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Listen, do not question 
your abilities. Dare to do 
what you want to do and 
realize that you can do it.

Chief Executive Officer Of Engie                
Isabelle Kocher

PM Khan orders more facilities 
to banks, overseas Pakistanis
India heading towards racial supremacist ideology: PM

ISLAMABAD

 Prime Minister Imran Khan has 
directed the government’s economic 
team to provide more facilities to 
banks for the promotion of remit-
tance and concessions to overseas 
Pakistanis.

PM Imran Khan issued the direc-
tives, while chairing a  session of 
economic team here on Thursday, to 
review overall financial situation and 
economic affairs of the country.

The economic team headed by the 
premier took a review of the govern-
ment’s latest steps for expediting 
the revival process of the national 
economy.

He said that the government wants 
to provide every possible facility to 
the overseas Pakistanis to send their 
incomes to their relatives in Pakistan 
through legal channels so that the 
country’s economy gets strengthened.

The premier was given a briefing 
over strategies for creating jobs for 
skilful nationals and youths. He was 
informed regarding the promotion 
of the construction sector and is-
sues being faced by builders. Later, 
PM Khan directed the chairman of 
the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) 
to ensure resolution of fair issues of 
builders and constructors on priority 
basis.

He said that approximately 40 indus-
tries are linked with the construction 

sector and it is possible to create job 
opportunities through promoting it. 
It is the federal government’s priority 
to remove hurdles of the sector. The 
premier directed for utilising govern-
ment land for the construction of Naya 
Pakistan housing scheme.

During the meeting, PM Imran Khan 
said that overseas Pakistanis are as-
sets of the country and facilities must 
be given to them for easy transfer of 

funds. He ordered provision of con-
cessions to the nationals residing in 
foreign countries who showed will-
ingness to strengthen the national 
economy.

A committee has been established 
comprising representatives of the 
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), Abdul 
Hafeez Shaikh, Zulfiqar Bukhari, 
Shaukat Tareen and finance secre-
tary to finalise recommendations for 

concession package. A special briefing 
was also given over the establishment 
of e-gateway for electronic payments. 
He also directed to provide facilities to 
banks in order to promote remittance.

Prime Minister Imran Khan on 
Thursday shared on social media the 
‘prophetic words’ of renowned Indian 
author and journalist Khushwant 
Singh “who foresaw where India was 
headed with its racial supremacist 

ideology”.
The prime minister took to Twitter 

to share the excerpts from the 
book ‘The End of India’ written by 
Khushwant Singh in 2003, a year after 
the Gujarat riots, where a number of 
Muslims were killed.

After the passage of controversial 
Citizenship Amendment Bill in India 
this month that aims at margin-
alization of minorities particularly 
Muslims, Imran Khan shared the 
words of Singh, who being an Indian 
citizen rightly foresaw the lurking 
threat of racism many years ago.

Khushwant Singh wrote: “Every 
fascist regime needs communities 
and groups it can demonize in order 
to thrive. It starts with one group or 
two. But it never ends there. A move-
ment built on hate can only sustain 
itself by continually creating fear and 
strife. Those of us today who feel se-
cured because we are not Muslims or 
Christians are living in a fool’s para-
dise. The Sangh is already targeting 
Leftist historians and Westernized 
youth.

Tomorrow it will turn its hate on 
women who wear skirts, people who 
eat meat, drink liquor, watch foreign 
films, don’t go on annual pilgrimage 
to temples, use toothpaste instead of 
Danthmanjan, prefer allopathic doc-
tors to vaids, kiss or shake hands in 
greeting instead of shouting ‘Jai Sri 

Pakistan ready to 
respond to Indian 
misadventure: 
DG ISPR

ISLAMABAD

 Director General, Inter-Services Public Relations 
(ISPR) Major General Asif Ghafoor said that Pakistan 
armed forces shall befittingly respond to any Indian 
misadventure or aggression.

Provocative statements and preparations for escala-
tion along Line of Control (LOC) by Indian Chief of Army 
Staff (COAS) appear to be an effort as usual to divert 
world attention from wide spread protests in India 
against CAB. Pakistan Armed Forces shall befittingly 
respond to any Indian misadventure or aggression.

In a tweet on Thursday, he said provocative statements 
and preparations for escalation along Line of Control 
by Indian COAS appear to be an effort as usual to di-
vert world attention from widespread protests in India 
against Citizenship Amendment Bill.

Separately in a press conference after the special court 
issued detailed verdict regarding Pervez Musharraf, DG 
ISPR Major General Asif Ghafoor  said that the detailed 
verdict on former military ruler Gen (retd) Pervez 
Musharraf has proven their ‘fears true’.

The DG ISPR said that the words used in the verdict 
are beneath  any civil discourse. He said that has said 
that Pakistan army has restored peace in the country 
after rendering matchless sacrifices and it would not 
allow anyone to spread anarchy in the motherland.

He said that all internal and external enemies of 
Pakistan will not succeed in their malicious intentions.

“The nation should keep faith in Pak Army, no one 
would be allowed to create chaos in the country,” vowed 
DG ISPR. Pak army’s spokesperson said that Prime 
Minister Imran Khan and COAS Bajwa had spoken in 
detail over the verdict.

Oil prices surf near 3-month highs
LONDON/ SINGAPORE/NEW YORK

 Oil prices remained in touching dis-
tance of three-month peaks on Thursday, 
extending a robust streak that began a 
week ago, after data showed U.S. crude 
inventories had dropped while output 
cuts by major producers kept supply 
snug.

Brent crude futures edged down 1 cent 
to $66.16 a barrel by 0224 GMT, while 
U.S. West Texas Intermediate (WTI) 
crude fell 3 cents to $60.90. Trading 
volume was thin, with not even news of 
President Donald Trump’s impeachment 
by the U.S. House of Representatives stir-
ring the oil market.

According to weekly data released by 
the Energy Information Administration 
on Wednesday, U.S. crude inventories 
dropped 1.1 million barrels in the week 
to Dec. 13, while gasoline and distillates 
stockpiles rose.

“We’re near the top of trading ranges 
for both Brent and WTI so it’s interesting 
to see them holding here,” said Michael 
McCarthy, chief market analyst at CMC 
Markets in Sydney.

Oil prices hovered near three-month 
peaks, buoyed by falling US crude in-
ventories and thawing trade relations 
between the United States and China.

Brent crude futures edged up $0.1 to 
$66.27 a barrel by 0957 GMT, heading 
for a sixth straight day of gains if prices 
on Thursday end in positive territory. US 
West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude 
gained $0.06 to $60.99 a barrel.

Trading volume was thin before the 
Christmas holiday with news of President 

Donald Trump’s impeachment by the US 
House of Representatives failing to stir 
the oil market.

A resilient performance in the coming 
two weeks will flip the monthly techni-
cal picture unreservedly positive for 
next year, PVM oil market analysts said, 
although they added prices were still 
likely to be volatile.

Oil prices are on track for a third con-
secutive weekly rise, surfing momentum 
from this month’s announcements about 

deeper output cuts by major crude pro-
ducers and the phase one deal between 
Washington and China that has eased 
trade tensions.

The deal between the world’s two larg-
est economies has improved the global 
economic outlook, lifting prospects for 
higher energy demand next year and 
underpinning oil prices.

In a further sign of thawing relations, 
China’s finance ministry on Thursday 
published a new list of six US products 
that will be exempt from tariffs starting 
December 26.

A week earlier, the Organisation of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
and non-OPEC producers such as Russia 
agreed to deepen production cuts by a 
further 500,000 barrels per day (bpd) 
from January 1 on top of previous reduc-
tions of 1.2 million bpd.

Offering a further lift to oil prices, 
weekly data from the Energy Information 
Administration showed US crude inven-
tories dropped 1.1 million barrels in the 
week to December 13, while gasoline and 
distillate stockpiles rose.

China announces new 
tariff exemptions for US 
chemical, oil products

SINGAPORE/BEIJING

 China on Thursday unveiled a new 
list of import tariff exemptions for six 
chemical and oil products from the 
United States, days after the world’s two 
largest economies announced a Phase 1 
trade deal.

The exemptions will be for one year 
from Dec. 26, the Finance Ministry 
said, without providing a value for the 
imports excluded from duties. Duties 
already imposed on US products would 
not be refunded, the ministry added.

The tariff waivers will apply to four 
chemical products, such as metallocene 
high-density polyethylene (HDPE) and 
a special grade of linear low-density 
polyethylene (LLDPE), and refined oil 
products that include white oil and food-
grade petroleum wax.

Kelly Cui, principal analyst with con-
sultancy Wood Mackenzie, said the 
exemptions on the chemical products 
would benefit companies such as Dow 
Chemical Co, Exxon Mobil Corp and 
Chevron Phillips Chemical Co, which 
have since 2017 been adding shale-
based ethylene production facilities 
and targeting China as the prime export 
market.

Cui also pointed out that the listed 
products, metallocene HDPE and LLDPE, 

were high-end special grade plastic raw 
materials used for packaging and pipes. 
China is the world’s largest importer of 
polyethylene.

The exemptions could see China re-
sume buying more HDPE and LLDPE 
from the US, reversing the trade flow, as 
the US supplies have been diverted to 
Latin America and Europe while China 
has been importing mostly from the 
Middle East, said Cui.

In 2018, China imported some 6.86 
million tonnes of HDPE and 4.46 mil-
lion tonnes of LLDPE, according to Cui, 
who cited Chinese customs data. The 
data does not provide a breakdown for 
different grades of each polymer.

Key WB logistics ranking:

Saudi Arabia jumps 72 
global positions

LONDON

Saudi Arabia has been ranked as the 
world’s top ease of doing business im-
prover by the World Bank Group’s Doing 
Business 2020 report.

The Kingdom jumped 72 global posi-
tions in “Trading Across Borders” meas-
ure — an indicator which compares the 
time and cost of exporting and importing 
goods.

The reforms included reducing customs 
clearance from seven to ten days to 24 
hours, the reduction of the manual inspec-
tion rate at customs from 89 percent to 48 
percent, and the reduction of the number 
of documents required to import from 12 
to 2 and to export from 8 to 2.

The recognition of Saudi Arabia’s pro-
gress by the World Bank confirms our 
sustained efforts to drive efficiency and 

competitiveness in the country’s logistics 
sector, said Saleh bin Nasser Al-Jasser, 
transport minister and Saudi Logistics 
Hub chairman. The Saudi Logistics Hub 
is now inviting foreign investors and busi-
ness partners to join our ambitious jour-
ney to consolidate Saudi Arabia’s status as 
a leading logistics hub.

Earlier this year, the Saudi Logistics 
Hub unveiled a $35 billion spending plan 
to transform the Kingdom into a global 
logistics center.

The Saudi Logistics Hub is currently 
on a two-month global roadshow, with 
a final stop in Germany in January 2020, 
which aims to promote investment op-
portunities in Saudi Arabia’s logistics 
industry. It also took in the UAE, Jordan, 
Egypt, China, Japan, Singapore, India, and 
Germany.

More time required to 
reduce interest rate: 
SBP governor

FAISALABAD

 The governor of the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), 
Dr Reza Baqir, has hinted that more time will be re-
quired for making a reduction in the interest rate of 
the country.

Reza Baqir, while addressing an event of the central 
bank in Faisalabad, however, said that improvements 
are being witnessed in the stock market but it will take 
more time to reduce the interest rate.

He said that people have raised concerns over increas-
ing US dollar rates. He added that the current interest 
rate is standing at 13.25 per cent which had been main-
tained at 17  to 18 per cent in past. The governor reit-
erated that it is the top priority of the central bank to 
cooperate with exports.

On December 14, Reza Baqir had said that the coun-
try’s foreign reserves are increasing, today’s situation 
is far better as compared to the past. Speaking to jour-
nalists after attending a seminar in Karachi, Reza Baqir 
said people are now taking interest in saving.” Masses 
have changed their currency accounts into savings”, he 
continued.

The SBP governor said the economic situation of the 
country is improving with every passing day, the deci-
sion to change exchange rate now paying fruits.

Foreign exchange:

SBP reserves hit 19-month 
high, surpass $10bn mark

KARACHI

 Government’s efforts to boost 
the foreign exchange reserves have 
borne fruit as the reserves held by 
the central bank have shot up to 
a 19-month high, surpassing the 
$10-billion mark.

The foreign exchange reserves 
held by the central bank increased 
18% on a weekly basis, according 
to data released by the State Bank 
of Pakistan (SBP) on Thursday.

Earlier, the reserves had spi-
ralled downwards, falling below 
the $7-billion mark, which raised 
concern over Pakistan’s ability to 
meet its financing requirements. 
However, inflows from friendly 
countries and multilateral institu-
tions helped shore up the reserves.

On December 13, the foreign 
currency reserves held by the SBP 
were recorded at $10,892.9 million, 
up $1,659.3 million compared with 
$9,233.6 million in the previous 
week. According to SBP data, such 
levels were last seen in May 2018.

“This increase is attributed to 
multilateral and other official in-
flows including the $1.3 billion re-
ceived from the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB),” said the SBP in a 
statement.

“A major improvement in the 
foreign exchange reserves came 
from a significant contraction 
in the current account deficit,” 
Taurus Securities’ Deputy Head of 
Research Mustafa Mustansir said, 
citing a statement issued by the SBP 
a couple of days ago.

“The bulk of the increase in the 
net reserve buffers is accounted for 
by the continued current account 
improvement,” the SBP reported.

The current account deficit 
dropped 73% to $1.82 billion in 
first five months (Jul-Nov) of the 
current fiscal year compared to 
$6.73 billion in the same period 
of previous year, according to the 
central bank.

Foreign investment in sovereign 
debt instruments like treasury bills 

and Pakistan Investment Bonds 
(PIBs) “accounts for less than one-
fifth of the increase in SBP’s net re-
serve buffers at current levels”, the 
central bank said.

Mustansir added that foreign 
investment in the debt mar-
ket and loans received from the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and ADB also played an important 
role in building up the reserves.

The IMF released the first loan 
tranche of around $1 billion in July. 
Earlier, Pakistan agreed with the 
IMF for a tough loan programme 
of $6 billion in May. The IMF board 
is scheduled to meet on Monday 
to consider the release of second 
tranche of $450 million to Pakistan.

Last week, the SBP also made a 
massive repayment of $1 billion for 
the maturing international Sukuk 
of Pakistan.

Overall, liquid foreign currency 
reserves held by the country, 
including net reserves held by 
banks other than the SBP, stood at 



International Migrants Day

I n December 2000, the United Nations 
General Assembly proclaimed 18th December 
International Migrants Day. On that day in 
1990, the Assembly adopted the International 
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All 

Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families. The 
theme for 2019 is “We Together”.

Throughout human history, migration has been 
a courageous expression of the individual’s will to 
overcome adversity and to live a better life. Today, 
globalization, together with advances in communi-
cations and transportation, has greatly increased 
the number of people, who have the desire and the 
capacity to move to other places.

This new era has created challenges and oppor-
tunities for societies throughout the world. It also 
has served to underscore the clear linkage between 
migration and development, as well as the oppor-
tunities it provides for co-development, that is, the 
concerted improvement of economic and social 
conditions at both origin and destination.

Migration draws increasing attention in the 
world nowadays. Mixed with elements of un-
foreseeability, emergency, and complexity, the 
challenges and difficulties of international migra-
tion require enhanced cooperation and collective 
action among countries and regions. The United 

Nations is actively playing a catalyst role in this 
area, with the aim of creating more dialogues and 
interactions within countries and regions, as well 
as propelling experience exchange and collabora-
tion opportunities.

Since the earliest times, humanity has been on 
the move. Some people move in search of work or 
economic opportunities, to join family, or to study. 
Others move to escape conflict, persecution, terror-
ism, or human rights violations. Still others move in 
response to the adverse effects of climate change, 
natural disasters, or other environmental factors.

Today, more people than ever live in a country 
other than the one in which they were born. In 
2019, the number of migrants globally reached 
an estimated 272 million, 51 million more than in 
2010. International migrants comprise 3.5 per cent 
of the global population. Compared to 2.8 per cent 
in 2000 and 2.3 per cent in 1980, the proportion 
of international migrants in the world population 
has also risen.

While many individuals migrate out of choice, 
many others migrate out of necessity. The num-
ber of globally forcibly displaced people topped 70 
million for the first time in UNHCR’s almost 70 year 
history at the end of 2018. This number includes 
almost 26 million refugees, 3.5 million asylum 
seekers, and over 41 million internally displaced 
persons.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
recognizes for the first time the contribution of mi-
gration to sustainable development. 11 out of the 
17 Sustainable Development Goals contain targets 
and indicators relevant to migration or mobility. 
The Agenda’s core principle is to “leave no one 

behind,” not even migrants.
Established in 1951, IOM is the leading inter-

governmental organization in the field of migra-
tion. IOM works to ensure the orderly and humane 
management of migration, to promote interna-
tional cooperation on migration issues, to assist 
in the search for practical solutions to migration 
problems and to provide humanitarian assistance 
to migrants in need, including refugees and inter-
nally displaced people. In 2016, IOM entered into 
an agreement with the United Nations, becoming 
one of its specialized agencies.

Large-scale movements of refugees and migrants 
affect all UN Member States and they require 
closer cooperation and responsibility-sharing. 
In 2016, the UN General Assembly convened a 
high-level plenary meeting on addressing large 
movements of refugees and migrants. The UN 
Secretary-General prepared the report ‘In Safety 
and Dignity: Addressing Large Movements of 
Refugees and Migrants’ with recommendations 
on the issue.

UN member states adopted a set of commitments, 
known as the New York Declaration for Refugees 
and Migrants, The New York Declaration acknowl-
edges the positive contribution of migrants to sus-
tainable and inclusive development, and commits 
to protecting the safety, dignity and human rights 
and fundamental freedoms of all migrants, regard-
less of their migratory status.

Today in Hist    ry

Toyota unveils upgraded 
version of humanoid robot

TOKYO

Toyota Motor Corp. has un-
veiled an upgraded version of 
its human-shaped T-HR3 robot. 
The robot, which is controlled 
remotely by a person wearing 
a headset and wiring on his or 
her arms and hands, now has 
faster and smoother finger 
movements because the con-
trolling device is lighter and 
easier to use.

Such a robot could, in the 
future, be used to perform sur-
gery in a distant place where 
a doctor cannot travel. It also 
might allow people to feel like they’re par-
ticipating in events they can’t actually at-
tend. In a recent demonstration in Tokyo, a 
person wearing a headset and wiring made 
the robot move in exactly the same way he 
was moving, waving or making dance-like 
movements.

Smaller robots that look like the mas-
cots for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and 
Paralympics were controlled in the same 
way.

Toyota engineer Tomohisa Moridaira said 
human-shaped robots can be controlled 
intuitively because the entire person oper-
ating it has to do is move naturally.

The challenge still lies in securing reli-
able and speedy telecommunications 
connections so that signals are accurately 
relayed from the human to the robot, said 
Moridaira.

The robots were connected by local net-
works in the demonstrations.
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Pak-Qatar relations

Pakistan and Qatar enjoy close, cordial and fraternal ties based on shared 
faith, culture and heritage. On matters pertaining to regional and global 
affairs both countries have always been on the same page. Pakistan 
places considerable importance on its relation with Qatar which is 
based on strong foundations of common faith and culture.  Qatar’s na-

tional day was celebrated on Wednesday. The day marks the unification of Qatar in 
1878 under the leadership of the country’s founder, Sheikh Jassim bin Mohammed 
Al Thani, and since 2007 has been celebrated annually. President Dr. Arif Alvi and 
Prime Minister Imran Khan conveyed their heartiest felicitations to Emir of Qatar 
Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al-Thani and Prime Minister Sheikh Abdullah Bin Naseer 
Bin Khaleefa Al-Thani respectively on the occasion of the National Day of the State 
of Qatar. In their messages, the President and the Prime Minister expressed their 
desires to further strengthen the brotherly relations and mutually beneficial co-
operation between Pakistan and Qatar. Pakistan has an embassy in Doha while 
Qatar maintains an embassy in Islamabad and a consulate-general in Karachi. 
Relations between the two are shaped by Pakistan’s generally close relations with 
the Arab world. Like other nearby Gulf States, there is a large Pakistani commu-
nity in Qatar, which numbers over 55,000. They work in diverse fields and send 
remittances each year. Trade Volume has multiplied between Pakistan and Qatar 
during the recent years.  Major items of export from Pakistan to Qatar include rice, 
leather, textile, rags, cotton yarn, woven fabric and meat. Conversely major items 
of import from Qatar are petroleum, plastic, organic chemicals, and iron. The five 
main mutual sectors of investment are banking, insurance and services sector 
which include tourism, IT, telecommunication, oil and gas. Pakistan’s investment 
in Qatar is mainly in real estate, construction machinery and technical services 
industry. Pakistani Business men and professionals are playing a major role in 
banking, medical and construction sectors of Qatar. Recently an agreement has 
been reached to increase the Number of Pakistani blue collar workers in Qatar to 
100,000. The Government of Qatar and Pakistan intend to widen cooperation in 
economic, defence and political sectors to ensure mutual growth and benefit. There 
is also a need to strengthen these relations through enhanced bilateral economic 
cooperation and boost interaction between the private sectors of both countries.

Support for small farmers

A bout 90 percent of the world’s 570 million farms are small. Most are 
found in the rural areas of the developing world, and are owned and 
operated by families. Many of these small holder family farmers are 
poor and food insecure and have limited access to markets and ser-
vices. Pakistan’s agriculture sector plays a central role in the economy 

as it contributes 24 percent to GDP and absorbs 50 percent of labour force. It is 
also an important source of foreign exchange earnings and stimulates growth in 
other sectors. The government is focusing on supporting small and marginalized 
farmers and promotes small scale innovative technologies to promote growth in 
this sector. According to the 6th Population and Housing Census of Pakistan 2017, 
the country’s population is growing at the rate of 2.4 percent per annum. This rapid 
increase in population is raising demand for agricultural products. The present 
government is focused on developing this sector and in this connection initiated 
a number of measures. Prime Minister Imran Khan has reiterated his commitment to 
facilitating small farmers in increasing their yields, getting fair prices for their crops and 
improving market access. In his message on the Kisan Day on Wednesday, he said we are 
also ensuring small farmers’ access to Sehat Insaf Cards and to educational scholarships 
through Ehsaas programme. The small farmers need support in the education, health and 
marketing sectors. Since the production of the small farmers is limited and it is used for 
their family but they also do not get good price for the extra production due to the role of 
the middle man and their access to the main market.  The government should regulate 
the transactions at the micro level to benefit the farmers and improve their livelihood.  A 
healthy farm economy is especially important to small towns and rural areas and this 
can be achieved by government’s special measures in this regard.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Berlin Wall opened for first time

Taylor’s birthday celebrations nowhere 
close to ending

NEW YORK

The 30th birthday celebrations don’t seem to be 
ending for Taylor Swift as she walked into her studio 
with another surprise waiting for her.

The Woman of the Decade shared her recent most 
birthday celebration with fans on her Instagram ac-
count. Taking to social media, the Lover hit maker, 
showed off the endearing surprise planned by her 
collaborators Jack Antonoff and Laura Sisk. Taylor 
was welcomed in the studio with some big balloons 
and a cake on Wednesday.

The Delicate singer captioned the picture with: 
Walked into the studio to a surprise birthday party 
from these two @jackantonoff & @sharp_stick - it’s 
equally wild and cozy to think it was the three of us 
in a room making a song called Lover here last year.

Taylor did not just have a splendid year but also 
an amazing birthday bash with her friends as the 
Grammy Award winner had shared the pictures 
with the caption: Honestly spending my 30th with 
the fans who have made my life what it is at jingle 
ball, then throwing the most aggressive holiday 
party known to womankind... I just.. seriously feel 
so lucky for you all and will spend forever trying 
to find ways to say thank you. cries in Christmas 
tree.

M ore than two years after the Berlin 
Wall was constructed by East 
Germany to prevent its citizens 
from fleeing its communist regime, 
nearly 4,000 West Berliners are al-

lowed to cross into East Berlin to visit relatives on 
20th December, 1963. Under an agreement reached 
between East and West Berlin, over 170,000 passes 
were eventually issued to West Berlin citizens, each 
pass allowing a one-day visit to communist East 
Berlin.

The day was marked by moments of poignancy and 
propaganda. The construction of the Berlin Wall in August 
1961 separated families and friends. Tears, laughter, and 
other outpourings of emotions characterized the reun-
ions that took place as mothers and fathers, sons and 
daughters met again, if only for a short time. Cold War 
tensions were never far removed from the scene, how-
ever. Loudspeakers in East Berlin greeted visitors with 
the news that they were now in “the capital of the German 
Democratic Republic,” a political division that most West 
Germans refused to accept. Each visitor was also given a 
brochure that explained that the wall was built to “protect 
our borders against the hostile attacks of the imperialists.” 
Decadent western culture, including “Western movies” 
and “gangster stories,” were flooding into East Germany 
before the wall sealed off such dangerous trends. On the 
West Berlin side, many newspapers berated the visitors, 
charging that they were pawns of East German propa-
ganda. Editorials argued that the communists would use 
this shameless ploy to gain West German acceptance of a 
permanent division of Germany.

AI Improves Breast Cancer Risk Prediction
WASHINGTON

A sophisticated type of artificial intelligence (AI) 
can outperform existing models at predicting 
which women are at future risk of breast can-
cer, according to a study published in Radiology.

Most existing breast cancer screening pro-
grams are based on mammography at similar 
time intervals typically, annually or every two 
years for all women. This “one size fits all” ap-
proach is not optimized for cancer detection on 
an individual level and may hamper the effective-
ness of screening programs.

Risk prediction is an important building block 
of an individually adapted screening policy, 
said study lead author Karin Dembrower, MD, 
breast radiologist and PhD candidate from the 
Karolinska Institute in Stockholm, Sweden. 
Effective risk prediction can improve attendance 
and confidence in screening programs.

While high breast density may be incorpo-

rated into risk assessment, current prediction 
models may fail to fully take advantage of all the 
rich information found in mammograms. This 
information has the potential to identify women 
who would benefit from additional screening 
with MRI.

Dr. Dembrower and colleagues developed and 
trained a deep neural network risk model on 
mammograms from cases diagnosed between 
2008 and 2012 and then studied on more than 
2,000 women ages 40 to 74 who had undergone 
mammography in the Karolinska University 
Hospital system. Of the 2,283 women in the study, 
278 were later diagnosed with breast cancer.

The deep neural network showed a higher risk 
association for breast cancer compared to the 
best mammographic density model (odds ratio: 
1.6 and 1.3, respectively). The false-negative rate 
was lower for the deep neural network than for 
the best mammographic density model (31% 

vs. 36%; P = .006). The difference was most 
pronounced for women later diagnosed with 
more aggressive cancers.The study findings 
support a future role for AI in breast cancer risk 
assessment.

We are not reporting mammographic density 
currently, Dr. Dembrower said. In the introduc-
tion of individually adapted screening, we use 
deep learning networks trained to predict cancer 
rather than taking the indirect route that density 
offers.

As an additional benefit, the AI approach can 
continually be improved with exposure to more 
high-quality data sets.

Our deep learning experts at the Royal Institute 
of Technology in Stockholm are working on an 
update to the model, Dr. Dembrower said. After 
that, we aim to test the model clinically next year 
by offering MRI to the women who stand to ben-
efit the most.
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Uplifting Marginalized People.

Ehsaas: Pakistan’s  Boldest 
Ever Program

E hsaas is the biggest and 
boldest program ever 
launched in Pakistan to 
uplift marginalized peo-
ple. Ehsaas is unique 
because as it is currently 
an umbrella initiative of 

134 policies and programs, and the list 
is growing. Thirty four agencies of the 
federal government and all federating 
units are tasked to implement Ehsaas 
Ehsaas addresses state capture, social 
protection, livelihoods and human capital 
development.

Over 23 consultations were held over 
a 45-day planning period; 359 experts 

were formally consulted. The process 
of implementing Ehsaas began with 
the Governance and Integrity Policy. A 
new division has been created to imple-
ment Ehsaas and there will be a formal 
mechanism of engagement with the 
private sector. Funding for social protec-
tion has been doubled despite financial 
constraints.

The process of developing the National 
Socio-Economic Registry (NSER) 2020 
has been 20% completed. New data 
about people’s socio-economic condi-
tions will be the basis of all benefits from 
2020, onwards  One-window Ehsaas for 
social protection and livelihoods will as-
sist beneficiaries and reduce duplication 
and abuse (software is being developed, 
deployment. Kifalat reforms will enable 
financial and digital inclusion of around 6 
million women through the One Woman 
One Account initiative.

To support households during the eco-
nomic transition, Food Rations initiative 
will support food consumption of 1 mil-
lion vulnerable households. Pakistan’s 
first shock-oriented precision safety net 
Tahafuz will assist those that have suf-
fered a catastrophic event (project set up, 
procurements in the pipeline, commence-
ment phase 1 end of October 2019). 
Tahafuz will also reform the individual 
financial assistance system of Pakistan 
Bait ul Mal 20,000 merit & needs-based 
undergraduate Ehsaas scholarships will 
commence for students from low-income 
families and lagging districts.

To address stunting in children, special-
ized nutrition food initiative for mothers 
and children up to 2 years is in the final 
stage of planning. Education conditional 
cash transfer programme is being in-
troduced in lagging districts of Pakistan 
encouraging out-of-school children to 

acquire education. A total of 2.5 million 
children, half of which would be girls will 
benefit from this over the next 3 years. 
500 digital hubs will be established at the 
Tehsil level for poor families with limited 
opportunities. Relevant public resources 
and information will be made accessible 
to create opportunities for poor families 
to graduate out of poverty.

A new policy for the differently-abled 
has been announced in July 2019. This 
will impact 2.5% of the country’s popu-
lation. The NADRA-certified differently-
abled will get Insaf Insurance cards and 
will have universal access to assistive 
devices. The 1% quota for disabled gov-
ernment employees in government ac-
commodation, 2% quota for the disabled 
in Naya Pakistan housing scheme, and 
2% quota in employment will be strictly 
implemented. For protection of orphan 
children in Pakistan, for the first time, 
work on the new policy for orphanages, 
has begun to stipulate standards for these 
facilities and to improve quality. Four 
new orphanages—Dar-ul-Ehsaas—have 
been established in the last 1 year.

The Poverty Alleviation Coordination 
Council’s platform is being utilized to 
develop partnerships with the private 
sector, and soon a social partnerships 
platform will be announced. 

Trust for Voluntary Organizations 
(TVO) has been totally non-functional for 
the last 5 years; 57 employees have not 
had any role for the last 5 years. TVO has 
been given a new mandate and through 
an open advertisement process its board 
is being reconstituted.

The Ehsaas Labour Expert Group has 
met nine times in the last three months 
and has issued its preliminary report. 
One of its recommendations, which 

involves incrementally bringing the in-
formal workers into the social security 
net has been approved by the Cabinet 
for implementation. The policy entails 
mandatory bank accounts as the initial 
step to formalization and to enforce mini-
mum wage.

The National Poverty Graduation 
Initiative (NPGI) was launched on July 5, 
2019. This Rs. 42.65 billion NPGI is being 
rolled out in over 100 lagging districts 
across the country and will impact 16.28 
million people with 50% beneficiaries 
being women. Loans will also be given 
eligible youth, differently-abled people, 
transgender, minorities and marginal-
ized communities in lagging districts. As 
part of this, 80,000 interest free loans will 
be given out every month for the next 4 
years and more than 220,000 asset trans-
fers will be made.

To develop solutions for poverty at 
scale, the Cabinet has approved the 
Solutions Innovation Policy. Through a 
competitive process, private sector part-
ners will be identified to provide solu-
tions at scale. Ehsaas TV Program and a 
corresponding online portal consolidat-
ing free government resources. Free ac-
cessibility of data will be ensured through 
the District Development Portal in which 
poverty and other socio-economic indi-
cators across Pakistan’s districts will be 
available to policy makers and the public.

Pakistan Bait ul Mal (PBM) is leverag-
ing philanthropic contributions. Through 
this approach a Thalassemia Centre has 
been established, Ramzan food package 
has been distributed to 18,400 families, 
18,000 educational kits have been pro-
vided to students, Iftari was arranged for 
50,000 people for 25 days in 2019.

PBM is piloting new initiatives. One 

Great Home for old citizens has been 
established in Karachi. Street children 
have been enrolled in its Schools for 
Rehabilitation of Child Labour. PBM has 
started registrations for assistance to-
wards Cochlear Implants. In its Women 
Empowerment Centers, PBM has estab-

lished Management Committees to im-
prove service delivery.  To institutionalize 
integrity and good governance in safety net 
institutions, PASSD has issued the Ehsaas 
governance and integrity policy which has 
27 elements. This is binding on all Ehsaas 
implementing agencies; read more about 
its status of implementation.

Brief Bio

SA to PM 
Dr. Sania Nishtar

Short bio Dr. Sania Nishtar: SI, FRCP, 
Ph.D Dr. Sania Nishtar is Prime Minister 
of Pakistan’s Special Assistant and 
Federal Minister, Poverty Alleviation 
and Social Protection. She also chairs 
the Benazir Income Support Program, 
Pakistan’s biggest safety institution, and 
the government of Pakistan’s Council on 
Poverty Alleviation.

Dr. Sania Nishtar is also the co-chair of 
World Health Organization’s High-Level 
Commission on Non-communicable 
diseases along with the presidents of 
Uruguay, Finland and Sri-Lanka. She 
is also a member and former chair of 
the World Economic Forum’s Global 
Agenda Council on the Future of Healthcare and has recently chaired the U.S 
National Academy of Sciences Global Study on the Quality of Healthcare in low 
and middle-income countries.

In addition, she also chairs the United Nations International Institute for 
Global Health’s Advisory Committee. She has founded the NGO Heartfile in 
Pakistan and has also previously served as a federal minister in the Pakistan 
government in 2013. In 2017, she was Pakistan’s nominee for Director-General 
of the World Health Organisation and was in the final shortlist of three.

Earlier she was also founding Chair of the UN Secretary General’s Independent 
Accountability Panel for Women’s and Children’s health and chaired WHO’s 
Commission on Ending Childhood Obesity. She has received many international 
awards for her work and is widely published. Sania Nishtar graduated from 
Khyber Medical University as the best graduate in 1986. She is a Fellow of the 
Royal College of Physicians and took a Ph.D at Kings College London.

Ehsaas Goals

A set of seven time-bound goals 
and targets have been currently 
stipulated for Ehsaas. These will be 
revised based on availability of new 
funding and partnerships.
• Safety net for at least 10 million 

families 
• Livelihood opportunities for 3.8 

million individuals 
• Financial access to healthcare 

for 10 million families 
• Scholarships and education in-

centives for 5 million students 
(50% girls) 

• Financial and digital inclusion 
for 7 million individuals (90% 
women)  

• Enabling environment for pov-
erty reduction 

• Equality promoting mutli-
sectoral partnerships and 
innovations

Ehsaas 
Strategy

At the first meeting of the Ehsaas 
Steering Committee chaired by the 
Prime Minister on July 8th 2019, it 
was decided that it is important to 
engage with a broad range of stake-
holders to finalize the strategy of 
the Ehsaas Program. At the culmi-
nation of the online consultation, 
a face to face national consultation 
will be held with a broad range of 
stakeholders. After the finalization 
of the Strategy, the PASSD Ehsaas 
Monitoring and Evaluation Group 
will commence its work. The PASSD 
Ehsaas Implementation Group is 
currently working in tandem to plan 
and roll out initiatives as planned.
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1st Global Refugee Forum

Better Jobs, Education for Refugees

T he governments, in-
ternational financial 
organizations, business 
leaders, humanitarian 
and development ac-
tors, refugees, and civil 
society representatives 

at the First-ever Global Refugee Forum 
made over 770 pledges to boost oppor-
tunities for refugees across the globe. The 
Forum has had six main areas of focus: 
Education, work, energy and infrastruc-
ture, shared responsibility, protection, and 
solutions like resettlement. Most pledges 
have been made in the areas of protec-
tion and education, the former involving 
in many cases changes to legal and policy 
environments to promote inclusion, and 
the latter creating places potentially for 
many more refugee children to go to 
school and improve their life prospects.

The question of how best to create con-
ditions for safe and voluntary return of 
refugees has also been a major theme. 
There have been commitments from a 
number of countries-of-origin relating to 
voluntary return and reintegration of ref-
ugees and other displaced communities. 
The Forum is a key element of the new 
Global Compact on Refugees that was af-
firmed by UN member states in New York 
in December 2018. Under the Compact, 
Global Refugee Forums take place every 
four years, meaning the next is scheduled 
for late 2023.

The Forum has secured wide-ranging 
and substantial commitments of support 

for refugees and the communities they 
live in, notably with important pledges 
of new long-term support for inclusion. 
In all, over 770 pledges had been made 
from across the spectrum at the Global 
Refugee Forum, attended by some 3,000 
participants, including refugees, and 750 
delegations. These were in areas from 
employment, to places in schools for ref-
ugee children, new government policies, 
solutions like resettlement, clean energy, 
infrastructure and better support for host 
communities and countries.

Substantial support came from govern-
ments, civil society, refugee groups, sports 
associations, faith groups and the private 
sector, partnerships being a key to suc-
cessful outcomes for refugees and often 
under-resourced host countries. Further 
pledges are expected in the near future 
and indicators to assess success, for ex-
ample in jobs created, school places and 
reduction of poverty levels, have been es-
tablished to track progress. A stock-taking 
meeting will occur in two years.

An initial analysis indicates that there 
were also major financial pledges. Some 
US$ 2.2 billion was pledged by the World 
Bank Group, through a dedicated funding 
and financing window for refugees and 
host communities, in addition to a sepa-
rate window to boost the private sector 
and create jobs, with refugees and host 
communities also considered in the latter. 
There was a similar announcement from 
the Inter-American Development Bank of 
US$ 1 billion.

In addition, a broad range of states and 
other stakeholders pledged financial sup-
port for refugees and their host commu-
nities of over US$ 2 billion. These aim at 
substantially strengthening support for 
inclusion and long-term development 
needs in host communities – recognition 
that for the majority of the 25.9 million 
refugees worldwide, exile lasts years or 
even decades.

The private sector made the widest 
range of commitments ever for the for-
cibly displaced. Providing employment 
opportunities for refugees has also seen 
strong support - crucial for allowing refu-
gees to be regain dignity and give back 
to the communities they live in. In addi-
tion to humanitarian and development 
pledges, more than US$ 250 million was 
pledged by business groups. At least 

15,000 jobs will be available to refugees 
through these initiatives. There will also 
be some 125,000 hours per year of pro 
bono legal counselling.

“I want to salute the efforts pledged by 
many countries — both donors and by 
host countries — and by business lead-
ers, civil society and refugees themselves, 
to redouble efforts in support of refugee 
inclusion, self-reliance and solutions,” UN 

High Commissioner Filippo Grandi told 
the closing session at the first-ever Global 
Refugee Forum.

The energy and commitment that has 
resonated over the last three days is a 
testimony that despite a difficult global 
environment, there is a shared commit-
ment to protecting those fleeing in search 
of refuge. The Forum met in Geneva at a 
moment when 70.8 million people are 
forcibly displaced worldwide, including 
25.9 million refugees. It sought to re-
boot responses to the millions uprooted 
by wars and persecution as well as the 
communities that host them – most in 
developing in countries. They promised 
job opportunities, school places for refu-
gee children, new government policies, 
solutions like resettlement, clean energy, 
infrastructure and better support for 
host communities and countries. Further 
pledges are expected in the near future.

Grandi urged all participants to sus-
tain the momentum and deliver on their 
promises: This has the makings of a suc-
cess. Making it a success is incumbent on 
all of us, he said. The Forum is a key ele-
ment of the Global Compact on Refugees, 
a framework for more predictable and 
equitable responsibility-sharing affirmed 
by the UN General Assembly a year ago. 
Somalia’s Prime Minister, Hassan Ali 
Khayre, drew on his personal experience 
as a refugee to speak for the needs of 
those uprooted by wars, and the impera-
tive to create the conditions that allow 
them to return home.

OIC & Health Ministers’ Conference

Combating Counterfeit Drugs & Promoting Affordable Pricing

T he Islamic Conference 
of Health Ministers 
(ICHM) has approval 
of five key decisions re-
lated to priority health 
issues and main chal-
lenges facing Islamic 

societies. The five decisions include a 
decision to speed up the implementation 
of the OIC Strategic Health Programme of 
Action 2014-2023 (OIC-SHPA), in addi-
tion to another one on healthy lifestyle, 
prevention and control of communicable 
and non-communicable diseases, health 
emergencies and disasters.

The health ministers also endorsed an-
other three decisions on the health and 
nutrition of mothers and babies, on self-
reliance in the provision and production 
of drugs, vaccines and medical technol-
ogy, and on strengthening immuniza-
tion services and addressing frequency 
in the use of vaccines. The closing ses-
sion featured progress presentations on 
the implementation of the OIC Health 
Strategic Program of Action 2014-2023 
(OIC-HSPA). Health ministers of the OIC 
member states reviewed the activities of 
the Islamic Advisory Group on Polio (IAG) 
and discussed expanding its mandate to 
be more aligned with the OIC-HSPA.

The ICHM’s seventh session concluded 
with the adoption of resolutions for 
healthy lifestyles, prevention and control 

of communicable and non-communicable 
diseases, health emergencies and disas-
ters, mother and child health and nutri-
tion, self-reliance in medicine and vaccine 
provision and production, advanced 
medical technologies, strengthening im-
munization services, addressing vaccine-
hesitancy and the OIC-HSPA.

The conference adopted the compo-
sition of a Health Steering Committee 
for 2019-2021 with membership from 
Saudi Arabia, UAE, Pakistan, Mauritania, 
Chad, Turkey, Egypt, Malaysia, Indonesia, 
and the Sudan, in addition to the OIC 
General Secretariat, COMSTECH, SESRIC, 
IDB, ISESCO, WHO, UNICEF, UNFPA, the 
Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis 

and Malaria, and the Global Alliance for 
Vaccines and Immunization. The OIC 
health ministers welcomed the offer by 
the Republic of Maldives to host the 8th 
session of the ICHM in 2021.

The Secretary General of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC), Dr Yousef Al-Othaimeen, stressed 
that the General Secretariat in coop-
eration with its partners has focused on 
capacity building for both manufactur-
ers and national regulatory authorities 
(NRAs), harmonization of standards, 
research collaboration and joint devel-
opment among the OIC Members States.  

In this connection, he expressed appre-
ciation to the National Agency of Drug and 

Food Control of the Republic of Indonesia 
for hosting the first-ever meeting of heads 
of medicine regulatory authorities of the 
OIC Member States (Jakarta, November 
2018), encouraging all the Member States 
to support this initiative to promote effec-
tive regulation for medicine and vaccine 
pricing, combatting substandard and falsi-
fied medicines.

Addressing the opening session of the 
seventh Islamic conference of health min-
isters, Dr Al-Othaimeen pointed out that 
the OIC has developed a comprehensive 
health improvement plan, calling on the 
Member States to provide the necessary 
resources to implement the OIC Strategic 
Health Program of Action (OIC-SHPA 
2014-2023). He reviewed the progress 
made since the conference’s previous 
session (Riyadh, 5-7 December 2017), 
especially as regards non-communicable 
diseases – such as cancer –, and commu-
nicable diseases, such as polio.

Further, he commended the OIC institu-
tions concerned, including COMSTECH, 
SESRIC, the IDB, ISESCO and IIFA for 
their efforts in implementing the OIC-
SHPA. He also thanked such international 
partners such as WHO, IAEA, the Global 
Fund for fighting HIV/AIDS, Malaria and 
Tuberculosis, GAVI, and Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation that have cooperated 
with the OIC in furthering its health 
agenda. Also significant, the OIC Secretary 

General briefed Member States’ health 
ministers on the polio-eradication work 
of the Islamic Advisory Group for Polio 
Eradication, stressing the need to enlarge 
scope for its activity.

The closing session was presided over 
by Dr. Hussein Abdel-Rahman Al-Rand, 
Assistant Under-Secretary of Health 
Centres and Clinics Sector, on behalf of 
Abdul Rahman bin Muhammad Al Owais, 
Minister of Health and Prevention, in the 
presence of Askar Musinov, Assistant 
Secretary-General of the Organisation 
of Islamic Cooperation, OIC, for Science 
and Technology. Al-Rand and Musinov 
thanked all ministers and representatives 
for their participation and active contri-
bution to the conference, highlighting the 
necessity to follow up on the approved 
decisions.

They also reaffirmed their support to 
the implementation of decisions and 
recommendations came out of ICHM. 
OIC member states have lauded the UAE’s 
National Wellbeing Strategy 2031, which 
was highlighted by Ohood bint Khalfan 
Al Roumi, Minister of State for Happiness 
and Wellbeing and Director-General of the 
Prime Minister’s Office at the Ministry of 
Cabinet Affairs and the Future, on the sec-
ond day of the event. They also praised 
the UAE’s efforts being made to combat 
poverty and treat blindness, which re-
sulted in benefiting over 23 million peo-

ple in more than 40 countries through 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum 
Humanitarian and Charity Establishment.

The members states particularly re-
ferred to the efforts exerted by His 
Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 
and Deputy Supreme Commander of the 
UAE Armed Forces, to eradicate polio 
in the world, especially in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, besides other contributions 
to the Global Alliance for Vaccines and 
Immunizations, GAVI.

Al Rand stressed that the 7th session of 
the conference has successfully achieved 
its goals, which are in line with OIC-SHPA, 
stressing the importance of universal 
health coverage, disease prevention and 
control and the polio eradication pro-
grammes. He also highlighted the need 
to develop the health sector and health 
activities nationally and regionally and 
to place them at the core of development 
cooperation and support programs.

The conference has been held at a very 
special time here in the UAE. It is when 
our wise leadership announced next year 
to be the year of preparations for the next 
50 (2020: towards the country 50). This 
announcement represents a long-term 
vision that would enable our country to 
forge the future while standing on a solid 
ground thanks to its leading development 
progress, added Al Rand.

KL Summit & Muslim Ummah’s Challenges

A summit of Muslim lead-
ers known as Kuala 
Lumpur Summit (KL 
Summit) has kicked off 
in the Malaysian capital 
with Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad 

in his opening address trying to defuse 
speculation that the meeting aims to build 
a new Islamic bloc. The four-day meeting 
is an attempt to understand why Islam, the 
Muslims and their countries are in a state of 
crisis, helpless and unworthy of this great 
religion.

According to the organisers, at least 250 
foreign representatives from 52 coun-
tries and 150 Malaysian delegates are 
also joining the KL Summit. Malaysian 
Prime Minister Mahathir Mohammed, 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
and Qatar’s Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-
Thani are other speakers at the opening 
ceremony of the Kuala Lumpur Summit.

They include government officials, 
scholars and leaders from various non-
government sectors. But there are also 
notable absences, including the leaders of 
Indonesia, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan. For 
his part, Iran’s Rouhani said his presence 
in Kuala Lumpur is part of a pivot to the 
East policy and an effort to pursue closer 
ties with major Asian countries. Iran faces 
US economic sanctions, which Malaysia’s 
Mahathir described on Saturday as a viola-
tion of international law. Rouhani arrived in 
the Malaysian capital.

Samsudin Osman, the summit secretary-
general, said that the event, an initiative of 
Mahathir, seeks to produce results on ad-

dressing the plight of the Muslims around 
the world. We need something concrete 
that governments who are committed to 
the idea can implement, he said, adding 
that the event also seeks to correct many 
misconceptions about Islam as a religion. 
He laughed off suggestions that the event is 
meant to create a new bloc that could com-
pete with the OIC, an intergovernmental 
grouping of 57 countries that was estab-
lished in 1969. He said political observers 
are reading too much into the summit.

He pointed out that the entire Muslim 
world contributes only 5 percent to global 
gross domestic product (GDP). In terms of 
demographics, Muslims represent about a 
quarter of the world’s population. As vari-
ous world leaders and representatives of 
the Muslim world - from the North African 
state of Algeria to Uzbekistan in Central 
Asia and Brunei in the Asia Pacific region 
- gather in Kuala Lumpur.

Here are major issues they face; more 
than 730,000 Rohingya have fled Myanmar 
since a brutal military crackdown in west-
ern Rakhine state in August 2017, many of 
them now live in neighbouring Bangladesh, 
a majority Muslim country of 161 million 
people. United Nations investigators have 
concluded that the Myanmar military car-
ried out violence against the Rohingya with 
genocidal intent and that the Rohingya who 
remain in the country face a serious risk 
of genocide.

Myanmar has repeatedly justified the 
crackdown on the Rohingya as necessary 
to stamp out terrorism. A case, brought 
by The Gambia on behalf of the OIC, is 
now pending at the International Court of 

Justice in The Hague. During the trial last 
week, Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
defended the military’s action saying the 
case against her country was incomplete 
and misleading.

According to the UN, 18 million people 
continue to live in hunger, and at least 12 
million children are caught up in the fight-
ing and need help. In November, Yemen’s 
internationally recognised government 
and UAE-backed separatists signed a 
power-sharing deal to halt infighting, but 
the conflict continues as the northern part 
of the country remains under the control 
of the Houthis.

The UN’s Yemen envoy, Martin Griffiths, 
however, told the Security Council in late 
November that the number of air attacks 
by coalition battling the Houthi rebels had 
dropped by nearly 80 percent in the previ-
ous two weeks. De-escalation of hostilities 

is a major aspect of informal talks that have 
been going on between Saudi Arabia and 
Houthi officials since September for a pos-
sible ceasefire in Yemen. Despite the lull in 
fighting, the war-torn country faces other 
humanitarian challenges.

These challenges are particularly pro-
nounced in Muslim-majority countries, 
where approximately 65 percent of women 
are illiterate, compared with 40 percent of 
men, according to a UN study. The UN’s 
Arab Human Development Report points 
out that in Arab countries, the high rates 
of gender inequality coincide with a lack 
of economic opportunities among women. 
Female labour force participation is slightly 
less than 24 percent, and among young 
women, less than 18 percent - the lowest 
rate among all regions.

The share of women in GDP in the Arab 
region is only about 29 percent, against 50 

percent in all developing countries. And 
the poverty rate is 31.6 percent among 
women, but 19 percent among men. The 
World Economic Forum’s 2020 Global 
Gender Index reveals that 17 of the bottom 
20 countries with the widest gender gaps 
are all Muslim countries and OIC members. 
Yet it is increasingly recognised that closing 
the gender gap could massively boost GDP, 
said Maha Akeel, director of information at 
the OIC.

The IMF, for instance, calculates that clos-
ing gender gaps in labour markets could in-
crease GDP in the UAE by 12 percent and in 
Egypt by 34 percent. Meanwhile, Indonesia, 
the country with the highest number of 
Muslims, is ranked 85th out of 153 coun-
tries in the report. It says of the country’s 
52.6 million households, 84 percent are led 
by men, and the majority of women stays 
at home or works informally. In neighbour-

ing Malaysia, the gender gap is even higher 
with the country ranking 104th.

While a few countries in the Middle East 
enjoy the highest per capita incomes in 
the world, with the oil and gas-rich Qatar 
at the top of the list, another OIC-member 
country, Niger, stands in the world’s bot-
tom three poorest countries. Qatar’s per 
capita income in 2017 was estimated at 
$128,000, according to the World Bank. 
Niger’s per capita income was estimated 
at $990. In a 2018 report, the Arab Weekly 
quoted the World Inequality Lab as saying 
that the Middle East is the leading region in 
economic inequality.

The report said that the share of income 
accruing to the top 10 percent and 1 per-
cent of the population in the Middle East 
exceeded 60 percent and 25 percent, re-
spectively, of total regional income in 2016.  
During the period 1990-2016, the top 10 
percent of the population in the Middle 
East enjoyed, on average, 60-66 percent 
of the region’s income, while the bottom 
50 percent accrued on average less than 
10 percent of regional income, the report 
added.

In Lebanon, for example, the top 10 per-
cent of the population earns 23.4 percent 
of the nation’s income; in Egypt, 19.1 per-
cent of national income accrues to the top 
1 percent - a higher rate than in oil-rich 
Kuwait, which is 17.7 percent. Meanwhile 
in Malaysia, a 2018 report published by The 
Star newspaper said that the gap in real av-
erage income between the top 20 percent 
households and the middle 40 percent 
and bottom 40 percent almost doubled 
between 2008 and 2018.
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Trump’s Impeachment:  Way Next

T he United States House of 
Representatives voted largely 
along party lines to impeach 
President Donald Trump for 
the obstruction of Congress and 
abuse of power related to his 
dealings with Ukraine. Trump 

is only the third president in US history to be 
impeached by the full House. Wednesday’s vote 
set up a likely January trial in the Republican-
controlled Senate. 

Voting nearly along party lines, the House ap-
proved two articles of impeachment against 
President Trump, making him the third presi-
dent in history to face removal by the Senate.
The House of Representatives on Wednesday 
impeached President Trump for abuse of power 
and obstruction of Congress, making him the 
third president in history to be charged with 
committing high crimes and misdemeanors and 
face removal by the Senate.

On a day of constitutional consequence and 
raging partisan tension, the votes on the two 
articles of impeachment fell largely along party 
lines, after a bitter debate that stretched into the 
evening and reflected the deep polarization grip-
ping American politics in the Trump era. Only 
two Democrats opposed the article on abuse of 
power, which accused Trump of corruptly using 
the levers of government to solicit election as-
sistance from Ukraine in the form of investiga-
tions to discredit his Democratic political rivals. 
Republicans were united in opposition.

It passed 230 to 197, with Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi gaveling the vote to a close from the House 
rostrum. On the second charge, obstruction of 
Congress, a third Democrat joined Republicans 
in opposition. The vote was 229 to 198. Donald 
Trump’s impeachment is a black mark against 
his presidency of historic proportions, but it does 
not guarantee his removal from office. That deci-
sion lies in the hands of the US Senate, the other 
half of the US Congress, which will consider the 
issue during a blockbuster trial in January. 

A two-thirds majority  67 senators is required 
to convict and remove the president from office. 
But Republicans control the Senate, 53-47, and 
Trump is widely expected to be acquitted. But 
Democrats have argued that impeaching him 

is a moral necessity, even if he remains in of-
fice. Trump is only the third president to face a 
Senate trial for “high crimes and misdemeanors. 
The first two, Andrew Johnson and Bill Clinton, 
were both acquitted. Another president, Richard 
Nixon, resigned rather than face impeachment 
and trial.

Here’s what we know about how it would 
unfold. The trial is expected to begin in early 
January, and it’s unclear how long it will last. 
Republicans and Democrats alike have expressed 
an interest in keeping it short. The 1999 trial of 
Clinton, who was tried on two articles of im-
peachment perjury and obstruction of justice 
lasted about five weeks.

To start, Speaker Nancy Pelosi of California 
would appoint a team of lawmakers to act as 

prosecutors during the trial. They are called 
managers, and they present the articles of im-
peachment to the Senate. The chief justice of the 
United States, John Roberts, would preside over 
the trial, and a legal team would defend Trump.

Pat Cipollone, the White House counsel, is 
expected to represent Trump, along with the 
president’s outside lawyers. The Senate would 
have to come to an agreement on the trial pro-
cedures. Senators Mitch McConnell of Kentucky 
and Chuck Schumer of New York, the Republican 
and Democratic leaders, have already sparred 
over that task. Any senator could propose a mo-
tion to dismiss the charges.

But if the trial proceeds, there would be open-
ing and closing statements, questions from sena-
tors to the managers and defense lawyers, and, 

possibly, more subpoenas, evidence requests and 
witnesses called. Deliberations would likely hap-
pen in a closed session before a vote. Chief Justice 
William Rehnquist presided over Clinton’s trial, 
during which senators were allowed to ask ques-
tions of the prosecution and defense through 
written notecards. Rehnquist read them aloud.

When the White House counsel leading Clinton’s 
defense, Charles Ruff, wanted to rebut, he put 
down his pen, which signaled Democratic aides 
to submit a question asking Ruff to comment on 
assertions made by the opposition. Essentially, it’s 
up to senators to decide the format of the trial, 
but they will most likely follow a set of rules gov-
erning impeachment trials that were revised in 
the 1980s. Senators also act as the jury and must 
take an oath to render impartial justice.

Schumer laid out a detailed proposal this week 
that called for additional witnesses who have not 
previously testified (including Mick Mulvaney, 
Trump’s acting chief of staff, and John Bolton, the 
president’s former national security adviser) as 
well as subpoenas for additional documents that 
the White House has withheld.

McConnell rejected Democrats’ demands to call 
White House officials as witnesses and said he 
had no obligation to be evenhanded or impar-
tial during the proceedings. He is working with 
the White House to establish rules for the trial, 
trying to balance Trump’s desire for vindication 
with lawmakers’ concerns. During Clinton’s trial, 
witnesses were not allowed to appear in person. 
Senators were shown videotaped portions of 
their testimony instead.

“When the Senate decided what the rules were 
going to be for our trial, they really made them 
up as they went along,” Gregory Craig, who 
helped defend Clinton in his impeachment pro-
ceeding and later served as White House coun-
sel to President Barack Obama, told The New 
York Times in 2017. The Constitution permits 
Congress to remove presidents before their term 
is up if enough lawmakers vote to say that they 
have committed treason, bribery, or other high 
crimes and misdemeanors.

But it does not explain how lawmakers should 
interpret what constitutes those offenses. 
Similarly, there is no established standard of 
proof that must be met. A conviction would re-
quire a two-thirds vote on at least one article, 
resulting in the president’s removal from office, 
with no opportunity to appeal. The vice president 
would take over as president. The Senate could 
subsequently vote to disqualify the president 
from future office, using a simple majority vote.

Although a conviction is unlikely barring some 
unexpected development the trial could have po-
litical ramifications for both parties. The Johnson 
trial, in 1868, was anti-climactic and mired in 
constant battles over process and authority be-
tween long-winded men in love with their own 
words. In the end, enough Republicans rallied 
with Democrats to spare Johnson from conviction 
by a single vote. On February 12, 1999, the Senate 
acquitted Clinton, falling short of even a majority 
vote on either of the charges against him.

COP 25 & Global Climate Action

A Blueprint for a 1.5-Degree World

At the UN Climate Change 
Conference (COP25) in 
Madrid, Global Climate 
Action brought together 
leaders from across sec-
tors and borders for a 
lively series of events, 

which were given concrete definition 
with the publication of the Climate Action 
Pathways. Under the leadership of the High-
Level Champions, the eight Climate Action 
Pathways outline the longer-term vision for 
a 1.5-degree climate-resilient world, set-
ting out the transformational actions and 
milestones required under the thematic 
and cross-cutting areas of Global Climate 
Action’s Marrakech Partnership.

Elsewhere, Global Climate Action’s pro-
gramme of events peaked with its high-level 
event on Wednesday 11 December. COP25 
President, Minister Carolina Schmidt, 
opened to a packed plenary, which included 
Ministers, CEOs, media and leaders from 
civil society. She then invited United Nations 
Secretary-General, António Guterres, to 
give opening remarks, who used the op-
portunity to launch his report on the 2019 
Climate Action Summit. Afterwards, the 
Secretary-General engaged in a conversa-
tion with Italian astronaut, Luca Parmitano 
– live from the International Space Station 
– who painted a vivid picture of how climate 
change is affecting the earth.

As the event drew to a close, Chile’s High-
Level Climate Champion, Gonzalo Muñoz, 

spoke of the achievements of Global Climate 
Action and announced a renewed Climate 
Ambition Alliance, which now recognizes 
73 countries committed to net zero emis-
sions by 2050, as well as a further 1,214 
actors (regions, cities, businesses, inves-
tors) who have pledged the same goal. 
Concluding remarks were provided by 
COP26 President-Designate, Claire Perry 
O’Neill, who commended Chile’s leadership 
in launching the Alliance and emphasized 
the UK’s determination to collaborate on 
this work in 2020.

During the event, many countries offered 
encouraging statements of support for the 
work of Global Climate Action since 2015 

and for the continuation of its work post-
2020. But Global Climate Action’s nine-day 
schedule of events was far broader than 
just the high-level event. It kicked-off on 3 
December with the unveiling of the Action 
Hub, which welcomed some 3,800 partici-
pants over the course of 65 events.

The amphitheater-like auditorium em-
braced a full spectrum of formats, such 
as TED-style talks, film screenings, audi-
ence polling, musical performances, press 
conferences, panel discussions, gaming 
demos, award ceremonies and on-the-sofa 
dialogues. The topics discussed were many 
and varied, encompassing fashion, bank-
ing innovation, sports, education, youth, 

sustainable travel and food. A standout 
moment of the Global Climate Action pro-
gramme was undoubtedly the prestigious 
UN Global Climate Action Awards. Fifteen 
game-changing initiatives from more than 
twenty countries were celebrated, showcas-
ing some of the most practical, scalable and 
replicable examples of what people across 
the globe are doing to tackle climate change.

The award-winning projects of 2019 
range from an in-app mini-programme 
that’s helped plant 122 million trees, to a 
‘climate positive’ burger that’s taking the 
fast food industry by storm. Other projects 
include a women-led project that generates 
clean energy from the ocean, and Québec’s  

international climate finance programme, 
which is uniquely funded by the prov-
ince’s own carbon market. In addition to 
the events outlined above, Global Climate 
Action gave stage time to Climate Neutral 
Now, the Fashion Charter for Climate Action, 
and the thematic areas of the Marrakech 
Partnership.

Overall, Global Climate Action at COP25 
went beyond talk and future pledges: It 
highlighted what progress has already 
been accomplished via its annual report 
– the Yearbook of climate action 2019 – 
and also a mass upload of new data to the 
Global Climate Action portal. The platform 
now boasts over 17,000 actors represent-
ing nearly 25,000 actions and also houses 
landmark announcements that were made 
at the conference on a dedicated COP25 ac-
tion page.

An event organized by the World Travel 
and Tourism Council in collaboration with 
Global Climate Action about the need to take 
climate action in the Travel and Tourism 
sector to enable its transformation to a 
sustainable industry, under the umbrella of 
WTTC’s ambition for the sector to be climate 
neutral by 2050. In collaboration with the 
Climate Neutral Now initiative of UN Climate 
Change, the event demonstrated that many 
companies of the sector are already showing 
leadership in reducing their climate impact.

The organization itself last year signed 
up to the United Nations Climate Neutral 
Now initiative with a pledge to measure its 

greenhouse gas emissions, reduce what it 
can and offset the rest, while promoting 
the same climate-friendly regimen to its 
150 members worldwide, and launched 
a Sustainability Action Plan, meant to help 
the industry deliver on its climate ambition.

Among the main topics discussed was 
how young people can lead climate action 
and accelerate implementation of the Paris 
Agreement. The day was filled with many 
activities including the Intergenerational 
Inquiry event to discuss raising ambition 
and empowering youth to implement the 
Paris Agreement. The youth thematic day 
wrapped up with screenings of inspir-
ing, award-winning youth videos. Awards 
were given to young videographers for their 
winning entries in three categories: Cities 
and local action to combat climate change; 
Nature-based solutions for food and human 
health; and Balancing use of land for people 
and ecosystems.

A group of 86 fashion companies issued 
a public call to political leaders around the 
world to partner with them to deliver effec-
tive and ambitious climate action, as part of 
an event celebrating one year of the Fashion 
Industry Charter for Climate Action. The 
Communique calls for a partnership with 
political leaders of countries with major 
fashion production and consumer markets 
to create enabling policy environments that 
will bring the industry in line with the goal 
of limiting the global temperature rise to 
1.5°C.

Brexit Seems Unstoppable

Cliff-edge Brexit to hurt UK more than EU

T he Brexit seems now al-
most unstoppable after 
a clear cut win of Boris 
Johnson in December 
elections.  Boris 
Johnson campaigned on 
a single, simple slogan: 

Get Brexit done. Britain, it seems, could 
not have agreed more. In reality, Johnson’s 
Brexit deal is just the first stage in a years-
long process. Not that you’d have heard 
much of that from the Prime Minister, 
who preferred his catchy slogan to any 
complicated discussion about the frame-
work of a future relationship with the EU 
or the long-term implications of quitting 
the bloc.

In a political stunt on one of the final 
days of stumping, he drove a Brexit back-
hoe through a wall of polystyrene bricks 
emblazoned with the word gridlock. But 
he successfully ducked difficult questions 
about what delivering Brexit might look 
like in reality, limiting media appearances 
and even retreating into a walk-in refrig-
erator to avoid a TV interview.

Johnson also signaled that he’s keep-
ing another one of his riskier campaign 
promises: to not extend the Brexit tran-

sition period past 2020. The prime min-
ister’s office indicated it will tweak the 
Brexit legislation which puts Johnson’s 
Brexit deal into UK law to eliminate the 
possibility of extending the transition pe-
riod past 2020.

That means the UK and the EU would 
have to strike a new trade deal between 
January 31 and before December 31, 
2020. That’s about 11 months, for those 
counting. This may all sound like boring 
technical details, but it could be a pretty 
significant move. That’s because Johnson’s 
decision limits his options and puts the 
UK at risk of a new cliff edge an economi-
cally perilous EU crash-out this time 
in December 2020. But, the European 
Commission President Ursula Von der 
Leyen has warned that Britain stands to 
lose more than membership to the EU 
if the two sides cannot broker a deal by 
the end of next year. Her comments have 
drawn the ire of eurosceptics.

EU president warns of time running 
out in the expected 11 months available 
to strike deal. Ursula von der Leyen has 
warned that a cliff-edge Brexit at the end 
of 2020 will hurt the UK more than the 
EU as she laid out her intentions to make 

the most out of the extremely challeng-
ing 11 months available to strike a trade 
deal. The European commission president 
acknowledged the danger of time running 
out during the negotiations; a risk many 
fear has been amplified by Boris Johnson’s 
symbolic decision to legislate to block an 
extension of the transition period.

Should the UK leave the EU on 31 
January, as is now assumed in Brussels, 
the country will remain in the cus-
toms union and single market until 31 
December 2020 at which point any 
newly negotiated arrangements on is-
sues such as trade, security and fisheries 
will come into force. Speaking at the start 
of a debate in the European parliament 
in Strasbourg, Von der Leyen, a former 
German defence minister, conceded that 
there was very little time for those com-
plex and potentially fraught talks to come 
to fruition.

Boris Johnson has said he will not take 
up the opportunity to agree to an exten-
sion under any circumstances before 
1 July, a deadline set in the withdrawal 
agreement. EU diplomats had been in-
formed by the European commission 
that there was no legal basis to agree an 

extension any later than that date. Von der 
Leyen said, in case we cannot conclude 
an agreement by the end of 2020 we will 
face again a cliff-edge situation and this 
would clearly harm our interests but it 
will impact the UK more than us as the 
EU will continue benefiting from its sin-
gle market its customs union and the 70 
international agreements we signed with 
our partners – but it’s clearly not in our 
interest.

We will organise these negotiations to 
make the most out of the short period. 
On 1 February we will be ready to pro-
pose a mandate for the negotiations. Von 
der Leyen, said she would not miss the 
Brexit party MEPs, as they heckled her 
speech, but she offered her condolence 
to those parties who had campaigned for 
the UK to stay in the EU. If I look at our 
very brave remain MEPs I can only say, 
I’m sorry, we will miss you. Thank you for 

your courage. Thank you for having been 
at our side. We will never miss those who 
scream and yell.

 Charles Michel, the president of the 
European council, said the next stage 
of the negotiations would be guided by 
ensuring the UK cannot undercut EU 
standards after Brexit. The idea of a level 
playing field will be our guide over the 
next stage of negotiations, he said, refer-
ring to the need for the UK to sign up to 
EU rules on state aid, tax and the environ-
ment. Michel said EU leaders had taken 
the news of Johnson’s election triumph at 
a Brussels summit last week very calmly 
and very serenely.

The former prime minister of Belgium 
added that it was not the EU’s intention 
to extend the trade talks deadline of the 
end of 2020 – but he left the option open. 
The EU is within its rights to ask for an 
extension from the UK. Such is the lack 
of time, the EU is planning to prioritize 
issues around trade, fisheries and secu-
rity, leaving key areas of cooperation such 
as data sharing, transport, including the 
rights of British air carriers, and any ar-
rangements for the services sector, for 
after the 2020 deadline.
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CAB—Splitting India

States Rise versus Centre
T he controversial Citizenship 

Amendment Bill has pushed the 
India to the brink of collapse as 
different states have risen against 
the center defying implementing 
this controversial law. Protests 
against India’s new citizenship 

law have spread across the country as 200 million 
Muslims fear the legislation is part of the Hindu na-
tionalist government’s agenda to marginalise them.

In the northeastern parts of India, the protests 
are mainly against allowing any foreign migrant 
from Bangladesh - irrespective of religion - to set-
tle in the region.  On December 15, more than 100 
students were injured and dozens arrested after 
police stormed New Delhi’s Jamia Millia Islamia 
(JMI) and Aligarh Muslim University (AMU), located 
130km (81 miles) from the capital, to disperse the 
protests against the contentious law. Since the at-
tack, solidarity protests have also been held across 
the South Asian country.

Police have carried out patrolling in New Delhi’s 
Seelampur area after a protest held in the area 
over the citizenship law turned violent. The Delhi 
Police have imposed Section 144 of India’s Code 
of Criminal Procedure in the capital’s North East 
District. The section prohibits assembly of more 
than five people. It has been a week of violent pro-
tests across India over a controversial anti-Muslim 
citizenship law, which critics say violates the coun-
try’s secular constitution. Although the new law has 
triggered protests across the country, the protesters 
have different reasons to take to the streets.

In Muslim-populated areas of Delhi, buses and 
a police outpost were torched and tear gas filled 
streets as thousands of protesters hurled stones at 
police in Seelampur district. Police said 21 people, 
including 12 policemen, were injured in the clashes. 
Thousands more rallied in Kolkata and Tamil Nadu 
states. In the country’s north, police said 113 peo-
ple were detained for objectionable social media 
posts after violent demonstrations there. In the 
northeastern state of Assam, the epicentre of the 
protests where four people died after being shot by 
police, a curfew imposed in some regions was lifted.

But the Assam government it would not restore 
mobile internet services until Friday at the earliest. 
It also handed its investigation into the violence to a 
national agency that usually probes terrorist links. 
At least 28 people have been detained in connec-
tion with violent incidents in Uttar Pradesh state’s 
Mau district in northern India. The agency quoted 

Mau’s district magistrate as saying that all schools 
and colleges in the district will remain closed till 
further orders.

Clashes have erupted in New Delhi between thou-
sands of protesters and police, the latest violence in 
a week of opposition to the citizenship law. Police 
fired tear gas in the New Seelampur part of the 
capital to push back protesters swarming to bar-
ricades and throwing stones. At least two police 
were injured. It was as a peaceful protest against 
the citizenship bill but got out of hand, resident 
Azib Aman said. Cars were damaged and roads 
strewn with rocks while small fires on the road 
sent smoke into the air

The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) has 
said it has closed at least four metro stations in the 
Indian capital following protests against the citizen-
ship law. Entry and exit gates of Welcome, Jaffrabad 
and Maujpur-Babarpur, Seelampur and Gokulpuri 
are closed. Trains won’t be halting at these stations.  
The stations were re-opened after about two hours.

The statement came after chief ministers of five 
states West Bengal, Punjab, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh 
and Chhattisgarh refused to implement the law 
while terming it as unconstitutional. State govern-
ments have no powers to reject the implementa-
tion of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 as 

the legislation was enacted under the Union List of 
the 7th Schedule of the Constitution, a top official 
said. The statement came after chief ministers of 
five states West Bengal, Punjab, Kerala, Madhya 
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh refused to implement 
the law while terming it as unconstitutional. The 
states have no powers to deny implementation of 
a central law which is in the Union List.

Amid protests over the Citizenship Act in the 
northeast, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on Friday said she would not allow its im-
plementation in the state under any circumstances. 
Lashing out at the BJP-led central government over 
the amended Citizenship Act, Banerjee, who is also 
TMC chief, said the saffron party can’t bulldoze the 
states to implement the law. We will never allow 
the NRC exercise and Citizenship Act in Bengal. We 
will not implement the amended Act, even though 
it has been passed in Parliament. The BJP can’t just 
bulldoze the states to implement it, Banerjee said.

The Citizenship Act will divide India. As long as 
we are in power, not a single person in the state 
will have to leave the country, the chief minister 
added. Meanwhile, the Trinamool Congress has an-
nounced a mega rally against the law on December 
16 in Kolkata. CM Mamata Banerjee will participate 
in the rally which is said to begin near the statue 

of Dr BR Ambedkar and end at Jorasanko in the 
state’s capital. Terming the Citizenship Act as a 
direct assault on India’s secular character, Punjab 
Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh said his 
government would not allow the legislation to be 
implemented in his state.

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said his 
state will not accept the law while terming it as 
unconstitutional. The Kerala government further 
accused the Centre of trying to divide India on re-
ligious lines and claimed that it is a move to sabo-
tage equality and secularism. Madhya Pradesh and 
Chhattisgarh governments have also indicated that 
they would not implement the law, but officially 
they said they would back the position taken by 
the Congress high command. President Ram Nath 
Kovind, in a late Thursday night order, gave his as-
sent to The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019, 
letting it become an Act allowing Indian citizen-
ship to six non-Muslim minority migrants facing 
religious persecution in Pakistan, Bangladesh and 
Afghanistan.

According to the Act, members of Hindu, Sikh, 
Buddhist, Jain, Parsi and Christian communities, 
who have come from Pakistan, Bangladesh and 
Afghanistan, till December 31, 2014, facing reli-
gious persecution there, will not be treated as il-

legal immigrants but given Indian citizenship. The 
passing of the Citizenship Bill in the Parliament 
has plunged the northeast, especially the states 
of Assam, Tripura and Meghalaya into deep chaos 
with locals and students hitting the streets in 
thousands in protest. The indigenous people of 
the northeastern states are worried that the entry 
of these people will endanger their identity and 
livelihood.

Joining the campaign against the newly imple-
ment Citizenship Amendment Bill, Chief Ministers 
of Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh said that they 
may not implement the new law arguing that it is 
an attempt by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-
led Central government to strip the country of 
its secular credentials. With MP and Chhattisgarh 
in addition, West Bengal, Punjab and Kerala five 
Opposition ruled states have said that it would not 
implement the controversial law.

However, snubbing their claims, the Ministry of 
Home Affairs (MHA) has said that the states hold 
no power to deny union law. MHA sources have 
told news agency ANI that the issue of citizenship 
comes under Union List by the Seventh Schedule 
of the Constitution, and therefore such amendment 
is applicable for all states. States cannot deny the 
implementation of the Act as it comes under Union 
List and they have to accept it in the current form 
passed by Parliament of India. 

The Union List is given in the Seventh Schedule in 
the Constitution of India on which Parliament has 
exclusive power to legislate. The legislative section 
is divided into three lists: Union List, State List, and 
Concurrent List. Unlike the federal governments of 
the United States, Switzerland, and Australia, re-
sidual powers remain with the Union Government, 
as with the Canadian federal government.

Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan was among the first 
to to make it clear that his government disapproves 
of the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill and it will not 
be implemented in the state. There is no place for 
such an unconstitutional law in Kerala. Such a law 
will not be implemented in the state, he had said 
in a press meet.

Describing the act as a direct assault on India’s 
secular character, Punjab chief minister Amarinder 
Singh said his government will not let the legisla-
tion to be implemented in his state. Even West 
Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee slammed the Centre 
over the implementation of the Citizenship bill and 
she would not allow its implementation in the state 
under any circumstances.

US, Britain, Canada, Saudi Arabia, UAE, 
Australia issue travel advisories

As violent protests 
against recently 
passed Citizenship 
Amendment Bill 
(CAB) flared up in 
India’s northeast, the 
United States, Britain 

and Canada have issued travel advisories 
to their citizens to exercise caution while 
travelling to the region. US citizens in the 
northeastern states of India should exer-
cise caution in light of media reports of 
protests and violence in response to the 
approval of the Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill.

Government curfews are in place in some 
areas. Internet and mobile communica-

tions may be disrupted. Transport may 
be affected in various parts of the region. 
Protests have also been reported in other 
parts of the country. The US government 
has temporarily suspended official travel 
to Assam, reads an advisory issued by US 
embassy in India.

Canadian and British governments have 
also issued similar advisories. Massive pro-
tests rocked three northeastern states of 
India - Assam, Tripura and Meghalaya over 
the controversial CAB, following which au-
thorities imposed curfew and suspended 
mobile internet services. Protests against a 
divisive new citizenship law raged as Saudi 
Arabia issued travel warnings for north-
east India following days of violent clashes 

that have killed three people so far.
The Embassy of Saudi Arabia to India 

issued a travel advisory on Saturday for 
its citizens to exercise caution due to the 
ongoing protests in the northeast Indian 
states. The Embassy also urged its citizens 
to avoid their trips to the northeastern 
states. People of these states are protest-
ing against Citizenship Amendment ACT 
for over a week now.

The Australian government on Tuesday 
asked its citizens to exercise “high degree 
of caution” while travelling to India, which 
has witnessed violent protests against the 
amended Citizenship Act Last week, the 
US, the UK, Singapore, Canada and Israel 
had warned their citizens against trav-
elling to northeast India in view of the 
violent protests against the Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA).

An advisory issued by the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) 
asked Australian citizens to exercise high 
degree of caution while travelling to India 
due to protests against the Citizenship 
Amendment Act. Demonstrations against 
the new Citizenship Amendment Act are 
taking place in parts of the country. Some 
have turned violent, the advisory stated. 
Protests against the Act have taken place 
in the states of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, 
Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Telangana and 
Delhi-NCR. There are reports of violence, 
it noted.

Internet Shutdown

Walls Turned Into Canvas for Protests

With a massive in-
ternet shutdown 
cast here for the 
past eight days, 
protesters have 
been express-
ing their anger, 

rage and resentment against the Citizenship 
Amendment Bill (CAB), now an Act, on public 
walls and gamosas. Rajya Sabha passed the 
bill on December 11 completing the legislative 
process for giving Indian citizenship to non-
Muslim migrants from Pakistan, Afghanistan 
and Bangladesh, throwing Assam into a tor-
nado of chaos, as violent protests erupted 
across the state against the Centre’s move.

Guwahati, being the epicentre of the 
agitation, witnessed protests, marches and 
countless bonfires that lit up in the streets till 
December 12 nights, bringing the bustling 
city to a standstill. To assess the spread of 
rumours and maintain law and order, the 
authorities had cast an indefinite curfew in 
Guwahati and suspended Internet connec-
tion in 10 districts, including Kamrup (metro) 
on December 11 evening. Guwahati falls in 
Kamrup (metro) district.

As people were unable to voice their con-
cerns on social media, to vent their ire, people 
who opposed the bill spray-painted anti-CAB 
and anti-BJP messages on walls in prominent 
places and inner areas to register their pro-
test, residents said. While curfew was lifted 
on Tuesday morning, mobile Internet services 
are still suspended, even as peaceful protests 

against CAA, led by All Assam Students’ 
Union (AASU) continued at various public 
squares. On prominent Md Tyabullah Road 
skirting the famous Dighalipukhuri, an entire 
stretch of walls of private homes, commer-
cial ventures or quarters of Cotton University 
Professors’ Colony, seems like a giant protest 
scroll with “No CAB” splattered all over it.

We Assamese totally oppose the bill, and 
now want the Act to be revoked. Mobile 
Internet has been shut since December 11 
evening. People also express their sentiments 
and resentment on social media. But, I guess, 
these public walls are symbols of protest now, 
said Chinmoy Deka, an Assamese youth, 
who often visits Dighalipukhuri, a popular 
hangout in Guwahati. The area also neigh-
bours Gauhati High Court and the sprawling 

Latasil playground, one of the main venues of 
the ongoing protests, and one can see and feel 
the heightened sense of resentment of people 
against this legislation.

While NO CAB in giant English or Assamese 
letters remains the dominant message 
painted on walls in black or crimson, across 
the city, slogans against the BJP government, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, home min-
ister Amit Shah and Assam chief minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal also have been painted 
at many places in Guwahati since the protests 
began. So, slogans like Modi hai hai, Sonowal 
hai hai” can be seen on walls located on GS 
Road, surrounded by “No CAB” wordings, 
painted before the bill became an Act — CAA 
— after President Ram Nath Kovind gave his 
assent on December 13.

CAB protested in Northern California

S everal hundred people from 
across Northern California 
holding placards and shout-
ing Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, 
and Isaiah (Christians) are 
brothers, the Citizenship 
Amendment Bill (CAB) has 

to be abolished, and RSS out of India, at a 
protest hosted by the Bay Area Coalition 
of Concerned Citizens on Sun., Dec. 15, at 
the civic park in Santa Clara, California.

People attending the protests fear the 
Citizenship Amendment Bill(CAB) passed 
this week in India foretells a fatal blow to 
a secular society in India, attendees said. 
CAB provides a path to Indian citizen-
ship for religious minorities, specifically 
Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis, and 
Christians, but Muslims are excluded.

We will never let India divide again, 
Ahsan Khan, president of Indian 
American Muslim Community (IAMC), 
one the largest advocacy organization of 
Indian Muslims in the United States with 
13 chapters across the US told attendees 
who came to show solidarity with mi-

norities in India. CAB is certainly dividing 
India on the religious minds; we definitely 
won’t accept this at all.

It’s unacceptable. India has a history of 
having a very rich heritage, and different 
communities living together, whether 
they are Muslim, Hindu, Sikhs, Christians, 
and that is the idea which we believe 
there should, Khan told those assembled. 
We strongly believe that there should be 
peace and pluralism, and secularism is 
very important in India, Khan told indica 
on the sidelines of the protest. And if we 
are hurting that secularism fabric then 
that is not acceptable. See the kinds of 
things are happening in India, we fear 
division of India.

Referring to Amit Shah, India’s minister 
of Home Affairs who has been president 
of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) since 
2014, Khan said, he talked about all sects 
except Muslim, and that is concerning. 
Khan added that it is very much clear 
the CAB needs a lot of changes.  Bhajan 
Singh, of the Sikh Information Center, 
one of the main groups represented by 

the protests’ attendees, on the impact of 
protest on the Indian government, said, 
Of course, the momentum is the indica-
tion of the level of oppression and the 
oppression indications a momentum 
here. I think India is going to have a 
bright new future with the new awak-
ening of all the minorities finally coming 
together and wanting a true, free India 
for everyone, said Singh.

He said he believes the protest is not just 
against the CAB but the culmination of so 
many effects, including the oppression 
from Sikh Temple 1984 to Kashmir and 
abrogation of Article 370 and now CAB. 
So, CAB is one of the strokes that is mak-
ing everybody nervous. Pieter Friedrich, 
an analyst of South Asian affairs said, 
the oppression is ongoing for years, and 
now we have the annexation of Kashmir 
and the future of India looks pretty grim. 
When he was asked about people saying 
he is controversial when it concerns India, 
Friedrich said,  I love India, people, cul-
ture and food, and I am standing against 
supremacy of any kind, whether it’s RSS 

or BJP.
Faisal Bhamban, representing the Kerala 

Muslim Community Association, said, if 
it’s passed, it can be unpassed and re-
voked and just because the mistake has 
been made. And the next step of BJP is 

national register of citizens (NRC) and 
CAB combined are poisonous mixture, 
he said. The environment in India and 
these things have happened before on a 
nationwide scale, In India in 1984 was the 
Sikh Massacre. or genocide, and in 1992 

and we have seen Gujarat and in 2002, all 
these are happening state forces, he said.

Fauzia Jalali, of Kashmir, came to the 
protest to show solidarity with minori-
ties in India, said Kashmir has been facing 
difficulties for the past 72 years and to be 
fragmented, polarized and disfranchised, 
and we will fight against barbaric CAB law 
which is completely not right. It’s draco-
nian, she said. It’s discriminatory and very 
destructive, said Jalali.

Karthik Ramanathan said he is a sup-
porter of many organizations and is 
against any oppression and war. I really  
feel as an Indian, we got independence, 
and we want to live in a country which is 
home to everybody. We got freedom after 
lots of struggle, and India is a home to 
everybody despite colonialism and parti-
tion, said Ramanathan. This is going back 
to dark period. We have the caste system, 
and we never seen any recent memory 
where the government actively seeks to 
go to a place where no human can dream 
to go… in a dark evil place. You are denying 
citizenship based on their religion.
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Global stocks dip after 
Trump impeachment vote

BEIJING/NEW YORK

 — Global stock markets mostly 
dipped Thursday after the U.S. House 
of Representatives voted to impeach 
President Donald Trump and the central 
banks of Japan and Britain kept their in-
terest rates low.

The London stock index was up slightly 
while Frankfurt, London and Shanghai 
were little changed and Tokyo retreated. 
Wall Street futures were stable ahead of 
the open.

The House vote sends Trump’s case 
to the Senate for trial. Republicans who 
control the Senate say they plan to acquit 
him.

Trump is accused of abusing his office 
by pressing the government of Ukraine 
to investigate a potential political rival 
ahead of next year’s presidential election. 
He also is accused of obstructing efforts 

by Congress to investigate that allegation.
The outcome will be “greater polariza-

tion, and a rapid Senate dismissal of the 
charges made in the House, and then 
even greater polarization,” Rabobank 
said in a report.

In Europe, London’s FTSE 100 was up 
less than 0.1% at 7,541 and Frankfurt’s 
DAX was down 0.6% at 13,148. France’s 
CAC 40 shed 0.2% to 5,946.

On Wall Street, futures for the bench-
mark Standard & Poor’s 500 index and 
the Dow Jones Industrial Average were 
flat.

The S&P closed up Wednesday less than 
0.1% while the Dow dropped 0.1%. The 
Nasdaq composite rose 0.1% to a record.

In Asia, the Shanghai Composite Index 
closed at 3,017.07 and Tokyo’s Nikkei 
225 lost 0.3% to 23,864.85. Hong Kong’s 
Hang Seng sank 0.3% to 27,800.49. 

Seoul’s Kospi was off 2 points at 2,195.56 
and Sydney’s S&P-ASX 200 lost 0.3% to 
6,833.10.

The Bank of Japan left its short-term 
policy rate unchanged at -0.1% and its 
target for 10-year government bond 
yields at 0%. The Bank of England also 
left its key rate unchanged, at 0.75%, as 
it monitors the impact of Brexit on the 
economy.

Benchmark U.S. crude lost 3 cents to 
$60.90 per barrel in electronic trading on 
the New York Mercantile Exchange. The 
contract declined 2 cents on Wednesday 
to close at $60.85. Brent crude, used to 
price international oils, shed 7 cents to 
$66.10 per barrel in London. It added 
7 cents the previous session to $66.17. 
The dollar edged down to 109.50 from 
109.56 yen the previous day. The euro 
was steady at $1.1114.

Queen lays out Johnson’s Brexit 
plans at Parliament opening

LONDON

Prime Minister Boris Johnson signaled 
an end to Britain’s era of Brexit deadlock 
Thursday, announcing a packed legislative 
program intended to take the U.K. out of the 
European Union on Jan. 31, overhaul every-
thing from fishing to financial services and 
shore up the country’s cash-starved public 
services.

The commanding House of Commons ma-
jority won by Johnson’s Conservative Party 
in last week’s general election all but guar-
antees he will be able to turn those prom-
ises into law, although with Brexit casting a 
shadow over the British economy, there’s a 
question mark over how he will pay for it all.

In a speech delivered from a golden 
throne in Parliament by Queen Elizabeth 
II, Johnson opened the legislative flood-
gates after three years in which minority 
Conservative governments tried in vain 
to win lawmakers’ backing for their Brexit 
plans.

Last week’s seismic election not only 

changed the political landscape, it has bro-
ken the parliamentary deadlock of the last 
three years and allowed the country to go 
forward, Johnson said in a written introduc-
tion to the speech.

In less than 10 minutes, the monarch rat-
tled through more than two dozen bills the 
government intends to pass in the coming 
year. The first will be the EU Withdrawal 

Agreement Bill, the law needed to make 
Brexit a reality, which is set to receive its first 
significant parliamentary vote on Friday.

The bill commits Britain to leaving the EU 
on Jan. 31 and to concluding trade talks with 
the bloc by the end of 2020. Trade experts 
and EU officials say striking a free trade deal 
within 11 months will be a struggle, but 
Johnson insists he won’t agree to any more 
delays. That vow has set off alarm bells 
among businesses, who fear that means 
the country will face a “no-deal” Brexit at 
the start of 2021.

The government also plans to pass several 
other Brexit-related measures, including a 
new “points-based” immigration system 
that will be introduced after Brexit, when 
EU citizens will lose the automatic right to 
live and work in the U.K.

There are also plans to overhaul agricul-
ture, fishing, trade and financial services 
after Brexit in ways that will have a huge 
— though still largely unknown — effect on 
the British economy.

Pakistan’s peace desire 
should not be misconstrued 
as weakness: FM
Qureshi urges UNSC to play role in averting Indian threats to regional peace

ISLAMABAD

 Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi said that Pakistan’s armed forces 
are fully prepared to timely and appropri-
ately respond to any Indian aggression or 
false flag operation.

In a video message in response to the 
Indian army chief’s statement, he said the 
entire nation stands by its valiant armed 
forces.

The Foreign Minister said we are a 
peaceful nation but our desire for peace 
should not be misconstrued as a sign of 
weakness.

He warned Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on behalf of the Pakistani 
nation that we are a peace loving na-
tion but he should not forget the 27th 
February.

He termed the statement by Indian 
army chief very irresponsible. He said 
India can stage any drama to divert atten-
tion from the ongoing protests in India. 
He said our intelligence has monitored 

extraordinary movement, which indicates 
bad intentions of India.

Reacting on the movement at the Line 
of Control (LoC) from Indian side, Qureshi 
said our armed forces are fully ready to 
respond to any aggression.

He said that the designs of Modi are 
clear as he took illegal steps on 5th of 
August. He said today is the 136th day of 
continued curfew in Occupied Kashmir 
and the held valley is facing total com-
munication blackout.

Qureshi said extra ordinary movement 
is being reported along the LoC from 
Indian side, India always try to have ad-
venture, when it is trapped in domestic 
problems.

Warning the BJP government, he said 
Pakistan to respond aggressively in case 
of any cross border misadventure .

Shah Mahmood Qureshi said he has 
written another letter to the President 
of the Security Council to apprise him of 
the nefarious designs of India.

He said that this is his seventh letter in 
which he pointed out the steps which in-
dicate nefarious designs of India. He said 
he drew attention towards four steps.

He questioned as to what are the Indian 

plans to cut fence at the Line of Control at 
five places. Is India going to resort to any 
new misadventure against Pakistan? We 
are concerned over it.

The Foreign Minister said Indian forces 
violated ceasefire violations at LoC for 
three thousand times since January this 
year and targeted near three hundred 
armless civilians, including women and 
children.

He said, on the basis of the letter, China 
raised this issue for the second time at the 
UN Security Council. He said China timely 
highlighted the issue at the Security 
Council.

The Foreign Minister said, in view of 
the existing scenario, the Security Council 
must initiate probe through United 
Nations Military Observers Group so that 
they could apprise the Security Council 
about the ground realities. He said, in this 
regard, a date should be determined as 
soon as possible so that facts could reach 
the Security Council at the earliest.

 President Dr. Arif Alvi in a group photo with the participants of 6th National Parliamentary Development Course at the Aiwan-e-Sadr, Islamabad 
on December 19, 2019.

President links socio-
economic development 
with IT

ISLAMABAD

 President Dr. Arif Alvi has said that 
the socio-economic development of the 
country is linked with the development 
of information technology and it has 
huge potential to turn around the coun-
try’s economy.

Chairing the 1st meeting of the board 
of governors, National Information 
Technology Board (NITB) at the Aiwan-
e-Sadr, President Dr. Arif Alvi said that 
the IT held immense potential and all 
out efforts must be made to incorporate 
modern technologies in various sectors 
towards improving governance structure.

He emphasized that the empowerment 
of NITB under the new ordinance would 
intensify its efforts for conversion of 
public sector organizations to e-govern-
ance to ensure better services delivery.

During the meeting, various items of 

the agenda came under discussion and 
number of decisions and incorporation 
of these technologies in different sectors 
was deliberated upon.

President Dr. Arif Alvi had declared 
research in the field of Information 
Technology key to socio-economic de-
velopment in the country.

Talking to a delegation of Prime 
Minister’s Task Force on IT and Telecom, 
who had called on him at his office in 
Islamabad, President Dr. Arif Alvi had 
said that the government was cogni-
zant of the potential and significance of 
IT sector and added that they made it a 
national priority.

The president had said that IT sector 
could play a major role in poverty eleva-
tion in the country. He had  further said, 
“4th industrial revolution was changing 
the way that we live and work.”

OGDCL injects 13 new 
wells in production system

ISLAMABAD

The Oil and Gas Development Company 
Limited (OGDCL) has injected 13 oper-
ated wells, which cumulatively yielded 
373,515 Barrels (BBL) crude oil and 
4,867 Million Cubic Feet (MMCF) gas, in 
its production gathering system during 
the last fiscal year.

“The company contributed around 
45 percent and 29 percent towards the 
country’s total oil and natural gas pro-
duction respectively,” the OGDCL said in 
its annual report for the year 2018-19.

The company also acquired 1,324 Line-
Kilometer 2D and 620 Square-kilometer 
3D seismic data, which represented 63 
percent and 41 percent, respectively 
of total seismic data acquisition in the 
country.

The OGDCL drilled 16 new oil and 
gas wells including nine exploratory/
appraisal and seven development, 
which yielded three discoveries namely 
Chanda-1 and Mela-5 in district Kohat, 
KPK province and Mangrio-1 in dis-
trict Tando Muhammad Khan, Sindh 
province.

In a bid to tackle natural decline and 

maintain production from mature wells, 
the company carried out successful 
workover job-with-rig at Kunnar-10, 
Rajian-8, Bobi-3, Kal-1, Sono-4, Jand-1, 
Thal West-1, Bhambra-1, Palli Deep-1 
and Chak Naurang South-1.

Similarly, as many as 19 successful 
rig-less workover jobs were also car-
ried out to revive and enhance oil and 
gas production.

During the period, the company’s net 
Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) produc-
tion stood at 802 tons, showing increase 
of 16 percent as compared to the cor-
responding year due to starting produc-
tion from Bitrisim, Nashpa and Kunnar 
Pasakhi Deep fields.

Despite, natural depletion at mature 
producing fields and short lifting of 
crude oil by refineries at Nashpa and TAY 
fields, average daily net crude oil produc-
tion remained stable at 40,810 barrels.

Likewise, average daily net saleable gas 
production remained steady at 1,014 
MMCF despite natural decline at mature 
producing fields and less gas intake at 
Uch-I field due to “extended ATA and 
tripping of turbines at UPL-I.”

PMYAP gears up to ensure 
2 million jobs for youth

ISLAMABAD

 Prime Minister Youth Affairs Program 
(PMYAP) gears up to ensure two mil-
lion jobs through its programme “Job for 
Pakistan” in line with the Prime Minister’s 
vision to make the young generation eco-
nomically strong and independent.

An official said that the programme has 
been planned systematically through digi-
talized system. It would help collect the 
data of the applicants without any hiccups 
and complicated procedures. The stu-
dents would simply upload their curricu-
lum vitae (CV) online and the programme 
would further verify the data, he added.

He said as per the bio data of the indi-
viduals provided through their CVs they 
would be adjusted in private sector com-
panies and various institutions. “Either 
qualified or skilled would be adjusted 
according to their area of expertise in 
local and international labour markets,” 
he added.

He said, “Besides educated youth the 

skilled youth like electricians, plumbers, 
technicians, car and motor mechanics 
would also get employment.”

He said that every year five lac students 
get their qualified done and get degrees, 
however, Job for Pakistan will help them 
get job after completing their studies.

He said the previous government could 
not succeed in empowering youth so its 
PTI government’s manifesto to create ten 
million jobs.

Asian stocks sink, dollar unhurt 
after Trump impeachment vote

BEIJING/TOKOYO

 The dollar was down 0.1 percent in 
early London trading on Thursday, little 
changed by US President Donald Trump’s 
impeachment, while the Swedish crown 
edged higher when the Riksbank became 
the first central bank to exit negative rates 
territory.

Reaction to the Riksbank’s decision to 
bring interest rates up to 0 percent was 
limited because the action was already 
priced into the market. Versus the euro, 
the crown was last up 0.2 percent .

The Riksbank is the prime example of 
a central bank flying the white flag after 
years of expansionary monetary policy 
and to have thrown in the towel in a state 
of exasperation, Commerzbank FX strate-

gist Ulrich Leuchtmann wrote in a note 
to clients.

Fritz Louw, FX strategist at MUFG, said 
that the rate hike was interesting because 
the Swedish financial sector had not been 
particularly damaged by Sweden’s nega-
tive rate policy. Although Sweden’s infla-
tion has risen recently, it is still below the 
Riksbank’s target.

The Norwegian crown was up 0.2 per-
cent versus the euro, before the Norges 
Bank monetary policy decision due at 
9.00 GMT. The rate is expected to remain 
unchanged at 1.5 percent. The Norwegian 
crown was up 0.1 percent against the dol-
lar and flat against the euro.

Meanwhile, Asian stock markets 
sank Thursday after the US House 

of Representatives voted to impeach 
President Donald Trump and Japan’s 
central bank kept ultra-low interest rates 
unchanged.

Following a listless day on Wall Street, 
investors looked ahead to other inter-
est rate decisions by central banks 
in Indonesia, Taiwan and Sweden. 
Benchmarks in Shanghai, Tokyo, Hong 
Kong, Seoul and Southeast Asia retreated.

The House vote sends Trump’s case 
to the Senate for trial. Republicans who 
control that house say they plan to acquit 
him.

Trump is accused of abusing his office 
by pressing the government of Ukraine 
to investigate a potential political rival 
ahead of next year’s presidential elec-

tion. He also is accused of obstructing 
efforts by Congress to investigate those 
allegations.

The outcome will be “greater polariza-
tion, and a rapid Senate dismissal of the 
charges made in the House, and then 
even greater polarization,” said Rabobank 
in a report.

The Shanghai Composite Index lost 0.2 
percent to 3,010.73 and Tokyo’s Nikkei 
225 shed 0.3 percent to 23,868.82. Hong 
Kong’s Hang Seng tumbled 0.5 percent 
to 27,747.22.

Seoul’s Kospi was off one point at 
2,193.51 and Sydney’s S&P-ASX 200 lost 
0.3 percent to 6,833.10. India’s Sensex 
opened up 0.1 percent at 41,622.19 
while New Zealand also gained. Taiwan, 




