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Strategy is the 
starting point for a 
transformation that 
needs to occur and how 
that company must 
change to win 

CEO/ Chairman KPMG                             
Lynne Doughtie

India moves towards Hindu Rashtra

CAB protests in India increase 
threat to Pakistan: PM
Prime Minister Imran warns India from conducting a false flag operation

ISLAMABAD

 Prime Minister Imran Khan has 
on Saturday said that India has been 
moving towards Hindu Rashtra with 
its Hindutva Supremacist fascist ide-
ology over the last five years of PM 
Narendra Modi’s government.

The premier took to Twitter and 
stated that all those Indians who want 
a pluralist India are beginning to pro-
test and it is becoming a mass move-
ment with the Citizens Amendment 
Act.

Imran Khan said, “At the same time 
the siege by Indian Occupation forces 
in IOJK continues and a bloodbath can 
be expected when it is lifted. As these 
protests are increasing, threat to Pak 
from India is also increasing. Indian 
Army Chief s statement adds to our 
concerns of a False Flag operation.”

He further added, “I have been warn-

ing the international community of 
this for some time and am reiterating 
again: if India does such an operation 
to divert attention from its domestic 
chaos plus whip up war hysteria to 
mobilise Hindu nationalism, Pakistan 
will have no option but to give a befit-
ting response.” 

Prime Minister Imran Khan warned 
India of a ‘befitting response’ in case it 
decided to conduct a false flag opera-
tion to “divert attention from its do-
mestic chaos.  Taking to Twitter, the 
prime minister addressed the mass 
protests in India over its controversial 
citizenship bill. 

According to the new amendment 
to the Indian constitution, people be-
longing to the Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, 
Jain, or Parsi and Christian faiths, 
and fleeing ‘persecution’ in Muslim-
majority Afghanistan, Bangladesh 

and Pakistan, may be granted Indian 
citizenship. There is no similar provi-
sion for Muslim refugees, enraging the 

Muslim minority of India. 
Khan said that for the past five 

years, India has been moving towards 
“Hindu Rashtra with its Hindutva 
Supremacist fascist ideology”.  The 
prime minister said that a bloodbath 
can be expected anytime the siege is 
lifted from occupied Kashmir. 

Prime Minister Imran said that in 
case India decided to conduct a false 
flag operation to divert attention from 
its domestic crisis “to divert attention 
from its domestic chaos plus whip up 
war hysteria to mobilise Hindu na-
tionalism” Pakistan will have no op-
tion but to give a ‘befitting response’ 
to India. 

Indian army chief General Bipin 
Rawat, in suggestive and provocative 
remarks, had on Wednesday said that 
the situation along the LoC could esca-
late any time and that the Indian army 

was prepared for the spiraling of the 
escalation matrix, The Times of India 
reported.

The remarks came as thousands 
of people took to the streets in India 
again on Wednesday against a new 
citizenship law based on religion that 
has touched off violent unrest, and 
a southern state imposed curbs on 
public gatherings to pre-empt further 
demonstrations. 

Earlier, on Dec 19, Director General 
Inter-Services Public Relations (DG 
ISPR) Major General Asif Ghafoor had 
said Pakistan is ready to respond any 
aggression from the Indian side.The 
DG-ISPR in his tweet said: “Aggressive 
statements and preparations for esca-
lation along Line of Control appear to 
be an effort as usual to divert world 
attention from wide spread protests 
in India against CAB.”

PRESIDENT DR. ARIF ALVI ADMINISTERING THE OATH OF OFFICE TO JUSTICE GULZAR AHMED AS CHIEF JUSTICE OF PAKISTAN IN ISLAMABAD ON DECEMBER 21, 
2019. PRIME MINISTER IMRAN KHAN IS ALSO PRESENT ON THE OCCASION. 

PM Imran, 
COAS Bajwa 
discuss prevailing 
situation

ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Imran Khan met army chief Gen 
Qamar Javed Bajwa on Saturday to exchange views 
on the prevalent situation in the country. The meeting 
between the army chief and the prime minister took 
place at the President House.  Prime Minister Imran met 
President Alvi before he administered oath to Justice 
Gulzar Ahmed as the 27th chief justice of Pakistan. 

Both exchanged views on running the country’s in-
stitutions smoothly and also discussed the on-going 
political situation of the country. The meeting be-
tween the top brass comes after the high treason case 
verdict of Gen (retd) Pervez Musharraf by a special 
court. Musharraf was handed the death sentence and 
declared an absconder. The judgment’s paragraph 66 
called on law enforcement agencies to arrest Musharraf 
and if the former military dictator was found dead, drag 
his corpse to the D-Chowk in Islamabad and hang it 
for three days.

  The controversial paragraph caused an outcry in the 
country with several legal and political analysts speak-
ing out against the verdict. 

Gulzar Ahmed was sworn in as the new Chief Justice 
of Pakistan. President Arif Alvi had administered the 
oath to him at a ceremony at Aiwan-e-Sadr in Islamabad. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan, Chairman Senate Sadiq 
Sanjrani, Speaker National Assembly Asad Qaiser, cabi-
net members and the services chiefs also attended the 
ceremony.

On Wednesday, Chief of Army Staff General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa visited the (Special Service Group) SSG 
Headquarters, Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) 
said in a statement.

According to ISPR, during his visit, the COAS had ap-
preciated the work and efforts of the special group 
commandos.“SSG is our pride with myriad contribu-
tions towards defence of the country through its valiant 
officers and soldiers since the creation of Pakistan,” said 
COAS Bajwa.

Pak receives questionnaire 
from FATF

ISLAMABAD

 Pakistan has received a questionnaire – comprising 
150 questions – from the Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF). According to the Finance Ministry sources, the 
FATF has asked Islamabad details regarding the actions 
that have been taken to achieve the targets set by the 
intergovernmental organization.

The FATF has demanded Pakistan to sentence those 
who are associated with the banned outfits and sum-
moned copies of cases registered against the outlawed 
organizations. Details have also been asked about legal 
steps taken concerning religious seminaries.

It has been learnt that the questionnaire has been 
sent in response to Islamabad’s report that had been 
forwarded to the FATF on December 3. Pakistan has to 
respond to the questions by January 8. Sources privy to 
the development claimed that one of the highlights from 
the document is questions pertaining to Madrassah 
funding. Sources have further claimed that the govern-
ment of Pakistan has been asked to submit their an-
swers by January 8, 2020.

It has also been claimed that the global finance moni-
toring body had expressed satisfaction with the reports 
submitted prior by Pakistan. Earlier on December 3, 
Pakistan had expedited efforts to come out of the grey 
list as the country submitted a report of its final quarter 
of the year to the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 
authorities, citing sources.

Nord Stream 2

Germany, EU condemn US 
sanctions on Russian gas pipeline

BERLIN

 Germany accused the US of interfering in 
its internal affairs on Saturday for impos-
ing sanctions on companies working on a 
major project to supply Western Europe 
with Russian gas.

Moscow and the European Union also is-
sued statements criticizing the sanctions, a 
day after President Donald Trump signed 
off on asset freezes and visa restrictions on 
those involved in the Nord Stream 2 project.

US lawmakers are seeking to stymie 
what they regard as an increasing re-
liance on Russian energy in Western 
Europe by targeting the project, which 
aims to double deliveries of Russian 
natural gas to Germany via a pipeline 
under the Baltic Sea. The sanctions target 
contractors working to lay pipes for Nord 
Stream 2 — a €10-billion ($11-billion) 
project expected to be completed in early 
2020 — and another Russian gas project, 
TurkStream.

Swiss contractor Allseas said after 
the sanctions were imposed that it had 
“suspended its Nord Stream 2 pipelay 
activities.” Although US Congress over-
whelmingly backed the sanctions, there 
was some criticism among lawmakers of 
a move that in effect punishes NATO allies 
such as Germany.

While an EU spokesman criticized “the 
imposition of sanctions against EU com-
panies conducting legitimate business,” the 

German government said Berlin rejected 
“these sorts of extra-territorial sanctions.”

“They will hit German and European 
companies and constitute an interference 
in our internal affairs,” said Chancellor 
Angela Merkel’s spokeswoman Ulrike 
Demmer.Russian Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Maria Zakharova accused 
the United States of pushing an ideology 
that hindered global trade, adding on her 
Facebook page:

PIA cuts losses to half: CEO  
KARACHI

Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Air Marshal 
Arshad Malik on Saturday announced 
that they were successful in bringing 
down the losses of the national flag car-
rier to 50 percent.

He said this during an annual meeting 
of the airline attended by the employees 
and shareholders, where audit report 
and accounts of the airline in 2018 came 
under discussion. The CEO Arshad Malik 
said that the only challenge they had was 
to conduct an audit of the airline, which 
was delayed for the past three years.

“The audit team carried out this hec-
tic work in a record time,” he said add-
ing they were able to bring down the 
airline losses to 50 percent. He further 

announced that the PIA would also be 
including two more planes in its air fleet 
to improve their performance.

The participants of the meeting ap-
plauded the policy measures taken under 
the incumbent administration. Earlier, the 
Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) and 
other private airlines jacked up their fares 
for their domestic passengers.

After the revision of fares, a one-way 
trip from Karachi to Lahore, Islamabad 
will cost Rs 35,000 and while fare from 
Lahore to Karachi and Quetta has been 
increased by Rs 10,000 and Rs 15,000 
respectively. Similarly, the private air-
lines are charging Rs 36,000 for flights 
bound to Rahim Yar Khan Faisalabad 
and Islamabad. Meanwhile, a sudden in-
crease in fares of PIA and private airlines 
caused difficulties for the people who 
have planned their journeys following 
winter vacations.

Saudi-French solar 
deal signed in Riyadh

RIYADH

 A joint venture agreement has been 
signed between French company 
Optimum Tracker, which specializes 
in manufacturing solar energy track-
ing devices, and Al-Rasheed Petroleum 
Investment Co. The Saudi-French 
partnership will invest SR200 million 
($53.3 million) in designing and manu-

facturing advanced solar panels.
The signing ceremony was held 

at the headquarters of the Saudi 
Arabian General Investment Authority 
(SAGIA), in the presence of its Gov. 
Ibrahim Al-Omar. As of the end of 
the third quarter of 2019, there were 
809 foreign investment licenses in the 
Kingdom.

China lashes out US defense bill as interference
SHANGHAI

China’s top lawmaking body on Saturday 
criticized the defense bill that Washington 
passed this week as “interference”, Chinese 
state news agency Xinhua reported. You 
Wenze, a spokesperson for the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of China’s National 
People’s Congress (NPC), expressed “strong 
dissatisfaction” with the National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA), passed over-

whelmingly in the U.S. Senate this week.
U.S. President Donald Trump has promised 

to quickly sign the $738 billion bill into law. 
You said the Taiwan content of the bill under-
mined peace and stability across the Taiwan 
strait. Under the bill, the United States would 
work to support the military strength of 
Taiwan, the self-governing island that Beijing 
considers a part of the People’s Republic of 
China. The bill also calls for support for 

Hong Kong’s pro-democracy protestors, as 
well as requiring a report on the treatment 
of the minority Muslim Uighur population 
in Xinjiang. “The U.S. plan to interfere in the 
internal affairs of other countries under the 
guise of ‘democracy’ and ‘human rights’ will 
never succeed,” You said, according to Xinhua. 
“Xinjiang-related issues are not at all human 
rights, ethnic, and religious issues, but anti-
terrorist and depolarization issues.”



COP25--A Commitment to Climate Action

T he 80 countries that have committed 
to put forward stronger steps to curb 
climate change here at 2019 United 
Nations Climate Change (COP25) in 
Madrid are impressive. The event was 

supposed to take place in Chile but was moved due 
to civil unrest in the country. The Climate Summit 
was the last UN Climate Summit before 2020 when 
many nations must submit new climate action plans.

At COP25, U.N. Secretary General called explicitly 
for raising ambition by ending new coal plant con-
struction globally by 2020 and a rapid phase-out of 
existing coal plants. Ambitious action to deliver on 
this goal would have significant emissions impacts, 
since coal is the most carbon-intensive type of fossil-
fuel power plant.

Many of these projects, backed by foreign gov-
ernment financing from China, Japan, Korea, could 
become stranded assets as zero-carbon emission en-
ergy sources displace them. Shifting away from coal 
plants would also have significant health benefits 
as pollutants from coal plants are linked to severe 
air pollution, serious respiratory illnesses and other 
adverse health impacts.

Speaking at the opening ceremony, UN Secretary-

General Antonio Guterres said that important de-
cisions must be taken now to limit emissions that 
cause the greenhouse effect. Guterres claimed that 
the planet is close to the point of no return and urged 
all countries to be more ambitious and cut pollutant 
emissions as this is critical time to combat climate 
change.

Climate change’s ‘unequal’ impact on different 
countries and social groups has been marked by 
world leaders. Chilean environmental minister 
Carolina Schmidt claimed that the way climate 
change affects the world is unfair as it mainly hurts 
vulnerable people, communities and countries. US 
House of Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
also mentioned that the climate crisis should be ad-
dressed in terms of economic and environmental 
justice for all.

We all believe that we have a moral responsibil-
ity to future generations to pass on this planet in a 
better way, the best possible way, Pelosi said during 
the opening ceremony. King of S`pain Felipe VI also 
pointed out that the most vulnerable are the most 
affected by the impact of global warming, exacerbat-
ing the risks and causes of social inequality, poverty 
and hunger.

He explained that, for the Spanish Government, the 
solution to climate change is greater solidarity and 
joint decisions to achieve shared solutions based on 
the clear, reliable and solid warnings of science. The 
path to decarbonisation was also highlighted as one 
of the main goals of states to fight climate change, 
one of the outstanding issues from the last climate 
summit held last year in Poland. 

We need a rapid and profound change in the way 
Humanity does business, generates energy, builds 

cities, moves and feeds itself, eliminating our ad-
diction to carbon, Antonio Guterres said. He urged 
especially to abandon fossil fuels and regulate carbon 
markets.

We must reach the Glasgow summit in 2020 
(COP26) with much more ambitious national con-
tributions and these long-term strategies must lead 
to orderly, fair and efficient decarbonization. Spain is 
ready to take that step forward, Spain’s acting Prime 
Minister Pedro Sánchez said.

European Commission President Ursula von der 
Leyen is attending Madrid’s conference as her first 
official act. Von der Leyen has set high targets in the 
European Union’s policy to combat climate change, 
pledging to reduce the bloc’s carbon emissions by at 
least 50% by 2030.

Her first day at the helm, she repeated to jour-
nalists her objective to make Europe the first cli-
mate-neutral continent by 2050, meaning carbon 
emissions should be fully offset by measures that 
cut CO2, like planting trees.

In 10 days, the European Commission will present 
the EU GreenDeal. Our goal is to be the 1st climate-
neutral continent by 2050. If we want to achieve that 
goal, we have to act and implement our policies now. 
Because we know that this transition needs a gen-
erational change, she said on Twitter. In order to face 
them, we must return to our roots: we must listen to 
each other to rebuild trust and dialogue with a willing-
ness to change, she said during the ceremony.

Today in Hist    ry

Motorola delays foldable 
Razr phone launch

WASHINGTON

 Motorola is delaying the launch of 
the foldable Razr smartphone in North 
America, saying demand for the $1,500 
device has outstripped its supply 
predictions.

The handset, announced in November, 
was supposed to become available for pre-
order in December and begin shipping to 
customers in January.

Motorola has decided to adjust Razr’s 
presale and launch timing to better meet 
consumer demand, the Lenovo Group 
Ltd. unit said Friday in a statement. We 
are working to determine the appropriate 
quantity and schedule to ensure that more 
consumers have access to Razr at launch.

The company declined to say when the 
phone would go on sale, but said it does 
not anticipate a “significant shift” from the 
original launch timeline.

In an interview earlier this year, Motorola 
President Sergio Buniac said he hoped for 
a little bit more” demand than supply. 
Motorola did not blame technical issues 
for its delay. Other companies, such as 
Samsung Electronics Co., have struggled 

to launch foldable devices on time due to 
issues with screens failing. When Motorola 
announced the device, design chief Ruben 
Castano said We feel like we’ve really de-
veloped a robust solution.

The foldable Razr looks similar to the 
original model from the early 2000s, but 
runs Google’s Android operating system 
and features touchscreens inside and out. 
Motorola previously said the phone would 
also go on sale in Europe, Latin America, 
Asia, and Australia, but it did not share 
new launch information for those regions 
on Friday.
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Lockdown worsens 
situation in IOK

I n occupied Kashmir, uneasy calm and uncertainty continue to prevail in the 
Kashmir Valley and Muslim majority areas of Jammu and Ladakh regions 
as India-imposed lockdown entered 140th straight day today (Sunday). 
Restrictions under Section 144 are still in place amid massive deployment 
of Indian troops since August 5. Prepaid mobile phone, text messaging and 

internet services continue to remain snapped for the residents of the Kashmir 
Valley. People in the Valley continue to observe civil disobedience against India’s 
anti-Kashmir moves. As part of this movement, business establishments continue 
to remain shut across the Valley for most part of the day. Shops only open for 
couple of hours in the morning or evening just to cater to the daily needs of the 
people. Thin attendance is also witnessed in Valley’s educational institutions 
and offices.

The occupation authorities are likely to further tighten the curbs in the Valley 
today to prevent big anti-India demonstrations after Juma congregational prayers. 
The Friday prayers have not been allowed at Srinagar’s historic Jamia Masjid and 
other major mosques across the Valley since August 5. On the other hand, several 
youth staged a protest at the Press Enclave in Srinagar against the internet shut-
down which has been in place for last over 4 months in the Valley. Demanding 
restoration of the facility, the protesters said that the Indian government was 
pushing them to the wall by such measures. However, Kashmiris are firm on 
their stance and determined to to take the ongoing freedom movement to its 
logical conclusion, despite all odds. They are concerned over the fast deteriorat-
ing political and human rights situation in occupied Kashmir and demand early 
settlement of the Kashmir dispute on the basis of the Kashmiris’ universally-
accepted right to self-determination guaranteed by the UN. They deplore the 
silence of the world over Indian atrocities on the people of occupied Kashmir 
and condemn the illegal detention of party Chairman, Shabbir Ahmed Shah, and 
other Hurriyat leaders who have been languishing in New Delhi’s infamous Tihar 
Jail for last over two years.

India tops in pollution 
linked deaths

I ndia leads the world in pollution-linked deaths, according to a report pub-
lished Wednesday that estimated the global impact of contaminants in the 
air, water and workplace. The report by the Global Alliance on Health and 
Pollution (GAHP) found pollution to be the largest environmental cause of 
premature death on the planet, causing 15 percent of all deaths -- some 

8.3 million people. Among the ten countries with the most pollution deaths in 
2017, the latest year for which data was available, were some of the world s 
largest and wealthiest nations, along with some poorer ones. The United States, 
with 325 million people, came in at number seven with almost 200,000 deaths.

The report reminds us all that pollution is a global crisis. It does not matter 
where you live. Pollution will find you. Pollution-linked deaths rates were highest 
in some of the world s most impoverished countries where poor water sanitation 
and contaminated indoor air are major killers.

Chad, Central African Republic and North Korea saw the highest number of 
deaths per 100,000 people (287, 251 and 202 respectively), with India enter-
ing the per capita list at number 10 with 174 deaths per 100,000 people. India 
has seen increasing industrial and vehicular pollution from urban growth while 
poor sanitation and contaminated indoor air persist in low-income communities.

On the other end of the scale, five nations in the Arabian Peninsula rank among 
the 10 countries in the world with the lowest death rates from pollution, with 
Qatar reporting the lowest. Drawing its data from the Institute of Health Metrics 
Evaluation, which is based in Seattle and was founded by the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, the report broke risk factors into four categories: air, water, 
occupational, and lead.

TAT Special

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Germany’s Brandenburg Gate opened for border

Mohammad Arshad

Lovato and Wilson split
LAS VEGAS

 Demi Lovato and Austin Wilson have split up. Just 
over one month after the 27-year-old singer took 
to Instagram to make her relationship with model 
Austin official, Demi has revealed that their short-lived 
romance is over. Demi confirmed the split to a fan on 
social media and both she and Austin have deleted all 
pictures of each other from their accounts.

Demi said: “Please don’t go after him. He’s a good guy. 
Much better than what people see on the outside just 
because he’s got a lot of tattoos. “Breakups are hard for 
both parties involved. Just stay nice and say prayers.” 
Demi and Austin have both been mourning the death 
of their close friend Thomas Trussell III, who died of 
an overdose in October.

Following his death, Austin wrote on Instagram: “RIP 
bro I love you so much. I’m so grateful for the times that 
we had while you were here. You are such a special 
soul. You had the biggest heart and made everyone 
feel like a million dollars. I know you’re looking down 
on us now.” And Demi got a T tattooed on her arm in 
tribute to her late pal.

She revealed the special inking on Instagram and 
wrote: “A T for Tommy. RIP you special angel. Love 
you forever @sirtruss thank you for the ink @ra-
fael_valdez.. it’s beautiful and I’m so grateful for this If 
you or someone you know is struggling with addic-
tion, please do not hesitate to ask for help. Please call 
877.921.9653 (sic).”

December 22, I989
The Brandenburg Gate is famous 

worldwide as the symbol of Berlin, but 
for many years it also stood for the divi-
sion of Germany because of its location 
directly at the Berlin Wall, which was 
erected in 1961. Official visitors to West 
Berlin were taken to this site to see the 
increasingly sophisticated border control 
system. This was where US President 
Ronald Reagan gave a speech on 12 June 
1987 in which he exhorted the Soviet 
leader, Mikhail Gorbachev, to tear down 
this wall! No one suspected that this 
was exactly what would soon happen. 
When the border opened on the night 
of 9 November 1989, large numbers of 
cheering people climbed on to the Berlin 
Wall at the Brandenburg Gate. However, 
there was no official crossing point there. 
This meant that the opening of a new 
crossing point at the Brandenburg Gate 
on 22 December 1989 was a very special 
event. Despite pouring rain, thousands 
of people turned out to witness the cer-
emony. The previous night, East German 
border guards used a crane to remove 
the Wall’s cement slabs, which weighed 
tonnes and were topped with a cement 
tube aimed at making it more difficult to 
climb over the Wall.

An Atomic View of the Trigger for the Heartbeat
WASHINGTON

  Atomic-level studies of the architecture of tiny 
sodium channel proteins, critical to generating 
electrical signals that start off each beat of the heart, 
are imparting striking details about their function, 
malfunctions, disruption by many disease muta-
tions, and response to medication. This structural 
information could become the basis for develop-
ing better diagnostics and drugs for life-threatening 
heart rhythm problems, according to the research-
ers from the University of Washington School of 
Medicine working in this area.

Their latest findings appear Dec. 19 in Cell in the 
paper, “Structure of the Cardiac Sodium Channel.” 
The senior authors are William Catterall and Ning 
Zheng, both UW School of Medicine professors of 
pharmacology. The first authors are Daohau Jiang 
and Hui Shi, UW postdoctoral fellows in pharma-
cology. The cardiac sodium channel not only initi-
ates the heartbeat, mutations in it also cause deadly 

arrhythmias, and antiarrhythmic drugs act directly 
on it to control cardiac rhythms, explained Catterall.

The heart is both a plumbing and electrical 
marvel. For each heartbeat, electrical waves travel 
across a healthy heart in a pattern that controls its 
filling and pumping in a tightly coordinated man-
ner. The rate at which the impulse is propagated 
through the heart tissue relies on actions taking 
place at the molecular level in tiny protein pores 
present in cardiac cell membranes.

Sodium ions -- a type of charged particles -- pass 
through these protein passageways in the mem-
brane boundary between the outside and inside 
of the cell.

Pufferfish harbor a toxin that acts on nerve and 
muscle, but not heart, sodium channels.

The activation and quick inactivation of these 
voltage-gated sodium channels are part of a series 
of electrical and physiological events that maintain 
a steady heartbeat. Sodium channels operate in 

concert with calcium channels and potassium 
channels to drive the heartbeat at a consistent fre-
quency for our entire lives, Zheng noted.

When sodium channels don’t work properly, the 
heart can be in trouble, even to the point of having 
dangerously fast and uncoordinated contractions 
that are life-threatening, the researchers explained. 
Specifically, the NaV (Latin abbreviation for sodium, 
V for voltage) 1.5 channel has such an indispensa-
ble role that certain mutations in those channels 
can be fatal, because other sodium channels in 
the heart cannot compensate for their loss. These 
mutations can cause dangerous arrhythmias in 
adults and even sudden death in children and 
young athletes.

Fortunately, many heart rhythm disturbances 
can be treated with drugs that block cardiac so-
dium channels. For example, as UW Medicine 
physician Michael Lenaeus, a UW assistant pro-
fessor of medicine, Division of General Internal 

Medicine, and a co-author of the study, noted, 
atrial fibrillation, or “A-fib,” is increasingly prevalent 
among older Americans. This condition can often 
be treated effectively with the drug flecainide. In 
their recent study, the researchers sought to learn, 
among other things, how drugs like flecainide act 
within the predominant form of sodium channels 
found in cardiac cells.

To obtain a high-resolution, 3-D map of the chan-
nels, the scientists used advanced cryo-electron mi-
croscopy at the new Beckman Center for Cryo-EM 
at the UW. They wanted to explore important 
structural features of these sodium channels and 
relate their configuration to their actions in normal 
physiological function, dysfunction, disease muta-
tions, toxin sensitivity and the pharmacology of 
antiarrhythmic drugs.

According to the scientists, their experiments 
provide a blueprint for understanding many vari-
ous aspects of cardiac sodium channels.
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Ana Brnabić
 A powerful leader with numerous plaudits

A na Brnabić  is a 
Serbian politician 
who has been the 
Prime Minister of 
Serbia since 29 June 
2017. She is the first 
woman and first 

openly gay person to hold the office.
She entered government as the 

Minister of Public Administration and 
Local Self-Government of Serbia from 
11 August 2016 until 29 June 2017, 
under Prime Minister Aleksandar Vučić 
and Acting Prime Minister Ivica Dačić. 
In this role, Brnabić initiated reforms of 

central government services in Serbia.
After Vučić was inaugurated as the 

President of Serbia on 31 May 2017, 
he proposed Brnabić as his successor 
in June 2017. Prime Minister Brnabić 
and her Cabinet were voted into office 
on 29 June 2017 by a majority of 157 
out of 250 Members of the National 
Assembly of Serbia.

In 2018, Brnabić was ranked by 
Forbes magazine as the 91st most 
powerful woman in the world and as 
the 21st most powerful female politi-
cal and policy leader.

Early and personal life
Brnabić was born in Belgrade. Her pa-

ternal grandfather Anton Brnabić, an 
ethnic Croat Yugoslav military officer, 
was born in Stara Baška on Croatian is-
land of Krk, in the present-day Republic 
of Croatia. He fought with the Yugoslav 
Partisans during World War II and was 
ranked lieutenant colonel after the 
war. Her paternal grandmother Mica 
was born in Gorobilje near Požega (in 
Serbia). Her maternal grandparents are 
from Babušnica, southeastern Serbia. 

Her father Zoran was born in Užice 
in 1950 and finished his studies in 
Belgrade, where the family lived.

Brnabić is a lesbian, the second fe-
male LGBT head of government in the 
world following Jóhanna Sigurðardóttir 
(Iceland 2009–13), and fifth openly 
LGBT head of government overall fol-
lowing Jóhanna, Elio Di Rupo (Belgium 
2011–14), Xavier Bettel (Luxembourg 
2013–present), and Leo Varadkar 
(Ireland 2017–present). In 2017, she 
became the first head of government 
of any Balkan country to attend a gay 
pride march when she attended one in 

Belgrade.
In 2019 her partner Milica Đurđić 

gave birth to a boy; Brnabić is the first 
openly gay prime minister whose part-
ner gave birth while the prime minister 
was in office.

Brnabić holds an MBA diploma of the 
University of Hull and worked for over 
a decade with international organiza-
tions, foreign investors, local self-gov-
ernment units, and the public sector in 
Serbia.

Prior to Brnabić’s appointment to the 
Government of Serbia, she was direc-
tor of Continental Wind Serbia, where 
she worked on the implementation of 
the investment of €300 million into a 
windpark in Kovin. She was a member 
of the managing board of the non-profit 
foundation Peksim.

She has been engaged in different 
US consulting companies that imple-
mented USAID-financed projects in 
Serbia. She was deputy manager of 
the Serbia’s Competitiveness Project, 
the expert on the Local self-gov-
ernment Reform Program in Serbia 
and the senior coordinator of the 

Program of Economic Development 
of Municipalities. She actively par-
ticipated in the foundation of the 
National Alliance for Local Economic 
Development (NALED) in 2006.

She made great efforts to build ca-
pacities of NALED for representation 
of interests of the business sector, local 
self-government units and the civil soci-
ety in Serbia. During that engagement, 
she participated in the introduction of 
the concept of local economic develop-
ment in Serbia and building of poten-
tials of municipalities to improve the 
business environment at the local level 
with active promotion of investments. 

She became a member, and thereafter 
the President of the Managing Board 
of NALED.

Politics
In August 2016, she was appointed as 

the Minister of Public Administration 
and Local Self-Government. In addi-
tion, she is the president of the Council 
for Innovative Entrepreneurship 
and Information Technologies of the 
Government of Serbia, as well as of 
the Republic Council for National 
Minorities and the vice president 
of the Republic Council for Public 
Administration Reform.

Brnabić described herself as a pro-
European and technocratic prime min-
ister. She explained that the priorities 
for her government are modernization, 
education reform and digitization. On 
the other hand, she has been criticised 
because she is the head of a conserva-
tive and nationalist government which 
also includes openly anti-Western and 
pro-Russian ministers.

In May 2018, Brnabić took over the 
Ministry of Finance until the new 
Minister was appointed, following the 
resignation of Dušan Vujović. On 29 
May 2018, she appointed Siniša Mali 
as Vujović’s successor on that position. 
On 26 July 2018, Brnabić hosted a cer-
emony at the United States Congress in 
Washington, which was held to mark 
the 100th anniversary of raising the 
Serbian flag in front of the White House.

In February 2019, Freedom House 
report that Serbia’s status declined 
from Free to Partly Free due to dete-
rioration in the conduct of elections, 
continued attempts by the government 
and allied media outlets to undermine 
independent journalists through legal 
harassment and smear campaigns, and 
Vučić’s accumulation of executive pow-
ers that conflict with his constitutional 
role. Opposition leaders and some ob-
serves describe her as a mere puppet 
of Vučić, whose presidency according to 
the Constitution is largely ceremonial 
with no significant executive power. 
Brnabić never denied this, and even 
said that Vučić should act as a “men-
tor” of prime minister.

In October 2019, the Prime Minister 
confirmed she had joined the rul-
ing Serbian Progressive Party. On 25 
October 2019, Brnabić signed a Free 
Trade Agreement between Serbia and 
the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU), 
extending the list of Serbian prod-
ucts that can be exported to the EAEU 
territory.

Srebrenica genocide 

remarks
In an interview on November 14, 

2018 with the German public broad-
caster Deutsche Welle, Brnabić de-
nied that the July 1995 massacres of 
Bosniaks by Bosnian Serb forces in 
Srebrenica had been an act of geno-
cide. Two weeks later, the European 
Parliament adopted a resolution saying 
that the parliament regretted the con-
tinuing denial of the Srebrenica geno-
cide by parts of the Serbian authorities 
and recalled that full cooperation with 
the ICTY and its successor mechanism 
included accepting its judgements.

In December 2018, commenting on 
the announced transformation of the 
Kosovo Security Force into the Kosovo 
Armed Forces, Brnabić said: “I hope 
we won’t have to use our military, but 
at the moment, that’s one of the op-
tions on the table because one cannot 
witness a new ethnic cleansing of the 
Serbs and new Storms - although Edi 
Rama is calling for them. When some-
one knows you have a strong army, 
then they have to sit down and talk 
to you.”

In addition, in May 2019, Foreign 
Minister of Kosovo Behgjet Pacolli 
said that he would not allow Brnabić 
to enter Kosovo because of, what he 
said is, her racist ideology. Brnabić, 
during the handover of a European 
Commission 2019 progress report, 
said: “Haradinaj, Thaçi and Veseli are 
competing to see who the biggest na-
tionalist and chauvinist is. What scares 
me most is that we are dealing with ir-
rational people, the worst kind of popu-
list, people who literally walked out of 
the woods.”

Awards
She has been awarded numerous 

plaudits for the development projects 
on which she worked, for the promo-
tion of socially accountable business 
operation and tolerance.

Ana for fair polls to give people a real choice

A na Brnabić: “The bal-
ance of media and 
journalistic rigour is 
important for us all. 
It is simply untrue to 
say the government 
is not open and reg-

ularly held to account by our national 
media, in all its forms.”

As Serbia heads into an election year, 
the rhetoric of political parties rises. 
Serbian Prime Minister Ana Brnabić 
writes that a fair election requires all 
parties to participate and present their 
vision in order to give people a real 
choice. Ana Brnabić has been the prime 
minister of Serbia since June 2017.

Serbia is a nation in transition. In 
recent years, the country has passed 
several sound fiscal decisions, which 
have stabilised the economy, ensured 
reduced debt levels and allowed us to 
invest in a better future.

This has translated into better jobs, 
better education and healthcare, bet-
ter salaries, pensions and standards of 
living. The work continues, but we are 
on the right track.

EU Membership is our strategic goal. 
Under my government, there is an un-
wavering determination to implement 
the comprehensive reforms necessary 
for EU Membership. Every year, we are 
making further progress across the 
spectrum of accession chapters and to 
date have opened 18 chapters.

There is more to be done, but we have 
accomplished a lot over the last couple 
of years. The reforms implemented with 
the support of the EU and the IMF are 
already giving results, even though we 
continue to tackle issues that were left 
behind by previous governments. Serbia 
was one step from bankruptcy.

Hundreds of thousands of people 
had lost their jobs. According to Verica 
Barac, president of the Anti-Corruption 

Council of Serbia, the media was 
“robbed” by Dragan Djilas and other 
people in power. This is the description 
of the old Serbia, when Dragan Djilas 
and other members of the Alliance of 
Serbia left power.

Serbia is no longer that country. 
Salaries are higher, the unemployment 
rate has fallen to single digits and is now 
on a historical minimum compared to 
over 25% back in 2012. Serbia topped 
the 2019 Greenfield FDI Performance 
Index.

We ranked as the number one country 
in the annual study by fDi Intelligence. 
Back in 2012, Serbia was ranked 92nd 
on a Doing business list of the World 
Bank. Today, we are 44th and aim to be 
in TOP 10 countries in the next couple 
of years.

Media freedoms are part of this dis-
cussion. We want to have free and fair 
media in Serbia. In fact, we need one. 
The government does not shy away 
from the tough questions, we are ac-
countable and transparent. I know this 
is an essential part of our democracy 
and when we are challenged by the 
media to be better, I want us to keep 
rising to that challenge.

Our commitment to a free media en-
vironment is also shown through nega-
tions with Euronews to open an office in 
Serbia. I would urge those who do not 
see the strength of our domestic media 
and the role they play, to keep partisan 
point-scoring out of this discourse.

The latest front page of weekly maga-
zine NIN with the sniper aiming at the 
president VučIć is just another clear 

example of the media atmosphere per-
ceived towards the government.

The attack on Milan Jovanović has 
been prosecuted and the trial has 
started. I have personally met with 
Milan Jovanović to send a clear message 
that media freedom and freedom of 
speech are values that are undisputable.

The balance of media and journalistic 
rigour is important for us all. It is sim-
ply untrue to say the government is not 
open and regularly held to account by 
our national media, in all its forms.

I stand beside any journalist who is at-
tacked for doing their job, as I stood by 
our state broadcaster, RTS, when their 
headquarters were raided earlier this 
year by threatening opposition protest 
groups carrying a chainsaw and gallows.

In my view, this process of reform and 
the preparations across all aspects of 

Serbian society are more valued than 
the eventual date of our membership. 
We will not rush to join until we are 
truly ready and capable of joining from 
a position of strength. I want both the 
EU and our citizens to have confidence 
in a future inside the EU club.

We are heading into an election year in 
2020, so it’s normal to see the rhetoric 
of the political parties rise. Any claims 
to the contrary are misleading and seek 
to undermine that process. There are 
those who do not agree with Serbia’s 
ambition to become an EU member, 
and they should be honest about their 
intentions.

The annual EU Progress Report on 
Serbia’s accession preparations was 
well received in Belgrade. The partner-
ship we have with the Commission is 
based on mutual respect and honesty. 
We need them to offer this guidance 
and support for us to keep moving for-
ward and to make the depth of progress 
necessary.

In an election period, tensions can be 
high. On behalf of the government and 
our citizens, I ask that we all conduct 
ourselves with the respect and behav-
iour that a democratic process deserves. 
We must not increase those tensions, 
but instead explain what holds us all 
together.

That is why a fair election requires 
all parties to participate and to pre-
sent their vision and give people a real 
choice. Those who claim to be excluded 
from this process are trying to mislead 
once again.

The truth is that they have excluded 
themselves, despite our best efforts to 
accommodate the wishes of opposition 
parties. The progress Serbia has made 
will not be undermined in the political 
debate ahead, it will be strengthened 
by it.
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Best women’s winter coats

W inter coats 
are an in-
vestment. 
For  at 
least four 
m o n t h s 
out of the 

year, we depend on them to keep us 
warm, protected from the elements, 
and looking good (because once the 
snow starts falling, chances are this 
is your outfit). We selected 9 winter 
coats from brands that we love and 
trust—as well as from designers you 
may have yet to be introduced to—
that will keep you warm, dry, and 
looking good for many days spent 
outdoors, nights spent on the town, 
and winters to come. (For more cut-
ting-edge options, check out our Most 
Innovative Coats of 2019). Plus, if 
you’re still looking for the perfect gift 
to give to someone in your life who 
needs a winter coat update, each of 
these picks makes for a beautiful, use-
ful holiday present.

Lululemon 3-in-1 Parka
Designed specifically “for office travel 

commute,” the Lululemon 3-in-1 Parka 
is a chic, convertible coat that can be 
worn as a long, waterproof outer shell, 
short, easy-to-throw-on puffer, or dou-
bled up for the coldest of days. It’s filled 

with certified responsible goose down, 
and lined with cozy fleece. The $700 
price tag is an investment—but much 
less of one when you consider you ba-
sically get three coats in one purchase. 
($700)

The North Face 
Transverse
You could consider the  North Face 
Transverse Lululemon’s outdoorsy 
older sibling. It’s three coats in one—
with a fully waterproof outer shell and 
reversible insulated bomber inner 
lining that can be worn together or 

separately. This durable piece is truly 
a year-round coat and can keep you 
warm, dry, and comfortable, whether 
you’re leisurely walking on a crisp 
morning or trudging your way through 
a full-fledged blizzard. ($700)

Nanushka Lenox Quilted 
Vegan Leather Puffer
This quilted puffer sticks out (in the 
most fashionable way) in a sea of 
black peacoats and puffers, thanks to 
its sleek (vegan friendly) pleather ma-
terial, shapely waist tie, and gorgeously 
rich eggplant hue. ($881)

Everlane ReNew Long 
Puffer
Made of 100 percent recycled polyes-
ter, this thigh-length, hooded, water-re-
sistant puffer (from one of our favorite 
brands) takes 60 plastic bottles out of 
the landfill and keeps you warm on 
blustery days when the temperature 
can dip down to a frigid 15 degrees. A 
true winter hero. ($175)

Raey Aviator Shearling 
Coat
Aviator jackets and winter often don’t 
belong in the same edit, but this spe-
cial piece from Raey proved us wrong. 
With just a little bit of tough attitude 
and a few thoughtful touches (such 
as an extra-high standing collar lined 
with shearling and cinching ties to 
trap warmth), this shearling-lined 
beauty makes winter cool—and warm. 
($1,200)

Aether Apparel Aura 
Puffer Jacket
The Aura jacket boasts an 800-fill 
goose down insulation—which keeps 
you feeling toasty at temps way below 
freezing—but maintains a glori-
ously lightweight feel. Complete with 
thoughtful features such as a soft-
ribbed collar (no need for a scarf), 
interior Napoleon pockets (great for 
stashing a phone away from the cold), 

and extra-tough ripstop nylon con-
struction, this jacket is the textbook 
example of what a puffy coat should 
be. ($550)

Burberry Cashmere 
Trench Coat
A Burberry trench coat is the defini-
tion of a classic capsule piece that 
you’ll never get rid of (this is the kind 
of coat that you pass down as a family 
heirloom). Cut with a sharp Kensington 

fit and constructed with a 100 percent 
cashmere outer, this trench is as cozy 
and classy as they come. Plus, it looks 
great no matter where you happen to 
be going—from the office, to a theater 
show, to running errands on a brisk 
day. ($2,990)

Aether Apparel Saunders 
Coat
Yes, you can get away with wearing 
a blanket in public, and the Saunders 
coat is here to prove it. The voluminous 
shape keeps a stylish look thanks to 
sleek seams, while the construction 
(reinforced taffeta treated with a wa-
ter-resistant coating and goose-down 
insulation) ensures this coat can stand 
up to any winter weather. The combo 
makes for a grown-up version of the 
classic, cozy puffer you wore as a kid. 
($795)

Apparis Marie Faux Fur 
Coat
Read any review of an Apparis faux fur 
coat and chances are that you’re going 
to come across the words “gorgeous,” 
“so soft,” and “I’ve received so many 
compliments.” The NY-based brand 
knows what it’s doing when it comes 
to luxe (but not-too-extravagant) coats 
that stand out from the crowd and 
somehow fit any occasion—from cold 
commutes to nights out on the town.

Soup a panacea for 
cold days

W
inter weight gain is a real 
thing. With the drop in tem-
perature, we not only pile on 
extra layers of clothes, but also 
tend to overeat, which even-
tually leads to weight gain. 
Interestingly, people do not eat 
more because they are hungry, 
they do it for emotional satis-
faction. You can totally ruin all 
your weight loss efforts if you 
are not meticulous about what 
you are eating in this particu-
lar season.

One thing that can help to 
keep you on track and even 
satisfy your taste palate is 
soup. Nothing is more com-
forting than a warm bowl of 
tasty soup in winters. As per 
Boston University, having 
salad or vegetable soup before 
your meal fills you up and pre-
vent you from overeating. Just 
make sure it is not too creamy 
and contains a low amount of 
sodium. Here are 5 best soups 
you can have in winters.

There is nothing better than 
having homemade tomato 
soup when trying to lose 
weight. Low in calories and 
fat, tomatoes are packed with 
vitamin C, beta carotene and 
other nutrients, which makes 
them ideal to have when you 
are on a mission to shed kilos. 
You only have to be careful 

while adding cream, salt and 
sugar in your soup.

Vegetable soup is loaded 
with nutrients and is low in 
calories. You can add different 
vegetables to your soup like 
spinach, broccoli, carrot, peas, 
capsicum, depending on your 
palate preference. Just don’t 
make it creamy. Clear vegeta-
ble soup is preferred when try-

ing to shed kilos.
Although chicken contains 

fat, it is excellent when try-
ing to lose kilos. Chicken soup 
is also packed with protein, 
carbohydrates and contains 
fewer calories. Chicken broth 

can boost your immunity and 
reduce inflammation.

Cauliflower is a popular 
winter vegetable. Nutritious, 
healthy and low in calories, 
cauliflower soup can keep you 
fuller for a longer period. A 
bowl of soup made with 100-
gram of cauliflower contains 
just 25 calories.

Mushroom soup is delicious 

and has been known to pro-
mote weight loss. The vegeta-
ble is rich in protein, packed 
with fiber and contains various 
other nutrients. Mushroom is 
also low in calories and is an 
energy-dense vegetable.

Bombshell (2019)

A group of 
w o m e n 
decide to 
take on Fox 
News head 
Roger Ailes 
and the 

toxic atmosphere he presided 
over at the network.
Director: Jay Roach
Writer: Charles Randolph
Stars: Charlize Theron, Nicole 
Kidman, Margot Robbie
Storyline

A group of women decide to 
take on Fox News head Roger 
Ailes and the toxic atmos-
phere he presided over at the 
network.
Details
Official Sites: Official Facebook 
| Official site
Country: USA | Canada
Language: English
Release Date: 20 December 
2019 (USA)
Also Known As: Bombshell
Filming Locations: Los 

Angeles, California, USA

User Reviews
Bombshell is defienetly film 
with strong message that in 
some ways works and in some 
it doesnt,starting with good staff 

,mostly everyone give good per-
formances maybe even award 
winning,except mckinnon who 
was again for me annoying to 
watch and listen,but at least she 
isnt completly horriable and she 
had some good moments,also 

entire story was told in good 
way but in the end it could be 
explored little more,for me bad 
staff was in that some plot parts 
were dragging and they werent 
so important to story by that i 
mean whole plot with robbie 
and mckinnon characters and 
some political messages didnt 
hit a land on me.

She’s Missing (2019)

W hen her best 
friend goes 
missing at a 
rodeo, Heidi 
goes on a 
search across 
the desert, 

digging up secrets and encountering the 
violence of life on the road.

Director: Alexandra McGuinness
Writer: Alexandra McGuinness
Stars: Lucy Fry, Eiza González, Christian 

Camargo
Storyline
When her best friend goes missing at a 

rodeo, Heidi goes on a search across the 

desert, digging up secrets and encounter-
ing the violence of life on the road.

Details
Country: Ireland
Language: English
Release Date: 20 December 2019 (USA)
Also Known As: She’s Missing

User Reviews
 This is a hard film to review as it is both 

entrancing and mesmerising in its use of 
music and visuals but it ultimately disap-
points and becomes another artsy fartsy 
vanity project and disappears up its own 
hosepipe!

Started off well and has the amazingly 
talented Lucy Fry doing her thing; al-
ways a delight but it just does not seem 
to know what it is all about. Throw in Josh 
Hartnett for some inexplicable reason; 
what was he doing in this?

The whole film evokes a Peyote/Acid 
trip quite well in its use of aural and vis-
ual effects and even the inexplicable act-
ing throws the viewer into trance mode 
but it ultimately goes nowhere, says noth-

ing much and leaves the viewer cold as 
ice. A comment on the lives of women in 
small town America?

I have seen a few films written and di-
rected by women recently and if this is 
the standard that the #metoo movement 
aspire to then I think they should leave it 
to the men to write and direct after see-
ing the also lamentable Captain Marvel as 
this one has not got a clue how to make 
a movie either!
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Most famous man-made  
monuments in the world

H ere are the five fa-
mous landmarks in 
the world. These man-
made landmarks and 
monuments are so 
well known because 
of their location or 

special architecture and of course are fa-
mous attractions which would be great to 
visit with your family.

We choose the following landmarks as 
they are located on six of the seven conti-
nents on our planet: Africa, Asia, Europe, 
North America and South America and 
Oceania/Australia. These world-famous 
landmarks attract millions of visitors each 
year and are major tourist attractions.

1. Eiffel Tower
2. Great Wall of China
3. Kremlin

4. Leaning Tower of Pisa
5. Pyramid of Giza
1 - Eiffel Tower in France

Eiffel Tower in Paris and 
Seine

This metal tower with three floors 

stands in the city centre of Paris. It was 
built for the 1889 World Fair (Universal 
Expo) to celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of the French Revolution.

The 324metres/1062ft high Eiffel 
Tower was constructed by Auguste Eiffel 
and a team of engineers. If you would like 
to take the steps up to the tower view-
ing platform on the second floor, there 
are 704 steps to climb, but luckily there 

are also lifts in each of the leg up to the 
second floor.

The tower has been visited by over 250 
million people since its opening and in 
2016 more than 7 million visitors were 
welcomed on the tower’s top platform! 
More info about the Eiffel Tower and facts 
for children about the famous landmark 
here.

Great Wall of China
The Great Wall is one of the seven won-

ders of the world. It runs in sections over 
a very long distance across China.

The wall is also referred to as ‘Long 
Wall’ as it is over 21,196 km/13,171 miles 
long. It was built with stones, bricks and 
tiles, earth as well as of wooden material. 

The wall was completed in 1644, but it 
took more than 2,000 years to build.

There are more than 20,000 watchtow-
ers along the wall as it was built to pro-
tect the country against invasions from 
nomads and enemies and to make it 
easier to collect duty for goods that were 
transported along the Silk Road.

Today the wall is the most popular tour-
ist attraction in China with more than 

10 million visitors per year. Contrary to 
popular belief the Great Wall cannot be 

seen from the moon! More about the 
Great Wall here.

Kremlin in Russia
The Grand Kremlin Palace is part of the 

Kremlin complex and is located next to 
the Red Square and St Basil’s Cathedral 
in Russia’s capital city Moscow.

The Kremlin is a fortress with enclos-

ing walls and is built along the Moskva 
River. The name ‘Kremlin’ means ‘fortress 
within a city’. The more than 500-year-
old Kremlin includes the wall with its 20 
towers as well as four churches and five 
palaces within the walls.

The Kremlin was once the residence of 
the Tzars. Today, it is where the Russian 
president resides. The Cathedral of Vasily 
the Blessed, usually refered to as Saint 
Basil’s Cathedral, is easily recognised due 
to its nine brightly coloured onion domes.

Leaning Tower of Pisa in Italy
The Leaning Tower of Pisa is one of 

Italy’s major tourist attractions. The free-
standing bell tower of the Pisa Cathedral 
was built over almost two hundred years 
and was finished in 1399.

The original hight of the tower was 
60 meters/196ft, but as it is leaning, 
the lowest side is now less than 56 
meters/184ft. The construction already 
caused many problems as the soil was 
soft, sandy and unstable. Already dur-
ing construction, the builders tried to 
balance the leaning side with more col-
umns on the other side, but the tower 
still leaned - like many other buildings 
in the area.

In 2000, the tower was strengthened 
by putting stronger soil underneath the 
tower. You can walk up the 251 stairs to 
the viewing platform at the top of the 
tower which is quite an amazing experi-
ence. And of course take a picture of you 
from the lawns next to the tower to ‘hold’ 
the tower.

Great Pyramid of Giza in 
Egypt

The Great Pyramid of Giza near Cairo is 
one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient 
World and the only one of these ancient 
world wonders which still exists. The 
pyramids are made of stone and bricks 
and stand near Cairo which is the capital 
of Egypt.

The Egyptian pyramids were built dur-
ing a time when there was only manual 
labour and no machine lifting equip-
ment available. The pyramids were build 
to house the bodies of the pharaoh who 
ruled in ancient Egypt. Next to the Giza 
pyramids there is the Sphinx, the famous 
monument of a lion body with a pharaoh’s 
head.

The Giza pyramids are around 4,500 
years old and are considered among the 
largest structures ever built. More about 
the Pyramids here.

2019’s biggest fashion controversies
T he fashion world is 

no stranger to con-
troversy, and this year 
has been no excep-
tion. From allegations 
of cultural appropria-
tion to tactless sarto-

rial gaffes, we remember the brands and 
celebrities who made waves with deci-
sions that many perceived as insensitive, 
out of touch and noninclusive.

Model Liz Kennedy walks for Burberry 
during London Fashion Week in 
February 2019. In February the British 
brand caused a major stir at London 
Fashion Week for showcasing a hoodie 
with strings resembling a noose.

Liz Kennedy, the model who wore the 
look down the runway, criticized the de-
sign with a post directed at the brand 
and its chief creative officer, Riccardo 
Tisci. “Suicide is not fashion,” she wrote 
on Instagram.

Burberry pulled the hoodie and Tisci 
apologized: “ I am so deeply sorry for the 
distress that has been caused as a result 
of one of the pieces in my show,” he said 
in a statement.

“While the design was inspired by a 
nautical theme, I realize that it was in-
sensitive. It was never my intention to 
upset anyone.”

Gucci eventually pulled the garment 
after facing a torrent of criticism. Gucci 
eventually pulled the garment after 
facing a torrent of criticism. Credit: 
Courtesy Gucci

The Italian brand came under fire for 
a series of questionable looks starting in 
February, when it released a balaclava-
style sweater that critics said resembled 
blackface.

Featuring a roll-up collar with a wide 
red lip outline, the garment, priced at 
$890, provoked a torrent of criticism. 
“I am a black man before I am a brand 
... There is no excuse nor apology that 
can erase this kind of insult,” Gucci col-
laborator Dapper Dan posted to Twitter.

The sweater was pulled, and in an ex-
clusive interview with fashion publica-

tion WWD, Gucci chief executive Marco 
Bizzarri said, “This is due to the igno-
rance of this matter. Certainly, it was not 
intentional, but this is not an excuse.”

Bizzarri went on to meet Dapper Dan 
and African American community lead-
ers in Harlem, New York, and declared 
the label would encourage diversity 
hires and launch a diversity and inclu-
sivity awareness program. But the brand 
made two other controversial moves 
this year. One was selling a headwrap 
they dubbed the “Indy Full Turban” 
on luxury e-tailer Nordstrom for $790, 
which saw the Sikh Coalition tweet its 
disappointment this spring. The other 
was sending a slew of straitjackets down 
the runway at Milan Fashion Week in 
September, again sparking criticism.

Model Ayesha Tan Jones, who identi-
fies as non-binary, held up their hands 
while walking the show to reveal the 
words “Mental Health Is Not Fashion” 
inked across their palms.

Katy Perry’s ‘blackface’ shoes
The singer’s design was called out for 

featuring racist imagery.
Another misstep came in February 

courtesy of Katy Perry Collections, the 
fashion line launched by the pop star 
back in 2017, which was accused of 
using blackface designs for two of its 

footwear styles. The models in question, 
the Ora Face Block Heel Sandals and 
Rue Face Slip-On Loafers, prominently 
featured a face that was likened to the 
racist “Sambo” slave caricature. After 
complaints from the public they were 
removed from stores and online.

In a joint statement, Perry and Global 
Brands Group, the apparel company 
backing her venture, said the shoes were 
“envisioned as a nod to modern art and 
surrealism.”

“I was saddened when it was brought 
to my attention that it was being com-
pared to painful images reminiscent of 
blackface,” Perry added. “Our intention 
was never to inflict any pain.”

For its May “I Speak My Truth in 
#MyCalvins” campaign video, model 
Bella Hadid was pictured making out 
with CGI influencer Lil Miquela. “Life is 
about opening doors,” Hadid narrates in 
the video, before she and the avatar fall 
into a lengthy kiss.

The message didn’t land, with critics 
accusing the brand of using lesbian sex-
ual imagery to sell clothing, describing it 
as “queerbaiting” since Hadid does not 
identify as gay.

Calvin Klein quickly issued an apology 
on Twitter, explaining that the concept 
of the campaign was to “promote free-
dom of expression for a wide range of 
identities.”

“As a company with a longstanding tra-
dition of advocating for LGTBQ+ rights,” 
the statement said, “it was certainly 
not our intention to misrepresent the 

LGTBQ+ community.”
Even wilder than before, Johnny Depp 

is at one with nature, reconnecting with 
a land where boundaries are made to be 
pushed.

In August, Dior teased a new ad on 
social media for its perfume line, star-
ring Johnny Depp in a red rock desert 
in Southwestern Utah, where he plays 
a riff by Shawnee guitarist Link Wray. It 
also featured performer Canku One Star, 
a member of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe, 
dancing in traditional Native American 
clothing, and Canadian actor of First 
Nations descent Tanaya Beatty. As night 
falls on this scene, the word “Sauvage” 
appears.

Critics accused the fashion house of 
reinforcing stereotypes by using Native 
American imagery and pairing it with 
the word “savage,” which many inter-
preted as a racial insult.

Dior, who said it had worked with 
Native American consultants and the 
advocacy group Americans for Indian 
Opportunity, withdrew the clip and 
canceled the video ad release. The fol-
low-up statement said, “We are deeply 
sorry for any offense caused by this new 
advertising campaign, which was meant 
to be a celebration of the beauty, dignity 
and grace of the contemporary Native 
American culture.”

Supporters of the Hong Kong pro-
democracy movement saw this as Vans 
kowtowing to mainland Chinese con-
sumers. “This is a big move against the 
freedom of speech of all Hong Kong free-
dom fighters,” said one critic on Twitter.

In a statement posted on its Facebook 

page after it removed the design, Vans 
said: “We have never taken a political 
position and therefore review designs 
to ensure they are in line with our com-
pany’s long-held values of respect and 
tolerance, as well as with our clearly 
communicated guidelines for this 
competition.”

The apology fell short for sneak-
erheads in the SAR. The hashtag 
#BoycottVans gained traction online, 
and some dumped their shoes in trash 
bins.

In August, Versace, Givenchy and Coach 
were accused of disrespecting Chinese 
sovereignty by releasing T-shirts that 
listed Hong Kong as a separate country 
to mainland China.

On a list of countries and their capital 
cities, the Coach and Givenchy shirts also 
presented Taipei as “Taipei, Taiwan.”

China considers Taiwan to be a ren-

egade province and Hong Kong is gov-
erned under a policy of “one country, 
two systems.”

The misstep led to calls for a boycott 
and Chinese models and celebrity brand 
ambassadors announced they were sev-
ering their professional ties with the 
labels.

All three companies issued apolo-
gies on Chinese social media. Donatella 

Versace even posted an additional apol-
ogy to her personal Instagram: “Never 
have I wanted to disrespect China’s 
national sovereignty and this is why I 
wanted to personally apologize for such 
inaccuracy and for any distress that it 
might have caused.”

High street giant H&M was one of the 
latest to bumble into tone-deaf market-
ing in November, when it announced a 
new collaboration with Italian designer 
Giambattista Valli under the slogan “I 
love GBV.”

While the three letters are an abbre-
viation of the designer’s name, outside 
fashion circles they’re commonly used 
as the initialism for “gender-based 
violence.”

Emblazoned on hats, T-shirts, neck-
laces and even boxer shorts covered 
in red smiling lips, the tagline angered 
women’s rights activists, who demanded 
the products be withdrawn.

“This is not an obscure term,” said 
Heather Barr, the women’s rights di-
vision co-director at global advocacy 
group Human Rights Watch. “By com-
ing up with this line in the first place 
it demonstrates the lack of awareness 
about women’s rights.”

The brand sparked outrage during 
New York Fashion Week in September 
for showcasing hoodies with the names 
of schools and colleges where some of 
the deadliest mass shootings in the US 
have occurred.

Bstroy, a rising streetwear label from 
Atlanta, Georgia, sparked outrage during 
New York Fashion Week in September 
for sending four models down the 
runway in hoodies reading “Stoneman 
Douglas,” “Sandy Hook,” “Virginia Tech” 
and “Columbine” -- the names of schools 
and colleges where some of the dead-
liest mass shootings in the US have 
occurred.

The garments, designed by Brick 
Owens and Duey Catorze, featured 
tears that resembled bullet holes. Social 
media users spoke out against the de-
signs, which many described as “disgust-
ing” and “tasteless.”

American fashion brand sparks out-
rage over school shooting-themed 
hoodies

Some commentators identified them-
selves as survivors or friends and rela-
tives of victims. “My dead classmates 
dying should not be a f***ing fashion 
statement,” one person wrote under a 
picture of the Stoneman Douglas hoodie.

Owens later used his personal 
Instagram to share a handout from the 
fashion show, which read, “Sometimes 
life can be painfully ironic. Like the irony 
of dying violently in a place you consid-
ered to be a safe, controlled environ-
ment, like school.
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Brigitte Bierlein- A versatile lady
A ustria has named a 

top lawyer, Brigitte 
Bierlein, to be interim 
chancellor - the first 
woman to occupy the 
post - ahead of early 
elections.

She replaces Sebastian Kurz, whose 
government lost a confidence vote in 
parliament over a video sting scandal. 
The scandal involved Kurz’s far-right ally 
Heinz-Christian Strache, secretly filmed 
offering public contracts to a woman pos-
ing as a Russian oligarch’s niece.

Brigitte Bierlein is an Austrian jurist 
serving as Chancellor of Austria since 
2019. An Independent, she was the ad-
vocate general of the Procurator’s Office 
– essentially the country’s chief public 
prosecutor – from 1990 to 2002, as well 
as a member of the executive board of the 
International Association of Prosecutors 
from 2001 to 2003. In 2003, Bierlein was 
made a member of the Constitutional 
Court. Between January 2018 and June 
2019, she served as President of the 
Constitutional Court, the first woman to 
hold the position.

Following the Ibiza affair, President 
Alexander Van der Bellen named Bierlein 
Chancellor of Austria, after a parliamen-
tary motion of no confidence dismissed 
the government of Sebastian Kurz, the 
first successful motion of no confidence 
in Austrian modern history. She is the first 
woman to assume the role and is expected 
to serve until the next government is 
sworn in following the legislative election 
which took place on September 29, 2019.

Early life
Brigitte Bierlein was born on 25 June 

1949 in Vienna during the Allied occupa-
tion of Austria. Her father was a civil serv-
ant. Her mother, trained as an artist, was 
a homemaker. She was educated at the 
Gymnasium Kundmanngasse, from which 
she graduated in 1967. Bierlein originally 
wanted to study either art or architecture 
and came close to joining the University of 
Applied Arts. However, she ultimately chose 
to study law instead, partly on the advice 
of her mother and partly because she did 
not want to be a financial burden on her 
parents any longer than necessary. Bierlein 
enrolled at the University of Vienna, receiv-
ing her doctorate of law in 1971.

Personal life
Bierlein is unmarried and has no chil-

dren. Her partner is Ernest Maurer, a re-
tired judge. Bierlein is a supporter of the 
arts. She owns contemporary paintings, 
although she does not consider herself 
a collector. She also attends theatre and 
opera performances as well as museums. 
She enjoys skiing and sailing.

Judicial career
Bierlein served for four years as a 

candidate judge, before she was offi-
cially elevated to the judiciary in 1975. 
She spent the next two years presiding 
over trial courts, first the District Court 
Innere Stadt (German: Bezirksgericht 
Innere Stadt Wien) and then the District 
Tribunal Vienna (Strafbezirksgericht 
Wien), a criminal court that has since 
been dissolved. In the former position, 
she mostly dealt with cases at tenancy 
law, an area that appears to have bored 
her greatly.

In 1977, Bierlein left the bench to join 
the Vienna Public Prosecutor’s Office 
(Staatsanwaltschaft Wien). She was 
responsible for general and political 
criminal cases as well as for criminal 
cases pursuant to media law, a type 
of proceedings customarily handled 
by dedicated specialists in Austria. In 
1986, Bierlein was promoted to the 
Vienna Chief Public Prosecutor’s Office 
(Oberstaatsanwaltschaft Wien). She was 
now a distinguished civil servant attached 
to one of the country’s five most senior 
criminal chambers. In 1987, she spent a 
few months working in the Department 
of Criminal Law in the Ministry of Justice, 
then returned to her position in the pros-
ecution service.

In 1990, she was appointed advocate 
general of the Procurator’s Office, the sec-
tion of the prosecution service attached 
directly to the Supreme Court. She was 
the first woman to serve in this position.

The same year, Bierlein became a mem-
ber of the board of examiners for judges 
and prosecutors at the Vienna Higher 
Regional Court, a position she would hold 
until 2010.

In 1995, Bierlein was appointed to 
the executive board of the Association 
of Austrian Prosecutors. From 2001 to 
2003, she served as the association’s 
president. Also from 2001 to 2003, she 
held a seat on the executive board of the 
International Association of Prosecutors.

In 2002, the first Schüssel government 
recommended Bierlein for appointment 
as vice president of the Constitutional 

Court. The move was not uncontrover-
sial at the time. Bierlein had prosecuted 
crime with great fervor but had not dis-
tinguished herself as a legal scholar; 
she is in fact considered indifferent as 
a theorist to this day. Opposition poli-
ticians such as Josef Cap accused the 
government of passing over multiple 
more competent candidates in favor 
of a partisan hack. Bierlein supporters 
such as Maria Fekter countered that 

Bierlein’s appointment would be an 
important step towards gender equal-
ity in Austria.

According to the well-known Austrian 
law professor Werner Doralt [de], Bierlein 
owed her career at the Constitutional Court 
to the Austrian politician Jörg Haider and 
her life partner, the Austrian judge Ernest 
Maurer, a close friend of Jörg Haider.

Assenting to the cabinet’s recommenda-
tion, President Thomas Klestil appointed 

Bierlein on 21 November 2002, the ap-
pointment to be effective 1 January 2003. 
Once again, Bierlein was the first woman 
to serve in the role she was being elevated 
to. In fact, there had been no women at 
all on the Constitutional Court until 1995.

Bierlein took over from the president 
of the court, Gerhart Holzinger, when 
he retired from the bench effective 31 
December 2017.

On the initiative of the Freedom Party, 

the right-of-center Kurz government 
moved to turn her interim position into 
a permanent one. President Alexander 
Van der Bellen confirmed Bierlein as 
the new president of the Constitutional 
Court on 23 February 2018. Bierlein’s 
previous role as vice president passed 
on to Supreme Court justice Christoph 
Grabenwarter. Wolfgang Brandstetter, 
who had formerly been vice chancel-
lor and minister of justice on a People’s 
Party ticket, was appointed to fill the va-
cancy of the Court. Bierlein will reach 
the mandatory retirement age of 70 in 
2019.

Politics
Bierlein has no political affiliation. She 

is seen as solidly right of centre. During 
her time as a prosecutor, she was noted 
for her hardline tough-on-crime stance, 
although her years on the bench have 
earned her a reputation for civility and 
for working well with ideological oppo-
nents. Commentators from both sides 
of the political spectrum note Bierlein’s 
close ties to both People’s Party and 
Freedom Party, as well as the fact that 
her career owes both its unexpected 
major breaks to right-of-centre coalition 
governments.

Bierlein herself acknowledges both her 
toughness as a prosecutor and her socially 
conservative bent in general. In response 
to doubts about her ability to remain 
above the fray as a Constitutional Court 
justice, she claims to be as committed 
to impartiality as any other professional 
judge and also points out that she has 
never actually joined any party.

In December 2017 the Austrian 
Constitutional Court with Bierlein as 
president ruled to introduce same-sex 
marriage on 1 January 2019.

After the Kurz government lost a parlia-
mentary vote of no-confidence on 27 May 
2019 following the Ibiza affair, Alexander 
Van der Bellen, the president of Austria, 
named Bierlein as Kurz’s successor. She 
became the first female chancellor of 
Austria and is expected to be in office 
until the next government is formed fol-
lowing the National Council elections on 
September 29, 2019. Bierlein’s appoint-
ment was agreed with all political parties 
in the National Council. She is the second 
independent to serve as a chancellor after 
Johannes Schober, who was in office twice 
between 1921 and 1930, and is the first in 
the Austrian second republic.

Brigitte Bierlein first female 
chancellor

B r i g i t t e 
B i e r l e i n , 
the head 
of Austria’s 
c o n s t i t u -
tional court, 
will lead the 

interim government until elec-
tions later this year.

The president of Austria has 
appointed the country’s first 
female chancellor to lead an 
interim government until elec-
tions later in the year.

Brigitte Bierlein, the head of 
the constitutional court, will 
now be tasked with forming a 
cabinet after the previous gov-
ernment collapsed over the 
“Ibizagate” corruption scandal.

In a televised statement, and 
standing alongside Alexander 
Van der Bellen, the president, 
she said: “I will seek to win 
Austrians’ trust.”

Bierlein said she would hold 
talks with political parties and 
civil society organisations in 
the coming days. Referring 
to her appointment, she told 

gathered journalists: “If this 
is surprising for you, it is for 
me as well.” Van der Bellen 
called Bierlein a “prudent, far-
sighted and highly competent 
personality”.

Bierlein, 69, has been president 
of the constitutional court since 
last year and previously held sev-
eral other prominent positions as 
a judge and prosecutor.

Her appointment comes 
after Sebastian Kurz became 
the first chancellor in modern 

Austrian history to be removed 
office by a no-confidence vote.

Opposition MPs brought 
the motion, saying Kurz had 
to take responsibility for the 
scandal that has engulfed his 
former far-right coalition part-
ner. The crisis began with the 
publication of hidden-camera 
footage in which the former 
Freedom party leader (FPOe) 
and vice-chancellor Heinz-
Christan Strache appeared 
to offer public contracts to a 

woman posing as a Russian 
investor in exchange for help 
in the 2017 parliamentary 
election campaign.

The video led Strache to 
resign and prompted Kurz 
to end his coalition with the 
FPOe and call snap elections.

Kurz’s centre-right People’s party 
won 34.6% of the vote in Sunday’s 
European parliament elections, 
and at the moment looks on course 
to re-emerge as Austria’s largest 
party at the national elections.

Austria pledges stability

A u s t r i a 
swore in 
its first 
f e m a l e 
chancel-
lor at the 
head of 

an interim government that 
will serve until after an elec-
tion expected in September.

The 69-year-old Brigitte 
Bierlein, previously the 
head of Austria’s top court, 
will lead a Cabinet of non-
partisan experts.

“I am particularly glad ... 
that for the first time in his-
tory we will have a female 
chancellor at the head of 
the government, and sec-
ondly that women and men 
are equally represented in 
this government,” President 
Alexander Van der Bellen 
said as he swore in the new 
team. “In the future, no one 
will be able to say ‘unfortu-
nately that’s not possible.’”

Bierlein was named as in-
terim leader after Sebastian 
Kurz lost a confidence vote 

a week ago, following the 
collapse of a governing 
coalition of his right-wing 
People’s Party and the far-
right Freedom Party.

That followed the pub-
lication of a video show-
ing Freedom Party leader 

Heinz-Christian Strache 
appearing to offer lucrative 
government contracts to a 
purported Russian investor.

Bierlein pledged stability 
and assured Austrians that 
they were in good hands. 
She said a government 

needed to have transparent 
rules, be open to dialogue 
and constructive disagree-
ment, and to entertain a 
diversity of opinion.

“That was my core belief 
as a judge, and it remains 
my belief as chancellor,” 
she said. As he swore in 
the new Cabinet, Van der 
Bellen called on Austrians 
not to “turn away” from 
politics. Bierlein appealed 
specifically to the country’s 
youth, particularly young 
women, to help make a 
“strong, livable and toler-
ant Austria.”

“Our land, our democracy 
needs all of you, your crea-
tive strength and your belief 
in Austria,” she said. “Your 
engagement is irreplaceable 
for the health of our repub-
lic and all of Europe.”

Bierlein’s deputy at 
the Constitutional Court, 
Christoph Grabenwarter, 
took over the leadership of 
the tribunal following her 
nomination as chancellor.

Austrian govt to turn Hitler’s Birth Home into Police Station

A f t e r  a 
g r u e l i n g 
decades-
long legal 
battle, the 
birthplace 
of Adolf 

Hitler will soon be turned into 
a police station to repel poten-
tial neo-Nazi visitors.

The house, which has 
belonged to the family of 
Gerlinde Pommer for several 
generations, has been a subject 
of controversy for the Austrian 
government not only because 
of its dark historical context, 
but also because Pommer has 
refused to sell the building out-
right without a certain amount 
of financial compensation.

The Interior Ministry report-
edly purchased the lease in 
1972 in order to ensure that 

the building could be rented 
appropriately—but since 
Pommer also refused to reno-
vate the space, it was particu-
larly difficult to find tenants.

Despite how Nazi support 
has waned over the years, 
police were also still forced 
to keep a close eye on the 

space in order to deter Nazi 
vandalism, pilgrimage, or 
interference.

This week, however, the 
Austrian Supreme Court 
ruled that Pommer would be 
compensated for the yellow 
house in Braunau am Inn with 
$908,000 in payment.

Wolfgang Peschorn, the in-
terior minister of Austria, said 
that the government will now 
be holding an architectural com-
petition for the future design of 
the building, which is marked by 
a memorial stone reading: “For 
peace, freedom and democracy. 
Never again fascism. Millions 
dead are a warning.”

Until the winner of the com-
petition is announced in 2020, 
designers from across Europe 
are encouraged to submit their 
plans for transforming the space.

“The future use of the house 
by the police should send 
an unmistakable signal that 
the role of this building as a 
memorial to the Nazis has 
been permanently revoked,” 
Wolfgang Peschorn, the inte-
rior minister of Austria, said in 
a statement.



/asian_telegraph /theasiantelegraph /company/theasiantelegraph .theasiantelegraph.net      Price Rs 8|Pages 8

ر کھلونوں‘ اک اسپتال ن م�ی ’ب�ی جا�پ

اواساک: اجاپین وکحتم اچیتہ ےہ ہک واہں رےنہ واےل بس ولگ، اچےہ وہ ےچب وہں ای ڑبے، ہشیمہ وخش رںیہ۔ اب واہں یک وکحتم وک دےتھکی وہےئ وٹویاناک رہش ںیم یھب اکی رفنمد ااتپسل ےن اکم رشوع رکدای 

 
ش
پل� یگ�ورویم ھتلیہ اکروپرنشی وموفوموفاکیئ � �

ئ
ےہ اہجں وچبں ےک ’امیبر ولھکونں‘ اک العج ایک اجات ےہ اور اںیہن ابلکل یئن احتل ںیم واسپ الای اجات ےہ اتہک ےچب اںیہن دھکی رک وخش وہےت رںیہ۔’وفوموف ڈنیل انی ون�

اہلٹپس‘ اخص وطر رپ ’امیبر رنم ولھکونں‘ اک العج رکےن اور اںیہن ’تحص ایب‘ رکےن ےکےیل انبای ایگ ےہ۔درگی ااسقم ےک ولھکونں ےک ربسکع، رنم ولھکےن اامعتسل ےک ھچک رعےص دعب یہ دانب رشوع 

وہاجےت ںیہ اور وچبں وک ویں اتگل ےہ ےسیج ان اک ولھکان ’امیبر‘ وہایگ ےہ۔ تہب ےس ےچب اےنپ ولھکونں ےس اینت تبحم رکےت ںیہ ہک اںیہن ’امیبر‘ ڑپات دھکی رک وہ دیھک وہاجےت ںیہ اور وخد یھب امیبر ڑپاجےت ںیہ۔

ایک۔ �اعئ 
ش

� ےس  ب�ا�د  ا� �� �ا�الم  �و�ن  افویئ  �افی  د 
�
�ر�و� اخ�ن  ااغ  �� رٹس��  ویک  �اوی�ا  ولف�ر  وف�رھت  ربمن۴۰۷،۴۰۸  اسف  �� رگ�و�پ  ی�ا  د�

�
ی� م� یالجن  م� رک  وپھچ�ا  ےس  رپسی   

�
ا�ر� �� �ر�واحین  ےن  کلم  ہ 

ن
ام� �� �افیچن  درٹی 

�
ی� �ا�

ارمیکی دصر ےن الخیئ وفج اقمئ رک دی

وانٹگنش۔ )اے یپ یپ(ارمیکی دصر ڈوڈلن 

رٹپم ےن وفج ںیم اکی یئن سیپس وفرس 

اقمئ رک دی۔ زگہتش رتس ربوسں ںیم ہی الہپ 

ومعق ےہ ہک وکیئ یئن وفیج رسوس ارمیکی حلسم 

اوفاج ںیم اعتمرف رکایئ یئگ ےہ۔ اس وفرس 

ےک ایقم ےک ےیل2020ء ےک 1.4 رٹنیلی 

ڈارل ےک اسالہن ٹجب ںیم روقم ےلہپ یہ صتخم 

رک دی یئگ ںیھت۔ اس وفرس ےک ایقم ےک ےیل 

دصر رٹپم ےن لنشین ڈسنفی آوھترازئنشی 

 ںیہ۔ اس اٹکی رپ 
ئ
اٹکی رپ دطختس رک د�ی

دوطختسں ےک اسھت یہ اس الخیئ وفج ےک 

ایقم اک مکح دے دای ایگ۔ رٹپم ےن سیپس وفرس ےک ایقم اک مکح اےسی وتق رپ دای بج زگہتش دبھ 

وک اویاِن امندنئاگن ےن ارمیکی دصر ےک وماذخے یک اکی رقارداد وظنمر رک یل یھت۔

وبقمہض ریمشک :اھبریت احمرصے اک 139واں روز ، وصراحتل دبوتسر ارتب

رسرگنی ۔ )اے یپ یپ( وبقمہض ریمشک ںیم اھبرت یک رطف ےس طلسم رک دہ وفیج احمرص ہ آج 139وںی 

روز یھب اجری ےہ سج یک وہج ےس وادی ریمشک اور ومجں اور دلاخ وطخں ےک ملسم ارثکیتی العوقں 

ںیم ریغ ینیقی وصراحتل ربرقار ےہ اور ولگ تخس الکشمت ےس دواچرںیہ۔ ریمشک ڈیمایرسوس ےک 

اطمقب وادی ںیم دہعف 144ےک تحت اپدنبایں ربرقار ںیہ اور ےپچ ےپچ رپڑبی دعتاد ںیم اھبریت 

وفیج انیعتت ںیہ ۔ رپی ڈیپ ومابلئ وفن ، اسی امی اسی اور ارٹنٹین رسوزس دبوتسر لطعم ںیہ۔ 

داکںین رصف حبص ےک وتق ھچک دری ےئلیک وھکیل اجیت ںیہ اتہک ولگ اایشےئ رضورہی رخدی ںیکس ۔ 

دافرت اور یمیلعت اداروں ںیم اخرصی مک رظن آیت ےہ اور ریمشک ی اھبرت ےک ریمشک اخمفل ادقاامت 

ےک الخف وسل انرفامین اجری رےھک وہےئ ںیہ۔

رتیک ابقیلئ رایتس ںیہن ، ارمہکی ےن اپدنبی اگلںیئ وت وجاب دںی ےگ، 

دصر اردوان

ارقنہ/وکاالوپملر ۔ )اے یپ یپ( رتیک 

ےک دصر ربج بیط اردوان ےن اہک 

ےہ ہک ارگ ا رمہکی ےن رتیک رپ اپدنبایں 

اگلںیئ وت اس اک وجاب دای اجےئ اگ۔المایشئ 

ےک داراوکحلتم وکاالوپملر ںیم ڈیمای ےس 

ےس ابت تیچ رکےت وہےئ اوہنں اہک 

4 دافیع اظنم  0 0 ہک روس ےس اسی۔ 

یک رخدیاری لمکم وہ یکچ ےہ رگم واوالی 

اتاحل اجری ےہ ہکبج ارمیکی ااظتنہیم 

ڑبی ڈاٹھیئ ےس رتک ولف سیگ وصنمےب 

وک دنب رکےن یک وکشش ںیم رصموف ےہ 

وج ہک امہرے وقحق رپ اکری رضب ےہ سج اک وجاب دای اجےئ اگ۔ دصر اردوان ےن اکی ابر رھپ 

ااعدہ ایک ہک رتیک وکیئ ابقیلئ رایتس ںیہن اکی وہمجری اور آزاد کلم ےہ وج ہک اینپ رپ واقر اترخی 

ےس وخبیب آانش ےہ ذہلا ارگ یسک اپدنبی اک اعمہلم ااھٹ وت مہ یھب اس اک رھب وپر ادناز نیم وجاب دںی ےگ۔

و ےس قلعتم اومر ںیم دماتلخ یک رہزگ 
ئ
یسک یھب کلم وک اہگن اکگن اور اکم�

ااجزت ںیہن دی اجےئ یگ ،یش نج گنپ

گ ۔ )اے یپ یپ( ینیچ دصر یش 
ن
ج� ج�ی�  �ج�

نج گنپ ےن اہک ےہ ہک یسک یھب کلم وک 

اہگن اکگن اور اکمؤ ےس قلعتم اومر 

ںیم دماتلخ یک رہزگ ااجزت ںیہن 

دی اجےئ یگ۔ اکمو یک نیچ وایسپ یک 

اکمؤ وصخیص  اور  اسرگلہ  وسیبںی 

اپوچنںی وکحتم  یک  ااظتنیم العےق 

یک ااتتفیح رقتبی ےک ومعق رپ ینیچ 

دصر یش نج گنپ ےن اطخب رکےت 

وہےئ واحض اافلظ ںیم اہک ہک امدر ونط 

ںیم وایسپ ےک دعب اہگن اکگن اور اکمو 

دوونں وصخیص ااظتنیم العوقں ےک 

�یے۔ 
ئ
�ہ� اومر ےس انٹمن نیچ اک دایلخ اعمہلم ےہ۔ دورسے اممکل وک ان اومر ںیم دماتلخ ںیہن رکین اچ

وقیم وخداتخمری، السیتم اور رتیق یک افمدات ےک ظفحت ےک وحاےل ےس ینیچ وکحتم اور وعام اک زعم 

اٹچونں یک رطح وبضمط ےہ۔یش نج گنپ ےن اہک ہک سیت ربوسں ےس اکی کلم دو اظنم ےک رجتابت 

ےس احلص رکدہ اکایمویبں وک اعیمل حطس رپ رسااہ ایگ ےہ۔اکی کلم دو اظنم ےک رجتابت وک دتبرجی 

گ ےن اس نیقی اک ااہظر ایک ہک اہگن اکگن اور اکموتیمس درگی ینیچ 
ن
پھ� رتہب انبای ایگ ےہ۔ یش نج �

وعام ےک اپس اس اظنم یک رتہبی ےک ےیل داشن اور الصتیح وموجد ےہ۔ ینیچ وقیم اشن اثہین یک 

اجبن ڑبےتھ دقومں وک رواک ںیہن اج ےکس اگ۔

وی اے ای؛ ایلگ تسشن رپ ےچب وک اھٹبےن رپ رجامہن وہاگ؟

دیئب: ارگ آپ دحتمہ رعب اامرات ےک یسک ےصح ںیم رفس رک رےہ ںیہ اور اگڑی یک ایلگ تسشن رپ 

وکیئ ہچب اھٹیب ےہ وت ایک آپ رپ وکیئ رجامہن وہاگ؟اس امہ اعمےلم رپ وی اے ای وپسیل ےن واضتح 

شیپ یک ےہ ہک اگڑی یک رفٹن ٹیس رپ 10 اسل ےس مک رمع ہچب اھٹیب وہا اپای ایگ وت ڈراویئر رپ رجامہن اعدئ 

ایک اجےئ اگ۔وی اے ای وپسیل ےک اطمقب دوران رفس اگڑی یک ایلگ تسشن رپ ےنھٹیب واال ہچب 10 اسل 

ےس مک ای اس اک دق 145 یٹنیس رٹیم ےس مک وہا وت ڈراویئر وک 400 درمہ وطبر رجامہن ادا رکان ڑپے اگ۔

اامرایت وپسیل ےن رہشویں ںیم رٹکفی وقانین یک اپدساری اور وچبں وک ایلگ تسشن رپ اھٹبےن ےک 

وحاےل ےس آاگیہ مہم رشوع یک ےہ سج ںیم اگےہ اگبےہ رٹکفی روزل اور رجامونں ےس قلعتم 

وماد یک ریہشت یک اجریہ ےہ۔احل یہ ںیم وی اے ای یک وپسیل ےن وسلش ڈیمای رپ اکی وپٹس 

رئیش یک ےہ سج ںیم اگڑی یک ایلگ تسشن رپ ہچب اھٹیب ےہ اور اس وحاےل ےس وادلنی اور رہشویں 

وک رامنہاوصولں ےک اسھت اسھت وقادع و وضاطب ےس آاگ ایک اجراہ ےہ۔

وعسدی رعب ںیم اسمدج ےک ارطاف طلغ اپرگنک رپ اھبری رجامہن

رایض: وعسدی ہمکحم رٹکفی ےن رہشویں رپ واحض ایک ےہ ہک اسمدج ےک ارطاف ریغ مظنم ادناز ںیم 

اگڑی اپرک رکےن رپ رجامہن اعدئ وہاگ۔وسلش ڈیمای رپ اجری اغیپم ںیم ہمکحم رٹکفی ےن رہشویں وکاید 

داہین رکاےت وہےئ اھکل ہک اسمدج ےک ارطاف طلغ ادناز ںیم اگڑی ڑھکی رکےن رپ وس ےس ڈڑیھ 

وس رایل رجامہن ایک اجےئ اگ۔ےمکحم ےن اہک ہک امنز یک ادایگیئ ےک ےیل آےن واےل ارفاد اگڑایں ریغ 

مظنم ادناز ںیم اپرک رکےن ےس رگزی رکںی ویکہکن ہی ریغ ذہمب رطہقی ےہ سج ےس دورسوں 

ےک راےتس یک قح یفلت وہیت ےہ۔ےمکحم ےن رہشویں وک ہیبنت یک ےہ ہک وہ طلغ ادناز ںیم اگڑایں اپرک 

رکےک دورسوں ےک وقحق وج اپامل ہن رکںی ، ڑسک ےک طلغ اامعتسل ےس دورسوں یک قح یفلت رکےن 

اور اقونن یک الخف ورزی رپ رجامہن رھبان وہاگ۔

ارگاھبرت ےن اےنپ دایلخ ااشتنرےس وتہج اٹہےن ےک ےیل اپاتسکن ےک الخف اکرروایئ یک وت رھبوپروجاب دںی ےگ
االسم آابد: وزریامظع رمعان اخن اک انہک ےہ ہک ارگاھبرت ےن اےنپ 

دایلخ ااشتنرےس وتہج اٹہےن ےک ےیل اپاتسکن ےک الخف اکرروایئ یک 

وت رھبوپروجاب دںی ےگ۔وزریامظع رمعان اخن اک وٹرٹئرپانہک ےہ ہک 

اھبرت ںیم دنہووتا اورافٹسش رظنایت اک ہبلغ وہات اجراہ ےہ، ومدی وکحتم 

ںیم اھبرت دنہووتا ابالدیتس ےک اسھت اسھت دنہورارٹشا یک رطف یھب ڑبھ 

راہ ےہ، انتمزع اقونن ےک الخف اھبرت ےک قح دنسپ ااجتحج رکرےہ ںیہ 

اورہی ااجتحج اب اکی رحتکی یک لکش اایتخر رکراہ ےہ۔وزریامظع ےن اہک 

ہک اھبریت آریم فیچ ےک ایبانت وھجےٹ گیلف آرپنشی ےس قلعتم امہرے 

دخاشت ںیم ااضہف رکرےہ ںیہ، اجرتیح یک وصرت ںیم ہنم وتڑوجاب ےک 

العوہ امہرے اپس وکیئ آنشپ ںیہن وہاگ۔وزریامظع رمعان اخن ےن اہک ہک 

وبقمہض ریمشکںیم اھبریت اقضب وفوجں اک احمرصہ اجری ےہ، ریمشک ںیم رکویف 

ااھٹےئ اجےن ےک دعب واہں وخین اسفدات اک دخہش ےہ، مہ اعیمل ربادری 

وکاھبریت روےی ےس قلعتم ہبنتم رکرےہ ںیہ، اھبرت ےن دایلخ اھبرت  

ںیم ڑبےتھ اظمرہوں ےک اسھت اپاتسکن ےک ےیل رطخات ڑبھ رےہ ںیہ۔ 

وزری امظع رمعان اخن ےن اھبرت ںیم رہشی رتیمیم لب ےک وحاےل ےس اہک 

ےہ ہک اھبرت رندنیر ومدی یک زگہتش 5 اسہل وکحتم ںیم دنہو ابال دیتس ےک 

افٹسش رظنےی ےک تحت دنہو رایتس یک رطف ڑباھ ےہ،اھبرت ںیم ڑبےتھ 

اظمرہوں ےس اپاتسکن ےئلیک رطخات ڑبھ رےہ ںیہ۔ ہتفہ وک وزری امظع ےن 

اےنپ اکی وٹٹی ںیم اہک ےہ ہک اھبرت ںیم ااجتحج اکی ڑبی رحتکی نب اکچ 

ےہ،رہشتی ےک اقونن وک رکیل اھبرت ںیم ولگ ااجتحج رکرےہ ںیہ۔وبقمہض 

ریمشک ںیم اقضب اھبریت اوفاج اک احمرصہ اجری ےہ۔وبقمہض ریمشک ےک وحاےل 

ےس وزری امظع اک انہک ےہ ہک وبقمہض ریمشک ںیم احمرصہ متخ وہےن رپ وخرنزیی 

اک دخہش ےہ ہکبج اھبرت ںیم ڑبےتھ اظمرہوں ےس اپاتسکن ےئلیک رطخات 

ڑبھ رےہ ںیہ۔اوہنں ےن اہک ہک اھبریت آریم فیچ ےک ایبن ےن امہرے 

دخاشت وک زمدی وقتتی دی ےہ۔اعیمل ربادری وک اھبریت روےی ےس قلعتم 

لسلسم آاگہ رک رےہ ںیہ۔اھبرت ادنروین اشفلخر ےس اعیمل وتہج اٹہےن ےئلیک 

یگنج ونجن وک ڑباھوا دے راہ ےہ۔وزری امظع ےن اہک ہک مہم وجیئ یک وصرت 

ںیم ہنم وتڑ وجاب دےنی ےک العوہ وکیئ آنشپ ںیہن وہ اگ۔

اھبریت ڈیمای اک اینپ وفج وک ڈی یج ٓایئ اسی یپ ٓار ےس ےنھکیس اک وشمرہ 
ی�وریٹ فیچ اک انہک ےہ ہک ایبےین یک گنج ےسیک ڑلین ےہ ڈی یج آیئ اسی یپ آر ےس انھکیس ڑپے اگ یک� اھبریت اسربئ س�

ی�وریٹ فیچ ےن اہک ےہ ہک  یک� یئن دیل: اھبریت اسربئ س�

ایبےین یک گنج ےنتیج ےک ےیل ڈی یج آیئ اسی یپ آر 

ےس اھکیس اجےئ، االطاعت یک گنج ںیم اپاتسکین ڈی یج 

آیئ اسی یپ آر یک ابت وک وزن دای اجات ےہ۔

ی�وریٹ ادارے اپاتسکین حلسم اوفاج ےک ہبعش  یک�  اھبریت س�

اقلعتت اعہم )آیئ اسی یپ آر( ےس اتمرث ںیہ اور اس 

ی�وریٹ  یک� اک لھک اک ااہظر رکےت وہےئ اھبریت اسربئ س�

فیچ ٹننیٹفیل رنجل )ر( راشیج تنپ ےن ایبن اجری 

ایک ےہ ہک اھبرت ںیم آیئ اسی یپ آر یک رطز اک ادارہ 

اقمئ ایک اجےئ اور اپاتسکن یک رطح ونیتں اھبریت اوفاج 

اک اکی رتامجن ادارہ انبای اجےئ۔

ایبےئن یک گنج ےنتیج ےک ےیل ڈی یج آیئ اسی یپ 

آر ےس ےنھکیس اک وشمرہ دےتی وہےئ  ٹننیٹفیل رنجل 

)ر( راشیج تنپ اک انہک ےہ ہک اھبریت اوفاج ےک اےنپ 

اےنپ اقلعتت اعہم ےک ےبعش ںیہ وج اخمفل تمس ںیم 

لچ رےہ ںیہ، دجدی یگنج تمکح یلمع ںیم ڈی یج آیئ 

اسی یپ آر یک رطح اکی ہقفتم ایبےین یک رضورت 

ےہ، اپاتسکن اک اکی آیئ اسی یپ آر ؤمرث ادناز ںیم 

راہ ےہ، اھبریت وفرزس یھب اپاتسکن یک  ایبہین دے 

رطح رتشمہک آیئ اسی یپ آر لیکشت دے رک ایبہین 

شیپ رکے۔

اھبریت اسربئ ویکسریٹ فیچ ےن اہک ےہ ہک اپاتسکین 

حلسم اوفاج اک رتامجن رہ وفرس ےک ادقاامت یک مظنم 

رتامجین رکات ےہ، االطاعت یک گنج ںیم اپاتسکین ڈی 

یج آیئ اسی یپ آر یک ابت وک وزن دای اجات ےہ، اپاتسکین 

ڈی یج آیئ اسی یپ آر ریمشک ںیم ااسنین وقحق یک الخف 

ورزویں رپ ابت رکےت وت وپرا ویرپ ان یک ابت وک 

وتہج داتی ےہ۔

دلج: 10،امشرہ : 233  اوتار  22  دربمس  2019 

اجاپن اپاتسکن ےس 14 فلتخم وبعشں ےئلیک 

رنہدنم ارفادی وقت درآدم رکے اگ،, دیس 

ذوااقفلر ابعس اخبری

1 فلتخم  4 یپ یپ(اجاپن اپاتسکن ےس  )اے  ۔  آابد  االسم 

وبعشں ےئلیک رنہدنم ارفادی وقت درآدم رکے اگ۔ دنمسر اپر 

اپاتسکوینں اور ااسنین واسلئ یک رتیق ےک ابرے ںیم وزریامظع 

ےک وصخیص اعمون دیس ذوااقفلر ابعس اخبری ےن اےنپ اکی 

ایبن ںیم اہک ےہ ہک اجاپن ںیم ارفادی وقت یک درآدم ےس 

اپاتسکین اکرونکں وک ریمعتات، اافنرنشیم انکیٹولیج، رنگنس، 

ونیمرچکیفگن، ارئنیجنگن اور درگیوبعشں ںیم اکم رکےن ےک 

وماعق رفامہ وہےگن۔ اوہنں ےن زمدی اہک ہک دوونں اممکل 

اجترت، ایستح اور ارفادی وقت تیمس فلتخم وبعشں ںیم 

ابیمہ اعتون ےک رفوغ ےئلیک ادقاامت رک رےہ ںیہ سج ےس 

زایدہ ےس زایدہ اپاتسکوینں ےئلیک اجاپن ںیم روزاگر ےک وماعق 

رفامہ وہں ےگ۔

وکحتم ارفادی وقت ںیم وخانیت یک رشتک 

ےک اکی وفحمظ اموحل انبےن ےک ےئل رپزعم 

ےہ، ڈارٹک ریشںی زماری

االسم آابد ۔)اے یپ یپ( وافیق وزری رباےئ ااسنین وقحق ڈارٹک 

ریشںی زمار ےن اکم رکےن وایل وخانیت ےک وقیم دن ےک ومعق 

رپ اےنپ اغیپم ںیم اہک ہک اپدیئار رتیق ےک ےئل فلتخم وبعشں ںیم 

اکم رکےن وایل وخانیت اک ظفحت وتق یک رضورت ےہ، وکحتم 

ارفادی وقت ںیم وخانیت یک رشتک ےک اکی وفحمظ اموحل 

انبےن ےک ےئل رپزعم ےہ۔ہتفہ وک اجری ایبن ںیم ڈارٹک ریشںی 

زماری ےن اہک ہک ہی ریمے ےئل تہب وخیش یک ابت ےہ ہک آج 

مہ اکم رکےن وایل وخانیت اک دن انم رےہ ںیہ ویکہکن وخانیت 

ےک وقحق اک ظفحت ہن رصف االسم ہکلب آنیئ اپاتسکن ںیم یھب 

جہ  ع�
ش
لف�
ت
�
ن
م�
اشلم ںیہ۔اوہنں ےن اہک ہک اپدیئار رتیق ےک ےئل 

اہےئ زدنیگ ںیم اکم رکےن وایل وخانیت اک ظفحت رضوری ےہ۔ 

وکحتم ارفادی وقت ںیم وخانیت یک رشتک ےک اکی وفحمظ 

اموحل انبےن ےک ےئل رپزعم ےہ۔

ف پاکستان کا حلف اٹھا لیا
آ
جسٹس گلزار احمد نے چیف جسٹس ا

دصر تکلمم ڈارٹک اعرف ولعی ےن ےئن فیچ سٹسج ےس فلح ایل، وہ مکی رفوری 2022 کت اپاتسکن ےک فیچ سٹسج ےک دہعے رپ رباامجن رںیہ ےگ۔
االسم آابد ۔ )اے یپ یپ(سٹسج زلگار ادمح ےن ےئن ہتفہ وک فیچ سٹسج آف اپاتسکن ےک دہعے 

اک فلح ااھٹای۔ دصر تکلمم ڈارٹک اعرف ولعی ےن اہیں اویان دصر ںیم دقعنمہ رقتبی ںیم ان 

ےس دہعے اک فلح ایل۔ وزریامظع رمعان اخن اور ان یک اکہنیب ےک ارانیک، اخوتن اول ہنیمث 

ولعی، رئیچنیم ٹینیس، رکیپس وقیم ایلبمس، دنسھ اور ربیخ وتخپوخنا ےک وگررنز، حلسم اوفاج ےک 

ز اور لگیل 
ن
س�
ٹ
جس� � ز، وافیق بستحم، اسقب فیچ 

ن
س�
ٹ
جس� � رسرباوہں، وصابیئ اہیئ وکرسٹ ےک فیچ 

ربادری ےک رئنیس ارانیک ےن یھب رقتبی ںیم رشتک یک۔ ےئن فیچ سٹسج ےک اخدنان ےک 

اراکن ںیم ان یک وادلہ رساتج مگیب اور اہیلہ مگیب وفزہی زلگار یھب رقتبی ںیم رشکی ںیھت۔ 

التوت الکم اپک ےک دعب دصر تکلمم ےن فیچ سٹسج آف اپاتسکن سٹسج زلگار ادمح ےس دہعے 

اک فلح ایل سج ےک دعب اہل اتویلں ےس وگجن ااھٹ۔ فلح ربداری ےک دعب دصر اور وزریامظع ےن 

ےئن فیچ سٹسج ےس اہھت المای اور ابمرابکد دی۔ سٹسج زلگار ادمح ےن اسقب فیچ سٹسج آفص 

1 امہ ےک رقبی اس  1 دیعس وھکہس یک راٹیرئٹنم ےک دعب ہی دہعہ اھبنسال ےہ۔ اسقب فیچ سٹسج 

دہعہ رپ افزئ رےہ اور ہعمج وک اےنپ دہعہ ےس راٹیرئڈ وہ ےئگ ےھت۔ سٹسج زلگار ادمح وطبر فیچ سٹسج 

1ء وک رکایچ ںیم منج ےنیل  9 5 7 2 رفوری  2ء کت اےنپ رفاضئ رسااجنم دںیےگ۔  0 2 2 رفوری 

واےل سٹسج زلگار ادمح ےن اےنپ ادتبایئ میلعت اتسلگن وکسل رکایچ، یب اے یک ڈرگی وگرٹنمن 

1ء ںیم وطبر  9 8 8 لنشین اکجل رکایچ اور الی الی یب اک ااحتمن اسی امی الء اکجل رکایچ ےس اپس ایک۔ 

2ء ںیم رپسمی وکرٹ ےک ولیک ےنب۔ اںیہن  0 0 1  ےک دعب وہ 
ٹ
�
ن
اڈیووٹیک اہیئ وکرٹ ارنرولم�

1ء ےک ےئل دنسھ اہوکیئرٹ ابر اوسییس انشی اک ازعازی رکیسرٹی بختنم ایک ایگ۔  9 9 9 - 2 0 0 0

2ء وک ان وک  0 1 1 1 ونربم  6 2ء وک وہ دنسھ اہوکیئرٹ ےک جج انیعتت وہےئ ہکبج  0 0 2 2 اتسگ  7

 1 7 1 ات  3 2ء اور  0 1 8 2 ونربم  8 2 ات  0 رپسمی وکرٹ اک جج انیعتت ایک ایگ۔ سٹسج زلگار ادمح ےن 

2ء ےک دوران وطبر اقمئ اقمم فیچ سٹسج آف اپاتسکن اےنپ رفاضئ ادا رک ےکچ ںیہ۔ 0 1 9 یئم 
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Combating Corruption

UN conference adopts Pak-
sponsored resolution  
Pakistan’s initiative is in line with Prime Minister Khan’s vision to eliminate corruption

ABU DHABI

 A Pakistan-sponsored resolution on 
strengthening the role of parliaments in 
preventing and combating corruption has 
been adopted unanimously by the Eighth 
Session of the Conference of the States 
Parties (CoSP) of the UN Convention 
Against Corruption in Abu Dhabi, UAE, 

from 16-20 December 2019. Pakistan’s 
initiative is in line with the vision of Prime 
Minister Imran Khan to eliminate corrup-
tion, and his focus on the issue in his ad-
dress to the UN General Assembly in New 
York in September 2019, said the Foreign 
Office in a statement.

“Unanimous adoption of the resolution 

is a manifestation of the trust reposed by 
the international community in Pakistan’s 
leading role in the fight against corrup-
tion,” read the statement. It said the 
resolution, inter alia, calls upon states 
parties to enhance exchanges among 
parliamentary institutions for promoting 
good practices to strengthen the role of 

parliaments in their respective countries 
in enacting legislation and ensuring effec-
tive oversight.

In this regard, the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 
has been mandated to organize a the-
matic dialogue in collaboration with 
the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) on 
strengthening the role of parliaments in 
combating corruption in all its forms. The 
UNODC will also develop a compendium 
of good practices on the role of parlia-
ments in combating corruption.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the 
Pakistan Mission in Vienna steered the 
process of consultations to achieve con-
sensus on the Resolution, the FO said, 
adding a wide range of developing and 
developed countries from all geographi-
cal regions co-sponsored the resolution, 
including Azerbaijan, Brazil, Canada, 
China,Indonesia,Morocco, Nigeria, 
Peru,thePhilippines, Russia, Singapore 
and Switzerland.

Pakistan’s initiative has brought focus of 
the international community on the im-
portant role parliaments can play in the 
campaign against corruption, and would 
be useful in pushing for concerted action 
worldwide.

Narrative warfare:

Indian cyber security chief 
admits ISPR’s superiority

NEW DELHI

India’s National Cyber Security 
chief has admitted the superiority 
of Pakistan’s Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR) in the narrative war-
fare, The Times of India reported. 
According to details, National Cyber 
Security Coordinator Lieutenant General 
Rajesh Pant (retd) – while ruing the ab-
sence of Indian equivalent of the ISPR – 
said the three wings of the Indian armed 
forces have their own public relations 
officers and all of them go in different 
directions.

“When are we going to have our own 
equivalent of the DGISPR because the 
(Indian armed forces) services have their 
own PRs and they are going in different 
ways. Somebody at the national level 
now has to look at the narrative war-
fare and how to implement it in various 
domains,” he said. Rajesh Pant praised 
media wing of the Pakistan Armed Forces 
and acknowledged that Pakistan has got 
its act together through the ISPR. 

Lt Gen (retd) Rajesh Pant praised 
Director General-Inter-Services Public 
Relations (DG ISPR) on Saturday, criti-
cising the public relations officers of the 
Indian Army. Pant stressed on the need 
for a unified public relations command 
for the three wings of the Indian armed 
forces. He praised Pakistan’s DG ISPR and 

said that “they [Pakistan Army] have got 
its act together in the narrative warfare. 

The Indian cybersecurity chief was 
addressing a seminar titled ‘Securing 
the Future Battle space: Information 
and Space Warfare’.  Pant demanded an 
equivalent of the DG ISPR for the Indian 
Army. He said that the three wings of the 
Indian armed forces had their own public 
relations officers and “they are going in 
different ways”. 

“When are we going to have our own 
equivalent of the DG ISPR because the 
(Indian armed forces) services have their 
own PRs and they are going in different 
ways. Somebody at the national level 
now has to look at the narrative warfare 
and how to implement it in various do-
mains, he was quoted. 

The Indian cybersecurity chief said 
that ever since Pakistan Army created 
the DG ISPR post, “they have got their 
act together.” He said that when the DG 
ISPR conducts a narrative warfare on 
occupied Kashmir, the Pakistan Army 
spokesperson tells the world that human 
rights were being infringed in the occu-
pied territory. 

While when they engage with Islamic 
nations they tell them that Islam is under 
threat, noted Pant, adding, “What they 
told southeast Asia is that there is a re-
gional instability,” said Pant. 

Govt okays 
Rs 4bn gas 
schemes for 
KP’s southern 
districts

ISLAMABAD

 The Federal government has ap-
proved four billion rupees for the 
provision of natural gas to southern 
districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
A spokesman of Sui Northern Gas 
Pipelines Limited told our Peshawar 
correspondent that the amount will 
be spent on supply of gas to twenty-
five thousand households in Karak, 
Kohat and Hangu districts.

Similarly, Sui Northern Gas Pipeline 
Limited will also establish regional 
offices in Bannu and Hangu districts 
to solve natural gas related problems 
besides create four-hundred jobs for 
youth of these areas.

Earlier on December 15, The 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa government 
approved five billion rupees for con-
struction of roads for new tourist des-
tinations in the province. According to 
Tourism department, a total of four-
teen roads will be constructed in the 
first phase.

In Hazara division, roads will be con-
structed to connect Gunnol, Poprang, 
Shugaran, Kora Bin to Mandi Siran, 
Komal Gali and Suhra Road in Mahnur 
Valley, Radio Pakistan reported. While 
in Malakand Division, roads will be 
constructed in Anakar, Marghzar, 
Burj Banda, Kafar Banda, Madyan, 
Bashigram, Erin, Darul, Godar Lake 
and Bahrain. Meanwhile, Minister for 
Tourism Atif Khan has directed the 
concerned authorities to expedite 
work on these projects.

CAB protests rage on India as death toll rises to 21
NEW DELHI

 Thousands of people joined fresh ral-
lies against a contentious citizenship law 
in India on Saturday, with 21 killed so 
far in this month’s unrest. The death toll 
jumped after demonstrations turned vio-
lent on Friday in the most populous state 
Uttar Pradesh, leaving at least 11 dead 
including an eight-year-old boy, who was 
trampled.

Another protester died Saturday after 
clashes in Rampur, also in Uttar Pradesh, 
as police used tear gas and batons against 
a stone-pelting crowd, police told media. 
Disquiet has been growing about the 
law, which was passed by parliament on 
December 11 and gives people from per-
secuted minorities from three neighbor-
ing countries an easier path to citizenship 
but not if they are Muslim.

Critics say the law discriminates against 
Muslims and is part of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s Hindu-nationalist 
agenda, a claim his political party has 

denied. Authorities have scrambled to 
contain the situation imposing emer-
gency laws, blocking Internet access, and 
shutting down shops in sensitive areas 
across the country. Demonstrators have 
vowed to keep up their fight until the law 
is revoked.

Protests were held Saturday in nu-
merous states, including in the cities of 
Chennai, Gurgaon and Guwahati. As day 
broke in the capital New Delhi, demon-
strators held up their mobile phones as 
torches at India’s biggest mosque Jama 
Masjid in a show of dissent.

In Patna in the eastern state of Bihar, 
three demonstrators suffered bullet 
wounds and six were hurt from stone-
pelting after clashing with counter-
protesters, police said. At an all-women 
protest in Assam state’s Guwahati city in 
the northeast where the wave of protests 
started amid fears the immigrants would 
dilute their local cultures  participants 
said it was time to speak up.

“We came out to fight for our mother-
land, we came to fight without any arms 
and ammunition, we will fight peacefully,” 
Lily Dutta told media. Since being re-
elected this year Modi and his Bharatiya 
Janata Party have stripped Muslim-

majority Kashmir of its autonomy and 
carried out a register of citizens in Assam.

The BJP has said it wants to conduct 
the National Register of Citizens (NRC) 
nationwide, fueling fears Muslims — a 
200-million minority in India — were 

being disenfranchised.
BJP’s general secretary Bhupender 

Yadav told reporters Saturday the party 
would “launch an awareness campaign” 
and hold 1,000 rallies to dispel “lies” 
about the law.

In northern Uttar Pradesh, Muslims 
make up almost 20 percent of the 
200-million population. The state’s police 
spokesman Shirish Chandra told AFP 10 
people died Friday after being shot.

The boy also died Friday in a “stampede-
like situation” when 2,500 people includ-
ing children joined a rally in the holy city 
of Varanasi, district police chief Prabhakar 
Chaudhary told media.

The unrest had already seen one death 
in Uttar Pradesh, two in the southwest-
ern state of Karnataka and six in Assam. 
On Saturday police erected barricades 
along Delhi’s Jantar Mantar, an avenue 
that in recent years has been a hotspot 
for protests.

It came after street battles broke out on 

Friday evening in Delhi with police firing 
a water cannon and baton-charging pro-
testers, who chanted anti-Modi slogans 
and threw stones. An AFP reporter at the 
scene saw protesters, including children, 
being detained and beaten by police.

Forty people were taken into custody, 
including at least eight under 18 years old, 
police told AFP Saturday, adding that most 
of them were released. Sixteen others 
were arrested over charges of violence, 
the police spokesman added. Delhi’s chief 
metropolitan magistrate late Friday had 
ordered the release of everyone under 18 
who was detained.

The leader of a prominent organiza-
tion in the Dalit community the lowest 
group in the Hindu caste system who 
joined the Delhi demonstrators was 
arrested Saturday, police added. On 
Saturday, distraught families and law-
yers waited outside a police station in 
Old Delhi where nearly dozen people 
were being held.

Fighting Low Inflation

New plan needed for to S-E Asia: S&P:
SINGAPORE

South-east Asia is set for another year 
of low inflation, creating difficult choices 
for the region’s central banks. S&P Global 
Ratings sees inflation remaining below 
central bank targets in most cases in 
2020, said Mr Shaun Roache, S&P’s 
chief Asia-Pacific economist in Singapore. 
Policymakers may soon have to think 
about using tools other than interest 
rates to achieve their policy goals, he said.

“The story will quickly turn to ‘Plan 
B’, which could be some combination 
of forward guidance, negative rates and 
quantitative easing, even in an emerg-
ing market like Thailand,” he said. “This 

could be the big story of 2020.” Central 
banks in South-east Asia’s main econo-
mies - Indonesia, Thailand, Singapore, 
Malaysia, the Philippines and Vietnam - 
eased monetary policy this year, unwind-
ing some of the previous year’s tightening 
as growth prospects worsened. Some 
have scope to ease again next year, but 
policymakers will need to balance that 
against currency and financial-stability 
risks.

Policy space is closing fastest in 
Thailand. The central bank, which left its 
benchmark rate unchanged this week at 
1.25 per cent, has struggled to get infla-
tion back into its 1 to 4 per cent target 

amid a surging currency. The Bank of 
Thailand is expected to narrow the target 
band, possibly to 1 to 3 per cent, accord-
ing to Standard Chartered Bank.

In Indonesia, policymakers will drop 
the inflation target to 2 to 4 per cent in 
2020, from 2.5 to 4.5 per cent this year. 
Bank Indonesia deputy governor Destry 
Damayanti said in a recent interview that 
the economy has entered “a new norm” 
of historically low inflation. Mr Roache 
said below-trend growth “will prevent 
the economy from soaking up spare ca-
pacity”, keeping price pressures subdued.

India must reverse course in 
occupied Kashmir: US

NEW YORK

US Congress has urged the Indian 
government to reverse its actions in 
occupied Kashmir. A bill passed by the 
Congress says India abrogated special 
status of occupied Kashmir on August 
5th and since then the territory is under 
lockdown. The federal government fund-
ing package bill which focuses on domes-
tic policy also has some foreign policy 
elements including India.

In occupied Kashmir, Jammu and 
Kashmir Democratic Freedom Party 
(DFP) led by illegally detained Shabbir 
Ahmed Shah has reaffirmed Kashmiris’ 
unflinching resolve to take ongoing free-
dom movement to its logical conclusion, 
despite all odds. At a meeting in Srinagar, 

DFP expressed serious concern over the 
fast deteriorating political and human 

rights situation in occupied Kashmir.
The participants of the meeting de-

manded early settlement of Kashmir 
dispute on the basis of Kashmiris’ 
universally-accepted right to self-de-
termination guaranteed by UN. They 
deplored the silence of world over 
Indian atrocities on the people of oc-
cupied Kashmir.

The meeting also condemned illegal 
detention of party Chairman, Shabbir 
Ahmed Shah, and other Hurriyat lead-
ers languishing in New Delhi’s infamous 
Tihar Jail for last two years.

The meeting also thanked Pakistan, 
Turkey, Malaysia and China for raising 
voice in support of besieged Kashmiris 
at international level.

Russian Naval chief visits 
Pak Navy’s installations

LAHORE/KARACHI

Commander-in-Chief Russian 
Federation Navy Admiral Nikolay 
Anatolyevich Yevmenov has visited 
various installations of Pakistan Navy 
in Lahore and Karachi, and interacted 
with the field commands of Pakistan 
Navy. Matters pertaining to bilateral in-
terests including promotion of coopera-
tion between the two naval forces were 
discussed during the meetings.

The visiting dignitary visited Pakistan 

Navy War College in Lahore and 
Pakistan Navy’s warships in Karachi 
and laid floral wreath at Mazar-e-
Quaid as well. He also visited Joint 
Maritime Information and Coordination 
Centre, Pakistan Marine Academy and 
Pakistan Naval Academy in Karachi. 
The Commander-in-Chief Russian 
Federation Navy stressed the need for 
increasing mutual contacts and joint 
endeavors for maintaining stability and 
maritime security in the region.  




