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The government has 
introduced biggest relief 

package in the history 
under Ehsaas Kafalat 
Programme and an 

amount of Rs 144 billion 
have been allocated for 

this purpose

Punjab Governor
Ch Mohammad Sarwar

Over Rs53b disbursed among deserving families: 
Dr Sania

China-Europe freight trains make 1,941 trips in Q1

The Asian Telegraph
PIA, UK agree on repatriation 

flights for stranded British-
Pakistanis
ISLAMABAD/LONDON

The United Kingdom has announced financial 
support worth 2.67 million pounds to Pakistan in 
combating Coronavirus pandemic. Announcing the 
support in video message today (Saturday), British 
High Commissioner to Pakistan, Dr Christian 
Turner said the support is aimed at providing 
medical assistance to the seriously ill and build 
stronger systems to detect and test for COVID-19 
in Pakistan. He said the United Kingdom will fund 
a 2.67 million pounds package to the World Health 
Organization to help improve the preventive, test-
ing and treatment services in 27 districts across 
Pakistan. The British High Commissioner said ad-
ditional one million pounds will also be provided 
on the rapid response of controlling locusts in af-
fected areas in Pakistan, which are having a dev-
astating impact on crops and livelihoods. He said 
the United Kingdom stands shoulder-to-shoulder 
with its friend Pakistan during difficult times. On 
the other hand the UK government has announced 
the schedule for chartered flights run by Qatar 
Airways which will repatriate around 2,500 British 
citizens stuck in Pakistan. Pakistan’s national car-
rier Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) has also 
announced daily flights from Pakistan to UK but 
has not announced the exact schedule yet. The 
chartered Qatar Airways flights from Islamabad 
to London will run on, April 21, 22, and 23, the 
flights from Islamabad to Manchester on April 24, 
25, 26, and 27, while the flights from Lahore to 
London on April 22 and 24.

Covid-19
Global steps to mitigate economic fallout

BEIJING

Countries and organizations 
around the world are rolling out 
multiple aid measures as the coro-
navirus pandemic has taken a heavy 
toll on the global economy. So far, 
more than 200 countries and regions 
are plagued by the virus, which has 
infected over 2.1 million people 
with over 143,000 deaths glob-
ally, according to a Johns Hopkins 
University. The global economy is 
on track to contract “sharply” by 3 
percent in 2020 as a result of the 
pandemic, much worse than dur-
ing the 2008-09 financial crisis, 
according to the World Economic 
Outlook (WEO) report released by 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) Tuesday. Multilateralism is 
more needed than ever to prevail 
over the pandemic. Global debt is es-
timated to increase by 13 percentage 
points to reach 96.4 percent of gross 
domestic product (GDP) in 2020, as 
the COVID-19 pandemic leads to 
higher spending and plunging rev-
enues, the IMF said Wednesday.On 
the same day, IMF Managing Director 
Kristalina Georgieva said Wednesday 
that more than 100 countries have 
asked the multilateral lender for 
emergency financing amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic. “We are re-
sponding to an unprecedented num-
ber of calls for emergency financing 
- from more than 100 countries,” 
Georgieva said at a press confer-
ence for the virtual 2020 Spring 
Meetings, adding lending programs 

have already been approved at re-
cord speed for over 20 countries, 
with many more to come.  “We have 
just doubled access to our emer-
gency facilities, which will allow 
us to meet the expected demand 
of about 100 billion U.S. dollars in 
financing,” she said. The trade asso-
ciation representing Europe’s car, 
van, truck and bus manufacturers 
said the impact of the coronavirus 
pandemic is weighing heavily across 
the continent, with Italy, France, 
Spain and Germany recording a 
contraction of 35.5 percent, 34.1 
percent, 31 percent and 20.3 per-
cent respectively. The most heavily 
hit month was March, when contain-
ment and lockdown measures took 

hold in most markets around the 
middle of the month, since the vast 
majority of European dealerships 
were closed. Earlier in March, World 
Bank Group President David Malpass 
said that the multilateral lender is 
finalizing a package that could pro-
vide as much as 160 billion dollars 
in financial support for countries 
heavily hit by COVID-19. “The goals 
are to shorten the time to recovery; 
create conditions for growth; sup-
port small and medium enterprises; 
and help protect the poor and vul-
nerable,” Malpass told a conference 
call of the Extraordinary Group of 
Twenty (G20) Leaders’ Summit, ac-
cording to a statement released by 
the World Bank.

ISLAMABAD
Special Assistant to the Prime 

Minister on Social Protection 
and Poverty Alleviation, Dr. Sania 
Nishtar Saturday revealed that 
an amount of Rs.53.336 billion 
has been disbursed among over 
4.444 million deserving families 
so far under Ehsaas Emergency 
Cash Program. In a tweet, she 
said that this amount has been 
disbursed among the daily wage 
and piece-rate workers during 
the period of ten days since the 
beginning of the payment process 
under Ehsaas Emergency Cash 
Program on April 9. This amount 
has been paid till 5:00 pm on 

Saturday. Till today, an amount 
of Rs. 793,380,000 has been dis-
bursed among 66,115 beneficiar-
ies in Azad Jammu and Kashmir, 
Rs. 1,573,164,000 among 131,097 
beneficiaries of Balochistan, 
Rs.268,680,000 among 22,390 
beneficiaries in Gilgit-Baltistan 
and Rs. 112,896,000 among 
9,408 beneficiaries of Islamabad 
Capital Territory. An amount of 
Rs. 11,106,348,000 has been dis-
bursed among 925,529 beneficiar-
ies of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Rs. 
21,437,292,000 among 1,786,441 
beneficiaries in Punjab and Rs. 
18,044,664,000 among 1,503,722 
beneficiaries in Sindh, the tweet 
shared. An amount of Rs 44.194 

billion has been disbursed to 3.682 
million deserving families under 
Ehsaas Emergency Cash Program 
during the period of seven days 
since the payment process started 
last week. This was disclosed 
by the Prime Minister’s Special 
Assistant on Social Protection 
and Poverty Alleviation, Dr. Sania 
Nishtar through a tweet. The pay-
ments to male beneficiaries in 
Category 2 of Ehsaas Emergency 
Cash Program have already been 
started. Most of them are daily wa-
gers and without day jobs for the 
last one month. Social distancing 
is being implemented during the 
payment disbursement, Dr. Sania 
Nishtar added. 

Corona cases to rise by May 20

Virus fight a national duty, must not be 
politicised: PM
Premier Khan says the government’s on imposing an early lockdown are yielding results.

ISLAMABAD
Highlighting that the country recorded 
lower cases of the coronavirus than pro-
jected, Prime Minister Imran Khan said 
on Saturday the number of Covid-19 cas-
es could see a spike until mid-May. Speak-
ing at a media briefing here, the premier 
said there would have been 50,000 cases 
by April 25 as per initial projections but 
that is not the case. He added new projec-
tions suggest the country will see 12,000 
to 15,000 patients.  PM Imran Khan took 
exception to “fake” news about higher 
number of Covid-19 fatalities in Karachi 
where he said fear was being spread that 
more deaths have occurred because of 
the virus than being reported. He was of 

the view that fighting the pandemic and 
saving people’s lives is a national duty 
and should not be hindered by such fake 
news or politics. Prime minister Imran 
Khan also said the government’s taking 
early decisions and imposing an early 
lockdown are yielding results. He recalled 
the country went into lockdown in March 
when there were only a few cases with 
screening people at airports and pilgrims 
returning from Iran through land routes. 
Prime Minister Khan said the govern-
ment is preparing itself to deal with the 
spike in coronavirus cases with necessary 
medical equipment, including ventilators, 
being procured. He said the government 
will slowly start reopening the economy 

as it is going to open the construction 
sector. He added he has been making 
decisions keeping in view the hardships 
faced by the poor. The premier said he is 
concerned at the poor’s conditions as the 
decision to open the construction sector 
was made in light of the difficulties the la-
bourer and business class faced. He said 
the government is disbursing Rs12,000 
cash among 12 million deserving fami-
lies across the country. The prime min-
ister warned that the government will 
take stern action against those involved 
in hoarding, smuggling, and corrup-
tion across the country. He said an ordi-
nance against hoarding has already been 
promulgated while another ordinance 

about smuggling will be enforced in a 
day or two. Prime Minister said that the 
country may face increased coronavirus 
cases from the middle of May and the 
country’s healthcare system can come 
under significant pressure Coronavirus 
cases are expected to increase from May 
15 to May 20,”  PM Imran warned. The 
premier said Pakistan has less Covid-19 
cases than compared to the rest of the 
world as the federal government took the 
timely decision of imposing a lockdown. 
Fifty thousand cases were expected by 
April 25, but we were saved from the di-
saster as we implemented lockdown in 
March when there were only 25 cases 
in the country , the prime minister said. 

SINGAPORE/LONDON/NEW YORK
With markets struggling to digest 

the steep declines in Brent prices, 
analysts say it may be time for a dif-
ferent approach when it comes to 
investing in the so-called liquid gold. 
And here is why. Measures to contain 
the virus outbreak have effectively 
frozen the global economy: planes 
have been grounded, businesses 
shuttered and billions of people 
largely confined to their homes. The 
need for oil products such as gaso-
line and jet fuel has evaporated. The 
world’s Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) part-
ners did manage to scurry up a 
historic deal in recent days, but the 
question on investor minds. Further 

to the record production cut agreed 
between OPEC and its allies, the part-
ners are now being forced to rethink 
whether such cuts will be enough to 
stabilize oil prices going forward. 
The International Energy Agency 
(IEA) - the institution that advises 
oil consuming nations, shortly after 
the deal warned that the demand 
loss is so big that there is “no feasi-
ble agreement that could cut supply 
by enough” to offset the volatility in 
the near term. Almost a decade of 
oil-demand growth will be erased 
this year as consumption plunges 
by about 9 million barrels a day, and 
the largest hit will come this month, 
when fuel use will tumble by 29 mil-
lion barrels a day to its lowest since 
1995, the Paris-based IEA estimated. 
The OPEC too were in agreement. In 
its monthly report released Thursday, 
it forecasted that global oil demand 
will drop by 6.8 million barrels a day 
this year and demand for crude oil 
would drop to 20 million barrels a 
day in April, similar to the IEA fore-
cast. It’s the least amount of crude oil 
OPEC has pumped since 1989. Simply 
put, what this implies is the projected 
demand loss is far more than recent 
output cuts agreed to by producing 
nations. The OPEC and allied pro-
ducers including Russia, have so far 

agreed to reduce output by 9.7 mil-
lion bpd, and the group has signaled 
that many more cuts are yet to come.

The recent landmark OPEC agree-
ment did come after Saudi Arabia and 
Russia - who previously disagreed on 
production cuts - sparked a price war 
that weighed heavily on oil prices and 
threatened to push supply to record 
levels as demand fell sharply. And 
now that the same OPEC partners 
has resounded the alarm – only this 
time much louder – and has further 
agreed to more production cuts. But 
the dire question is how many more 
production cuts will be needed to sta-
bilize the much-rattled markets, and 
what do investors with money to lose 
do till then?  Most analysts are of the 
view that given the scale of demand 
destruction this quarter, OPEC cuts 
– how many ever there are – will fall 
short of bringing the market to bal-
ance anytime soon, and this is what is 
being reflected in the price weakness 
seen since the OPEC deal. Although 
the latest OPEC commentary develop-
ments are considered quite construc-
tive and the already agreed-upon 
lower production volumes will to 
some degree alleviate the substan-
tial excess supply of oil caused by the 
corona-induced demand shock, there 
is also another point of concern.

Oil gets grim to grimmer outlookOil gets grim to grimmer outlook

BEIJING
The China-Europe freight trains 

made a total of 1,941 trips in the 
first quarter (Q1) of 2020, said 
an official with the China State 
Railway Group Co., Ltd. The fig-
ure was increased by 15 percent 
from the same period last year, 
Zhao Jun, an official with the 
company, told a press conference 
held in Beijing Saturday. In Q1, 
the China-Europe freight trains 
transported 174,000 TEUs (20-
foot equivalent units) of freight, 
up 18 percent year on year. In 
March alone, a total of 809 trips 
were made by the trains, trans-
porting 73,000 TEUs of freight, 
expanding by 30 percent and 36 
percent, respectively, Zhao said. 
On April  14, a China-Europe 
freight train from Wuhan, the 
hardest-hit city by COVID-19 
in China, arrived in the west-
ern German city of Duisburg. By 
far, all Chinese cities operating 

the trains have resumed out-
bound transport, according to 
Zhao.  China’s imports of major 
commodities including iron ore 
and crude oil  saw relatively 
fast growth in the first quar-
ter of the year (Q1), data from 
the General Administration of 
Customs showed. The country’s 
imports of crude oil climbed 5 
percent year on year to 130 mil-
lion tonnes during the period. A 
total of 24.66 million tonnes of 
natural gas were imported dur-
ing the period, up 1.8 percent 
from one year earlier. Imports of 
coal surged 28.4 percent to 95.78 
million tonnes. Iron ore imports 
during the January-March period 
went up 1.3 percent to 260 mil-
lion tonnes. Soybean imports 
gained 6.2 percent year on year 
to 17.79 million tonnes. Customs 
data showed China’s foreign trade 
of goods fell 6.4 percent year on 
year to 6.57 trillion yuan in Q1. 
China’s mobile phone shipments 

stood at 21.76 million units in 
March, down 23.3 percent year on 
year, according to data from the 
China Academy of Information 
and Communications Technology 
(CAICT). Thirty-nine new models 
were released last month, down 
25 percent from a year earlier, 
said CAICT, a research institute 
under the Ministry of Industry 
and Information Technology. 4G 
phones took the lion’s share of 
the total shipments with about 
14.84 million units produced, 
while 5G phones shipments came 
in at 6.22 million units, CAICT 
data showed. The country’s do-
mestic brands dominated mobile 
phone shipments in March, with 
those made by Chinese manufac-
turers hitting 18.88 million units 
and making up 86.8 percent of 
the total shipments. During the 
first quarter,  China’s mobile 
phone shipments plunged 36.4 
percent year on year to 48.95 
million units.

UK to extend 
£2.67m support for 

Pakistan

$1.4b Covid-19 emergency 
aid additional to $6bn 
bailout package: IMF

ISLAMABAD
The International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) clarified on Saturday the 
disbursement of $1.4 billion to 
Pakistan to address the economic 
impact of the coronavirus is “ad-
ditional” to the existing $6 billion 
programme. “The $1.4 billion RFI 
[Rapid Financial Instrument] dis-
bursement is additional to the $6 
billion EFF [Extended Fund Facility] 
to help Pakistan’s immediate efforts 
to COVID-19,” the Fund said in a 
tweet. “The EFF remains in place. 
Staff & authorities continue to work 
closely to bring the second review 
to the IMF Board as soon as possi-
ble,” it added. Earlier, on April 17, 
the IMF had approved disbursement 
of $1.386 billion for Pakistan under 
the Rapid Financing Instrument to 
address the economic impact of the 
Covid-19.



Sunday, April 19, 2020

www.theasiantelegraph.net

Editor-in-Chief: Amna Malik
Editor: Mohammad Arshad

Phone: + 92 51 2814017 Offce # 407/408, 4th Floor, Evacuee 
Trust, Agha Khan Road, F-5/1 Islamabad

Languishing Kashmiris 
in Indian jails

In August last year, India abrogated Jammu and Kashmir’s special status 
as a partially autonomous region, which had been in place since 1954 
amid a longstanding territorial dispute with Pakistan. Since then, the 
Hindu nationalist government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
implemented a wide-ranging crackdown on the Muslim-majority, im-
posing a curfew, arresting hundreds of Kashmir residents and severely 

restricting internet access. Over 7,300 people have been detained by Indian 
forces in a crackdown on protests since August. Official figures indicate that 
at least 420 Kashmiris remain imprisoned. Most of the Kashmiri detain-
ees are not criminals; they are political detainees and are being hounded 
purely for their political views. There is no reason that the concessions being 
granted to other detainees, including convicted criminals, are not being ex-
tended to them. But amid extraordinary measures taken during the global 
pandemic, hundreds of people from India-controlled Kashmir remain de-
tained in prisons across India, eight months into a lockdown on the region 
A large number of Kashmiri prisoners have been languishing in different 
jails and torture centres for years without being given access to a fair trial 
and judicial justice. Illegally detained Hurriyat leaders and activists, lodged 
in different jails of India and the territory, are being treated with malicious 
intent and, therefore, facing a serious threat of the deadly coronavirus. The 
Indian government is playing with the lives of thousands of illegally detained 
Hurriyat leaders and activists languishing in different jails of India and the 
territory. Hundreds of Hurriyat leaders and activists had been languishing in 
overcrowded prisons in India and occupied Kashmir and the authorities are 
not releasing them despite the directives of the Indian Supreme Court. The 
inhuman attitude of the Modi-led Indian regime towards the illegally detained 
Kashmiris languishing in different jails is condemnable and it requires the 
world pressure to stop Indian government from this heinous attitude. The 
United Nations and its special rapporteur for prisoners must use their good 
offices and ensure the release of thousands of Kashmiri political detainees. 
The international community and human rights bodies must take serious 
note of Indian colonial acts in occupied Kashmir.

Construction Ordinance

The construction industry is considered backbone of economy all 
over the world and this industry in Pakistan is the second largest 
job provider after the agriculture. The approval of an ordinance 
for construction industry by federal cabinet is a welcoming step 
taken by the Prime Minister Imran Khan for the development of 
national economy. By this initiative Prime Minister Imran Khan 

has proved himself as the visionary leader by announcing historic package 
for this industry because he has always advocated importance of construction 
industry. According to the ordinance people will not be asked for source of 
income for purchasing first home, no Capital Gain Tax on selling home, no 
inquiry for investment in construction, status of Industry to construction 
sector, Fixed Tax Regime for builders and developers, 90 percent tax relief 
for investment in Naya Pakistan Housing Scheme will surely will boost eco-
nomic activities in Pakistan and strengthen national economy and create 
job opportunities for thousands of skilled and unskilled workers. Moreover, 
establishment of Construction Industry Development Board (CIDB) will en-
sure uniform laws for construction in Pakistan, which will create opportunity 
for ease of doing business and doors will open for local as well as foreign 
investment. Such incentives have been demanded by the sector for a long 
time as no one was giving due importance to construction sector. But the 
present government of Imran Khan, through this historic package, has proved 
demands of ABAD were genuine. All sectors of economy will flourish under 
this government. There is dire need that people, especially linked with con-
struction industry must to follow directions of federal as well as provincial 
governments regarding coronavirus pandemic.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view
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Virus: A Blow to Global EconomyVirus: A Blow to Global Economy

Commercial creditors need to support 
debt relief for the poorest countries and 
cannot just free ride on a suspension in 
debt payments by official bilateral cred-
itors. The debt relief initiative agreed 
this week by the Group of 20 econo-

mies and the Paris Club was a huge achievement 
to help the poorest countries deal with the health 
and economic impact of the new coronavirus pan-
demic. The coronavirus pandemic had unleashed 
a worldwide recession that would be deeper than 
the one seen during the global financial crisis of 
2008-2009, and that would hit the poorest and 
most vulnerable countries the hardest. More than 
2.14 million people in more than 210 countries and 
territories have been reported to be infected by the 
novel coronavirus globally and 143,744 have died. 
Bleak figures from the world’s two largest econo-
mies the United States and China underscore the 
tune of economic devastations and woes inflicted 
on the global economy. China reported GDP shrank 
6.8 percent from a year ago in the quarter ending 
March, its worst contraction since before economic 
reforms began in 1979. In the US, the world’s larg-

est economy, the ranks of the unemployed swelled 
toward levels reached during the Great Depression. 
Still, the economic data from China was not as bad 
as some had feared, prompting shares in Asia to 
surge. That was after Wall Street also rose, pow-
ered by buying of Amazon, health care stocks and 
other market niches that are thriving in the coro-
navirus crunch. The recovery for workers is likely 
to take a long time, however. Some forecasters 
earlier said China might rebound as early as this 
month, but they have been cutting growth forecasts 
and pushing back recovery timelines as negative 
trade and other data pile up. The US government 
reported 5.2 million more Americans applied for 
unemployment benefits last week, bringing the 
four-week total to 22 million easily the worst 
stretch of US job losses on record. The losses trans-
late to about 1 in 7 American workers. President 
Donald Trump reacted to the pressure on the econ-
omy by outlining a phased approach to reopening 
parts of the country where the pandemic is being 
brought under control. The spread of the virus is 
declining in Italy, Spain and France, but rising or 
continuing at a high level in Britain, Russia and 
Turkey. Singapore reported a record daily high 
of 728 new cases as it ramped up its testing at 
dormitories crammed with foreign workers. UN 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres warned that 
the economic impacts of the pandemic were put-
ting many of the world’s children in jeopardy, and 
urged families and leaders everywhere to help 
protect them. The UN chief said in a video state-
ment that the lives of children were being totally 
upended by COVID-19, with almost all students 
out of school, family stress levels rising as com-

munities face lockdowns, and reduced household 
income expected to force poor families to cut back 
on essential health and food expenditures, which 
would affect children in particular. In China, retail 
spending, which accounted for 80 percent of eco-
nomic growth last year, plunged 19 percent in the 
first quarter from a year earlier, below most fore-
casts. Investment in factories, real estate and other 
fixed assets, the other major growth driver, sank 
16.1 percent. Factories and other businesses were 
allowed to reopen. However, cinemas, hair salons 
and other enterprises that are deemed nonessen-
tial but employ millions of people are still closed.
However, most US firms in China currently have 
no plans to relocate production within the coun-
try or abroad due to the coronavirus, but there is 
less certainty about the long term due to grow-
ing worries over US-China decoupling, a survey 
showed. Concerns over logistics challenges now 
outweigh those of factory closures, said companies 
that responded to the joint survey by the American 
chambers of commerce in Beijing and Shanghai 
with consultancy PricewaterhouseCoopers. A total 
of 68 percent reported that demand for prod-
ucts and services were below normal. The novel 
coronavirus, which causes the respiratory illness 
COVID-19, was first reported in the central Chinese 
city of Wuhan late last year. It has led to more than 
130,000 deaths and caused massive disruption to 
economic activity around the world. 

The Rolling Stones is latest band to join ‘One World’ concert
PARIS

The ‘Paint It Black’ hitmakers - which com-
prises of Sir Mick Jagger, Charlie Watts, Ronnie 
Wood and Keith Richards - are set to join a 
host of stars, taking part in the virtual concert 
alongside the likes of Sir Elton John, Sir Paul 
McCartney, Coldplay’s Chris Martin, Taylor 
Swift, Stevie Wonder, Billie Eilish, Jennifer 
Lopez and Lizzo.They said in a statement: 
‘’We are honoured to be invited to be part of 
the ‘One World: Together at Home’ broadcast 
- from our homes in isolation.’’The event has 
been curated by Lady GaGa, who has teamed 
up with Global Citizen and the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) for the ‘’historic, first-
of-its-kind global broadcast’’, which will air 
across various networks and streaming ser-
vices around the world.Money raised will go to-
wards the COVID-19 Solidarity Response Fund, 
as well as local and regional charities helping 
those in need and will ‘’celebrate and support 
brave healthcare workers doing life-saving 
work on the front lines’’.Gaga said: ‘’We want 
to highlight the gravity of this historical, un-
precedented cultural movement ... and we want 
to celebrate and encourage the power of the 
human spirit. I would like to send my prayers 
to people who are losing their jobs and hav-
ing a hard time feeding themselves and their 
children.’’Hugh Evans, co-founder and CEO of 
Global Citizen, added in a statement: ‘’As we 

honour and support the heroic efforts of com-
munity health workers, ‘One World: Together 
At Home’ aims to serve as a source of unity 
and encouragement in the global fight to end 
COVID-19. Through music, entertainment and 
impact, the global live-cast will celebrate those 
who risk their own health to safeguard eve-
ryone else’s.’’The ‘A Star is Born’ actress also 

stressed that the concert is not a fundraiser.She 
shared: ‘’We want to raise the money before we 
go on air.‘’When we do go on air, put your wal-
lets away, your credit cards away, and enjoy the 
show.’’Late night talk show hosts Jimmy Fallon, 
Jimmy Kimmel and Stephen Colbert will team 
up to host the evening, alongside the cast of 
‘Sesame Street’.

New method to detect 
urological cancer

BRUSSELS
Researchers from Ghent University, 

Belgium, together with researchers 
from the University of Turku, Finland, 
have developed a new method for bio-
marker discovery of urological cancers. 
The method enables timely diagnosis 
and treatment of cancer. Urological 
cancers include e.g. prostate, bladder 
and kidney cancers. Biomarkers are 
biological signatures in the body that 
can indicate the presence of cancer. A 
promising source of new biomarkers 
are extracellular vesicles. These are 
microscopic vesicles that are released 
by cancer cells into biological fluids, 
such as urine. Detecting and examining 
these vesicles in urine has an enormous 
potential for developing new tests for 
early detection of urological cancers. 
However, research related to this is 
still in its infancy, says Bert Dhondt 
from Ghent University. To date, no suf-
ficiently effective method exists for 
separating extracellular vesicles from 
urine. Such method would be essen-
tial for investigating these vesicles and 
using them in patient diagnostics and 
treatment. This means that extensive 

laboratory research into these promis-
ing biomarkers has not yet been trans-
lated into new urine tests which can 
help patients. The recently published 
study addresses this problem in several 
ways. Researchers concluded that the 
currently used methods for separating 
extracellular vesicles from urine are not 
optimal for detecting new cancer bio-
markers. Therefore, they developed a 
new ‘toolbox’ to map the composition of 
urinary extracellular vesicles. This ‘tool-
box’ consists of a novel method, devel-
oped at Ghent University, to separate 
extracellular vesicles from urine with 
high purity. In addition, researchers at 
the University of Turku were involved 
in developing a method for determining 
the protein composition of the vesicles.

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

An International Media Forum was held in the build-
ing of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan, 
in the form of a video conference dedicated to the 25th 
Anniversary of Turkmenistan’s Permanent Neutrality. The 
media forum was attended by heads and representatives 
of several ministries and departments of Turkmenistan, 
members of the faculty of a number of Turkmen universi-
ties, national media, scientists, experts, as well as leaders 
and representatives of major news agencies such as MIR, 
TASS, TRT AVAZ, TV-24, NEWS ASTRO, Azertadzh, Anadolu 
Azhansy, Arminfo, Renmin Ribao, Kazinform, Mangistau-
Media, Noyan Tapan, NHK, China daily, News Day Georgia,  
Daily Ittehad, Business Central Asia, Kabar, Psearcher, MIA 
Trend, UzReport», «NEWS ASTRO», «News of Uzbekistan» 
and newsroom Asia-Caucasus. Along with news agencies, 
the media forum was attended by representatives of other 
media, including the Russian Foreign Ministry magazine 
“International Life”, the magazines “Istanbul today”, 

“Diplomatic Gozlem”, “The Diplomatic Insight”, “The 
Georgian Business Week”, “Diva International” and news-
paper publications “Russian Newspaper”, “Multinational 
Georgia”, as well as the television channel “Objective” 
and others. The meeting was also attended by rectors 
and professors of well-known foreign universities, heads 
of authoritative foreign public organizations and more 
than 50 correspondents of news agencies from over 20 
countries of the world. At the opening of the media forum, 
the importance of Turkmenistan’s policy of Permanent 
Neutrality, conducted under the leadership of President 
Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov, was noted. During the 
speeches, the forum participants spoke about their vi-
sion of the status of positive Neutrality of Turkmenistan, 
aimed at promoting humane values, achieving progress 
in the world exclusively through peaceful and construc-
tive dialogue. A video was shown as part of the media 
forum, which demonstrated the success of the time-tested 
Neutrality policy of Turkmenistan. According to A Kopnov 
Deputy General Director of TASS Information Agency of 
Russia, the Neutrality of Turkmenistan serves as a good 

basis for the development of friendly and mutually ben-
eficial relations between the states of the region and the 
world. Turkmenistan’s Permanent Neutrality reflects the 
desire of its people to maintain peace and good neighborly 
relations with other countries”. In his speech, Professor S. 
Faltas, doctor of economic sciences, independent consult-
ant on democratization and security sector reforms in the 
Netherlands, emphasized that Turkmenistan has success-
fully combined positive Neutrality with its foreign policy, 

which is implemented on the principles of good neighbor-
liness and mutual respect.During his speech, V.Shadursky, 
Doctor of Historical Sciences, Dean of the Department of 
International Relations of the Belarus State University, 
highlighted the special importance of the Neutrality of 
Turkmenistan in the context of strengthening and expand-
ing mutually beneficial friendly relations between peoples 
and countries of the world. Also B.Akhmetov, Rector of the 
Caspian State University of Technology and Engineering 
named after S.Yesenov, the Republic of Kazakhstan, having 
specified the main directions of the Institute of Permanent 
Neutrality of Turkmenistan, noted that “Kazakhstan, as 
a friendly country, supports the policy of Neutrality of 
Turkmenistan and respects its independently chosen de-
velopment path.” The event participants also exchanged 
views on issues of Turkmen Neutrality in the “question-
answer” format. All participants were invited to take part 
in the international conference “The policy of Neutrality 
and its role in ensuring international peace, security and 
sustainable development”, scheduled for December this 
year in Ashgabat.

Turkmenistan’s Permanent Neutrality Discussed At Intl Media Forum

Mohammad 
Arshad

The writer is Editor The Asian Telegraph & 
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On April 19, 1770 - Captain James Cook lands at 
Botany Bay with his ship, the HMS Endeavour. He 
then proceeds to map the eastern coast of Australia, 
claiming it for Great Britain. Cook and his crew spent 
the following six months charting the New Zealand 
coast, before resuming their voyage westward across 
open sea. In April 1770 they became the first known 
Europeans to reach the east coast of Australia, mak-
ing landfall near present-day Point Hicks, and then 
proceeding north to Botany Bay. Accepting a sug-
gestion by the Royal Australian Historical Society 
the Commonwealth Government has decided to 
commemorate the epoch-making voyage of Captain 
Cook along the eastern coast of Australia by placing 
suitable memorials in prominent landmarks, one 
at Possession island and the other at Point Hicks. 
These memorials consist of brass plates with raised 
bold lettering. On the tablet at Point Hicks will ap-
pear the words suitably set out: “Lieutenant James 
Cook, R.N., of the Endeavour, first sighted Australia 
near this point which he named Port Hicks, after 
Lieutenant Zachary Hicks, who first saw the land, 
April 19 (ship’s log date), 1770.” The inscription on 
the tablet for Possession Island is:  Lieutenant James 
Cook, R.N., of the Endeavour, landed on this Island, 
which he named Possession Island, and in the name 
of His Majesty King George 111 took possession of 
the whole eastern coast of Australia from the latitude 

of 38 degrees south to this place, August 22, 1770.” 
The Queensland Government has consented to un-
dertake the work of affixing the tablet at Possession 
Island, while that at Point Hicks will be placed in 

position by the Director of Lighthouses. These two 
memorials are the last of a series placed at different 
points along the eastern coast of the continent to per-
petuate the memory of the great navigator.

April 19, 1770-Australia discovered
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Taylor Swift pushes her 2020 
stadium shows into next year

LOS ANGELES
Taylor Swift’s “Lover Fest” will be something to 
love in 2021. The singer’s reps announced Friday 
that the remaining shows she had scheduled for 
this summer, including a handful of dates on the 
East and West Coast in the United States, are being 
pushed back to next year. “I’m so sad I won’t be 
able to see you guys in concert this year, but I know 
this is the right decision,” the singer wrote on her 
Twitter account. “Please, please stay healthy and 
safe. I’ll see you on stage as soon as I can but right 
now what’s important is committing to this quaran-
tine, for the sake of all of us.” The scheduled dates 
that were officially canceled Friday were July 25-26 
in Inglewood, Calif., (at the still under construction 
SoFi Stadium, a venue that might have had a hard 
time opening in time for those shows now any-
how), July 31-August 1 in Foxborough, Mass., and 
July 18-19 in Brazil. “The U.S. and Brazil shows will 
be rescheduled to take place in 2021, with dates 
to be announced later this year,” a statement says. 
“Tickets held for each of those shows will transfer 
to a new show date without action on the part of 
ticket holders.” The statement continued, For those 
who desire refunds for tickets purchased for the 
U.S. Lover Fest shows, they will be available starting 
May 1st subject to Ticketmaster terms.

Kate Middleton reveals the ‘best 
famous person’ she’s ever met 

London
Kate Middleton has revealed her favorite person she’s 
ever met and her answer might surprise many. The 
Duchess of Cambridge, 38, spilled the beans in a video 
chat with Casterton Primary Academy in Northern 
England on Wednesday while still making her royal 
rounds in quarantine with husband Prince William 
amid the coronavirus. The particular school is where 
many children of essential workers in the area attend, 
and when able to ask the royal couple some questions 
of their own, the students didn’t hold back. “The kids 
also asked them what the best famous person was 
that they had met — something I bet they don’t get 
asked very often!” said Anita Ghidotti, chief execu-
tive of the Pendle Trust, via Hello! magazine. “The 
Duchess said that George has been watching lots of 
David Attenborough, ‘Blue Planet’ and the like, so 
that would probably be hers.” Attenborough, 93, and 
Middleton share a pretty extensive history. The local 
broadcaster has collaborated with the royal family 
on several occasions – most recently, in September 
2019 when the United Kingdom named its new polar 
research ship after the English historian, dubbing the 
vessel the RRS Sir David Attenborough.

Ariana Grande defends Florence 
Pugh over online troll attack

Manchester
Ariana Grande has stepped up to defend Little Women 
star Florence Pugh after she became the target of mean 
trolls by going public with her new romance. The 
24-year-old actress took to social media earlier this 
week to address the abuse she has been subjected to 
since wishing her actor boyfriend, Zach Braff, a happy 
45th birthday.The online meanies took objection to 
the age gap between the pair and launched into Pugh. 
I posted a photo in honour of Zach’s birthday and I 
wrote a birthday message underneath,” she responded 
in a video. “Within about eight minutes of the photo 
being posted, I had about 70 per cent of the comments 
hurling abuse and being horrid - basically bullying 
someone on my page. It is the first time in my entire 
Instagram life that I’ve had to turn off the comments 
on my page.“I’ve never been an Instagram page that en-
courages that (sic). I’ve never been an Instagram page 
that likes that toxic vibe... I do not need you to tell me 
who I should and should not love and I would never 
in my life tell anyone who they can and cannot love. It 
is not your place.”And now Ariana has saluted the star 
for standing up for herself: “Oh I love and appreciate 
you so much,” the singer wrote on her Instagram page. 
Posting Florence’s video response to the trolls, Grande 
added: “Sharing special, personal life things on the in-
ternet can be truly traumatic. I just wanted to share 
this and let you know how perfectly u expressed this.

LAHORE
The International Cricket Council (ICC) 
is not in a hurry to decide the fate of 
the T20 world cup in Australia later 
this year as they are “exploring all op-
tions”. According to a sports website, 
ICC has turned down speculation over 

a possible postponement of the T20 
World Cup 2020 and it will be pushed 
back to 2021. “We are continuing with 
our planning for ICC events as they are, 
but given the rapidly evolving situation 
as a prudent and responsible measure 
we are also undertaking a comprehen-

sive contingency planning exercise,” 
ICC spokesperson said. “This includes 
exploring all options available to us 
based on a range of scenarios con-
nected to the pandemic,” he added. He 
also said that the ICC will take advice 
from experts and authorities, includ-
ing the Australian government and will 
take decisions at the appropriate time. 
It must be noted that the mega event is 
scheduled to be held in Australia from 
October 18 to November 15 but with 
all sporting events either postponed or 
canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the fate of the tournament remains un-
certain.As Australia sealing its borders 
and putting travel restrictions in order 
to contain the spread of the virus, there 
has been one more speculation that the 
tournament might be played behind 
closed doors.

Lahore
The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) has 
deposited PKR10,536,500 (approxi-
mately one crore and five lakh Pakistani 
rupees) in Prime Minister’s COVID-19 
Relief Fund, the board announced on 
Saturday. PCB earlier on March 25 an-
nounced that the centrally contracted 
players will make a collective contri-
bution in the emergency relief fund, 
while the PCB will separately match the 
contribution of its staff. Chairman PCB 
Ehsan Mani has thanked all the play-
ers and staff for their contributions 
in the relief fund in a press release is-
sued by the PCB. “I want to thank all 
the centrally contracted players and the 
PCB staff for their generous contribu-
tions in the Prime Minister’s Covid-
19 Pandemic Relief Fund. Cricket has 
once again demonstrated that it values, 
respects and cares for its fans, follow-
ers and supporters, and will continue 
to do so,” he said. “In these difficult 
times, we pray for the health and safety 

of our paramedics and other frontline 
fighters, and hope the government 
will succeed in its endeavours in over-
coming this pandemic,” he added. The 
Federal Minister for Inter-Provincial 
Coordination Dr. Fehmida Mirza also 
hailed PCB for helping and supporting 
the government in these tough times. 
“The PCB has been one of the leading 
organisations, which has helped and 
supported the government by spread-

ing public service messages to create 
awareness about this pandemic,” she 
said. “They have now gone an extra 
yard by making this generous donation, 
which will be used to support our front-
line fighters as well as the underprivi-
leged. On behalf of the government, I 
thank the PCB and hope they will con-
tinue to use their brand and reach so 
that we can collectively achieve our 
objectives,” she added.

Karachi
The Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) gained 

798 points during the outgoing week and the 
KSE-100 Index closed at 32,831 points, Dunya 
News reported on Saturday. According to de-
tails, the foreign selling at the stock market 
amounted to 14.2 million dollars and market 
capitalization improved by Rs 155 billion. 
Furthermore, trading at the PSX was halted 
in the outgoing week owing to upper circuit 
breaker for the first time in history. The bull-
ish trend dominated in the Pakistan Stock 
Exchange (PSX) throughout the week ending 
on Friday, April 17, as the KSE-100 index col-
lectively witnessed increase of 798.62 points 
since the beginning of trading on Monday. 
The KSE-100 bench mark index touched the 
figure of 32,831.83 points on Friday after going 
through some mixed trends throughout the 
week, according to PSX data which showed that 
the index on the first trading day on Monday 
had started with 32,033.21points. Collectively, 
there had been increase of 2.5 percent in the 
KSE-100 index activity during the week under 
review. According to week-long break up fig-
ures, the PSX on Friday witnessed bullish trend 
as KSE 100 index closed at 32,831.83 points as 

compared to 31,329.46 points on the last work-
ing day with the positive change of 1502.37 
points (4.8%). In the morning the PSX trig-
gered Market Halt for 60 minutes due to 5 per-
cent increase in KSE-30 index at 10:00 hours 
during which all equity and equity-based de-
rivative markets remained suspended. During 
the day, a total of 302,398,580 shares were 
traded compared to the trade 119,102,323 
shares during the previous day whereas 362 
companies transacted shares in the Stock 
Market, out of which 319 recorded gain and 31 
sustained losses whereas the share price of 12 
companies remained unchanged. On Thursday, 
the index witnessed bullish trend to close at 
31,329.46 points as compared to 31,242.19 
points on the last working day with the posi-

tive change of 87.27 points (0.28%). A total of 
119,102,323 shares were traded compared to 
the trade 185,594,870 shares while 341 com-
panies transacted shares, out of which 162 re-
corded gain and 160 sustained losses whereas 
the share price of 19 companies remained 
unchanged. The KSE-100 index of the PSX on 
Wednesday stayed bullish and index closed at 
31242.19 points as compared to 31,222.74 
points on the last working day with the posi-
tive change of 19.45 points (0.06%). A total of 
185,594,870 shares were traded compared 
to the trade 130,415,063 shares during the 
previous day and 354 companies transacted 
shares, out of which 209 recorded gain and 131 
sustained losses whereas the share price of 14 
companies remained unchanged. On Tuesday 
the index stayed bullish with 31222.74 points 
as compared to 31,032.99 points on the last 
day with the positive change of 189.75 points 
(0.61%). A total of 130,415,063 shares were 
traded compared to the trade 153,875,982 
shares during the previous day, whereas 327 
companies transacted shares in the Stock 
Market, out of which 209 recorded gain and 
95 sustained losses whereas the share price of 
23 companies remained unchanged.

 DUBAI:
In the emergency era of lockdown and 

social distancing, Waleed Alesia is more 
convinced than ever that the long-term 
trend is in exactly the opposite direction. 
He is CEO of Raza, one of Saudi Arabia’s leading 
real estate developers, with many years’ expe-
rience of big projects in Riyadh and elsewhere. 
“We’re moving away from compounds 
and toward community, from isolation 
in a big villa to a more connected com-
munity lifestyle,” he told Arab News. 
Raza — owned by the Al Ra’ida Investment Co., 
which is in turn part of the huge Public Pensions 
Agency (PPA) — has been behind some of the 
most successful developments in the Kingdom. 
Many traveling businesspeople will have at-
tended events in Digital City, a Raza develop-

ment, or in the Diplomatic Quarter, where it 
also has a long-term and growing presence. 
“Riyadh is the heart of the country. It’s grow-
ing and developing, and can only become more 
thriving with hotspots around metro stations 
and maybe a third ring road,” Alesia said. 
Under current plans,  the popula-
tion of the capital could double from 
its current 7 million people by 2030. 
Raza will be a major player in that expansion, 
but with a new approach. The era of the big 
detached villa set in a walled-off compound is 
giving way to a millennial need for community 
living, with retail and leisure facilities within 
a short distance of residential living space. 
And, Alesia believes, rental will be the 
model rather than ownership. “From an in-
vestor point of view, our model is to build, 
lease and maintain. The end-user customers 

are young, upwardly mobile professionals 
who are more interested in living in proper 
communities than buying. But some will 
want to buy, and they can do that,” he said. 
These trends were in evidence before the 
pandemic hit. “The coronavirus shows how 
the world is totally connected — what hap-
pens on one side affects everywhere,” he said. 
“But all our projects are long term and 
backed by the PPA. The emergency shouldn’t 
affect them long term, and we’re push-
ing ahead with all of them. It’s true the 
economy will probably lose some time, but 
I don’t think the economic effect will be 
as much as a year, maybe a few months.” 
If there is anything fortuitous about the pan-
demic for Raza, it is the fact that it hit when 
current projects are past the labor-intensive 
phase and on the point of handover.

Saudi property developer Raza moving from compounds toward communities 

China’s policy 
bank issues more 
loans to aid farm-

land infrastructure 
building in Q1

Beijing
T h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l 

D e v e l o p m e n t  B a n k  o f 
C h i n a  ( A D B C ) ,  a n  a g r i -
c u l t u r a l  p o l i c y  b a n k ,  h a s 
r a m p e d  u p  f i n a n c i a l  s u p -
p o r t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r 
o f  t h i s  y e a r  t o  s u p p o r t 
f a r m l a n d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
b u i l d i n g . I n  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r -
t e r,  t h e  A D B C  f u n d e d  1 7 0 
f a r m l a n d - r e l a t e d  p r o -
j e c t s  w i t h  2 8 . 5 9  b i l l i o n 
y u a n  ( a b o u t  4 . 0 4  b i l l i o n 
U . S .  d o l l a r s )  i n  l o a n s , 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  A D B C .
O f  t h e  t o t a l ,  2 2 . 5  b i l l i o n 
y u a n  w a s  l e n t  t o  s u p p o r t 
t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  f a r m l a n d 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . B y  t h e  e n d 
o f  M a r c h ,  o u t s t a n d i n g 
l o a n s  t o  t h e  s e c t o r  t o -
t a l e d  1 5 1 . 6 8  b i l l i o n  y u a n , 
i n c r e a s i n g  b y  2 1 . 4 3  b i l -
l i o n  y u a n  f r o m  t h e  s a m e 
p e r i o d  l a s t  y e a r. T h e  b a n k 
h a s  s t e p p e d  u p  c r e d i t 
s u p p o r t  f o r  h i g h - y i e l d 
f a r m l a n d  b u i l d i n g  a n d 
o t h e r  k e y  a g r i c u l t u r a l 
a r e a s  s i n c e  t h e  C O V I D -
1 9  e p i d e m i c  o u t b r e a k  t o 
e n s u r e  s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d -
i n g  f o r  s p r i n g  f a r m i n g  a s 
w e l l  a s  f a r m l a n d  i n f r a -
s t r u c t u r e  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e 
A D B C  s a i d .

JAKARTA
Indonesia has claimed that its economy would 

recover as of the final quarter of this year be-
fore the country starts accelerating the growth 
in 2021 amid the current COVID-19 pandemic. 
The country of more than 260 million people 
has made a number of efforts to reach its expec-
tation including those to enhance business resil-
ience, provide industries with tax incentives, and 
attract investors to do businesses in Indonesia. 
In addition to those measures, Indonesia would 
also join hands with other countries in efforts 
to deal with the economic meltdown due to 
COVID-19 that has been spreading worldwide. 
To help the government contain the country’s 
economic slowdown, the central bank, Bank 

Indonesia, has also taken several steps including 
an effort to maintain its foreign exchange reserves 
which are expected to be used for intervention in 
the financial market so as to avoid rupiah from 
being burdened during the current difficult time. 
Indonesian Finance Minister Sri Mulyani Indrawati 
said the country’s economy would be under ex-
treme pressure in the second and third quarters of 
2020 when it would likely grow by minus 2 percent. 
However, the minister expressed her hope 
that Indonesia’s economy would begin to 
recover in the final quarter of this year be-
fore the country accelerates the economic 
growth as of 2021 when the economy is ex-
pected to expand between 4.5 and 5.5 percent. 
According to her, the government would 
focus on efforts to raise the resilience of busi-
nesses and attract investors to put their capi-
tals in Indonesia’s economic development. 
In connection with the current COVID-19 pan-
demic during which medical equipment in-
cluding face masks and ventilators are badly 
needed, Indonesia still has an opportunity 
to invest in the products because the coun-
try is considered as a producer of those stuffs. 
In such a condition, Indonesia is expected to offer 
investment on the medical gears to other countries 
in the belief that the measure could involve busi-
nesses in the archipelagic nation so as to make 
them resilient in the current COVID-19 outbreak. 

“Some affected countries remain resilient 
in the current difficult time,” the minister 
said, adding that Indonesia is expected to 
invite those countries to invest in the country. 
For the time being only manufacturing in-
dustry receives tax incentives, and the gov-
ernment will give the same treatment to 11 
more industries including those in the sectors 
of transportation, hotel business and trade 
which are affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
In support of the government’s measures, the 
Indonesian central bank, Bank Indonesia, has 
decided to slash again the minimum reserve re-
quirement for conventional and Islamic banks 
in a bid to help revive economic growth which 
has been ravaged by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Governor of Bank Indonesia Perry Warjiyo said on 
Tuesday that the minimum reserve requirement 
was cut by 200 basis points for conventional banks 
and 50 basis points for Islamic banks (sharia banks). 
Under the policy which will take effect as of May 
1, he said, the banking liquidity will edge up 102 
trillion rupiahs (some 6.47 billion U.S. dollars). 
On April 1, Bank Indonesia cut the minimum re-
serve requirement to 50 basis points for banks, 
which is set to take effect from April 16 until Dec. 31. 
The central bank has also been making inter-
ventions in the financial market to strengthen 
Indonesian currency rupiah against foreign 
currencies.

Indonesia expects to see economic recovery in 
2020’s final quarter 

Karachi
T h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e 
P a k i s t a n  F o o t b a l l 
F e d e r a t i o n  ( P F F ) ’ s 
Normalization Committee 
(NC) ,  Hamza Khan,  dis-
c l o s e d  t h a t  t h e y  h ave 
re q u e s t e d  F I FA  fo r  f i -
nancial  support  to  help 
p l a y e r s  a n d  o f f i c i a l s 
a m i d  n a t i o nw i d e  l o c k-
down due to coronavirus 
e p i d e m i c .  S p e a k i n g  t o 
reporters via teleconfer-
ence on Saturday,  Khan 
said  that  NC’s  mandate 
is  to  conduct  e lect ions 
to  e l e c t  t h e  n e w  P F F ’ s 
governing body but they 
understand the  current 
circumstances where the 
players and off icials  are 
s u f f e r i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e 
f inancial  cr is is .  “PFF is 
n o t  f i n a n c i a l l y  s t a b l e 
at  this  moment .  NC has 
got  a  very  l imited fund 
even for  conducting the 
PFF’s  elect ion,  which is 
our  actual  mandate ,  so 
with such f inancial  con-
dition how can we think 

of  contributing to some-
thing else,”  he said.  “We 
own our players,  coaches, 
a n d  r e f e r e e s  w h o  a r e 
u n d e r  f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s 
due to the current situa-
tion.  We have already re-
quested FIFA and Asian 
Fo o tb a l l  C o n fe d e ra t i o n 
(AFC) to extend some fi-
nancial  support  so  that 
we can help our football 
fa m i ly.  I f  t h ey  g ive  u s 
a  s p e c i a l  f u n d  fo r  t h i s 
c a u s e ,  we  wo u l d  d e f i -
nitely make sure to help 
those in need,”  he added. 
Meanwhile,  Khan empha-
s i z e d  o n  n o n - f i n a n c i a l 
measures which they are 
working on to play their 
p a r t  i n  f i g h t i n g  w i t h 
w i d e l y - s p r e a d  C O V I D -
19.  “NC is  working with 
FIFA’s partner the World 
H e a l t h  O r g a n i z a t i o n 
( W H O )  t o  l a u n c h  a n 
awa re n e s s  p ro g ra m m e . 
We have also offered our 
Q u e t t a  G o a l  p ro j e c t  to 
Pa k i s t a n’ s  g ove r n m e n t 
in  these  test ing  t imes ,” 
he concluded.

Pakistan Stock Exchange gains 798 points 
in outgoing week 

ICC to decide T20 World Cup future at appropriate time

‘FIFA’s financial support is needed 
for players, officials’ says PFF

PCB donates PKR10million in Prime Minister’s relief fund
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ISLAMABAD
Fo r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  S h a h 

Mahmood Qureshi has said 
that UN Secretary General 
responded positively and en-
dorsed Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s appeal for debt relief 
to the developing countries in 
wake of Coronavirus pandemic. 
Addressing a news conference 
Saturday, he asked the world 
countries to coordinate with 
one and other in this period 
of  turmoil .Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi said the entire world 
including Pakistan is facing the 
challenge of Corona pandemic. 
He said we are following mod-
ern methodologies to help our 
stranded overseas Pakistanis 
and for this purpose, launched 
an App “FM Direct” to provide 
direct connectivity to our for-

eign missions in 117 countries. 
The Foreign Minister said that 
action will be taken against 
hoarders and profiteers and 
legislation has been made 
in this regard. He said that 
demands of business com-
munity have been fulfilled 
through decreasing interest 
rate into single digit while 
Construction industry has also 
been given incentives. Earlier, 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi dis-
tributed protective kits and 
other safety material among 
the doctors of Nishter Hospital. 
Foreign Minister Qureshi said 
the government is utilising 
modern methodologies to help 
Pakistanis stranded abroad 
owing to the suspension of 
commercial flights to contain 
the spread of the coronavirus 

pandemic. He told a press con-
ference that he launched a “FM 
Direct App” for the purpose the 
other day. The foreign minis-
ter said the United Nations 
Secretary General endorsed 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s 
call for debt relief for the de-
veloping world in the wake of 
the pandemic. He reiterates the 
government’s resolve to take 
stern action against hoarders 
and profiteers, adding legisla-
tion has been made to check 
such illegal activities in the 
country.  Qureshi said that 
the business community’s de-
mands have been met by slash-
ing the key interest rate and 
bringing it in the single digit 
territory besides announcing 
incentives for the construc-
tion industry. He said it is our 

duty to protect doctors and 
paramedics on the frontline 
of the war against the virus. 
Speaking at a media briefing 
earlier today, Prime Minister 
Imran Khan said the num-
ber of Covid-19 cases could 
see a spike until  mid-May. 
Speaking at a media briefing 
in Islamabad, the premier said 
there would have been 50,000 
cases by April 25 as per initial 
projections but that is not the 
case. He added new projections 
suggest the country will see 
12,000 to 15,000 patients. PM 
Imran Khan took exception to 
“fake” news about higher num-
ber of Covid-19 fatalities in 
Karachi where he said fear was 
being spread that more deaths 
have occurred because of the 
virus than being reported.

MOSCOW

The decision of the Council of the Eur-
asian Economic Commission (EEC) 
to expand the list of goods exempt 
from import duties and simplify the 
requirements for certificates of ori-
gin comes into force on Saturday. It 
was reported earlier that the list in-
cluded a number of agricultural and 
food products (potatoes, onions, gar-
lic, cabbage, carrots, peppers, rye, 
rice, buckwheat, juices and prepared 
foods for baby food), medicine and 
medical supplies (endoscopes, non-
contact thermometers, disposable pi-
pettes, mobile disinfection units). The 
preference will be valid from April 1 
to June 30, 2020. In addition, the list 
of goods used to manufacture medi-
cine, as well as medical supplies has 
been expanded (it includes thermal 
bags, films for sealing bottles, medi-
cal freezers), the import of which is 
carried out duty-free from March 16 
to September 30, 2020, provided that 
the intended purpose is confirmed. 
The list mainly includes agricultural, 
pharmaceutical and foodstuff prod-
ucts,” Zadboum stressed. According 
to the official, the Eurasian Economic 
Committee approved a list of essential 
import products to the union to mini-
mize the negative economic impacts 
of the coronavirus outbreak and to 
prevent the shortage of such goods 
in the union. Based on the EAEU de-

cisions, the mentioned commodities 
will be subject to the preferential tar-
iff, exempted from customs duties, as 
of 1st of April to June 30, 2020, Zad-
boum emphasized. Zadboum, who is 
also the head of Trade Promotion Or-
ganization of Iran (TPO), further not-
ed that zero-tariff goods for exports 
to Eurasia include some agricultural 
and food products (potatoes, onions, 
garlic, cabbage, carrots, peppers, rye, 
rice, buckwheat, fruit juice, and baby 
formula) and some pharmaceutical 
products and medical supplies (en-
doscope, contactless thermometers, 
and disposable medical pipettes). 
The import of these goods has been 
declared ‘essential’ due to the in-
creased demand or short-term short-
ages caused by the current situation 

of the pandemic in EAEU member 
states, he added. Iran and Eurasian 
Economic Union reached a free trade 
agreement in October 2018 based on 
which about 862 commodity items 
were subjected to preferential tar-
iffs. The interim agreement enabling 
the formation of a free trade area be-
tween Iran and the EAEU was signed 
on May 17, 2018, and officially came 
into force on October 27, 2019. Iran 
is a very important market in the re-
gion and the development of ties with 
this country is of high significance for 
the EAEU members (Russia, Belarus, 
Armenia, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyz-
stan). The free trade agreement be-
tween Iran and this union has laid the 
ground for the expansion of trade ties 
between the two sides. 

BEIJING

Amid further containment of the 
novel coronavirus disease (CO-
VID-19) epidemic, China is power-
ing ahead in returning to work and 
resuming business and production. 
Beijing rolled out nine measures to 
support micro, small and medium-
sized businesses in the city, includ-
ing easing the approval process for 
resuming work. Businesses closely 
related to people’s livelihood, such 
as restaurants, grocery shops, beau-
ty salons, convenience stores and 
repair shops, can decide to resume 
work and production at their own 
discretion, according to the Beijing 

Municipal Commission of Develop-
ment and Reform. Some 3,770 tour-
ist attractions in China have resumed 
operation and launched online book-
ing access on Trip.com Group, the 
country’s largest online travel agen-
cy. According to Trip.com Group, 
tourists from Hunan, Chongqing, 
Shanghai, Jiangsu, Sichuan, Zhejiang, 
Beijing, Shandong, Anhui and Guang-
dong have booked tickets for tourist 
attractions for the upcoming Labor 
Day holiday through its online plat-
form. China’s job market improved 
last month as life and work gradually 
resumed in the virus-hit economy, 
official data showed. The surveyed 
unemployment rate in urban areas 
stood at 5.9 percent in March, down 
0.3 percentage points from the previ-
ous month, according to the National 
Bureau of Statistics (NBS). A total of 
2.29 million new urban jobs were 
created in the first quarter of 2020, 
the NBS said.  The Agricultural De-
velopment Bank of China (ADBC), an 
agricultural policy bank, has ramped 
up financial support in the first quar-
ter of this year to support farmland 
infrastructure building.

Paki Navy’s nation-
wide relief operations 

continues fraternal 
ties reaffirmed

4 more Kashmiris martyred in IOKCovid-19 death rate lower 
than predicted: Asad

ISLAMABAD

As the nation is rigorously fighting against 
the coronavirus surge in the country, Paki-
stan Navy continued nationwide support 
through numerous relief operations while 
reaching out to aggrieved families in urban 
cities to far-flung rural areas and towns 
across Pakistan. During these relief opera-
tions, thousands of families were provided 
with ration and protection masks in Coast-
al, Creeks and adjoining area of Balochistan 
and Sindh, a Pakistan Navy press release 
said.Pakistan Navy teams reached out to 
deserving families at Gwadar, Jiwani, Pi-
shukan, Surbandar, Gadani, Jati, Thatta, Su-
jawal and various Creeks and small Goth/ 
villages in outskirts of Karachi. Beside, Pak-
istan Navy also continued relief drive and 
thousands of ration bags including food and 
kitchen commodities, cash amounts were 
distributed among deserving families at 
Bahawalpur, Faisalabad, Kasur, Lahore and 
Sialkot. Medical and personal protection 
equipment including masks, gloves, goggles 
and protective dresses were also provided 
to authorities and hospitals in various re-
mote villages, towns and cities. In addition, 
Pakistan Navy ships transported food items 
donated by Chinese friends which included 
wheat flour, sugar and eatable oil etc from 
Karachi to Gwadar for distribution to de-
serving families. Pakistan Navy Women 
Association (PNWA) has also remained at 
forefront in distributing ration bags among 
aggrieved families in nearby small villages 
of Murree. Pakistan Navy midst challenges 
of corona pandemic is steadfast in support 
of the Nation with passion and resolve.  A reception dinner was hosted onboard PNS 
Yarmook on Wednesday in which the Fleet 
Commander Turkish Navy, Vice Admiral Er-
cument Tatlioglu,  Ambassador of Pakistan 
Muhammad Syrus Sajjad Qazi, and senior 
officers of Turkish Navy as well as repre-
sentatives of  Turkish defence industries 
participated. Speaking on the occasion, the 
Ambassador of Pakistan to Turkey Syrus Sa-
jjad Qazi said that Pakistan and Turkey en-
joyed unparalleled fraternal relations and 
had always stood by one another in the face 
of all challenges.

Virus affects 
81% of labor: 

ILO

GENEVA 

The International Labour Organi-
zation (ILO) told the World Bank 
and International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) that workplace closures 
have risen so fast that 81% of the 
global workforce live in countries 
with mandatory or recommended 
closures. ILO Director-General Guy 
Ryder urged the IMF and World 
Bank to focus their response on 
“providing immediate relief to 
workers and enterprises to pro-
tect businesses and livelihoods, 
particularly in hard-hit sectors 
and in developing countries”. “The 
crisis has uncovered the huge de-
cent work deficits that still prevail 
in 2020 and shown how vulnera-
ble millions of working people are 
when a crisis hits,” he said as part 
of written statements released in 
Geneva. Addressing the Spring 
Meetings of the IMF and World 
Bank, Ryder said priority atten-
tion should be given to the impact 
on smaller enterprises, unprotect-
ed workers, and those in the infor-
mal economy in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. “Workplace 
closures have increased so rapidly 
in recent weeks that 81% of the 
global workforce lives in countries 
with mandatory or recommended 
closures. “In upper-middle-in-
come countries, this represents 
87% of the workforce and 70% in 
high-income countries. COVID-19 
is now also impacting the devel-
oping world where capacities and 
resources to respond to the crisis 
are severely constrained,” said Ry-
der. The ILO has also shown that 
working hours will decline 6.7%in 
the second quarter of 2020, which 
is equivalent to the loss of 195 
million full-time jobs. Ryder rec-
ommended stimulating the global 
economy and demand for labor 
by using available fiscal and mon-
etary tools and debt relief. “Pub-
lic investment in health systems 
would be doubly effective as a 
crucial contribution to beating 
the pandemic and creating decent 
jobs,” he asserted. Additionally, 
providing immediate assistance 
will help sustain enterprises, pre-
serve jobs, and support incomes. 
In this context. , Ryder highlighted 
the need to invest in social pro-
tection measures, which can help 
mitigate the worst shocks of the 
crisis while acting as an economic 
stabilizer.

Govt to provide subsi-
dy on electricity bills: 

Hammad

Islamabad 

In a step to provide relief to the 
masses amid coronavirus lockdown, 
Federal Minister for Economic Affairs 
Division Hammad Azhar on Saturday 
announced that the government will 
provide subsidy on electricity bills of 
domestic consumers. Talking to jour-
nalists, Hammad Azhar said that the 
government will introduce a scheme 
in this regard in within two weeks. He 
maintained that the government will 
provide every possible support to the 
people who have lost their livelihoods 
amid coronavirus lockdown. Earlier 
on March 26, Federal Minister for 
Power Omar Ayub had said that the 
government had facilitated people 
by allowing them to pay their elec-
tricity bills into three installments. 
He had detailed that gas consumers 
could also pay their bills into three 
instalments, whereas, the gas bills of 
March, April and May will have to be 
paid within 9 months. The concerned 
authorities will further review the sit-
uation for power bills after June. The 
minister had said, “Prime Minister 
Imran Khan is giving special attention 
over providing relief to Pakistanis. 
The government is taking steps to re-
solve all issues. The credit of this relief 
packages goes to our economic team.” 
A day earlier he said that subsidies 
on essential items will continue even 
after the month of Ramazan. While 
talking to media in Islamabad, the 
minister said that the supply chains 
of essential items are open to ensure 
their availability across the country 
and there is no shortage for essential 
commodities so far. Referring to Utili-
ty Stores Corporation, Azhar said that 
the platform is being used to stabilise 
the prices of essential items in the 
open market. He said that under the 
Ramazan package, subsidy is being 
given to the consumers on nineteen 
items through various Utility outlets. 
“Government has given additional 
50 billion rupees to the Utility Stores 
Corporation to maintain adequate 
sufficient stocks,” he said, adding 
that about eight to 10 million house-
holds are expected to benefit from the 
Ramazan package this year. The min-
ister went on to say that the network 
of the Utility Stores is also being ex-
tended. “Currently, 200 mobile utility 
stores are operational and efforts are 
afoot to further expand them so that 
the people of far flung areas can also 
get essential items at reduced rates.”

Our duty to protect doctors 
fighting virus: FM
Foreign Minister Qureshi says UNSG endorses PM’s appeal for debt relief

EAEU zeroes import duties on 
food, medical products

China’s significant progress 
on business resumption

SRINAGAR

In occupied Kashmir, Indian troops in their fresh acts of 
state terrorism martyred four Kashmiri youth in Shopi-
an and Kishtwar districts, Saturday. The troops martyred 
two youth each during cordon and search operations at 
Dairoo Keegam in Shopian and in Dachan area of Kisht-
war. The operations in both the areas continued till last 
reports came in. The spokesman of All Parties Hurriyat 
Conference in a statement in Srinagar said that at a time 
when prisoners were being released across the world to 
save them from coronavirus, India continued to subject 
the illegally detained Kashmiris to political vengeance 
by prolonging their detention. He appealed to the UN 
Secretary General, Antonio Guterres, world powers and 
human rights bodies to ensure the release of incarcer-
ated Kashmiri Hurriyat leaders. Meanwhile, the Jammu 
and Kashmir Peoples League and the Jammu and Kash-
mir Youth Social Forum in their statements said that the 
Kashmiri people would not allow the sacrifices of their 

Kashmiri martyrs go waste and would accomplish their 
mission at all cost. A 70-year-old person died of corona-
virus at Soura Institute of Medical Sciences in Srinagar, 
today, raising the number of such deaths in the occupied 
territory to five. In occupied Kashmir, the stepped-up 
violent cordon and search operations by Indian troops 
have added to the miseries and suffering of the people of 
the territory who are already suffering immensely due 
to continued lockdown for the last over eight months. 
Amid intensification of the restrictions imposed by the 
occupation authorities to prevent the spread of corona-
virus, Indian troops continue their violent operations in 
different areas of Budgam, Kupwara, Baramulla, Bandi-
pore, Shopian, Kulgam, Pulwama, Islamabad, Kishtwar, 
Ramban, Rajouri, Poonch, Samba, Kishtwar and Kathua 
districts. These operations have created an atmosphere 
of fear, making the life of the people a hell. The residents 
of these areas told media that Indian forces’ personnel 
during the operations barge into their houses.

ISLAMABAD

Federal Minister for Planning and 
Development Asad Umar advised 
the people to continue adopting pre-
cautionary measures, including so-
cial distancing, to contain the spread 
of the coronavirus. Speaking at a 
press briefing alongside Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan, he said the gov-
ernment’s capability of conducting 
coronavirus tests has increased five-
fold in a month. He urged opposition 
leaders to refrain from playing poli-
tics over the coronavirus crisis and 
join hands with the government to 
emerge from the challenge posed by 
the pandemic. Asad Umar reiterated 
the government’s resolve to con-
tinue making decisions for the well-
being of the nation by raising above 
politics. Thankfully, he said Covid-19 
death rate is lower than predicted in 
the country. He added cases of the 
deadly virus are also less than initial 

projections. He stressed the need 
for keeping the deadly virus at bay 
and saving livelihoods at the same 
time. Asad Umar said the country 
has faced no such emergency situ-
ation in the past. He added deci-
sions are being made in a coherent 
manner to eliminate the pandemic. 
A day earlier, Minister for Planning 
and Development Asad Umar said 
the “national effort” to increase the 
country’s Covid-19 testing capac-
ity is producing results. “Total tests 
conducted on March 15 were 472. 
11th of april this increased to 2457. 
On 16th of april 5,540 tests and yes-
terday 6,264 tests. This is a 13 fold 
increase in 1 month. Need to con-
tinue scaling up,” he said in a series 
of tweets. The minister said average 
daily coronavirus cases reported 
over the last two days stand at 509 
as against average of 281 recorded 
from April 10-15.


