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Happy New Year to all. May 
Allah lead those who are in finan-
cial, personal, or emotional diffi-

culties towards a better, contented 
& happier future. May those facing 
brutal oppression in Kashmir, and 
in India, indeed anywhere in the 

world, find peace in their lives and 
freedom.

President of Pakistan

Arif Alvi

Sardar Masood overtly condemns unprovoked 
Indian CFVs on civilian population along LOC 

 Pakistan efficaciously highlighted Indian flagrant crimes 
in Kashmir: Akram says in year-end review

The Asian Telegraph

Interior Minister praises 
role of FC to combat 
menace of terrorism

RAWALPINDI
Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid Ah-
mad has lauded the role of Frontier 
Constabulary to curb the menace of 
terrorism and maintain law and order 
in the country. Addressing the person-
nel of Frontier Constabulary in Pesha-
war on Thursday, he said the nation 
will always remember the sacrifices 
rendered by the security personnel for 
peace in the country. Sheikh Rashid 
Ahmad said that an increase in mar-
tyrs’ package for Frontier Constabu-
lary will be announced soon. He also 
assured the FC personnel of resolving 
their issues on priority basis. Earlier, 
Commandant FC Muazzam Jah Ansari 
briefed the Interior Minister about 
the professional preparedness of the 
force. He said the sacrifices of those FC 
troops who laid their lives in the line of 
duty would always remain in the hearts 
of people. He said the FC played front-
line role against menace of terrorism 
and sacrificed their precious lives for a 
peaceful Pakistan, adding that the mar-
tyred cops were real heroes of the na-
tion. He said the government was well 
aware of the problems of the Frontier 
Constabulary and assured that these 
would be resolved around one and half 
a month. VoM

Pakistan trade with great powers witnessed upsurge 
US, UK, China top three desti-

nations of Pakistani exports in 
5 months

Bureau Reporter
ISLAMABAD

United States of America (USA) remained 
the top export destinations of the Pakistani 
products during the first five months of fi-
nancial year (2020-21), followed by United 
Kingdom (UK) and China. Total exports to 
the USA during July-November (2020-21) 
were recorded at US $ 1855.564 million 
against the exports of US $ 1744.463 mil-
lion during July- November (2019-20), 
showing growth of 6.36 percent, accord-
ing to State Bank of Pakistan (SBP). This 
was followed by UK, wherein Pakistan 
exported goods worth US $ 773.837 mil-
lion against the exports of US $ 726.942 
million last year, showing increase of 6.45 
percent. China was the at third top export 
destination, where Pakistan exported prod-
ucts worth US $ 615.731 million during the 
months under review against the exports 
of US $727.480 million during last year, 
showing decline of 15.36 percent, SBP data 
revealed. Among other countries, Pakistani 
exports to Germany stood at US $ 615.539 
million against US $553.088 million dur-
ing last year, showing increase of 11.29 

percent while the exports to UAE were 
recorded at US $ 565.202 million against 
US $ 663.260 million last year, the data re-
vealed. During July-November (2020-21), 
the exports to Holland were recorded at 
US $411.201 million against US $420.714 
million whereas the exports to Afghanistan 
stood at US $ 368.114 million against US $ 
432.561million. Pakistan’s exports to Italy 
were recorded at 288.122 million against 
the exports of US $ 324.971 million while 
the exports to Spain were recorded at US $ 
289.997 million against US $ 380.270 mil-
lion last year. The exports to Bangladesh 
stood at US $ 219.825 million against US 
$ 297.676 million. Similarly, the exports 
to France during the months under re-
view were recorded at US $ 173.848 mil-

lion against US $ 188.906 million while 
the exports to Saudi Arabia stood at US $ 
176.097 million against US $ 199.001 mil-
lion. Pakistan’s exports to Turkey were re-
corded at US $ 99.612 million during the 
current year compared to US $123.692 
million last year whereas the exports to 
Canada stood at US $ 114.718 million 
against US $ 114.916 million, to Poland US 
$ 115.569 million against US $ 108.735 mil-
lion whereas the exports to Australia stood 
at US $ 95.655 million during the current 
year against US $ 81.536 million during last 
year. Overall Pakistan’s exports to all other 
countries witnessed decline of 7.13 per-
cent in first five months, from US $ 10.284 
billion to US $ 9.550 billion, the SBP data 
revealed. VoM

All Pakistan Hindu Punchayat 
holds protest in front of Indian 

High Commission for killing of 11 
Pakistani Hindus in India          

MIRPUR 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir President Sardar 

Masood Khan Thursday strongly condemned 
ceasefire violation by Indian occupation forces 
in different sectors of the Line of Control in 
Kotli district of Azad Kashmir, which resulted 
in the martyrdom of a Pak Army soldiers and 
injuries to a civilian. “The deliberate targeting 
of the civilian population and the civilian infra-
structure by Indian troops in Khoiratta sector of 
AJK is highly reprehensible,” the President said 
and expressed his deep grief and sorrow on the 
martyrdom of a soldier, Fazal Elahi in Khoiratta 
sector and indiscriminate fire in Phalni Bazar in 
Kotkotera Sector, which left a civilian critically 
wounded. Terming the Indian act of target-
ing civilians as unwarranted and contrary to 
the principles of law and humanity, President 
Khan said by raising tensions along the Line of 
Control (LoC) and the Working Boundary, India 
wants to divert attention from the grave human 
rights situation in the Indian Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir (IIOJK). Citing a report prepared 
and released by Kashmir Media Service on 
the human rights situation in Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir which covers the 

period from January 1 to December 30, 2020, 
the AJK President said Indian occupying forces 
conducted 312 cordons and search operations 
(CASOs) and martyred 232 people during the 
year besides destroying 657 residential houses 
during such so-called operations. The martyrs 
included 65 civilians, 232 freedom fighters 
while 177 Indian forces were also killed, the 
report said and added that the Indian forces 
launched broad-day inhuman attacks on 
Kashmir’s civil society, raiding residencies and 
offices of human rights defenders, journal-
ists and civil society organizations. President 
Masood also strongly condemned the killing of 
three students by Indian troops in Lawaypora 
area of Srinagar city and destruction of several 
residential houses in their fresh act of state 
terrorism in a fake encounter on Wednesday. 
Expressing grave concern over the fast-growing 
human rights violations by Indian troops in the 
occupied territory, Masood Khan warned the 
Indian government to refrain from such tactics 
and bear in mind that the brutal use of force 
cannot deter people of Kashmir to abandon 
their struggle. The Kashmiris, he maintained 
are determined to continue their struggle for 
securing their right to self-determination till 
complete success despite inhuman atrocities 
being committed by occupying forces in the il-
legally occupied territory. APP

Japanese Ambassador Louds 
Pakistan’s role for peace, 

stability in the region, 
including Afghanistan

Pakistan, Afghanistan build con-
sensus for further deliberations on 

APTTCA 
ISLAMABAD 

Ambassador of Japan, H.E. Kuninori Matsuda, 
called on Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi today. During the meeting, 
all aspects of bilateral relations were discussed 
including political, economic, cultural, trade and 
investment,and regional connectivity, with particu-
lar emphasis on religious tourism. The exchange 
of views also covered COVID-19 situation and re-
gional developments. Expressing satisfaction over 
the excellent Pakistan-Japan bilateral relations, the 
Foreign Minister appreciated the support provided 
by the government of Japan for infrastructural and 
institutional development in Pakistan. Recalling 
his last visit to Japan, the Foreign Minister high-
lighted his fruitful engagement and interactions 
with the Japanese leadership. Emphasizing the im-
portance of high-level exchanges between the two 
countries, the Foreign Minister expressed the hope 
that new Prime Minister Suga Yoshihide and For-
eign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi would be able to 
visit Pakistan once the COVID situation improves. 
Mentioning that Pakistan and Japan will be jointly 
celebrating 70 years of establishment of diplomatic 
relations in the year 2022, the Foreign Minister in-
formed that special events and conferences will be 
held to commemorate the milestone. The Foreign 
Minister also emphasized the need to revisit the 
travel advisory for Pakistan for boosting bilateral 
trade and tourism. Ambassador Matsuda appreci-
ated Pakistan’s supportive and facilitative role in 
the Afghan peace process. He especially thanked 
the Foreign Minister for efforts in further enhanc-
ing Pakistan-Japan relations. on the other hands, 
Pakistan and Afghanistan have agreed to continue 
discussions and exchange of views on the Afghani-
stan Pakistan Transit Trade Coordination Author-
ity (APTTCA). VoM

Pak-China air forces bilateral training accom-
plished targeted goals: Chinese Defense Ministry

ISLAMABAD
China and Pakistan on Thursday signed an agreement 

worth $100 million grant assistance for rehabilitation of 
National Highway (N-5) to improve road infrastructure and 
expand the North-South connectivity. Under this agreement, 
Government of China will provide grant assistance of RMB 
659.8 million (US $100 million) for repair of four sections 
(66 kilometres in total)) of National Highway (N-5) between 
Hala (Matiari district) and Moro district Naushahro Feroze) 
in Sindh province, said a press release issued by Ministry 
of Economic Affairs here on Thursday. Ambassador of the 
People’s Republic of China to Pakistan Nong Rong called on 
Minister for Economic Affairs Makhdum Khusro Bakhtyar 
at his office. During the meeting, a Letter of Exchange (LoE) 
for “Rehabilitation of Specific Sections of National Highway 
N-5 Project” was also signed. During the meeting, Pak-China 
economic relations, China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) projects and other matters of mutual interest were 
discussed. The Minister for Economic Affairs lauded the 
grant assistance extended by Government of China for vari-
ous infrastructure and socioeconomic projects in Pakistan. 
The minister also appreciated the significant work of Joint 
Working Groups on socioeconomic development and trans-
port infrastructure under CPEC. He highlighted that the so-
cioeconomic projects agreed therein were in line with the 
vision of PTI government for socioeconomic uplift of the 
common people and enhanced economic activities in the 
country. The minister also appreciated the Chinese assistance 

for combating corona pandemic and locust attack. Both sides 
also discussed the progress of ongoing projects financed 
by the Government of China. The ambassador said that the 
National Highway 5 (N5) was an important road that extends 
from the south part to the north and west border in Pakistan 
and carries a large amount of traffic capacity. Unfortunately, 
this road was badly damaged by the record flood in 2010. At 
the request of the Pakistani government, the Chinese govern-
ment helped repairing parts of N-5 and N-55 sections during 
2011 and 2016. With the joint efforts by the Pakistani and 
Chinese workers, the rehabilitation work was completed at 
the end of 2016, and greatly improved the road conditions 
of the relevant sections. Considering the importance of the 
N-5 road, the Chinese government agrees to rehabilitate the 
remaining 66 kilometers of the N-5 road with Chinese grant 
in accordance with the previous bilateral agreement. The 
ambassador added that the new Project of Rehabilitation 
of N-5 Road was the largest road project funded by Chinese 
grant in recent years in Pakistan. VoM

PAK, China signs agreement worth $100 million grant 
for rehabilitation of National Highway

2020 was a successful year for 
Pakistan’s diplomacy here at the 

United Nations
UNITED NATIONS

Pakistan’s key objective at the U.N. in 2020 
remained highlighting the continued mili-
tary siege and massive human rights viola-
tions in Indian illegally occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir (IIOJK), Ambassador Munir 
Akram has said, calling his mission’s in-
tensive, year-long efforts “successful.” “In 
line with the direction and guidance of our 
leadership, we played a leading role in dif-
ferent multilateral process in New York,” 
he said in summing up the role played by 
Pakistan at the UN in 2020. “2020 was a 
successful year for Pakistan’s diplomacy 
here at the United Nations,” the Pakistani 
envoy said in a video message on the end 
of the year review released on Thursday. He 
said the legal, political and moral case for 
Kashmiris freedom struggle was laid out, 
citing the Pakistan-sponsored resolution on 
the peoples to self-determination which was 
unanimously adopted the General Assembly. 
At Pakistan’s request, and with the support 
of China, Ambassador Akram said, the 
Security Council discussed the situation in 

IIOJK twice in 2020 – most recently on Aug. 
5 at the first anniversary of the unilateral 
and illegal action of BJP-RSS regime. India’s 
state terrorism was continually exposed, 
and a detailed dossier presented to UN 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres. “We are 
also working to counter disinformation net-
works by alerting the world to the real and 
present danger emanating from false Indian 
propaganda through identity theft, techni-
cal abuse and false attribution to the UN 
system, the Pakistani envoy said. Pakistan 
also raised the issue of Islamophobia, and 
its resolution on “inter-religious and inter-
cultural dialogue” calling for respect for re-
ligious symbols and legitimate restrictions 
on freedom of expression was adopted by an 
overwhelming majority by the 193-member 
Assembly. He noted that this year both the 
UN chief and the President of the General 

Assembly, Volkan Bozkir, visited Pakistan 
highlighting Islamabad’s multifaceted and 
vital relationship with the UN. Pakistan’s 
key role in facilitating the Afghan peace 
process and its efforts to ensure a lasting 
peace led and owned by Afghans projected. 
The General Assembly also adopted four 
Pakistani resolutions on regional disar-
mament, conventional arms control, and 
confidence building measures at regional 
levels and negative security assurances. 
As one of the top troop contributors to UN 
Peacekeeping, the role of Pakistani blue-
helmet was greatly appreciated, with 69 
Pakistani peacekeepers awarded medals 
in the Liberian mission. Pakistan had the 
honour of presiding over UN Economic and 
Social Council (ECOSOC) following the elec-
tion of Ambassador Akram to the post. He 
led the UN’s economic arm amidst a global 
pandemic that has brought unprecedented 
economic and social challenges. Pakistan 
advocated for a strong people-centric in-
ternational response to coronavirus based 
on solidarity and cooperation to support 
global economic recovery, achievement of 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
while addressing the challenges faced by de-
veloping countries. VoM

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister has said new master plans of all big cit-
ies of Pakistan will be prepared to prevent unplanned 
spread of urbanization and to protect agricultural land. 
During a briefing in Islamabad on Thursday, he said un-
planned spread of cities can create food security prob-
lems in the country in future if this practice is continued 
unabated. The Prime Minister said economic activities 
of around 1,500 billion rupees will be started in Punjab 
only and will generate around 250,000 jobs as a result 
of massive package announced by the government for 
the construction sector. He said so far 186 construc-
tion projects have been registered at the FBR portal, 
while work on projects worth 163 billion rupees has 
already begun. Imran Khan said banks have reserved 
378 billion rupees for December 2021 to support the 
construction sector. He said a subsidy of 30 billion ru-
pees will be provided to low income people enabling 
them to get their own house under affordable housing 
scheme. The Prime Minister said loan subsidy at the in-
terest rate of five and seven percent respectively will be 
available on houses of five Marla and above and a grant 
of 300,000 rupees will be given to first 100,000 houses. 
Imran Khan said an automated approval regime has 
been introduced in the federal capital, Punjab, and Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa for speedy start of a housing project. 
He said land digitization in Karachi, Lahore, and Islam-

abad will be completed by August next year. Besides, re-
cord of state land in these cities is also being completed 
on priority basis. The Prime Minister said it is a good 
sign that record sale of cement and steel has been wit-
nessed, which shows boom in the construction sector. 
Fulfilling a major demand of the construction  industry, 
the Prime Minister granted one-year extension in the 
date for the Fixed Tax regime to boost economic activity 
and create employment. The Prime Minister made the 
announcement and said the date has been extended 
till 31st December next year and described it a New 
Year gift for the construction sector which is the key 
to offset negative impact of Covid19 pandemic on the 
national economy. Imran Khan also extended the date 
for disclosures of source of income by the investors till 
30th June next year and the one for buyers till 31st of 
March 2023. Besides, he said that the date for comple-
tion of projects has also been extended by one yea The 
Prime Minister said the government will fully back the 
construction sector and encourage wealth creation so 
that we can generate jobs for our youth and payback 
our debt. He said it is a good sign that record sale of ce-
ment and steel has been witnessed, which shows boom 
in the construction sector. Prime Minister Imran Khan 
has given clear instructions to take all measures to 
prevent rise in prices of wheat flour, sugar and pulses 
as these commodities are essential items for any poor 

family. He was chairing weekly review meeting of pri-
ority areas in Islamabad today (Thursday). The Prime 
Minister also emphasized on taking steps to increase 
exports and find local alternatives to imports to further 
increase current account surplus and to avoid pressure 
on foreign exchange reserves. During the meeting, the 
Prime Minister granted approval to online agri dash-
board prepared by National Security Division, which 
will monitor availability of edible items’ stock and their 
prices at the national, provincial, and district level. The 
dashboard will not only play a key role in avoiding any 
crisis with the help of verified indicators but will also 
be tremendously effective in preventing hoarding and 
profiteering. Keeping in view to provide maximum re-
lief to the people, Prime Minister Imran Khan has ap-
proved minimum possible increase in petroleum prices 
against the recommendations of Oil and Gas Regulatory 
Authority. The OGRA had proposed a raise of 10.68 ru-
pees and 8.37 rupees per litter respectively for petrol 
and diesel. However, only an increase of 2.31 rupees 
and 1.8 rupees per liter for petrol and diesel was ap-
proved, in view of government’s priorities to provide 
maximum relief to the people. Similarly, OGRA has rec-
ommended a raise of 10.92 rupees and 14.87 rupees 
per liter respectively for kerosene oil and light diesel, 
while only an increase of 3.36 rupees and 3.39 ru-
pees per litre was granted to these commodities. VoM

PM pledges to design new master plans for major cities of country  
PM directs authorities to take inclusive measures to ensure price control of essential items

Indian Extra-judicial 
killings in IIOJK, Pak 

calls for global scrutiny
The BJP government in India’s Assam 

state has decided to ban Islamic schools
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan strongly condemns extra-judicial kill-
ing of three more innocent Kashmiris, includ-
ing a young high school student in yet another 
fake-encounter by Indian occupation forces in 
Srinagar, IIOJK. Pakistan reiterates its call for in-
dependent inquiry under international scrutiny 
to investigate the unabated extra-judicial killings 
of Kashmiris by Indian occupation forces and to 
bring the perpetrators of these heinous crimes 
to justice. During the year 2020, in their brazen 
acts of state terrorism, the Indian occupation 
forces martyred more than 300 innocent Kash-
miris, including women and children, in “fake 
encounters” and staged “cordon-and-search” 
operations. During the same period, 750 Kash-
miris were critically injured, while 2,770 inno-
cent Kashmiris were arbitrarily detained and 
922 houses destroyed as part of collective pun-
ishment inflicted on the Kashmiri communities. 
The recent revelations of planting weapons on 
the bodies of the victims of extra-judicial killings 
in Shopian by the Indian occupation troops to 
make it look as though they were armed fight-
ers are deeply disconcerting and an affront to 
the collective conscience of humanity. It is a 
well-known fact that those guilty of gross human 
rights violations in IIOJK have never been prose-
cuted. In the previous cases of extra-judicial kill-
ings, custodial deaths, and mass rapes of women 
in Kunan-Poshpora 1991, Pathribal 2000, Gan-
derbal 2007, Machil 2010, and several others, 
there has been an abject failure to provide justice 
to the Kashmiri victims and survivors. Pakistan 
has consistently emphasized that the gross and 
systematic violations of human rights being per-
petrated by the Indian occupation forces warrant 
an investigation by a UN Commission of Inquiry, 
as recommended by the OHCHR in its reports of 
2018 and 2019. Pakistan reiterates that nothing 
short of an inquiry under international scru-
tiny can meet the requirements of justice. VoM
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Welcome 2021

I ts the new beginning and every new beginning should be full of hopes and 
positivity. The world have gone through enough during the past year. Many 
of us lost their loved ones. There would be some who lost their jobs and 
others might got into financial constraints amid Covid 19. Certainly covid 
has changed the life of everyone anywhere in the world and still we are 
dealing with it. This phase of life is also not permanent  and eventually 

will be ended soon. The real thing to understand is the lesson we learned. What 
all changed all minds? What we all gained and how to move forward? Personal 
learning actually makes you realise so many aspects which you may not other-
wise. Lets start a new year with new hopes by Reprimanding ourselves for all 
the negativity we have gone through. Just start your financial management at 
earliest. Be firmed and steadfast. As we got acquaintance with the new normal 
we can Emulate the same while focusing on the future. We can’t change so many 
things around even we might not be able to change our surroundings  but there 
are many things that we are certainly able to change. We first can change our 
thinking. If we can’t change our surrounding, we can change our self so to adjust 
our self in any of the environments around. Past is gone now. Yes, still there are 
repercussions which we all have to endure but its normal. Life is unpredictable 
and 2020 taught us this well. Apart from financial  issues and management, try to 
give time to those who are very close to you. This balance in your life will never 
make you feel regrettable. Lets make a pledge to move forward by omitting the 
negative chapters and writing the new one. We hope and pray that the dawn of 
new year becomes a dawn of hope for every individual. 2021 will certainly be a 
better year for everyone around. 

The Palestine  dispute 
and unity

I t is difficult to convey the scale and effect of Israel’s abuses of Palestine 
lives through statistics alone, but these are horrifying enough. The world 
is well aware what is happening with Palestinians. Atrocities are so ob-
vious that there is no need to highlight as they are already presenting 
and showing question mark for the international community.The Israeli 
Palestine conflict includes several such confrontational issues that were 

never perceived as issue by either side until they were deliberately inflated and 
brought to national significance. There is no way to resolve these issues by logical 
formula because the purpose of the issue is to prevent resolution of the conflict. 
Essentially the real content of each such issue we will make peace only when the 
other side admits surrender and the issues are advanced because it is believed 
that the other side will never accept can never accept it.  After going through the 
facts, situation becomes very clear. Disunity among the  Arab worldis one of the 
important aspects to consider . It was a saying about Jewish that “They are na-
tion without land” but today they are leading the economy of the world. Super 
power’s economy is also running because of Jewish lobby. There is need to come 
out of the vested interests  so the real sufferers can be at ease. The unity among 
Arab Nations and Muslims is very imperative even the unity of the Palestinians 
matters. This is the only way to deal with the annexation plans by Israel . Israel 
may is the biggest hurdle in solving this issue but disunity is the main cause of 
this issue.Israel’s aggression is increasing day by day. The world is silent but we 
need to take an initiative being Muslims  . The only way to achieve the aim is to get 
united first and starts collective effort beyond self interests and egoistic approach.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

An Insight into 2020

With 2020 bidding farewell and 
leaving a decade behind let’s 
go down the memory lane and 
have an insight into the events 
and episodes that took place this 
year. Beginning with the rampant 

spread of the deadly, worldwide pandemic COVID-19, 
which imposed global health emergency across the 
world. Beginning from Wuhan, COVID has deluged 
1.77M lives up until now while countries including 
US, France Italy, Germany, and Russiahave been sig-
nificantly besieged under its rage. Italy placed more 
than a quarter of its population in quarantine, in a bid 
to stop the spread of COVID-19.Adding further to our 
hardship, terms like social-distancing, self-isolation, 
quarantine and lock-down turned out to be so frequent 
and habitual in everyday use. While social network-
ing filled in greater prevalence for business, profes-
sional, educational and amusement purposes.Online 
meetings on Zoom, Microsoft Teams and Google Meet 
gained popularity as a medium of e-learning while 
hike in use of social networking sites like Instagram, 
Facebook, Netflix, YouTube and Twitter was spotted 
significantly. Work from home turned into the thought, 
whereas worldwide travelling was delayed for capri-
cious spans, leaving all exchange markets into unan-

ticipated conditions.Moreover, the disastrous incidents 
coming consistently kept reminding that 2020 is any-
thing but a normally regular year in human history. The 
catastrophic Beirut explosion in August 2020 is a colos-
sal hitch for International trade through warm waters 
of Mediterranean Sea to various destinations in the 
world. This blast happened because of the ignition of 
2790 metric tons of ammonium nitrate stored in Beirut 
port. A loss of more than 200 living souls in this blast 
was obliterating. The fire-breakout in Amazon rainfor-
est of Brazil, Australia on 9 March is again a tragic and 
fatal event that burnt an expected zone of 18.6 million 
hectares, devastating more than 5,900 buildings that 
included 2,779 homes and killing 34 individuals, after 
that it was California’s turn over the summer, with the 
largest wildfire season in the state’s recorded history, 
itstill stays green down the memories of 2020. There 
was a worst locust swarm in east Africa that destroyed 
crops.Cyclone Amphan made landfall in eastern India 
and Bangladesh, killing over 100 people and causing 
damage of over US$13 billion, making it the costliest 
cyclone ever recorded in the North Indian Ocean.In 
the interim, some significant individuals in the midst 
of these crisis, departed from this planet. The star of 
galaxies Joan Ruth Bader Ginsberg who was a world-
wide activist of women empowerment said goodbye on 
September 16, 2020. The abrupt demise of well-known 
retired Basketball player Kobe Bryant in a helicopter 
crash in Calabasas, California while boarding alongside 
his 13 year old daughter and nine others was a genu-
ine stun for the b-ball admirers, however individuals 
across the world payed tribute to his humble delivered 
services. In addition, Amanullah from Pakistan the 
hotshot of parody, breath his last this year on March 
6. Not just this, Tariq Aziz the genius behind Bazm e

Tariq Aziz show, died on June seventeenth this year. 
Furthermore, the shocking passings of Mir Zafar Ullah 
Khan Jamali, the ex-Prime Minister of Pakistan, Shamim 
Akhtar (Mother of Nawaz Sharif) and Khadim Hussein 
Rizvi, a religious Pakistani scholar also happened in 
2020.Kanye West not just ran for president but was 
endorsed by Chance the Rapper and Elon Musk, he also 
gifted Kim Kardashian a hologram of her deceased fa-
ther.Talking about socio-political wistfulness, we ran 
over George Floyed’s homicide which offered ascend 
to civil disobedience movements under the famous slo-
gan “Black lives matter” in US. 2020 was also the year 
of US elections which brought Joe Bidden and Kamala 
Harris to office, on November 7 as chosen president and 
VP of the United States. Her statement “While I might 
be the first lady in office, I won’t be the last one” from 
Kamala’s speechechoed across the world and added to 
her prosperity.Not to forget the Brexit, which empow-
ers both the EU and U.K. to set their own principles 
on geographical indications.Prince Harry and Meghan 
Markle announced stepping down from their duties as 
senior royals in Buckingham Palace.Twitter got hacked 
to promote a bitcoin scam and so did the Twitter ac-
counts of prominent political figures, CEOs, and celebri-
ties including Donald Trump. Barak Obama published a 
768 page memoir. The pentagon released UFO videos. 
Oil prices also dived by as much as 30% in early trading, 
the largest fall since 1991.

Inside ‘Soul,’ Pixar’s new blockbuster
DUBAI

Everybody has a dream. “Soul,” the latest film 
from Disney’s beloved Pixar Animation Studios, 
is about a man who refuses to let even death get in 
the way of achieving his. His name is Joe Gardner, 
and he’s a middle-aged schoolteacher who wants 
nothing more than to become a professional jazz 

musician. It’s a film about the struggles and beauty 
of life, and the spirit inside of all of us yearning to 
be fulfilled, this time made literal. Kemp Powers, 
the film’s co-writer and director, knows exactly 
how Gardner feels.“I was a journalist for 17 years. 
You’re actually witnessing my second career un-
folding. Creative writing was definitely something 

that I wanted to do for a long time and pursued 
on nights and weekends, often to the consterna-
tion of my journalist compatriots who said how 
impossible it was to move into (that profession-
ally),” Self-actualization isn’t that simple, of course. 
While Kemp, who also wrote the acclaimed film 
“One Night in Miami,” based on his own play, has 
finally manifested the career he wanted for him-
self, his co-director Pete Docter is still trying to 
figure out what his spirit wants, even after winning 
two Academy Awards for “Up” (2009) and “Inside 
Out” (2015).“I felt like this is what I was born to 
do, animation, and ‘Inside Out’ was, by any mark, 
a success. And yet, afterwards, I still found myself 
expecting more.  Somehow (I thought) it was going 
to fix everything in my life, and it didn’t. There was 
a lot of stuff that’s still broken in my own inner 
world. I think that’s really what sparked this film,” 
says Docter.Docter spent a lot of time after what 
could be considered his greatest career success 
wondering what he was meant to be doing with 
his life, and if he was doing it right, he says. He 
may not have figured out all the answers yet, but 
“Soul” was a way for him to continue exploring, 
through the fictional lives of his characters. “I think 
the thing we’re always trying to do in any Pixar 
film is to say, ‘OK, on one level this is just going 
to be hopefully fun, funny, something for every-
body.’ But that gives a Trojan-horse opportunity to 
deliver something deeper, and really think about 
what we’re going to be working on for four or 
five years,” says Docter, referencing the average 
amount of time each Pixar film takes to make.

Young Students Send Questions to Astronauts 
Aboard Space Station

CALIFORNIA
Students from across the country 

will have an opportunity this week to 
hear from NASA astronauts aboard 
the International Space Station. The 
Earth-to-space call will air live at 10:40 
a.m. EST Wednesday, Dec. 30, on NASA
television and the agency’s website.
Astronauts Shannon Walker of NASA and
Soichi Noguchi of JAXA (Japan Aerospace
Exploration Agency) will answer prere-
corded questions from pre-K and early
elementary school students, who are part
of the Noggin Kids community. Through
the Noggin Cares initiative, tens of thou-
sands of high-need, low-income families
receive access to the Noggin educational
mobile app and service at no cost. The
app is designed for children aged 2 to 7
and their families to learn through tools
including interactive games and online
books.The event will be held virtually.
Content captured during the downlink
will be available on Noggin and NASA’s
YouTube in early 2021. Media interested
in more information on Noggin should
contact Bronté Barbarito at bronte.
barbarito@nick.com.Linking students
directly to astronauts aboard the space
station provides unique, authentic experi-

ences designed to enhance student learn-
ing, performance and interest in science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics. 
Astronauts living in space on the orbit-
ing laboratory communicate with NASA’s 
Mission Control Center in Houston 24 
hours a day through the Space Network’s 
Tracking and Data Relay Satellite (TDRS).
For more than 20 years, astronauts have 
continuously lived and work on the space 
station, testing technologies, performing 
science and developing the skills needed 
to explore farther from Earth. Through 
NASA’s Artemis program, the agency will 
send astronauts to the Moon in 2024, 
with eventual human exploration of Mars. 
Inspiring the next generation of explor-
ers – the Artemis Generation – ensures 
America will continue to lead in space 
exploration and discovery.

LONDON
The Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine has been approved for use in the UK, with 

the first doses due to be given on Monday.There will be 530,000 doses available 
from next week, and vaccination centres will now start inviting patients to come 
and get the jab.Priority groups for immunisation have already been identified, 
starting with care home residents, the over-80s, and health and care workers.It 
comes as millions more in England are placed in tier four restrictions.The UK has 
ordered 100 million doses of the new vaccine - enough to vaccinate 50 million 
people.Eventually all over 50s and younger adults with health conditions will be 
offered a jab in the first phase of the rollout - more than 25 million people in total.
It is hoped that about two million patients a week could soon be vaccinated with 
two vaccines now approved.On Tuesday, 53,135 new Covid cases were recorded 
in the UK - the highest single day rise since mass testing began - as well as 414 
more deaths within 28 days of a positive test. The Medicines and Healthcare 
products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) has authorised two full doses of the Oxford 
vaccine, with the second dose to be given four to 12 weeks after the first.The im-
munisation campaign will now shift to giving as many people as possible their 
first dose of vaccine with a second dose following within that period.When the 
Pfizer-BioNTech jab rollout began, the aim was to give the second dose after 
three weeks.But based on advice from the Joint Committee on Vaccination and 
Immunisation, the aim now is to give as many vulnerable people some protection 
from Covid-19, irrespective of the jab they are given.The Oxford vaccine is easier 
to store and distribute, as it can be kept at normal fridge temperature unlike the 
Pfizer-BioNTech jab that has to be kept at -70C.There is also more confidence 

about supply as it is UK-made, whereas the Pfizer-BioNTech jab has to be shipped 
in from Belgium. Pregnant and breastfeeding women can now take either of the 
two approved coronavirus vaccines “when the potential benefits outweigh the 
risks”, experts said at an MHRA news conference.The Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine 
can also now be administered to people with a wide range of food and medicine 
allergies, but people allergic to ingredients in the vaccine should not take it.Dr 
June Raine, chief executive of the MHRA, told the briefing that “no corners have 
been cut” in assessing the safety and effectiveness of the Oxford-AstraZeneca 
jab. Prime Minister Boris Johnson has hailed the latest vaccine development 
as “a triumph” for British science, adding: “We will now move to vaccinate as 
many people as quickly as possible.”And England’s chief medical officer Chris 
Whitty praised the “considerable collective effort that has brought us to this 
point”.Mr Hancock told the Commons the vaccine’s approval was “a huge British 
success story “, and “the single biggest stride that we’ve been able to take since 
this pandemic began.”Speaking on the BBC earlier he said the UK now had enough 
coronavirus jabs ordered, including the Pfizer vaccine, to vaccinate “the whole 
population”.“We’ve got 100 million doses on order - add that to the 30 million 
doses of Pfizer and that’s enough for two doses for the entire population,” he 
said.Earlier, Prof Andrew Pollard, director of the Oxford Vaccine Group, told BBC 
Radio 4’s Today programme the vaccine approval was an “astonishing achieve-
ment” in science and clinical research.But he said there was still “more work to 
do”, warning: “It’s not over yet.” ”Our colleagues in hospital are facing some real 
horrors caused by this virus. The next steps are critical,” he said.

Covid-19: Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine approved for use in UK

January-01-1803

T wo months after his defeat of 
Napoleon Bonaparte’s colonial 
forces, Jean-Jacques Dessalines 
proclaims the independence of 
Saint-Domingue, renaming it Haiti 
after its original Arawak name.In 

1791, a slave revolt erupted on the French 
colony, and Toussaint-Louverture, a former 
slave, took control of the rebels. Gifted with 
natural military genius, Toussaint organized 
an effective guerrilla war against the island’s 
colonial population. He found able generals in 
two other former slaves, Dessalines and Henri 
Christophe, and in 1795 he made peace with 
revolutionary France following its abolish-
ment of slavery. Toussaint became governor-
general of the colony and in 1801 conquered 
the Spanish portion of island, freeing the slaves 
there.In January 1802, an invasion force or-
dered by Napoleon landed on Saint-Domingue, 
and after several months of furious fighting, 
Toussaint agreed to a cease-fire. He retired to 
his plantation but in 1803 was arrested and 
taken to a dungeon in the French Alps, where 
he was tortured and died in April.Soon after 
Toussaint’s arrest, Napoleon announced his 

intention to reintroduce slavery on Haiti, and 
Dessalines led a new revolt against French rule. 
With the aid of the British, the rebels scored a 
major victory against the French force there, 
and on November 9, 1803, colonial authorities 

surrendered. In 1804, General Dessalines as-
sumed dictatorial power, and Haiti became the 
second independent nation in the Americas. 
Later that year, Dessalines proclaimed himself 
Emperor Jacques I. He was killed putting down 

Haitian independence proclaimed

Writer is the sub-editor at The Asian 
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Katie Price and Peter 
Andre’s daughter Princess 

banned from TikTok

DUBAI
Katie Price and Peter Andre’s daughter Princess 
has been banned from TikTok. The former couple’s 
13-year-old daughter - who had 120,000 followers 
on the viral video platform - has been left “annoyed” 
by the site’s decision to block her account. Princess 
shared a screenshot on Instagram from TikTok, which 
read: “Your account was permanently banned due to 
multiple violations of our Community Guidelines”. 
However, the teenager insisted she has only been 
posting “normal” content, and she’s sure she will re-
gain access to her account. She later addressed the 
situation further on her Instagram Story, and said: 
“My TikTok has been banned again and I’m quite 
annoyed because… Yeah, I’m annoyed. “I didn’t do 
anything wrong, all I did is post normal videos, like I 
do, and it’s already been banned once before. “I don’t 
know why it’s been banned again, hopefully, I’ll get it 
back but yeah, it’s just a bit annoying.” She added: “So 
if you guys have been following my TikTok you will 
probably see it’s gone but hopefully I’ll get it back.” 
Princess was able to get her account reactivated after 
she was first banned from TikTok. Meanwhile, her 
mum Katie - who is already mother to Harvey, 18, as 
well as Junior, 15, and Princess, whom she has with 
Peter Andre, and Jett, seven, and Bunny, six, whose 
father is Kieran Hayler - recently revealed she is try-
ing for a sixth child. VoM 

Lebanese artist Adlita 
Stephan — ‘Sifat Al-Daken’ 
(Attributes of the Obscure)

DUBAI
My medium has always been language — as a visual 
aspect but also as content: What is it able to create 
in the mind of the viewer? Repetition is a tool 
that’s always present in my work as it can be really 
overwhelming. This work is tied to the theme of 
my exhibition, which is based on a group of words 
in Arabic. I came up with these words in a small 
notebook called “Al-Daken Wa ‘Oubouroh” (Darkness 
and its Crossing). I used this notebook to sometimes 
escape from my work or to try my hand at finding 
some stimulation and inspiration. Some of the words 
are: The dark, the frightful, the repulsive, the fatal, the 
tormentor, the colossal, the deadly, the horrifying, the 
bitter, the abyssal, the destructive, the obscure, the 
painful, the venomous, the ruthless, the secretive… 
There are more than 200 of these words that focus 
on darkness in terms of color and its sacred side, but I 
never used the term ‘black.’ They’re also descriptive of 
an emotional state — of psychological suffering, which 
leads to physical pain. VoM

Jennifer Lopez gets festive 
in Georges Hobeika design  

DUBAI
US singer, actress and dancer Jennifer Lopez gave her fans 
a late Christmas present and an early New Year’s greeting 
this week. The 51-year-old music sensation released a new 
music video titled “It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the 
Year,” with US singer Stevie Mackey.  The star also appeared 
in 3-minute-clip wearing a festive ensemble by Lebanese 
designer Georges Hobeika. In the video, she steps out of a 
Cadillac Escalade wearing a white organza skirt, from the 
designer’s Fall/ Winter 2020-21 collection, which she paired 
with a top embellished with sequins and an off-white stole. 
She rocked a slicked back ponytail and showed off a shim-
mering makeup look.  Her second outfit in the video was a 
hot red, multi-layered strapless dress with ruffles. Her vin-
tage wavy hairstyle and red pout were the perfect match and 
set the tone for the festive video.  The clip was filmed in Los 
Angeles and featured a giant Christmas tree and lavish deco-
rations. In just a few days, the song has crossed 10 million 
streams worldwide across all digital platforms, according 
to producers The Eleven. This isn’t the first time Lopez has 
championed the couturier’s creations. Earlier this year, the 
singer wore elegant off-the-shoulder black gown by Hobeika 
for the 2020 Screen Actors Guild Awards,. VoM

Bureau Reuter
Karachi  

The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) today 
revealed nominations for the PCB Awards 
2020. Captain Babar Azam, T20I special-
ist Mohammad Hafeez and fast bowler 
Shaheen Shah Afridi have been short-listed 
in three categories each. The short-lists for 
12 categories, including 10 individual cate-
gories, have been finalized by an independ-

ent panel comprising highly respected and 
distinguished cricket personalities. The win-
ners will be announced on the PCB digital 
Platforms on Friday, 1 January 2020.  On the 
other hand, Haris Rauf, Mohammad Rizwan, 
Naseem Shah and Shan Masood have been 
nominated in two categories each. Both 
Babar and Shaheen feature in the White-
Ball Cricketer of the Year, Test Cricketer of 
the Year and Most Valuable Cricketer of 
the Year categories, while Hafeez has been 
short-listed in the Individual Performance 
of the Year, White-Ball Cricketer of the Year 
and Most Valuable Cricketer of the Year 
categories. Haris Rauf has made his way to 
the Men’s Emerging International Cricketer 
and White-Ball Cricketer of the Year cat-
egories and Rizwan has been included in 
the Test and Most Valuable Cricketer of 
the Year categories. Naseem is contend-
ing for the Men’s Emerging International 
and Individual Performance of the Year 

categories, while Shan competes for the 
Individual Performance and Test Cricketer 
of the Year categories. Fawad Alam has been 
shortlisted in the individual performance 
of the year for his hundred against New 
Zealand in the first Test at Bay Oval, Mount 
Maunganui Apart from Fawad,  Hafeez 
(86 not out, 52b, 4×4, 6×6 v England 3rd 
T20I), Naseem (four for 26, including a hat-
trick, v Bangladesh, only Test), Shan (156 
v England, 1st Test) have been shortlisted 
as well. “In short-listing the nominees, the 
independent jury did not limit itself to just 
player performances, but also took into 
account various other factors, such as the 
opponent, impact, value and contribution 
of the players in the matches and/or dur-
ing the period under consideration,” PCB 
said in its press release. The four nominees 
for the Domestic Cricketer of the Year are 
Hasan Ali, Kamran Ghulam, Saud Shakeel 
and Zahid Mahmood.

Staff Report
Karachi

The Pakistan Football Federation 
today confirmed that General 
Secretary Ms. Manizeh Zainli has 
decided to step down from her 
post. PFF in its statement thanked 
Manizeh for the services she has 
made for the development of foot-
ball in the country during her ten-
ure. “I am stepping down as the 
PFF General Secretary willfully, 
despite several requests by the PFF 
Normalisation Committee Chairman 
Mr. Muneer Ahmed Khan Sadhana 
and other colleagues,” said Ms. 
Zainli. “I’m grateful to the whole 
football fraternity of Pakistan for 
supporting me with our collective 
goal to improve the footballing sys-
tem in the country and I hope my 
struggles have created a new para-

digm for women all around who 
are struggling in professions domi-
nated by men,” she added. However, 
Manizeh has accepted to work till 
mid-January to ensure a smooth 
transition of work to the new PFF 
Normalisation Committee Chairman 

Muneer Ahmed Sadhana. Note, 
Manizeh Zainli was reinstated to her 
post as the secretary-general of the 
PFF Normalisation Committee last 
week as she was removed from the 
post by former PFF NC Chairman 
Hamza Khan.

Benchmark KSE-100 index rises 
60.62 points to settle at 43,755.38

Bureau Report
KARACHI

The final trading session of 2020 was marred by 
volatile activity as the benchmark KSE-100 index 
kept climbing and dipping throughout the day. 
However, optimistic investors aided the index to 
close the year with a slim gain of 61 points.mThe 
uptrend was supported by Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s announcement of extension in the fixed tax 
regime for the construction sector on Thursday. 
It triggered a rally in cement and steel sectors 
and as a result, major stocks of the two sectors 
closed in the green. In the morning, trading began 
with a sharp spike, however, volatility emerged 
later and caused the index to oscillate between 
positive and negative zones throughout the day. 
Late session buying helped the market add to the 
gains and finish on a positive note. At close, the 
benchmark KSE-100 index recorded an increase 
of 60.62 points, or 0.14%, to settle at 43,755.38 
points. Arif Habib Limited, in its report, stated 
that the market opened on a positive note on the 
last trading day of CY20, adding a total of 195 
points during the session and closing up by 61 
points. On an annual basis, the benchmark index 
returned 7% with the highest close since 2016. 
Institutional investors resorted to mark-to-mar-

ket activity besides booking profit on positions 
taken earlier to improve half-year and full-year 
financial results. The cement sector took cue from 
extension in the real estate amnesty scheme by 
the prime minister, which would eventually help 
listed companies of the cement and steel sec-
tors, the report said. JS Global analyst Danish 
Ladhani said the KSE-100 index closed 61 points 
positive at 43,755 after touching a high of +195 
points on the last trading day of 2020. Interest 
was mostly seen in financial and cement stocks, 
among which MCB (+0.8%), UBL (+1.3%), Lucky 
Cement (+0.8%), Maple Leaf Cement (+3.3%), 
Kohat Cement (+1.5%), DG Khan Cement (+1.6%) 
and Fauji Cement (+2.2%) were the major mov-
ers, contributing 86 points to the index. Moreover, 
investors’ interest was seen in sideboard stocks, 
of which Pakistan Refinery (+2.2%), Silkbank 
(+5.9%), Fauji Fertiliser Bin Qasim (+7.5%), TRG 
Pakistan (+0.5%), Pakistan International Bulk 
Terminal (+0.7%), Maple Leaf Cement (+3.3%) 
and Azgard Nine (+1.1%) contributed a total of 
232 million shares. Furthermore, Pakistan would 
purchase 1.2 million Covid-19 vaccine doses from 
China’s Sinopharm as the world battled the sec-
ond wave of infections. “Moving forward, we ex-
pect the market to remain bullish in 2021 and 
recommend investors to buy on dips,” the analyst 
said. Overall, trading volumes rose to 578.3 mil-
lion shares compared with Wednesday’s tally of 

456 million. The value of shares traded during the 
day was Rs23.8 billion. Shares of 417 companies 
were traded. At the end of the day, 207 stocks 
closed higher, 193 declined and 17 remained 
unchanged. Pakistan Refinery was the volume 
leader with 41.5 million shares, gaining Rs0.51 
to close at Rs23.79. It was followed by Silkbank 
with 38.5 million shares, gaining Rs0.06 to close 
at Rs1.08 and Fauji Fertiliser Bin Qasim with 36.8 
million shares, gaining Rs1.76 to close at Rs25.32.
Foreign institutional investors were net sellers of 
Rs278.6 million worth of shares during the trad-
ing session, according to data compiled by the 
National Clearing Company of Pakistan.

Bureau Report
JEDDAH 

Three oilfield services 
companies were fined $1.3 
million each for colluding 
in public security competi-
tions, the General Authority 
for Competition (GAC) an-
nounced. The fined com-
panies were named as 
NAFT, ldrees Petroleum 
and Transport Services Co., 
and Tas’helat Marketing 
Co. (Sahl). In a statement 
on Twitter, the GAC said 
that it received a complaint 
from the Interior Ministry’s 
public security department 
about firms violating com-
petition law by conspiring 
to gain an unfair market 
advantage in public ten-
ders. The decision was is-

sued by the Committee for 
Adjudication of Competition 
Law Violations after inves-
tigations proved that the 
three companies violated 
paragraph 7 of Article 4 of 
Competition Law. The law 
prohibits complicity or col-
lusion in tenders or bids in 
government and non-gov-
ernment auctions, tenders 
and procurement in any 
form whatsoever, includ-
ing those aiming to affect 
the normal prices for sell-
ing, buying or supplying 
commodities and services. 
The Administrative Appeals 
Court upheld the commit-
tee’s decision to impose the 
prescribed penalties so that 
the ruling becomes final, the 
authority said.

Oilfield services firms fined $1.3m for collusion

UAE’s ADNOC 
Distribution plans 

$10m deal for 15 Saudi 
service stations

Bureaau Report
Dubai 

A b u  D h a b i ’ s  A D N O C 
Distribution announced on 
Thursday that it plans to acquire 
15 service stations in the eastern 
region of Saudi Arabia. The deal 
is valued at 36.7 million dirhams 
($10 million) and is subject to 
regulatory approval, WAM, the 
UAE state news agency, said. 
“Expanding our presence in Saudi 
Arabia is an important milestone 
for our company and part of our 
profitable growth strategy. We 
see this expansion as a natural 
progression and look forward to 
significantly increasing our pres-
ence in the coming years. This is 
the first announcement of many 
we intend to make, with Saudi 
being a key strategic market 
for us,” Ahmed Al-Shamsi, act-
ing CEO of ADNOC Distribution, 
was quoted as saying. ADNOC 
Distribution opened its first ser-
vice station in Saudi Arabia in 
December 2018, on the Riyadh-
Dammam highway. It was fol-
lowed shortly after by another 
in the city of Hofuf. “Saudi Arabia 
is the largest market in the GCC 
and there is huge potential for 
experienced fuel operators like 
us to consolidate the market 
and capture further growth,” Al-
Shamsi added. “We are currently 
in discussions on a range of op-
portunities to further build on 
our network in the country.”

Bureau Report
JEDDAH

As women increase their financial independence 
faster than ever before, adding $5 trillion dollars to 
the global wealth pool each year, this is leading to 
a change in family and banking dynamics, accord-
ing to new research by Barclays Private Bank. A 
substantial wealth transfer is set to happen over 
the next 20 years, with an estimated $15 trillion 
set to pass to the next generation. Research has 
estimated that four in five women from high-net-
worth (HNW) families are getting ready to inherit 
substantial wealth over the next decade or two. 
Rasha Badawi, director at Barclays Wealth and 
Investment Management in the Middle East said: 
“As traditional family roles change and more women 
hold prominent positions in international business, 
their growing global influence is going to be a major 
economic force over the next decade, redefining 
areas that have historically been focused on, and 
dominated by, men.” A HNW individual is someone 
with at least $1 million in cash or assets that can eas-
ily be converted into cash. The research investigating 
the role of women in wealth was conducted in the 
second quarter of 2020, targeting 402 HNW families 
with at least £5 million ($6.83 million) in assets and 
living in France, Germany, Hong Kong, India, Italy, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Switzerland, Singapore, the UAE 

and the UK. The research focused on women’s roles 
in succession planning, family business decision-
making and how these roles contribute to shifting 
family and banking relationships. Although a third 
of the world’s wealth is under women’s control 
today, four in ten wealthy women are currently not 
involved in the management of their family finances 
compared to only one in ten men. Foreover, even 
those women who are involved in their family’s 
finances tend not to be the main decision-maker, 
with 83 percent of key financial decision-makers 
in HNW families being men. This bias, common in 
Indian (76 percent) and Middle Eastern families 
(46 percent), derives from the traditional roles 
of women in these families. And due to women’s 
lack of involvement in the management of family 
finances, they tend to be significantly less interested 

in finance and investment. This also contributes to 
women being overlooked during financial conversa-
tions, research found. “The tide across the Gulf is 
changing for women in ultra HNW families…We are 
seeing women take more leadership positions and 
become increasingly involved in all financial deci-
sions,” said Rahim Daya, head of Barclays Private 
Bank for the UAE and Middle East. The role of 
women within wealthy families is certainly evolv-
ing. Social and cultural change is prompting a shift 
in family and banking dynamics, with women now 
holding similar levels of direct ownership in family 
businesses (54 percent compared to 57 percent for 
men), and more HNW women achieving postgradu-
ate qualifications, often at international institutions 
(43 percent), compared to the generation of their 
parents (14 percent). The younger generations also 
have a less traditional outlook on life. Seventy-nine 
percent of those surveyed said that their parents 
hold traditional beliefs, but only a third of parents 
believed the same of their children. Among women 
of all ages, 35 percent said that they do not have 
a traditional personal outlook on life, compared to 
59 percent of men who admitted they do. However, 
women also lack representation and remain largely 
underserved by the wealth-management commu-
nity. Wealthy women are currently more than twice 
as likely as men to not have a financial adviser.

Women’s growing wealth prompts need for changes in the 
banking sector

Bureau Report
LONDON

Like every other sport, football in 
Asia was upended in 2020 as the 
COVID-19 pandemic raged around 
the world. But the successful con-
clusion of the AFC Champions 
League and the crowning of Ulsan 
Hyundai as the new champions 
this month points to an upbeat 
future next season. The year cer-
tainly started as planned. The AFC 
Champions League kicked off on 
February 10 but with the teams 
from China, the early epicentre 
of the virus, abstaining from ac-
tion. Soon enough, however, Asian 
football came to a standstill and 
there were doubts that any play 
would resume this year. The Asian 
Football Confederation was cau-
tious in its approach -- postpon-
ing fixtures a couple of months at 
time -- but it was always deter-
mined to resume action when it 
was safe resume. There were can-
cellations along the way. The AFC 
Cup, the continent’s second-tier 
club competition, was scrapped 
while the joint-qualifiers for the 
2022 FIFA World Cup and 2023 
AFC Asian Cup were shifted to 
next year. As the situation sta-
bilised in some countries, the 
AFC decided to restart play at 
a centralised venue with Qatar 
getting the nod as the host of the 
West Zone matches. There were 
hurdles along the way, especially 
when defending champions Al 
Hilal had to withdraw ahead of 
the final round of group-stage 
fixtures after a host of players 
tested positive for COVID-19. 
While it certainly ignited its fair 
share of debate, the AFC deserves 

credit for making swift and deci-
sive action to effectively disqualify 
Al Hilal from competing any fur-
ther. Qatar’s success in hosting 
the West Zone saw them get the 
nod again when play resumed 
in the East Zone. After a lengthy 
delay, 2020 ultimately delivered 
the annual club champions of Asia 
in South Korean outfit Ulsan, who 
defeated Iran’s Persepolis 2-1 in 
the final. It may have been an 
abridged format of the tourna-
ment, with knockout round ties 
being competed via a single match 
instead of the usual two-legged 
home-and-away format. Plenty 
of observers lauded the fact that 
the competition had a real feel of 
a major tournament with sudden-
death ties being contested in a 
centralised location. As the dust 
settles, not only on the recently-
concluded AFC Champions 
League campaign but also the 
long-term impact coronavirus 
has had on the sporting world, a 
new season is already beckoning. 
One that will not only crown new 
club champions of Asia, but also 
afford less-established teams a 
chance for glory in the AFC Cup. 
National teams will look to edge 
closer to World Cup and Asian 
Cup qualification. 

PSX closes 2020 on positive note

PCB Awards 2020: Babar, Shaheen, Hafeez nominated in 
three categories

Successful end to 2020 
means plenty more for 

Asian football

Manizeh Zainli steps down as PFF General 
Secretary
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Mediating Afghanistan peace process, internationalization 
of Kashmir issue, leading role against Islamophobia, proac-

tive engagement in global crisis mitigation, and success-
fully furbishing harmonious multilateral ties with different 
states are notable diplomatic accomplishments attained by 

Pakistan in the year 2020
Bureau Report

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan became the Champion of Afghan Peace Process 
through brokering peace for a prosperous and inclusive fu-
ture for the region. From facilitating US Taliban Peace Agree-
ment in Feb 2020 to Commencement of Intra Afghan Nego-
tiations in Sep 2020, and Agreement on rules and procedures 
between Afghan parties in Doha, Dec 2020 it has elevated its 
regional posture. Maiden visit by the Prime Minister to Af-
ghanistan laid down the foundation of a ‘shared vision’ for a 
comprehensive bilateral partnership. It also established new 
boundaries for economic diplomacy. Likewise, Under the En-
gage Africa policy, held the first ever Pakistan-Africa Trade 
Development Conference in Nairobi Foreign Minister agenda 
setting with each of Pakistan’s missions abroad for a greater 
economic diplomacy footprint. Foreign Minister agenda set-
ting with business institutions to forge closer Public – Private 
Ties for greater economic diplomacy impact (Karachi visit to 
PBC/FPCCI/IBA). To extend its global engagement, Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan attended the World Economic Forum [WEF] 
in Davos and subsequent virtual Country Strategy Dialogue, 
setting Pakistan’s agenda for economic stability and prosper-
ity.   Pakistan also played proactive role in Tabling progressive 
resolutions for a better world: UNGA unanimously adopted 
Pakistan sponsored resolution on self-determination, reaf-
firming the right to self-determination for peoples subjected 
to colonial, foreign and alien occupation. UNGA also adopted 
Pakistan co-sponsored resolution calling for respecting sa-
cred religious symbols and promoting inter-religious and in-
tercultural dialogue. Notably, the world recognizes Peaceful 
Pakistan-UN, US, UK, Canada, Japan and France all positively 
revised travel advisories on Pakistan. With reference to India, 
it has proactively exposed India state sponsored terrorism 
and disinformation agenda. Furthermore, Ensuring the Kash-
mir dispute is on the agenda of every regional, multilateral 
and bilateral forum and engagement. One of the key aspect in 
which Pakistan took leading global role is countering Islamo-
phobia: Tabling International day for Islamophobia March 15 
/ bringing it  up at every forum. Pakistan has also raised the 
voices for the victim’s two major protracted conflicts. It also 
stood up for the inalienable right to self-determination for 

the people of Kashmir and Palestine and principled refusal to 
recognize Israel. All of the above encapsulated in Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan’s address to UNGA 75. Pakistan unanimously 
elected President of the United Nations Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC), the third principal organ of the UN, along 
with the General Assembly and Security Council. Pakistan re-
elected to United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) se-
curing the highest number of votes among the five candidates 
from the Asia-Pacific region. As a manifestation of Pakistan’s 
commitment to the OIC and commitment to brokering peace-
ful dialogue, Pakistan selected as host for 48th Session of the 
CFM in 2021. Launch of FM Connect with Global Thoughts 
Leaders, connecting the Foreign Minister with stakeholders 
across the globe for greater reach and influence   and wel-
comed UNGA President Volkan Bozkir to Pakistan, affirma-
tion of its commitment to multilateralism. Pakistan was a key 
destination for foreign dignitaries, despite COVID19: this in-
cluded visits from President of Turkey, Crown Prince of Abu 
Dhabi, Chairman of the Presidency of Bosnia & Herzegovina, 
Secretary General of the UN, Chairman of the High Council for 
National Reconciliation of Afghanistan, Speaker of Afghani-
stan’s Wolesi Jirga, Chinese State Councilor & Minister of De-
fense, President of Inter Parliamentary Union, and Foreign 
Minister of Iran respectively. Foreign Minister Qureshi main-
tained a robust digital and traditional diplomacy agenda, vis-
iting different states Iran, KSA, US, Qatar, and UAE Niger and 
Moscow. Adding further, The President of Pakistan and the FM 
among first foreign dignitaries to visit China on improvement 
of COVID situation in a show of support and belief, thereby 
strengthening and reinforcing deep rooted all weather stra-
tegic cooperative partnership Visits to Malaysia and Qatar 
by the Prime Minister to strengthen fraternal ties. Pakistan 
also pursed digital diplomatic proceedings, among many digi-
tal sessions, attended the 5th round of EU-Pakistan Strategic 
Dialogue and dialogue with the Turkish and Finnish FM’s on 
the TRT World forum. Indeed Pakistan has moved into to a 
new era of Public & Digital Diplomacy. In this regard, it joined 
the pioneering Digital Cooperation Organisation for multilat-
eral digital diplomacy, as a founder member. Herein through 
establishing bilateral Public Diplomacy Exchange with like-
minded countries it has gained remarkable achievements. The 
first such relationship was initiated by Pakistan with Turkey. 
Pakistan has also established a dedicated Public Diplomacy 
Consultative Group of former ambassadors and industry stal-
warts for focused attention to public policy. Also appointing 

an Advisor to the Foreign Minister dedicated to Public Diplo-
macy. It established a dedicated group for Digital Diplomacy 
comprising Pakistan’s top digital stakeholders. Pakistan also 
remained globally engaged to avert the humanitarian  crisis, 
Pakistan’s missions across the globe played a groundbreak-
ing role in the largest repatriation operation in the history of 
the country, bringing home over 220’000 stranded Pakistani’s 
across 70 countries: stranded as a result of COVID-19. Addi-
tionally, Missions housed, fed and looked after stranded Paki-
stani’s while securing them a safe passage home. The Foreign 
Office established a dedicated 24/7 Crisis Management Unit 
specifically for the purpose of repatriating stranded  Paki-
stani’s.  Pakistan spearheaded an initiative for global debt re-
lief for developing economies in Covid hit nations, resulting 
in relief from the IMF, G-20 and World Bank. Pakistan has of-
fered to share Covid19 best practices at every multilateral fo-
rum: from the SCO to SAARC to OIC.it also undertook a series 
of humanitarian missions across the world for COVID19 and 
beyond: to this end, Pakistan sent medical aid to the U.S and 
Syria. Pakistan also sent relief to Niger for flood affected and 
to Lebanon for victims of the blast. Under thought leadership 
platform VISION F.O, launching the ‘Foreign Minister’s Hon-
ours List’, celebrating those diaspora community members 
who brought positive and progressive impact to the coun-
tries in which they live and work. This August 2020, Foreign 
Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi honored specifi-
cally those diaspora members who demonstrated exceptional 
contribution to their local communities during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Pakistan’s UN peacekeepers continue to serve as 
bastions of humanity across the globe Pakistan, in collabo-
ration with the UNHCR organised an International Confer-
ence to mark ’40 Years of Afghan Refugees’ Presence in Paki-
stan.   Pakistan is currently engaged in dialogue with multiple 
sources for the timely procurement of the most effective and 
affordable COVID19 vaccine. Pakistan has continuously put 
the human rights of the people of Kashmir as top priority at 
every international forum, raising the issue at UB, HRC, OIC, 
and IPU among many other significant platforms. Last but not 
the least, Owing to Pakistan’s efforts, the UNSC has discussed 
the J&K dispute 3 times since 05 August 2019 after a gap of 
55 years,   On Pakistan’s call 3 meetings of the OIC Contact 
group on J&K were held since Aug 2019. Niamey Declaration 
explicitly reiterated OIC’s principled stance on J&K dispute 
Unanimous global condemnation nation of human rights vio-
lations in IIOJK by human rights groups and world leaders A 
12 member cross parliamentary delegation from the UK visit-
ed Pakistan and AJK Foreign Affairs committee of US Congress 
expressed concern over IIOJK in a letter to the Indian FM. 

ISLAMABAD   
The year 2020, remained encumbered in 
terms of Pakistan Navy (PN) multifaceted 
operational activities and initiatives in the 
wake of COVID-19 pandemic. As the world is 
combating against the deadly virus and Paki-
stan was no exception to it. PN accomplished 
its objectives in various domains ranging 
from exercising combat readiness at sea and 
providing assistance to local populace dur-
ing various natural calamities through relief 
operations. The broad contours of the initia-
tives span over the year are highlighted in 
the ensuing paragraphs. PN Participation in 
Bilateral & Multinational Naval Exercises in 
Combat Readiness domain, PN participated 
in various bilateral exercises that include 
Ex Sea Guardians-2020 with PLA (Navy), Ex 
White Star-2020 with Royal Britain Navy, Ex 
MAVI BALINA 2020 and Ex TURGUTREIS-V 
with Turkish Navy. In addition to bilateral 
exercises, PN ships while maintaining Re-
gional Maritime Security Patrol in the re-
gion participated in passage exercises with 
naval ships of Japanese Maritime Self De-
fense Force, South Korean Navy, Royal Navy 
and Coordinated joint patrol with Turkish 
Navy. Beside Pakistan Navy’s major mari-
time exercise SEASPARK-2020 was also held 
at Karachi. During the sea operations, Paki-
stan Navy successfully demonstrated Fire 
Power at North Arabian Sea by launching 
anti-ship missiles from various fleet combat 
platforms including Surface, Sub-Surface 
and Aviation units. In addition, as part over-
seas deployments, PN ships visited ports of 
Oman, Kenya, Tanzania, Seychelles, Turkey, 

Jordon and Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA). 
During these visits, PN officers called on 
various military and government officials 
of the host countries and discussed mat-
ters of mutual interests. This opportunity 
was aptly utilized to highlight atrocities of 
Indian Armed Forces in Indian Illegally Oc-
cupied Jammu & Kashmir (IIOJ&K). Pakistan 
Navy assumed Command of Multinational 
Combined Task Force 151 (CTF-151) for the 
ninth time. CTF-151 is one of the three Com-
bined Task Forces operating under Com-
mander Combined Maritime Forces (CMF). 
Furthermore, PN developmental and Acqui-
sitions program continued throughout the 
year. The inductions include maritime pa-
trol aircrafts (MPA) & unmanned aerial sys-
tems which enhanced operational capability 
of PN air arm. Besides, induction of LUNA 
NG Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) also 
augmented Pakistan Navy’s Intelligence, 
Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR) ca-
pabilities in maritime domain especially in 
Creeks area along the Coastal belt. Launch-
ing of 1st Ship of Type-054 A/P Class Frig-
ate and Keel laying of 2nd Ship of same type 
marked a significant milestone in induction 
of cutting-edge Frigate for Pakistan Navy. 
The Type-054 Class, fitted with latest Sur-
face, Subsurface, Anti-air weapons, Combat 
Management System and Sensors is one of 
the technologically advanced addition in 
Pakistan Navy Fleet. In addition, keel lay-
ing of 2nd MILGEM Class Corvette was held 
at Karachi Shipyard and Engineering Works 
(KS&EW). PN also inducted two state of 

the art corvettes PNS YARMOOK and PNS 
TABUK to its Fleet.  Pakistan Navy inaugu-
ration new state of the art Joint Maritime 
Information Coordination Centre (JMICC) 
at Karachi JMICC functions as a nerve cen-
ter to harmonize the efforts of all mari-
time related organizations/ agencies. Dur-
ing the entire year, PN remained vigilant 
in thwarting the criminal element in smug-
gling of drugs along coastal belt. In various 
joint intelligence operations with Pakistan 
Maritime Security Agency (PMSA), Pakistan 
Customs and Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) 
intercepted and confiscated huge caches of 
narcotics/ drugs worth billions of rupees 
in international market. The successful ex-
ecution of joint Anti-Narcotics Operations 
against narcotics smuggling was based on 
prolonged surveillance, operational coor-
dination and timely relay of information. 
Pakistan Navy’s effective monitoring of our 
coastline and seas demonstrates to curb any 
illegal purpose. Pakistan Navy made prom-
inent contributions in educational field 
during the year 2020. The inauguration of 
Pakistan Maritime Science and Technology 
Park (PMSTP) is a core objective to project 
jump start national blue economy through 
promotion of maritime sciences, technolo-
gies and businesses.   During the entire year, 
Pakistan Navy extended nationwide human-
itarian assistance to aggrieved families dur-
ing Corona Virus Pandemic and distributed 
food/ commodities & Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPEs) at various cities/ towns, 
small villages/ Goths and hospitals across 
Pakistan. Thousands of ration bags carrying 

edibles /supplies and cash amounts were 
distributed to needy families in all the prov-
inces of Pakistan. PN troops reached out to 
families in far-flung and rural areas of en-
tire country for assistance. Additionally, 
Pakistan Navy in collaboration with philan-
thropist association distributed kits of Per-
sonal Protective suits along other necessary 
equipment to different authorities & hospi-
tals in various cities. Pakistan Navy Women 
Association (PNWA) also remained vibrant 
in providing relief goods, restoring hope, 
educating community about safety precau-
tions and extend donations to low-income 
and daily wages personnel. Pakistan Navy 
rescue and emergency response teams con-
ducted disaster relief operation in collabo-
ration with civil administration in rain-hit 
areas. The team evacuated large number of 
local inhabitants stranded in rain flooded 
areas and provided them relief goods/ ra-
tion bags. During heavy spell of rain in Kara-
chi, Pakistan Navy’s rescue and relief opera-
tion continued in various parts of the city. In 
assistance to civil administration, PN Emer-
gency and response teams along with boats 
and requisite lifesaving equipment were de-
ployed in different areas of the city in pro-
viding assistance to aggrieved populace.   
In sports field, Pakistan Navy won laurels 
in different sports events. Pakistan Navy 
Spring Tree Plantation Campaign-2020 was 
conducted in line with govts policy for a 
clean and green Pakistan .Pakistan Navy in 
service of the nation shall always commit-
ted to defend the sea frontiers and augment 
in nation building objectives and initiatives.

The Year 2020 remains benchmark of triumph for Pak Navy vis-à-
vis exercising combat readiness, Pursuing naval diplomacy, providing 

humanitarian assistance & empowering indigenous Naval defense 
architecture    

Amid unprecedented Pandemic crisis, Pakistan attains resounding 
success at Diplomatic front in the year 2020 

TAT Special




