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Coronavirus pan-
demic has brought se-
rious implications for 
the global economies; 
the entire nation must 

unite and fight the 
pandemic

 
Speaker National 

Assembly
Asad Qaiser

QUETTA/ ISLAMABAD

The Chaman-Spin Boldak border between 
Pakistan and Afghanistan has on Saturday been 
opened for trade on the directions of Prime 
Minister Imran Khan as dozens of trucks crossed 
over into Afghanistan. According to the customs of-
ficials, more than 50 transit and export trucks and 
containers have been allowed to enter Afghanistan 
in first phase after security clearance. 

Trucks have carried fresh fruits and vegetables to 
the neighboring country. Pedestrian crossing, how-
ever, remains halted.It is pertinent here to men-
tion that Prime Minister Imran Khan had on Friday 
given instructions to open the Chaman-Spin Boldak 
border and let trucks crossover into Afghanistan. 
Despite global pandemic of COVID 19, we remain 
committed to supporting our Afghan brothers and 
sisters, the premier had said while adding that we 
remain steadfast with Afghanistan in time of crisis. 
The cross-border movement of trucks came a day 
after Prime Minister Imran Khan had announced 
the opening of the Chaman- Spinboldak border “to 
support our Afghan brothers and sisters” amid 
the coronavirus pandemic. In the first phase, 50 
trucks with fresh fruits and vegetables entered 
Afghanistan after clearance from customs officials. 
The officials said that the clearance process was 
completed late on Friday.It is pertinent to mention 

here that Pakistan had sealed the Chaman border 
on March 1 in order to contain the spread of the 
novel coronavirus. All cross-border movement 
was suspended as Islamabad made hectic efforts 
to screen travelers for the virus. The prime min-
ister had given directions on Friday to open the 
Chaman-Spinboldak border as a gesture of support 
to war-torn Afghanistan.

 “Despite the global pandemic of COVID-19, we re-
main committed to supporting our Afghan brothers 
and sisters. I have given instructions to open the 
Chaman-Spinboldak border and let trucks crosso-
ver into Afghanistan. In this time of crisis, we re-
main steadfast with Afghanistan,” PM Imran said 
in a tweet. Ex-Afghanistan CEO Abdullah Abdullah 
had thanked PM Imran for keeping the Chaman-
Boldak border open.

 “I thank PM Imran and Pakistan government for 
accepting our people and traders’ call to keep the 
Chaman-Boldak border open for the f low of food-
stuff and key commodities at this critical time,” 
Abdullah had tweeted. The prime minister’s deci-
sion was viewed with apprehension as Pakistan 
witnessed higher number of coronavirus cases 
after pilgrims from Iran entered the country via 
Taftan border. The number of confirmed cases in 
Pakistan crossed 500 on Saturday after Sindh re-
ported more cases among zaireen quarantined in 
Sukkur.

300b euro French state aid okayed to fight virus

EU to formalize suspension of budget rules

The Asian Telegraph
RAWALPINDI

ISPR office of the Armed Forces 
in a statement after a conclusion of 
a meeting between Prime Minister 
Imran Khan and Army Chief Qamar 
Javed Bajwa said that the military 
has been directed to play a more ac-
tive role in helping the civilian gov-
ernment amid the global coronavirus 
pandemic. According to the statement 
issued by (ISPR) on the matter, Chief 
of Armed Staff (COAS) Qamar Javed 
Bajwa has urged the nation to act 
responsibly as the country fights the 
scourge of the deadly coronavirus.The 
Army Chief emphasised social dis-
tancing as the best possible defense 

mechanism against the coronavirus 
and said that individual efforts will 
eventually end up saving the entire 
nation if everyone abides by the rules 
of quarantined self-isolation. COAS 
Bajwa said that it was an obligation 
of every Pakistani to act in accordance 
with the directives issued by the min-
istry of health and the government.He 
also said that the country’s security 
establishment sees the protection of 
the country and its people as a sa-
cred duty and it will perform it to the 
best of their abilities in these times of 
global crisis. The first steps need to 
be taken on an individual level by the 
public to protect themselves, General 
Bajwa said.

Accelerating infrastructure development

China to stimulate private investment

Demand to lift Iran sanctions

Political parties must work jointly to curb virus: FM
Foreign Minister Qureshi apprises German counterpart of worsening situation in Iran 

BEIJING

China will cut fees on a large scale to 
stimulate private-sector investment 
and also accelerate the development of 
“new infrastructure” to help spur the 
economy, Chinese government officials 
said on Saturday. China will further de-
velop 5G, construct more data centers 
and build smart cities as part of the new 
infrastructure push, Zheng Jian, an of-
ficial at the National Development and 
Reform Commission (NDRC), said at a 
briefing.Another NDRC official, Hong 
Ou, said 89.1% of major infrastructure 
and natural resources projects had 
resumed operation as of March 20, ex-
cluding Hubei province, the epicenter 
of the country’s coronavirus outbreak. 
A total of 1.848 trillion yuan ($260.47 
billion) of local government bonds 
have been front-loaded so far in 2020, 
including 1.29 trillion yuan of special 
bonds, used by local governments to 
finance infrastructure development, 
Song Qiuling, an official at the finance 
ministry, said at the briefing.China’s 
Ministry of Finance (MOF) has taken 

multi-pronged efforts to spur funding 
for infrastructure construction as the 
government seeks to restore economic 
activities that had taken a heavy blow 
from the novel coronavirus outbreak. 
The ministry has quickened fund al-
locations to local authorities for public 
infrastructure construction including 
roads, ports and airports, MOF official 
Song Qiuling said at a press conference 
on Saturday. It has allocated more than 
250 billion yuan (about 35.2 billion U.S. 
dollars) of vehicle purchase taxes, 7 bil-
lion yuan of port construction fees and 
24 billion yuan of development funds 
for civil aviation ahead of schedule.Over 
20 billion yuan has been appropriated 
to the China State Railway Group Co., 
Ltd. to support work resumption on the 
railway network, according to Song. So 
far, the MOF has allocated 1.85 trillion 
yuan worth of new local government 
bonds quotas ahead of schedule this 
year to shore up the economy, along 
with a wide range of tax cuts to reduce 
business burdens.As of Friday, local 
government bond issuance reached 1.4 
trillion yuan, accounting for 76 percent 

of the allocated quotas, Song said. The 
MOF also pledged to take further ef-
forts to stimulate the participation of 
the private capital. Earlier MOF data 
showed China’s fixed-asset investment 
declined 24.5 percent year on year in 
the first two months of 2020 partly due 
to the epidemic.

Oil to find support at $30-$40 range for 2020

BRUSSELS
The European Union executive moved to formal-

ize a deal reached by EU finance ministers on March 
5 to suspend EU budget rules that limit borrowing, 
giving hardest-hit Italy and other governments a 
free hand to fight the coronavirus. The European 
Commission, the guardian of EU rules, proposed 
late on Friday to activate a ‘general escape clause’ 
in the rules to respond to the pandemic, which has 
triggered lockdowns in most EU countries and the 
closure of Europe’s borders.“It will allow Member 
States to undertake measures to deal adequately 
with the crisis, while departing from the budgetary 
requirements that would normally apply under the 

European fiscal framework,” the Commission said. 
EU rules say that governments have to keep cutting 
their budget deficits until they reach balance or 
surplus, and have to reduce their public debt/GDP 
ratio every year until it is at or below 60% of GDP.
Italy has been struggling to reduce its huge debt 
of 137% of GDP due to sluggish economic growth 
and additional spending to offset the effects of the 
epidemic would have normally drawn a rebuke by 
the Commision. “The Italian government will be 
able to put as much money into the economy as 
needed. Normal budget rules, debt rules for exam-
ple, will not be applied at this stage,” Commission 
head Ursula von der Leyen was quoted as telling 
Il Corriere della Sera paper.Once the Commission 
proposal is formally accepted by EU finance min-
isters at their next meeting, government spend-
ing to fight the coronavirus will be excluded from 
Commission calculations of deficit and debt. EU 
finance ministers, who have ultimate control of EU 
rules that limit government borrowing, agreed on 
March 5 that the economic impact of the virus was 
an emergency and an event outside their control, 
meaning EU budget rules should not apply. They 
repeated that message on Monday, agreeing that 
the rules will not stand in the way of responding 
to the pandemic, which the Commission expects to 
cause a 1.0%-2.5% recession in Europe this year.

Nation must act responsibly 
in fight against virus
COAS Bajwa directs Army to fast-track help to civil administration to counter coronavirus

Oil must be $35-40 
per barrel :Russia

MOSCOW
The global economy will begin 

to recover after the current situ-
ation with the novel coronavirus 
(COVID-19) stabilizes, Russian 
Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin 
said during the government session 
on economic issues on Saturday. He 
added that Russia’s oil industry is 
ready for volatility on world mar-
kets. “Today, the global economy 
is going through a very negative 
period, which directly affects the 
oil market: oil prices have dropped 
by over 60% since the start of 
the year and by 55% in the past 
month,” Mishustin stated.“This 
happened due to the effect of the 
coronavirus on the global economy 
and the risk of expanded supply.” 
He noted that the daily oil price 
moves surpass 10%, which is “a 
clear sign of uncertainty of mar-
ket players about the next steps.” 
The Russian head of government 
explained that the situation with 
the novel coronavirus is the most 
significant factor affecting the 
economy and causing a drop in oil 
prices. “The global economy will 
begin to recover gradually only 
after the epidemiological situa-
tion in the world normalizes,” he 
added.“The Russian oil industry is 
ready for such volatility; it is one of 
the most competitive [industries] 
in the world.” Mishustin added 
that Russian companies maintain 
their production volume. “As for 
petrol prices, the government and 
the Ministry of Energy monitor 
the supply of oil products to the 
market daily and exercise price 
control,” he added. A pneumonia 
outbreak caused by the COVID-19 
virus (previously known as 2019-
nCoV) was reported in China’s city 
of Wuhan, a large trade and indus-
trial center with a population of 12 
million.

ISLAMABAD

Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi has 
on Saturday said all political parties should 
cooperate with each other over the corona-
virus issue. The foreign minister welcomed 
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Chairman Bi-
lawal Bhutto Zardari’s proposal to work to-
gether against the pandemic. He said the 
federal government is cooperating with the 
Sindh government.“President Dr Arif Alvi and 
I went to China to express solidarity with 
them. Strategy against the epidemic is being 
formulated according to the situation. We are 
working to form such standard operating pro-
cedures (SOPs) which will benefit people, and 
all steps will prove to be futile if they are not 
followed.“The pandemic has affected the entire 
world, more than 300,000 persons have been 
tested positive for the virus and over 10,000 
people have died of it globally. Every individual 

needs to fight against this epidemic. “Coun-
tries like France are also struggling to counter 
COVID-19. Pakistan is facing the challenge to 
save more lives in limited resources.” Foreign 

Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi also echoed 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s demands to end 
sanctions against Iran, as the novel coronavi-
rus continued to claim victims in Iran and af-
fect people in Pakistan. The foreign minister 
spoke to his German counterpart Heiko Maas 
over the phone where he expressed concern 
over Iran’s situation. He said that Iran was 
facing difficult circumstances and economic 
sanctions against Iran were making it difficult 
for the country to contain the coronavirus.FM 
Qureshi said that Iran needed medicinal drugs, 
ventilators and other medical equipment to 
tackle the pandemic. He said that the economic 
sanctions posed against Iran were making it 
difficult for the country to do so. He urged the 
world to forge unity within its ranks to battle 
the virus which has claimed more than 10,000 
lives around the globe and infected more than 
200,000.Maas, on the other hand, informed 
Qureshi that 68,000 Germans had been af-

fected by the coronavirus and 68 had died. He 
said that the G-7 conference and the European 
Union Foreign Ministers Conference was about 
to be held during which the economic sanctions 
against Iran will be discussed. Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi said that the coronavirus has become 
a huge challenge for the whole world and a 
joint international effort is needed to over-
come this problem. During the telephonic con-
versation, the Foreign Minister apprised the 
German counterpart of the bleak situation in 
occupied Kashmir in context of the global out-
break and said that the curfew, human rights 
violations have continued in occupied Kashmir 
for 8 months. Due to the long curfew imposed 
in Kashmir by India, there is a severe food and 
medicinal shortage in the occupied territory.
He further said that international sanctions 
should be lifted off Iran in view of the country’s 
worsening situation so that it can have a fight-
ing chance against the virus. 

On PM’s directives

Pak-Afghan border opened for trade

DUBAI/SINAPORE/ LONDON

Oil prices could find themselves going 
much lower in the next few days and 
weeks before bottoming out – as low 
as $10 – with prices eventually recov-
ering to find support at a price range 
between $30-$40 as the COVID-19 out-
break starts to slow down. “With the ad-
ditional quarantines that are now being 
put in place in Europe, this could see oil 
demand losses of up to 10 million bar-
rels per day (bpd), which is so unprec-
edented and something I have never 
seen in 13 years as an oil analyst,” said 
Bjornar Tonhaugen, head of Oil Markets 
at Rystad Energy.“Oil prices unfortu-
nately might go down below $20 a bar-
rel and maybe down to $10 depending 
on the situation,” he added. Oil markets 
on Monday saw Brent trading at $28.35 
and West Texas Intermediate (WTI) on 
$26.18 at 1pm UAE time, with prices 
continuing to face heavy pressure as 
a result of global lockdowns to try and 
contain the spread of COVID-19. Ton-
haugen said oil prices would struggle to 

find room for support with quarantine 
and lockdown measures likely continu-
ing throughout April.“It’s all about how 
low will demand be and for how long, 
it’s not the virus itself but rather the 
containment measures that are being 
put in place that is affecting demand. 
“In our scenario the global demand loss 
in April might be very similar to March, 
which is around a loss of 10 million bpd, 
and so the situation doesn’t look like it’s 
going to improve. So in the short that is 
why oil prices are going to slide until 
it reaches the floor,” he addedTonhau-
gen said prices could see a recovery to 
as high as $40 once containment mea-
sures begin to ease as the COVID-19 
virus begins to slowdown. “We can 
hope that Opec maybe without Russia 
can resume a production output deal 
around July once they have more clar-
ity on demand and with the worst of the 
coronavirus now over by then. “If that 
happens oil prices can recover back to 
the $30-$40 range… Getting back to the 
$50 range I think we will have to wait 
for a longer period,” he addedTonhau-

gen said Opec producing nations such 
as the UAE were well positioned to han-
dle the current low oil prices thanks to 
its low production costs among other 
factors. “The UAE has quite a reason-
able budget breakeven price [with oil 
prices] and so I think they will be able 
to withstand this. “The UAE also has a 
very strong economic sovereign wealth 
fund and they have a much lower cost 
of production compared to others,” he 
added.One of the big players to lose out 
on the current slide in oil prices accord-
ing to Tonhaugen is the US shale revo-
lution. “This will have delayed the shale 
expansion once again for a period, but 
then shale will recover and will still be 
there. “If oil prices stay at the $30 range 
for the whole year this will probably de-
lay shale by one to two years. Shale will 
need prices at $40, that’s their impor-
tant threshold especially when it comes 
to WTI and their pain point,” he added.
Tonhaugen says the crash in oil prices 
could in the long term bring US produc-
ers to the same table as Opec and Russia 
in an effort to regulate global oil .
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Pak-Sri Lanka Strategic 
Ties

D espite geographical and religious barriers, Pakistan and 
Sri Lanka have always been trusted-partners of each 
other with historical linkages dating back to the period 
of Gandhara civilization, from the first to seventh-cen-
tury AD. Their friendship strengthened during the war of 
1971, when Pakistan’s jets were allowed to refuel on Sri 
Lankan territory despite Indian furore. The equation of 
trust and friendship further developed during the crisis 
of Jaffna, when Pakistan obliged to Sri Lankan request for 

military aid and airlifted Multi Barrel Rocket Launchers (MBRLs) in an emergency 
from Karachi to Colombo.This helped the Sri Lankan military to push back LTTE 
rebels and secure Jaffna. This shows that both countries not only share cultural 
heritage, but also have a shared history of internal instability created by the ac-
tives of non-state actors. This, as a result, gives both nations an insight to each 
other’s problems, stemming from internal and external players. Historically, Sri 
Lanka has never wanted India to dominate the region, both economically and 
militarily. Thus, the resilient nature of both states in the face of adversities and 
shared objectives makes them natural allies. The current dynamics of shifting 
of power-centres, places much focus of the international community in Asia. 
With the strategic location of Sri Lanka, as the East-West sea corridor link, and 
Pakistan, as the conduit for world economies via CPEC, both countries are poised 
to become international trading hubs. Pakistani exports, including pharmaceu-
ticals, rice, fruits and vegetables, steel, cement, garments and textiles have huge 
potential in Sri Lanka and similarly Sri Lankan tea, wall tiles, floor tiles, bathroom 
fittings has great scope in Pakistan. 

The Indian Ocean is an ocean of strategic competition and strategic convergence 
due to increased role of India –strategic rival of both countries- in the Indian 
Ocean. There is a need for rule-based maritime order, respect for international 
conventions, free movement and flight, freedom of trade, and we wish to counter 
maritime risks in order to safeguard maritime freedom. The formation of new 
alliances in the region to maximize the power of sates provides new opportuni-
ties for both countries to join hands and integrate with the world as leading 
economies.

Need Of The Hour

A ccording to the American anthropologist and known 
social, intellectual, Margaret Mead, the start of the 
human civilization is the broken thighbone also called 
the femur. This analogy is not dogmatic or religious, but 
based on the scientific evolutionary theory of human 
society, which elucidates the fact that humans thrived 
through these thousand years of hardships, by collectiv-
ism and solidarity. With a broken femur, an individual 
cannot move; thus, it required someone to look after 

the one who was suffering, which is a direct hint towards a human’s empathetic 
approach towards fellow beings.Humans have helped other humans and paved 
the way for the progress of their species in the world functioning on principles of 
social Darwinism. Contemporary debates about global human solidarity (espe-
cially of prevailing socioeconomic and political impediments, which are hamper-
ing the progression of human societies) calls for revisiting the grounds on which 
impoverished fellow humans need assistance.As an example, we can consider 
the global financial crisis, which obstructed the economic system of the world 
and at the same time analysis of measures taken by the global community for 
the larger good. There is not much one can construe from these financial crises 
of the world which highlights the collective action for the lesser half of humans 
existing across the globe. The intellectual community of the world will be raising 
questions about the measures taken by us for saving the human communities 
from the lethal diseases and mayhems caused by the global actions, such as 
climate catastrophe. In order to render this world as a place where every fellow 
being cherish his or her existence, we have to revisit the basic questions and the 
grounds on which the edifice of human community is erected, such as empathy, 
compassion and benevolence for other humans. 

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Wonder Woman 1984 to go to theaters, not streaming

Zeshan AliZeshan Ali

ISLAMABAD

Huawei Pakistan has donated a video confer-
ence system worth about 300,000 U.S. dollars to 
the Ministry of National Health Services (MNHS), 
Regulations and Coordination of Pakistan to help 
the country fight against COVID-19.

This system can connect the World Health 
Organization Pakistan Office, the government de-
partments and all the emergency control centers for 
COVID-19 across Pakistan.The technological struc-
ture of the system is a multi-scenario intelligent col-
laboration solution based on 4K video technologies 
and the system can be applied in several situations 
such as epidemic prevention and control command, 
remote consultation and remote monitoring, accord-
ing to Huawei.

Addressing the donation ceremony, Special 
Assistant to the Prime Minister on Health Dr.Zafar 
Mirza thanked Huawei for its support to Pakistan’s 

efforts in preventing and controlling the spread of 
the disease.”This is a difficult time for the country, 
and we would like Huawei to be a partner with 
us, just as China and Pakistan are best partners,” 
Dr.Zafar Mirza said, adding that he hopes Huawei 
can cooperate with the health ministry on telemedi-
cine in the future.

Huawei Pakistan CEO Meng Qiang expressed the 
company’s willingness to support Pakistan in fight-
ing against COVID-19, adding that Huawei’s opera-
tions in Pakistan are continuing as usual due to the 
strict precautionary measures that the company has 
taken and Huawei will try its best to work with its 
clients in Pakistan to guarantee the network opera-
tion in this critical time.

The offices of the World Health Organization 
Pakistan Office, the National Institute of Health of 
Pakistan and the health ministry have already been 
connected by the system, Huawei said, adding that 
six additional locations including all the emergency 
control centers for COVID-19 across Pakistan will 
also be connected.

March 22, 1917 

Francis declared to the assembled 
Provisional Government that the gov-
ernment of the United States recog-
nized the new government of Russia 
and that he, as ambassador of the 
United States would continue inter- 
course with Russia through the me-
dium of the new government. Normal 
diplomatic relations were interrupted 

following the November 7, 1917, Bolshevik Revolution 
in Russia. After the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II during 
the February Revolution earlier that year, Ambassador 
to Russia, David R. Francis, had informed the new 
Provisional Government that the United States recog-
nized the new government and would maintain dip-
lomatic relations with Russia.On December 6, 1917, 
following the Bolshevik October Revolution that over-
threw the Provisional Government, President Woodrow 
Wilson instructed all American diplomatic representa-
tives in Russia to refrain from any direct communica-
tion with representatives of the Bolshevik Government. 
Although diplomatic relations with Russia never were 
formally severed, the United States refused to recognize 
or have any formal relations with the Bolshevik/Soviet 
governments until 1933.The Russian Ambassador ac-
credited to the United States by the defunct Provisional 
Government, Boris A. Bakhmeteff, remained in the 
United States until June 30, 1922, at which time he re-
signed his position on the rationale that the government 
that had accredited him no longer existed and he had, 
to the extent possible, liquidated pre-Bolshevik Russian 
government debts.

Huawei provides video conference system Health Ministry to fight COVID-19Huawei provides video conference system Health Ministry to fight COVID-19

Today in History

New World OrderNew World Order
 

T he world order is a term fre-
quently used in the discipline 
of international relations which 
denotes the power distribution 
in the global system while it 
also connotes the orderliness of 
a system, where nation-states 
are considered as the primary 
constituent. Hennery Kissinger 

–a known US diplomat and intellectual- enlightened 
the world through his writings, including a book titled 
the World Order where he ponders upon the divergent 
discourses of global orders. He introduced the European 
Westphalian sovereignty, the Vertical meritocracy of 
China, the moral supremacism of secular Islam, and 
pursuit of happiness of the United States through dem-
ocratic idealism; however the underlined theme of the 
book remained centred at the relative global power 
distribution. He evaluates that, cultural aspects shape 
societies’ worldviews, but culture is not an imperme-
able barrier to a wider model of order that can bring 
different regimes together. In a summation, he realized 
the world order is a combination of the divergent diverg-

ing historical viewpoints, armed warriors, proliferating 
technologies and political ideologies of the world.

In the wake of this ongoing global pandemic, hundreds 
of millions of people are isolating themselves around 
the globe now. In the short run, this pandemic struck 
the prevailing world order had affected the global prac-
tices such as it has reversed the globalization, paralysed 
the global political economy, crippled the international 
aviation industry and eroded the traditional concepts 
of disaster management and health security of humans 
at large. In order to evaluate the impacts of COVID-19 
on the US led world order is-à-vi’s the emerging world 
order of China, one have to categorically analyse the 
components forming a global order and how these ele-
ments are  changing with the change at the system level.

China is lauded by all state and non-state actors for its 
extraordinary measures to curb the coronavirus in the 
country, and currently the country is facilitating Iran, 
Italy, Pakistan and UK along several others in need. 
Whereas, the analysis of USA highlights the missteps 
by key departments, including the White House and 
Homeland Security Department to Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), have eroded trust in 
US governance’s capability and competence. Over the 
past seven decades, the prestige of the United States 
as a world leader has been based not just on resources 
and influence, but also, and almost as critical, on the 
credibility emanating from the domestic government of 
the United States, the delivery of universal public goods, 
and the capacity and desire to mobilize and organize 
a global response to crises.While Washington loses its 
footing, Beijing works quickly and adeptly to take ad-
vantage of the opportunity provided by U.S. mistakes, 
filling the gap to establish itself as the global leader in 

pandemic response. China is trying to develop its own 
program, provide other countries with financial sup-
port and even unite other governments. While China’s 
life has yet to return to usual (and amid unresolved 
concerns regarding the quality of China’s statistics), 
Beijing is trying to transform these early indicators of 
progress into a broader story for broadcasting to the 
rest of the world — one that makes China the main 
actor in a coming global turnaround while airbrushing 
away its earlier crisis mismanagement. China’s highly 
well-resource supply displays— including helmets, res-
pirators, ventilators, and medication. At the onset of the 
crisis, China purchased and manufactured large quanti-
ties of these commodities (and provided them as an aid). 
Already it is worthy of giving them out to others. When 
no European state responded to Italy’s urgent call for 
medical equipment and safety gear, China committed to 
sending out publicity. China provides the vast majority 
of active pharmaceutical ingredients required for the 
manufacture of antibiotics, and also has the largest share 
of global mask and test kits manufacturing industry.

By comparison, the United States lacks the capacity 
and resources to satisfy many of its own needs, let alone 
to deliver assistance abroad in conflict zones. The illus-
tration is a bleak one. China’s biggest strength in seeking 
global leadership, in the face of coronavirus and, more 
broadly, is America’s perceived inadequacy and inward 
emphasis. 

US recognizes new Russian Government

The US Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention now has a “coronavi-
rus self-checker” tool on its website 
that can assess people’s symptoms 
and risk factors, and help them make 
decisions on seeking medical care. The 
tool was developed using Microsoft’s 
Healthcare Bot service, the company 
said in a release. “Public health orga-
nizations, hospitals and others on the 
front lines of the COVID-19 response 
need to be able to respond to inqui-
ries, provide the public with up to date 
outbreak information, track exposure, 
quickly triage new cases and guide 
next steps,” Microsoft said.
“Microsoft’s Healthcare Bot service is 
one solution that uses artificial intel-
ligence (AI) to help the CDC and other 
frontline organizations respond to 
these inquiries, freeing up doctors, 
nurses, administrators and other 
healthcare professionals to provide 
critical care to those who need it.” The 
chat bot isn’t intended for the diagno-
sis or treatment of COVID-19, accord-

ing to the CDC, but can help you make 
decisions about seeking appropriate 
medical care. The chat bot asks a se-
ries of questions about whether you’re 
ill or taking care of someone who is, 
where you’re located, your age as well 
as symptoms you may be experienc-
ing. COVID-19, the disease caused by 
a newly identified coronavirus first 
detected in China in December, has 
rapidly spread across the globe. The 
World Health Organization on March 
11 declared the outbreak a pandemic, 
saying it expects to see the number of 
cases and deaths climb higher. 

Microsoft helps CDC build a 
coronavirus self-checker

Author is an Executive Editor of Mélange 
int’l Magazine and Secretary Information 
Center of Pakistan and International 
Relations (COPAIR)

TAT Special

PARIS

Despite reports that “Wonder Woman 1984” could 
bypass the big screen and head straight to stream-
ing, Warner Bros. has confirmed to IndieWire that 
director Patty Jenkins’ DC tentpole will indeed get 
a full theatrical run. Even as studios such as Univer-
sal which recently pushed the films “Emma,” “The 
Invisible Man,” and “The Hunt” to VOD platforms 
and announced a day-and-date release for “Trolls 
World Tour” begin to modify their release strate-
gies, Warners is sticking with its original plan to re-
lease the film nationwide.Warner Bros. has not of-
ficially announced a shift in the release date, either, 
which is currently set for June 5, opening the gates 
to the summer movie season. With the current 
self-distancing and quarantine measures in place, 
studios are left unable to support their films with 
the requisite pageantry of junkets and premieres 
prohibited by social-gathering mandates.Warners 
also hasn’t announced whether it will push the 
launch of its SVOD service HBO Max, set for some-
time in May, but that won’t be the go-to destination 
for the “Wonder Woman” sequel, which follows up 
the 2017 comic book-based smash that racked up 
more than $820 million worldwide. In the film, Gal 
Gadot will reprise her role as the title heroine, and 
reunite with her co-stars Chris Pine, Robin Wright, 
and Connie Nielsen, but this time they’re joined by 
Kristen Wiig and Pedro PascalStudios are scram-
bling to anticipate, or recoup, losses caused by 
quarantine measures. Other cities have followed 
swiftly as the coronavirus has now reached every 

Erum Akbar
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Ariana seeks legal action 
against fan

LOS ANGELES
Ariana Grande is seeking a restraining order 
against a fan who allegedly tried to deliver 
a love letter to her. Fidel Henriquez was ar-
rested at the ‘7 Rings’ hitmaker’s home 
last week when he allegedly showed up to 
her property, bypassed security, knocked 
on her front door and asked to speak with 
her, although she wasn’t home at the time.
 And following his arrest, Ariana is now said 
to be seeking a restraining order against 
Fidel, 20, to stop him from coming to her 
property again. According to TMZ, Ariana’s 
mother Joan Grande is also seeking court-
ordered protection, after they both filed 
the legal documents on Friday (20.03.20).
 Fidel was taken into police custody on 
March 14 and booked on misdemeanour 
trespassing and felony battery, after he al-
legedly spat at one of the police officers 
who arrived on the scene to arrest him.
Sources said at the time it was unclear 
how the man bypassed security meas-
ures on the grounds to get to Ariana’s door, 
but once he did, the police were called. 

A n i s to n  ba r re d  f ro m 
se e i n g  J o li e’s  k i d s 

HAWAII
Angelina Jolie has reportedly banned her 
ex-husband Brad Pitt from letting their six 
children see Brad’s ex-wife, Jennifer Aniston. 
It comes amid multiple reports that Brad, 56, 
and Jennifer, 51, has rekindled their romance, 
after Angelina, 44, and Brad divorced in 2019. 
Angelina has filed for sole custody of their 
children, and is allegedly “furious” that Brad 
and Jen have been seeing one another again, 
after being spotted looking cosy at the Screen 
Actors Guild Awards. Angelina and Brad are 
parents to Maddox, 18, Pax, 16, Zahara, 15, 
Shiloh, 13, and Knox and Vivienne, both 11.
 “And to add insult to injury, she has filed for 
a new child custody evaluation against Brad. 
“It’s come as a huge shock to everyone in-
cluding the kids.”  The source added Brad had 
hoped the legal battle would be over by may 
after three years since Angelina filed for di-
vorce after allegedly getting into a fight with 
Maddox on their private jet.

Demi Lovato takes part in 
Kevin’s challenge

NEW YORK
Demi Lovato has taken part in Kevin Bacon’s 
#IStayHomeFor challenge to encourage people to 
practice social distancing to help stop the spread of 
coronavirus. The #IStayHomeFor initiative urges 
people to stay quarantined at home and hold up 
signs displaying the names of the loved ones they’ll 
be protecting by avoiding gatherings and self-iso-
lating.Confident hitmaker Demi joined the growing 
number of high-profile people getting in on the ini-
tiative, sharing a post on social media which read: 
“There’s a lot of things going on in our world right 
now, but there’s one thing that matters it’s spread-
ing love.“#IStayHomeFor my parents, my neighbors 
and my health,” she revealed, as she held up a sign 
reading the same message. Kevin launched the 
campaign with a sign that read, “#IStayHomeFor 
Kyra Sedgwick,” referring to his wife of more than 
31 years. He also tagged six celebrity friends, includ-
ing Demi, and asked them to follow suit and spread 
the word. .” The outbreak of Covid-19 has seen more 
than 258,000 cases of the virus registered, resulting 
in a death toll of over 10,500.

LONDON
Manchester United and Manchester 
City are the latest Premier League 
clubs to spring into action to help their 
communities during the coronavirus 
pandemic, joining forces to donate 
£100,000 (S$168,700) to support local 

food banks. Responding to an initiative 
already run by fans of both clubs, City 
and United will donate £50,000 each 
to the Trussell Trust, a support net-
work of more than 1,200 food banks. 
“We are proud of the role our support-

ers play in helping local food banks 
and recognise the increased strain 
likely to be placed on these charities 
by the impact of coronavirus,” a joint 
club statement said on Saturday. “At a 
time of challenge for our community, 
we are pleased to come together with 
our fans to help vulnerable members 
of society in a City United.” The dona-
tions will help food banks compen-
sate for the loss of food donations the 
clubs usually provide on match days. 
English football has been suspended 
until the end of April at the earliest due 
to the pandemic. Aston Villa distrib-
uted 1,000 packed lunches intended 
for matchday staff at their postponed 
game with Chelsea to local homeless 
organisations 

LAHORE
The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
has decided to reschedule the re-
maining matches of the fifth edition 
of Pakistan Super League (PSL). The 
PCB has reopened its offices from 
March 24 despite the global spread 
of novel coronavirus (COVID-19). 
According to sources, the board is 
keen on addressing important pend-
ing matters after the abrupt sus-
pension of PSL 5. The league was 
postponed indefinitely after one 
foreign player showed symptoms of 
coronavirus.
 The schedule of the league’s resump-
tion will be decided later, owing to 
the availability of national and in-
ternational players. It must be noted 
that only skeleton-staff has been 

asked to come to work while the 
rest have been advised to work from 
home. Earlier, the PCB had suspended 
its all domestic competitions and 
cricket activities.

WADA seeks safety of athletes with revised doping guidelines amid coronavirus 

Interest rate cuts to 
impact UAE banks’ 

profitability
DUBAI

The two consecutive rounds of 
interest rates cuts in March are 
expected to adversely impact 
profitability of UAE banks, ac-
cording to rating agency Moody’s. 

The Central Bank of UAE (CBUAE) 
along with other Gulf Central Banks 
lowered key lending rates on March 
16, following a 100 basis point (1 per 
cent) rate cut by the Federal Reserve 
to counter the economic effects of 
the coronavirus. GCC central banks 
track the Fed rate as most Gulf cur-
rencies, with the exception of Kuwaiti 
dinar are pegged to the dollar. Rating 
agency Moody’s said, sharp cut in 
interest rates will adversely impact 
profitability of UAE lenders this year.

 “The sizable cut in interest rate 
will reduce UAE banks’ net inter-
est margins (NIMs) because gross 
yields earned on loans will decline 
more than the funding cost paid on 
deposits, and because the rate cut is 
unlikely to materially increase credit 
volumes in the current difficult oper-
ating environment,” said Mik Kabeya, 
an analyst at Moody’s. With the latest 
round of rate cut of 75-basis-points, 
the interest rate on certificates of 
deposit is down by a large 125 basis 
points since 4 March. According to 
Moody’s, UAE banks’ net interest 
income, which depends on the NIM 
as well as on lending and borrowing 
volumes, comprised around 70 per 
cent of their total revenue in 2018.

 “Weaker profitability from lower 
interest rates and NIMs will com-
pound existing pressure on profit-
ability from our expectation of low 
credit demand and higher pro-
visioning requirements for UAE 
banks this year, amid challenging 
operating conditions,” said Kabeya. 

BEIJING
The National Development and 

Reform Commission, China’s top 
economic planner, approved 19 
fixed-asset investment (FAI) pro-
jects with combined investment 
totaling 185.3 billion yuan (about 
26.4 billion U.S. dollars) in the 
first two months of the year. The 
projects are mostly related to 
transportation and the new and 
high-tech industries, according to 
Meng Wei, a spokeswoman with 
the commission.A new railway 
will be built to better link Xining, 
capital of the plateau province of 
Qinghai, with Chengdu, capital 
of adjacent Sichuan Province, to 
boost connectivity between the 
two regional city clusters and pov-
erty relief efforts along the line. 
A runway expansion project will 
help the Shenzhen airport bet-
ter handle growing traffic in the 
Pearl River Delta, and facilitate 
the development of a world-class 
airport cluster in the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay 
Area, Meng said.

China okays 19 FAI projects in first 2months 

MONTREAL

The World Anti-Doping Agency 
(WADA) issued new guidelines 
on Friday to facilitate continued 
testing amid the constraints of 
the coronavirus pandemic. Not-
ing that the spread of COVID-19 
had evolved into “an even great-
er health and societal emergen-
cy” since its March 6 communi-
que, WADA urged Anti-Doping 
Organizations (ADOs) to act in 
accordance with restrictions 
placed by local health authori-
ties “to ensure proper protec-
tion of athletes and doping 
control personnel, while pro-
tecting the integrity of doping 
control programs, particularly 
in the lead-up to the 2020 To-
kyo Olympic and Paralympic 
Games.”WADA’s latest guide-
lines advise anti-doping or-
ganizations to make sure that 

sample collectors are free from 
any symptoms of illness. Collec-
tors should also ask athletes if 
they have any symptoms or if 
they or anyone at the collection 
site are in the groups thought 
to be at heightened risk from 
COVID-19. If test collection per-
sonnel are found to have con-
tracted the virus, athletes they 
tested should be informed and 
vice versa, WADA said.Protec-
tive wear such as masks should 
be used and work surfaces dis-
infected, and if local conditions 
limit what testing can occur 
then ADOs should “consider fo-
cusing their testing program on 
targeted athletes from high risk 
sports and disciplines,” WADA 
said. In locations where testing 
programs can’t continue, WADA 
said, it and other anti-doping 
organizations and sports fed-
erations will work together

Man Utd, City donate food banks as 
Premier League helps communities

PCB to reschedule remaining 
PSL 5 matches

G20 summit to help inoculate global economy: KSA

Weekly Roundup

PSX post biggest weekly decline since 2008 
financial crisis

KARACHI
The capital market’s main bench-

mark KSE-100 index declined by 
15 percent during the outgoing 
week, making it the largest weekly 
decline since 2008. Increase in 
number of coronavirus cases across 
the country and resulting decline 
in commercial activity, dominated 
investors sentiment where index 
tested its increased halt limit of 5 
percent four times during the week. 
Decline in policy rate by 75 basis 
point to 12.5% in monetary policy 
announcement earlier this week 
offered no support to the market, 
as investors expected a larger cut 
by SBP. Average daily trade volume 
and value declined by 9.5% and 33% 
respectively on WoW basis to 239mn 
shares and Rs.8.6bn.

Foreigners continued to be sellers 
in the market, as they sold equities 

worth $20 million as of yesterday 
during the outgoing week. Analyst 
from Habib Metro-Financial Service 
said “We foresee a sizeable drop in 

inflationary pressures in the days 
to come as lower oil prices in par-
ticular and lower commodity prices 
in general bode well for Pakistan”. 

Moreover, this phenomenon will also 
help in providing much needed relief 
to the external account as Pakistan’s 
import bill is likely to be slashed sig-
nificantly. These developments pave 
way for a much larger cut in bench-
mark rates in the remaining FY20.

 The equity markets continue to 
offer highly alluring valuations amid 
ridiculously cheap multiples, which 
warrants for a fresh entry. Global fi-
nancial markets are still in a state of 
shock and further bouts of volatility 
cannot be ruled out in the near term, 
he said. BMA Capital Management 
said “Going forward, market sen-
timents are likely to remain sup-
pressed as coronavirus outbreak 
remains unabated”. However, some 
respite may emanate as investors 
seek value bargains on signals from 
effective curtailment of the virus or 
introduction of a potential vaccine. 

LONDON
Governments and central banks are injecting 

eye-popping sums into markets and applying 
emergency policy remedies as they try to coun-
ter the impact of the coronavirus on the global 
economy. The pandemic which has upended 
all normal life has seen markets crash as world 
growth faces its biggest crisis since 2008. A sur-
vey responses by major economies as the coro-
navirus has spread from China to infect the rest 
of the world, sparking national lockdowns and 
crippling businesses.Saudi Arabia, which holds the 
G20 presidency, has called for an extraordinary 
summit of the group’s leaders next week. As with 
all other gatherings now, it would be in “virtual” 
format. Europe is now the centre of the Covid-19 
outbreak and governments have scrambled to 
open the spending taps while also closing their 
borders. The European Central Bank announced 
late on Wednesday a surprise €750 billion ($820 
billion) scheme to buy government and corporate 
bonds, boosting funds in the system so as to help 
contain the economic damage from the virus.The 
eurozone bank is reviving crisis-era measures to 
encourage bank lending to companies, but caused 

some disquiet last week by keeping its borrowing 
rates on hold. Meanwhile, the Bank of England cut 
Thursday its main interest rate to a record-low 0.1 
percent from 0.25 percent, only eight days after 
having chopped the interest rate from 0.50 per-
cent. It also plans to buy an additional £200 billion 
($235 billion) in government and corporate debt.

Berlin has unveiled €550 billion in government-
backed loans “for starters” and suspended legal 
obligations for firms facing acute liquidity prob-
lems to file for bankruptcy. Britain is providing 
£330 billion of government-backed loans to busi-
nesses, while France will guarantee €300 billion 
in loans to firms and has announced a separate 
aid package worth 45 billion euros to help busi-
nesses and employees cope.In hardest-hit Italy, 
the government has promised to deliver a “very 
strong injection of liquidity” into the financial 
system to generate €340 billion in cash flows. 
Spain plans to guarantee up to €100 billion in 
corporate loans. Switzerland’s central bank said 
on Thursday it would intervene more strongly to 
stabilise its franc, while Norway is also consider-
ing intervention as the krone plunges.Russia is 
using its foreign currency reserves to prop up the 

ruble and is also compensating oil producers di-
rectly when oil prices fall below $25 per barrel, as 
they did on Wednesday. On Thurs-day, the Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell presented a $1 
trillion emergency relief package to combat the 
mounting economic turmoil in the US. The meas-
ure — far surpassing aid during the 2008 financial 
crisis meltdown — is likely to include direct cash 
payments to struggling families. The package is 
in addition to $100 billion directed at paid sick 
leave and expanded unemployment benefits 
signed into law by President Donald Trump on 
Wednesday. A bailout for US airlines could also be 
in the works, Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
hinted. Meanwhile, the Federal Reserve has taken 
interest rates down to virtually zero.The US cen-
tral bank also unveiled a new credit facility to 
help households and businesses stay afloat, while 
Trump has shifted his tone after downplaying the 
outbreak for weeks, now appealing for bipartisan 
support. Trump ordered the suspension of evic-
tions and mortgage foreclosures for six weeks as 
part of the government effort to ease the pain.On 
Thursday the Federal Reserve unveiled measures 
to help money market mutual funds.
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Sindh Rangers start virus 
awareness campaign

OPEC to continue talks with US
Russian energy giant says cooperation with OPEC meaningless

MOSCOW

OPEC Secretary General Mohammad 
Barkindo held telephone talks with 
the Texas Railroad Commission late 
on Friday, March 20, a source in the 
secretariat told TASS, adding that the 
sides agreed to continue consulta-
tions. Later the commissioner Ryan 

Sitton confirmed the information via 
Twitter.“A telephone conference with 
US colleagues just ended. A success-
ful conversation, very fruitful. Agreed 
to continue,” the source said, adding 
no details. The sides discussed global 
supply and demand, Sitton said. “We 
all agree an international deal must get 
done to ensure economic stability as we 

recover from COVID-19,” he wrote on 
TwitterBarkindo invited Sitton to the 
next OPEC meeting in June in Vienna, 
he added. The Wall Street Journal wrote 
earlier that Texas, the largest US state in 
terms of oil production, is considering 
the option of crude output reduction 
amid falling oil prices. Texas has not 
cut production since the 1970s. Crude 
prices nosedived after Russia and Saudi 
Arabia failed to agree an extension of 
crude production cuts after March 2020 
when the current agreements expire. 
Moreover, the former allies intend to 
substantially boost production in April, 
which market observers have already 
dubbed a price war. As of March 20, 
the price of futures contracts of Brent 
crude oil dropped below $29 per bar-
rel, while the price of futures contracts 
of North American WTI crude oil is 
down below $25 per barrel. Texas is the 
center of the US shale oil production.
Cooperation between the Organization 
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) and some non-OPEC oil produc-
ing countries has become meaningless, 
according to the head of Russian energy 

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan Rangers-Sindh on 
Saturday announced a province-
wide awareness campaign against 
the perils and preventive measures 
to the adopted against coronavirus. 
A spokesman for Pakistan Rangers-
Sindh said that the paramilitary 
force will also aide the provincial 
government in buying items deemed 
essential amenities till a virtual 
lockdown like situation exists due 
to the global coronavirus pandemic.

Ranger’s mobiles have been sta-
tioned at different areas of the 
province to raise awareness, the 
mobiles will also distribute hand 
sanitizers and soaps to the people. 
The paramilitary force has urged 
the people to take proper precau-
tions against the virus and to take 
it seriously till the threat subsides.

 Earlier in the day, Sindh 
Government in an effort to raise 
awareness about precaution and 
prevention against coronavirus 

has decided to introduce online 
classes to teach the masses how to 
protect themselves and their loved 
ones during the outbreak. The de-
cision has been taken mutually by 
the Sindh Healthcare Commission 
and The Medical Microbiology 
& Infectious Diseases Society of 
Pakistan (MMIDSP) as a means 
to fend of the global epidemic.

ISLAMABAD

Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on 
Health, Firdous Ashiq Awan on Saturday im-
plored the nation to strictly follow precau-
tionary measures against the fast-spreading 
coronavirus. Taking to Twitter, SAPM Awan 
said that the nation must show exemplary 
resolve and tolerance to fend off the global 
coronavirus pandemic.She said that Pakistanis 
needed to unite against the deadly virus and 
follow health instructions in the regard with 
extreme seriousness. Firdous Ashiq Awan also 
asked the people to practice social distancing 
till the virus subsides. She added that such 
challenges are tackled by the governments 
and countrymen together. SAPM Awan also 
revealed that the World Bank has approved 
a $238 million grant to help Pakistan’s ef-
forts against the coronavirus while the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) has also ap-
proved a grant of $350 million for the same 

cause.Special Assistant to Prime Minister on 
Information Firdous Ashiq Awan chaired a 
meeting of all provincial information ministers 
via video link to review efforts to tackle coro-
navirus spread in the country. The provinces 
including Sindh, where opposition Pakistan 
People’s Party lead the government, assured 
the federal government of their complete sup-
port on the matter.Firdous Ashiq Awan said 
that the federal government was providing all 
possible resources to the provinces and all of 
them stand with each other during the ongo-
ing testing times. “I assure you on behalf of 
the prime minister that we all are united to 
fight the virus,” she said adding that they could 
only tackle the infection through coordinated 
efforts and with the support of the entire na-
tion.  She said that the video conference link-
ing all provinces with the federation is aimed 
at improving coordination. Speaking on the 
occasion, Sindh Information Minister Syed 
Nasir Hussain Shah said that they extend their 

complete support to the federal government 
for coping up with the ongoing situation. “We 
will completely implement on the directives of 
the federal government to deal with the infec-
tion spread,” he said. Ajmal Wazir said that it is 
time to set aside our political differences and 
join hands to deal with the outbreak. “Overall 
23 cases have been reported of the coronavi-
rus in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,” said the informa-
tion said. He said that they have established 
two more quarantine centres in Dera Ismail 
Khan. “We are also enhancing our coordina-
tion and sharing of the virus details,” he said.

Yesterday, Prime Minister Imran Khan said 
that he was personally monitoring the corona-
virus situation on a daily basis. Speaking to a 
number of senior journalists in Islamabad, he 
said he will himself update the public about the 
situation twice a week, adding nothing would 
be censored from the public about the pan-
demic. The premier said Pakistan’s hot and dry 
weather will subside the coronavirus threat.

LONDON/NEW YORK/SHANGHAI

Catastrophic crop failures caused by 
extreme weather in just one country 
could disrupt global food supplies 
and drive price spikes in an intercon-
nected world, exposing how climate 
change threatens global stability, re-
searchers have said. They examined 
how the global trade and supplies of 
wheat, a crop used for food staples 
like bread and pasta, would be affect-
ed by four years of severe drought in 
the United States, one of the world’s 
top exporters of the grain.Based on 
two models of how countries could 
try to meet their needs, an interna-
tional research team found the US 
would deplete nearly all its wheat 
reserves after four years in both 
scenarios, while global stocks could 
drop by 31 per cent. The 174 coun-
tries to which America exports wheat 

would see their reserves decrease, 
even though they did not themselves 
suffer failed harvests, according to a 
study published in the journal Fron-
tiers In Sustainable Food Systems. “It 
affects almost every country in the 
world because the US has so many 
trade links,” lead author Alison Hes-
lin, a researcher at Columbia Univer-
sity’s Centre for Climate Systems Re-
search and Nasa’s Goddard Institute 
for Space Studies said.Those links 
mean there is a cascading effect, ei-
ther directly from the US or via one 
of its trading partners, which could 
reduce the amount of wheat avail-
able and lead to price increases, she 
told the Thomson Reuters Foun-
dation. As reserves are depleted, 
changes in production would have a 
bigger impact on the price of food, 
Dr Heslin added. Reduced global re-
serves would also mean a smaller 

buffer against future shocks such as 
a drought in other wheat-producing 
nations like Russia or France, she 
said.Scientists have warned that hot-
ter temperatures and more erratic 
rainfall could increase the frequency 
and intensity of droughts, with multi-
year dry spells already wreaking 
havoc in many nations. Five years of 
recurring droughts have destroyed 
corn and bean harvests in Central 
America’s Dry Corridor, for exam-
ple, leaving poor farmers struggling 
to feed their families and pushing 
them to migrate, the United Nations 
said last year.The wheat study was 
based on data from the 1930s Ameri-
can Dust Bowl disaster when corn 
and wheat production plummeted 
due to intense drought, higher tem-
peratures and strong winds, causing 
thousands of deaths. Dr Heslin said 
global food security was key to peo-

Center, provinces united to deal with 
pandemic: Firdous
Asian Development Bank, World Bank okay $538m for Pak to fight against virus

WASHINGTON

The consequences of the cur-
rent novel coronavirus pan-
demic will be serious, but the 
global economy will manage 
to cope with them, said Martin 
Muhleisen, who heads the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) 
Strategy, Policy, and Review 
Department. In an interview 
published on the organization’s 
website, the expert said that 
“we’ve gone into this crisis, al-
though the economy has since 
slowed down a little, with a very 
long expansion and high em-
ployment rates.”“And you would 
hope that that creates some buf-
fers against the very weak ac-
tivity for the next months,” he 
continued. “So, in that sense, the 
crisis has come at a time where 
hopefully we are prepared for 
this kind of shock and where 
we can deal with it. Although 
the effects would probably be 
quite severe.” “I hope that we 
will get well through that crisis. 
I think the international com-
munity has the tools, countries 
have the tools, to ensure that 
we to emerge from it. There 
will be a recovery. It is a tem-
porary crisis,” the IMF official 
said.According to Muhleisen, 
the core of fighting the crisis 
has is in helping to limit the 

spread of the virus. “And also to 
do it in a way that provides, at 
some point, confidence that this 
will be a temporary shock, and 
that the effects will not last for 
many months,” he said. Muhlei-
sen went on to say that national 
governments and central banks 
all over the world have taken a 
series of unprecedented mea-
sures to provide liquidity to 
the markets and make sure 
that markets continue to func-
tion.He stressed the need for a 
coordinated effort “to amplify 
the actions of each individual 
government or central bank.” 
A pneumonia outbreak caused 
by the COVID-19 virus (previ-
ously known as 2019-nCoV) 
was reported in China’s city of 
Wuhan, a large trade and indus-
trial center with a population 
of 12 million, in late December 
2019. Cases of the new corona-
virus have also been reported 
from more than 150 countries 
and territories, including Rus-
sia, which by now has 253 cases. 
The World Health Organization 
says that the novel coronavi-
rus cases across the globe have 
exceeded 260,000, with more 
than 11,000 deaths. The World 
Health Organization (WHO) has 
officially described the situa-
tion with the novel coronavirus 
as a pandemic.

World must be ashamed off 
neglecting Kashmir: 

Governor Punjab

LAHORE

Governor Punjab Chaudhry Mu-
hammad Sarwar on Saturday said 
that India was punishing Kashmi-
ri resistance leader Yasin Malik 
for demanding his due rights as 
a resident of an illegally occupied 
land. In a statement showing 
concern over the announcement 
of Jammu Kashmir Liberation 
Front (JKLF) leader Yasin Malik’s 
announcement of going on a hun-
ger strike till death during his 
incarceration, the governor said 
that the treatment of Malik at the 
hands of Indian government has 
been deplorable.Chaudhry Sar-
war urged the international com-
munity and the United Nations 
(UN) to take immediate notice of 
the situation in Kashmir which 
has been in shambles for more 
than 230 days after its illegal an-
nexation. The governor said that 
the international world’s silence 
on Kashmir was nothing short 
of shameful. Governor Punjab 
Chaudhry Sarwar added that the 
Indian government should imme-
diately release all Kashmiri resis-
tance leader and lift curfew-like 
situation in the occupied region 
as the world deals with a global 
pandemic in coronavirus.Ear-
lier on March 19, Pakistan urged 
the Indian government to lift the 
blockade in occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir in view of the outbreak 
of coronavirus and the reported 
cases of infected people there.
In her opening statement at the 
weekly news briefing in Islam-
abad, Foreign Office Spokesper-
son Aisha Farooqui stressed that 
lifting of restrictions is important 
to obtain full information of the 
infected people and to ensure the 
provision of essential items and 
medical supplies to the people of 
occupied Jammu and Kashmir.

Climate shocks may disrupt 
global food supplies

Virus to impact global economy 
temporarily: IMF

Pak Navy assists coastal 
highway accident victims

KARACHI

Pakistan Navy on Saturday ren-
dered prompt assistance to the 
victims of a road accident on 
Coastal Highway; provided medi-
cal support to the injured and 
shifted victims to Pakistan Navy 
Hospital PNS DARMAN JAH at Or-
mara for further treatment.A civil 
vehicle carrying 21 local people 
met an accident due to tyre burst 
near Kunwari Goth. Upon receipt 
of information, Pakistan Navy im-
mediately dispatched a team of 
medical staff and support troops 
to the spot and provided neces-
sary medical assistance to the 
injured, a Pakistan Navy press 
release said.Around twenty (20) 
accident victims with limb frac-
tures, chest and head injuries 
along with one body were im-
mediately shifted to PNS DAR-
MAN JAH where the injured were 
provided medical assistance by 
Pakistan Navy’s qualified medical 
professionals.


