act, 

such communities will not be treated as 
illegal immigrants now and will be given 
Indian citizenship.

The Banerjee-led Trinamool Congress 
has been going all out against the 
Citizenship (Amendment) Act, National 
Population Register and National Register 
of Citizens (NRC). Banerjee has been regu-
larly leading rallies and addressing pub-
lic meetings on these issues. The political 
programme is also very significant for the 
Trinamool Congress, which had fared 
miserably during the general elections in 
entire North Bengal, including Darjeeling, 
failing to win even one of the eight seats 
in the region. The BJP won seven seats, 
while one went to the Congress.

On the other hand, defiant women who 
have been blocking a New Delhi high-
way for more than four weeks in protest 
against a bitterly disputed citizenship law 
have inspired thousands across India to 
copy their challenge to the Hindu nation-
alist government. Supported by volun-
teers who bring biryani meals, chai and 
blankets, groups have started occupation 
protests in about 20 cities across the 
country of 1.3 billion people to demand 
the repeal of the law that opponents say 
is anti-Muslim.

Nearly all pay tribute to the 200 grand-
mothers and housewives and students 
who sit and sleep across the main road 
in the Shaheen Bagh district of Delhi, 
fighting a law that would give passports 
to persecuted religious minorities from 
three neighboring countries but only non-
Muslims. Hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple have taken part in rallies across India 

since parliament passed the Citizenship 
Amendment Act on December 11.

Many of India’s 200 million Muslims 
fear the government is getting ready to 
draw up a national citizenship register 
that could strip them of their nationality, 
though New Delhi denies this and calls 
the law a humanitarian gesture. Though 
at least 27 people have died in violence 
around some demonstrations, protest-
ers have taken over parks and streets in 
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Kerala 
and Madhya Pradesh states as well as two 
new occupations in Delhi.

Srijan Chawla, a student protest leader 
in Mumbai, said Shaheen Bagh has in-
spired a lot of women in this country 
to go on the streets and protest. Be it 
Kolkata, be it Delhi, be it here in Mumbai. 
Hundreds of protesters have spent nearly 
three weeks on public land in Gaya in 
Bihar. A huge poster of Mahatma Gandhi 
hangs over one entrance. More than 10 
other non-stop protests are taking place 
in the eastern state, including at Sabzi 
Bagh near the capital Patna]

“It is like another Shaheen Bagh,” said 
Afzal Imam, a former mayor of Patna. “We 
cannot sit silent at home when the gov-
ernment is hellbent on stealing our citi-
zenship,” said Shagufta Amin an activist at 
Sabzi Bagh, where weekend crowds swell 
to thousands. The government in neigh-
boring Uttar Pradesh state is fiercely loyal 
to right wing Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and has cracked down on protest-
ers. Many of the 19 people killed there 
were allegedly hit by police bullets. Some 
6,000 people were detained for taking to 

the streets.
Hundreds of women camped in a park 

in Varanasi, Modi’s constituency, face 
eviction notices after police filed a case 
for “disobedience.” “This protest is like a 
mountain, we will not move from here 
until our demands are met,” Nasreen 
Zafar, one of the women, told reporters. 
In the central city of Indore a protest by 
hundreds of people in a central park has 
also faced police attempts to evict them. 
Some opposition ruled states have quietly 
encouraged the protesters though.

In West Bengal, hundreds of supporters 
of the ruling Trinamool Congress party 
camp out on a road in the capital Kolkata. 

Police protect some 150 women occupy-
ing a park. Political commentator Manisha 
Priyam said the protests signalled that 
Indians wanted to defend the equality 
and justice enshrined in the constitution 
and shattered stereotypes about Muslim 
women. Muslim women would not nor-
mally come out on streets to protest but 
now they are leading the fight for equality 
and justice.

While Hindus and other religions have 
joined the protests, the public has not al-
ways appreciated the disruption to their 
lives however.Delhi commuters increas-
ingly complain about the Shaheen Bagh 
women who have caused huge morning 

and evening traffic jams. We are for the 
right to protest but blocking a road and 
holding up commuters for over a month is 
as obnoxious as the condemned law, said 
Delhi resident Mihir Tripathi.

Earlier, Kerala Governor state govern-
ment’s moved to approach the Supreme 
Court on the Citizenship Amendment 
Act, another round of confrontation 
is expected soon with regards to the 
Governor’s address during the forthcom-
ing Assembly session. The Vijayan cabinet 
that met here on Wednesday approved 
the Governor’s address to the Kerala 
Legislative Assembly to be delivered on 
the January 29, and it includes the contro-
versial suit that the Vijayan government 
has filed in the Supreme Court.

Khan had slammed the state govern-
ment for not informing him about taking 
legal recourse on the CAA. Sources have 
revealed that the address mentions the 
Vijayan government’s strong opposition 
to the CAA and now all eyes are on Khan 
on what his stand would be. Veteran 
seven times legislator P.C. George told 
IANS according to the rules, the Governor 
can send it back to the government, but 
the government’s decision is final.

“The Governor has to accept it and in 
case the Governor has an objection, he 
may read the first sentence and then say 
that the rest can be considered as read. 
The Governor can also skip any con-
tentious issues and read the rest,” said 
George. But with Khan already having 
gone to the media with his disapproval of 
the government’s move on the CAA, a next 
round of confrontation is expected.

ICJ Ruling on Averting Rohingya Genocide

M ore than 730,000 
Rohingya fled 
Myanmar after a 
military-led crack-
down in 2017, and 
were forced into 
squalid camps 

across the border in Bangladesh. UN inves-
tigators concluded that the military cam-
paign had been executed with genocidal 
intent. According to Amnesty International, 
more than 750,000 Rohingya refugees, 
mostly women and children, fled Myanmar 
and crossed to Bangladesh after Myanmar 
forces launched a crackdown on the mi-
nority Muslim community in August 2017, 
pushing the number of persecuted people 
in Bangladesh above 1.2 million.

The mainly Muslim African nation of the 
Gambia brought the case against Myanmar 
after 740,000 Rohingya fled over the bor-
der into Bangladesh, carrying accounts of 
widespread rape, arson and mass killings. 
The first question is whether or not the 
Court will declare to have jurisdiction. My 
guess is that that will be the case, although 
you never know, Dr Willem van Genugten, 
professor emeritus of international law at 
Tilburg University.

More than 100 Myanmar civil society 
groups published a statement saying they 
hoped international justice efforts would 

bring forth the truth and end impunity. 
Political and military policies have always 
been imposed with violent force and in-
timidation upon the people of Myanmar, 
systematically and institutionally, on the 
basis of their political and religious beliefs 
and ethnic identities and continue until the 
present. We understand very clearly that 
the ICJ case against Myanmar is directed 
towards those responsible for using politi-
cal power and military might, and not to 
the people of Myanmar.

At public hearings last month, lawyers for 
Myanmar’s accusers used maps, satellite 
images and graphic photos to detail what 
they call a campaign of murder, rape and 
destruction amounting to genocide perpe-
trated by Myanmar’s military. The hearings 
drew intense scrutiny from around the 
world as Myanmar’s former pro-democ-
racy icon Aung San Suu Kyi defended the 
campaign by military forces that once held 
her under house arrest for 15 years. 

Recognizing the suffering of Rohingya 

community, the top UN court has ordered 
Myanmar to implement certain preven-
tive measures against genocide of the 
persecuted community.  Delivering its 
verdict on the case filed last month by 
Gambia, International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) President Judge Abdulqawi Ahmed 
Yusuf declared a four-month deadline for 
Myanmar to take preventive measures and 
ensure that Rohingya in the country would 
not be harmed.

Yusuf said persecuted Rohingya mem-
bers were a protected group inside 
Myanmar under the 1948 UN Genocide 
Convention, adding that the decision in 
no way prejudges the merits of the actual 
case on whether Myanmar is responsible 
for genocide. The court asked Myanmar 
to take all measures within its power to 
prevent acts of killing members of the 
[Rohingya] group, causing physical or 
mental harm to them, implementing 
measures [to stop] designs to destroy the 
group.

Myanmar must ensure that its military 
or any irregular organizations or groups 
subject to its control do not commit any 
acts in first point or acts of conspiracy 
to commit genocide, to commit genocide 
or attempt or of complicity in genocide, 
said the nearly hour-long verdict read 
by the top judge.  It added that Myanmar 

must take effective measures to prevent 
the destruction of evidence of genocide. 
Myanmar is further required to submit a 
report of implementation of the preventive 
measures as issued by the UN court in four 
months, the verdict said.

The ICJ also asked Myanmar to give a 
copy of the report to Gambia so it may 
submit its comments. Following its first 
report submitted after four months of the 
issuance of this verdict Myanmar will pre-
sent a report of its measures taken after 
every six months, the court ordered. The 
ICJ observed that Rohingya in Myanmar 
remain extremely vulnerable.  Steps 
Myanmar says it is taking for repatriation 
of Rohingya are not enough to prevent a 
case under genocide convention, the court 
observed.  With reference to several UN 
reports and UN General Assembly resolu-
tions on the Rohingya issue, the ICJ noted 
that Myanmar has not taken any concrete 
measures for protection of Rohingya.  

Therefore the court finds real risk and 
prejudice,” the top judge said.  Admitting 
the case filed by Gambia was plausible, the 
ICJ said: The court right now does not need 
to decide whether genocide has happened 
[but] just whether the accusations are 
plausible to decide whether to implement 
preventative measures.  The ICJ president 
also noted that Myanmar’s lack of response 

to a diplomatic note from Gambia accusing 
Myanmar of failing its commitments under 
genocide convention may indicate dispute 
between the two nations. 

The case was filed on Nov. 11, 2019 
and hearings were held for three days in 
December of that year at The Hague in 
the Netherlands.  Aboubacar Tambadou, 
Gambia’s attorney general and justice 
minister is representing the Rohingya. 
Myanmar’s State Counsellor Aung San Suu 
Kyi defended the actions of her country’s 
army. Since Myanmar is signatory to UN’s 
1948 Prevention of Genocide Convention, 
Myanmar is obliged to adhere to preven-
tive measures issued by the ICJ. However, 
the ICJ order does in no way prejudge mer-
its of the case or its admissibility.

The Gambia brought the case with the 
backing of the 57-nation Organisation 
for Islamic Cooperation. Canada and the 
Netherlands have since also lent their sup-
port. At the December hearing, the Gambia 
alleged that Myanmar had breached the 
1948 UN Genocide Convention, asking for 
special steps to prevent the “serious and 
imminent risk of genocide recurring” and 
to stop Myanmar destroying any evidence. 
In The Hague in December, she argued that 
her country was capable of investigating 
any allegations of abuse and warned that 
the case could reignite the crisis. 
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Brexit; UK on The Track
B rexit is set to take place 

on 31 January - in just 
over a week’s time. The 
UK is now on track to 
enter a transition period 
when this date comes 
next Friday. The UK is 

due to leave the European Union (EU) 
on 31 January 2020, after Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson’s Brexit deal was backed by 
MPs. After years of acrimonious debate, 
British lawmakers finally approved the 
terms of their country’s historic departure 
from the European Union - due in just nine 
days time.

MPs in the lower House of Commons 
had already backed the EU Withdrawal 
Agreement Bill, which ratifies the di-
vorce deal that Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson struck with Brussels last year. 
But the unelected upper House of Lords 
made some changes this week, includ-
ing on the rights of EU citizens and child 
refugees after Brexit.  In a series of votes 
on Wednesday, the Commons - where 
Johnson’s Conservatives have a large ma-
jority - rejected all five amendments and 
sent the Bill back to the Lords, who then 
reluctantly agreed to back down.

The only hurdle left to formal ratifi-
cation now is royal assent by Queen 
Elizabeth II, which could come as soon 
as Thursday, paving the way for Britain 
to leave the EU on Jan 31. The European 
Parliament still has to back the deal in a 
vote next week but its approval in London 

is a historic moment, as Britain edges 
closer to becoming the first country to 
leave the 28-member EU. It is a huge per-
sonal achievement for Johnson, who took 
office last year promising to end several 
years of political wrangling which divided 
the country and paralysed successive 
governments.

His predecessor, Theresa May, negoti-
ated a Brexit deal with Brussels in 2018 

but the Commons rejected it three times, 
forcing her to resign. Johnson agreed 
changes to the text with Brussels, only to 
be defeated again by MPs unable to agree 
on the timetable for turning the deal into 
law.

Johnson accused lawmakers of trying to 
frustrate the result of the landmark 2016 
referendum vote for Brexit and forced a 
snap election last month. The result, with 

Johnson returned to office on a thumping 
majority, fundamentally upended the dy-
namic and MPs swiftly backed the deal.

One amendment sought to alter the gov-
ernment’s scheme to register around 3.6 
million EU citizens living in Britain, to give 
them physical documents proving their 
right to stay. Another change would have 
required the government to negotiate the 
right of unaccompanied child refugees in 

the EU to join relatives in Britain.
Downing Street said it was time to fin-

ish the long-running process, which has 
divided the nation. The British people 
have waited for more than three years to 
get Brexit done. Passing the WAB allows 
us to do this in an orderly way on Jan 
31,”Johnson’s spokesman said. The Brexit 
deal protects the rights of EU citizens, 
makes special trading arrangements for 
the British province of Northern Ireland, 
and settles Britain’s EU debts. It also paves 
the way for transition phase until Dec 31, 
in which UK-EU ties will remain largely the 
same while both sides try to agree a new 
trading and security partnership.

But the shape of that future relationship 
remains unresolved - and negotiating it 
could pose an even bigger challenge than 
agreeing the divorce. In a speech early 
next month, Johnson is expected to set 
out more detail of his hopes for a free 
trade agreement with Brussels along the 
lines of the EU’s recent deal with Canada. 
I’m absolutely confident that we can do 
that,” Johnson said on Wednesday while 
taking questions online from members 
of the public. He wants to both preserve 
free-flowing commerce between Britain 
and its largest trading partner across 
the Channel, and strike agreements with 
other countries - namely the United 
States.

Brussels has warned that it is impossi-
ble to address all issues in that time, sug-
gesting a more limited deal is now likely. 

But while British finance minister Sajid 
Javid admitted on Wednesday that it was 
a tight timetable, he said that it could be 
done. Johnson’s office denied a row with 
Washington over London’s proposed tax 
on tech giants would affect trade negotia-
tions after Brexit, saying: It’s not part of 
the discussions.

While the UK’s exit from the European 
Union is welcome news for many, will 
the move make travelling to Europe 
more complicated? The UK Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) has now up-
dated their travel advice. The new travel 
warnings apply to all EU countries and ex-
plain how Brexit will impact Britons going 
on holiday in 2020. The countries affected 
are as follows: France, Belgium, Austria, 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, 
Greece, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Norway, 
Iceland and Liechtenstein.

If the UK quits the EU with a deal then 
travel will remain the same as pre-Brexit. 
Valid passports will still be used as normal, 
cost of making calls, using the internet and 
sending texts will remain the same, and 
coaches and trains from the UK to the con-
tinent will be unaffected. However, it will 
be a different matter should the UK leave 
without a deal. The FCO has published on 
its pages for all the above countries its lat-
est advice.

Defense Union—Assertive EU

F ollowing proposals 
from the European 
Commission, EU lead-
ers agreed in December 
2016 on a plan to deepen 
security and defence co-
operation for the EU and 

its Member States to attain the neces-
sary strategic autonomy to defend their 
collective interests, respond to external 
conflicts and crises, and project security 
in our neighbourhood.

The Commission proposed in June 2018 
a fully-fledged European Defence Fund 
worth €13 billion under the next EU long-
term budget to cover both the research 
and capability strands. The EU institutions 
in February 2019 reached a partial politi-
cal agreement on the European Defence 
Fund, subject to formal approval by the 
European Parliament and Council, which 
will foster an innovative and competitive 
defence industrial base and contribute to 
the EU’s strategic autonomy.

€13 billion €8.9 billion co-finance 
collaborative capability development 
projects complementing national contri-
butions €4.1 billion funding of collabora-
tive defence research to address emerging 
and future security threats The budgetary 
aspects of the future European Defence 
Fund are subject to the overall agreement 
on the EU’s next long-term budget, pro-
posed by the Commission in May 2018.

The European Defence Fund will com-

plement other EU programmes proposed 
by the Commission, in particular the €6.5 
billion earmarked for the Connecting 
Europe Facility to enhance the EU’s stra-
tegic transport infrastructures to make 
them fit for military mobility, and the 
proposal for a new €100 billion research 
and innovation programme Horizon 
Europe. Moreover, it will aim at ensuring 
consistency with projects proposed under 
the Permanent Structured Cooperation 
rendering those two initiatives comple-
mentary and mutually reinforcing.

Now this concept has once again ech-
oed, the European Commission president 
said Wednesday that European Union 
has set up the building blocks of a de-
fense union but needs credible military 
prowess to respond to crises. There is a 
European way to foreign policy and for-
eign security policy where hard power is 
an important tool – but it is never the only 
one, Ursula von der Leyen told the World 
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland.

We must also do more when it comes to 
managing crises as they develop, she said, 
saying this is about Europe shaping its 
own future. Reflecting on the Berlin meet-
ing on Libya which she attended, she said 
Libya is bearing the cost of division and 
hesitation. The European Commission 
will support the process towards recon-
ciliation and reconstruction, she added.

According to her, it was good to see 
that the international community took 

an important step in the right direction. 
It takes very little power to break a fragile 
balance. The true power lies in putting the 
pieces back together, she added. During 
the last decade, Europeans learned the 
importance of a stable neighborhood, she 
underlined, giving examples from Ukraine 
to the shores of the Mediterranean, from 
the Western Balkans to the Sahel

We have learned the importance to in-
vest more in long-term stability and to 
prevent crises, she noted. According to 
the EU website, the possibility of a com-
mon defense policy is enshrined in the 
Lisbon Treaty’s Article 42. The European 
Defence Fund will be fully operational 
in 2021. Meanwhile, EU funded defense 
cooperation is already materialising with 
precursor program.

Ursula von der Leyen vowed the EU will 
take the global lead in sectors including 
climate change and data protection in 
order to become more assertive on the 
world stage.

The EU’s top official stressed that peo-
ple and nations need to cooperate to face 
challenges including climate change and 
that the EU is ready to take the lead. Over 
the next decade, the European budget 
will mobilise €1 trillion of investment to 
change from a fossil fuels based economy 
into a sustainable one, she told the main 
hall. She reiterated the EU aims to be the 
world’s first climate-neutral continent by 
2050.

The European Green Deal is our 
new growth strategy, she said, adding: 
Europe has the first-mover advantage. 
And we will strengthen it. However she 
noted that a global level playing field is 
required to address the issue and ensure 
European interests, workers and busi-
nesses are protected. We will protect 
them from unfair competition, she em-
phasised, championing a Carbon Border 
Adjustment Mechanism, emphasising: I 
prefer to encourage our trading partners. 
If you engage with Europe, you will find a 
reliable partner, working for a more sus-
tainable world.

But we ask for fairness in return. We 
have a lot to offer, she went on citing 
the single market. Von der Leyen also 
said that Europe will transform into a 
data economy, praising data as a renew-
able resource as much as the sun and 
wind and deploring that vast amounts 
go unexplored. Within those data, there 
are hidden treasures and untapped op-
portunities for business and society, she 
said. To remedy that, she announced the 
EU will co-create a framework to allow 
for the use of non-personal data, which 
European governments, businesses and 
researchers will be able to mine to boost 

innovation and bring new solutions to the 
market.

This, she assured, would be done while 
ensuring that personal data remains pro-
tected. For us, the protection of a person’s 
digital identity is the overriding priority. 
The individual is first and foremost a 
citizen with rights and control over their 
lives. Be it in the physical world or the 
digital world these citizens rights have to 
be protected, she said. For Von der Leyen, 
the climate and data policies are neces-
sary to ensure Europe will be shaping its 
own future.

But to be more assertive in the world, 
we must step up in some fields, she con-
tinued, flagging that events in the last 
decades have underlined the importance 
of a stable neighbourhood from Ukraine 
to the shores of the Mediterranean, from 
the Western Balkans to the Sahel. She said 
that although the bloc is the largest donor 
for development cooperation” but that it 
needs to do more to manage crises as they 
develop.

One of the strategies she invoked is to 
strengthen the bloc’s hard power though 
credible military capabilities” which will 
be complementary to NATO but still dif-
ferent. Hard power always comes with 
diplomacy and conflict prevention; with 
the work on reconciliation and recon-
struction, which is something Europeans 
know well, because we have gone through 
this, she added.

Towards Presidential Republic

Putin’s Reforms Agenda Moves Forward

L ast week, Russian 
President Vladimir 
Putin, who under the 
Constitution cannot run 
for another presidential 
term, proposed constitu-
tional changes that would 

give him scope to extend his grip on 
power after leaving the presidency. The 
suggestions include reducing the powers 
of the presidency and beefing up those of 
the prime minister, prompting specula-
tion that he might be eyeing a return to a 
job he held from 2008 to 2012.

Now Putin says that Russia must remain 
a strong presidential republic, President 
Vladimir Putin said when asked about a 
possible transitional period once he steps 
down in 2024. Our country, obviously, has 
to be a strong presidential republic. That’s 
the first thing. And then, we have so many 
ethnic groups, nationalities, ways of life, it 
is practically impossible to integrate in the 
framework of a parliamentary republic, he 
said, in comments which seemed to con-
tradict last week’s message. Putin, who is 
67, was speaking at a televised meeting 
with Russian students in the Black Sea 
resort of Sochi. Asked by one student 
whether Russia should consider setting 
up some kind of transitional institution as 
happened in Singapore, Mr Putin said this 
was not appropriate for his country.

On other hand, Russia’s State Duma 
has adopted in the first reading Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s bill on 
amendments to the Constitution envis-
aging, among other things, an expan-
sion of the rights of parliament and the 
Constitutional Court, a ban prohibiting 
top officials from having other countries’ 
residence permits, a restriction on the 

number of presidential terms, priority 
of national legislation over international 
agreements and greater social responsi-
bilities of the state. The bill was adopted 
unanimously by 432 votes. The next read-
ing of the bill may take place in the middle 
of February.

The most important task for Prime 
Minister Mikhail Mishustin’s government 
is to improve the well-being of Russian 
citizens, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin said at a meeting with the newly-
appointed cabinet of ministers. Here, 
of course, the main task is to improve 
the well-being of our citizens and to 
strengthen the statehood and positions 
of our country in the world, Putin said. 
The Russian leader noted that these aims 
are absolutely attainable.

 Putin also wished success to the new 
ministers and expressed confidence that 
they will do everything in their powers 
to fulfill the assigned tasks. On January 
15, the Russian government resigned 
after Russian President Vladimir Putin 
proposed making amendments to the 
Russian Constitution in his Address to 
the Federal Assembly. On the next day, 
the Russian State Duma put forward the 
candidacy of the Federal Tax Service head 
Mikhail Mishustin for the position of the 
prime minister. On Tuesday, Putin has 
appointed the new cabinet of ministers. 

In a decree on Tuesday, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin appointed 
Dmitry Grigorenko, Yuri Trutnev, 
Viktoria Abramchenko, Yuri Borisov, 
Tatyana Golikova, Alexei Overchuk, Marat 
Khusnullin and Dmitry Chernyshenko 
as deputies to the prime minister. 
Grigorenko also becomes chief of the 
government staff. Trutnev has remained 

presidential envoy to the Far Eastern 
Federal District. The new government, 
that previously had ten deputies to the 
prime minister, will now have nine ones.

The new Russian government will con-
sist of 21 ministers, eight of whom have 
been newly appointed for their positions. 
According to the Kremlin press service, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin has 
decreed to appoint Mikhail Murashko 
as Minister of Health, Olga Lyubimova 
as Minister of Culture, Valery Falkov as 
Minister of Science and Higher Education, 
Sergei Kravtsov as Minister of Education, 
Oleg Matytsin as Minister of Sport, Anton 
Kotyakov as Minister of Labor and Social 
Protection, Maksut Shadayev as Minister 
of Digital Development, Communications 
and Mass Media. The Russian leader also 

nominated former Governor of the Perm 
Region Maxim Reshetnikov as Minister of 
Economic Development.

Former Deputy PM and Russian 
Government Chief of Staff Konstantin 
Chuichenko has been assigned Minister 
of Justice. Importantly, twelve ministers 
from the previous government maintain 
their positions under new PM Mishustin. 
According to the presidential decree 
published on Tuesday evening, Vladimir 
Kolokoltsev remains as Interior Minister 
and Yevgeny Zinichev keeps his post of 
Minister of Emergencies.

Dmitry Kobylkin keeps his office as 
Minister of Natural Resources and the 
Environment, Denis Manturov contin-
ues as head of Ministry of Industry and 
Trade, Alexander Kozlov has secured the 

tenure as Minister for the Development 
of the Russian Far East and Arctic, and 
Dmitry Patrushev will go on as Minister of 
Agriculture. Vladimir Yakushev has been 
reappointed Minister of Construction 
Industry, Housing and Utilities, along with 
Yevgeny Dietrich (Minister of Transport) 
and Alexander Novak (Minister of 
Energy). Anton Siluanov has maintained 
his position as Minister of Finance; how-
ever, he no longer serves as First Deputy 
PM.

Russian Ministers of Defense and Foreign 
Affairs Sergei Shoigu and Sergey Lavrov 
have also maintained their positions 
within the new government. According 
to the Kremlin press service, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin has decreed to 
appoint Lavrov Sergey Viktorovich for 
the position of Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Russian Federation, Shoigu Sergei 
Kuzhugetovich for the position of Minister 
of Defense of the Russian Federation.

Sergey Lavrov, 69, has served as head of 
the Russian Foreign Ministry since March 
9, 2004. He is a graduate of the Moscow 
State Institute of International Relations 
(MGIMO), having held different positions 
at the USSR and Russian Ministries of 
Foreign Affairs.

Sergei Shoigu, 64, has held his posi-
tion as Russian Defense Minister since 
November 6, 2012. Shoigu holds the 
military rank of General of the Army. 
He served as Minister of Emergency 
Situations from 1994 to 2012, and 
briefly served as Governor of the Moscow 
Region in 2012. The Russian government 
will supervise the work of the Federal 
Service for State Registration, Cadastre 
and Cartography, the Federal Service for 
Surveillance in Healthcare and the Federal 

Medical and Biological Agency, according 
to the decree President Vladimir Putin 
signed on Tuesday.

Under the same decree, the Finance 
Ministry is to supervise the activities of 
the Federal Agency for State Property 
Management. Also, Deputy Prime Minister 
Yuri Borisov will supervise the fuel and 
energy sector in the new government, 
Minister of Energy Alexander Novak said 
on Tuesday. “Yuri Ivanovich [Borisov],” the 
minister responded when asked who will 
be in charge of the fuel and energy sec-
tor instead of Dmitry Kozak who has not 
joined the new government.

Russia’s government said it would 
resign on January 15, just hours after 
President delivered his State of the 
Nation Address to the Federal Assembly 
(both houses of Russia’s parliament), an-
nouncing ambitious measures of social 
protection and putting forward a pro-
posal to amend Russia’s Constitution. The 
President nominated Mikhail Mishustin, 
the head of Russia’s tax service, for prime 
minister. On January 16, the lower house 
of Russia’s parliament, the State Duma, 
backed the candidate at its plenary ses-
sion and Putin immediately signed a de-
cree appointing Mikhail Mishustin as the 
country’s prime minister.

On January 21, the Russian leader 
fixed the new structure of the Russian 
government in a presidential decree. 
The decree abolishes the Ministry 
of North Caucasus Affairs transfer-
ing its responsibilities to the Russian 
Economic Development Ministry. “To 
abolish the Ministry of North Caucasus 
Affairs, transfering its responsibilities 
to the Russian Economic Development 
Ministry, the decree runs.
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Suffocating Kashmir under Indian 
Repression

J ammu and Kashmir was never 
merged into the dominion of 
India, a counsel representing 
the High Court Bar Association 
(HCBA) of occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir challenging the 
India’s decision to revoke the 

territory’s special status told the Indian 
Supreme Court. A five-judge bench 
headed by Justice N.V. Ramana and com-
prising Justices S.K. Kaul, R. Subhash 
Reddy, B.R. Gavai and Surya Kant is hear-
ing the pleas challenging the revocation of 
Article 370 which granted special status 
to the Jammu and Kashmir.

Appearing for the HCBA, senior 
Kashmiri advocate, Zafar Ahmed Shah 
contended before the bench that the story 
of Kashmir was different from the Indian 
states and urged the court to examine the 
basis of Article 370 of the Constitution. 
The court must look at why this article 
was ever enforced, contended Shah. He 
insisted that a separate Constitution 
gave Jammu and Kashmir all the powers 
of governance as there was never com-
plete accession of the territory, and the 
independent state never ceased to exist. 
The whole Constitution cannot be made 
applicable to the region,” he contended 
before the top court.

Zafar Ahmed Shah told the court that 
the governance should continue to vest 
in the people of Kashmir. Council of min-
isters should agree (on the aspect of gov-
ernance) and not Governor. Article 370 
subsumes the sovereignty of the territory. 
You have your Constitution and we have 
our Constitution. The merger was never 
done, he submitted before the court.

He emphasised that both the 
Constitutions have been working hand 
in hand, and through Sub-clause (2) of 
Article 370, there would be no conflict 

between the Constitution of Jammu and 
Kashmir and the Indian Constitution. The 
Attorney General, K.K. Venugopal and 
Solicitor General, Tushar Mehta raised 
objection when Zafar Ahmad Shah con-
tended that the revocation of Article 370 
was a constitutional fraud. He added that 
all other state rulers had fully integrated 
into the Indian dominion except Kashmir.

Meanwhile an international magazine 
has published a report that the Muslim-
majority disputed Jammu and Kashmir 
state has become a sacrificial goat at the 
altar of the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
ideological agenda to remake India into a 
Hindu nation, a move that faces staunch 

resistance, a Kashmiri journalist wrote in 
a prominent international magazine.

This agenda is gratuitously and forcibly 
imposed on the erstwhile state of J&K de-
spite the resolute opposition of its people. 
This is one of the darkest times to be a 
Kashmiri. Article highlights the tough 
measures by Indian security forces to 
suppress the people who have been lan-
guishing under curfew for more than five 
months.

The Kashmir siege, however, goes well 
beyond indefinite denial of the internet 
and encompasses every aspect of life. It 
is about so many things done to the peo-
ple simultaneously: in its external mani-

festation it is, of course, about a blanket 
security lockdown and a communication 
blockade, partially eased since, which 
between them have brought to bear 
almost the entire might of the Indian 
state of Kashmir to suppress all forms 
of dissent. So much so that Iltija Mufti, 
daughter of the detained former Jammu 
and Kashmir (J&K) state’s Chief Minister 
(CM) Mehbooba Mufti, was stopped from 
visiting the grave of her grandfather Mufti 
Mohammad Sayeed, also a former CM, on 
his death anniversary on January 7.

Earlier, around a dozen elderly women, 
most of them from elite political and busi-
ness families, were arrested and sent to 

Srinagar’s central jail the moment they 
started gathering in a city park to peace-
fully protest against the revocation of 
Article 370. They were released the fol-
lowing day only after signing a bond that 
they wouldn’t engage in a fresh protest.

So, while protests have erupted in the 
rest of India against the new Citizenship 
Amendment Act, which offers citizenship 
to non-Muslim refugees from Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, and Afghanistan, Kashmir 
is being denied any space to protest. In 
fact, what is happening in Kashmir goes 
beyond the denial of a space for protest: 
the region is being deprived of anything 
remotely resembling a working political 

and social organization that can either ar-
ticulate the sentiments of their people or 
formulate a response to the current crisis.

All major leaders or influential voices 
across the region’s separatist-establish-
ment divide who are in a position to do 
so are under detention. This includes 
the three former chief ministers: Farooq 
Abdullah, Omar Abdullah and Mehbooba 
Mufti. Leaders who have since been re-
leased have stayed short of challenging 
government’s move to revoke autonomy, 
making people infer they have signed a 
bond swearing off political activity.

And given New Delhi’s fear about an 
organized mass movement to its August 
5 decision at a time when the world’s at-
tention is focused on Kashmir, it looks 
unlikely that the erstwhile state will be al-
lowed to have a normal political and civil 
society activity in the near future. All this 
is on the outside. On a subliminal level, the 
Kashmir lockdown is about a deep sense 
of political disempowerment as a Muslim-
state-turned-federally-administered area 
where Muslims are in a comfortable ma-
jority otherwise. Currently, Muslims con-
stitute around 68.3 percent of the around 
13 million population of J&K, according to 
the 2011 census.

It is also about being reduced to a vehi-
cle for political power by the governing 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) at the federal 
level, which seems to have concluded that 
cruelty to people of Kashmir is elector-
ally useful for it at the pan-India level. 
Years of choreographed demonization 
on sundry television channels have made 
Kashmiris fair game for retribution in the 
eyes of a significant section of the popula-
tion across the country, so much so that 
they not only happily sanction oppression 
against Kashmiris but also politically re-
ward the party doing it.

India Failing on Kashmiri Human Rights

K ashmir has been under 
a lockdown for five 
months. Fearing that 
Kashmiris might pro-
test the revocation of 
autonomy provided to 
Jammu and Kashmir 

state under India’s constitution, the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi clamped down. Since the restric-
tions in August, the government has 
taken slow, reluctant steps to ease some 
of them, but is still falling far short in up-
holding Kashmiri rights.

Many of the thousands arbitrarily ar-
rested – lawyers, shop owners, traders, 
students, rights activists – have now 
been released, but reportedly only after 
promising not to criticize the government. 
Some senior Kashmiri political leaders, 
including former chief ministers, remain 
in custody. Police admitted at least 144 
children had been detained, and now the 
chief of defense staff has spoken of put-
ting children in “deradicalization camps.

The government had also blocked phone 
lines and access to the internet. The gov-
ernment was so fearful of criticism and 
dissent that it curtailed Kashmiris’ abil-
ity to share news of births or deaths, call 
their doctors, order supplies, research 

term papers, file taxes, and trade apples 
and walnuts. While authorities started 
gradually restoring landlines and some 
mobile phone services, it denied internet 
services.

After the Supreme Court said on January 
10 that access to the internet was a fun-
damental right, the authorities relented 
– only to set up government-controlled 
internet kiosks, with firewalls permitting 
only some websites and forbidding social 
media. This violates free expression rights 
and hardly complies with the principle 
laid down by the court that “the freedom 
of speech and expression and the freedom 
to practice any profession or carry on any 

trade, business or occupation over the 
medium of internet enjoy constitutional 
protection.

The costs of the government’s policies 
have been staggering, and the attempt 
to avoid criticism has not worked. The 
United Nations has expressed concern, 
as have numerous foreign governments. 
Some aspects of the government crack-
down, activists said, almost appear remi-
niscent of abusive Chinese government 
practices. Indian authorities have sought 
to justify their rights violations on the 
grounds of national security. Maintaining 
law and order is a critical state function, 
but it’s necessary to protect civil liberties 

as it is carried out. India needs to do bet-
ter in Kashmir.

For people in Kashmir, where life is 
strained by heavy troop presence and an 
armed insurgency, watching and playing 
football is more than a source of enter-
tainment or time pass. It offers an escape 
from the grinding reality of everyday life 
in the Valley. Kashmir’s love for football 
is well known. It is not uncommon to see 
boys and girls dribbling the ball, rather 
than hitting it with a bat preferred in 
many parts of the country in the nooks 
and crannies of the Valley. Elders share 
tales of how they would climb the tall 
chinar trees around stadiums to watch 
matches in the 1980s and ’90s and spend 
hours in harsh winters playing football.

When hotelier Sandeep Chattoo and 
Shamim Meraj, editor of the local news-
paper, The Kashmir Monitor, formed Real 
Kashmir as a community initiative in 
2016 to engage children growing up in a 
land punctuated by patrolled, barricaded 
streets, they were not aware that it was 
the start of a sporting revolution. After 
the 2014 floods, there was nothing to do 
for young boys. We knew they needed 
an outlet for their energy, else many of 
them would end up throwing stones. So, 
we distributed footballs in several areas 

and from there we got the idea of forming 
a team and taking part in local competi-
tions, says Chattoo.

The interest was tremendous and the 
small team became the first professional 
Kashmiri club to be promoted to the 
I-League and the first Indian club to sign 
a kit sponsorship deal with sportswear 
brand Adidas. A day after the 10 January 
match, Real Kashmir’s coach David 
Robertson, a former left back for Scottish 
clubs Aberdeen and Rangers, said the 
team, which includes players from Africa 
and the UK, started its journey with no 
expectations. We just wanted to play, get 
more experience, and we did better than 
expected. This is our third season now 
(13th season of the I-League) and people 
now expect more, he says.

Robertson admits that the challenges 
have been more than usual for his team. 
We realize we are living in an unstable 
political climate. It was especially tough 
for us when the internet was gone, but 
we have persisted. Before every away 
match Farooq, 21, has the habit of calling 
his mother to seek her blessings. On 22 
August, before playing Goa FC at Kalyani 
stadium outside Kolkata, he couldn’t. 
We landed in Kolkata and I tried calling 
her, but couldn’t. It was a very difficult 

time. Had it not been for the support of 
my team, I don’t know how I would have 
managed, he says.

For Farooq, joining the team was a natu-
ral thing because both his father and uncle 
were zonal-level players. More than that, 
this game has become a way of hope for 
Kashmir, a way to bring everyone together, 
happy together. English winger Kallum 
M. Higginbotham, on the other hand, was 
sceptical about coming to Real Kashmir. 
I had heard a lot about the violence, so, 
of course, I had reservations. But I also 
wanted to play in India, says the 31-year-
old UK resident. When I came here, I saw 
army personnel with guns around the city. 
It was not a normal sight, but now I’m 
used to it. It makes me feel safer.

Even Adidas thought hard before sup-
porting the team. As a country, we are 
cynical. Anything with a socially or po-
litically charged environment we look at 
with a narrow lens. However, as a brand, 
we believed the team had the potential 
and it really does. It has impressed every-
one across the world. The story of these 
boys needs to be told,” says Adidas’ brand 
director, Sharad Singla.

It is not just the boys, though. Women 
of Kashmir, too, are taking up the sport 
professionally.

Sikh-Muslim Solidarity in IoK

A United Kingdom-based 
newspaper, released 
its annual ‘Democracy 
Index’ that provides a 
snapshot of the state 
of democracy in 165 
independent states 

and two territories. And India’s demo-
cratic performance in 2019 leaves much 
to be desired. Elections took place in the 
biggest democracy in the world, India, 
over April-May 2019. However, the coun-
try dropped ten places in the Democracy 
Index’s global ranking to 51st. India’s over-
all score fell from 7.23 in 2018 to 6.9 in 
2019, the report said.

India’s 2019 score was also the lowest 
on record since The Economist began 
compiling figures on global democracy in 
2006. The Democracy Index ranks coun-
tries based on five parameters: electoral 
process and pluralism, the functioning of 
government, political participation, po-
litical culture, and civil liberties. In India, 
2019 was a tumultuous year on all of 
those fronts.

The latter half of last year saw the 
country devolve into political turmoil as 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) govern-
ment took several controversial deci-
sions that proved to be flashpoints. This 
includes revoking Indian occupied Jammu 
& Kashmir’s autonomous status by abol-
ishing Article 370 of the Indian constitu-
tion and the passing of the Citizenship 

Amendment Act (CAA), which is widely 
perceived to be discriminatory. These 
came together to undercut both civil liber-
ties and India’s global democratic standing 
in 2019

The shared sense of persecution saw 
Sikhs come out in support of Kashmiri 
Muslims the day after the Pulwama at-
tack in February 2019, helping Kashmiris 
find their way back to safety; they were 
also among the loudest constituencies 
protesting the mistreatment meted out 
to Kashmiri Muslims in the rest of the 
country after Kashmir’s special status was 
scrapped. In these times of divisiveness, 
the examples of Sikh-Muslim solidarities 
in Kashmir should serve as an important 
lesson for India’s current administration.

Despite trying hard to reign in pro-
tests that erupted after the Citizenship 
Amendment Act was signed into law, 
both through force and misinformation, 
the Modi government has been strug-
gling to contain the fallout. Over the last 
few days, Indians of all denominations 
have come out on the streets in support 
of their Muslim counterparts, contesting 
the Prime Minister’s suggestion that those 
who create violence can be identified by 
their clothes, and defying the administra-
tion’s attempts to paint these protests as 
‘Muslim only’.

At Shaheen Bagh, the government’s at-
tempts to add communal hues to the pro-
test are actively being been countered. 

Hundreds of people at Shaheen Bagh 
commemorated the Pandit exodus with 
a two-minute silence. Prominent Pandit 
activist M.K. Raina, who was invited to 
speak at the protest site, remarked that 
the show of solidarity by Shaheen Bagh 
reflected a shared understanding of the 
pain that persecuted minorities have ex-
perienced in India. Just days before, a Sikh 
jatha performed kirtan, Hindus performed 
yagna, Muslims read from the Quran and 
Christians from the Bible.

For the many who continue to protest 
at Shaheen Bagh, it is not merely the site 

of India’s modern-day satyagraha, it is a 
space for shared commemoration. Of the 
injustice that Sikhs remember from years 
of state brutality in Punjab. The forgotten 
promises made to Pandits to repatriate 
them to their homeland. The demonisa-
tion that Muslims face every day in the 
nation they chose allegiance to after its 
painful partition. The caste violence that 
continues to dehumanise Dalits.

In coming together against the attack on 
India’s constitutionally enshrined secular-
ism, the protestors at Shaheen Bagh are 
challenging the state’s hegemonic narra-

tives surrounding the CAA and articulating 
resistance to any one monolithic idea of 
India, by draping the tricolour and sing-
ing Faiz in one voice, while still openly 
expressing their respective faiths and 
identities.

Far from being a deterrent, the state 
should remember that its repression will 
only deepen solidarities not only among 
persecuted minorities, but also among 
Hindus who recognise the perversion of 
their faith, and students who don’t want 
to inherit a bigoted country.

Indian-administered Kashmir made 
headlines across the globe in 2019 after 
New Delhi imposed a severe lockdown 
and communications blockade in the dis-
puted region in August.  Kashmir has been 
under siege for more than four and a half 
months, and the pro-freedom leadership, 
unfortunately, are not able to come out, if 
at all. They are in the city of Srinagar.

Like Syed Ali Geelani, who has been 
under house imprisonment for the last 
11 years? And one of our top leaders, 
Mohammad Yasin Malik, who has given 
his life to the cause, was picked up more 
than a year ago. And he has been trans-
ferred to Tihar jail in New Delhi. And only 
Allah knows what is going to be his fate.

That is why the Kashmiri diaspora 
all over the world, they have realized 
their responsibility. I don’t mean peo-
ple like me, but the younger generation. 
They have never been that active in the 

freedom struggle. It is now from Asia to 
Australia, from Europe to America. The 
whole Kashmiri diaspora is quite active. 
So this is the younger generation because 
they have realized that it is now or never. 
Because of that, a lot has happened in the 
international scene.

The people of Kashmir have to decide 
what they want, and what exactly is the 
sanctity of the Kashmir cause. Because 
Kashmir is not a bilateral issue between 
India and Pakistan. Nor is it a fight be-
tween Hindus and Muslims, no matter 
how much India is going to confuse the 
issue. In reality, Kashmir is not an integral 
part of India but an international issue 
under the UN Security Council resolutions.

Secretary-General of the United Nations 
Antonio Guterres made it clear for us 
when asked about the abrogation of 
Article 370 and 35A. He responded that 
the policy of the UN has not changed be-
cause of the abrogations of Article 370 and 
35A. The Kashmir issue has to be resolved 
under the UN Charter as well as under ap-
plicable United Nations Security Council 
resolutions.

Guterres made it clear for us and also 
clarified the point for the world com-
munity that the Kashmir issue can also 
be resolved under the Shimla Agreement 
between India and Pakistan, but the pur-
pose of the Shimla Agreement cannot re-
strain Kashmiris from going to the United 
Nations.
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۔  ن     ر  ل     ا و ے   ح   اس   ں   م  ا       ي   ؤں  ا ا  ن   ر ر را
گ ا  ؤں   ح    و   ں   ں  آ ه  اور آ ا ان   اس   گ  م  ا    د   ي   ؤں  ا ا  ں   اس 
ں     ۔ا ري   و    ’  اور   م ‘ ار      ا ي  ا  ي       ان   ۔ ف    وا د  ر  ا  

۔ ف    وا د   اس    ر  ا   ي   ؤں   ر ان  

۔       ٓ               ٓ            ٤٠٧،٤٠٨   ٓ      ǌ           ٓ         ٓ    

ن       اور  ا  ان  وز ا 
ت آ    

س     رم   ا دي  ن   ا ان  ) وز ا  وس (اے   ڈ
ت   ۔  ت   ں       اور  ا آ    
ري    ري،   س  ر  ون  ذوا ا   ، وز ا  ا   
وب    ن    ه   ام  ا  ا      اور 
د اور   ن   ۔ وز ا    1953ء  اب   د   
ا      ر    رو ا ۔ وز ا       ت  
ا     ا  ر   ري  روز ں      ۔ ا وع   ا  ا ا
ون    وں      روں اور  ۔   د   اور     
ل دو   ن     د  وز ا     ا  
۔    اف  ي  ا ل   ري  رو ن   ۔       زور د

۔ ري      د   ا    
ي   ا  ر  وا   ن  ز  ز  
ف  ح  وار    ، ا  ر 290   ، ب 

، آ ا  آر      ر 
ا  ر  وا   ز  ز   ات  ن    ( ي(اے   راو
ح  وار     ا 290         ، ب    ي  
ت  (آ ا  آر )     ج    ك  ۔    ر 
ر            دن اور رات  دوران  آر ا 
ل  ذ  ، ڈا  ه   ۔اس     ري      آ 
م ، ا   ر  ،   ر آر ا  ن ،  ل ا  ڈو
ں   ں اور ا  ا ر  ،  ان ، آر ا  ن   ا ڈو
ن  ا    اور    ل ا  ڈو ۔ ڈا  ز   ا
ں  ۔ ا ا ري   ر   آ  ارر  آر ا  ر  ا ا 
د   ر      ا ول  اور ا  ط ا  ا   
ا  آف  ن ،   ان  ي ، وز ا  رف  ر  ڈا  ۔  ر  ا
۔ د دي  ر ر    م  اس  و    ل  ر اور  ف   ا
م   ن    ر          

ل   ،
ل         )   ر    ا  د  (اے   م آ ا
رت  زور ڈا    ، ا  م   ن    ر        
د  و ر    ں      ،    زا    ں  ا  
ن  رد      ر    ں  ا  ات  ا ۔     
رت  زور ڈا   ۔ ا  م   ن    ر        
ر   ۔    زا    ں      ں  ا   
دار  وا  ا  ں    ا      ۔ ا د     و  
ں  داري   ۔   ر    ان  ار  دت    ے۔   ادا 
ق    ل       ا  ۔  دار ادا    ر   ا 
ے۔ ف آواز   ر    ق     ۔ ا  ف ورزي  ر 
وں  م  ون   آ وا  ا اڈوں      

، وزارت  د  وع  س      و وا  
وں  م  ون   آ وا  ا اڈوں       ( د  (اے   م آ ا
ون  ۔ وزارت   ذرا    د  وع  س      و وا  
ا   س  اس  ارت  وا ا زا  ز ا   ڈا    
ن  ا اڈوں  وزارت     د    م          
ا    ار   س       ا و وا وں   آ وا 
ت    س    ا و وا ، ا اور    ۔ وا ر  
وں     م  ن آ وا  ر   م    وزارت    

۔ ت    ا
و  ع  ، وز د ن   ا  ان  

ن   ا  ان   و       ع  ) وز د د  (اے   م آ ا
ب  ں  “ ا ں   ه  ن  دور دراز اور  ا،  اور   ،
ن  ن  ا ر  ا ا ون   ات   ۔ وه  ام“   دي  و ان 
ب  ن ڈار  اس    ون   ۔  ت  دوران   ر  ڈار  
ں  ا و      ع  رے  دي۔ وز د ر  ام   ا و ان 
ر  و  م و  د       ر     اور  وارا 
ام“   و ان  ب  ر  “ رو ں      وژن    ۔ ا  

۔ ر  ن     ان    ذر 

و  ن   ا    ا ان    ، ا            ، ن     ان  در ا اور ا
ل  ھ  ن     ڈ ان  ) وز ا  وس (اے   ڈ
ں  ف      ے   ، ت    ي    
ں  ا     ري      ،   
  ، د   ر اور  ں  ا ف      
ي آ  ر   ك   ، ت     ر  ا ا
ري  در   ، ا ري  ا      ، ر 
ت  ۔ ان  وع  وا  ن   ا و   ،
ن      ں  ات   ں   ر ا ا
۔     ت     ري  رو ا 
ت  ري  رو ز  رم   د    دي   ا
ه   ۔ وز ا  ل  آ ري   ن     
ء   ا   وس  دورے   ن  ا ڈ ان 
ت  ا ري  ا ، م     وس     ڈ
ا  ا   اس دورے          
م   ے  س   ۔ ڈ ه ر  چ    ي ر   
ں  دا   ۔ ا ان   ام  اور   ت ا ا ا
ا      وس آ وا وزرا     ڈ
و   ز   ا  ا   ۔ وز  ا    دوره 
اور  ز   ں    آ ء    ا ا  
ں  ا  ا ے         ا 
ل       ں    9  ۔ ا   
۔      ۔       ڈراپ  د  
ے    ا  ن  ا   ں    ا ا
۔  ر د   ت    ے  گ  ۔ ا  ر  
ت     ز  آ    آپ   
ں      ا د    ۔ا  آ 
رڈ  ق   ر     ا ر    ا   ا
ه  ں    ا ن   ں   ۔ ا ر  
ر  ۔   ا        ا 
ں  آ ا  ء اردو     75  آ وا
ر  12،13 رڈ  ۔   ي    ل ا ا 
ر  55   ن      ء  ڈو  

ام   ں   ه  ۔   ن  ء   ڈو  60
۔  ه   ں   ا    وه ا   
اد   ے     ا ں     اور  ا
ر  ا    ۔  آ      
ں  ۔ ا ري   ي  ر  ڈ رڈ      
ه  ي وا ا   ا  اس و در  ا     دو
ل    ن    ا   م       
ه    ۔ وا ج   ں   ں ان   ان    
ں     ن    م   د    
د ر  ل   ۔ ا      ں ل 
ورت  اور  وں   ل     20 ڈا ۔  
ل     ن    وں   آپ  19 ڈا
ج      ں   اور ا      
ل  اور 70 ج             
ں  آج   ں 75   ل   وڑ رو   
ج   10 ارب  ں    ج  ر  اور  
ا   اس و  ۔ وز ا     چ   
ام       ن   ا     در 
رت  ا  ف   ن  ا ز  اور    آ
اق اڑا  اور  ا  ي  اور اس و  ي   
  ، ر     ي  م   ر     دو 
م      ا   دو   ح ا اور 
ء    ا    ۔ وز ا  ل   اس   
ت   ف ا ي  ر  اور ا ا ن   ا
ت       ۔ ا ا  اور   
ك   و  ر د  اور  گ  اور    ا 
ان  ن     ا اور ا ان  ا  د  ۔وز
       ، ن      در
رم   دي  وس   ا ۔ ڈ ا     
و     ا       د  ا ا
ن   ان  در ا    ا ا اور ا  وز
ن   ز ا ان   ،    ا ه       

ا    ا   ۔ وز ا      
ار د    د  ذ دارا  ات   آ ا  
ز      ن   د ا و ر   ل   19 
ں  ي    ري ر اور   ات  ا اور  ا 
 ، گ  ر  ن  اب   ں    ا ۔ ا
چ      ا    ب ڈا  زا  ا 
ں    ا     ۔ وز دم     
، آپ ا        ر      ا
ں   ۔ ا ل     د     ج ا
ه  ان            اس و ا

رے    ي    اور      ،   
ں  ان     ازن      ا  
گ  ں      ۔ ا   اور   ا  
اور   ذر       رت   و 
ا   ۔ وز د  و     وه د   
د  ا   رت      ا     
، ا  وه  د    و    ز    
ں     ۔ ا            
دي  ں و   آ رت  آ   ذر  
ں  ز      80     اور   

ں   ر   رت  ا وه  ے  ر    
ا     ۔ وز ن    ف     
ادري    ، ں     ل   د  ر  
ے،  و    دار ادا  ا  رو   ا  ر 
ر     ر   ر   د   ں   ا
ں  ۔    ا  ا       
ا    وه  اب  وز ال   ا  ا   
ن  ا ر    ا دار     ا  
ں   ار   ف   70  دي    د 
۔ دا  ن  ں ڈا    دي اور    ار

د  د ؤں   د د ف   اري  دي را ن  ا
ں  10     وڑ ڈا           4 ارب 90 

اري  دي را ن ا ن    ( ري (اے   د ۔ 23  م آ ا
ں  و   د ں اور  ر   ا     
د   وا          4 ارب   
ا  را    ، ں  10     وڑ ڈا       90
ں   اور اس  ن       ، ا دار  ر 
ات   وار   ۔  ري او   ي      
ف ا   رو      ر   ن د   دوران 
ٰي      د    د ر   ل   ان ر ا و  
و   ں  ر     ر      

وڑ ڈا  ن         4 ارب 90  ۔   
ن       ۔  ں  10        
، ا اور  ا ، ا ا    ،  ا  
، اس    ر ر  د  ن   ا    ا  ر   روز
 ، ں  ا  دي  ه ا دي     ام اور  و ا  
ت    ر      روا اور     اس 
ري او  ي    ن        ۔  ه    
م       ر   ل     ا ، اس     
ور        ن        12  ۔ 

واٹ  ر  7240  ں    ۔ ان  ا     
ں   12.4 ارب ڈا          اور ان 
 ، ا  د 9       وه  ۔ اس    
ن     ۔  ں  6390  واٹ      ان 
ا  وا   ن   ں    وا    ان 
ں   ں    ان  ۔ ا ا  14   زا   
ار   ں    ادا اور 10  ا   دوران 250  ڈا 
ي زو  ن     ا ۔  ا   ا  ر   زا روز

۔ م  ر  روں   ں      م   

ر  : ت        او 
ورت   ر    اد  ه   ذر ا   ا

ي       رف  ر  ڈا   ( د  (اے   م آ ا
ت        ده   او  ب  اور ا
، اس   آڈ اور ا  ا     ز    ا 
ر ا  م    اور د  را      
ن   ل آف  ں  آڈ  ر ا ت  ا ۔ ان   
۔ آڈ  ارت      دي  وا ا   
ر   زور دے  ۔  د  و   اس    ل 
ں    ت اور   ر    وا     آڈٹ ر
ں     ۔ ا ا         رروا  ذر 

ں اور        م    ا  اس   
ل اور  ا   ا ر   ا      ۔ 
ا   را    اد    ا ں  ا  
و    ت   ں       ۔ ا ا  
ر  ۔  رآ   ت   اور       ان  
ر   اد  ه   ذر ا   ا   
ن   ل آف  ل  آڈ  ۔ اس   آڈ  ورت   
ب      ٹ،  اور ا ي،  د   ر   

۔ ه  ت  آ ا    ا

دآز      ل  ت   م  آ
ب پ  ا    ن   روزه ور ل ا   

ن    ل ا   ( د  (اے   م آ ا
ت اور  ت، آ م  ارا       ا
ل   دآز       ت   د
ت اور   ، ا   ر آ اور    
۔ وه  دري،     ي  ل    ر
پ  ا  ا    روزه ور وي  آر 
ں    آزاد   ب  ر  ۔ ا   
ں    وي  آر       
ر  ا   اِد  دي  ا ،    آ
ں      ۔ ا ے  ِر ز     
ں  ر   و اد  دي  ا ں  آ  
۔  ے  ر ز    ں   ع   روں ا
ِل ا       ا   ار ا     ا
ِل  ۔  ر  رم     ا   

اد      م ا  ُ ، د ر وا اور  ا 
۔      ُد ا     
ں و اور  م  و ش  ، و     ں   
د  ِل ا ا    ۔ ز     
ں  ۔  اور   ر  ز  ں  آ  
ر    م  ا ں  اِس  ، ا رے را   
ار ا   آزاد   ۔ ا ن   ظ    اور 
۔ اِس  ڈل   ري  رول  ع   ر ا  
ِل  ۔   اد   پ  50   ا ور
ء    د اور   م  ار ا   ا ا
۔ اِس  ز     ري  د ز   پ   ور
روي  وا ا ، ا ا ڈا آ    
ِل  ن   ام  ز  و ام   ،  و  آر

۔ د  ر  ان اور ر ا  ا

ري  2020  رك  24   ره : 266   ا ،10 :

ن    ا  ان  ا  وز
ت     دورے  د

ن     ان  ا  ) وز وس (اے   ڈ
ات  ۔  ت دي  ا     دورے  د
رم     دي  ن   ا ان  ا   وز
ت       ا    ر 
ن    دورے  ان  ا     وز

ت دي۔  د
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از  ا   د       ا ه  ر  ) وز  د  (اے   م آ ا
ت  ا     ري   و  ا ر   25 ام  ا ي  اور 
ں        ن  د  و ں   ن        ا
ں  م  رت   ۔ ار   رت       ۔  از   ر ا
رت  ۔ س  ز  آ ر ا  ر   اور دو  ي  د   دو و  
ر   ات  دو  رے    رت   ۔     آ    
ا  ون    ، اد  ت  ا ر  و وز  ات  وزارت  ۔ د 
اه      و   ان اور    دوس  ا ت ڈا  ا
ام      80    ر  ا ر     ا   وز 
۔ 175 روز      ر  ،  ا  دا    ي  ي   زا 
ں     ا     ۔ا ق   دي ا  م  ري  اور   
ري      رت   ، ي   ر  ت     د  
ل   اس       س     ز       
ر اور ا  ي  ز    دو ں     ده     اور 
ن  ل     اور  ي  ۔12د    ر ز  آ س   دو 
۔    ره ا  اد       دو ا اور   ا  در
وٹ    ں    ا ا    ر ا ن      15ار
ا   ر       ۔وز  وٹ  ڈا وه     ا   ر

ل  رت      اور  ون  ر    ر  ن     
ه  ۔ ت     ر  ص  روں      ر      
ں  ن   آ  ا ا    و رت   د       
ں  ۔ا ر  د  ات  دو رت   رے    ے  د  اور    
ه      ام  اف  ر     1948  ا د ا رت     
ر   وس   ن   روز ڈ ان  ر   وز ا  ۔وز  ے   ا
ت  ،وز ا         ره ا ز دو ت  دوران     
۔وز  ں   اس  ذ داري     ورز آ    اور وا    دو  
ه  ۔ ري د    زه  ں      ي  ت   دو  ك  ا  دو
اد  ر اور ا ا  ، ام   ي  ن        د     
۔وز  ت       ا ں   ري ر      
ر  ض    ا    از  ا    ا ر      و  ا
ري    اراده ر  ء ا  ا  ري  ا ن     25     ا
م  ري  ا ۔اس   27  ،  اور       ا ،  ا
ں    م  ري   ۔28  ل     د   آف آر   آ
ر    د  ا  م آ ري  ا  30، ي    ا   وا   
۔3 ر    ن  اس  م اور ار ر         ا ۔
ا        د       م آ وري  ا

ا  ر     ان  وري  ا  4
ر  ري ڈ        
ر    ۔      
وري  ا ز  ۔5  ب   
ں  رے    ر    اور 
ں  وزرا ا  روں     
دت     د  ں     ر
ر   ا روز وز ا آزاد   
ع  ا ا ن  ان  اور ا روز وز ا 
ر   ۔وزارت  ب     
ت دے  ا ر   م  ن  
وري    ر  5  ۔  دي 
ا  اور  ا      
ے  ه  ا    آ   
ر  ا    ر      ۔وز 
ں   ا ا آزاد    اور وز
دار ادا   ط   اور ا ا 

۔   
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PM Imran to address rally 
in AJK on Feb 5: FM
Pakistan categorically rejects CPEC related claims: FO

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi 
has announced a vigorous campaign to 
effectively highlight the Kashmir cause on 
both domestic and international fronts, as 
well as counter Indian propaganda about 
the held valley, which was stripped of its 
autonomous status on August 5 last year.

“This campaign would start from 
January 25 and continue till February 5 
[Kashmir Day],” Qureshi told a press con-
ference here on Thursday. He was flanked 
by prime minister’s aide on information 
Firdous Ashiq Awan and communications 
minister Murad Saeed.

Kashmir, Qureshi said, had never been 
raised as effectively as it was done after 
the unilateral change in IOK’s special sta-
tus. “As part of the campaign the plight 
of Kashmiris would be highlighted in all 
forms of media including print, electronic 
and digital on January 25.”

The foreign minister said Prime 
Minister Imran Khan will address the AJK 
legislative assembly in Muzaffarabad on 
February 5. “On the same day the pre-

mier will also address a public gathering 
in Mirpur to express solidarity with the 
Kashmiris,” he said.

As part of the initiative, he added, a 
Kashmir Day event would be held at the 
President House in Islamabad where 
“entire diplomatic corps would be invited 
and documentaries on the Kashmir strug-
gle would be screened to apprise them of 
the plight of Kashmiris”. Explaining the 

objective of campaign, Qureshi said New 
Delhi and its media was trying to por-
tray that the situation in IOK had been 
normalised which was not true. “The 
President and Prime Minister of AJK 
would write letters to different heads 
of states, requesting them to push India 
to lift the curfew and communication 
blackout in IOK,” he added. The foreign 
minister said photo exhibitions would be 

organised in major art galleries across the 
country to display the “struggle and suf-
ferings of Kashmiris”.

Like every year, Qureshi added, a 
human chain would be formed in AJK to 
give a message to Kashmiris that “their 
Pakistani brethren are standing by them 
in the hour of need”.

Besides, he said, Kashmir solidarity ral-
lies would also be taken out in all prov-
inces, and requested the provincial chief 
ministers to lead the rallies.

Earlier, Foreign Office Spokesperson 
Aisha Farooqui has categorically re-
jected as baseless the claims that China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
project is always in the form of loans or 
non-concessional financing with sover-
eign guarantees.

Responding to the queries of media per-
sons at her weekly news briefing here on 
Thursday regarding US Ambassador Alice 
Wells recent remarks against the corri-
dor project, clarified that the total CPEC 
debt is about 4.9 billion dollars which is 
not even the ten percent of the country’s 
total debt.

Transparency, accountability 
top priorities of govt: Alvi

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

President Dr Arif Alvi says transparency 
and accountability are among the top 
priorities of the government to ensure 
good governance in the country.

While chairing a presentation on the 
office of Auditor General of Pakistan here 
on Thursday, the President underlined 
the importance of incorporating modern 
technology and techniques in the audit-
ing and accounting processes to ensure 
transparency and enhance efficiency. He 
emphasized that outdated procedures 

must be replaced with modern tech-
niques and new technologies.

Dr Arif Alvi hoped that international 
best practices would be adopted to 
ensure judicious utilization of public 
money and curb irregularities. The 
President also stressed the need for 
capacity building of the human capital 
through regular trainings.

The Auditor General apprised the pres-
ident regarding the measures initiated 
by his office to improve the performance 
of the department and to ensure merit, 
transparency and accountability.

President Dr. Arif Alvi chairing a presentation on the Office of the Auditor General Of Pakistan at the Aiwan-e-Sadr Islamabad on Thursday. Photo: PID

Govt focuses curbing food 
inflation: Bakhtyar

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

Makhdum Khusro Bakhtyar, Federal 
Minister for National Food Security and 
Research said that government has fo-
cused to curb food inflation for which a 
robust early warning system would be 
developed.

He further said that Pakistan being an 
agrarian economy is largely a food secure 
country but challenge of food inflation 
emerges very recurrently due to gaps in 
demand and supply management system. 
Illango Patchamuthu, Country Director 
(World Bank) and John Roome, Regional 
Director (World Bank) called on the 
Federal Minister for NFS&R on Thursday 
in former’s office to brief about the in-
terest of the bank for working with the 
Government of Pakistan in various areas 
of agriculture. Officials of the Ministry 
were also present during the meeting.

Illango said that the Bank would like 
to work in close collaboration with the 
Government on the commonalities like 
climate smart agriculture, high value 
crops and water management. The 
Minister said that we are looking to ver-
tically promote growth of cotton with 
high quality seed and pest management. 
He apprised that we have launched a ho-
listic program of Rs.300 billion with five 
year gestation period. This program ad-
dresses key areas of agriculture including 
fisheries, livestock, water management 
and productivity enhancement of major 
crops. We need to mobilize our farmers 
for their participation in the initiatives 

of the government for sustainable devel-
opment of the sector. Makhdum Khusro 
Bakhtyar underlined the need for harmo-
nizing the crop estimates worked out by 
Provincial Crop Reporting Services and 
estimates through satellite imagery & 
remote sensing to come up with more 
precise data for devising effective and 
timely policies. The Minister also ex-
pressed that the Government and the 
bank may together work out their short 
term and long term agenda for agricul-
tural cooperation. Short term collabora-
tion may include designing of a model 
of Early Warning System (EWS) for 
management of food inflation. This EWS 
would save the interests of both farmers 
and consumers. 

Long term collaboration may be 
worked out in other common areas of 
interest like water management, fisher-
ies and climate smart agriculture. The 
Minister shared that the Government 
is also committed to rationalize agri-
cultural subsidies to ensure diffusion of 
their benefit to the farming community. 
Mr. Illango apprised that the Bank is in 
process of hiring an agriculture expert for 
Pakistan. Furthermore, a team of experts 
on agriculture is likely to visit Pakistan 
in a couple of weeks. The Minister ap-
preciated commitment of the bank for 
collaboration with the Government for 
agricultural development in the country. 
The two sides agreed to continue further 
discussions to develop future roadmap 
for agricultural cooperation between the 
Government and the bank.

Stocks around the world drop 
on virus concerns, led by China

NEW YORK/LONDON/BEIJING

US stocks are falling at the start of trading 
Thursday, following other markets lower 
as authorities rush to contain a deadly 
virus outbreak in China. The coronavirus 
has been confirmed in five countries, and 
the worry is that its spread could hurt 
tourism and the global economy. Losses 
were sharpest in Asia, particularly in 
China. European indexes fell more mod-
estly, and the S&P 500 lost 19 points, or 
0.6%, to 3,302. The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average fell 210, or 0.7%, to 28,976, and 
the Nasdaq dropped 48, or 0.5%, to 9,335 
The 10-year Treasury yield slumped to 
1.72% from 1.77%.

World shares fell Thursday as health 
authorities around the world rushed to 
monitor and contain a deadly virus out-
break in China and keep it from spread-
ing globally.

China and other nations have ramped 
up screenings for fever on aircraft and 
at airports. The central Chinese city of 
Wuhan, where the virus is concentrated, 
closed down its train station and airport 
Thursday to prevent people from enter-
ing or leaving the city. Adding to con-
cerns, the outbreak coincides with the 
annual travel of hundreds of millions of 
Chinese for the Lunar New Year festival, 
which begins Friday.

In Europe, the CAC 40 in Paris lost 
0.1% to 6,003 while Germany’s DAX 
slipped 0.5% to 13,454. Britain’s FTSE 
100 gave up 0.4% to 7,544. Wall Street 
futures edged lower, with the contract 
for the S&P 500 down 0.1% and that for 
the Dow Jones Industrial Average falling 
0.2%. In Asia, early gains were erased 
midsession, with Chinese benchmarks 
leading losses.

The coronavirus has been confirmed in 
five countries, including China, the U.S., 
Thailand, Japan and South Korea. So far, 
China has confirmed more than 500 peo-
ple have fallen sick and 17 have died from 
the illness, which can cause pneumonia 
and other severe respiratory symptoms. 
A World Health Organization commit-
tee was scheduled to meet for a second 
day Thursday as it decides whether to 
declare China’s virus outbreak a global 
health emergency. Japan’s Nikkei 225 
index skidded 1% to 23,795.44, while 
the Kospi in South Korea sank 0.9% to 
2,246.13. In Hong Kong, the Hang Seng 
dropped 1.5% to 27,909.12, while the 
Shanghai Composite index declined 2.8% 
to 2,976.53. Australia’s S&P ASX/200 
shed 0.6% to 7,088.00. Shares rose in 
India and Jakarta but fell in Taiwan and 
Singapore.

“As far as the market is concerned, 

the current reaction remains mild and 
perhaps rightly so given the difficulty 
to estimate the impact of an evolving 
syndrome,” Jingyi Pan of IG said in a 
commentary. By postponing a decision 
on whether the virus is a global health 
emergency, the WHO helped assuage 
some fears the crisis is escalating, she 
said. In other news, Japan reported 
Thursday that its trade balance was nega-
tive in 2019 for a second straight year, 
as China-U.S. trade tensions and friction 
with neighboring South Korea bit into 
exports.

Benchmark crude oil fell $1.03 to 
$55.71 per barrel in electronic trading 
on the New York Mercantile Exchange. 
It lost $1.64 to settle at $56.74 a barrel on 
Wednesday. Brent crude oil, the interna-
tional standard, gave up $1.02 as well, to 
$62.19 per barrel. It slid $1.38 to close at 
$63.21 a barrel overnight.

Federal govt to 
provide financial 
assistance for 
Balochistan rain 
victims

QUETTA

Special Assistant to the Prime Minister 
on Information and Broadcasting Dr 
Firdous Ashiq Awan on Thursday an-
nounced that the federal government 
would provide financial assistance of 
Rs 500,000 to the family of each de-
ceased and Rs 50,000 to every injured 
in the recent incidents of rain and 
heavy snowfall in Balochistan.

Addressing a press conference here 
at Quetta Press Club, she said Rs 
50,000 would be given to every per-
son whose house had been destroyed 
in the recent rains and snowfall in the 
province.

The SAMP said 20 people were 
killed and 23 injured while 173 
houses were destroyed in the rain and 
snow related incidents in Balochistan. 
She said the federal government 
would continue to support the 
provincial government in provision 
of assistance to the people affected by 
rains and snowfall.

She said that the objective of her 
visit to Balochistan was to announce 
relief package for the victims of recent 
heavy rains and snowfall. She said that 
Red Crescent Society was working to 
provide food and clothes but there 
was need to further strengthen its 
role further. Besides National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA), 
was also working with provincial 
government to provide relief goods to 
the affected people. The federal and 
provincial governments had joined 
hands for resolution of the problems 
of the people of Balochistan under the 
vision of the Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, she remarked.

European Central Bank holds 
rates, launches policy review

FRANKFURT

The European Central Bank has decided 
to launch a top-to-bottom review of how 
it steers the economy for 342 million peo-
ple in the 19 countries that use the euro 
currency.

The bank’s 25-member governing council 
on Thursday gave the green light for the re-
view proposed by new ECB head Christine 
Lagarde.

The review could look at the bank’s infla-
tion target of just under 2%. The target is 
in focus because the bank has struggled to 
meet it for years despite massive monetary 
stimulus and record low interest rates. The 
central bank on Thursday also left un-
changed its key interest rates and stimulus 
programs.

Lagarde said in her news conference that 
risks to the economy “have become less 
pronounced as some of the uncertainties 
around international trade have receded.”

Lagarde spoke a day after U.S. President 
Donald Trump and European Commission 
President Ursula Von Der Leyen said they 
expect a U.S.-EU trade deal this year. The 
U.S. has also signed an initial trade pact with 
China that eases some tensions.

Lagarde took over from Mario Draghi 
on Nov. 1 at the head of the top monetary 
authority for the 19 countries that use the 
euro as their currency. The monetary policy 
review will be the first since 2003 for the 
bank, which was founded in 1998 ahead of 
the euro’s launch in 1999.

One reason for the review is the bank’s 
inability in recent years to reach its stated 
goal of inflation of “below, but close to, 2%.” 
Inflation averaged 1.2% over Draghi’s eight-
year term despite stimulus measures such 
as lowering interest benchmarks below 
zero and pumping 2.6 trillion euros ($2.9 
trillion) into the financial system through 
bond purchases. The current inflation goal 
is considered to offer a margin of safety 

against deflation, a vicious circle of falling 
prices, investment and slow growth. Some 
inflation also helps countries in the euro-
zone that are trying to improve their price 
competitiveness without having to fall into 
negative inflation themselves. The current 
goal could be replaced by a range or a dif-
ferent formulation.

Carsten Brzeski, chief economist at fi-
nancial firm ING Germany, said that the 
review might have broad parameters at 
the start but “could end up changing very 
little.” He said a new definition of price sta-
bility of “around 2%” would give the bank 
some new flexibility to overshoot after 
periods of not reaching the target. Others 
have proposed a range, such as 1.5% to 
2.5%. Lagarde says the review will look at 
climate change and that European institu-
tions should support the fight against global 
warming, but cautioned that this must be 
done within their mandates. The ECB’s legal 
mandate is to first seek price stability, and 
only after that to pursue the general eco-
nomic goals of the union, such as growth 
and jobs.

One way central banks could influence cli-
mate policy would be to make bonds fund-
ing environmentally friendly projects such 
as wind farms part of the ECB’s purchase 
programs, and to exclude bonds of compa-
nies heavily reliant on fossile fuels. So far, the 
ECB doesn’t buy bonds on environmental 
criteria but has in fact bought bonds that fi-
nance environmentally friendly projects as 
part of the broader effort to raise inflation.

Lagarde will also give her assessment 
of how things stand in the economy. She 
inherited a stimulus package enacted at 
Draghi’s next-to-last meeting in September. 
The bank cut the deposit rate on money left 
overnight by commercial banks to minus 
0.5% from minus 0.4% and started 20 bil-
lion euros ($22 billion) in monthly bond 
purchases. 


