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Life is a marathon, 
not a sprint. It’s about 
taking a bigger-picture 

approach.

Ivanka Trump 

Weekly Energy Recap: Economic  
anxiety hits oil prices

Price of Industry-related products to 
witness decline: Hammad 

JEDDAH/BEIJING/NEW YORK

The coronavirus outbreak in China is preventing 
clothing manufacturer Ugly Duck Industry from re-
suming its normal production of winter coats, so it has 
pivoted to another in-demand product: Hazmat suits.

The company in the eastern China export hub of 
Wenzhou has hastily repurposed its assembly line, put-
ting the few dozen workers it could muster to produce 
thousands of single-use protective suits daily.

Ugly Duck — referring to the proverbial duckling 
that becomes a swan — is among the many Chinese 
manufacturers heeding calls to address shortages of 
face masks, medical equipment and other supplies to 
fight the coronavirus.The contagion has killed more 
than 2,800 people and infected some 79,000 in China, 
sparking global fears and a run on supplies. Wenzhou is 
one the hardest-hit areas, with 504 cases and one death 
as of Friday, compared with 337 infections in far larger 
Shanghai.Along with other cities in Zhejiang province, 
Wenzhou adopted harsh restrictions on residents’ 
movements on Feb. 2. Ugly Duck was asked by local 
authorities to do its part. “As soon as we received this 

The Asian Telegraph

KARACHI

Federal Planning Minister Asad Umar has an-
nounced that Prime Minister Imran Khan will 
visit Karachi to inaugurate flyover projects con-
structed in Karachi.

Asad Umar made the media statement while 
visiting three flyover projects in Karachi. Sindh 
Governor Imran Ismail, Planning Minister Asad 
Umar, Mayor Karachi Waseem Akhtar, Ali Zaidi, 
Firdous Shamim Naqvi, Ameenul Haq, Usama 
Qadri and other officials have visited the under-
construction flyovers in Karachi on Sunday.

During the visit, Asad Umar was briefed over 
the construction and development progress of 
the flyovers being constructed at KDA, Five Star 
and Sakhi Hassan areas with the cost of Rs2.3 
billion.

Governor Ismail, Asad Umar and Mayor 
Karachi have also inspected the ongoing con-
struction work of the flyovers. The planning 
minister announced that PM Imran Khan will 
soon visit Karachi to inaugurate the projects 
and the flyovers will be opened for public 
transport at earliest. He added that the repair 
work of service roads adjacent to the flyovers 
is also underway.Umar said that the federal 
government is working efficiently to provide 
relief to the nationals besides creating oppor-
tunities, especially for the youth. He added that 
Kamyab Jawan programme will generate job 
opportunities for the nationals while 500,000 
people will get training for different skills under 
Hunarmand Pakistan project. The minister con-
tinued that the federal government will also dis-
patch Rs20 billion worth loans among women 
to give them chances to play an active role for 
the development of the society.

Aramco passes final EU regulatory 
hurdle in $69bn SABIC deal

PM launches multi-billion Blue 
Area commercial project
PM Khan to give Ehsaas Undergraduate Scholarships today

LONDON
Saudi Aramco has won EU antitrust ap-

proval for its $69 billion purchase of a 70 
percent stake in SABIC. It means that the 
Saudi oil company has overcome the last 
big regulatory hurdle in the mega deal that 
will see ownership of the majority stake 
transferred from the Kingdom’s Public 
Investment Fund of Saudi Arabia (PIF).

“With this, the proposed acquisition has 
now received unconditional clearance in all 
jurisdictions in which pre-notification an-
titrust filings are required,” Saudi Aramco 
said in a statement on Sunday. “The clos-
ing of the proposed transaction is subject 
to the remaining customary closing con-
ditions contained in the Share Purchase 
Agreement.”Saudi Aramco’s planned pur-
chase of the region’s biggest petrochemical 
company comes as it targets downstream 
investments in a move away from relying 
on crude oil sales. The company is also in-
vesting heavily in natural gas, the feedstock 
for most of the petrochemicals that SABIC 
manufactures in the Kingdom.

Last month Saudi Arabia revealed plans 
for a $110 billion project to develop a gas 
field in eastern Saudi Arabia.

The Jafurah field — which lies southeast 
of Ghawar, the world’s largest conventional 
oil field — holds an estimated 200 trillion 
cubic feet of wet gas, and is capable of pro-
ducing 130,000 barrels per day of ethane 
and 500,000 barrels per day of gas liquids 
and condensates.Over 22 years, Jafurah 

could generate $8.6 billion a year in in-
come and contribute $20 billion a year to 
the Kingdom’s GDP.State oil company Saudi 
Aramco 2222.SE declined to comment. 
The OPEC+ panel that recommended the 
600,000 bpd cut, called the Joint Technical 
Committee, is scheduled to convene again 
on March 3, two sources said, to revise the 
recommendation in the light of more recent 
oil market data.

ISLAMABAD
The Federal government has so far au-

thorized release of Rs 464.707 billion for 
various ongoing and new social sector 
uplift projects under its Public Sector 
Development Program (PSDP) 2019-
20, as against the total allocation of Rs 
701 billion.

Under its development program, the 
government has authorized release 
of an amount of Rs 193.073 billion for 
federal ministries, Rs 157.716 billion 
for corporations and Rs 34.215 billion 
for special areas, according to a latest 
data released by Ministry of Planning, 
Development and Reform. Out of these 
allocations, the government authorized 
release of Rs 38.45 billion for security 
enhancement in the country .

An amount of Rs 77.655 billion has 
also been authorized for the blocks 
managed by Finance Division under the 
government’s 10 years development 
program. Similarly for Higher educa-
tion Commission, the government au-
thorized an amount of Rs 22.38 billion 
out of its total allocation of Rs 29 billion 

PC authorizes release of Rs 
464.706bn for development projects

ISLAMABAD

Federal Minister for Economic Affairs Hammad 
Azhar on Sunday said that the petroleum price 
was decreased by five rupees per litre and soon 
the prices of other products related to industry 
would witness a decline.“Prices of commodities 
like onion, tomatoes and flour have already wit-
nessed a sharp decline,” he said while talking to 
media.The minister said that the incumbent gov-
ernment-led by Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) 
faced severe economic issues when it came to 
power and had to take strict decisions despite 
their reluctance.“If we have had not taken those 
decisions then the situation could be more than 
worst,” he said and added that they have brought 
the economy out of the intensive care unit and 
soon it would witness growth. Azhar said that 
their top priority is to develop under privileged 
areas of the country that were once neglected. 
“Earlier billions of rupees were diverted towards 
projects in developed areas for facilitating the 
privileged class,” he said.Speaking over bring-
ing the country out of the Financial Action Task 

PM to inaugurate 
flyover projects in 

Karachi: Asad

 Ogra notifies 
reduction in LPG 
cylinder price by 

Rs 150  
ISLAMABAD

Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority 
(Ogra) has announced to provide 
relief to the household consumers, 
lowering the Liquefied Petroleum 
Gas (LPG) prices by Rs 150 per 
11.8 kilogram cylinder used for 
household purpose. A notification 
for reduction in the prices was is-
sues by the Ogra.

The household cylinder weighing 
upto 11.8 kilograms would now 
cost upto Rs 1530.17 from March 
as compared to its previous price 
of Rs 1680.21.

The relief in prices of LPG cylin-
ders used for household purpose 
came a day after the federal gov-
ernment announced a major re-
duction in petrol and diesel prices 
for the month of March in order to 
provide some relief to the infla-
tion-hit masses. 

The one litre price of petrol has 
been reduced by Rs5 to Rs111.60, 
while that of high speed diesel by 
Rs5 to 122.26.

The price of light diesel has been 
decreased by Rs7 to Rs77.51 per 
litre. The new prices will be ef-
fective from March 1. The govern-
ment slashed the price of kerosene 
oil by 7 rupees to 77.51 rupees.

It is to mention here that the 
Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority 
(OGRA) had recommended a re-
duction in the prices of petrol and 
diesel. A summary calling for a 
reduction of Rs6 per litre in pet-
rol price and Rs7.50 per litre in 
the price of diesel was sent to the 
Finance Division for approval. The 
recent drop in prices has been at-
tributed to a decrease in oil prices 
in the international market.

while Rs 229.470 million were 
released for Pakistan Nuclear 
Energy Authority for which the 
government had allocated Rs 
301.48 million in the develop-
ment budget.

Under current year’s devel-
opment agenda, the govern-
ment authorized release of Rs 
145.009 billion for National 
Highway Authority (NHA) 
against its allocations of Rs 
154.96 billion. Under an-
nual development agenda, 

Force (FATF) grey list, the minister said that 
Pakistan was placed on the list in February 2018 
and since after coming into power they were 
able to implement on the 14 points of the 28-
point implementation plan from the anti-money 
laundering body. He said that currently, the State 
Bank of Pakistan is independent in its working 
in contrast to the past and the decision has 
yielded positive results for them. “The inflation 
has witnessed a decline and if this continues 
then the interest rate could also come down,” 
the minister said. Hammad Azhar lamented the 
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) and 
said that despite their mantra that the govern-
ment could not tackle the economic issues, the 
PTI-led government has successfully bring im-
provements on the economic front.“Their tenure 
to rule has now gone as PTI will now rule for 
decades owing to its public-friendly policies,” 
he claimed.The minister also credited Prime 
Minister Imran Khan for successful signing of 
deal between the United States (US) and Taliban, 
saying that it was the victory of the 10-year old 
narrative of the premier.

mission, we reorganized our production 
line within 60 hours,” company presi-
dent Pan Yue said.The suits are sold to 
the government at cost and intended for 
local epidemic-control efforts. But with 
the virus hitting other countries, the 

company plans to continue hazmat suit 
production even after normal operations 
resume. “We are considering export to 
Italy or wherever they are needed,” Pan 
said. “We want to contribute to society 
and to the world.”

the government also released 
Rs 10.143 billion for Railways 
Division out of total allocation 
of Rs 16 billion, Rs 6.087 bil-
lion for Interior Division, and 
Rs 7.53 billion for National 
Health Services, Regulations, 
and Coordination Division.

The Revenue Division received 
Rs 4.26 billion whereas the 
Cabinet Division also received 
Rs 30.175 billion for which an 
amount of Rs 39.986 billion 
has been allocated for the year 
2019-20. 

ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Imran Khan Sun-
day launched the multi-billion 
rupee commercial project of Blue 
Area to auction the land and spend 
the revenue for rehabilitation of 
Islamabad and construction of 
low-cost housing units.“Launching 
the Islamabad Blue Area multi bil-
lion rupees commercial project 
today. This will not only provide 
jobs but will also attract invest-
ment from overseas Pakistanis,” 
the prime minister tweeted while 
also sharing an image of being 
briefed about the project on site 
by Chairman CDA and Chairman 
Naya Pakistan Housing and De-
velopment Authority (NAPHDA). 
The open auction of the land, lo-
cated opposite F-9 Park, has been 

scheduled from April 14 to 16.

The prime minister was ap-
prised that the receipts from the 
commercial auction would be 
utilized primarily for rehabilita-
tion of Islamabad, provision of 
services and improvement of the 
environment.A chunk of the rev-
enue would also be utilized for 
construction of low cost housing 
particularly for provision of re-
spectable accommodation to resi-
dents of approved slums through 
NAPHDA.This initiative coupled 
with several incentives to the con-
struction sector including ease of 
deposit in advance tax on pro rata 
basis will encourage investment, 
result in job creation and speed up 
economic activity in the country. 
Particular instructions were given 

that trees should be preserved in 
this venture.

 The prime minister said one each 
such mega project would also be 
launched in Lahore and Karachi 
soon.The prime minister was 
briefed about the receipts of the 
commercial auction, which will 
be held from April 14-16. He was 
told that the funds will be used to 
rehabilitate the city, in the provi-
sion of services and to improve 
the environment. “A portion will 
also be utilized for construction of 
low-cost housing, particularly for 
provision of dignified accommo-
dation to residents of approved 
katchi abadis through Naya Paki-
stan Housing and Development 
Authority,” it was stated.The gov-
ernment said that the project will 

speed up economic activity in the 
country, result in job creation and 
encourage investment. PM Imran 
gave specific instructions to pre-
serve trees as construction begins.
In a bid to curtail unemployment 
and establish a passive income 
source for construction under the 
Naya Pakistan Housing Scheme, 
the government has decided to ex-
pand the existing commercial area 
in Islamabad. This has been done 
by building another commercial 
zone.

The area opposite to the F-9 park 
in Islamabad will be utilised to 
build the commercial zone. This 
is the first time in the history of 
Islamabad that a government has 
decided to expand the commercial 
zone.
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COVID-19 patients fast 
recovering in China

T he proportion of Chinese patients who recovered 
from the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) and 
were discharged from hospitals continued to rise 
in the past week to reach 52.1 percent as the fa-
vorable effects of the prevention and control meas-
ures and medical treatment become obvious.  
The recovery rate of COVID-19 patients in Hubei and 
Wuhan have also increased in the past week, indi-
cating that the overall situation of epidemic preven-

tion and control continues to improve and the effect of medical treatment is 
obvious, said Mi Feng, a spokesperson for the National Health Commission. 
Mi said China is now facing risks brought about by the resump-
tion of work and production and the rise of confirmed cases abroad. 
He added that differentiated measures will be adopted for dif-
ferent regions according to the local epidemic situation 
President Xi Jinping stressed that ensuring the safety and 
health of the people is a major task of the ruling party. 
In addition to securing a victory in the current fight against the epidemic with 
scientific and targeted measures, he called for greater efforts in strengthen-
ing areas of weakness and closing the loopholes exposed in the outbreak to 
improve the institutions and mechanisms for major epidemic prevention 
and control and the national public health emergency management system. 
The epidemic prevention and control was at a critical stage, he stressed the utmost 
importance of carrying out the work in a law-based, scientific and orderly manner. 
Efforts should be made to reform and improve the disease pre-
vention and control system to prevent minor illness from becom-
ing major epidemics, strengthen the training of general practitioners, 
and improve a coordinated system for major public health risk analy-
sis, evaluation, decision-making, and prevention and control, he said. 
The novel coronavirus, first identified in China at the end of the last year has 
now been reported in 50 countries including Pakistan, so since situation is fast 
changing in China so Pakistan should learn from its tested friend experience to 
nib the evil in the bud.  

POL prices reduction

F In a welcome development, the government has reduced local 
petroleum products’ prices up to Rs7 per litre for March 2020 
following the directives of Prime Minister Imran Khan, which 
will help rein in the rising inflationary trend in the country.   
On Saturday, the government announced a Rs 5 per litre 
each in petrol and diesel prices and Rs7per litre each 
in kerosene and Light Diesel Oil (LDO) effective from 
March 1 to midnight of 31, 2020. Since the PTI govern-
ment came into power in August 2018, the crude oil 

prices were reduced by $16.29 (or 22.46 per cent). In August 2018, the Brent 
oil spot price in the international market was $72.5 per barrel and now in 
February 2020, it has come down to $56.21 a barrel. Comparing with January 
2020 prices of $63.83/barrel, the Brent lost its value by 12.12 per cent.  
The decision would go a long way in bringing down the rate of inflation be-
cause fuel is the primary source of transportation and agriculture in the country. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has already stated few days ago that his government 
will announce on Tuesday measures to reduce the prices of basic food items. 
In a series of tweets, the premier said he understand the difficul-
ties people are going through because of inflation. The measures he 
spoke about will be decided during a cabinet meeting. He also said 
that the government is investigating the sugar and flour price hikes. 
Inflation in Pakistan climbed to 14.6% in January, a 12-year high. This, 
coupled with the sugar and flour price hikes and higher tariffs on im-
ported goods, has left consumers worried over how to make ends meet. 
The petroleum price was decreased by five rupees per litre and soon the prices 
of other products related to industry would witness a decline.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Chris, Katherine open up about their family 

KARACHI
More than half of the country’s popula-

tion is overweight or faces obesity, which is 
making a majority of the people vulnerable 
to multiple diseases and health complica-
tions that could prove fatal, says a study 
conducted by an official research body.

As per the study, more than half of the 
population is at risk of fatal diseases due to 
obesity. The study further said children — 
not only adults — were also becoming obese 
at an increased rate. According to a report 
Atlas of Childhood Obesity published by the 
World Obesity Foundation, the number of 
children living with obesity was predicted 
to cross five million in Pakistan by the year 
2030.

According to the data, 5,412,457 children 
in the country between the ages of 5-19 
years would be obese. In the list of countries 

predicted to have over one million school-
age children and youth living with obesity 
in 2030, Pakistan ranked 9th, with China, 
India, and the United States topping the list.

Officials and experts who helped write the 
report about a recent survey conducted by 
the Pakistan Health Research Council said 
the fresh data showed alarming trends in 
society, where not only adults but children 
too were fast becoming patients of obesity-
linked diseases.

“In the countrywide study two cutoffs 
were put as standards by the experts,” said 
a source citing findings of the study.

“According to the WHO [World Health 
Organisation] 58.1 per cent people of 
Pakistan are overweight and 43.9 per cent 
of population is suffering from obesity. 
Similarly, according to the Asian cutoffs, 72.3 
per cent people of Pakistan are overweight 

and 58.1 per cent of the population is suf-
fering from obesity. These are fresh figures 
suggesting an alarming trend.”

Data shows not only adults but children 
are also falling victim to obesity-linked dis-
eases, says research organisation

Health professionals and practitioners saw 
the study as a “wakeup call” and called for 
promoting healthy lifestyle including im-
portance of daily exercise, consumption of 
healthy food and educating young children 
about the need for taking part in physical 
activity and avoiding junk food.

“And most alarmingly, we are seeing these 
trends in the children,” said Dr Musarrat 
Riaz of Baqai Institute of Diabetology and 
Endocrinology, who assisted the PHRC in 
the recent study on overweight and obesity.

“If we talk about the trend, there is no 
urban-rural divide. 

2 MarchDuring the Texas Revolution, a convention of 
American Texans meets at Washington-on-the-Brazos 
and declares the independence of Texas from Mexico. 
The delegates chose David Burnet as provisional presi-
dent and confirmed Sam Houston as the commander 
in chief of all Texan forces. The Texans also adopted a 
constitution that protected the free practice of slavery, 
which had been prohibited by Mexican law. Meanwhile, 
in San Antonio, Mexican General Antonio Lopez de Santa 
Anna’s siege of the Alamo continued, and the fort’s 185 
or so American defenders waited for the final Mexican 
assault.On February 23, Santa Anna and some 3,000 
Mexican troops besieged the Alamo, and the former mis-
sion was bombarded with cannon and rifle fire for 12 
days. On February 24, in the chaos of the siege, Colonel 
Travis smuggled out a letter that read: “To the People 
of Texas and All Americans in the World…. I shall never 
surrender or retreat…. Victory or Death!” On March 1, 
the last Texan reinforcements from nearby Gonzales 
broke through the enemy’s lines and into the Alamo, 
bringing the total defenders to approximately 185. On 
March 2, Texas’ revolutionary government formally de-
clared its independence from Mexico.In 1820, Moses 
Austin, a U.S. citizen, asked the Spanish government in 
Mexico for permission to settle in sparsely populated 
Texas. Land was granted, but Austin died soon thereaf-
ter, so his son, Stephen F. Austin, took over the project. 
In 1821, Mexico gained independence from Spain, and 
Austin negotiated a contract with the new Mexican gov-
ernment that allowed him to lead some 300 families 
to the Brazos River. Under the terms of the agreement.

More than 50 percent population in Pakistan is obese: study

NEW YORK

Chris Pratt’s recent announcement and 
plans are sending fans over the moon 
in excitement and it seems as though its 
closer to completion than expected. Chris 
Pratt only recently married Katherine 
Schwarzenegger and it seems as though 
they are both madly in love, and gushing 
over each other.During a recent interview 
with E-News, an inside source revealed, 
“Katherine and Chris have been very open 
about wanting kids soon.” In regards to 
how many kids are in their future, the 
source revealed, “The future? Oh. Lots of 
kids.” The source stated, “She’s expressed 
she’d love to be pregnant in early 2020,” 
and that “Chris has a busy year coming up 
with filming, but both of them are ready 
to start this next chapter and bring a baby 
into their happy marriage.”

Shortly after her wedding, Katherine re-
vealed her marriage to Chris Pratt as “the 
best day of our lives” and that “we became 
husband and wife in front of God, our fam-
ilies and those we love.” So it seems there 
might be a cluster of cute babies in the fu-
ture for fans to gush over.

Today in History

The hazardous spread of corona virusThe hazardous spread of corona virus

T he World Health Organization has 
declared a global health emer-
gency over a new coronavirus, 
which causes an illness officially 
known as COVID-19 that has 
killed more than 2,800 people 
worldwide. New cases of infec-
tion from a new coronavirus that 
emerged in the central Chinese 

city of Wuhan late last year are being reported daily 
around the world. With infections spreading to more 
countries every day, the effects of the virus appear to 
be very close to meeting the definition of a pandemic. 

The virus has proliferated in parts of Asia, Europe 
and the Middle East in recent days, with the death toll 
rising in Iran, infections in South Korea passing 1,200 
and the first suspected case recorded in Latin America  
even as the number of deaths and fresh cases decline 
at the disease’s centre in China. Covid-19 has now 
reached dozens of countries with Austria, Croatia and 
Switzerland the latest to declare cases. Thousands of 
people affected by the coronavirus globally have already 

recovered. As Covid-19 is a viral illness, antibiotics are of 
no use and neither are antiviral drugs that work against 
flu. Recovery depends on the strength of the immune 
system and many of those who have died were already 
in poor health. The World Health Organization recom-
mends people take simple precautions to reduce expo-
sure and transmission. It seems to start with a fever, 
followed by a dry cough. After a week, it leads to short-
ness of breath and some patients require hospital treat-
ment. The incubation period - between infection and 
showing any symptoms - lasts up to 14 days, according 
to the World Health Organization (WHO). But some re-
searchers say it may be as long as 24 days.

And Chinese scientists say some people may be infec-
tious even before their symptoms appear. Right now, 
treatment relies on the basics - keeping the patient’s 
body going, including breathing support, until their 
immune system can fight off the virus. However, the 
work to develop a vaccine is under way and it is hoped 
there will be human trials before the end of the year. 
Due to its outbreak worldwide Asian stocks tracked a 
plunge on Wall Street, where the benchmark S&P 500 
index fell more than 4 percent, extending a rout that 
has sliced more than 10 percent from its closing peak 
on February 19. The 2003 SARS coronavirus pandemic, 
which infected approximately 8,000 people and killed 
about 800, has become the inevitable point of reference 
for analysing the impact of the current coronavirus out-
break. Understanding the similarities and differences 
between these outbreaks will be critical to managing 
the new virus. 

The global economy has also started taking a hit from 
the disruption to supply chains: Wuhan is a significant e-

commerce and industrial shipping hub and China is the 
source of a significant amount of active ingredients for 
pharmaceutical products and personal protective equip-
ment that is now in high demand globally. Americans are 
growing more worried about a potential hit on the U.S. 
economy from the coronavirus outbreak, as economic 
policymakers consider how to grapple with the expected 
fallout. The fear that coronavirus will continue to spread 
and impact the global economy looks to be the main 
reason for the economic disruption. 

The stock market isn’t the economy, but it’s a signal 
that investors are worried about the economic outlook 
for the coming year because of the virus. Basically, 
they’re predicting that the coronavirus will continue to 
spread and cause more disruptions, depress demand, 
and maybe cause a global slowdown. US tech giants 
Apple and Microsoft are among the companies that have 
said their business will be affected, while investment 
bank Goldman Sachs warned that the coronavirus is 
likely to wipe out any growth in US company profits 
this year. The head of the International Monetary Fund, 
Kristalina Georgieva, said that the global lender of last 
resort was ready to provide additional support, particu-
larly to poorer countries by way of grants and debt relief. 
Therefore, the most immediate impact has been felt by 
multinational retailers, airlines and tourism-related 
businesses. 

 Texas declares independence 

NEW YORK

NASA’s robotic InSight lander has for 
the first time established that Mars is 
seismically active, but do not call the 
shaking, rattling and rolling taking 
place on the Red Planet earthquakes. 
The proper term, fittingly, is mars-
quakes.Scientists said on Monday the 
InSight lander, which touched down on 
the planet’s surface in November 2018 
to begin the first mission to study the 
deep interior of Mars, has since de-
tected around 450 marsquakes, most 
of modest strength.
The Martian seismic activity recorded 
by the lander’s seismometer, a ground-
motion detection sensor, was found to 
be greater than that of the moon, but 
less than that of Earth.

The Martian seismic activity gener-
ally arises from the planet’s long-term 
cooling from its molten beginnings 
in the formation of the solar system 
roughly 4.5 billion years ago.
“As the planet cools, it contracts, and 
then the brittle outer layers have to 

fracture in order to sort of maintain 
themselves on the surface. That’s kind 
of the long-term source of stresses,” 
said planetary geophysicist and mis-
sion principal investigator Bruce Ba-
nerdt of NASA’s Jet Propulsion Labora-
tory in California.
The existence of seismic activity on 
Mars had long been suspected but 
until now had not been definitively 
detected. 

NASA robotic lander confirms quakes 
on Mars

Writer is the Assistant Editor ‘Mélange int’l 
Magazine’, ‘The Asian Telegraph’ & Project 
Coordinator (COPAIR); a degree holder in 

communication & media sciences.

TAT Special

Saima Zaman
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ری ک �ش �ن واال �تُ �ی وب �پ س ےس روزانہ 5 لی�ٹ کوال م�ش یس �ب پ �پ
زمدی رئیش

امثعہین: رتک رہشی ےن ااشکنف ایک ےہ ہک وہ زگہتش 25 ربس ےس روزاہن اپچن رٹیل وکال رشموب یپ راہ ےہ اور اس ےک العوہ ھچک اور اھکات اتیپ ںیہن۔ریغ یکلم ربخ راسں ادارے ےک اطمقب 35 ربس ےک اامسلیع اوولت ےن اتبای 

ہک وہ دس ربس یک رمع ےس روزاہن اکی اخص رباڈن اک وکال رشموب اتیپ ےہ۔ ادتبا ںیم ہی دقمار اکی ےس دو رٹیل یھت وج ڑبھ رک اب اپچن رٹیل کت چنہپ یکچ ےہ۔اامسلیع حبص دیبار وہےن ےک دعب یہ وکال رشموب انیپ رشوع 

رکداتی ےہ اور اپین یھب ںیہن اتیپ۔ وہ اکی رکیبی اک امکل ےہ اور اشم ےک وتق اکی اخص رطح یک رٹسیپی ےک العوہ ھچک اور ںیہن اھک اپات۔اس  اک انہک ےہ ہک اےس وکالرشموب یک تل گل یکچ ےہ اور ہی رگسٹی ونیش 

ےس یھب دبرت ےہ۔ اامسلیع اےنپ ےنلم واولں وک یھب ہی رشموب ےنیپ یک دوعت داتی ےہ اور اس اک اکی دوتس یھب روزاہن اکی رٹیل وکال رشموب ےنیپ اک اعدی وہاکچ ےہ۔

۔  وزریامظع وک ونلب اویارڈ دای اجےئ، اطمہبل وسلش 
ڈیمای رپ اٹپ رٹڈنی نب ایگ

یلات ےک اطمقب ااغفن انم اعمدہہ وزریامظع رمعان اخن ےک وژن یک تیج ےہ،  فص�
ت
راوڈنپل�ی�

اعیمل ربادری ےن رمعان اخن ےک 19 اسل ےلہپ دےیئ ےئگ ایبےین وک میلست رکایل۔ارماکی اور اطابلن 

وک ذمارکات یک زیم رپ ٓاان یہ ڑپا، امسیج راےطب یک وبی اسٹئ وٹرٹی رپ وزریامظع رمعان اخن وک ونلب 

اویارڈ دےنی اک اطمہبل اٹپ رٹڈنی نب ایگ۔وگررن اجنپب وچدہری رسور اک انہک ےہ ہک رمعان اخن گنج 

یک اخمتفل رکےت رےہ، رہ احلظ ےس ونلب ااعنم ےک دقحار ںیہ۔واحض رےہ ہک ااغفن انم اعمدہہ 

ان دصر اور رطق ےن 
غ
ٓ
غ
ںیم اپاتسکن ےک دیلکی رکدار یک اسری داین رتعمف ےہ، ارماکی، اطابلن، ا�

اپاتسکن ےس ااہظر رکشت ایک ےہ۔

رتیک ےن ادسرمیج ےک یئک ایطرے اور کنیٹ ابتہ رکدےی

ارقنہ: رتیک ےن ادبل ںیم اشبراالدس وکحتم ےک الخف وفیج ٓارپنشی رشوع رکےت وہےئ اخمنیفل وک 

اھبری اصقنن اچنہپای ےہ۔رتک ڈیمای روپرسٹ ےک اطمقب 27 رفوری وک ادبل ںیم 33 رتک وفویجں 

یک اومات ےک دعب ادسرمیج ےک الخف ڑبے امیپےن رپ وفیج اکرروایئ رشوع رکدی یئگ ےہ سج ںیم 

وکحیتم وفرزس اور ان ےک فیلح رویس امحتی ایہتف ایشیلم وک اشنہن انبای اجراہ ےہ۔

20 زہار  2 الھک  ۔رکوان وارئس اک ٹسیٹ رکواےن رپ 
روےپ ےس زادئ رمق ااعنم دےنی اک االعن

ارقنہ ۔وہےب یک ااظتنہیم ےن امتم رہشویں وک رکوان وارئس ٹسیٹ رکواےن ےک وعض رمق دےنی اک االعن 
ایک ہی شیپ شک اُن رہشویں ےک ےیل ںیہن ےہ وج  اس وارئس ےس ےلہپ اتمرث وہےکچ ںیہ۔روپرٹ 
ز یک اشندنیہ 

غ
یس� ےک اطمقب وکحتم یک اجبن ےس االعن ایک ایگ ےہ ہک رہشی رکوان ےک اےسیےئن ک�

رکںی ہک نج ےک ٹسیٹ تبثم ٓاںیئ۔ وہےب ےک رہش ایچایجنگن ںیم رکوان وارئس ےک وحاےل ےس 
انبےئ اجےن واےل رٹنکول ڈیہوکاررٹز ےن رہشویں وک ااعنم دےنی اک االعن 27 رفوری وک ایک سج اک 

االطق دو امرچ ےس وہاگ

۔ رکایچ: انایب رہن ےک 11 وچبں یک دیپاشئ

رکایچ: نشلگ اابقل ںیم واعق افسری اپرک ںیم وموجد انایب لسن ےک رہونں ےن 11 ےچب دےی وک 
ابلکل تحص دنم اور دنترتس ںیہ۔ڈارئرٹکی افسری اپرک ونکر اویب ےن رہن ےک وچبں یک دیپاشئ 
یک دصتقی رکےت وہےئ اہک ہک اکی امہ ےک دوران اپچن رہونں ےن ایگرہ وچبں وک منج دای۔اوہنں ےن 
اتبای ہک ورٹیرنی ڈارٹکز ےن وچبں اک اعمہنئ ایک اور اںیہن دنترتس رقار دای۔ونکر اویب اک انہک  اھت ہک 
وچبں وک دیپاشئ ےک یئک روز دعب اسےنم الان ایعمری رطہقی اکر ےہ۔ اوہنں ےن اتبای ہک وعام یک ڑبی 

دعتاد وچبں وک دےنھکی ےک ےیل افسری اپرک ٓاریہ ےہ۔

۔اتلمن رہش داین ےک رتہبنی اقمامت ںیم ےس اکی ےہ، 

اڈنیی الفور

اتلمن :ہی ابت اوہنں ےن ڈیمای ےس وگتفگ رکےت وہےئ یہک، اسقب رکرٹک ےن اتلمن رکٹک اڈیٹسمی 
ںیم وہم رکاؤڈ یک امحتی وک رساےتہ وہےئ اہک ہک اتلمن اڈیٹسمی ںیم 80زہار رہشویں ےن یپ اسی الی 
اک اشدنار اابقتسل ایک۔اوہنں ےن زمدی اہک ہک24،800ارفاد یک اجنگشئ رےنھک واےل اتلمن رکٹک 
اڈیٹسمی ںیم اشنیقئ ےن ہن رصف وہم اسڈیئ ہکلب درگی ومیٹں یک یھب امحتی یک۔ اتلمن اطلسزن ےن اشپور 
ڈی ارٹیز وک )30 رزن( ےس تیج رک اچروں 

�
ی� زیمل وک )ھچ وٹک( ، رکایچ زگنک وک )52 رزن( اور وکہٹئ گل�

۔اڈنیی الفور ےن اہک ہک اتلمن ںیم امہرا ایقم اتلمن ےک ولوگں یک 
ئ
دن دماوحں ےک ےئل ایداگر انبد�ی

رگم وجیش اور امہمن ونازی یک دبوتل ایداگر راہ۔ ان ونیتں ولیھکں ںیم اشنیقئ یک رھبوپر رشتک 
ریغ ومعمیل یھت اور ےھجم ادیم ےہ ہک اتلمن ےک اشنیقئ ان رپافرسنم رپ رخف وسحمس رکےت ںیہ۔

۔رہشوز اور اسرئہ ےن دحیلعیگ یک دصتقی رکدی

رکایچ: الیصفتت ےک اطمقب رہشوز زبسواری اور ان یک اہیلہ اسرئہ ےک وحاےل ےس دنچ امہ لبق 
ربخںی رگدش رکریہ ںیھت ہک دوونں ےن اینپ راںیہ دجا رکیل ںیہ اور ان ربخوں ےک رظنماعم 
رپ ٓاےن ےک دعب رہشوز ےن وڈیوی اغیپم ےک ذرےعی اتبای اھت ہک ریمے اور اسرئہ اک رہتش ربرقار 

ےہ امہرے درایمن الطق ںیہن وہیئ۔

اور اسرئہ ویفس ےن وسلش ڈیمای رپ اینپ دحیلعیگ یک اباقدعہ دصتقی  اتمہ زگہتش روز رہشوز 
رکدی، دوونں ےن وسلش ڈیمای رپ اکی اسھت اکی یہ وتق ںیم اکی اسیج اغیپم رئیش ایک، اغیپم 
ےک اطمقب دوونں ےن ذایت االتخافت ےک ابثع اینپ اشدی وک اباقدعہ متخ رکےن اک االعن ایک۔

انسدی  ربخی  وخش  وک  ن  ی
ت

وخا� ےن   
ن

ی �ب ٹ  ی
ٹ

اس  وگررن 

دلج: 10،امشرہ299  رعمجات  27  رفوری  2020 

ںیم  ذاخرئ  ےک  زرابمدہل 
8 رکوڑ ڈارل اک ااضہف . 7

رکایچ: اٹیٹس کنیب ٓاف اپاتسکن ےک زرابمدہل ےک ذاخرئ8.7 
1 ارب ڈارل یک حطس رپ چنہپ  2 . 5 9 رکوڑ ڈارل ااضےف ےک دعب 

ےئگ۔
الیصفتت ےک اطمقب اٹیٹس کنیب ٓاف اپاتسکن ےک اجری رکدہ 
8 رکوڑ ڈارل اک  . ادعاد وامشر ےک اطمقب رساکری ذاخرئ ںیم7
1 ارب  2 . 5 9 ااضہف وہا، اور زرابمدہل ےک رساکری ذاخرئ 
ڈارل یک حطس رپ ٓاےئگ۔ادعاد و امشر ےک اطمقب رمکلش وکنیبں 
6 ارب ڈارل وہےئگ، ہکبج  . 1 5 9 رکوڑ ڈارل یمک ےس  . ےک ذاخرئ1
7 رکوڑ ڈارل وہےئگ ںیہ۔ 4 1 ارب  8 ڈاخرئ 

غ
زرابمدہل ےک ومجمعی

1 رفوری وک اٹیٹس کنیب ٓاف اپاتسکن ےک اجری  3 اس ےس لبق 
 1 5 رکدہ ادعاد وامشر ںیم اتبای ایگ اھت ہک یکلم زرابمدہل ےک ذاخرئ 
4 رکوڑ ڈارل یک  3 1 ارب  2 7 الھک ڈارل ااضےف ےک دعب  0 رکوڑ 
حطس رپ چنہپ ےئگ۔ اید رےہ ہک رواں اسل ےک ٓااغز رپ اٹیٹس 
کنیب ٓاف اپاتسکن یک اجبن ےس روپرٹ اجری یک یئگ یھت سج 
ںیم اتبایایگ اھت ہک اکی ےتفہ ےک دوران یکلم زرابمدہل ےک ذاخرئ 
6 الھک ڈارل اک ااضہف وہا۔ اکی ےتفہ ںیم وہےن  2 4 رکوڑ  8 ںیم 
8 رکوڑ  1 ارب  8 واےل ااضےف ےک دعب دعب یکلم زرابمدہل ذاخرئ 

ڈارل کت چنہپ ےئگ ےھت۔

افی  یب ٓار یک 100ارب 

ڈز اتاحل اجری ہن 
�
�
غ
یف�ی� ےک ر�

ےئک اجےن یک اشعئ دشہ ربخ یک 

واضتح
2 رفوری )اے یپ یپ( ڈیفرل وبرڈ ٓاف رویوینی  7 االسم ٓاابد ۔ 

(افی یب ٓار(ےن رپسی ےک ضعب وصحں ںیم ےنپھچ وایل ربخسج 

ںیم اہک ایگ ےہ ہک’ افی یب ٓار ےن ٓاھٹ امہ ںیم اےھٹک وہےن واےل 

ڈز اتاحل اجری ںیہن ےئک ‘رپ واضتح یک 
�
�
غ
یف�ی� 1ارب ےک ر� 0 0

3 ارب روےپ  7 ز 
غ
یس� ڈز ےک ک�

�
�
غ
یف�ی� �چ�زاچی رپ درج دشہ ر�

کس
غ
�ی�
ہک ا

ڈز اجری رک 
�
�
غ
یف�ی� 2 ارب ےک ر� 9 . 5 رپ لمتشم ںیہ نج ںیم ےس 

ز وک طلغ ڈاٹی دالخ 
غ
یس� ڈز ےک ک�

�
�
غ
یف� دےیئ ےئگ ںیہ۔ ابیق امدنہ ر�

رکےن یک انبء رپ اجری ںیہن ایک ایگ۔ہی واضتح رتامجن افی 

یب ٓار ےن رعمجات وک اہیں اجری ایبن ںیم یک ےہ ۔ایس رطح 

افی یب ٓار ےن اکی اور ربخسج ںیم اہک ایگ ےہ ہک’ زلیس سکیٹ 

عمج رکےن ںیم دو دنہیس یمک ٓایئ ےہ’ رپ واضتح اجری رکےت 

وہےئ اہک ےہ ہک ادنروین ذراعئ ےس احلص رکدہ زلیس سکیٹ ںیم 

3 دصیف ااضہف وہا ےہ ہکبج  2 . 5 2 ےس اب کت  0 2 0 رفوری 

2 دصیف ےہ وج ہک ونجری کت  4 زلیس سکیٹ ںیم ومجمیع ااضہف 

2 دصیف رشح ومن ےک ربارب ےہ ذہلا اس وحاےل ےس  4 . 6 ےک 

ےنپھچ وایل ربخںی ےب اینبد اور 

ااغفن انم اعمدہہ: اپاتسکن رپ ہتکن ینیچ رکےن واےل امہرے رکدار ےک رتعمف 

وہےئ، وزری اخرہج
ااغفن  اک انہک ےہ ہک وطلی گنج ےک دعب  وزری اخرہج اشہ ومحمد رقیشی  ٓاابد:  االسم 
وعام یھب اب انم اچےتہ ںیہ، دانھکی وہاگ اعمدہے رپ لمع ےس قلعتم ینتک دیجنسیگ 
داھکیئ اجیت ےہ، اپاتسکن رپ ہتکن ینیچ رکےن واےل اس ےک رکدار ےک رتعمف وہےئ۔

الیصفتت ےک اطمقب وزری اخرہج اشہ ومحمد رقیشی ےن ڈیمای ےس وگتفگ رکےت وہےئ 
اور ارمیکی اکحم وک ابمرابکد داتی وہں، اپاتسکن یک راےئ ںیم ہی اعمدہہ  اہک ہک اطابلن 
امہ شیپ رتف ےہ۔ وطلی گنج ےک دعب ااغفن وعام یھب اب انم اچےتہ ںیہ۔

وزری اخرہج اک انہک اھت ہک ایک اعمدہے رپ کچل داھکےن ےک ےیل رفنیقی ایتر ںیہ، دانھکی 
زاد ےن  وہاگ اعمدہے رپ لمع ےس قلعتم ینتک دیجنسیگ داھکیئ اجیت ےہ۔ زےمل لیلخ 
وخد اہک ہک رپدشتد اکررواویئں ںیم یمک دیھکی، اب دانھکی ےہ ہک ااغفن ایقدت اےنپ 

روڈ پیم ےک ےیل ایک ادقام رکیت ےہ۔

ادا ایک اےس رسااہ ایگ، اپاتسکن رپ  ر  اک رکدا اوہنں ےن اہک ہک اپاتسکن ےن وج وہستل اکر 
و  ی ہتکن ینیچ رکےن واےل اس ےک رکدار ےک رتعمف وہےئ۔ اعمدہے ےک دعب وپمچ
4 اکنت ان ےک اسےنم رےھک۔ الہپ ہتکن ہی ااھٹای ہک انم  3 ےس  ےس ابتدہل ایخل وہا، 
ان انم رخاب رکےن  اور ابرہ یھب ںیہ۔  لمع رخاب رکےن واےل ااغفاتسنن ںیم 

واولں رپ رظن رینھک وہیگ۔

رانھک  اجری  اےس  وہا  اکی تبثم لمع  دورسی زیچ یہک ہک  ہک  اھت  اک انہک  اخرہج  وزری 
راھک اجاتکس ےہ۔ نیب  ر  رضوری ےہ، ہی تبثم لمع زمدی شیپ رتف ےس یہ ربرقا
االاغفن ذمارکات ںیم اب زایدہ اتریخ ںیہن وہین اچےئیہ۔ ہی اس ےیل رضوری ےہ 

اک اامتعد ربرقار رےہ۔ ہک ولوگں 

اوہنں ےن اہک ہک رسیتا ہتکن اھت ااغفاتسنن ںیم ایسیس دعم ااکحتسم رپ وتہج دینی وہیگ، مہ 
و  ی ادناز وہ۔ مہ ےن وپمچ ارث  ہی ںیہن اچہ رےہ ہک ااغفاتسنن یک دایلخ ایستس انم رپ 
ےس اہک ہک اںیہن اعیمل حطس وک دمد ےک ےیل رحتمک رکان وہاگ۔ اس ےک ےیل اعیمل وطر 

اور واسلئ دوونں دراکر وہں ےگ۔ رپ امحتی 

وزری اخرہج اک زمدی انہک اھت ہک وتعق ےہ ارشف ینغ انم اعمدہے یک اتیمہ ےساغلف 
ادا رکںی ےگ۔ ر  اانپ رکدا وہ  ہن وہں ےگ، ادیم ےہ اموحل اسزاگر رےنھک ںیم 

وگررناٹیٹس کنیب اک انہک ےہ ہک اسی امی ازی وکےتسس رقےض رفامہ ےیک اجرےہ ںیہ، 500 ارب 
روےپ ےک رقہض اسی امی ازی وک اجری ےیک اجںیئ ےگ اتمہ ہی مجح ٓارھبیت وہیئ وتشیعمں ےک 
انتبس ںیم اکیف مک ےہ۔ اسی امی ازی داتسوزیی لکش اایتخر رکےک رقوضں یک وہستل ےس 
افدئہ ااھٹ یتکس ںیہ، اسی امی ازی وتمازی اظنم ےس رقہض یتیل ںیہ وج اگنہم وہات ےہ، ربمیچ ٓاف 
اکرمس اسی امی ازی ےک ےیل رقوضں یک اومیکسں یک رتوجی رکںی، وکنیبں رپ دیقنت یک اجیت ےہ 

ہک وہ رکس ےنیل وکایترںیہن، 

وگررناٹیٹس کنیب ےن اہک ہک کلم یک فصن ٓاابدی وخانیت رپ لمتشم ےہ نکیل وخانیت یک 
امندنئیگ 5 دصیف ےس یھب مک ےہ، کلم یک ابغل ٓاابدی ںیم وخانیت ااکؤٹن وہڈلرزیک دعتاد 15 
دصیف ےہ، داین ںیم ہی انتبس 55 دصیف ےس زادئ ےہ، اٹیٹس کنیب ےن وخانیت ارٹنرپوینرزےک 
ےیل وصخیص اںیمیکس اعتمرف رکایئ ںیہ، لکشم وتق اک اسانم ےہ، ٓااسن ےلصیف رکان وہےت 
وتےلہپ رکےیل اجےت، اعمیش رتیق ےک ےیل اٹیٹس کنیب اوپسکیرٹ، اولکنژن، ڈاٹیجیزئنشی 
رپ وتہج دے راہ ےہ۔ وھچیٹ امتیل یک اداویگیئں ےک ےیل ارٹکیلاکن ےپ ٹنم ٹیلپ افرم اک دلج 
االعن ایک اجےئ اگ، ڈنکیسزںیم روقم اک نیل دنی نمکم وہےکس اگ بج ہک اندرا اور یپ یٹ اے یک دمد 

ےس ومابلئ واٹل ےپ ٹنم اک اظنم یھب ایتررکرےہ یہ

ربٓادمات ںیم اپدیئارااضہف انزگری

وگررناٹیٹس کنیب ےن اہک ہک اٹیٹس کنیب ٓاف اپاتسکن اعمیش ومن ےک ےیل اانپ رکدار وخبیب ااجنم 
دے راہ ےہ، یج ڈی یپ ںیم اوپسکیرٹ اک انتبس 10 دصیف ےس یھب مک ےہ، ہی انتبس اعیمل انتبس 
ےس اکیف مک ےہ، ربٓادمات ںیم اپدیئارااضہف ےک ےیل اٹیٹس کنیب وہسںیتل رفامہ رکراہ ےہ
اعمیش ومن ےک ےیل اوپسکیرٹ ںیم ااضہف انزگریےہ ،اپاتسکن مک رتنی اوپسکیرٹ ےک اسھت 

ااغفاتسنن، نمی، وسڈان، ونجیب وسڈان اور اوھتیایپ ےک اسھت ڑھکا ےہ، اےسی کلم ںیہن الچ 
رکےت، امہری اوپسکیرث دینگ وہین اچےیہ یھت، ںیمہ اینپ دیپاوار وک ڑباھےن اور دجت الےن 

رپ وتہج دانی وہیگ،
 امرٹیک رپ ینبم اسکی جنیچ رٹی ےس اوپسکیرٹ وک افدئہ وہا، ربٓادمات ےک ےیل نیب االوقایم 
تمیق یسک ےک اایتخر ںیم ںیہن وہیت ، ارھبیت وہیئ وتشیعمں یک داین ںیم اوپسکیرٹ یمک اک اکشر ںیہ، 
یلہپ امششیہ ںیم ربٓادمات یک امتیل ںیم 4.5 دصیف ااضہف وہا بج ہک ایس رعےص ںیم اھبرت، 

اھتیئ ڈنیل، رسی اکنل، اڈنوایشین، المایشئ اور الگنب دشی یک ربٓادمات رگریہ ںیھت ۔

داراوکحلتم االسم ٓاابد ںیم این رمکلش رہش انبےن یک وصنمہب دنبی لمکم وہیئگ،  وافیق 
اک اجزئہ ےنیل وخد اسٹئ رپ چنہپ ےئگ۔ اریای‘ وصنمےب  ’وین ویلب  وزری امظع رمعان اخن 

ی�وریٹ وصنمےب یک اسٹئ رپ ےچنہپ۔ اہجں  یک� س� اور  وزری امظع رمعان اخن ریغب رپووٹوکل 
اک اجزئہ ایل۔ اوہنں ےن ااظتنامت 

 دی یئگ۔
غ غ
 وزری امظع وک الینیم ےک رطہقی اکر رپ رب�ی

 ںیم اتبای ایگ ہک وصنمےب ےک ےیل افی 9 اپرک ےک اسےنم 170 انکل 
غ غ
وزری امظع وک رب�ی

زنیم صتخم یک یئگ ےہ۔ دجدی ریمعتات اور اہیئ رازئ ڈلبگن رپ ینبم رمکلش یٹس اعیمل رطز رپ ریمعت 
وہاگ۔ اوور زیس اپاتسکوینں وک رسامہی اکری یک وصخیص دوعت دی اجےئ یگ۔

 ےک اطمقب دنلن، دیئب، امرٹسچن، اکشوگ اور الگوکس تیمس ڑبے رہشوں ںیم روڈ وش وہں 
غ غ
رب�ی

ےگ، وافیق رتایقیت ادارہ ارپلی ےک ےلہپ ےتفہ ںیم رمکلش الینیم رکے اگ۔

وزری امظع یک دہاتی رپ الینیم ںیم ہصح ےنیل واولں وک وہستل دےنی اک ہلصیف ایک ایگ ےہ اور لمکم 
اڈیواسن سکیٹ دےنی یک رشط متخ رکدی یئگ ےہ۔

 اکایمب وبیل ددنہاگن وک رمق یک ادایگیئ ےک ےیل 30 دن اک وتق ےلم اگ۔ اوور زیس اپاتسکوینں وک 
رمق ےک ااظتنم ےک ےیل انمبس وتق دای اجےئ اگ۔

اکحم ےک اطمقب وصنمےب ےس ادتبایئ وطر رپ وکحتم وک 25 ےس 30 ارب ںیلم ےگ، وکحتم 
ٓادمن اک ھچک ہصح این اپاتسکن اہؤگنس رپوٹکیج ںیم اامعتسل رکے یگ اور رمق ےب رھگ اور رغبی 

ارفاد ےک ےیل ےتسس رھگوں یک ریمعت رپ رخچ وہیگ۔
وصنمےب ےس روزاگر اور اعمیش رسرگویمں ںیم ااضےف تیمس ریمعتایت اڈنرٹسی وک یھب رفوغ 
ےلم اگوزریامظع وک اتبای ایگ ہک اس ادقام ےس ریمعتایت ہبعش وک یئک رمااعت رسیم ٓاںیئ یگ سج ںیم 
انتبس ےک اسھت اڈیواسن سکیٹ عمج رکاےن ںیم ٓااسین ےس رسامہی اکری یک وحہلص ازفایئ وہ یگ 

سج ےس المزںیتم دیپا وہیگن اور کلم یک اعمیش رسرگویمں ںیم زیتی ٓاےئ یگ۔
 اس رہبق ںیم وموجدہ دروتخں وک وفحمظ انبےن ےک وحاےل ےس یھب وصخیص دہاایت دی یئگ ںیہ

2وزری امظع  امرچ وک  ااسحس اڈنر رگوجیٹی اکسرل سپش رپورگام ےک تحت ابلطء ںیم کیچ میسقت 
رکںی ےگ ۔ ااسحس اڈنر رگوجیٹی اکسرل سپش رپورگام ےک تحت قحتسم اور ذنیہ ابلطء ےک ےلہپ 

جیب ںیم اکسرل سپش میسقت رکںی ےگ ۔

 اس وحاےل ےس ااسحس اکسرل پش اویارڈ یک رقتبی ٓاج دقعنم وہیگ ، سج ںیم وزری امظع 
رمعان اخن ااسحس اڈنر رگوجیٹی اکسرل سپش رپورگام ےک تحت ابلطء ںیم کیچ میسقت رکںی ےگ

اٹیٹس کنیب ٓاف اپاتسکن ےک وگررن راض ابرق ےن اہک ےہ ہک امہرے اعمرشے ںیم وخانیت رھگ ےک امایلیت اظنم وک اھبنسیتل ںیہ رگم 

اب اںیہن ٓاےگ الان وہاگ۔رطخےیک یٹنھگ

اجزئہ  امظع  ر  ، وز�ی ٹ ی رپو�ب ا  می الہپ  اک  وکحتم 
ےئگ چنہپ   

ن
لی

اپاتسکن رحتکی ااصنف یک وکحتم ےک ےلہپ اگیم رپوٹکیج یک وصنمہب دنبی لمکم وہیئگ سج اک اجزئہ ےنیل ےک ےیل وزری امظع رمعان اخن وخد اسٹئ رپ چنہپ ےئگ
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ISLAMABAD
Minister for Foreign Affairs Shah 

Mahmood Qureshi Sunday while congrat-
ulating the Taliban and the US leadership 
over Afghan peace deal urged all the parties 
to beware of the spoilers and not to let them 
overcome the peace process.

“We cannot neglect it. Spoilers are 
there, both in Afghanistan and outside 
Afghanistan. All of you will have to keep 
strict vigilance on those spoilers,” the 
foreign minister said addressing a press 
briefing after his return from Doha where 
he represented Pakistan in the signing cer-
emony of Afghan peace deal.

He told media persons that after the sign-
ing ceremony, he had interacted with US 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and had 
called for devising a mechanism to identify 
and blame and shame the spoilers who 
would play any negative role.

He said after the peace deal, it was test 
of the Afghan leadership as whether they 
would show flexibility and take decisions 
beyond their own interests. He said the 

leadership coming from various countries 
had lauded Pakistan’s facilitative role in the 
peace process even those who used to criti-
cize Pakistan in the past.

Qureshi said he also asked Pompeo to 
maintain the positive momentum to keep 
the peace process moving through differ-
ent confidence building measures like the 
release of prisoners as had also been com-
mitted in the agreement.

He said the intra-Afghan dialogue should 
not be delayed unnecessarily to keep the 
people’s hopes alive and that the political 
uncertainties should also be addressed in-
side Afghanistan to not let it overcome the 
process.

Moreover, he said the United States 
would have to mobilize the support and 
resources for post-conflict reconstruc-
tion of Afghanistan and return of refu-
gees from Pakistan. He also briefed media 
about his meetings with the counterparts 
from Central Asian States, Turkey, Norway 

and Secretary General of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization and stressed for 
enhancement of regional connectivity and 
trade cooperation.

To a question, the foreign minister said 
the release of prisoners was logical as it 
was essential to take the process forward. 
He hoped that Ashraf Ghani would act pru-
dently and not overlook the importance of 
optics in this process.

He said Pakistan always wished well for 
the Afghan peace process but the basic deci-
sions would have to be made by the Afghans 
for the future of their country. Asked about 
the US expectations from Pakistan, the for-
eign minister said Pakistan took decisions 
in its own interests as the country would 
be the net beneficiary of Afghan peace deal 
that would enhance the bilateral economic 
activity besides paving way for completion 
of TAPI, CASA-1000 and other projects.

The foreign minister said he realized 
that the course of Afghan peace was not 

a smooth sailing rather there would be 
hiccups as were experienced to reach the 
stage of the peace deal. He feared that some 
forces would impede the course but hoped 
that the international community would 
put in their efforts to overcome the nega-
tive forces.

He said on its side, Pakistan had success-
fully dismantled the terrorist networks, 
revived peace, merged the tribal areas into 
mainstream KP with restoration of health 
and education facilities. He said fencing of 
the Afghan border was also in progress and 
after completion, Pakistan would be able to 
fight and keep vigilance on anti-state force 
more effectively.

To a question about the situation in 
Kashmir, he said the world’s mindset was 
changing towards what was happening in 
Indian Occupied Kashmir and the world 
leaders and parliaments were speaking up 
and criticizing the situation in the occupied 
valley as well as in New Delhi.

TOKYO/PARIS

Amid fears about where the next out-
break of a fast-spreading new virus 
would appear, infections and deaths 
continued to rise across the globe 
Sunday, emptying streets of tourists 
and workers, shaking economies 
and rewriting the realities of daily 
life.Panic-buying of daily necessi-
ties emerged in Japan, tourist sites 
across Asia, Europe and the Mideast 
were deserted, and governments 
closed schools and banned big gath-
erings. Amusement parks have been 
shuttered and concerts canceled. In 
Paris, the Louvre Museum closed its 
doors and priests stopped placing 
sacramental bread in worshippers’ 
mouths.While the new coronavirus 
has extended its reach across the 
world, geographic clusters of infec-
tions were emerging, with Iran, Italy 
and South Korea seeing rising cases. 
The United States, meanwhile, re-
corded its first death, a man in his 
50s in Washington state who had 
underlying health conditions but 

who hadn’t traveled to any affected 
areas.“Additional cases in the United 
States are likely, but healthy individ-
uals should be able to fully recover,” 
President Donald Trump said at a 
Saturday briefing, where officials an-
nounced heightened warnings about 
travel to certain regions of Italy and 
South Korea as well as a ban on travel 
to Iran.China on Sunday reported a 
slight uptick in new cases over the 
past 24 hours to 573, the first time in 
five days that number has exceeded 
500. They remain almost entirely 
confined to the hardest-hit province 
of Hubei and its capital, Wuhan.South 
Korea reported 210 additional cases 
and two more deaths from the virus, 
raising its totals to 3,736 cases and 
20 fatalities. South Korea has con-
firmed the second largest number 
of virus infections outside mainland 
China, with most of the cases report-
ed in the southeastern city of Daegu 
and nearby areas. South Korea’s 
president used a speech marking the 
101st anniversary of an anti-Japa-
nese independence uprising to call 

for national unity to overcome the 
soaring virus outbreak. Iran’s death 
toll from COVID-19, the disease the 
virus causes, climbed to 54 as the 
number of confirmed cases jumped 
overnight by more than half, to 978 
people. 

The new figures represent 11 more 
deaths than reported on Saturday 
and 385 new cases.The outbreak in 
Iran has prompted its neighbors to 
seal their borders to Iranians, while 
other Gulf states have halted flights 
to Iran. The list of countries hit by 
the virus has climbed past 60. More 
than 87,000 people worldwide have 
contracted the virus, including nearly 
3,000 deaths.Many cases of the virus 
have been relatively mild, and some 
of those infected apparently show 
no symptoms at all. That can allow 
for easier spread, and worries are 
mounting that prolonged quaran-
tines, supply chain disruptions and a 
sharp reduction in tourism and busi-
ness travel could weaken the global 
economy or even cause a recession. 

SIALKOT

Special Assistant to Prime Minister 
on Information and Broadcasting 
Dr Firdous Ashiq Awan on Sunday 
said that the world had welcomed 
the peace accord between the 
United States (US) and Afghan Tali-
ban at Doha.Talking to the media 
persons at Koobay Chak here, she 
said that Pakistan would continue 
its role for establishing sustainable 
peace in Afghanistan in future.She 
said the peace pact was a big news 
for Pakistani nation as it would 
bring sustainable peace in the 
region. Dr Firdous said that Paki-
stan had always made efforts for 
establishing peace in Afghanistan 
and the world had also acknowl-
edged it.She regretted that Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

had adopted and promoted aggres-
sive and harsh aptitude towards 
the minorities, making the lives of 
Muslims, a living hell. The special 
assistant said that over 900,000 
personnel of Indian army were 
writing a black history of human 
rights violations, brutal killings 
and genocide of the innocent Kash-
miris these days, adding lockdown 
and state terrorism had been con-
tinuing in the occupied valley for 
past over 200 days. She said that 
the nasty episode was enough to 
shake the conscience of the world. 

“The whole of India is burning now, 
but the Indian state terrorism is 
not ending there,” she added.Dr 
Firdous urged the media to play its 
constructive role in national devel-
opment and prosperity. 

AJK President urges 
society to play role for 

Kashmir cause

Gulf bourses dive as corona-
virus hits oil priceshrinks

Markets 
want Fed to 
save them

NEWYORK

As stocks around the world 
tumble on worries about a fast-
spreading virus, investors have 
been clamoring for the super-
heroes of the financial world to 
ride to the rescue once again.
Yet this time, there are doubts: 
Can central banks really fix this 
crisis as they have so many oth-
ers? As much as anything, the 
Federal Reserve and its coun-
terparts around the world have 
helped drive up stocks over the 
past decade with their interest-
rate cuts, stimulus programs 
and promises of support.

 Through the 2008 financial 
crisis, the 2011 European debt 
crisis and intermittent wor-
ries about a looming recession, 
actions by central banks have 
helped place a floor under stock 
prices. And one result was the 
longest U.S. bull market on re-
cord. Now, with the Standard & 
Poor’s 500 stock index having 
just plunged 12.8% in barely 
more than a week — the dizziest 
such fall since the 2008 financial 
crisis — many investors are call-
ing for the Fed to swoop in yet 
again with rate cuts and perhaps 
other stimulative actions.“We 
need the Fed to come out and 
say, basically, ‘Guys, we got your 
back,’” said Gene Goldman, chief 
investment officer at Cetera Fi-
nancial Group.

Traders are pricing in a 100% 
certainty that the Fed will cut 
interest rates at its next meet-
ing on March 18. A month ago, 
those traders had seen less than 
an 8% likelihood, according to 
CME Group. “The Fed is being 
called into action,” BofA Global 
Research economists wrote in a 
report.

KARACHI

President, Azad Jammu and Kashmir, 
Masood Khan on Sunday said that it 
was not only for the Government 
but every person in Pakistan and 
in AJK must play their very active 
role and contribution for Kashmir 
cause as people there were struggle 
for their right of self-determination 
and for liberty from Indian aggres-
sion.“ We should not be looking to 
governments only or criticize them 
on Kashmir cause But, we as a whole 
society must add to the Kashmiris’ 
struggle by promoting awareness 
and by extending maximum moral 
and political support,” he empha-
sized while speaking at a seminar 
titled “State Terrorism, Kashmir and 
World Peace “ here at Arts Council 
of Pakistan.It was organized Human 
Rights Council of Pakistan, in collab-
oration with the Nation Building Ini-
tiative and Shehri Tanzeem Pakistan. 
The civil society, students, teachers, 
historians, diplomats and retired 
armed forces officers attended the 
event.AJK President said “It is era 
of social media and through mobile 
phones, you can contribute to news 
on Kashmir.” Maximum awareness 
on UN conventions on Kashmir be 
created. He said when a nation rises, 
the history changes. Nations become 
successful if they move in right di-
rection. He said for the success of 
Kashmiris’ struggle, Pakistan needs 
strong defense system being vital 
for taking firm stand on important 
national and regional issues; Paki-
stan government and the nation’s in-
creased moral and political support 
to Kashmiris; and more efforts diplo-
matic front to win world support on 
Kashmir issue.He urged the regional 
and international forums including 

United Nations and the world as a 
whole to raise their voice loudly 
and categorically against the atroci-
ties being lashed by Indian govern-
ment on innocent Kashmiris. It was 
not the issue of Kashmir but of the 
entire humanity. Reaction against 
Modi government’s hostile policies 
and actions has now spread all over 
India, he said.He said it was very 
encouraging for the Kashmiris that 
most of the world including inter-
national media and the Parliaments 
of many countries like Europe and 
United Kingdom were supporting 
Kashmir cause and were critical on 
Indian government.

“ We should take benefit of the 
changed global environment and 
proceed with Kashmir cause more 
effectively,” he said adding that we 
should try to convince more coun-
tries in favour of Kashmiris.AJK Pres-
ident said that since seize of Jammu 
and Kasmhir by Indian armed forces 
and large scale protests throughout 
India against the black citizenship 
laws introduced by the government, 
the economy of India had suffered 
a lot ; even economic growth was 
going downward. “Economy never 
grows where there is terror and 
genocide,” Masood Khan remarked.
Dr. Khalida Ghous, an expert of inter-
national relations, said that through 
un-bridled brutalities against Kash-
miris Muslims and other minorities, 
Narandra Modi’s government had 
negated India’s status of diverse and 
secular nation, and being a big de-
mocracy. Sense of threat of different 
kinds prevailed among the people 
of India, she said. She emphasized 
on making access to UN Working 
Groups and win their support on 
Kashmir issue.

FM calls for comprehensive mechanism to 
identify spoilers of peace 

US-Taliban deal first step towards bringing permanent peace in Afghanistan: FM Qureshi

Virus outbreak batters economies, 
raises fear of spread

Pakistan to play role for peace 
in Afghanistan: Dr Firdous

KUWAIT/BAHRAIN

Stock markets in the oil-rich Gulf 
states plunged at the start of trad-
ing Sunday over fears of the impact 
of the novel coronavirus, which also 
battered global bourses last week. 
All of the seven bourses in the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), 
which closed Friday for the Mus-
lim weekend, were hit as oil pric-
es dropped below $50 a barrel. 
The Saudi bourse, the region’s 
largest and one of the world’s 
top 10 share markets, was down 
3.1 percent at the opening bell. 
The region’s slide was led by 
Kuwait Boursa, where the All-
Share Index fell 10 percent, 

triggering its closure. Kuwait’s 
bourse was closed for most of 
last week for national holidays. 
Qatar Stock Exchange dropped 
0.6 percent, Bahrain’s bourse 
edged down 2.1 percent and 
the Muscat Securities Mar-
ket in Oman lost 0.6 percent. 
At least 115 cases of the novel coro-
navirus have been reported by the 
Gulf states so far, with the major-
ity of infections among people re-
turning from pilgrimages to Iran. 
Global stocks slumped on Fri-
day, marking the largest weekly 
drop since the 2008 global finan-
cial crisis, as concerns grew that 
the virus spread could wreak 
havoc on the world economy. 


