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Ehsaas Program is trying 
to ensure inclusion of 
disadvantaged in the social 
safety net and to improve 
their access to all the 
windows of opportunities

SA to PM Dr. Sania Nishtar

Imran Khan 
stressed that 

the solution 
to Jammu 

and Kashmir 
dispute lay in 

implementation 
of UNSC 

Resolutions 
and as per the 
aspirations of 
the people of 

Valley.

PM reaffirms unshakable 
support to Kashmir
PM chairs session on Kashmir attended by COAS, DG ISI

ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Imran Khan on Thursday 
reaffirmed Pakistan’s unshakeable politi-
cal, diplomatic and moral support, and 
solidarity with the Kashmiri people until 
the realization of their inalienable right to 
self-determination.

The prime minister stated this while 
chairing a high-level meeting that re-
viewed all aspects of the situation in Indian 
Occupied Jammu & Kashmir (IOJ&K). The 
meeting was attended by Chief of Army 
Staff General Qamar Javed Bajwa, Special 
Assistant to the PM Dr Moeed Yousaf, Inter 
Services Public Relations Director General 
Lt Gen Faiz Hamid, Foreign Secretary 
Sohail Mehmood, and other senior mili-
tary and civilian officials.

The participants condemned India’s 
inhuman lockdown of eight million 
Kashmiris for over 165 days, grave 
human rights violations of Kashmiris by 
over 900,000 Indian occupation forces, 
and the threat posed to peace and secu-
rity by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
government’s belligerent rhetoric and 
aggressive actions on the ground.

It was underlined that the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)-inspired BJP 
government’s ‘Hindutva’ mindset, with 
its anti-Muslim and anti-Kashmiri ob-
session, was responsible for creating a 
perilous situation for regional peace and 
stability.

The participants welcomed the con-
sideration of Jammu & Kashmir in the 
Security Council on January 15, 2020, and 
noted that it reflected the international 
community’s recognition of the serious-
ness of the situation. It was also decided 

to observe the Kashmir Solidarity Day on 
February 5 in a befitting manner.

Prime Minister Imran Khan welcomed 
UN Security Council’s discussion on 
Jammu and Kashmir for the second time 
in five months, saying consideration by 
the Council reflected “seriousness of the 
prevailing situation”.

Imran Khan stressed that the solution 
to Jammu and Kashmir dispute lay in im-
plementation of UNSC Resolutions and as 
per the aspirations of the people of Valley. 
“J&K dispute must be resolved in accord-
ance with relevant UN Security Council 
Resolutions and the will of Kashmiri peo-
ple,” he twitted.

NYDF to empower 
youth: Usman Dar

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

Special Assistant to the Prime Minister 
on Youth Affairs Muhammad Usman 
Dar on Thursday said the National 
Youth Development Foundation 
(NYDF) was being created to equip the 
young people with modern technologi-
cal skills. The prime objective of NYDF 
was to empower youth by harnessing 
modern technologies, Usman Dar 
said while addressing the preparatory 
meeting of Generation Unlimited 
Strategic Advisory Council (GenU-SAC) 
here.

The National Youth Councils’ mem-
bers, International youth experts and 
private sector were being engaged 
to get their input for establishing 
the NYDF as per the vision of Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, he said. The 
special assistant said unlike past, all 
the youth empowerment projects 
were not politically motivated and 
being launched after well-thought 
process behind it, adding: “Job creation 
and promotion of entrepreneurship 
culture is top priority of government.” 
Usman Dar said ‘Hunarmand Pakistan’ 
programme, a component of Kamyab 
Jawan programme, had been launched 
to provide skills to the country youth 
at par with global standards. Youth 
empowerment projects would be 
completed at the earliest to ensure 
maximum employability among youth, 
he added.

The special assistant said the govern-
ment had launched two major initia-
tives under Kamyab Jawan Programme 
and more four projects were in pipeline 
which would be introduced shortly.

Appreciating the support of its 
development partners for the youth 
empowerment, he said Strategic 
Advisory Council (SAC) would provide 
strategic guidance for strengthening 
the provincial TVET systems and help 
promote public private partnership 
to identify and scale solutions, unlock 
investments and empower young 
people that would eventually emerge 
as go-getters of the society.

Prime Minister Imran Khan chairs High-level meeting on Kashmir in Islamabad on Thursday. Photo: PID

Call for tangible measures to counter AI & Hybrid Warfare challenges
Federal Minister for Science 
and Technology
launches COPAIR’s ‘Center
of Artificial Intelligence

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

The National Conference titled AI impli-
cations in National Security and Hybrid 
Warfare has called upon the concerned 
quarters to make tangible measures to 
counter the emerging challenges sprout-
ing from the technological advance-
ments; the artificial intelligence and 
hybrid warfare.

The Conference organized by the 
Center of Pakistan and International 
Relations (COPAIR), a strategic think 
tank working on diplomacy and strate-
gic issues, also called upon called upon 
the government and other concerned 
departments to devise and adopt in-
dependent infrastructure to avoid any 
mishap from the AI or hybrid fronts. The 

government must also ensure effective 
collaboration among all the concerned 
departments working on the same topic 
for effective implementation of rules and 
regulations.

Experts in cybercrime and hybrid war-
fare gathered under one roof at the na-
tional conference and observed that at 
government level, more and more focus 
should on research and development as 
well as on human resource development 
to prepare the people to counter the AI 
challenges. Through a mass awareness 
campaign, people must be sensitized 
about the inflow of fake information so 
they must be educated to ensure authen-
tication of information prior to taking it 
as correct. 

Speaking on the occasion, the Guest of 
Honour Dr Atta ur Rehman said that the 
government had allocated a huge sum 
of Rs 32 billion for artificial intelligence 
(AI) and the government is going to es-
tablish AI centers in different cities of the 
country with the worth of Rs 152 billion. 

Actually there will be an estimated im-
pact of $ 153 trillion of disruptive tech-
nologies by 2025 in the world.

“Therefore, we need to focus on knowl-
edge based economy because the world 
value the hi-tech products more than 
conventional export items: this is why, 
Singapore a population of 5.5 million 
has exports worth over $300 billion per 
annum” he added saying that we must 
invest in education sector especially sci-
ence and technology to make Pakistan a 
world leader in this field.

Director General at Center of 
Information Technology Ammar Jaffri 
said that AI was new form of cyber war-
fare with more intensified consequences. 
Therefore we need to prepare our people 
and government to counter the cyber-
attacks. Unfortunately, till to date, we 
don’t have national cyber security policy; 
therefore, the government must focus 
on the formulation of a comprehensive 
policy in this regard.

Earlier, Federal Minister for Science 

and Technology Chaudhary Fawad 
Hussain in his Chief Guest address said 
that during eight months at office, he had 

increased ministry’s budget by 600% in 
eight months. We are focusing on bio 
technology. We will try to bring interna-

tional hi-tech universities.

Continued on PAGE 6

PM for all possible steps to curb profiteering

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan Thursday directed the authorities con-
cerned to take all possible measures to curb hoarding and profiteering, besides 
devising a time-based mechanism to provide relief to the masses. Chairing a 
meeting to review the steps to control the prices of commodities and measures 
for common man’s relief, the prime minister said the government realized that 
the people, particularly the low-income class, had been facing difficulties amid the 
course of economic reforms. Planning Minister Asad Umar, Food Security Minister 
Khusro Bakhtiar, Advisor on Commerce Abdul Razzak Dawood, Advisor on Finance 
Abdul Hafeez Sheikh, special assistants to PM Dr Firdous Ashiq Awan and Nadeem 
Afzal Chan and former finance minister Shaukat Tareen, also attended the meeting. 
The prime minster said the government was striving to provide maximum relief to 
the people, despite difficult economic conditions. He informed the meeting that the 
government had allocated Rs 190 billion for Ehsaas Program and the poor were 
also being given health insurance cover of Rs 7,20,000. The government had also 
provided Rs 7 billion to the Utility Stores Corporation to reduce the eatables’ prices. 

Major General Babar 
Iftikhar appointed as 
DG ISPR

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
RAWALPINDI

Major General Babar 
Iftikhar has been ap-
pointed as Director 
General of the Inter-
Services Public Relations 
(ISPR), replacing Major 
General Asif Ghafoor.

According to ISPR, Major 
General Asif Ghafoor has 
been given new assign-
ment of General Officer 
Commanding (GCO) 
Okara.

Major General Asif 
Ghafoor was appointed as 
the DG ISPR in December 
2016. He had replaced Lieutenant General Asim Bajwa.

Major Gen Asif Ghafoor was commissioned on 
September 9, 1988, in 87 Medium Regiment. He is 
a graduate of Command and Staff College Quetta, 
Command & Staff College Bandung (Indonesia) and 
NDU Islamabad. He holds a master’s degree in strategic 
studies. Major General Ghafoor is a recipient of the COAS 
Commendation Card for operations in Bajaur in 2008.

No delay  

TAPI gas pipeline 
project advances 
as per timelines

OUR CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD

The Petroleum Division has said that the Turkmenistan-
Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) gas pipeline project 
was progressing as per the “timelines” agreed among 
the member countries and “there is no delay in the pro-
ject.” The planned flow of non-compressed gas from the 
TAPI gas pipeline project is December 2023.

Earlier, a senior official privy to petroleum sector de-
velopments said that Pakistan was in process of rene-
gotiating gas price with TAPI Project Company Limited 
(TPCL), following which a groundbreaking ceremony 
would be held for ‘Pakistan-Section’ of the multi-billion 
dollar trans-country gas pipeline in Chaman.

“We are keen to have a new compatible gas price 
under the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India 
(TAPI) project. Accordingly, renegotiation for the gas 
price will take place with the TPCL before groundbreak-
ing of the pipeline in Pakistan.”

He was confident that Pakistan would complete 
Phase-I of the project within a period of 30-month after 
initiating the ground work for laying the pipeline from 
Chaman to Multan via Quetta and Dera Ismail Khan.

The project is consisted of two phases. In first phase, 
there will be free flow of gas in the pipeline which would 
be completed at an estimated cost of $ 5 to 6 billion, 
while in second phase compressor stations to be in-
stalled at a cost of $ 1.9 to 2 billion. Under the project, 
he said, a 56-inch diameter 1,680 kilometers pipeline, 
having capacity to flow 3.2 billion cubic feet per day 
(bcfd) gas, would be laid from Turkmenistan through 
Afghanistan and Pakistan up to Pak-India border.

As per the TAPI agreement, Pakistan and India will be 
provided 1.325 bcfd (billion cubic feet per day) gas each 
and Afghanistan will be getting the share of 0.5 bcfd gas.

Replying to a question, the official said the member 
countries had signed an Intergovernmental Agreement 
(IGA) and Gas Pipeline Framework Agreement (GPFA) 
on December 11, 2010.

He said Turkmenistan had already completed the con-
struction work on its section, while Afghanistan also 
performed groundbreaking of the project in 2018. He 
said Pakistan was regularly contributing its committed 
share to carry out the project activities, which made 
significant progress during the current year, adding 
that the technical consultant of the project had been 
appointed and the Front End Engineering and Design 
(FEED) completed for Pakistan-section of the project.



The next phase of china US trade deal…

U nited States President Donald Trump 
and Chinese vice Premier Liu He signed 
a phase one trade deal in Washington that 
hits pause on more than two years of es-
calating trade tensions. China pledged to 

buy more US products while the US called off additional 
tariffs on Chinese goods, among other measures agreed 
between the two sides. While the US president hailed 
the pact as the biggest deal anybody has ever seen.  
Chinese officials and state media described it in much 
more cautious terms. 

President Xi Jinping described the new agreement 
as a sign that the US and China can resolve their dif-
ferences with dialogue, stating in a message delivered 
by Liu that the two countries had made progress and 
should properly address each others’ concerns to push 
bilateral ties on the right track. 

As part of the deal Beijing has promised to increase 
purchases of US products and services by an additional 
$200bn over the next two years. While the pact halts 
new tariffs, it leaves in place the bulk of levies on $360 
billion worth of Chinese products. Retaliatory Chinese 
tariffs on over $100 billion in US goods also remain 
unchanged. The deal, sealed on the same day the House 
voted to refer articles of Trump’s impeachment to the 
Senate, seems most focused on arriving at peace in the 
trade war. 

Among its requirements is a resumption of the eco-
nomic dialogues that past administrations have held 
with China. Business groups broadly welcomed the 
agreement. But the lack of clarity on where things 
would go next also led many to call for those to be 
pursued more urgently so that tariffs could be lifted. 

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce said it was critical 
for the two sides to begin negotiations on a second 
phase as soon as possible. Some of the commitments 
contained in the 86-page document, which has eight 
chapters and a preamble, echo previous pledges made 
by China at the WTO or in G20 summits, and repackage 

steps Beijing had already been taking towards more 
open markets. China agreed to beef up its intellectual 
property protections in several ways to make it easier 
for US companies to seek recourse in both civil and 
criminal proceedings for the theft of trade secrets, 
without disclosing confidential business information. 

The deal also includes stricter measures related to 
patents, trademarks and geographical indications to 
prevent piracy and counterfeiting.  The last chapter 
of the trade deal includes formalities such as the deal 
coming into effect 30 days after it is signed and giving 
the US and China the right to scuttle the agreement 

within six days. It also states that Washington and 
Beijing will agree on the timing of new negotiations 
although no timeline is given. 

The provisions of the deal are subject to an enforce-
ment mechanism that calls for several rounds of con-
sultations. If the two sides don’t reach an agreement, 
the complaining party could take “remedial measure in 
a proportionate way” trade lingo for re imposing tariffs. 
In practice, the U.S. would likely be the party bringing 
the complaint because it is China that is pledging to 
make changes and increase purchases. 

The Trump administration said that the Phase 1 deal 
is a solid start that includes Chinese commitments to 
do more to protect intellectual property, curb the prac-
tice of forcing foreign companies to hand over sensitive 
technology and refrain from manipulating their cur-
rency lower to benefit Chinese exporters. 

In advance of the Phase 1 signing, in fact, the Treasury 
Department dropped its designation of China as a cur-
rency manipulator. This new phase of deal has brought 
new hopes along. 

There are few skeptical thoughts as well regarding 
the success and practical aspect of the deal but still it’s 
a good start. Optimists hope that resolution of the cen-
tral problems in the bilateral trade dispute will become 
easier down the road. However, trade experts are not so 
sure there will be a rush of businesses eager to navigate 
the intricacies of the trade deal. Hopefully things will 
emulate better paths for further de-escalation. 

Writer is the Assistant Editor ‘Mélange int’l 
Magazine’, ‘The Asian Telegraph’ & Project 

Coordinator (COPAIR); a degree holder in communica-
tion & media sciences.
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Nestle to invest $2.1 billion 
in recycled plastics

GENEVA

Swiss food giant Nestle said Thursday it 
would invest 2.0 billion Swiss francs (1.8 
billion euros, $2.1 billion) over five years 
to cut its use of virgin plastics in favour of 
food-grade recycled plastics.

The company, whose brands include 
Nespresso coffee, Vittel water and Smarties 
chocolates, also plans to invest in new 
types of sustainable packaging to meet its 
target of making all its packaging recycla-
ble or reusable by 2025.

Nestle also said in a statement it would 
reduce its use of virgin plastics by one third 
over the next five years and would set up a 
venture fund with 250 million Swiss francs 
to invest in start-up companies working in 
the recycling sector.

To create a market for recycled plastics, it 
said it would source up to 2 million metric 
tons of food-grade recycled plastics and al-
located more than 1.5 billion Swiss francs 
to pay a premium for the material between 
now and 2025. “No plastic should end up 
in landfill or as litter,” Nestle chief execu-
tive Mark Schneider said in the statement.

Major corporations, often criticised by 
campaigners for putting profit before 

the environment, are trying to respond 
to growing pressure from consumers for 
more responsible practices. Food and 
cosmetics giant Unilever announced last 
September that it will cut its use of new 
plastic in packaging by half by 2025, ac-
knowledging that the move was partly 
aimed at young, more environmentally 
conscious customers. Fast food giant 

McDonald s pledged in October to speed 
up moves to minimise the use of plastic in 
its restaurants in Europe. “Making recy-
cled plastics safe for food is an enormous 
challenge for our industry. That is why in 
addition to minimising plastics use and 
collecting waste, we want to close the loop 
and make more plastics infinitely recycla-
ble,” said Nestle s Schneider.
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UNSC & situation in IoK

T he United Nations Security Council (UNSC) has again discussed the 
prevailing grave situation in Indian occupied Kashmir which was 
put under military siege and lockdown by Narendra Modi-led com-
munal government in New Delhi when it revoked special status of 
the territory in August 5, 2019.

United Nations Security Council once again expressed concern over curfew and 
human rights violations in Indian occupied Kashmir.

It was the second time that the UNSC discussed the alarming situation in the 
occupied valley in less than six months since the repeal on August 5 of the Article 
370 of the Indian Constitution that granted special status to occupied Kashmir.

The Department of Peace Operations and the Department of Political and Peace-
building Affairs briefed the UN Security Council on the situation in Kashmir, 
followed by a discussion on the situation among Council members in which all 
of them participated.

In August last year, the Security Council had met for the first time in over five 
decades, to discuss the critical human rights situation in the occupied valley.

After the meeting, Chinese Ambassador Zhang Jun spoke to journalists confirm-
ing that the Security Council had met to review the situation in the occupied 
valley.

“We had a meeting on Jammu and Kashmir,” Jun said, adding the 15-member 
Council was briefed by the UN secretariat on the situation on the ground.

China has long voiced concern over the situation in occupied Kashmir and had 
requested the UNSC along with Pakistan to hold the meeting. Pakistan’s Foreign 
Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi also attended the UN meeting in New York 
before jetting off to Washington later in the evening.

The second briefing to UN Security Council on the situation in IOK in five months 
constitutes success of Pakistan to highlight the plight of oppressed Kashmiri peo-
ple, besides reaffirming the fact that Kashmir is an internationally recognized 
dispute which is on the agenda of the Security Council for seven decades.

Pakistan’s role in Iran-US 
tension

P akistan emerges as a major player on the world stage to ease the 
soaring tension between Iran and The United Stated in the aftermath 
of the killing of Iranian military commander Qassem Soleimani in a 
U.S. drone strike.

Pakistan made it clear for the day first that it will not take sides in 
the escalating confrontation between neighboring Iran and the United States 
and initiated well-devised strategy to avert the looming war between the two 
countries which otherwise could have serious consequences for the region as 
well for the world. Prime Minister Imran Khan instantly directed Foreign Minister 
Shah Mehmood Qureshi to visit Iran, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) and the 
United States to meet his counterparts, and convey a clear message that Pakistan 
was ready to play its role for peace, but it could never again be part of any war.

Similarly, the premier also asked Chief of the Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa to contact relevant military leaders of Iran, KSA and the US to convey 
the same message.

Shah Mehmood Qureshi reached Iran and held constructive consultations with 
Iranian leadership and has called for “maximum restraint” and emphasised on 
talks to resolve the latest flare-up in the Iran-US relations.

The Iranian leadership also appreciated Prime Minister Imran’s efforts aimed at 
reducing tensions in the region, saying they had supported the premier’s initiative 
in the past and welcomed the present efforts as well.

In Riyadh, Qureshi had an “in-depth exchange of views on recent developments” 
with his Saudi counterpart Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud. During the meeting, 
bilateral matters were also discussed.

TAT Special

SAIMA ZAMAN

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Mount Nyiragongo eruption

Taylor’s shares good news with fans
NEW YORK

Pop star Taylor Swift has 
finally announced the re-
lease date of her Netflix 
documentary,   after a bitter 
war with Scooter Braun and 
her former label over song 
and footage rights.

Swift,  who has been teas-
ing fans about her Netflix 
documentary for months,  
announced the project  
during her high-profile 
feud with talent manager 
Scooter Braun and her for-
mer record label.

Miss Americana promises 
a “raw and emotionally re-
vealing look” at the 30-year-
old pop superstar during a 
“transformational period in 
her life”.

According to the film’s 
synopsis, the documentary 
seems to  give audience “a 
raw and emotionally reveal-
ing look at one of the most 
iconic artists of our time 
during a transformational 
period in her life.”

M ount Nyiragongo is an active 
stratovolcano with an elevation of 
3,470 m (11,380 ft) in the Virunga 
Mountains associated with the 
Albertine Rift. It is located inside 

Virunga National Park, in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, about 20 km (12 mi) north of the 
town of Goma and Lake Kivu and just west of the 
border with Rwanda. The main crater is about two 
kilometres wide and usually contains a lava lake. 
The crater presently has two distinct cooled lava 
benches within the crater walls – one at about 3,175 
m (10,417 ft) and a lower one at about 2,975 m 
(9,760 ft). Nyiragongo’s lava lake has at times been 
the most voluminous known lava lake in recent his-
tory. The depth of the lava lake varies considerably. 
Major eruption of the volcano began on January 17, 
2002, after several months of increased seismic and 
fumarolic activity. A 13 km fissure opened in the 
south flank of the volcano, spreading in a few hours 
from 2800 m to 1550 m elevation and reaching the 
outskirts of the city of Goma, the provincial capital 
on the northern shore of Lake Kivu. Lava streamed 
from three spatter cones at the end of the fissure 
and flowed in a stream 200 to 1000 m wide and 
up to 2 m deep through Goma. Warnings had been 
given and 400,000 people were evacuated from the 
city across the Rwandan border into neighbour-
ing Gisenyi during the eruption. Lava covered the 
northern end of the runway at Goma International 
Airport, leaving the southern two-thirds usable, and 
reached Lake Kivu. 

Study terms self-esteem key to treat 
mental health patients

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

Improving how mental health patients perceive 
themselves can be critical in treating them, a first of 
its kind study has claimed.

The findings of the study suggest that youths with 
psychiatric disorders, currently receiving inpatient 
services, reported lower self-concept, particularly 
global self-worth, compared to those receiving out-
patient services.

“This was the first study that examined youth with 
psychiatric disorder by comparing what type of ser-
vice they were receiving and whether that was asso-
ciated with self-concept,” said Mark Ferro, Assistant 
Professor at the University of Waterloo.

“We know that global self-worth is lower in the 

inpatient group and we know from other research 
that lower self-concept is a precursor to other more 
serious mental health problems,” Ferro said.

For the study, published in the Journal of the 
Canadian Academy of Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry, researchers examined a group of youth 
aged between 8-17 years who were receiving inpa-
tient and outpatient psychiatric services.

The participants’ self-concept was measured 
using the Self-Perception Profile for Children and 
Adolescents.

According to the researchers, self-concept might be 
an important aspect to consider when implementing 
treatment programmes to improve the mental health 
of youth who are hospitalised.

“Because youths who are in the inpatient service 
have a lower self-concept, therapies within their over-
all treatment program aiming to improve self-worth 
might be worthwhile,” the researcher noted.

In advance of the Phase 1 signing, 
in fact, the Treasury Department 
dropped its designation of China as 
a currency manipulator. This new 
phase of deal has brought new hopes 
along

No plastic should end up in landfill 
or as litter
Nestle chief executive Mark Schneider
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Kamyab Jawan Programme

More youth empowerment initiatives 
on cards: Usman Dar

S pecial Assistant to the 
Prime Minister on Youth 
Affairs Muhammad Usman 
Dar on Wednesday hinted 
at the launching four more 
projects of youth empow-
erment under Kamyab 

Jawan Programme during the current 
year. Highlighting Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf government’s initiatives for youth 
empowerment at the ‘Youth-Led Policy 
Forum 2020’, he elaborated that it would 
formally launch the projects to create ex-
tensive job opportunities during its five-
year tenure.

Currently, another four programmes 
are in pipeline. We are planning to launch 
one new programme after every 8 to 10 
weeks … the next programme is ‘Kamyab 
Jawan Start-up Pakistan’. Usman Dar said 
‘Kamyab Jawan Start-up Pakistan’ would 
provide a platform for the emerging and 
talented youth, ready to enter in the coun-
try’s job market, where they could get en-
trepreneurship skills along with financial 
assistance for transforming their start-up 
ideas into reality.

If you see, Amazon and Alibaba, in to-
day’s world all those were start-up and 
have turned around the world economy. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan and my gov-
ernment believe that if one start-up in 
Pakistan is launched properly, it can turn 
around the entire country’s economy. he 
said announcing to launch PM Innovation 
Lead Competition programme, under the 

start-up Pakistan in upcoming days.
Top ten start-ups of Prime Minister 

Innovation Lead Competition would be 
extended technical and financial support 

by the government, he added. Usman Dar 
said Green Youth Movement was also on 

the cards and the youth would be sensi-
tized in public and private sector univer-
sities, adding they would be engaged to 
promote environment-friendly culture 
across the country under the vision of 
Prime Minister Imran Khan.

He said one-year job exposure, directly 
from industries, would be given to thou-
sands of students, graduated annually 
from different universities, under National 
Internship Programme which was almost 
in the launching process. The SAPM said 
his department along with the health 
ministry, had worked out a programme 
to impart paid professional training to 

nursing staff to equip them 
with improved skills so that 
they could serve the suffering 
humanity in a more efficient 
manner.

“Kamyab Jawan Sehatmand 
Programme’ has been de-
signed on the pattern under 
which women and minori-
ties’ socio-economic well-
being would be ensured,” 
he added. Usman said the 
government had recently 
launched the largest skill 
development programme 
(Hunarmand Pakistan) in 
the history of the country. 
The initiative was aimed at 
imparting high technology 
trainings to the youth like 
artificial intelligence, robot-

ics and many others, he added.
Unlike the past, all the youth empow-

erment programmes are not politically 
motivated and being launched after hold-
ing consultation with international and 
national youth experts, he said. He said 
all the programmes had been worked 
out by the National Skills Strategy Task 
Force, formed by the prime minister, 
after thorough consultation. Each and 
every programme has well-thought pro-
cess behind it, he said and expressed the 
optimism that the initiative would have 
great impact on empowering the youth 
and in job creation.

Skills for All

HUNARMAND PAKISTAN
Prime Minister’s Special Package For Skills For All Strategy

P rime Minister’s Special 
Package to implement 
“Skills for All” Strategy 
as Catalyst for TVET 
Sector Development in 
Pakistan is one of the 
six important schemes 

included in the program, launched by 
the Prime Minister of Pakistan, Imran 
Khan through which young generation 
can get opportunities to excel in their 
respective fields. It encompasses the fol-
lowing 14 TVET (Technical Vocational & 
Educational Trainings) specific interven-
tions for uplift of the TEVT sector and 
will be implemented all across Pakistan 
including Gilgit-Baltistan, Azad Jammu 
& Kashmir, and newly added districts of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

This component of the project aims at 
providing hands-on skills to the youth in 
most demanded High-Tech & High-End 
Technologies / trades and vocations to 
prepare them for decent employment in 
High-Tech Industry. The subject project is 
a nation-wide program which covers the 
whole country including far-flung areas of 
Baluchistan, rural Sindh, Southern Punjab, 
Azad Jammu & Kashmir, Gilgit-Baltistan 
& newly added districts of KP region. 
Along with this core objective, it also tar-
gets the availability of skilled workforce 
for enhancing productivity and efficiency 
of Pakistani industry and making them 
internationally competitive.

Under this Program, a total of 50,000 
young aspirants belonging to far-flung 
and less developed districts of Pakistan 
will be trained in demand driven mar-
ket oriented trades in reputed TVET 
Institutes, registered private small, me-
dium & large Industries and Universities 
across the country. The trained individu-
als will have an opportunity for employ-
ment in services and construction sectors 
such as numerous projects for energy, 
roads & infrastructure like; Pak-China 
Economic Corridor.

For the first time in the country, NAVTTC 
has developed a robust, responsive 
and updated National Skill Information 
System (NSIS) which is repository of all 
the crucial data pertaining to the system 
such as: skills profiles of more 570,000 
youth, industry demand for skilled work-
force, number of institutes, teachers, and 
facilities in TVET system in Pakistan etc.

Aligning this state of the art initiative of 
NAVTTC with the Prime Minister’s vision 
of maximizing employment opportunities 
for Pakistani youth, scope of this model of 
TVET system shall be broadened to other 
sectors by transformation of this job por-
tal into National Employment Exchange 
which will be an IT based intelligent and 
centralized platform to consolidate op-
portunities from government and private 
sector of both national and international 
job market.

This would also facilitate federal and 
provincial supply side bodies of both 
formal and informal sector like HEC, 
NAVTTC, TEVTAs, PEC, PMDC, Private 
Institutes, Madaris etc. to showcase their 

certified professionals/trained students 
for national and international job oppor-
tunities under one platform. On the other 
hand all demand side organizations like 
employment exchanges, CPEC compa-
nies, National & International Employers, 
Overseas Employment Corporation, 
Overseas Employment Promoters all ex-
isting private and public sector job por-
tals shall also be connected to the NEX, 
for centralized availability of certified 
human resource.

This would provide a mechanism to 
gauge job market indicators and trends 
enabling government to make informed 
policy decisions for demand based skills 
enhancement and maximizing employ-
ment opportunities. 75 Smart tech Labs 
will be established in existing public TVET 
institutes / cities of Pakistan which will be 
equipped with latest technological provi-
sions for distance learning programs in 
skill developent and TVET sector. These 
75 Smart Tech Labs will serve as pio-
neers of distance learning and e-learnig 
concepts in the TVET sector of Pakistan.

50 Business Incubation Centers (BICS) 

will be established in public sector TVET 
Institution to promote self-employment 
and inculcate entrepreneurship culture 
as well as promoting emerging entrepre-
neurs which will eventually lead to reduc-
tion of unemployment amongst youth.

NAVTTC will initiate Business 
Incubation Centers, in support of Prime 
Minister’s Startup Pakistan movement. 
BIC by NAVTTC is based on the Higher 
Education Commission’s program of 
Blended Incubation along the similar 
lines. HEC’s program is designed on tested 
model of Business Incubation Centers in 
Higher Education Institutions.

The initial pilot is aiming to provide 
75,000 trainings in entrepreneurship and 
blended incubation for 50 centers across 
Pakistan to graduate 500 start-ups from 
50 blended incubation centers. Our goal 
is to keep this program similar to HEC‟s 
Blended Business Incubation Centers and 
manage it centrally through the Ministry 

of Education. This approach of integrated 
management will reduce the overall cost 
and improve cross institutional learning 
and streamline reporting to the Prime 
Minister’s office.

The National Accreditation Council 
for Technical and Vocational Stream 
Regulations‟ were framed and notified 
in 2015. However the Council is yet to 
be established. Once created, the Council 
shall be recognized as the sole author-
ized entity in the country mandated to 
carry out accreditation of TVET insti-
tutes. In order to inspire public trust in 
the process of accreditation, National 
Accreditation Council needs to be con-
stituted. Creation of the Council will be 
a significant stride towards realizing the 
goal of quality assurance as envisaged in 
the Prime Minister’s Task Force on Skill 
Development.

Accreditation is an instrument to cre-
ate public trust as well as national and 
international credibility in the quality of 
technical and vocational education. By 
setting agreed standards it helps to en-
hance the quality of individual programs, 
institutes and the TVET Sector as a whole 
“Quality” in this context means that a pro-
gram is fit for purpose i.e. it guarantees 
that students will receive qualifications at 
the right level and acquire competencies 
relevant to the expectations of employers. 
There are approximately 3700 institutes 
catering to the technical and vocational 
training needs of Pakistani youth. In order 
to ensure significant quality in TVET sec-
tor, NAVTTC intends to accredit 2,000 in-
stitutes during the next two years.

Establishing 70 new labs / workshop in 
Madrassa(s) to introduce skill develop-
ment activities all across Pakistan. Under 
this project NAVTTC targets to estab-
lish 70 Workshops / labs for Hardcore 
Skills, Soft Skills Career Guidance, 

Counseling and Placement Centers in 
around70madrassa(s) across Pakistan. 
And for this purpose equipment, machin-
ery, consumables, technological provi-
sions etc. will be provided to madrassa(s) 
along with basic modifications in infra-
structure and provision of pertinent facili-
ties, teaching learning materials / printed 
material etc.

Transfer of Technology through col-
laboration with technologically advanced 
countries for bringing TVET system 
in Pakistan at par with international 
standards Master Training of 500 TVET 
Teachers in Tech. Advanced Countries 
and in-country Training of 2,000 TVET 
Teachers. This project aims at bring-
ing Master Trainers from technologi-
cally advanced countries as from China, 
Japan, S. Korea, Germany etc. and get our 
TVET Trainers / Teachers technologically 
trained under a cascading model through 
these Master Trainers.

These 500 local Master Trainers will 
acquire knowledge about the latest tech-
nologies under formal certification pro-
gram (this may include, but not restricted 
to programs like Bachelor of TVET/VE/
VET/VT etc.) these local Master Trainers 
will disseminate the acquired knowledge 
to the rest of the 2000 TVET trainers, 
both from public and private institu-
tions. NAVTTC is mandated to standardize 
qualifications of TVET sector across the 
country. One of the main reasons for low 
quality of Pakistani TVET system is the 
non-availability of standardized qualifica-
tions and curricula.

NAVTTC has developed the National 
Vocational Qualification Framework 
(NVQF) in accordance with the interna-
tional standards. To streamline all tech-
nical and vocational training across the 
country and ensure that the standards of 
Pakistani TVET qualifications is in accord-

ance with the international standards, 
acceptable to both national and inter-
national employers, we need to develop 
standardized qualifications for all the 
training programs in the country.

NAVTTC has acquired the required com-
petence for developed such standardized 
qualifications and more than 100 stand-
ardized qualifications have also been de-
veloped with the help of donors. However, 
to standardize qualifications and move to-
wards a uniform and standardized TVET 
system, we need to have standardized 
qualifications for every trade. Other coun-
tries have standardized qualifications in 
thousands and to bring our TVET system 
at par with international standards, we 
cannot afford to remain far behind.

Under the projects, 200 standardized 
qualifications will be developed and im-
plemented across the country. The figure 
of 200 qualifications will be augmented 
by the number of qualifications developed 
with donor’s assistance and it is expected 
that at least 500 Qualifications will be 
available with NAVTTC on completion 
of the instant project. Now under these 
components of the program 200 more 
TVET qualifications will be developed in 
tenure of 02 years.

Apprenticeship training of 20,000 youth 
in industry under Apprenticeship Act-
2018 (Formal & Informal Apprenticeship) 
in collaboration with provincial TEVTA(s). 
Under this project, NAVTTC will have an 
opportunity to implement the modern 
Apprenticeship Act-2018 and showcase 
its replication in the provinces. Through 
this project NAVTTC will incentivize the 
private industry (formal and informal) 
to launch the Apprenticeship Act-2018 
and pilot a project to prepare 20,000 
apprentices under formal and informal 
Apprenticeship model.

To promote international recognition of 

Pakistani qualifications, NAVTTC has also 
initiated comprehensive dialogue process 
with such international organizations of 
repute as TAFE Australia, City & Guilds 
and UK-NARIC. It has been realized that 
two things can highly facilitate the in-
ternational equivalence and recognition 
of Pakistani TVET Qualification, namely 
Affiliation of Pakistani TVET institutes 
with reputed international TVET insti-
tutes and starting Joint Degree Programs 
by Pakistani TVET institutes in collabora-
tion with International TVET institutes.

This component of the PC-1 would allow 
to make progress towards the ultimate 
objective of international recognition of 
Pakistani TVET qualifications. Under the 
initiative, 50 best Pakistani TVET will be 
affiliated with reputed international TVET 
institutes and at the same time, interna-
tionally recognized TVET institutes will 
be encouraged to initiate joint degree 
program with selected Pakistani TVET 
Institutes. Establishing 10 country-of-
destination specific facilitation Centers 
in 10 cities across Pakistan with high out 
flux of Pakistanis in the international mar-
ket workers abroad.

This project is based on the above es-
sential requirement of skill development 
in the country. Under the project, 10 
country-of-destinations specific Technical 
and Vocational Facilitation Centers will be 
established in the already existing TVET 
institutes. Facilitation Centers will be 
located at those 10 districts across the 
country where the out flux of the work-
force to international job markets is at the 
highest. These 10 country of destination 
specific facilitation centers will be estab-
lished in the following cities registering a 
higher flux of work force moving abroad 
and sending foreign remittances;

 
Facility centers to be established;
Peshawar
Swat
Poonch
Lower Dir
Gujrat
Rawalpindi
Sialkot
Karachi
Muzaffrabad
Quetta

Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) 
of 50,000 youth to certify informally 
acquired skills inside the country and 
abroad and training of 4,000 Assessor. 
Under this project, 50,000 youth who 
already have skills in any vocation / sec-
tor will be certified and for the purpose, 
NAVTTC will test / examine the skills of 
such individuals who claim to have req-
uisite competencies / skills required but 
lack certificate to find suitable jobs in both 
national and international job markets. 
Apart from that such skilled workers who 
are deficient in soft or technical compo-
nents of the CBTA requirements will be 
trained in relevant deficient skills for 
02 to 4 weeks. The training cost of such 
youth will be borne by the NAVTTC .
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Princess Haifa 
Al-Muqrin
KSA’s UNESCO Representative

T he Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia (KSA) has issued 
a royal decree appoint-
ing Princess Haifa Bint 
Abdul Aziz Al-Muqrin 
as the Kingdom’s per-
manent representative 

to the UN Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO). The de-
cision comes a year after Princess Reema 
bint Bandar Al Saud was appointed as the 
country’s ambassador to Washington, to 
be the first woman in the history of Saudi 
Arabia to serve in this position.

Assistant Deputy Minister for 
Sustainable Development and G20 
Affairs, Princess Haifa Bint Abdul Aziz Al-
Muqrin, has been appointed Permanent 
Representative of Saudi Arabia to the 
UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO).

Saudi Arabia’s King Salman has ap-
proved the appointment of Assistant 
Deputy Minister for Sustainable 
Development and G20 Affairs, Princess 
Haifa Bint Abdul Aziz Al-Mogrin, to be the 
Kingdom’s Permanent Representative to 
the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO).

Princess Haifa worked as a lecturer at 
King Saud University from 2008 to 2009. 
She has held key positions at the Ministry 
of Economy and Planning, including as-
sistant undersecretary for sustainable de-
velopment affairs since December 2017, 
acting assistant undersecretary for G20 
affairs since June 2018, and head of the 

Sustainable Development Goals Sector 
between 2016 and 2017.

In 2007, she obtained a master’s degree 

in economics from the 
School of Oriental and 
African Studies in the UK. 
She received her bache-
lor’s degree in economics 
in 2000 from King Saud 
University in Riyadh. The 
Kingdom plays a promi-
nent role in UNESCO 
and in November 2019 
assumed membership 
in its Executive Council 
until 2023.

Minister of Culture 
Prince Badr bin Abdullah 
bin Farhan said ear-
lier that the Kingdom 
will seek to extend cooperation with all 
members of the Executive Council, as well 
as preserving Arab culture and heritage, 
supporting innovation and technology for 
sustainable social development, and work-
ing to promote a tolerant global society.

Princess Haifa bint Mohammed Al-Saud 
was on Tuesday appointed as a member 
of the board of directors of the General 
Authority of Civil Aviation (GACA) as a 
representative of the Saudi Commission 
for Tourism and National Heritage (SCTH). 
The appointment was made during 
Tuesday’s Cabinet session, and by a royal 
decree from King Salman stating promo-
tions and restructuring of several govern-
ment entities.

As part of the reshuffle, three more 
women were appointed to leading posi-
tions, including Haifa Al-Mogrin and Nada 

Alismail. Princess Haifa attained her bach-
elor’s degree in business administration 
from the University of New Haven, US, in 
2008. She attained her master’s in busi-
ness administration and management 
from the London Business School in 2017.

She started her career at HSBC Holdings 
as an analyst, progressing to senior associ-
ate of equity sales before leaving in 2012 
to join the Ministry of Higher Education as 
a senior consultant. 

She was also managing director of the 
General Sports Authority between 2017 
and 2019, with a focus on developing the 
sports economy. She became secretary-
general of Formula E Holdings in July 
2018, a position she still holds. Princess 
Haifa has been vice president of strategy 
at the SCTH since March 2019. She is also 
vice chairwoman of the Saudi Fencing 

Federation, and chairwoman of the 
women’s committee at the Arab Fencing 
Federation.

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
has been on a modernisation drive, 
seeking to project a moderate, business-
friendly image to boost investment and 
help diversify the economy away from oil. 
Saudi Arabia recently eased restrictions on 
women - including allowing them to drive 
and receive passports and travel abroad 
without permission from male rela-
tives. Under de facto ruler Crown Prince 
Mohammed, it has also opened the coun-
try to sporting, cultural and entertainment 
events.  As part of the reforms, the oil-rich 
kingdom, which has five UNESCO World 
Heritage sites, is also working to grow its 
tourism sector.

It announced in September it would 

offer tourist visas for the first time, re-
laxing rules that had largely restricted 
visits to business travellers and Muslim 
pilgrims. But Riyadh has also faced in-
tense diplomatic fallout over the murder 
of dissident journalist Jamal Khashoggi, 
who was killed and dismembered in the 
kingdom’s consulate in Istanbul in 2018.

Saudi Arabia has also been criticised 
for mounting a crackdown on dissidents, 
including influential preachers and intel-
lectuals. In 2018, authorities arrested at 
least a dozen female activists, most of 
whom were detained in a wide-ranging 
crackdown just before the historic lifting 
of the decades-old ban on female motor-
ists. Many of the women have accused 
interrogators of sexual harassment and 
torture while in custody. Saudi authori-
ties deny the accusations.

Central Asian Integration

C entral Asia does not at-
tract as much media 
attention as Ukraine or 
the Baltic states, which 
is a fundamental mis-
take. Russia’s soft under-
belly may well become a 

source of bad news in the coming decade. 
The future of Afghanistan presents the 
greatest challenge in the region. US troops 
will leave the country sooner or later, 
whether commanded out by President 
Trump or his successor. The USA is al-
ready too tired of this war, which will in-
evitably end with the Taliban staying and 
Washington leaving.

The conflict continues exclusively for the 
sake of bargaining over withdrawal terms 
that would help the Americans save face. 
The process will not necessarily have cat-
astrophic consequences: the Taliban may 
yet integrate successfully into the existing 
Afghan state and, as the Americans would 
like it to, join the fight against groups loyal 
to the Islamic State (which is banned in 
Russia). Most likely, however, the civil war 
will continue between different groups.

This creates additional risks for the 
post-Soviet states. The Taliban may have 
so far stayed mostly within the borders 
of Afghanistan. Still, the same cannot 
be said of other radical Islamist groups, 
which might either step up their activ-

ity against the background of the chaos 
in the country or seek new areas of op-
eration, should they be squeezed out of 
Afghanistan. Central Asian countries, 
which cannot boast consistent stability, 
might become their new targets.

This instability, which stems from inter-
nal economic and religious problems, the 
difficult transition of power and genera-
tional change within the local elites, could, 
in and of itself, foster civil and even inter-
state wars. For this reason, Central Asia, 
where outbreaks of violence are virtually 
inevitable, will become the main field of 
activity, perhaps even a battlefield, for the 
CSTO.

Now Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan have 
agreed to start the process of a land swap 
along a disputed segment of the border 
between the two Central Asian nations 
after years of sometimes deadly clashes, 
RFE/RL’s Kyrgyz Service reported. The 
talks were held in Tajikistan’s Isfara re-
gion, near the Tajik village of Guliston 
and the Kyrgyz village of Kyzyl-Bel in the 
southern Batken region, following an-
other round of violence between Kyrgyz 
and Tajiks residing near the border.

The negotiations ended at midnight on 
January 14, Kyrgyz Deputy Prime Minister 
Jenish Razakov, who led the Kyrgyz del-
egation, told RFE/RL. The Tajik delegation 
was led by Deputy Prime Minister Azim 

Ibrohim.
Razakov said the sides signed a joint 

protocol, according to which a joint work-
ing group by February 15 will attempt to 
agree on the line of demarcation of the 
114-kilometer border segment. By March 
1 they aim to define areas “equal by size 
and significance” for exchange.

Gunshots fired along the border on 
January 9 were the latest illustration of 
simmering tensions in the region. Kyrgyz 
officials have said they were fired from 
the Tajik side, prompting the brief evacu-
ation of 254 Kyrgyz nationals, including 
139 children, from a village near the lo-
cation of the clashes. No casualties were 
reported.

The Kyrgyz Foreign Ministry summoned 
the Tajik ambassador over the incident, 
while the Tajik side blamed residents of 
a Kyrgyz village for provoking the unrest. 
On January 11, authorities in the Batken 
region arrested four local residents, who 
allegedly took part in the clashes, and 
charged them with hooliganism and tak-
ing part in mass disorder. On January 
15, dozens of activists rallied in central 
Bishkek, demanding immediate release 
of the four arrested persons and urging 
Razakov to resign.

The segment of the Kyrgyz-Tajik bor-
der where the incident took place has 
seen similar clashes in the past, includ-

ing at least 10 skirmishes last year. In 
December, six Kyrgyz nationals and three 
Tajik nationals were wounded in clashes 
in the area, while violence in September 
claimed four lives. Many border areas in 
the former Soviet republics in Central 
Asia have been disputed since the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. The 
situation is particularly complicated near 
the numerous exclaves in the volatile 
Ferghana Valley, where the borders of 
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and Kyrgyzstan 
meet.

In 2019, Uzbekistan continued political 
liberalization and economic reforms, and 
is expected to stick to the chosen course 
this year. However, authorities in Tashkent 
are faced with new challenges and even 
more expectations from the Uzbek citi-
zens willing to see real improvements in 
their lives. We are republishing the follow-
ing article on the issue, written by Umida 
Hashimova:

For Uzbekistan, 2019 was a turning 
point, marking the third year of President 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev’s time as leader of 

Uzbekistan. That time frame is arguably 
long enough to enable a population to 
evaluate the activities of its government 
with a sober eye and expect results from 
its leaders. As the current Uzbekistani 
leadership continues its departure from 
previous president Islam Karimov’s isola-
tionist policies, it is looking for new possi-
bilities both in the economic and political 
realms. During 2019, that ongoing course 
correction could be seen most clearly (in 
foreign affairs) with the announcement 
of Tashkent’s possible accession to the 
Moscow-led Eurasian Economic Union 
(EEU) and (in domestic affairs) the parlia-
mentary elections held at the end of 2019.

Although Uzbekistan has been reticent 
about the timeline and proposed terms of 
accession to the EEU, Mirziyoyev’s state-
ments on the topic last year nonetheless 
seem to indicate the country’s unequivo-
cal movement toward eventual member-
ship. Perhaps unwilling to contradict 
the president, government officials and 
elected representatives expressed barely 
any dissent on the matter.

The justification for joining the Russian-
led integrationist bloc includes expected 
economic benefits for the people of 
Uzbekistan. The government asserts that 
those boons could be achieved while rela-
tively easily navigating around any poten-
tial political entrapments.

Putin’s State of the Nation Address

R ussian Prime Minister 
Dmitry Medvedev that 
his government was re-
signing to give President 
Vladimir Putin room to 
carry out the changes 
he wants to make to the 

constitution. The unexpected announce-
ment, which came shortly after Putin 
proposed a nationwide vote on sweeping 
changes that would shift power from the 
presidency to parliament, means Russia 
will also get a new prime minister.

Possible candidates include Sergei 
Sobyanin, the mayor of Moscow, Maxim 
Oreshkin, the economy minister, or 
Alexander Novak, the energy minister. 
Medvedev made the announcement on 
state TV sitting next to Putin who thanked 
Medvedev, a close ally, for his work. Putin 
said that Medvedev would take on a new 
job as deputy head of Russia’s Security 
Council, which Putin chairs. Putin asked 
for the outgoing government to remain 
at work until a new government was 
appointed.

Russian President Vladimir Putin has 
signed a decree appointing Mikhail 
Mishustin as the country’s prime min-
ister. In accordance with Article 83(a) 
of the Russian Constitution, Mikhail 
Vladimirovich Mishustin is appointed as 
Russia’s Prime Minister, says the decree 
published on the Kremlin’s website. The 
decree comes into force on the day of its 
signing. Earlier the State Duma (the lower 
house of parliament) gave its consent to 
Mishustin’s appointment. As many as 383 

lawmakers voted ‘yes,’ no one voted ‘no,’ 
while 41 abstained from voting.

Russia’s former prime minister, Dmitry 
Medvedev, just appointed deputy chair-
man of the Security Council, has thanked 
the government for doing a good job and 
wished success to a yet-to-be formed 
new Cabinet of Ministers. I am grateful 
to all members of the government and 
the government staff for the good job we 
have done over years. It was a no easy task 
sometimes. But we found solutions that 
helped our country move forward and 
develop.

President Vladimir Putin has proposed 
a nationwide vote on sweeping consti-

tutional changes that would shift power 
from the presidency to parliament and the 
prime minister, a move that could allow 
him to extend his rule after leaving the 
Kremlin. In power as either president or 
prime minister since 1999, Mr Putin, 67, is 
due to step down in 2024 when his fourth 
presidential term ends.

He has not yet said what he plans to 
do when his term expires, but under the 
current constitution, which bans anyone 
from serving more than two successive 
presidential terms, Putin is barred from 
immediately running again. The coun-
try’s political elite in his annual state-of-
the-nation speech on Wednesday that 

he favoured changing the constitution to 
hand the State Duma, the lower house of 
parliament, the power to choose Russia’s 
prime minister and other key positions. 
Of course these are very serious changes 
to the political system, Putin said, adding 
that he thought parliament and civil soci-
ety was ready for the changes.

Russian President Vladimir Putin has 
delivered his annual State of the Nation 
Address to the Federal Assembly on 
Wednesday. The Address to the Federal 
Assembly is one of the most important 
annual events on the president’s sched-
ule. The document, which outlines the 
goals and tasks for the country, becomes 
the guideline for the government and the 
parliament to follow.

Putin said he was dissatisfied with 
Russia’s birth rate. The Russian president 
noted that the total fertility rate stood 
at 1.5 in 2019. “This is not enough for 
our country. According to Putin, Russia’s 
birth rate in the 1990s was worse than 
the fertility figures during the Second 
World War. Putin said that low incomes 
of most households with children directly 
threatened Russia’s demographic future 
and proposed a number of measures to 
support families.

For instance, the Russian leader sug-
gested providing monthly payments for 
children between the ages of three and 
seven years old starting from January 1, 
2020. According to the president, families, 
whose income does not exceed one living 
wage per person, will receive these pay-
ments. Moreover, the maternity capital 

program will be extended until the end of 
2026 and the payment amount will grow 
to 616,617 rubles ($10,028).

Putin said that Russia has been able 
for the first time in history to become 
the world’s leader in advanced weap-
ons. We are not threatening anyone, nor 
are we seeking to impose our will. At 
the same time, I can assure everyone 
that our steps for strengthening na-
tional security were timely made and in 
a sufficient volume. Today, Russia is the 
world’s leader in developing advanced 
weaponry, Putin stressed. “Other lead-
ing countries of the world will still have 
to develop weapons, which Russia al-
ready possesses.

Putin has suggested a putting up a pack-
age of constitutional amendments for a 
plebiscite. At the same time, the Russian 
president stated that he sees no grounds 
to adopt new constitution in Russia. Putin 
also suggest stipulating the supremacy of 
the Russian Constitution over interna-
tional norms in Russia. The time has come 
to make some changes to the nation’s fun-
damental law that would directly guaran-
tee the priority of the Russian Constitution 
in our legal space. What does this mean? It 
means that requirements of international 
law and decisions of international bodies 
can only be enforced in Russia to such an 
extent that does not violate human and 
civil rights and freedoms and does not 
violate our Constitution.

Putin agrees that the same person 
should not hold the post of the head 
of state for more than two consecutive 

terms. I know that our society is debat-
ing the constitutional provision that the 
same person should not hold the office of 
President of the Russian Federation for 
more than two consecutive terms. I do 
not believe that this question is of funda-
mental importance, but I agree with this. 
The president has also suggested com-
plementing Russia’s Constitution with 
a special requirement that a candidate 
running for the post of head state should 
be a resident of Russia for no less than 25 
years and have neither foreign citizenship 
nor an overseas residence permit, not just 
at the moment of the election, but never 
before in the past.

Under the Constitution today, any 
Russian citizen who has lived in the coun-
try for no less than ten years can be elected 
as Russia’s president. Russia is obliged to 
protect the historical truth about the vic-
tory in the Great Patriotic War. This year 
we will celebrate the 75th anniversary of 
the Victory in the Great Patriotic War. May 
9 in Russia is the greatest and sacrosanct 
holiday. We are proud of the generation of 
victors, we remember their heroism. Our 
memory is not only a token of respect for 
the heroic past. It serves our future, in-
spires us and strengthens our unity. We 
are obliged to protect the truth about the 
Victory. Otherwise what shall we be able 
to tell our children if lies spread about the 
world like an epidemic? Putin also said 
that a network of archive documents on 
the history of the Second World War ac-
cessible to the whole world will be created 
in Russia.

Facts about Princess 
Haifa Bint Abdul Aziz 
Al-Muqrin:
• From 2008 to 2009, princess 

Haifa served as a lecturer at 
King Saud University.

• She has held various key 
positions at the Ministry of 
Economy and Planning, includ-
ing assistant undersecretary 
for sustainable development 
affairs, acting assistant under-
secretary for G20 affairs, as 
well as head of the Sustainable 
Development Goals Sector.

• In 2007, she has got a master’s 
degree in economics from the 
School of Oriental and African 
Studies in the UK.

• In 2000, she received a bache-
lor’s degree in economics from 
King Saud University in Riyadh.

• She has wide experience in the 
social and economic fields, their 
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as a project and national official.
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CLIMATE CHANGE

Boiling Oceans
EU sets out trillion euro plan to avert ‘climate crash’

T he world’s oceans were 
the hottest in recorded 
history in 2019, as 
manmade emissions 
warmed seas at an ever-
increasing rate with 
potentially disastrous 

impacts on Earth’s climate. Oceans absorb 
more than 90 percent of excess heat cre-
ated by greenhouse gas emissions and 
quantifying how much they have warmed 
up in recent years gives scientists an ac-
curate read on the rate of global warm-
ing. A team of experts from around the 
world looked at data compiled by China’s 
Institute of Atmospheric Physics (IAP) 
to gain a clear picture of ocean warmth 
to a depth of 2,000 metres over several 
decades.

They found that oceans last year were 
by far the hottest ever recorded and said 
that the effects of ocean warming were 
already being felt in the form of more ex-
treme weather, rising sea levels and dam-
age to marine life. The study said that last 
year the ocean was 0.075 Celsius hotter 
than the historical average between 1981-
2010. That means the world’s oceans have 
absorbed 228 Zetta Joules (228 billion tril-
lion Joules) of energy in recent decades. 
That’s a lot of zeros,said Cheng Lijing, lead 
paper author and associate professor at 
the International Centre for Climate and 
Environmental Sciences at the IAP.

The amount of heat we have put in 
the world’s oceans in the past 25 years 
equals 3.6 billion Hiroshima atom bomb 
explosions. The past five years are the 
five hottest years for the ocean, the study 
found. As well as the mid-term warming 
trend, the data showed that the ocean had 
absorbed 25 Zetta Joules of additional 
energy in 2019 compared with 2018’s 
figure. That’s roughly equivalent to eve-
ryone on the planet running a hundred 
hairdryers or a hundred microwaves con-
tinuously for the entire year.

The 2015 Paris accord aims to limit 
global temperature rises to well below 
2C, and to 1.5C if at all possible. With just 
1C of warming since the pre-industrial pe-
riod, Earth has experienced a cascade of 
droughts, superstorms, floods and wild-
fires made more likely by climate change.

The study authors said there was a clear 
link between climate-related disasters - 
such as the bushfires that have ravaged 
southeastern Australia for months - and 
warming oceans.

Warmer seas mean more evapora-
tion. That means more rainfall but also 
it means more evaporative demand by 
the atmosphere. That in turn leads to 
drying of the continents, a major factor 
that is behind the recent wildfires from 
the Amazon all the way to the Arctic, and 
including California and Australia.

Hotter oceans also expand, leading 
to sea level rises. The United Nations 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change in a landmark oceans report 
last year warned that tens of millions of 
people could be displaced from coastal 
areas by the end of the century because 
of encroaching seas. And given that the 
ocean has a far higher heat absorption 
capacity than the atmosphere, scientists 
believe they will continue to warm even if 
humanity manages to drag down its emis-
sions in line with the Paris goals. As long 
as we continue to warm up the planet 
with carbon emissions, we expect about 
90 percent of the heating to continue to 
go into the oceans.

If we stop warming up the planet, heat 
will continue to diffuse down into the 
deep ocean for centuries, until eventually 
stabilising.  The EU budget chief said the 
bloc needs to invest dedicated funds to 
avert a climate crash as Brussels detailed 
how it planned to pay for a trillion euro 
push to cut net C02 emissions to zero 
by 2050 and protect member countries 
dependent on coal. The financial chal-

lenge for Europe is huge: the European 
Commission executive arm estimates that 
halving emissions by 2030 would require 
260 billion euros of investment a year in 
the energy, transport and construction 
sectors. We need climate cash in order to 
avoid a climate crash,” European Budget 
Commissioner Johannes Hahn said.

Of the 1 trillion euros of the EU’s 10-
year investment plan, roughly half is to 
come from the EU long-term budget, the 
Commission said. This will trigger more 
than 100 billion in co-financing from 
governments. It was unveiling details of 
its Sustainable Europe Investment Plan 
using public and private money for its 

flagship project: the European Green 
Deal. Some 300 billion would come from 
private sources and another 100 from the 
EU’s Just Transition Fund that is to help 
the EU’s coal-dependent regions, such as 
Poland’s Silesia mining region, make the 
transition to “green.

The EU is in the last stretch of talks on 
the size and spending goals of its next 
long-term budget from 2021 to 2027. All 
EU countries except Poland agreed last 
month they should transform their econo-
mies over the next 30 years to not emit 
more carbon dioxide than they absorb, 
so as to limit global warming and result-
ing climate changes. The deal came amid 

overwhelming support from Europeans 
who see irreversible climate change as the 
biggest challenge they are facing, more so 
than terrorism, access to healthcare or 
unemployment.

I’m doing this in my grandson’s future 
interest, Hahn, 62, said about his work 
on financing the EU’s shift to a green 
economy. Poland did not subscribe to 
the 2050 emissions-neutrality goal, ar-
guing its energy systems and economy 
were too dependent on coal and lignite 
to make the transition over that time. The 
Just Transition Fund is to address this 
problem. Yes, I think it will be enough 
(to convince Poland to join the 2050 cli-

mate neutrality goal). It is very attractive 
because it gives them the opportunity of 
additional money, access to interesting 
financing, he said.

The Fund is to benefit territories with 
high employment in coal, lignite, oil shale 
and peat production, as well as territories 
with carbon-intensive industries which 
will be either discontinued or severely im-
pacted by the transition, the Commission 
proposal said.

The money will go to areas producing 
the most CO2 industrial emissions, where 
job losses and the need for teaching new 
skills and will take into account the over-
all wealth of the country so that a region 
in need of transition in the EU’s poorest 
Romania would get more money than a 
comparable region in Germany.

The total of 100 billion euros will come 
from a mix of sources and will mostly be 
a result of leveraging of 7.5 billion euros of 
input from the EU budget, EU guarantees 
and European Investment Bank loans, to 
attract private cash by covering the riski-
est parts of an investment.

To increase financing options, the EU 
will also review its state aid rules by the 
end of this year, which normally pro-
hibits governments from helping com-
panies in trouble so as not to distort 
competition.

Governments will be allowed to spend 
on renewable energy, public charging 
infrastructure or waste recycling, sup-
port workers sacked from closed mines, 
invest in energy efficiency of buildings, 
help district heating or climate neutral 
production processes or the closure of 
coal-fired power plants. As well as being 
a huge challenge, the commission sees a 
switch to an economic model not based 
on burning fossil fuels for energy as a 
great opportunity for European industry 
to shift to making environmentally clean, 
re-usable and repairable products based 
on renewable energy sources.

G20 Summit Priorities

S audi G20 Sherpa Dr. Fahad 
Al-Mubarak briefed the 
United Nations General 
Assembly on the G20 
Presidency Agenda and 
priorities in 2020. In his 
address, Al-Mubarak said 

Saudi Arabia would strive to build con-
sensus and deliver concrete results on is-
sues that are critical for all people of the 
world. In an informal session, attended 
by representatives from the UN member 
states, Al-Mubarak presented the theme, 
aims and main priorities during the Saudi 
Presidency of the Summit.

At the outset of the session, the UN 
General Assembly President and UN 
Undersecretary General welcomed the 
Saudi Sherpa and looked forward to a 
successful G20 Summit in Riyadh. Before 
giving a broad overview of the agenda, 
the Sherpa emphasized the links among 
the Saudi G20 program, the UN’s 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
and the Kingdom’s Vision 2030. He 
highlighted that, under the guidance of 
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King 
Salman and Crown Prince Muhammad 
Bin Salman, the 2020 G20 Agenda devel-
opment process was conducted in an in-
clusive and comprehensive way in order 
to reflect the issues that are extremely 
significant for the entire world.

Al-Mubarak also emphasized the com-
plementary nature of the G20 and the 
UN as key international mechanisms 
for promoting international coopera-
tion, saying that the G20 provides mo-
mentum and policy guidance wherever 
they are needed. On the main objectives 
of the Summit, he said that under the 
theme of the Summit, titled Realizing 
Opportunities of the 21st Century for 
All.                                                                   

During the briefing session, Al-Mubarak 

also presented the priorities that will 
be at the center of the G20 discussions 
under the Saudi G20 Presidency and gave 
details about the global challenges that 
the G20 countries can address jointly to 
achieve economic growth and sustain-
able development. Since many of the 
challenges before us are global in nature, 
no country can effectively address them 
alone, he said, adding, We have a shared 
interest and a shared responsibility to 
work together to realize opportunities 

of the 21st century for all.
Al-Mubarak will continue his global 

outreach to engage the international 
community in the G20 efforts through-
out the year and will join other high-level 
meetings representing the Saudi G20 
Presidency.

Meanwhile, Global policymakers have 
met in Riyadh to map out urgent plans 
aimed at tackling the challenges and risks 
to world economic growth. The first gath-
ering of the Framework Working Group 
(FWG) under the G20 Saudi presidency 
discussed ways to improve access to eco-
nomic opportunities for all, a key prior-
ity of the 2020 summit of world leaders’ 
agenda.

During the FWG meeting held on Jan. 
12 and 13, the head of the Saudi team, 
Dr. Naif Alghaith, said: “It is an urgent 
priority to break barriers that prevent 
people from having access to economic 
opportunities.

We are working to identify the current 
conditions of the global economy, the 
economic risks and challenges facing our 
world, and the policy responses to miti-
gate downside risks. The group’s talks 
were co-chaired by Clare Lombardelli, 
chief economic adviser to the UK 
Treasury, and Sanjeev Sanyal, principal 
economic adviser to India’s Ministry of 
Finance. Delegates discussed the current 

risks facing the global economy and the 
preparedness for policy co-ordination 
among the G20 countries.

The meeting also studied possible 
policy options to enhance access to op-
portunities for all with a special focus 
on women, youth and small- and me-
dium-sized enterprises (SMEs). The get-
together followed a G20 symposium on 
enhancing access to opportunities that 
was held under the Saudi G20 presi-
dency on December 5 last year in Riyadh. 
Participants at the FWG symposium also 
discussed the role of the public and pri-
vate sectors in leveraging technology and 
innovation to create jobs, and opportuni-
ties that promote sustainable and inclu-
sive growth.

The G20 FWG was established at the 
2009 Pittsburgh summit in the US after 
world leaders agreed to launch a frame-
work to lay out policies aimed at gener-
ating strong, sustainable, balanced, and 
inclusive global growth. Women to repre-
sent 33% of G20 participants in Riyadh. 
Women will account for one third of all 
those attending the Business 20 (B20) 
summit in Riyadh in November, CEO and 
chairman of Saudi Basic Industries Corp. 
(SABIC) Yousef Al-Benyan said.

The female contingency of the 640 dele-
gates from more than 20 countries, is the 
highest ever in all B20s, Al-Benyan said 

in an opening speech at the B20 Saudi 
Arabia inception. The B20 summit will 
form part of the 15th annual G20 leaders’ 
summit which runs from Nov. 21 to 22, 
for the first time in Riyadh. The event will 
focus on equity, and gender equality in 
terms of increasing women’s participa-
tion in business, especially in leadership 
positions, he added.

B20 Saudi Arabia will also address 
challenges in digitization, energy, sus-
tainability and climate, finance and infra-
structure, future of work and education, 
trade and investment and finally integrity 
and compliance.

The G20 is a forum where the leaders 
of the world’s 20 largest economies meet 
to discuss a number of issues, but often 
ends in stalemate situations where lead-
ers fail to reach an agreement on major 
issues. At the G20 summit in Osaka last 
year, leaders agreed to disagree on cli-
mate change, with the USA dissenting 
from a commitment to carry out the 
2015 Paris climate change agreement. 
Organizers of this year’s event are more 
hopeful of a positive outcome on burning 
issues. The aim of B20 in Saudi Arabia is 
to ensure that the voice of a global busi-
ness is heard and addressed by the G20 
leaders. To do this, we need B20 Saudi 
Arabia intended to be inclusive, impacta-
ble and for sure differentiate.

Locust Invasion in Somalia

N umerous and very 
large swarms pose an 
unprecedented threat 
to food security and 
livelihoods in Horn of 
Africa. In the Horn of 
Africa, there has been 

a significant and extremely dangerous in-
crease in swarm activity during the past 
week in Kenya where numerous, large 
immature swarms are spreading from 
the initial invasion areas of the northeast 
(Mandera county) south to Wajir and 
Garissa, west along the Ethiopian bor-
der (Moyale and Marsabit counties) and 
southwest into central areas north of Mt 
Kenya (Isiolo, Samburu, Meru and most 
recently Laikipia counties).

One immature swarm was 60 km long 
by 40 km wide in the northeast. More 
swarms are expected to occur in these 
areas, some of which are already moving 
north of Mt.  Kenya  westwards to the Rift 
Valley (Baringo county) where they could 
continue northwest to Turkana county, 
while others will move west along the 
Ethiopian border, and some swarms could 
move further south to Tana River county.

Some swarms may reach northeast 

Uganda and southeast South Sudan. In all 
areas, there is an unprecedented threat 
to food security and livelihoods. In the 
northeast, some swarms have started 
to mature, which means that egg-laying 
could be imminent in open areas of sandy 
moist soil where eggs would hatch after 
about two weeks and give rise to numer-
ous hopper bands in February.

In Ethiopia, immature swarms continue 
to form and move in the eastern regions 
of Harar (East Harerghe) and Somali 
(Jijjiga and Warder, Kebridehar, Gode in 
the Ogaden). Immature swarms are also 
present further south in Oromiya (Bale) 
and in the past days on the edge of the 
Rift Valley (Borena) near Teltele and 
Yabello. Some swarms have started to 
mature in the Gode area. More swarms 
are expected to appear in the southern 
parts of Oromiya and Somali regions and 
in the southwest region of SNNPR (South 
Omo) where they are likely to mature and 
lay eggs.

In Somalia, mature swarms are present 
in the Garbahare area near Mandera, 
Kenya.

Limited ground and aerial control 
operations are in progress in Ethiopia 

where 3 700 ha have been treated so far 
in January, and by DLCO-EA, national and 
county agencies and the private sector in 
parts of Kenya. So far, survey and con-
trol operations have not been mounted 
in central and southern Somalia due to 
insecurity. Aerial control efforts need to 
be urgently and very quickly upscaled in 
all countries.

In southwest Asia, swarms continue 
to be present on both sides of the Indo-
Pakistan border but numbers are de-
clining due to control operations and 
migration to the southern Iran where 
swarms that already reach the south-
east have matured and laid eggs. In the 
past few days, unusually heavy rains fell 
in southeast Iran, causing flooding and 
loss of life. On the southeast coast near 
Chabahar, more rain fell in a day and half 
than what normally falls during the entire 
year. Once floodwaters recede, ecological 
conditions will be favourable for several 
months of breeding that is expected to 
cause a significant increase in locusts by 
spring.

Important breeding continues in the 
winter breeding areas along the coastal 
plains of the Red Sea where control op-

erations are in progress against hopper 
groups, bands and adult groups in Saudi 
Arabia (8 000 ha), Eritrea (3 500 ha), 
Sudan (1 800 ha) and Yemen (1 080 ha). 
Now Somali farmers have urged their 
government and theInternational com-
munity to help protect their crops from 

an invasion of locusts that is leaving many 
unable to feed their families.

“Locusts already ate our grazing area 
so we are now fighting to save at least 
our farm, where we planted watermelon 
and beans. We aren’t able to protect 
them and we call on the Somali govern-

ment and international community to 
help us,” said Jamad Mohamed, a farmer 
in Dhusamareb, the provincial capital of 
Galgadud, a semi-autonomous region.

The insects have already destroyed 
70,000 hectares of farmland in Somalia 
and neighbouring Ethiopia, threatening 
food supplies in both countries in the 
worst locust invasion in 70 years, the 
Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
said. For Jirow Qorhere, another Somali 
farmer in the region, it is too late. He has 
lost all his crops to the insects. Locusts 
devoured the whole area and have now 
reached our farm to eat our plants, as you 
can see.

This is the end, we have nothing left to 
feed our children and we aren’t even able 
to buy from the market. ‘Locust swarm’ 
forces Ethiopian Airlines plane to divert. 
Africa has been hit by its worst locust in-
vasion in 25 years. A swarm of what ap-
peared to be locusts forced a passenger 
plane off its course in Ethiopia, the flight 
operator says. Pilots were preparing to 
land the Ethiopian Airlines flight from 
Djibouti to Dire Dawa on Thursday when 
clouds of insects slammed into the plane’s 
engines, windshield and nose.
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HRW World Report 2020

Mounting Human Rights Abuses in India
Amnesty India urges Modi, Yogi to allow right to peaceful

T he Indian government’s 
unilateral actions in 
Jammu and Kashmir 
in August 2019 caused 
enormous suffering and 
rights violations of the 
Kashmiri population, 

Human Rights Watch said today in its 
World Report 2020. The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP)-led government revoked the 
province’s special constitutional status 
and split it into two separate federally 
governed territories. Indian authorities 
also failed to protect religious minorities, 
used draconian sedition and counterter-
rorism laws to silence peaceful dissent, 
and invoked foreign funding regulations 
and other laws to discredit and muzzle 
nongovernmental organizations critical 
of government actions or policies.

The Indian government has tried to shut 
down Kashmir, hiding the full extent of 
the harm caused there, said Meenakshi 
Ganguly, South Asia director at Human 
Rights Watch. Instead of addressing 
growing attacks on minorities, Indian 
authorities bolstered their efforts to si-
lence critical voices in 2019. In the 652-
page World Report 2020, its 30th edition, 
Human Rights Watch reviews human 
rights practices in nearly 100 countries. In 
his introductory essay, Executive Director 
Kenneth Roth says that the Chinese gov-
ernment, which depends on repression 
to stay in power, is carrying out the most 
intense attack on the global human rights 
system in decades.

 He finds that Beijing’s actions both en-
courage and gain support from autocratic 
populists around the globe, while Chinese 
authorities use their economic clout to 

deter criticism from other governments. 
It is urgent to resist this assault, which 
threatens decades of progress on human 
rights and our future. Prior to its actions 
in Jammu and Kashmir, the government 
deployed additional troops to the prov-
ince, shut down the internet and phones, 
and arbitrarily detained thousands of 
Kashmiris, including political leaders, ac-
tivists, journalists, lawyers, and potential 
protesters, including children. Hundreds 
remain in detention without charge or 
under house arrest to prevent protests.

The government failed to properly en-
force Supreme Court directives to prevent 
and investigate mob attacks, often led by 
BJP supporters, on religious minorities 
and other vulnerable communities. Since 
May 2015, extremist Hindu groups have 
killed 50 people and injured over 250 
amid rumors that they traded or killed 
cows for beef. Muslims were also beaten 
and forced to chant Hindu slogans.

Police failed to properly investigate the 
crimes, stalled investigations, ignored 
procedures, and filed criminal cases 
against witnesses to harass and intimi-
date them. Nearly two million people 
from tribal communities and forest-
dwellers remained at risk of forced dis-
placement and loss of livelihoods after a 
Supreme Court ruling in February 2019 
to evict all those whose claims under the 
Forest Rights Act were rejected.

In the northeast state of Assam, the gov-
ernment published the National Register 
of Citizens, aimed at identifying Indian 
citizens and lawful residents following 
repeated protests and violence over ir-
regular migration of ethnic Bengalis from 
Bangladesh. The list excluded nearly two 

million people, many of them Muslims, 
including many who have lived in India 
for years, in some cases their whole lives. 
There are serious allegations that the 
verification process was arbitrary and 
discriminatory. While there is a right to 
appeal, the government plans to build 
detention centers for those denied citi-
zenship after appeal.

The government has also said that citi-
zenship verification will be implemented 
across the country and that the govern-
ment will amend the citizenship laws to 
include all irregular migrants from neigh-
boring countries, but excludes Muslims 
from the list. The Indian government’s 

actions in Kashmir have led to loss of 
livelihood and access to education. The 
repression resulted in international 
criticism including in the United States’ 
Congress, the European Parliament, and 
the United Nations Human Rights Council.

Throughout the year, UN experts have 
raised concerns over a series of issues in 
India, including extrajudicial killings, po-
tential statelessness of millions in Assam, 
possible eviction of tribal communities 
and forest-dwellers, and the communi-
cations blackout in Kashmir. Amnesty 
International on Thursday urged Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath 

to allow peaceful demonstrations against 
the CAA in Varanasi, the former’’s Lok 
Sabha constituency, and uphold people’’s 
right to protest.

The global human rights body also 
sought an independent probe into all 
cases of police brutality and prosecution 
of those responsible for violence against 
protestors. There is an ongoing crack-
down on peaceful protests in Varanasi 
and the UP government continues to 
use excessive force to intimidate and 
harass those critical of the Citizenship 
Amendment Act, Amnesty International 
India (AII) executive director Avinash 
Kumar said in a statement.

After interviewing over two dozen peo-
ple from different parts of Varanasi and 
gathering corroborating evidence, AII calls 
on Modi and Yogi to intervene and end the 
gross violations of right to peaceful as-
sembly in the city and other parts of UP, 
he said. (Though) Modi has said criticism 
makes a democracy strong; there is a total 
disregard by the state to those who are 
protesting against the CAA. Permissions 
for peaceful protests have been denied, 
protestors have been arrested, the state 
police have used excessive force and state 
officials openly threaten and intimidate 
protestors, Kumar claimed.

Stressing that protesting peacefully is 
not a crime but a right, the statement said 
the PM must lead the way and set an ex-
ample by showing that peaceful dissent 
in his constituency is not being crushed. 
He must ensure that the UP government 
sets up an independent investigation into 
all cases of police brutality. Those respon-
sible must be prosecuted, the statement 
said. The organisation said it found that 
between December 11 and 23, 2019, 
more than 70 people were arrested for 
peacefully protesting in the state and 
that the police indiscriminately cane 
charged peaceful protestors and innocent 
bystanders.

It led to the death of an eight-year-old 
child who was crushed to death and re-
sulted in over a dozen injuries, Kumar 
said. Interviews with the families of the 
arrested persons also show that police 
used violence during arrests. They were 
also harassed and intimidated in jail and 
most of them were kept in custody for 
over 15 days despite securing bail, the 
AII alleged. PTI JBL RDM RDM.

England, Germany, Switzerland:

Anti-CAA protests shake the world

B lackpool in England 
turns into a ghost 
town every winter. The 
beachfront is deserted 
once the snow starts to 
fall. Except for the odd 
bachelor party, January 

is a quiet month. There is no major uni-
versity here that manages to grab the 
attention of foreign students. And so on 
January 4, as residents walked onto the 
high street for a bit of Sunday morning 
shopping, they couldn’t help but wonder 
why three students stood in the cold hold-
ing a banner.

There aren’t many Indians here. But 
you don’t need a large number to make 
your stand clear. If you can find even one 
person to connect over a common call-
ing, you have your protest, says Sumeet 
Bose, 33, a merchant navy officer who 
is in Blackpool for a short-term course. 
Bose and his two classmates stood for 
three hours in the biting wind to protest 
against the proposed CAA and NRC.

Over 800 miles away in Switzerland, 
Harshal Kate, a 29-year-old researcher 
from Alibaug, attempted to approach the 
protest entirely on his own before finding 
support for his cause online.

He stripped down to his shorts in front 
of the Swiss National bank in Bern as a 

comeback against Prime Minister Modi’s 
comment that rioters can be identified by 
their clothes. In Sydney, 60 Indians dis-
tributed flyers that had details of the CAA 
written down outside a Starbucks outlet.

From the streets of Germany’s Munich 
to the campuses of Colombia University 
in New York and Tampere University in 
Finland to the neighbourhoods of Cape 
Town in South Africa, a small but vocal 
community of young liberals are stand-
ing up against what they feel goes against 
the very ethos of their homeland. It is 

not easy to arrange a protest in the West. 
From detailed permissions which list the 
size of the group and the streets which 
can be used for a march to arranging a 
loudspeaker permit, the paperwork and 
logistics involved can be daunting for 
a single individual to handle. But con-
necting through social media and email, 
Indians abroad have arranged close to 50 
protests now.

It doesn’t matter where you live, you 
care about your country, your heritage, 
and humanity, says Sindhuja Sankaran, 

34, assistant professor of social psychol-
ogy at Jagiellonian University, Krakow 
in Poland. What attracted many to our 
protest in Warsaw last month was the 
fact that we didn’t just do sloganeering; 
we made it an information drive where 
we explained the social consequences 
of the CAA and the NRC. Both should 
be viewed as a combination. Together, 
they go against the idea of democracy 
and refugee rights...they go against the 
secular and free-flowing fabric of India. 
Concerned, educated people should be 
able to see and understand the level of 
discrimination and bigotry that exists in 
them.

Our research at Krakow, which predicts 
why people support the government’s 
new schemes, notes that it is a combina-
tion of authoritarian ideology and attach-
ment nationalism; people tend to see the 
out-group [be it Pakistanis or Muslims] 
as a threat and therefore seize any in-
formation disseminated by their leader. 
In other words, people are resistant to 
knowledge because of this perceived 
threat, says Sankaran, adding that she 
was surprised to find around 50 Indians 
turn up for the protest in Warsaw. The 
Indian community here isn’t very big, and 
yet many came.

In London, the Indian fraternity is size-

able, however, it was still a surprise to 
Prateek Khanna, 27, when close to 500 
people turned up for a protest outside 
the Indian Embassy on December 14. A 
student of SOAS, Khanna says most of 
the Indian community’s Facebook groups 
and student societies are dominated by 
right-wing members. In the UK, most 
India societies in colleges and residential 
areas are Hindu societies where a Hindu-
version of India is propagated. The same 
goes for Facebook groups. The adminis-
trators of these groups never let you put 
up content about protests against the pre-
sent government, says Khanna.

A similar reaction was experienced by 
30-year-old Alokeparna Ray, a psychoa-
coustics engineer based in Germany, who 
says she was removed and blocked from 
the Facebook group ‘Indians in Germany’ 
when she tried to post information about 
an upcoming protest in Berlin against the 
CAA. Kate, after his protest in Bern, also 
received threats and hate. After a news ar-
ticle on my protest in Bern, I did get some 
share of abuse on social media. All sorts of 
labels have been put. However, I feel this 
is not about being left or right or centre 
or pro-party. This is about basic human 
rights, says Kate.

Kate adds that pictures and videos 
of violence against students in Jamia 

University and Aligarh Muslim University 
really shook him. So far issues like the 
economic slowdown, electoral bond, 
children dying in government hospitals 
due to malnutrition didn’t directly affect 
Indians studying in foreign countries. 
Episodes like Jamia, AMU and JNU woke 
everyone up. It was alarming. It is relat-
able for any Indian student in a foreign 
country because there we are also a mi-
nority in some way or the other, he says.

Khanna too feels that there are plenty 
of isolated Indians in the United Kingdom 
who want to convey a contrarian view but 
so far haven’t been able to find a channel 
for doing so. While previous movements 
on issues such as women’s rights and 
Kashmir’s lockdown saw the odd interna-
tional protest, the present anti-CAA pro-
tests have managed to breach the barriers 
that kept like-minded individuals apart 
through a combination of technology and 
ideological appeal.

CAA and NRC had an emotional effect 
on me. When you are away from home for 
many years, you tend to stop connecting 
with the smaller problems. But when you 
see the country gripped by violence and 
you read up on an act which pitches com-
munity against community, then you want 
to be involved again,” says Kritika Nair, 36, 
a student in New York City.

Call for tangible measures to counter AI & Hybrid Warfare challenges

CONTINUE FROM  PAGE 1

Minister said that he had strong wish 
to open up with the US on financial sec-
tor to bring Paypal like organizations 
to Pakistan to save charges on financial 
transactions to Pakistan from abroad. We 
are going to establish state of the art IT 
parks in Islamabad by August this year. 
We will lay foundations for science and 
technology in next three years. We will 
also move forward a strong framework 
for next ten years to get closer to our 
past glory.

Earlier, in her welcome note, President 
COPAIR Amna Malik highlighted the sen-
sitive nature of topic, saying that whole 
world was bracing the threats and chal-

lenges coming out of the technological 
advancements. In this context, Pakistan, 
which has already been prone to hybrid 
warfare or 5th generation warfare in the 
form of fake propaganda, needs to make 
effective countermeasures to avert nega-
tive impacts of this issue.

We need to establish a comprehensive 
national strategy on AI with the establish-
ment a strong headquarters to keep an 
eye on developments in this field taking 
place worldwide” she added saying that 
COPAIR had taken an initiative to sensitize 
the issue with the concerned quarters.

Speaking in the first session, President 
Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad 
Ambassador Khalid Mehmood said that 

terminologies of hybrid warfare and AI 
had become very much known to the peo-
ple nowadays, but they are also generat-
ing challenges for the different sectors. 
The future warfare is going to be changed 
completely with expanded speed, scale 
and intensity.

“Therefore, Pakistan must develop a 
national strategy on hybrid warfare and 
artificial intelligence. Forbes has predicted 
that China is going to be world leader in 
artificial intelligence and Pakistan may 
benefit from the Chinese expertise in this 
field” he concluded.

Chairman, Board of Directors, Punjab 
Mineral Company (PMC), Govt. of Punjab 
Dr. Samar Mubarakmand shed light on the 

devastations played by the fake propa-
ganda to Pakistan in the past. In this 
context, he referred to conditions in East 
Pakistan which led to the establishment 
of Bangladesh. He said that without pres-
ence of today’s technological advance-
ments, the whole world believed in the 
wrong propaganda spread by the hostile 
elements about violence but Mujeeb ur 
Rehman could not prove the allegations.

Similarly, the US erected the whole 
Iraq war on the basis of fake propaganda 
about presence of weapons of mass de-
struction possessed by Iraq which never 
could be proved later” he said adding that 
Pakistan sustained against such a lethal 
hybrid war solely by dint of its strong 

and committed army which rooted out 
insurgency in Wazirstan and other areas.

Lt. General (R) Naeem Khalid Lodhi said 
that hybrid warfare was meant to destroy 
the opponent mentally and economically 
by spreading fake news and information; 
therefore, we should save our people from 
the negative impacts of hybrid warfare. 
He said that nation must be well equipped 
with required artificial intelligence skills 
to tackle the emerging situation.

Mukhtar Paras Shah said that AI had also 
some positive side as it could be applied in 
the Local Government Systems as well as 
medical sector for the welfare and benefit 
of the masses. AI is going to replace the 
human phenomena so we are in need to 

invest in research and development.
DG Higher Education Commission 

(HEC) Dr Zain ul Abideen said that in a 
bid to benefit from the AI phenomena, we 
need to have fast access to the data. HEC 
is encouraging the academicians to get 
connected with the outer world to benefit 
from the latest research in different fields.

Later, Center of Artificial Intelligence by 
COPAIR Launched in National Conference 
on AI by Ch Fawad the Minster Science 
and Technology, Dr Atta ur Rehman, 
Chairman Nescom  Dr Nabeel and 
President COPAIR Amna Malik. A cake 
cutting ceremony was held to mark the 
launch of center.
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Jennifer beams after 
pampering session at the 
salon

NEW YORK

Jennifer Aniston was spotted post a pampering 
session at the salon with celebrity facialist Shani 
Darden at her flagship studio in Beverly Hills.

The Friends starlet, who is turning 51 next 
month, was seen hiding her face under dark 
sun shades and a grey turtleneck sweater rid-
ing up to her chin as she was clicked by eager 
photographers. Celebrity facialist Shani Darden 
has famous personalities like Jessica Alba, Rosie 
Huntington-Whiteley, Kelly Rowland, Chrissy 
Teigen, Emmy Rossum, January Jones, Suki 
Waterhouse, and Amanda Seyfried as her clients. 
Meanwhile, Jennifer’s outing came the same day 
HBO Max gave a bleak update on the unscripted 
Friends reunion special THR reported about 
back in November. “There’s interest all the way 
around, and yet we can’t get interest all aligned 
to push the button on it,” HBO Max COO Kevin 
Reilly said at the Winter TCA Press Tour about 
the Friends reunion. “Today, unfortunately, it’s 
still a maybe,” he added.

Vanessa rocks the post-
breakup glow

NEW YORK

Hollywood star Vanessa Hudgens had left the 
world startled after she parted ways with her 
longtime boyfriend Austin Butler. The couple 
had been together for as many as nine years 
but recently decided to call it quits. However, 
the 31-year-old Spring Breakers actor’s price-
less smile at the premiere of her latest film Bad 
Boys for Life seems to be an epic mood as she 
rocks the post-breakup glow and appears to be 
chirpier than ever.

Her circulating pictures give off the vibe that 
theirs was definitely the happier kind of breakup 
as her smile gave it all away. The High School 
Musical actor was dressed in a long and flowy 
white dress with a beaded bodice and feathered 
sleeves while she showed off her sizzling thigh 
high slit with her towering black stilettos also 
making an appearance.

The former flames had met on the sets of High 
School Musical, when Vanessa was dating cos-
tar Zac Efron. They began dating soon after and 
went strong for nine years before news recently 
came afloat of the two parting ways.

I understands how Meghan 
feels: Jemima Khan

LONDON

Prime Minister Imran Khan’s former wife 
Jemima Goldsmith recently took to social media 
to express her views on Meghan Markle and 
Prince Harry’s departure as ‘senior’ members 
of the British Royal family.

Since the news broke last week, there have 
been plenty of reports about what this means 
for the Royal family, especially what Markle may 
do with her newfound freedom.

Jemima, who was married to the Prime 
Minister for nine years and has two sons with 
him, wrote that “she understands how Meghan 
feels,” trying to adapt to a different life.

“I don’t necessarily agree with the way Meghan 
and Harry have handled things but I know what 
Princess Diana went through,” she wrote in a 
tweet. “I know what it’s like to marry a national 
hero from another country and be attacked on 
social media for your ethnicity -too Jewish in 
my case.” Jemima is said to have enjoyed a close 
friendship with the late Princess Diana, who 
first came to Pakistan in 1996 and met the Khan 
family. Although Imran an and Jemima split in 
2004, citing that it was becoming “difficult for 
her to adapt to the political life of Imran Khan in 
Pakistan,” she remains supportive friend to her 
former husband. After PM Khan became leader 
of the country, she also took to Twitter to con-
gratulate him. She wrote, “22 years later, after 
humiliations, hurdles and sacrifices, my sons’ 
father is Pakistan’s next PM. It’s an incredible 
lesson in tenacity, belief and refusal to accept 
defeat.” Jemima continues to enjoy a huge fan 
base in Pakistan while living in her home city of 
London, England.

Russia’s $40b gold 
buying binge is 
slowing down

MOSCOW

Russia, the world’s biggest buyer of 
gold, is losing interest in the precious 
metal. After spending an estimated 
$40 billion on gold in the past five 
years, the central bank is starting to 
rein in spending. It bought 149 tons 
of gold in the first 11 months of 2019, 
44% less than the year before.

Annual purchases are expected to 
be the lowest in six years. Analysts 
say that Russia’s central bank has 
maxed out the proportion of gold it 
wants to keep in reserve. They also 
view the threat of US sanctions and 
the need for a buffer against eco-
nomic shocks diminishing as issues 
like the annexation of Crimea, elec-
tion interference and the poisoning of 
a former Russian spy on British soil 
fade from public conversation.

To be sure, even at these lower lev-
els, Russia is still buying a lot of gold 
and ranks at the top of the biggest 
purchasers. The country owns 2,262 
tons of the precious metal, worth 
$106 billion, and stores some in 
vaults at the central bank in Moscow. 
Russia’s relentless gold buying in 
recent years has been a key pillar of 
support, putting a floor under the 
market as investors ditched havens 
and bought riskier, higher-yielding as-
sets. Now, as bullion scales a six-year 
high, the key question is whether 
Russia’s decision to tap the brakes 
will hurt gold demand and prices, or 
buyers will come in from elsewhere.

“If gold is protection against the 
toughest sanctions, then it’s logical to 
assume that there’s no need to buy 
gold in such volumes anymore,” said 
Denis Poryvay.

Pakistan announces T20 
squad for Bangladesh

LAHORE

Pakistan Cricket Board  
(PCB) on Thursday an-
nounced its 15-mem-
ber squad for the 
three-match T20I series 
against Bangladesh  starting 
January  24.

Ve te ra n  a l l - ro u n d -
ers Shoaib Malik and 
Mohammad Hafeez were re-
called to  the squad while un-
capped Ahsan Ali, Amad Butt 
and Haris Rauf were added 
to the 1 5-player squad.

 Leg spinner Usman Qadir, 
who was picked for the tour 
of Australia but did not get 
to play any match has been 

retained along with Khushdil 
Shah.

Players missing out 
on selection are Asif Ali, 

Fakhar Zaman, Haris Sohail, 
Imam-ul-Haq, Mohammad 
Amir, Mohammad Irfan 
and Wahab Riaz. Pakistan  
and Bangladesh will play 
the three T20 matches on  
January 24, 25 and 27 in  
Lahore.

Squad for T20Is: 1.   Babar 
Azam (captain), Ahsan Ali, 
Amad Butt, Haris Rauf,  
Iftikhar Ahmed, Imad Wasim, 
Khushdil Shah, Mohammad 
Hafeez, Mohammad Hasnain, 
Mohammad Rizwan (wicket-
keeper),  Musa Khan, Shadab 
Khan, Shaheen Shah Afridi, 
Shoaib Malik and Usman 
Qadir.

Winter at Tantora festival

First desert polo 
tournament kicks off

JEDDAH

Saudi Arabia’s first desert polo tour-
nament kicks off on Thursday amid 
the spectacular surroundings of the 
AlUla UNESCO heritage site.

The three-day event, organized by 
the Royal Commission for AlUla and 
the Saudi Polo Federation, is part of 
the Winter at Tantora festival and 
will feature leading international 
polo players competing in a desert 
environment — a world first.

Competitors include Argentine 
Pablo Mac Donough, leading a La 
Dolfina team fresh from an 11th 
victory at the Argentinian Open. As 
one of the long-term supporters of 
this prestigious sport, Richard Mille 
will be the official timekeeper and 
title sponsor of the exclusive event.

The Royal Commission for AlUla 

in cooperation with Saudi Polo 
Federation breaks new ground 
with the staging of the first desert 
polo tournament in the Kingdom. 
“We are proud to be part of this 
significant event and to support the 
continuous development of polo in 
Saudi Arabia. 

We are really looking forward 
to the tournament and wish all its 
participants the best of luck” said 
Peter Harrison, CEO of Richard 
Mille EMEA. For his part, Saudi Polo 
Federation Chairan Amr F. Zedan 
said: “Richard Mille has always had 
a strong connection with the world 
of sport and we are delighted to 
partner with such a prestigious 
brand as we continue to proactively 
promote this exciting and beautiful 
sport in the Kingdom.  

Waqas stuns Abbas in National Senior Squash
PESHAWAR

Waqas Mehboob stunned top seeded Abbas 
Shoukat in the marathon four sets battle and 
moved into the semi-finals of the ongoing All 
Pakistan National Senior Squash Championship 
being played here at PAF Hashim Khan Squash 
Complex on Thursday.

In the quarter-final, former World Junior gold 
medalist Abbas Shoukat failed to click against in-
form Waqas Mehboob in the marathon four sets 
battle 3-1, the score was 5-11, 11-5, 11-8 and 
11-6. Waqas of Pakistan Air Force fully charged 
after losing the first set and secured victories in 
the remaining three consecutive sets. The quar-
ter-final lasted for 34 mintues.

In the second quarter-finals match Farhan 
Zaman (PAF) 3-0 defeated unseeded Saddam Ul 
Haq of Pakistan Army in straight sets, the score 
was 11-5, 11-6 and 11-9. Sadam Ul Haq failed 
to click and thus Farhan Zaman dominated the 
match.

In the third quarter-finals unseeded Noor 
Zaman defeated second seed Zeeshan Zeb of 
KP in straight sets, the score was 11-6, 11-4 and 
11-9 in 22 minutes. In the last quarter-finals 
third seeded Bilal Zakir of Army recorded vic-
tory against Zahir Shah of Railways in another 
thrilling match 3-2, the score was 11-5, 11-9, 
4-11, 4-11 and 13-11. Both Bilal Zakir and Zahir 
Shah played well and exhibited some excellent 

drops, lengths and 
nick shorts and re-
ceived thundering 
applauses from the 
sitting spectators in 
the Championship 
court. Now, Waqas 
Mehboob of PAF will 
face Farhan Zaman 
of PAF in the first 
semi-fianls and Noor 
Zaman will face Bilal 
Zakir of Pakistan 
Army in the second 
semi-finals.

Market watch

KSE-100 gains 72 points in volatile session
  OUR CORRESPONDENT

KARACHI

The Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) on Thursday 
after a brief open in the negative recovered 
slowly, and the benchmark KSE-100 Share Index 
reached 43,126.85 points after gaining 133.82 or 
0.31% at 11.39am. Selling pressure gained pace 
just before midday and profit-booking is likely to 
persist throughout the day.

Earlier, the Index declined by 49.80 points or 
0.12%, and hit 42,943.23 points at 10.54am amid 
lack of positive triggers and prevailing negative 
sentiments among investors due to rising political 
noise between the political parties. The market 
opened at 43,015.81 points today after shedding 
214 points yesterday.

The emerging disapproval from Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) allies over its policies 
contributed to the decline as the disagreements 
between the PTI government and its allies are 
being taken as a “sign of a brewing political crisis.”

The overall trading volumes fell to 171.3 mil-
lion shares yesterday compared with Tuesday’s 
tally of 249.7 million. The value of shares traded 
yesterday was Rs6.1 billion. At the end of the day, 
120 stocks closed higher, 224 declined and 20 
remained unchanged.

Foreign institutional investors were net buyers 
of Rs343 million worth of shares during the trad-
ing session, according to data compiled by the 
National Clearing Company of Pakistan.

Yesterday, a total of 119,954,170 shares were 
traded compared to the trade of 151,124,910 

shares during the previous day, whereas the value 
of shares traded during the day stood at Rs5.164 
billion as compared to Rs6.48 billion on Tuesday.

On Tuesday, traders opined that after a major 
run-up since August last year, the index was con-
solidating at the current levels before moving for-
ward. “Early trade has been witnessing much of 
the volatility and the index has been fluctuating 
from negatives to positives and vice-versa.”

“Investors often have been disinterested in 
much of the latter day trading when speculators 
are busy churning mainly low-priced stocks.”

A total of 151,124,910 shares were traded 

Tuesday compared to the trade 199,044,740 
shares during Monday, whereas the value of 
shares traded during the day stood at Rs6.48 
billion as compared to Monday’s Rs9.15 billion.

The previous week witnessed massive overall 
spike in the stocks as local and foreign investors 
rampaged across the market to quickly hit upper 
circuits after the war clouds hanging over the re-
gion due to US-Iran hostilities dissipated which 
provided the investors the much-needed comfort 
to move funds from gold and money market back 
to risky assets that may provide higher returns.

There was no major negative news flow that 
could thwart the market exuberance. On the po-
litical front, the belligerent atmosphere in the 
country took a pause after some reconciliation 
between the government and the opposition fol-
lowing the consensus passage of Army, Air Force 
and Navy Amendment Bills.

Earlier, investors’ optimism continued as they 
saw the market back in the green after two ear-
lier dismal years of negative returns. From Aug 
16, 2019 when the benchmark index had hit the 
pit at 28,765 points, the market has witnessed a 
spectacular rally that has carried it up by more 
than 50pc in fewer than five months.

Improvement on the external front together 
with stability in the Pakistani Rupee was ex-
pected to reassure foreign investors. Meanwhile, 
inflationary readings are set to touch peak in 
January 2020 (this month) with an imminent 
interest rate cut to follow, domestic investors 
remain jubilant as well, he said.

UAE among top 
ten economies

WASHINGTON DC

The United Arab Emirates is among 
the top ten economies exhibiting 
the most progress toward gender 
equality since 2017, a World Bank 
report has revealed. According to 
report ‘Women, Business and the 
Law 2020’, the UAE improved its 
score by 29.4 points, attaining an 
overall score of 56.3 across multiple 
indicators.

The study measures 190 
economies, tracking how laws affect 
women at different stages in their 
working lives and focusing on those 
laws applicable in the main business 
city.

The study’s findings show that the 
UAE improved across five of the eight 
indicators - mobility, workplace, 
pay, marriage, and parenthood. As a 
result, the UAE attained the second 
largest improvement following Saudi 
Arabia, which saw a change of score 
totalling 38.8 points.

GUANGZHOU: The burger robot, dessert robot and frying robot serving at a smart restaurant in Guangzhou. 

A Chinese restaurant featuring intelligent serving robots made its debut in downtown Guangzhou on last 

Friday, introducing dozens of selected specialties out of hundreds of dishes made by the robot chefs. The 

moment customers enter the restaurant, their attentions are caught by all sorts of smart robots who have 

specific works to do: the greeting robot standing at the entrance to guide customers towards their dinner 

tables, bartender robot serving a glass of cocktail with its mechanical arms.. PHOTO: Xinhua

China remains top importer to Pakistan
ISLAMABAD

With its US$4025.177 million imports to Pakistan, 
China remained the top importer of the country 
during the first five months of current financial year 
(2019-20), followed by United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
and Singapore. During the month of November, 
2019, the total imports from China witnessed 
negative growth of 5.49 percent during the period 
under review as compared to the imports of US $ 
4259.085 million of last financial year, according 
to the data issued by State Bank of Pakistan (SBP).

This was followed by UAE, where from Pakistan 
imported goods worth US $ 3070.454 million 
against the imports of US $ 4300.905 million last 

year, showing decline of 28.60 percent.
Singapore was at third top country from where 

Pakistan imported products worth US $ 917.708 
million against the imports of US $ 771.262 million 
last year, showing the decrease of 48.18 percent, 
SBP data revealed.

During first month of current financial year, 
among other countries, Pakistan’s imports from 
Qatar stood at US $ 794.654 million against US $ 
786.815 million during last year, showing nominal 
increase of 0.99 percent while the imports from 
United State of America (USA) were recorded at 
US $ 729.167 million against US $ 747.560 mil-
lion last year, showing decrease of 2.46 percent, 

the data revealed. The imports from Saudi Arabia 
were recorded at US $ 622.855 million against. US 
$1309.231 million whereas the imports from Japan 
were recorded at US $ 519.089 million against US 
$ 680.868 million last year.

During the period under review, the imports from 
Indonesia were recorded at US $ 425.935 million 
against US $ 495.532 million whereas the imports 
from Kuwait stood at 422.371 million against US $ 
484.566 million. Pakistan’s imports from Malaysia 
were recorded at US $ 392.199 million against 
US $ 443.824 million where as the imports from 
Germany stood at US $ 389.059 million against US 
$ 452.929 million, the data revealed.

OPEN MARKET FOREX RATES

Currency Buying Selling

Australian Dollar 106 108

Bahrain Dinar 408 410

Canadian Dollar 117.5 119.5

China Yuan 22.35 22.5

Danish Krone 22.8 23.1

 Euro 170.5 172.5

Hong Kong Dollar 19.85 20.1

Indian Rupee 2.13 2.2

Japanese Yen 1.41 1.44

Kuwaiti Dinar 508 510.5

Malaysian Ringgit 37.85 38.2

NewZealand $ 102 102.7

Norwegians Krone 17.25 17.5

Omani Riyal 401 403

Qatari Riyal 42.3 42.65

 Saudi Riyal 41 41.4

Singapore Dollar 113 115.25

 Swedish Korona 16.35 16.6

Swiss Franc 159.35 160.25

 Thai Baht 5 5.1

U.A.E Dirham 42 42.4

 UK Pound Sterling 201 204

US Dollar 154.5 155.2
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Indian moves to spin IOK’s 
situation out of control: FM 
Qureshi says Afghan Taliban willing for reduction in violence

UNITED NATIONS

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi said after 
meeting UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres that the repres-
sive measures taken by India after 
annexing Kashmir in August last 
year have caused heightened ten-
sions and are threatening interna-
tional peace and security in South 
Asia.

The situation is very delicate and 
could spin out of control, he told 
reporters at UN Headquarters in 
New York. The foreign minister 
spoke a couple of hours after the 
Security Council discussed the 
grave situation in Indian Occupied 
Kashmir for the second time in 
five months.

Pakistan, he said, was gratified 
that the 15-member Council has 
once again considered the Jammu 
and Kashmir situation.

He reiterated the importance 
of maintaining peace and stabil-

ity in South Asia through political 
dialogue, diplomatic solutions and 
respect for human rights.

“It also reaffirms that Jammu 
and Kashmir is an internationally 
recognized dispute, (its) final dis-
position must be done in accord-
ance with relevant UN Security 
Council resolutions and the aspi-
ration of the Kashmiri people,” he 
added.

Replying to a question, Qureshi 
said it is India — not Pakistan that 
has refused talks. Pakistan has 
never shied away from a bilateral 
engagement, but unfortunately 
the Indians are not prepared to 
engage, he said, noting that as 
soon as Pakistani Prime Minister 
Imran Khan came to power in 
August 2018, he made overtures 
to India which were unfortunately 
rebuffed.

During his press talk, Qureshi 
said he had written letters to the 
secretary-general and the coun-

cil president voicing Pakistan’s 
concerns over India’s threatening 
moves and demanding action to 
resolve the decades-old Kashmir 
dispute.

Responding to a question, he 
said that as Kashmir is on the 
agenda of the Security Council, it 
cannot just wish away the issue 
that is alive and serious.

“The UN’s position is very clear,” 
the foreign minister said, citing the 
secretary-general’s statement of 
August 8. Guterres had then said, 
â€œthe position of the United 
Nations on this region is gov-
erned by the Charter of the United 
Nations and applicable Security 
Council resolutions.

After his talks with the UN chief, 
the foreign minister also held 
meetings with the President of 
the UN General Assembly, Tijjani 
Muhammad-Bande of Nigeria 
and the President of the Security 
Council for the month of January, 

Dang Dinh Quy of Vietnam , that 
focused mainly on the situation 
in Kashmir.

At the end of his whirlwind 
visit to New York, he left for 
Washington to continue his mis-
sion aimed at easing tensions be-
tween the U.S. and Iran.

“It will be a partner for peace.,” 
the Foreign minister said, adding, 
“To defuse tensions and promote 
peace, I visited Tehran and Riyadh 
earlier this week and will visit 
Washington tomorrow.”

Meanwhile, in a video message 
on Thursday Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi said that Afghan Taliban 
have expressed willingness for 
reduction in violence.

He said this is a step toward 
peace agreement in Afghanistan. 
The Foreign Minister said talks be-
tween the United States and the 
Taliban had been continuing for 
some time and Pakistan desired 
some progress in the talks. 

Pakistan has 
never shied away 

from a bilateral 
engagement, but 

unfortunately 
the Indians are 

not prepared 
to engage: FM 

Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi

Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Iformation and Broadcasting, Dr Firdous Ashiq Awan in a group photo with performers at an event 

arranged by the Chinese Embassy in connection with the upcoming Spring Festival, which is celebrated to mark the begining of the new Chinese 

lunar year. Photo: PID

Govt takes concrete measures 
to strengthen DMA: Zartaj

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

In order to enhance the capacity of 
flood departments, Minister of State for 
Climate Change Zartaj Gul Thursday as-
sured that Incumbent government was 
taking concrete measure to strengthen 
Disaster Management Authority in fu-
ture for coping with impending disaster 
risks and better disaster management.

Zartaj Gul talking to private news chan-
nel, reiterated the resolve of his govern-
ment to leave no stone unturned and 
take all possible measures to mitigate 
the suffering caused to the people af-
fected by the recent snow-rain victims 
in the country.

Effective Disaster Management is im-
perative to combat future challenges 
caused by climate change however, short 
term policies are useless. She said the 
government has directed the concerned 
authorities to remain vigilant to counter 
any emergency situation due to extreme 
weather conditions.

We have witnessed the unprecedented 
cold and hot weathers this year, she said, 
adding, Pakistan has been facing extreme 
rainfall, summers and winters for the last 
one decade. The global climate is chang-
ing dramatically and Pakistan is one of 
the most vulnerable countries, as far as 
climate change is concerned, she added. 
She regretted that unfortunately, the pre-
vious governments did not pay attention 
to the changing weather patterns and 
not equipped with latest technology to 
counter disasters. She also expressed 
grief and sorrow over loss of lives due 
to heavy rain and snow in different parts 
of the area.

It is unfortunate that people lost their 
lives due to harsh weather in the coun-
try, she added. Rescuing the people af-
fected by the extreme cold is the top 
most priority of the government, she 
said. She said the prime minister already 
ordered departments concerned to pro-
vide assistance to affected families on an 
emergency footing.

China welcomes 
US deal, says 
‘core concerns’ 
must be met

BEIJING

China’s government welcomed an in-
terim trade deal with Washington and 
said Thursday the two sides need to 
address each other’s “core concerns.”

The “Phase 1” agreement shows 
Beijing and Washington “can find 
appropriate and effective solutions to 
relevant issues through dialogue,” said 
a foreign ministry spokesman, Geng 
Shuang. China agreed to increase pur-
chases of U.S. exports by $200 billion 
over two years and to stop pressuring 
companies to hand over technology. 
Washington dropped plans for ad-
ditional punitive tariffs on Chinese 
goods in the fight over Beijing’s 
technology ambitions and trade sur-
plus that threatens to depress global 
economic growth.

It is imperative that both parties 
work together, uphold the principles 
of equality and mutual respect, strictly 
abide by the agreement, address each 
other’s core concerns, and work hard 
to implement the Phase 1 agreement, 
Geng said.

Geng gave no details but Beijing 
wants tariffs imposed earlier on most 
of China’s exports to the United States 
to be rolled back, which the deal 
signed Wednesday fails to do. The 
Trump administration says some pen-
alties must remain in place even after 
a final agreement is reached to ensure 
Beijing carries out its promises.

President Donald Trump said earlier 
he planned to fly to Beijing to start a 
second stage of talks, but economists 
say their remaining disputes are so 
complex that an agreement is unlikely 
to be reached until after the U.S. presi-
dential election in November.

World shares subdued after 
signing of China-US trade pact

NEW YORK/SINGAPORE/BANGKOK

Global markets were subdued Thursday 
after the signing of a preliminary China-
U.S. trade agreement that investors hope 
will bring better relations between the 
world’s two biggest economies. After 
Asian markets largely closed higher, 
Germany’s DAX was down 0.1% to 
13,418. The CAC 40 in Paris shed 0.1% to 
6,027, while Britain’s FTSE 100 dropped 
0.4% to 7,609. Wall Street looked set for 
small gains, with the future contracts 
for the S&P 500 and the Dow both ris-
ing 0.3%.

U.S. President Donald Trump and 
China’s chief negotiator, Liu He, signed 
the “Phase 1” deal on Wednesday be-
fore a group of corporate executives 
and reporters at the White House. The 
pact eases some sanctions on China. 
In return, Beijing has agreed to step 
up its purchases of U.S. farm prod-
ucts and other goods. The agreement 
helped propel the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average closed above 29,000 points for 
the first time and the S&P 500 index 
hit its second record high in three days 
Wednesday. The deal done, traders will 
likely shift their attention elsewhere. 
China releases an update on its economic 
growth on Friday. But skepticism over 
the long-term prospects for resolving key 
issues remains, analysts said.

In Asia, earlier, Japan’s Nikkei 225 
added less than 0.1% to close at 
23,933.13, while the Kospi in South 
Korea added 0.8% to 2,248.05. Shares fell 
in China, with the Shanghai Composite 
index giving up 0.5% to 3,074.08. In 
Hong Kong, the Hang Seng picked up 
0.4% to 28,883.04. In Australia, the S&P 
ASX/200 climbed 0.7% to 7,041.80 to a 
fresh new high, on optimism over the 

trade deal.
Although it’s limited in scope, inves-

tors have welcomed the U.S.-China deal 
in hopes that it will prevent a further es-
calation in the 18-month long trade con-
flict that has slowed global growth, hurt 
American manufacturers and weighed 
on the Chinese economy.

Now, Beijing and Washington have to 
deal with more contentious trade issues 
as negotiations move ahead. Punitive tar-
iffs will remain on about $360 billion in 
Chinese goods as talks continue.

“Despite some negative spin-doctoring 
this morning, it’s hard to argue that the 
deal marks a significant step in ending 
the frictions that have cast a dark cloud 
over global economic growth,” Stephen 
Innes of AxiTrader said in a commentary. 
With the “Phase 1” agreement a done 
deal, investors have more reason to focus 
on the rollout of corporate earnings re-

ports over the next few weeks. Earnings 
have been flat to down for the last three 
quarters, and if the fourth quarter meets 
expectations, it should be around the 
same. However, analysts are projecting 
2020 corporate earnings growth in the 
U.S. to jump around 9.5%, which is why 
traders will be listening this earnings 
reporting season for any clues manage-
ment teams give about their business 
prospects in coming months. In other 
trading, benchmark crude oil fell 23 
cents to $57.58 per barrel in electronic 
trading after the International Energy 
Agency said that production from non-
OPEC countries would increase this year 
by more than demand. Brent crude oil, 
the international standard, fell 7 cents to 
$63.93 per barrel.

The dollar rose to 109.98 Japanese yen 
from 109.93 yen on Tuesday. The euro 
strengthened to $1.1165 from $1.1151.

US energy exports to climb 
as China pledges ramp-up 
in purchases

NEW YORK/SINGAPORE/BEIJING

US oil and gas exports should jump 
over the next two years if China fulfils 
its pledges to increase energy pur-
chases under the trade deal between the 
world’s two largest economies signed, 
executives and traders said.

The accord did not specify quantities 
of the products but it commits China, the 
world’s biggest oil importer and second-
largest liquefied natural gas (LNG) im-
porter, to buy $52.4 billion more of US 
energy supplies over the next two years.

US energy executives and analysts 
welcomed the deal after LNG and crude 
exports to China largely dried up last 
year. However, many uncertainties about 
implementing the purchases remain and 
market reaction was mixed with oil trad-
ing lower after the deal signing but rising 
during the Asian morning.

China’s commitments under the deal 

amount to an increase of $18.5 billion 
in 2020 and $33.9 billion in 2021 from 
a baseline of $9.1 billion in 2017. The 
agreement “is a step in the right direc-
tion that will hopefully restore the bur-
geoning US. LNG trade with China,” said 
Jack Fusco, chief executive of Cheniere 
Energy Inc, the largest exporter of US 
LNG. Fusco attended the ceremonial 
signing at the White House.

Despite China’s withdrawal from most 
US LNG purchases last year, US sales to 
other Asian countries, Europe and Latin 
America still drove the US to become the 
world’s third-biggest LNG supplier in 
2019, behind Qatar and Australia. “New 
long-term LNG deals need to be signed, 
on top of incremental short term and 
spot trading, to achieve those ambitious 
numbers” said Li Yao, founder and chief 
executive of SIA Energy, a China-focused 
energy consulting firm.

Joint committee formed to 
explore financial package 
for ML-1: Yao

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

Chinese ambassador to Pakistan Yao Jing 
has said that China and Pakistan had consti-
tuted a joint committee to explore financing 
modalities and find appropriate financial 
package for the mega Main Line (ML-1) 
railway project.

Addressing media persons, the envoy said 
that due to huge financial implication, the 
project was facing little delays however it 
would not further slow down as the com-
mittee would soon finalize appropriate fi-
nancial package to fund the project.

The ML-1 project is part of China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) under which, 
the 1,872 kilometers railway track from 
Peshawar to Karachi would be upgraded 
at an estimated cost of around US $9 billion. 
The Chinese embassy arranged a reception 
for media persons here in connection with 
Chinese Lunar Year.

Yao Jing rejected the rumours of slowing 
down of CPEC project saying that work on 
CPEC projects was being executed accord-
ing to the plan. “In fact there is no mega 
project being executed presently, therefore 
it seems that the project has been slowed 
down,” he said adding there are lot of small 
projects under implementation under CPEC 
across the country, which are not tangible 
though but are very important. He said in 
Gwadar city, five main projects were being 
executed under CPEC including a vocational 
training centre, a 200 beds hospital, water 
desalination plant, and new airport.

In social, health and education sectors, 
he informed the media persons that there 
were 27 projects were being implemented 
under CPEC across the country. The envoy 
pointed out that the CPEC had entered in 
its second stage where social, industrial and 
agriculture sectors would remain areas of 
special focus.

Naval Chief, US envoy discuss 
regional security
ISLAMABAD: US Ambassador to Pakistan Paul W. Jones called on Naval Chief 
Admiral Zafar Mahmood Abbasi in Islamabad on Thursday. Matters pertaining to 
mutual interest, including bilateral maritime cooperation and regional security 
situation, were discussed in the meeting.


