
Tuesday, January 21, 2020 | Vol: X, Issue: 263 ABC CERTIFIED

The Asian Telegraph
www.theasiantelegraph.net

/asian_telegraph /theasiantelegraph /company/theasiantelegraph .theasiantelegraph.net Price Rs 8| Pages 4

The govt is establishing a 
comprehensive national 
database to determine 
socio-economic status; 
database will help in 
drafting legislation for 
development of youth

SA to PM Usman Dar

Prime Minister Imran Khan meeting with newly elected Presidents of Chambers of Commerce & Industries from across Pakistan at Islamabad on Monday. Photo: PID

All out support to industrialists

PM Imran, President 
Trump to meet in Davos
Imran directs to waive off unnecessary taxes on small shopkeepers

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Imran Khan will meet 
US President Donald Trump on the 
sidelines of World Economic Forum 
(WEF) in Davos, Switzerland, from 
today (Tuesday). According to a state-
ment issued by the Foreign Office, this 
would be the third leadership-level 
interaction between Pakistan and the 
US since the prime minister’s visit to 
Washington in July 2019.

The prime minister will hold bilat-
eral meetings with several other world 
leaders, while several meetings are 
also scheduled with a wide range of 
corporate, business, technology and 
finance executives, and representa-
tives of international financial institu-
tions. PM Imran Khan will speak to 
senior international media persons 
and editors during a session with the 
Forum’s International Media Council. 
He will also give interviews to major 
international media outlets.

Throughout his engagements 
at Davos, Imran Khan will share 
Pakistan’s vision and achievements in 
the areas of economy, peace & stability, 
trade, business and investment oppor-

tunities. He will also highlight the cur-
rent situation in the Indian Occupied 

Jammu & Kashmir and Pakistan’s per-
spective on key regional and interna-

tional issues.
PM Imran Khan will attend the 

World Economic Forum (WEF) in 
Davos, Switzerland, from January 21 to 
23, 2020 at the invitation of Professor 
Klaus Schwab, Founder and Executive 
Chairman of WEF. The thematic focus 
of this session is on “Stakeholders for a 
Cohesive and Sustainable World.”

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Imran 
Khan Monday said that from the day 
first, the government had decided to 
transform Pakistan into an industrial 
power and for this purpose, assured 
that the government and its economic 
team would extend all facilities and 
support to the industrialists.

The prime minister was talking to 
a representative delegation of the 
newly elected presidents of differ-
ent chamber of commerce and in-
dustries of the country. Minister for 
Energy Omar Ayub Khan, Adviser on 
Commerce Abdul Razzak Dawood, 
Chairman Investment Board Syed 
Zubair Gilani and Chairman Federal 
Board of Revenue Syed Shabbar Zaidi 
were present during the meeting, PM 
office media wing in a press release 
said.

PM Khan featured on Time’s Davos special issue
DAVOS: Prime Minister Imran Khan has been featured on Time Magazine’s 
cover page along with four other world leaders in the publication’s special 
edition on the World Economic Forum. The annual summit of global movers 
and shakers kicks off in the Swiss resort of Davos on Tuesday and will last 
four days. Other leaders alongside the Pakistani prime minister included 
founder and Executive Chairman of the World Economic Forum (WEF) Klaus 
Schwab, German Chancellor Angela Merkel, Microsoft founder Bill Gates, 
and Europe’s Central Bank President Christine Lagarde. The magazine’s 
cover featured the five leaders sitting on a chair lift with the snow-covered 
Swiss Alps in the background. US President Donald Trump and young 
climate activist Greta Thunberg can also be seen sitting together on another 
chairlift in the background of the illustration. PM Imran is expected to reach 
Davos, Switzerland on Tuesday for a three-day January 21-23, 2019 official 
visit to attend the Forum, with his trip costing a mere 68,000 dollars due 
to austerity measures taken by the government. PM Imran’s Advisor on 
Commerce Abdul Razak Dawood, Zulfi Bukhari and other officials will ac-
company him to Davos, where he is expected to hold meetings with several 
world leaders, including US President Trump. Fifty-three heads of state are 
on the guest list, including Trump, who is expected to address the gathering 
on January 21. During the visit, PM Imran will meet foreign investors and 
inform them of investment opportunities in Pakistan. This year marks the 
50th anniversary of the invitation-only event, which takes place in the Alpine 
resort town of Davos, amid tight security. Nearly 3,000 participants from 
118 countries are expected to attend the event.

Pak Army rescues 
stranded LUMS 
students  

COAS Bajwa had directed for their 
immediate heli-lifting: ISPR

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
RAWALPINDI

Pakistan Army on Monday rescued 22 students of LUMS 
stranded in snow-hit Rattu in Gilgit to Rawalpindi. 
According to a statement issued by the Inter Services 
Public Relations (ISPR), the students were stranded 
at Rattu in Gilgit for the past five days and the LUMS 
administration had requested Pakistan Army for help.

Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa 
had directed for their immediate heli-lifting after LUMS 
administration approached Army for help. All stu-
dents including 13 boys and nine girls have reached 
Rawalpindi and on the way to their homes.

ECC okays import 
of 0.3m tons of 
wheat

ISLAMABAD

Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) has approved 
import of 300,000 tons of wheat to cater wheat short-
age in the country. The meeting was chaired by Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s Adviser on Finance Hafeez 
Sheikh here on Monday.

The Economic Coordination Committee was informed 
that the first shipment of wheat is likely to arrive in the 
country by 15th of next month. The ECC asked Punjab 
and PASSCO to release their stocks to overcome the 
shortage in the country. The wheat can be imported till 
March 31. The country is facing mind-boggling hike in 
flour prices as rates soared in Karachi, Lahore, Multan, 
Faisalabad, Peshawar and other major cities, causing 
an uproar across the country. The wheat flour rate in 
Karachi has soared to Rs 70 per kilogramme. Taking 
notice of reports regarding hike in prices of wheat 
flour, Prime Minister Imran Khan on Saturday ordered 
a country-wide crackdown on hoarders and profiteers.

He directed the officials to take effective measures for 
stabilising the rates of flour, the sources said and added 
that those involved in creating an artificial crisis of flour 
in the country will be dealt with iron hands. The meet-
ing reviewed the situation of flour shortage and wheat 
crisis and is expected to give go ahead to import 0.3ton 
wheat to cater the shortage in the country.

The elimination of 5 percent tax on cotton also came 
under discussion during the meeting. The proposal to 
convert Lahore Garment City’s loan into grant was also 
discussed. The meeting reviewed the technical grant of 
Rs 90 million to the National Book Foundation.

Rice exports 
26.30% up in 
HI FY 2019-20

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

Rice exports from the country during 
first half of current financial year grew 
by 26.30% as compared the exports of 
the corresponding period of last year. 
During the period from July-December 
2019-20, rice over 2.020 million met-
ric tons worth $1.033 billion exported 
as compared to the exports of 1.587 
million tons valuing $817.923 million 
of same period of last year.

According the latest trade data 
released by the Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics, exports of Basmati rice 
witnessed overwhelming growth of 
55.89% as about 415,083 metric tons 
of above mentioned commodity worth 
$380.623 million exported as com-
pared to the exports of 241,491 metric 
tons valuing $244.169 million of same 
period of last year.

Meanwhile, exports of rice other 
then Basmati also grew by 13.71% 
during the period under review as 
1,605,613 metric tons of rice worth 
$652.428 million exported as against 
1,345,961 metric tons valuing 
$573.754 million of same period 
of last year. However, on month on 
month basis, rice exports decreased 
by 8.19% in December, 2019 as 
403,923 metric tons of rice valuing 
$197.185 million against exports of 
431,744 metric tons of same month 
of last year. It is worth mentioning 
here that in first six months of current 
financial year, food group exports from 
the country witnessed 10.96% growth 
as food commodities worth $2.199 
billion exported as compared to the 
exports of $1.994 billion of same 
period of last year.

Global Markets

Stocks trade below record highs
SHANGHAI/LONDON/NEW YORK

World stocks traded just below record 
highs on Monday, pausing ahead of this 
week’s central bank meetings, economic 
data and earnings, while oil prices rose to 
their highest in over a week after block-
ades began shutting down two Libyan 
oilfields.

European equity markets were lower, 
while U.S. stock futures dipped, with 
the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday in the 
United States meaning subdued trading 
activity. Still, MSCI’s s all-country index 
is up almost 2.5% for the first three 
weeks of the year, as an easing in U.S.-
China trade tensions and signs that the 
worst may be over for the world economy 
bolster sentiment. The S&P 500 a broad 
gauge of U.S. shares has gained just over 
3% and the tech-heavy Nasdaq almost 
5%.

In Asia, MSCI’s broadest index of Asia-
Pacific shares outside Japan fell 0.25% 
on Monday after rising to its highest 
since June 2018. Japan’s Nikkei gained 

0.2% to near its highest in 15 months. In 
China, the blue-chip CSI300 index rose 
0.7%. The yuan rose to a six-month high.

US corporate earnings this week 

include Netflix, Intel Corp and Texas 
Instruments, while the European Central 
Bank, Bank of Canada and Bank of Japan 
hold policy meetings. “Optimism is high, 

mainly, though, because we appear to 
have clicked back to a world of growth 
enthusiasm,” said Chris Bailey, European 
Strategist at Raymond James in London.

“The upcoming earnings season is 
going to be fascinating ... Netflix and 
Intel on Tuesday and Thursday in the 
U.S. are going to be insightful re the tech 
sector, whilst UBS tomorrow, ASML on 
Wednesday and Ericsson Friday will be 
helpful on perceptions towards Europe.

The Bank of Japan meets on Tuesday, 
while the ECB is expected to open a key 
strategic policy review when it gathers 
on Thursday. 

Friday brings the release of key busi-
ness activity data, while the World 
Economic Forum in Davos is also in 
focus, with U.S. President Donald Trump 
expected to discuss trade disputes with 
European Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen. Oil prices rose to their 
highest in more than a week since two 
large oil fields in Libya began shutting 
down

Brexit, Hong Kong divestment 
dip global FDI: UN

GENEVA

Global direct foreign investment (FDI) 
dipped slightly around the world last 
year, hit by massive divestment in 
Hong Kong and a drop in flows into 
Britain due to Brexit uncertainty, the 
United Nations said on Monday. FDI 
could rise marginally in 2020 on the 
back of modest growth as trade ten-
sions between China and the United 
States ease, but geopolitical uncertain-
ties and protectionist pressures are 
tempering expectations, it said.

In 2019, global FDI flows were es-
timated at $1.39 trillion, down 1% 
from a revised $1.41 trillion in 2018, 
the UN trade and development agency 
UNCTAD said in a report. FDI, which 
includes cross-border mergers and ac-
quisitions (M&A), intra-company loans 
and investments, is a bellwether of glo-
balization and a potential sign of future 
growth of corporate supply chains.

Investment flowing into the Chinese 
territory of Hong Kong, the Asian fi-
nancial hub that has been wracked by 
political unrest, nearly halved last year 

to $55 billion, the report said.
 “In Hong Kong there was $48 bil-

lion of divestment in terms of equity,” 
James Zhan, UNCTAD’s senior direc-
tor of investment and enterprise, told 
Reuters. He noted that the former 
British colony was also affected by 
Sino-U.S. trade tensions. Competition 
from Shanghai and Shenzhen in main-
land China as well as Singapore for 
high-end FDI, such as regional busi-
ness hub functions and R&D activities 
of multinationals, also weighs on Hong 
Kong, he said. “Hong Kong’s economy 
is a solid economy. Longer term-wise, 
it is attractive for international invest-
ment,” Zhan said.

Britain, beset by uncertainty last year 
over the outcome of Brexit but now on 
course to leave the European Union on 
Jan. 31, saw inward FDI flows shrink 
by 6% to an estimated $61 billion last 
year, according to the report. FDI flows 
to developed economies fell by 6% last 
year to an estimated $643 billion, and 
remained at a historically low-level, at 
half of their peak in 2007, it said.



New Era of Pak- Malaysia friendship 

Pakistan and Malaysia established their dip-
lomatic relations in 1957 after  the latter’s 
independence and both the brotherly coun-
tries enjoy very cordial relations. Initially, the 
High Commission of Malaysia was located 

in Karachi, which was the capital city of Pakistan then. 
Although, the relations between two countries have been 
passing through few challenges and ups-downs, both the 
countries enjoy great relations at present at premiers of 
the both are countries are not only the most cleaned and 
knows leaders worldwide but they are great friends which 
rises the hope to take the bilateral ties to new heights.

Both are facing similar issues like corruption. There 
exist many areas where Malaysia is good experience 
and Pakistan may learn from Malaysia. There also exist 
some areas, where Pakistan can contribute to Malaysian 
developments.

Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan said his govern-
ment is facing the same problems Dr Mahathir Mohamad’s 
administration is enduring.

In a tweet last night, Imran said Mahathir – whom 
he labelled the “most experienced and accomplished 
statesman of the Muslim world” – is “confronted by an 
entrenched political mafia”. “That has bankrupted and 
indebted Malaysia, leaving state institutions devastated,” 

he wrote.
He also shared an article titled “Startling Similarities 

– Pakistan and Malaysia”, which reproduced Mahathir’s 
recent blogpost on Pakatan Harapan.

Earlier, on Jan 10, Malaysian Prime Minister Dr. Mahathir 
Mohamad wrote how the ruling coalition took over from 
a kleptocratic government that “had raped the nation for 
years, destroyed its finances, undermined its administra-
tive agencies and abused its laws”.

He also lamented that the previous administration 
had “placed the country on the path to bankruptcy”, and 
pleaded with the people to give his government more 
time.

Both countries collaborate in many sectors, especially, 
in higher education. Thousands of Pakistani youth are 
studying PhD and Master level programmes in Malaysia. 
Malaysia has become one of major contributor in human 
resource development for Pakistan. The educational 
standard in Malaysia is equivalent to British in quality 
almost but at much more affordable priced. At the same 
time, many leading professors from Pakistan are serving in 
Malaysian Universities. Collaboration between two broth-
erly nations is excellent and will grow further in future.

Malaysia has very good experience in tourism industry, 
while Pakistan wanted to exploit its natural beauty for 
tourism. Collaboration in tourism Industry, may be ben-
eficial for both countries. Pakistan has offered incentive 
based opportunities in this sector. Malaysian investors 
may avail this opportunity to make more profit and at 
the same time help Pakistan to boost tourism.

Malaysian Prime Minister Dr. Mahathir Mohamad has 
attended Pakistan’s National Day celebrations as guest of 
honor. His visit was given high importance and considered 
as beginning of new era of our friendship. Pakistan and 
Malaysia have agreed to elevate their bilateral relations 

into a strategic partnership. It marks a new level of the 
bilateral cooperation between both countries in various 
fields, namely trade in palm oil, agricultural products, food 
retail, halal products, automotive parts, energy, science and 
technology, and telecommunication investment.

This new level of partnership will entail further engage-
ment and enhance cooperation between the two countries 
in all dimensions.

There exists many similarities between Prime Minister 
Imran Khan and Prime Minister Mahatir Bin Muhammad. 
Both are honest, visionary and patriot leaders. Both shares 
similar views on national and international issues. During 
the recent visit, they held a restricted meeting, which was 
termed fruitful and in-depth discussions, took place in a 
warm and cordial atmosphere. The discussion covered a 
wide range of bilateral, regional and international issues 
of mutual interests.

Prime Minister Imran Khan said Pakistan has always 
looked upon Malaysian Prime Minister as a Muslim 
statesman who changed his country. In fact, Malaysia is 
one of the most modern, developed and Muslim country. 
Its achievements in economic front, tourism, harmony 
among all religions & races, while keep strict Islamic ide-
ology and practices, can be role model for whole Muslim 
World. Especially, under the emerging of Islamophobia in 
the world, which has badly affected the Muslims all over 
the world. Pakistan and Malaysia can also cooperate on 
this particular issue with the aim to bring improvement 
in the perception of Muslims and reduce hatred and fear 
towards Muslims.

Today in Hist    ry

Subaru to sell electric 
vehicles only by mid-2030s

TOKYO

Japan’s Subaru set a target on Monday 
to sell only electric vehicles worldwide by 
the first half of the 2030s, in a move toward 
its long-term goal of a carbon-free society.

The news comes as Subaru has strength-
ened capital ties with Toyota Motor, in a 
trend of global automakers joining forces 
to slash development and manufacturing 
costs of new technology.

To supplement the mild hybrid and plug-
in hybrid cars already in its lineup, Subaru 
plans to develop a so-called “strong hybrid” 
vehicle using Toyota technology and in-
tended to debut later in the decade. It is 
also developing an all-battery electric car 
with Toyota for release around the same 
time.

“Although we’re using Toyota technology, 
we want to make hybrids that are distinctly 
Subaru,” Chief Technology Officer Tetsuo 
Onuki told a briefing. “It’s not only about 
reducing CO2 emissions. We need to fur-
ther improve vehicle safety and the per-
formance of our all-wheel drive.”

Subaru said that by 2030 at least 40% 
of its cars sold worldwide will comprise 

battery electric vehicles or hybrids. The 
Japanese automaker, which produces the 
Outback and Forester SUVs, is known for 
its horizontally placed boxer engines, along 
with its EyeSight autonomous driver as-
sist and all-wheel-drive technologies. Car 
manufacturers worldwide are scrambling 
to chase scale, manage costs and boost 
development of the self-driving cars, elec-
tric vehicles and new mobility services 
that are upending the industry. “Subaru’s 
strong commitment and dedication to-
ward car-manufacturing that we have 
cultivated throughout our history remain 
unchanged,” President Tomomi Nakamura 
added.
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Flour shortage

W heat prices across the country have sky rocketed over the 
past few days as fears of a looming shortage hit markets. The 
government has said it is doing all it can to contain the crisis, 
amid allegations from the opposition that the government is 
ill-equipped to deal with the issue.

The prices of wheat, flour started escalating in different parts of the country 
from September/October last year, and have now sky rocketed. The next two 
months are quite important as the next crop of wheat would start coming in by 
the end of March and April in Sindh and Punjab.

As the flour crisis began to bite consumers across the country, Prime Minister 
Imran Khan on Saturday sprang into action and ordered a countrywide crack-
down on elements responsible for “illegal price hike” and hoarding the commod-
ity. On Friday — for the second time in a month — the price of flour went up by 
up to Rs6 per kg across the country with the commodity being sold at Rs70 per 
kg in Lahore, Karachi, and other cities. According to Flour Mills Association, the 
hike was due to lack of subsidy from the government. “The price was increased 
after a surge in wheat price,” a statement issued by the association read. “The 
situation has worsened because of the government’s [new] electricity and gas 
tariff,” it added.

The PM directed the officials to take effective measures for stabilising the rates 
of wheat flour and directed the officials concerned to act against people involved 
in creating “an artificial crisis of flour” in the country.

To fix the situation, the government planned to release 0.1 million tonnes of 
wheat to KP from the Pakistan Agricultural Storage and Services Corporation 
(PASSCO) and also import 0.3 million tonnes to cater to the need across the 
country, besides approving import of 300,000 tons of wheat to alleviate the ef-
fects of a shortage of flour supplies.

Snowfall 

A nother spell of rain and snowfall is expected at isolated places in 
northwest Balochistan and Gilgit Baltistan region. According to 
weather department report, fresh wet spell will begin on Monday, 
as the heavy snowfall, avalanches and freezing temperatures have 
already caused catastrophic conditions in historically warm and 

ill-equipped areas Balochistan and Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK). The new 
spell of rain and snowfall is expected at scattered places in northeast Balochistan, 
hilly areas of upper Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Kashmir and Gilgit Baltistan, while 
at isolated places in upper Punjab, plain areas of central and lower Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Islamabad caused a great source of concern.

After recent snowfall Gilgit Baltistan region hit by a very cold weather as mer-
cury has dropped to minus 21 Celsius in Skardu again, as most areas of Gilgit 
Baltistan remained below the freezing point.

The temperature has plunged to minus 27 Celsius in upper areas of the region, 
according to a weather report. The snowfall has blocked roads and people of the 
upper regions suffering from an insane blood curdling cold weather.

Minimum temperature in Astore remained -16°C, Gupis -15°C, Kalam -14°C, 
Kalat -11°C, Bagrote -10°C, Parachinar -09°C and Quetta -08°Celsius.

It is good development that the National Disaster Management Authority 
(NDMA) Chairman Lt Gen Muhammad Afzal on Monday announced the prime 
minister’s relief package for the rain and snowfall affected areas of Balochistan.

The NDMA chairman announced a financial assistance package from the prime 
minister, saying that an amount of Rs500,000 would be extended to the families of 
every deceased person while Rs50,000 would be paid to those who were injured.

Apart from this, a financial assistance of Rs100,000 would be provided to 
the families whose houses had been completely damaged or collapsed while 
Rs25,000 to Rs 50,000 would be given to those whose houses were partially 
damaged, it added.

The federal and provincial governments need to take preemptive steps to avoid 
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Pitt cheers Jennifer Aniston
NEW YORK

 As the Screen Actors Guild (SAG) Awards rolled 
out giving a highlight of some of Hollywood bright-
est moments of the past year, the icing on the cake 
was definitely the reunion of former flames Brad 
Pitt and Jennifer Aniston.

The two were definitely in their zone during the 
course of the show as they gave fans ample mo-
ments to gush over including the one where Brad 
stopped everything backstage to glue his eyes on 
the screen as Jennifer accepted her award.

The video of the endearing moment has now 
been making rounds on the internet showing the 
Ad Astra actor keenly watching his former wife 
accept the award for Outstanding Performance by 
a Female Actor in a Drama Series for The Morning 
Show.

Thank you #SAGAwards for giving a very clear 
look at Jennifer Aniston’s face when Brad Pitt 
joked playing a “guy who gets high, takes his shirt 
off and doesn’t get on with his wife” was a stretch.

Look. If I can get My Chemical Romance and the 
Jonas Brothers back together, I can definitely get 
Brad Pitt and Jennifer Aniston back together. 2020 
is the year I’m gonna make it happen.

The former couple had also caught the public’s 
attention after they met backstage and hugged it 
out while congratulating one another over their 
big wins, all the while looking completely en-
thralled with each other.

On 21 January 1924, at 18:50 EET, Vladimir Lenin, leader 
of the October Revolution and the first leader and founder 
of the Soviet Union, died in Gorki aged 53 after falling into a 
coma. The official cause of death was recorded as an incur-
able disease of the blood vessels. Lenin was given a state 
funeral and then buried in a specially erected mausoleum 
on 27 January. A commission of the Central Committee of 
the RCP(b) was in charge of organizing the funeral.

On 23 January, the coffin with Lenin’s body was trans-
ported by train from Gorki to Moscow and displayed at the 
Hall of Columns in the House of the Unions, and it stayed 
there for three days. On 27 January, the body of Lenin was 
delivered to Red Square, accompanied by martial music. 
There assembled crowds listened to a series of speeches 
delivered by Mikhail Kalinin, Grigory Zinoviev and Joseph 
Stalin, but notably not Leon Trotsky, who had been con-
valescing in the Caucasus. Trotsky would later claim 
that Stalin had given him the wrong date for the funeral. 
Afterwards the body was placed into the vault of a tempo-
rary wooden mausoleum (soon to be replaced with pre-
sent-day Lenin’s Mausoleum), by the Kremlin Wall. Despite 
the freezing temperatures, tens of thousands attended. The 
commander of the Moscow Garrison issued an order to 
place the guard of honour at the mausoleum. The people 
called it the “Number One Sentry”. After the events of the 
1993 Russian constitutional crisis, the guard of honour was 
disbanded. Against protestations of Nadezhda Krupskaya, 
Lenin’s widow, Lenin’s body was embalmed to preserve it 
for long-term public display in the Red Square mausoleum. 
During this process, Lenin’s brain was removed; in 1925 an 
institute was established to dissect it, revealing that Lenin 
had suffered from severe sclerosis.

Habib’s ‘The Last Full Measure’ 
to hit cinemas on 31st

 Q SOHAIL MAJEED BUTT
ISLAMABAD

 The most anticipated war drama film 
“The Last Full Measure” would be hitting 
cinemas across Pakistan on 31st January 
2020, making this the first time that a 
Hollywood film by a Pakistani Executive 
Producer would be released in Pakistan.

Written and directed by Todd Robinson, 
the film stars Sebastian Stan, Christopher 
Plummer, William Hurt, Ed Harris, and 
Samuel L. Jackson, among others. Habib 
Paracha is the executive producer behind 
the film, which narrates the true story of 
William Pitsenbarger, played by Jeremy 
Irvine, who is a war hero of the highest 

order, an Air Force medic who personally 
saved over sixty men.

Talking about the film release, the ex-
cited producer, Habib Paracha said, “I am 
so thrilled for this movie to be released in 
Pakistan! I hope to leverage my learning 
from this project to showcase the stories of 
the heroes of our armed forces and show 
the Pakistani audience and the World at 
large the great sacrifices that the soldiers 
of our country have made towards being a 
peaceful, progressive and positive country 
in the World.”

Talking about the film release, CEO HKC 
Entertainment, Hammad Chaudhry, said, 
“We are glad to be bringing this exciting 

new story to cinemas across Pakistan. 
It is a real honor to be able to bring a 
movie produced by a Pakistani producer 
to audiences over here.” The Last Full 
Measure will be distributed locally by HKC 
Entertainment.

“The Last Full Measure” marks as Habib 
Paracha’s fourth venture in Hollywood 
after ‘The Trust,’ ‘Terminal,’ and ‘Strive.’ 
One of the few Pakistani producers repre-
senting the country in Hollywood, Habib 
Paracha, has made a name for himself 
with critically acclaimed productions star-
ring popular American actors including 
Nicholas Cage, Elijah Wood, Margot Robbie, 
Samuel L. Jackson, and many others.Photos by Samar Sultan

Death anniversary of Vladimir Lenin
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ا ڈو        د   ا س   دي را   ا ا
ر   ۔  از  ں   20   آ   ر   ام   ۔ اس ا   
ن    ان  ا  ۔ وز ل  ر  ري  و  آ ڈي     400 رو  
ا    ں  ر  ري     ت  ا ا   ں     ر   از 
ا ڈو   د   ا ت  رو  اي     ا ا   ۔ وز

۔      

ر    ري   ن 21  23  ان  ا  وز
رم     دي  س   ا ڈ

س  ر   ڈ ري   ن 21  23  ان  ا  ) وز د  (اے   م آ ا
رم   و ا   دي  ۔  ا رم     دي  ه  ا  
۔  ت دي  س    د رم   ا دي  ا   ا اب  وز ز 
ل   ۔ رواں  ر     ’ ار د ط و  ا  ر  ع ‘  رم   ل  اس 
رم    ۔  ه      ر  رم  50 و  دي  رم  ا س  ا
ے   ل    ن اور  ا ا اداروں   ز،  ا ،  ا ر
ا  ۔ وز ل   د  ،  اور     دي،     ا
ں  رم       دي  ن  اس دورے  دوران  ا ان 
ن   ؤں   ر ر ر ں   اي اوز اور  ي  وه وه  ۔ اس  
ؤں  دو   د  ر ۔ اس دورے  دوران وه  گ    ڈا
ت  ر  ان  ا  ؤں   ا  ر ۔ دورے  دوران وز  
ا   2019ء  دوره وا   ۔  وز ر ڈو    
ا  ا  ا ۔ وز ا را   دت   ن ا    ن  در  ا اور 
وں     ز و  ،  اور  ا  ، ر ر  اداروں  
رے  ا  ن   ن  ان  ا  رم    وز دي  ۔  ا  
ن  رے   ا   ري   رت،  اور   م،  ، ا و ا وژن اور 
۔ وه  ه   رے  ا وژن  آ ا   ب  ن  د ں اور   
ن    ر   ا ا ل اور ا  اور  ا ر ده  ں و     

۔ ا   رو ڈا    
ج             ك 

22    ر 

  22 ج           ك   ( ي  (اے   راو
ري اور   ف  ۔    ۔   ا        ر 
ت  (آ ا  آر)      ج    ك  ۔     
ج  ك  ۔   ا دارے   ا   ں     م   5 د ر  
ري  ه       ذر  و  ل   ۔ آر   ا   د  در  
ي   م  راو ۔  ں   ۔ ان   13  اور 9  ا     

۔ وں  روا      
رش  ن   ل  ا    ا ڈي ا اے  
ن    ان  ا  ں  دوره، وز ه  ري   ف  اور 

ن      ا    ا

ن  ل  ا     )  ا ڈي ا اے   د  (اے   م آ ا
ر  ڈا  ا  ا ۔  ڈ ں  دوره  ه  ري   ف  رش اور   
ري   وا  ف  رش اور  ن    ن      ان زر ل 
ت    ده  ري  ت    دي۔ ا ڈي ا اے    
ر   س  ا ے د اور ا ع   ك   ں اور ا     وا  
ن       ا  ان  ا    ا ڈي ا اے  وز
ار رو  اد  50  ء 5   ز  وا ا ۔   ور ن     ا
م   ان  ا  رو   وه      ۔ اس   د  
ار رو     ں  25  50  ا ن   ان  ر    وں   وي 
ل   ر  ڈا  ا  ا ۔   دوران  ڈ و دي  
ں    ں اور را ي    و   ري  ه     ا ڈي ا اے  آ
ن   د   ۔  ا ڈي ا اے   ڈي ا اے  ت  آ  
ز  ي    دور    اور اس   ري  ں     ں اور را
۔   اس    ا   (ا ڈي ا اے)       ڈ
ر   ا   اد  م  اداروں  ا ن    ن    ا
ل  ر وع           ام  و ا    ڈ

۔       
ان  دوس  ا ت ڈا  ت و  ا ا ون  

ب س   ان  ا ر ا  آر اوز/ا

دوس  ت ڈا  ت و  ا ا ون   ا   ) وز د  (اے   م آ ا
ط اور      ان   ام  آ   ر ا ان    ا
د    وغ اور   ورت د         ز     
ن    ا  ، د   ا    ت   و   در اور 
ں  ۔ وه  وزار ں  ر   و  ان  ا       ر ا
۔  ب  ر  س   ان  ا ر ا م د وا  آر اوز/ا ا ر   ا
ر  وس ا  ر  ل ا ، ڈا  ت ا درا ت و  ي ا س   ا
ان  ن اور د ا ، ڈي  آ     ر آ را   س،  ا
ن  ان    د   دوس  ا ون  ڈا  ا   ۔ وز   
ا اور   ، ں  ر   و  ں  ا       ا   آپ 
ح  ام   ں     ۔ ا ں  م د  ري   ا ں  د  ا ذ دار  
ا     ، از  ا   ر ا ت   ا د  ا   ا و 
غ  دور   ده دور ا  ، ورت  ں   آ  و  ا      

ب  ا     م  آ   وں    م  ن  ا  آر  ز ا ان   ، م     ادا   ا  ر  
ن     د   ان  ا  ) وز د (اے   م آ ا
وض   ، ا    ؤں   ر     ا  ت و و
،   ادا   ا   ں  آزادي   
وں      ا     ، م   ر  
 ، س  را ا ت   ے،    اور    ادا 
ں  ز    ، ي آ  و   ت   ا  ا
م         ، ن اور  و آ ر  آ
رڈ آف ر  رل  ں  ں     ر ا ت  ا ۔ ان 
ت   م  آ اور ا وں    م   ز ا
ا  ۔ وز ب    ه    ا  
رڈ آف ر  رل   ، ا  ا ڈا  ا    
ؤں      وں ر ي اور     ز
ي،  ر ز ر   ي ا ا  ۔ اس   و وز  ب 
ن   زاق داؤد،  ا رت  ا  ا    وز
ان،    دوس  ا ت ڈا  ت و  ا ا
ف   ر    رڈ ز  اور  ا ري 
ش  وں   ادري   ا    ۔ وز د   
وں   وں   آ     آج   اور 
روں   رو ۔   ش آ  ه  ن   وا  در
ں    ں۔ ا ن  ت آ      ان  
ن  و  ت   ا ر  آ    وا ا رو  
ده  ، 60ء د     ر 28 در   
، اس    د   ا   دے ر 
ر  رو ده  ،    ز ت     ا    ا
ر  ري آ  اس  دو   اور      اور  

ت   و  د   ه      اور 
ں  وں اور   ں       ۔ ا  ا  
د  ي   م     ل       
ا  ت د   ت و  ے  و اور     ،
ل    د      اس  ا ے   
، ا   د    وه  د     م  ا  و  
ں    اس  و  ۔ ا م  و   د  ان 
ار   ح ز  ں   د ان       
ں  ا    ا ۔ وز ں   م     اور 
ا آ  وڑ  وز ؤس   30  35  ا   وز
ں     ا    ۔ ا وڑ رو     35  
ا     ں، آج وز د ا  چ  ں اور ا  ر 
 ، ي   ا    اور     ، آ  
ں   10 ا ري دوروں        
ں   اور ا            
ده  اور   ، چ    ن و    ري 
ا      ۔ وز ت     ا ج  ا ا
ري    ، ھ      د   آ  
ں     ل     اس       
، ا  ر   چ   د  ادا   ں  
وم  ور اور  وري      م    ادا 
د  و ت       ، ر  ح   در ت  
ام  190 ارب رو  و س  ح  ا ت    
ي ر  ور   ا  ، د        
وں  زور د   وں   ا   ۔ وز چ  

د د  ا    ؤں   ، اس  ا   آپ  ا  
   ، ر     وض   آزاد   
م  ت اور  ں  د  وه  ے   ؤں    ا 
وں   ن  دو ا       ۔ وز   
، آزاد    زه آج   ر    اور اس  
ا   ے۔ وز رے  د  ت  ا وري   وه ا ا

، اس    س  ت  ا       ا 
،   ا   ت  ر  ا ي  ا   
ر  ر   ڈا    رو   ا   و 
ل   ر ء     اب  ي ا    درآ
ت         ا ،  ا ي آ 
ن  ں  ز  آ ں     ۔ ا د  آ 

رے     ل     ، اور  و آ ر 
ام       ، ا  رے      
ں       ۔ ا ب    ان     
 ، ت   د   م  وں   ، اس    ر 
ت     م  ،  آپ   ر  رے  آپ 

۔ و دور   ر  راه   ر رو اور 

ں       د     آ
،  ا ا وري  ل     

ا    ا    ) وز د  (اے   م آ ا
ك   د   اں اور آ ل  د  ا ا     
ں  ڑ  ، وري  ل       ، ں       
ں    ر ا ت  ا ۔ ان  ن      
س    زار ا ك و    ا ب  ا  ا 
ا    س   و وزارت    وز ۔ ا  
س  ا۔ ا ارت   ا    ا ا  ز 
س  ۔ ا ر  ت  ا ادري اور د اداروں  ا  ري  رو  

ا      اس        و    وز
ت   را  اس  را   ،     ( دي را  (اي   ا
، اس  ذر  ن    ں    ڑ   
ں       ۔ ا آ  ا  ڈا     
اں  ل  د ن    اور        
ر   ، ا   ں      د      اور آ
ر  اس     ري  ر    ، ح    ك ر  ا  ا

۔ وري  ل       ،

ي  : ڈا رف  وري   م  ل  ں  ا   ا  
ں      ج  ل   وارڈز  دوره  اور ز  اه  ي   ن اول    ر   

ا  ي      رف  ر  ڈا   ( د  (اے   م آ ا
ورت  زور  م   ل   ں  500   ا    
ں  ا       د  د     
اد   ں     ج   آ وا    
، اس    ده  ں   ز ري   ،     ا 
ٹ آف  ۔    ا  ں  ت   ا س اور  ا ا
ت   وں      ا  دوره     

ر  ں  ا    ر     اس دوره  ا   
ں   ۔ ا     د  اور  ا    
ت     ں   اور   ل   ل  ر    
ں  ا آ  ر     ا اب   ال   ۔ ا 
ت     ك وا    ا   آ وا  ا
ل ا    دي  ۔  ن      ا  
ر  ۔  ز   وا    ا آ  ا  70 ا

ل   وارڈز   اه  ي   ن اول      
ں   ۔ اس   ا ں     ج  دوره  اور ز 
ں    در  اور اس  ں   آ وا  
وري  ت اور د  ت      ان   ا  ادو
ر      ا  ۔  ل        
س  ، اس    ده  ں   ز ري  ا    

۔ ورت  ت    ا اور  ا ا

دات    زور روں    ر ر   وز 
  : ر   ر  ء     ا ا ا

د     ه  ر  ) وز د  (اے   م آ ا
ر   ر  ء     ا ا   ا
ر     ري  ت  ،   اور  
روں   ر ، اس     ر    
ري ذ داري    دات     ن  
ر   ں    وزارِت  را ت  ا ۔ ان 
رس     ڈ ڈ  39 و ا
 ، ر ي  ۔    ب     
ام  و ڈ ڈ  ، 39 و ا ر   
ں      ۔ ا ءاور د     
ت  اس       ا 
ء  رس   ، 39 و ڈ   ر 
د    ر رس    د     
ء  رس   ں         ں۔ ا
ا  اور  ٹ،  ر،       
ت  ن  ا  اور   ادر    اور 
ر    ں  اس   ا ۔ ا وا  رف   
ت     اور  ا اداروں   
از   دات   ا ر  ن   اور  آپ  
ں  ا   ۔ ا و   آ    
ا  روں    ر ن اور      ا
ري  ا  رت  پ  آپ      ور
ں     ۔ ا ز      آ   ر
ون     ل  د   اداروں  
روں  ر  ، ون    دات    
ا  ا  اور ا   اس  ا    دوره  
ں   ا ز    ں  ۔ ا  
ر  ۔ وز  اور        ر
ء     ب     ا  ا 
ت  ،   اور   ر  ر   ا ا
   ، ر       ر  ري 
ي ذ داري   روں   ر     
دات     ن   رت     ،  
و ڈ   ۔       آپ  
و¿ں   وا   آپ   پ    ور
ں    آپ    اب  ۔ ا  
م ر ر   آپ    ري   رت   

ں آپ  د    ز     ا  دور  آ
ت ذ   ں   آپ    ز  دا 
ں     ۔ ا ر   آپ    ر 
ا  ء  ا ،ا ي      اس 
۔     ر       ا ا
ا  ۔  ا  ر  ا  ن      
ده   ا  ا ر   ا   ان  ك 
ر    ۔ وز    اور      
ن   ل   ر ر اس   رت  رے   
ر   و  ں   آ    ا  
ر  ں رو  ده  ۔     ز ر 
دي  ك ا ا اور  ں      ۔ ا
رت،  ۔   ل  آ       ا
اد    دي ا وغ  ا ا ا اور روا  
ري   رت  ں    روا  ۔ ا    
ك  رت     ري اور     
ر  ا ا ري اور  ا رت  ں     ۔ ا   
ري    ر  ر   رت  ۔ آج   وم  زم و 
ا اور   ا  ،  ا  ،   
ں    آپ  روا  ۔ ا ري     رت 
ے اور      ، ري    رت 
ر  ن   س     آپ  و  د
ں۔ آپ    ر  ح  ري  ع      د
۔   و      ا اور آپ  
ا   وس ا    رن  ن    ا
ري  ت    ۔ ا     ا ر 
۔   آپ          
وس ا  و     رن  ا ا   ا 
ر      ۔ وز  ري  م    وآرا  
روں  ر ح   وس ا ا  رن     
۔ آپ  ں ر  ا        
ن     ذ  ر     
ے  اور    ن   ر    
۔ آپ       آپ   ه  ا ام  
ن اور  د   ۔ آپ   و     
م     دار ادا   آپ  اس  ن    در

۔ م   از     ا

ري  2020  ره : 263    21   ،10 :

ر  ت،  وز دا  ا و  
د  ت   ر    اور دا ا

ل  
ز ا  ) وز دا  (ر) ا د  (اے   م آ ا
رروا    ي  ات اور  و ه     د
ات       و ي د رٹ اور د 
ر          ا اور   
م   ں    ر ا ت  ا ۔   ان    
ر ا و  رو آف  و و ا ا ر  ا وز 
ل  اور  ں  ا   ت  دوران    
ت  ۔  ت  اه وزارت دا  ان   و  
ل  د  ت   ر    ر اور دا ا  
ت   ت  دوران ز  آ وا  ۔   
ں   ون    ر        
ت     وز  ۔ اس    ز   
ه             ز ا  دا ا
ه    ا و    ۔       
ں   ۔ ا ا  ون   ن      
ود و  ا      اور    
۔ ا  وا      اس   درآ 
و    اس        ا  
ر       آ وا  م اور  
ه   ز ا  ۔ وز دا ا ا   و    

۔  م  اس   

مد کرنے کی منظوری دیدی
ٓ
اقتصادی رابطہ کمیٹی نے 3 الکھ ٹن گندم درا

د  ہ   ذ م        ا س      ب اور   ،               ر رہ    ہ  ہ  آ       م   
 ( دي را  (اي   )   ا د  (اے   م آ ا
۔   ري دے دي  م درآ        
ا  ا  س   وز ا    دي را   ا  ا
س   ا۔ ا ارت   ا   ز  ت ڈا  و 
ري دي      15 م درآ       3
م درآ  رچ  3    وري        31 
م     س     ۔ ا       
ري  م  ب اور   ا ذ        
ب   س      اور  ۔ ا ا     
دي را    ۔ ا د  م  س اس و 41   
ري 400 رو  د    ا    د   روں   
۔  ري  دے دي  ٹ د    آ ڈي    
ري  اب 405 رو  د    دي را       ا
ا  ۔ اي    وزارت     5 رو     
ور    ذر 200 ا   ن)  در ور ڈو )
ور     ي۔  زت د ارب رو    ا
ض  ں   ز  ا ز/ ف   ڈ   ذر 
ت   ز  وا م  ڈ ه ر ۔   ے  ري   II ك

س  ۔ ا ل     ادا   ا
ري  ر  ورن  ا      وزارت 
س  ۔ ا ري دي  ر       
ار        5     
س    ۔ ا ري دي  رٹ   د  ر
رت   ا        5  
ل      ر  ري    ق  اس  ا
ل 21-2020ء      ا  
ؤ  س     ۔ ا    
ا    96.652  رو    
ي   س    ۔ ا ري دي   
رے    ي د م   ر   و
ري  ا    15  رو    
ه  ا    ام  س  ا ۔ ا دي 
روں  ا ر   آر  ل  وا  م  
ؤ    458  رو     ا
ا   ۔ اس  ري دي  ا    

۔ ا   وزارت دا  در
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Evolving global challenges

Pakistan remains committed to 
regional peace, stability: FM
Foreign Minister Qureshi highlights contours of vibrant foreign policy

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
 ISLAMABAD

Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi says Pakistan remains 
committed to its core objective of 
promoting peace and stability in 
the region. In a tweet, he said he 
visited Iran, Saudi Arabia, Oman, 
United States and Qatar on the di-
rectives of Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, and held constructive en-
gagements with his counterparts 
on efforts to defuse tensions and 
promote peace in the Middle East.

The Foreign Minister said dur-
ing his talks with UN Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres in New 
York, he underlined the critical 
importance of International com-
munity’s continued attention to 
the sufferings of Kashmiris under 
Indian occupation. The Foreign 
Minister also called for resolving 
the Kashmir dispute in lines with 
the UN Security Council’s resolu-
tions, and aspirations of the peo-
ple of Kashmir.

Foreign Minister Makhdoom 

Shah Mahmood Qureshi Monday 
highlighted the importance of a 
dynamic foreign policy which 
must capitalize on the complex 
changes taking place on the 
world map, possessing immense 
opportunities and challenges. 
Addressing at the graduation 
ceremony of 39th specialized dip-
lomatic course here, the foreign 
minister said that contemporary 
diplomacy had become extremely 
complex and challenging in the 
present age.

This complexity has intensified 
with the rise of new powers and 
the resurgence of the old. New 
alignments are taking place. Asia 
is becoming pivotal of global 
politics. The resultant competi-
tion between the new and old 
powerhouses poses challenges 
for Pakistan’s foreign policy, he 
added. 

A total of 23 officers completed 
their training at the Foreign 
Office Service Academy. Foreign 
Secretary Sohail Mahmood, 

Director General Foreign Service 
Academy, Aftab Ahmad Khokhar, 
officers of the foreign office, for-
mer diplomats, the participants of 
the course and their families also 
attended the ceremony.

The foreign minister further 
said that emerging world order 
also offered immense new op-
portunities for Pakistan. He said 
their diplomats had a heavy re-
sponsibility to respond to these 
developments by representing 
Pakistan in the best possible 
manner and by protecting their 
national interests at the interna-
tional arena.

Felicitating the graduating offic-
ers on their successful training, 
he said Pakistan would continue 
to be represented in the tradition 
of excellence. The diplomats, he 
said, must understand the oppor-
tunities and challenges afforded 
by evolving global landscape. He 
said that they would be the face 
of Pakistan and would act as the 
bridge between Pakistan and the 

international community.
“You all are the future of 

Pakistan. Always remember 
that you represent a democratic 
Pakistan, where we are all ac-
countable to the Pakistani people. 
Never forget that you are public 
servants first and foremost. Be 
prepared to serve the nation 
to the best of your abilities.” 
Expressing his full confidence 
in the Foreign Office to safe-
guard and promote interests of 
Pakistan, he told the graduating 
officers that they had joined the 
Foreign Ministry, which was the 
premier institution of Pakistan.

Qureshi said it would be the be-
ginning of a new journey in their 
career which entailed a transition 
from the realm of theory to the 
arena of a challenging profes-
sional environment. The minis-
ter opined that they depended 
on the team of the finest officers 
at the ministry to be ready for the 
gigantic transformations taking 
place in their own region.

Emerging 
world order 
also offered 

immense new 
opportunities for 

Pakistan: FM

Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi while addressing at Graduation ceremony of 39th Specialized Diplomatic Course at Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs, Islamabad on Monday. Photo: PID

 Sea-Guardian 2020

Naval exercise reflects 
unshakable Pak-China 
friendship: China Military

BEIJING

The recently concluded Pak-China joint 
naval exercise ‘Sea Guardian’ demon-
strated to the world the unshakable 
traditional friendship between two 
all-weather friends and strategic coop-
erative partners, according to an article 
published by ‘China Military’ the PLA’s 
only official English-language news 
website.

The nine-day bilateral naval exercise 
code-named Sea Guardians-2020 held 
near Karachi was the 6th bilateral naval 
exercise between China and Pakistan. 
Based on multiple practical exchanges, 
the two navies have developed a set 
of methods of organizing and carrying 
out joint exercises on the sea, and their 
capability of organizing and command-
ing joint maritime operations has been 
greatly improved, with a high level of 
coordination in commanding, commu-
nication, tactical moves and fire attacks.

The exercise included both traditional 
and non-traditional subjects. In addition 
to discussions, exchanges and demon-
stration during port training, there are 
up to 16 subjects in the maritime drill 
phase, featuring the largest number, 
widest coverage and fastest pace of all 
bilateral joint exercises over the years.

Aiming to enhance the Chinese and 
Pakistani militaries’ capability of jointly 
coping with maritime terrorism and 
crimes, the joint exercise designed re-
alistic subjects commensurate with the 
weapon and equipment performance 
and technical and tactical level of the 
two navies. Participating troops of both 
sides credited the exercise for improving 
their training effects and methods.

Ten vessels of various types with 
the total tonnage of over 55,000 tons 
were mobilized in the joint exercise, 
but they differed widely in technical 
performance. Meanwhile, the Chinese 
and Pakistani participating officers and 

soldiers faced other difficulties such as 
language barriers, unsmooth commu-
nication and poor meteorological and 
sea conditions.

However, they made rigorous prepa-
rations and coped with the obstacles 
flexibly, not only accomplishing several 
highly demanding subjects, but also en-
suring the security and success of the 
exercise in general. Both the Chinese 
and Pakistani sides demonstrated com-
plete trust during the exercise, and all 
services, contingents, disciplines and 
departments of the participating troops 
held discussions and exchanges in a con-
fident and candid way.

They also boarded their counterpart 
vessels to observe their tactics and pres-
entation, assigned observers to partici-
pate in each other’s vessel exercises, and 
exchanged weapons for shooting experi-
ence. During the exercise, Chinese and 
Pakistani soldiers had friendly basket-
ball, football and tug of war competi-
tions, organized deck receptions, and 
presented souvenirs to each other.

The Chinese participating troops 
received warm welcome from the 
Pakistani host, and were invited to visit 
the Mazar-e-Quaid, otherwise known 
as the National Mausoleum, the tomb 
of the founder of Pakistan, Muhammad 
Ali Jannah, military museum, naval mu-
seum, and so on. Before the exercise, the 
Chinese Ministry of National Defense 
held a press conference to announce the 
dates and contents; and both sides pro-
actively released exercise information 
and progress while it was in process.

When the participating vessels 
berthed at the port for rest and re-
plenishment, the Chinese side invited 
military officers, government officials, 
overseas Chinese and representatives 
of Chinese organizations in Pakistan to 
visit their vessels and take photos while 
onboard.

Signs of stabilization

IMF cuts 
global growth 
projection

DAVOS

The International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) cut global growth projections on 
Monday, citing negative surprises in a 
few emerging markets, notably in India, 
and increased social unrest, but added 
that global growth may be bottoming 
out. Global economic growth is now 
projected to rise from an estimated 2.9 
percent in 2019 to 3.3 percent in 2020 
and 3.4 percent for 2021 -- a down-
ward revision of 0.1 percentage point 
for 2019 and 2020, and 0.2 percentage 
point for 2021, compared to those 
published in the IMF’s October World 
Economic Outlook.

Trade policy uncertainty, geopolitical 
tensions and idiosyncratic stress in key 
emerging market economies continued 
to weigh on global economic activity 
especially manufacturing and trade in 
the second half of 2019, the IMF said. 
Intensifying social unrest in several 
countries posed new challenges, as did 
weather-related disasters from hur-
ricanes in the Caribbean to drought and 
bushfires in Australia, floods in eastern 
Africa and drought in southern Africa, 
according to the IMF.

Despite these headwinds, some 
indications emerged toward year-end 
that global growth may be bottoming 
out, the IMF said. Moreover, monetary 
policy easing continued into the second 
half of 2019 in several economies. 
Adding to the substantial support the 
easing provided earlier in 2019, its 
lagged effects should help global activ-
ity recover in early 2020, it noted. A few 
signs of turning points are yet visible 
in global macroeconomic data, stated 
the IMF.

Oil jumps as unrest hits Libya, Iraq

SHANGHAI/HONG KONG/ PARIS

Oil jumped as rising tension in the 
Middle East and North Africa halted 
output and exports from key Opec pro-
ducers Iraq and Libya. Futures in New 
York and London rose more than 1.5 
per cent.

Iraq temporarily stopped output at an 
oil field on Sunday and supply from a 
second site is at risk as widespread un-
rest escalates in Opec’s second-biggest 
producer. In Libya, National Oil Corp de-
clared force majeure after Commander 
Khalifa Haftar blocked exports at ports 
under his control.

On the eve of an international summit 

in Berlin on Sunday, Haftar followed 
through on months of private warn-
ings and crippled Libya’s oil supplies 
by shutting down half of production. 
That was less than a week after he had 
walked out of talks in Moscow aimed at 
a durable cease-fire in Libya’s increas-
ingly intractable civil war.

While political unrest has simmered in 
Libya as competing forces tussle for con-
trol of the country, the spotlight is back 
on Iraq after tension earlier this month 
between Iran and the US led to specu-
lation the conflict may spillover and 
entangle the Opec producer. Iraqi sup-
plies are “potentially vulnerable” amid 

rising political risks in the country and 
the broader region, the International 
Energy Agency said last week.

West Texas Intermediate for February 
delivery climbed as much as US$1.19, 
or 2 per cent, to US$59.73 a barrel on 
the New York Mercantile Exchange 
and traded at US$59.27 as of 8:02am 
Singapore time. The contract fell 0.9 
per cent last week. Brent for March 
settlement added as much as US$1.15, 
or 1.8 per cent, to US$66 a barrel on 
the London-based ICE Futures Europe 
Exchange. The global benchmark crude 
traded at a US$6.29 premium to WTI for 
the same month.

Wells, Shah discuss 
regional security

US looks to strengthen 
ties with Pakistan: Wells

ISLAMABAD

Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of State for South and Central Asian 
Affairs Alice Wells on Monday met 
Interior Minister Ijaz Shah here on 
Monday. During the meeting, mat-
ters pertaining to regional and na-
tional security situation came under 
discussion.

Speaking on the occasion, Ijaz Shah 
said that the matter of illegal Pakistani 
immigrants residing in the United 
States has been discussed extensively 
and is near resolution.

Wells said that the United States 
government appreciates the efforts 
being made by the Pakistani gov-
ernment in high regard and looks to 
strengthen ties. We are trying to for-
mulate a workable, stable method of 
verifying passports and other related 
documents of people travelling from 
Pakistan to the United States, said 
Alice Wells.

Cases resolved in the months of 
November, December and January 
have already been sent to the 
American Embassy. The interior min-
ister said that the matter of illegal 
Pakistani immigrants residing in the 
United States has been discussed ex-
tensively and is near resolution..

Pak team lands in Beijing for talks with FATF
BEIJING: A Pakistani delegation, headed by Minister for Economic Affairs 
Hammad Azhar, has arrived in China’s capital to hold talks with the Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF) Working Group. The important three-day face-to-face 
talks with the global money laundering and terror financing watchdog will com-
mence from today and will continue until day after tomorrow. The delegation 
comprises representatives of the Foreign Ministry, Interior Ministry, State Bank 
of Pakistan (SBP), Customs, National Counter Terrorism Authority (NACTA) and 
Financial Monitoring Unit (FMU). Sources say Pakistan has already launched 
efforts, including contacting FATF member countries, to get off the watchdog’s 
grey list. Islamabad had sent a 650-page review report to the FATF on January 8 
in response to 150 questions raised by the watchdog. The Pakistani delegation 
would put forward details about the measures the country has thus far taken 
from Oct onward in light of the recommendations of the FATF Action Plan.

Federal Minister for Interior Brig (R) Ijaz Ahmad Shah presenting a 

shield  to US Ambassador H.E Alice Wells in Islamabad on Monday. 
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