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Modi Govt is at 
war with Muslims 
and using fascist 
Hindutva barbarism

President Dr Arif Alvi

APS martyrs unite nation

Not to allow militant mindset 
to take over country: PM
Prime Minister Imran Khan to attend Global Refugee Forum in Geneva

ISLAMABAD: Children holding placards during candle light prayer in remembrance of APS martyred children, in connection with fifth 

anniversary of the attack on the Army Public School (APS) in Peshawar, in which 144 students and staff were killed on December 16, 2014, 

will be remembered as a ‘day of solidarity’ outside National Press Club in federal  capital. PHOTO: ONLINE 

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD/ MANAMA

Prime Minister Imran Khan vowed that he will not 
allow the militant mindset to take over the country, 
reported Radio Pakistan. In his message, PM Imran 
pledged that the militants will not be allowed to hold 
the nation hostage to its bigoted vision.

The premier said the blood of the innocent united the 
entire nation against all forms of extremism, terrorism, 
violence and hatred. The PM also lauded the sacrifices 
of the armed forces, police and law enforcing agencies 
in the fight against terrorism.

Prime Minister Imran Khan will visit Geneva to at-
tend the two-day session of Global Refugee Forum com-
mencing from from today in Switzerland, confirmed 
spokesperson of PM House on Monday.

PM Imran Khan will arrive in Switzerland on 
December 17 to attend the session of Global Refugee 
Forum being organised in Geneva on December 17-18 
with the collaboration of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the Swiss 
government. The premier will joint president the two-
session which will be attended by the head of states 
of Turkey, Costa Rica, Ethiopia, Germany, the spokes-
person said.

The premier will discuss hosting Afghan refugees by 
Pakistan for 40 years and also highlight the state’s ex-
perience besides elaborating efforts and recommenda-

tions to the head of states.
During his stay in Geneva, PM Khan will also meet 

global leaders and officials of the United Nations (UN) 
on the sidelines of the international refugee forum. He 
will also attend a luncheon with UN Secretary-General 
António Guterres. Moreover,Prime Minister Imran Khan 
on Monday met United States Senator Lindsey Graham 
in Islamabad to discuss bilateral relations between the 
two countries.

Later, King of Bahrain Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa 
Monday conferred upon Prime Minister Imran Khan 
the highest Civil Award of Bahrain in a ceremony held 
here in Manama.

Earlier, King of Bahrain received the prime minis-
ter upon his arrival at the Sakhir Palace, said a press 
release. The prime minister also participated in the 
National Day celebrations of Bahrain as ‘Guest of 
Honor’.

The prime minister is visiting the Kingdom of Bahrain 
on the invitation of King Hamad Bin Isa Al-Khalifa to 
attend the National Day of Bahrain as a guest of honour.

Prime Minister Imran Khan met with Crown Prince 
Salman Bin Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa. Upon arrival, the 
PM Khan was accorded Guard of Honor. Matters per-
taining to bilateral issues and regional security were 
discussed during the meeting, said a press release. This 
is PM Khan’s first visit to Bahrain since assuming office 
in August last year.

King of Bahrain His Majesty Hamad Bin Isa 

Al Khalifa confers the highest Civil Award of 

Bahrain upon PM Imran Khan at Manama on 

Monday. Photo: PID

COAS Bajwa pays 
rich tributes to 
APS martyrs
US Senator Graham, COAS discuss 
regional security

RAWALPINDI

Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa 
on Monday paid rich tributes to the martyrs of Army 
Public School (APS) Peshawar and their brave par-
ents. APS carnage will never be forgotten. Five of the 
involved terrorists have been hanged through military 
courts.

Salute to martyrs and their families, said General 
Bajwa, in his message on the eve to mark 5th anni-
versary of APS martyrs, released by DG Inter Services 
Public Relations (ISPR) through his official twitter 
handle.

We have come a long way in failing terrorism as a 
nation. United we move towards lasting peace and 
prosperity of Pakistan. It is pertinent to mention here 
that the 5th anniversary of the callous terrorist attack 
on the Army Public School Peshawar that left around 
150 people, including children and teachers, dead ob-
served on Monday.

Meanwhile, the US senator Lindsey Graham has met 
Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa 
at General Headquarters (GHQ), said the Director-
General Inter-Services Public Relations (DG-ISPR) 
on Monday. Lindsey Graham and General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa discussed the reconciliation process of 
Afghanistan. The visiting dignitary acknowledged 
Pakistan’s efforts towards regional peace and stabil-
ity, said DG-ISPR in a Twitter message.

US senator Lindsey Graham has met Chief 

of Army Staff General Qamar Javed Bajwa at 

General Headquarters. 

WB to provide 
additional financing 
for Dasu dam

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

The World Bank will extend $ 700 million ad-
ditional financing for transmission line for Dasu 
Hydropower Project. The World Bank Country 
Director, Patchamuthu Illangovan has conveyed the 
decision in a letter to the Secretary Ministry of Water 
Resources, sources said.

The World Bank plans to appraise the project from 
December 12, 2019 and to negotiate the matter in 
the last week of January 2020.

The project’s PC-1 has already been approved. 
The World Bank appreciated the stakeholders for 
extending support to get approval for the revised 
land rates and compensation for the Dasu land ac-
quisition, which was approved by the federal cabinet 
on October 29, 2019.

Dasu Hydropower Project is run of the river project 
with total installed capacity of 4,320MW, comprising 
two phases of 2160 MW each. The project is being 
constructed on the Indus River, 74 kilometres down-
stream of Bhasha Dam site in district Kohistan in KP. 
The overall cost of Dasu Hydropower Project (stage-
1) has reached to Rs 510.980 billion.

Nation 
remembers 
APS martyrs 
on fifth 
anniversary

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
PESHAWAR

The fifth anniversary of the 
callous terrorist attack on the 
Army Public School Peshawar 
that left around 150 people 
martyred is being observed 
on Monday . On this day in 
2014, more than 150 people, 
including 134 children and 
staff members lost their lives 
in a blatant act of terrorism in 
Army Public School Peshawar.

After this tragic incident, the 
government chalked out the 
National Action Plan (NAP) to 
eliminate terrorism from the 
country. A number of activi-
ties and functions will be held 
across the country to remem-
ber the sacrifices of innocent 
children. A special function 
has also been arranged in 
Army Public School Peshawar 
tomorrow to pay homage to 
the martyred students and 
teachers of the school.

Global Markets

Stocks rise as investors cheer US-
China trade deal

LONDON/NEW YORK/SHANGHAI

World stock markets rose on Monday, trad-
ing a notch below a record high hit last 
week on the back of a preliminary trade 
deal agreed between the United States 
and China. European shares built on the 
previous week’s gains at the open. In early 
deals, the pan-European STOXX 600 index 
was up by 1 per cent and hit a record high. 
Germany’s DAX rose 0.5 per cent. Britain’s 
FTSE 100 index was up 1.14 per cent, mov-
ing in tandem with the pound which rose 
0.4 per cent.

US stock futures also pointed to stronger 
gains to start the week, with the S&P 
500 e-minis up 0.3 per cent. US Trade 
Representative Robert Lighthizer said on 
Sunday a deal was totally done, notwith-
standing some needed revisions, and 
would nearly double US exports to China 
over the next two years. The phase one 
agreement suspended a threatened round 

of US tariffs on a $160 billion list of Chinese 
imports that was scheduled to take effect 
on Sunday.

The United States also agreed to halve the 
tariff rate, to 7.5 per cent, on $120 billion 
worth of Chinese goods. The 17-month-old 

trade dispute between the world’s two larg-
est economies has roiled financial markets 
and taken a toll on world economic growth. 
German private sector activity shrank for 
the fourth month running in December as a 
downturn in manufacturing offset services 

sector growth in Europe’s largest economy, 
a survey showed, although it was taken be-
fore news of the trade deal.

French business grew at a steady pace 
in December despite a nationwide strike 
against pension reform, although activity in 
the manufacturing sector came unexpect-
edly close to stagnating.

Positive sentiment helped push MSCI’s 
All Country World Index up 0.15 per cent. 
The index, which tracks stocks across 47 
countries, hit an all-time high on Friday 
when the trade deal was agreed.

We may have reached the point of ‘peak 
tariffs’ and this deal could be the start of 
a series of phased rollbacks, which could 
unlock further upside for equity markets, 
driven by an improvement in business 
confidence and a recovery in investment, 
said Mark Haefele, chief investment officer, 
UBS Global Wealth Management in a note 
to clients.

China-US trade deal bullish 
news for world: Chinese FM

LJUBLJANA

Chinese State Councilor and Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi said that the China-US 
deal on the text of a phase-one economic 
and trade agreement serves as bullish 
news for both countries and the rest of the 
world. Speaking at a joint press conference 
with Slovenian Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Miro Cerar, Wang 
said China has, as always, been opposed 
to settling economic and trade disputes by 
imposing tariffs as there is no winner in a 
trade war.

China has also rejected the use of uni-
lateral pressure as it violates the rules of 
the World Trade Organization (WTO), 
said Wang. He pointed out that following 
rounds of back-and-forth negotiations, 
China and the United States have agreed 
on the wording of a phase-one economic 
and trade agreement, and the US side has 
promised to phase out additional tariffs on 
Chinese products.

The agreement demonstrates the spirit of 
mutual respect and is the outcome of con-
sultation on equal basis, which addresses 
concerns of both sides, he said. The agree-
ment meets the intrinsic requirements of 

high-quality economic development of 
China and the common aspiration of the 
international community, and serves the 
common interests of both peoples, he said.

The agreement is conducive to gradually 
bringing China-US economic and trade re-
lations back onto the track of normal de-
velopment, injecting confidence into the 
downward world economy and enhancing 
stability of the global trade order, he said. 
The current China-US relations still face 
many issues which call for attention and 
careful handling, Wang said, voicing hope 
that the United States will make concerted 
efforts with China to effectively manage 
differences and expand mutually beneficial 
cooperation so as to push forward with the 
China-US relations featuring coordination, 
cooperation and stability.

The deal is neither targeting nor harm-
ing a third party but bullish news for all 
countries of the world. China-US trade 
cooperation will be based on WTO rules 
and Chinese enterprises will import more 
competitive products and services from 
the United States and other countries ac-
cording to the marketing and commercial 
principles, he said.



Climate Change Technologies

Technologies that we use to address climate 
change are known as climate technologies. 
Climate technologies that help us reduce 
greenhouse gases include renewable ener-
gies such as wind energy, solar power and 

hydropower. To adapt to the adverse effects of climate 
change, we use climate technologies such as drought-
resistant crops, early warning systems and sea walls. 
There are also ‘soft’ climate technologies, such as energy-
efficient practices or training for using equipment.

According to United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change, developing and transferring tech-
nologies to support national action on climate change 
has been an essential element from the beginning of the 
UNFCCC process. In 1992, when countries established 
the Convention, they included specific provisions on 
technology with the aim of achieving the ultimate objec-
tive of the Convention. The Convention notes that all par-
ties shall promote and cooperate in the development and 
transfer of technologies that reduce emissions of GHGs. 
It also urges developed country parties to take all prac-
ticable steps to promote, facilitate and finance the trans-
fer of, or access to, climate technologies to other parties, 
particularly to developing countries. Furthermore, the 
Convention states that the extent to which developing 
country parties will effectively implement their commit-
ments will depend on the effective implementation by 

developed country parties of their commitments under 
the Convention related to financial resources and trans-
fer of technology. Over the years, technology develop-
ment and transfer with regard to adaptation has received 
increasing attention. The Paris Agreement speaks of the 
vision of fully realizing technology development and 
transfer for both improving resilience to climate change 
and reducing GHG emissions. It establishes a technol-
ogy framework to provide overarching guidance to the 
Technology Mechanism.

In 2010 the Conference of Parties established the tech-
nology mechanism with the objective of accelerating and 
enhancing climate technology development and trans-
fer. It consists of two complementary bodies that work 
together, the Technology Executive Committee and the 
Climate Technology Centre and Network. The mecha-
nism will also serve the Paris Agreement.

The TEC is the Technology Mechanism’s policy arm and 
analyses policy issues and provides recommendations 
to support countries in enhancing climate technology 
efforts. The TEC is an executive committee consisting 
of 20 technology experts representing both developing 
and developed countries. The TEC meets multiple times 
a year and holds climate technology events that support 
efforts to address key technology policy issues.

The Climate Technology Centre and Network is the 
mechanism’s implementation arm and it supports coun-
tries to enhance the implementation of climate technol-
ogy projects and programmes. It has three core services: 
providing technical assistance to developing countries; 
creating access to knowledge on climate technologies; 
and fostering collaboration among climate technology 
stakeholders. The CTCN is hosted by the United Nations 
Environmental Programme, in collaboration with the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization, 

and is supported by 11 partner institutions with ex-
pertise in climate technologies. The Centre facilitates a 
network of national, regional, sectoral and international 
technology centers, networks, organizations and private 
sector entities. More than 150 Parties have submitted 
their national designated entities for climate technol-
ogy and transfer, which are also part of the network. 
Developing country Parties may submit requests for 
technical assistance to the CTCN through their NDEs.

The technology framework will provide overarching 
guidance to the work of the Technology Mechanism in 
promoting and facilitating enhanced action on technol-
ogy development and transfer in order to support the 
implementation of this Agreement.

Understanding our climate technology needs is the 
starting point for effective action on climate change. 
By understanding these needs we can determine how 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to the 
adverse impacts of climate change. To determine their 
climate technology priorities, countries undertake tech-
nology needs assessments. A TNA supports national 
sustainable development, builds national capacity and 
facilitates the implementation of prioritized climate 
technologies. Since 2001, more than 85 developing 
countries have undertaken TNAs to identify their tech-
nology needs for mitigation and adaptation. Since 2010, 
as part of their TNAs, developing countries have also 
developed technology action plans, which are concrete 
action plans for the implementation of their prioritized 
technology needs.

Today in Hist    ry

Google Maps cover 98% 
inhabited Earth

NEW YORK

Google officially announced that it has im-
aged over 10 million miles of roads, which 
is distance enough to circle the globe 400 
times, and paths in Street View. Additionally, 
Google Earth has now imaged over 36 
square miles of the earth’s surface, which 
covers 98 percent of the inhabited world. 
Google makes its mapping products more 
informative and immersive with the use 
of imagery, and now the tech giant is giv-
ing us a deeper look into its map-making 
process. The company added in a blog post: 
“While these stunning photos show us parts 
of the world we may never get a chance to 
visit, they also help Google Maps accurately 
model a world that is changing each day,” 
the post reads. Google also shared more 
information about how exactly all these 
images are captured, and made sure to re-
mind everyone that it’s “no small task.” In 
fact, Google’s image-gathering process can 
take up to several weeks. Many know that 
the company uses Street View cars, each of 
which carries nine high-definition cameras 
that are “athermal, meaning that they’re 
designed to handle extreme temperatures 

without changing focus.” But in addition to 
the high-tech cars, Google also uses Street 
View trekkers, or backpacks that collect 
photos and videos from harder to access 
places. When cars can’t be used to capture 
certain images, trekkers are put on boats, 
sheep, camels, scout troops, and more to get 
the job done. “In 2019 alone, Street View 
images from the Google Maps community 
have helped us assign addresses to nearly 
seven million buildings in previously under-
mapped places like Armenia, Bermuda, 
Lebanon, Myanmar, Tonga, Zanzibar and 
Zimbabwe,” the post says.
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APS tragedy

T he nation observed the fifth anniversary of Army Public School trag-
edy on Monday with the pledge that nefarious designs of the enemies 
will never be allowed to succeed. On this day in 2014, more than 150 
people, including 134 children and staff members lost their lives in 
a blatant act of terrorism in Army Public School Peshawar. All the 

attackers were killed in battle with security forces on the day. Five years are gone 
yet it seems like yesterday and the people have not forgotten the nightmare that 
was unfolded on this day in 2014. A number of activities and functions were held 
across the country to remember the sacrifices of the innocent children. These 
martyrs are our national heroes and their sacrifices have made Pakistan safer 
for the future generations. The nation is still in a state of shock and grief over the 
brazen attack in which innocent schoolchildren were targeted. The attack united 
the nation in its fight against terrorism and in a course of five years the terror-
ism has been eliminated from the country. The extremism and terrorism are the 
enemies of peace and human development. Those who facilitate and sponsor the 
scourge of terrorism commit crimes against humanity. Pakistan is fighting back 
against the forces that not just commit but also aid and abet terrorism. Military 
courts were established through constitutional amendment in the aftermath of 
the APS attack in December 2014 and the terrorists convicted of aiding and abet-
ting the militants who carried out the attack have been hanged.  The brazenness 
of the APS massacre united all the political parties and military leadership of the 
country to unanimously condemn the attack and make the National Action Plan 
to eradicate terrorism. The government should take on challenge to dismantling 
terror networks, detaining and trying jihadi leaders, disrupting terror financing 
and ending radicalization through hate speech and literature. The three basic 
bodies of law need to be modernized and police capacity to enforce them should 
be enhanced. On this occasion, we should also not forget the great sacrifices 
rendered by the armed forces, police and law enforcing agencies. Pakistan has 
sacrificed more than 70,000 precious lives in the fight against terrorism; there-
fore, the world powers should recognize Pakistan’s sacrifices and support it in 
its efforts to make this world a cradle of peace instead of creating hurdles in 
getting it financially strong.

Police reforms
T he Police Order 2002 places a statutory obligation on the Police to 

function as an instrument of rule of law, in fulfilment of fundamental 
rights and democratic aspirations of the people. The Police Order 
2002 seeks to improve professionalism, efficiency, integrity and ac-
countability of Police. The present government is taking a number 

of measures to bring reforms in the policing system to make it a public friendly 
force.  The Islamabad police have decided to arrange body worn cameras for 
personnel deputed at police check posts. Footage from these cameras will be con-
nected to the Safe City system and will be used as evidence in court. Body worn 
cameras, or body cameras, are a part of policing equipment in many developed 
countries. They are used to record events involving police or law enforcement of-
ficials, worn on the torso of the body of the official’s uniform. Assistant Inspector 
General of Police Operations AIG Sardar Ghias Gul told that it had been decided 
to upgrade the Islamabad police and bring the force up to international standard. 
This initiative will help address the complaints from people about police officials 
misbehaving with them at check posts. It will become possible to have live cover-
age of incidents and those videos will also be used as evidence. Because of GPS, it 
will also become possible to check the location of officials and get live coverage 
of mobs so that appropriate arrangements can be made in advance. The use 
of body cameras by police officers results in transparency and accountability, 
which elevates law enforcement legitimacy. The recorded footage maintains an 
objective record of officer-community interactions by providing documentation 
for confirming the nature of events.  

SAIMA ZAMAN

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Jennifer, Reese trolled for $20m salary
NEW YORK

Jennifer Aniston and Reese 
Witherspoon after their banging 
return on small-screens with The 
Morning Show faced immense 
criticism for the hefty salaries they 
are taking home from the show. 
Defending their $2 million pay-
check per episode, the 43-year-old 
Legally Blonde star questioned why 
the sum was difficult to digest as 
they were getting paid for a reason.

“There seemed to be a resent-
ment, as if we weren’t worth 
it or it was bothersome, and I 
thought, ‘Why is that bother-
some?’,” she told The Hollywood 
Reporter.

“I guarantee these companies 
are real smart, and if they agree 
to pay us, they’re doing it for a 
reason. They probably had a lot 
of lawyers and a lot of business 
people decide on that number 
because they knew that they 
were going to make more than 
that back,” she added. “Does it 
bother people when Kobe Bryant 
or LeBron James make their con-
tract?,” she said further.

The Wright brothers – Orville (August 
19, 1871 – January 30, 1948) and Wilbur 
(April 16, 1867 – May 30, 1912) – were 
two American aviation pioneers generally 
credited with inventing, building, and fly-
ing the world’s first successful airplane. 
They made the first controlled, sustained 
flight of a powered, heavier-than-air air-
craft with the Wright Flyer on December 
17, 1903, four miles south of Kitty Hawk, 
North Carolina. In 1904–05, the broth-
ers developed their flying machine into 
the first practical fixed-wing aircraft, the 
Wright Flyer III. Although not the first to 
build experimental aircraft, the Wright 
brothers were the first to invent aircraft 
controls that made fixed-wing powered 
flight possible.

The brothers’ breakthrough was their 
creation of a three-axis control system, 
which enabled the pilot to steer the air-
craft effectively and to maintain its equi-
librium. This method remains standard 
on fixed-wing aircraft of all kinds. From 
the beginning of their aeronautical work, 
the Wright brothers focused on develop-
ing a reliable method of pilot control as 
the key to solving “the flying problem”. 
This approach differed significantly from 
other experimenters of the time who put 
more emphasis on developing powerful 
engines.

Gilead’s NASH 
combination treatment fails

CALIFORNIA

Gilead Sciences Inc said on Monday all combinations of its three 
drugs to treat NASH were unsuccessful in a mid-stage study, 
the latest failure in a string of trials seeking to develop the first 
approved treatment for the fatty liver disease.

NASH, or non-alcoholic steatohepatitis, is a fatty liver disease 
related to obesity that affects about 5% of the global population 
and is poised to become the leading cause of liver transplants.

Gilead’s study tested three experimental drugs selonsertib, 
cilofexor and firsocostat, that all work on different mechanisms.

The trial failed its main goal of recording a statistically significant 
increase in the proportion of patients that achieved improvement 
in fibrosis, or building up of scar tissue in the liver, without the 
worsening of NASH. However, the company said some improve-
ments were seen in multiple measures of fibrosis and liver func-

tion in patients with advanced fibrosis treated with a combination 
of firsocostat and cilofexor, compared with placebo.

Given Gilead’s past failures in NASH, expectations were low for 
the trial, Oppenheimer & Co analyst Hartaj Singh said prior to 
the data. People have started to realize that NASH is a very com-
plicated disease,” said Singh. I’ve talked to a lot of people about 
Gilead over the last few months. Almost nobody asks me about 
Gilead’s NASH programs anymore, Singh said.

With no approved treatments, rivals such as Cymabay 
Therapeutics and Intercept Pharmaceuticals Inc are racing to 
get a chunk of the market for NASH treatments, which by some 
estimates is expected to reach $20 billion by 2025. Gilead said 
the three experimental drugs were generally well tolerated by 
patients as monotherapies and in dual combination regimens 
in the trial.

Writer is the Assistant Editor ‘Mélange int’l 
Magazine’, ‘The Asian Telegraph’ & Project 

Coordinator (COPAIR); a degree holder in communi-
cation & media sciences.

Wright brothers first successful airplane flight



Tuesday, December 17, 2019

www.theasiantelegraph.net

Scarlett flashes gorgeous 
engagement ring

NEW YORK

Scarlett Johansson has made it to the headlines 
yet again after she stepped outside revealing her 
gigantic ring post her engagement to the ‘love of 
her life’ Colin Jost. The Black Widow actor, who 
always manages to steal the limelight, is on a 
high in her personal life these days, as she took 
the SNL audience by surprise after unveiling that 
she now cannot wait to tie the knot.

The actor was all smiles as she headed to 
the Saturday Night Live after party with fiancé 
Colin Jost on Saturday. She made heads turn and 
stole the show, flashing her gorgeous, gigantic 
diamond ring on her left hand.  The champagne-
coloured diamond ring reportedly costs some-
where between $350,000 and $400,000, and 
comes in at a whopping 11 carats according to 
Town & Country.

The uniquely cut ring is abstractly set on a dark 
copper coloured band, and is widely believed to 
be a work of famed jewelry designer James de 
Givenchy. Fans got to know that Jost popped the 
question to Johansson in May, after two years of 
dating. Scarlett even showed off the ring on her 
Instagram feed, a few months ago.

About the proposal she revealed to Ellen, It was 
surprising, he’s got a lot behind that news desk 
he’s hiding,” she spilled, referencing his popular 
“Weekend Update” segment. “He’s very charming 
and thoughtful and romantic.

Angelina furious on Alia’s 
introduction with kids

NEW YORK

 Several reports suggesting Brad Pitt has intro-
duced his rumoured ladylove Alia Shawkat to his 
and Angelina Jolie’s kids are doing the rounds on 
social media. A tabloid has claimed Jolie is fum-
ing after her ex-husband Brad Pitt introduced 
his rumoured love interest Alia Shawkat to their 
kids, weeks after the two fueled linkup rumours 
with their frequent outings together.

An alleged insider said Pitt’s brood “really like” 
the Arrested Development actress, but Jolie “hit 
the roof when she heard about Alia being intro-
duced to her children.” The anonymous source 
adds, “She’s extremely protective over them, 
and no woman will ever be good enough to play 
stepmom in her eyes – especially so soon. She’s 
furious!”

The outlet went as far as to claim that Pitt’s 
children met Shawkat months ago, back when he 
was still getting to know her. As the story goes, 
the actress has started spending more time with 
them since. “They all love Alia, especially Shiloh, 
who’s been raving about how cool and quirky 
she is,” says the supposed source. “The two of 
them share the same dry senes of humor. And 
Zahara loves Alia’s style. They’re even plan-
ning a girls’ shopping trip to vintage boutiques 
together.”

The report and its claims have found out to be 
untrue, as revealed by Gossip Cop. A few days 
ago, Brad Pitt himself cleared all the air regard-
ing seeing Shawkat, stating that the two are not 
romantically involved. “I don’t know how many 
women they’ve said I’ve been dating the last two 
or three years, and none of it’s true,” he said. 
Even Pitt’s representative, when approached, 
maintained that the actor is in fact not ‘dating 
anyone’ as of now.

China poised to meet 
economic targets for 
2019

BEIJING

China has the confidence to meet 
growth targets in 2019 and march 
on the course it has mapped out for 
long-term development.
Readings of major economic ba-
rometers released by the National 
Bureau of Statistics (NBS) Monday 
showed faster growth in industrial 
output, services and market sales in 
November, with value-added indus-
trial output expanding 6.2 percent 
year on year, up from 4.7 percent 
registered in October.
The production index of China’s ser-
vice sector increased by 6.8 percent, 
while retail sales of consumer goods 
rose 8 percent last month, both 
higher than October levels.
China’s economy in November 
continued with overall stability with 
signs of improvement, showing re-
silience and potential despite exter-
nal uncertainties, NBS spokesman 
Fu Linghui told a press conference.
Online retail sales contributed to 
overall retail sales of consumer 
goods in November, said Fu, when 
the country’s annual Singles’ Day 
shopping bonanza saw e-commerce 
giants besting their sales records. 
Consumption will continue to be 
buoyed by stable employment, said 
Fu.
The surveyed urban unemployment 
rate nationwide stood at 5.1 percent 
last month, unchanged from the rate 
in October.
A total of 12.79 million new urban 
jobs were created in the first 11 
months, exceeding this year’s target 
of creating over 11 million urban 
jobs, according to the bureau.

1st T20I

Pakistan, England Women’s set to 
lock horns today

KUALA LUMPUR

 After conclusion of the ICC Women’s 
Championship ODI series, the focus has 
now shifted to the shorter format of the 
game with Pakistan and England women 
locking horns in three T20Is at Kinrara 
Oval in Malaysia from today (Tuesday).

With the ICC Women’s T20 World 
Cup 2020 in Australia just two months 
away, the series provides both the 
teams an opportunity to iron out their 
permutations and combinations, said 
the information made available by 
the Pakistan Cricket Board here on 
Monday.

After having won the ODI series 
comprehensively, England will enter 
the series with their tails up. Despite 
having lost a three-match T20I series 

at home against Australia Women 2-1, 
England, ranked second in the ICC 
Women’s T20I rankings, have had an 
impressive 2019 – winning eight of 
the 10 matches. The Heather Knight-
led side registered sweeps over India 
Women and Sri Lanka Women earlier 
in the year, before beating West Indies 

Women 1-0 at home.
Pakistan, having made three changes 

in their squad from the one that played 
the three one-dayers, will hope that the 
change in format also brings a change 
in their fortunes while taking inspira-
tion from their 3-0 series win at home 
against Bangladesh Women in October.

Champions League

Liverpool face Madrid 
in Champions League

MADRID

 Holders Liverpool will return to the 
scene of last season’s Champions 
League triumph after they were 
drawn against Atletico Madrid 
in the last 16 of the competition 
on Monday and Manchester City 
face 13-time winners Real Madrid. 
Jurgen Klopp’s side will travel to 
the Wanda Metropolitano, where 
Liverpool lifted the trophy in June, 
for the first leg of their tie against 
three-time runners-up Atletico. The 
task is going to be difficult because 
we have an opponent that are the 
reigning champions, said Atletico 
director Clemente Villaverde. They 
are the champions, they have all the 
assets to be called the best team in 
Europe. We will have to use all our 
hard work and our experience. We 

know they are not going to make 
it easy.

Pep Guardiola’s City, who are try-
ing to win a first Champions League 
crown, face a tough task against Real, 
the record winners of Europe ś top 
club prize, for a place in the quarter-
finals. The two clubs met in the 2015-
16 semi-finals, the furthest City have 
progressed in the tournament. That tie 
was won 1-0 on aggregate by Madrid. 
It is a difficult one, of course. Real 
Madrid have won 13 times so they are 
the best, City director of football Txiki 
Begiristain told BT Sport. We want to 
be the best so we want to beat them. 
Chelsea face German giants Bayern 
Munich, who boast the competition ś 
leading marksman this season in 
Robert Lewandowski, scorer of 10 
goals in five group stage games.

Int’l Squash Tournament:

Four Pak players advance to quarterfinals
ISLAMABAD

Four Pakistan players – Muhammad Asim 
Khan, Farhan Mehboob, Farhan Zaman and 
Tayyab Aslam advanced to the quarterfinals of 
men’s event of Serena Hotels-Huawei Pakistan 
International Squash Tournament here at Mushaf 
Squash Complex on Monday.

Muhammad Asim Khan Pakistan defeated 
England’s Curtis Malik 3-0 in straight sets, 11-5, 
11-7, 11-9 in 36 minutes, while Farhan Mehboob 
beat compatriot Amaad Fareed 7-11, 11-5, 5-11, 
11-7, 11-5 in 40 minutes exciting contest.

Elsewhere, Farhan Zaman outclassed Mazen 
Gamal of Egypt in a well-fought battle 11-13, 11-9, 
3-11, 11-2, 12-10 in 56 minutes, while Tayyab Aslam 
swatted aside compatriot Noor Zaman 11-8, 13-11, 
11-5 in 25 minutes. Meanwhile, Pakistan women 
players remained unable to move to quarterfinals 
as they conceded defeats in their respective matches.

Men Event: Youssef Ibrahim (Egypt) bt Chi Him 
Wong (Hong Kong) 9-11, 6-11, 11-3, 11-5, 11-4 (41 
Min), Muhammad Asim Khan (Pakistan) bt Curtis 
Malik (England) 11-5, 11-7, 11-9 (36 Min), Farhan 
Mehboob (Pakistan) bt Amaad Fareed (Pakistan) 

7-11, 11-5, 5-11, 11-7, 11-5 (40 Min), Farhan Zaman 
(Pakistan) bt Mazen Gamal (Egypt) 11-13, 11-9, 
3-11, 11-2, 12-10 (56 Min), Tayyab Aslam (Pakistan) 
bt Noor Zaman (Pakistan) 11-8, 13-11, 11-5 (25 
Min), Yahya Elnawasany (Egypt) bt Tsz Kwan Lau 
(Hong Kong) 12-10, 11-8, 8-11, 11-7 (25 Min), 
Rui Soares (Portugal) bt Yannik Omlor (Germany) 
12-10, 11-8, 11-8 (37 Min), Mohamed ElSherbini 
(Egypt) bt Tang Ming Hong (Hong Kong) 11-7, 11-6, 
11-7 (26 Min).

Women Event: Hana Moataz (Egypt) bt Tsz-Wing 
Tong (Hong Kong) 11-9, 6-11, 7-11, 11-5, 11-7 (35 

Min), Farah Momen (Egypt) bt Shahd El Refaey 
(Egypt) 11-9, 10-12, 11-8, 11-4 (33 Min), Waen Li 
Lai (Malaysia) bt Moqaddas Ashraf (Pakistan) 11-3, 
11-7, 11-7 (17 Min), Farida Mohamed (Egypt) bt 
Saima Shaukat (Pakistan) 11-9, 11-2, 11-4 (13 Min), 
Meena Hamed (Egypt) bt Faiza Zafar (Pakistan) 
11-7, 11-9, 11-2 (17 Min), Cindy Merlo (Switzerland) 
bt Anam Mustafa Aziz (Pakistan) 11-1, 11-3, 11-2 
(16 Min), Nadia Pfister (Switzerland) bt Amna 
Fayyaz (Pakistan) 11-4, 11-5, 8-11, 7-11, 11-5 
(33 Min), Sabrina Sobhy (USA) bt Madina Zafar 
(Pakistan) 11-9, 11-4, 11-1 (20 Min).

Bulls lift PSX to 13-month high
KSE-100 index increases 728.29 points to settle at 41,644.88

KARACHI

 The bullish momentum continued at the Pakistan 
Stock Exchange on Monday as the KSE-100 index 
soared to a 13-month high after investors engaged in 
buying exploration and production stocks on news 
that Pakistan had invited Russia to invest in state-
owned oil and gas firms. Late last week, Pakistan 
invited Russia to participate in the divestment of gov-
ernment’s shareholding in Oil and Gas Development 
Company (OGDC) and Pakistan Petroleum Limited 
(PPL) and become a strategic partner by acquiring 
shares. The KSE-100 index soared as soon as trading 
began and maintained the uptrend till the end of the 
session. The trading session also saw the index cross 
the 41,500-point mark and move towards 42,000 
points. Index-heavy sectors including automobile, 
cement and exploration and production posted sub-
stantial gains. At close, the benchmark KSE 100-share 
Index recorded an increase of 728.29 points, or 1.78%, 
to settle at 41,644.88. The market touched a new 13-
month high at 41,699 points during the session with 
the index going up by 782 points. The index closed 
near the day’s high at 41,645 points (+728 points). The 
oil and gas chain remained in the limelight, particularly 
OGDC and PPL, which traded near and at their upper 
circuits respectively. Oil and gas marketing companies 
were traded the most with 86.7 million shares chang-
ing hands in the sector, mainly contributed by Hascol, 
which saw volume of 53.3 million. It was followed by 
banks (44.2 million) and cement sector (32.6 mil-
lion). Among individual stocks, Unity Foods and Sui 

Southern Gas Company followed Hascol with trading 
in 31.4 million and 16.1 million shares respectively, the 
report added. The equities closed on a positive note 
as the benchmark KSE-100 index gained 728 points 
and reached 41,645. The market posted further gains, 
led by the oil and gas sector, on the back of news that 
Pakistan had offered Russia to participate in the divest-
ment of government’s shareholding in the country’s 
largest state-run oil and gas explorers – OGDC and PPL 
– and become a strategic partner by acquiring shares.

However, we believe the trend could remain bullish 
in the medium to long term on the back of continued 
improvements in macro indicators. Hence, profit-
taking is likely to continue in the short term. Overall, 

trading volumes increased to 357.8 million shares 
compared with Friday’s tally of 270.7 million. The 
value of shares traded during the day was Rs14 billion.

Shares of 391 companies were traded. At the end of 
the day, 276 stocks closed higher, 96 declined and 19 
remained unchanged. Hascol (R) was the volume leader 
with 53.3 million shares, gaining Re1 to close at Rs13.66. 
It was followed by Unity Foods with 31.4 million shares, 
gaining Rs0.45 to close at Rs15.81 and Sui Southern Gas 
Company with 16.1 million shares, gaining Rs1.13 to 
close at Rs24.36. Foreign institutional investors were 
net sellers of Rs329.9 million worth of shares during 
the trading session, according to data compiled by the 
National Clearing Company of Pakistan.

Qatar announces 
$58bn 2020 
budget

DUBAI

Qatar announced a budget of 210.5 
billion Qatar riyals ($57.83 billion) 
on Monday, a 1.9% increase in ex-
penditure when compared to 2019, 
the ministry of finance said. The Gulf 

Arab country expects a surplus of 500 
million riyals next year compared to a 
surplus of 4.4 billion riyals this year, a 
ministry statement said.

Mideast stocks:

Banks boost Saudi market as Aramco continues rally
RIYADH

Saudi Arabia’s stock market rose on 
Monday, led by banking shares and 
Aramco, as the oil giant climbed for 
the fourth straight day since listing. 
Most other major Gulf bourses 
were also higher. Riyadh’s bench-
mark index increased 1.1%, with 
Al Rajhi Bank and Arab National 
Bank gaining 1.9% and 3.3%, re-
spectively. Saudi Aramco closed 
up 1.6% at 38 riyals. The state-
owned firm will join the Tadawul 

index and global benchmarks such 
as MSCI and FTSE this week, likely 
leading to “passive” inflows from 
investors who track such indexes.

Aramco listed 1.5% of its shares at 32 
riyals ($8.53) on the kingdom’s Tadawul 
exchange on Dec. 11 in the world’s larg-
est initial public offering (IPO). Initially 
priced at $1.7 trillion, the company’s 
valuation has risen to $2 trillion, a level 
long sought by Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman. Aramco con-
tributed almost half of the turnover 

on the market on Monday, with 87.5 
million shares worth about 3.3 billion 
riyals ($880 million) changing hands. 
The Saudi market’s total turnover stood 
at 6.8 billion riyals, Refinitiv data showed. 
Elsewhere, Saudi Arabia Fertilizers was 
up 0.8% after its board proposed a 1.5 
riyals per share dividend for the second 
half of 2019.

Dubai’s index added 0.3%, led by a 
1.6% rise in Emirates NBD and a 2.7% 
increase in Air Arabia. The Abu Dhabi 
index edged up 0.2%, with Abu Dhabi 

Commercial Bank adding 1.9% and the 
country’s largest lender, First Abu Dhabi 
Bank (FAB), up 0.1%. FAB said it had 
expanded its network in Saudi Arabia 
by opening a branch in Jeddah. The 
Qatari index declined 0.4%. Mesaieed 
Petrochemical was the biggest drag, fall-
ing 2.8%, while Industries Qatar slipped 
0.9%. Egypt’s blue-chip index eased 
0.2%, driven down by a 1.4% decrease 
in Commercial International Bank and a 
1.8% fall in El Sewedy Electric.  Bahrain 
was closed for a public holiday.

German economy stagnates
despite industrial rebound

BERLIN

The German economy is more or 
less stagnating, the economy min-
istry said on Monday, adding there 
are initial signs that an industrial 
recession could be coming to an 
end as orders stabilize. The minis-
try also said in its monthly report 
that indicators at the start of the 
fourth quarter pointed to subdued 
private consumption even though 

disposable incomes continued to 
rise. Consumption has helped keep 
Europe’s biggest economy humming 
by compensating for weak exports. 
Trade tensions this year pushed the 
German manufacturing sector into 
a recession but the overall economy 
narrowly escaped the same fate.

Industrial production has probably 
not reached the trough, the ministry 
said. But orders and sales have stabi-

lized at a low level. This suggests that 
industry has gradually stabilized and 
could pick up slightly in the New Year. 
There are fears that should the manu-
facturing sector continue to shrink; 
the slowdown could spread to an 
otherwise resilient services sector. IHS 
Markit’s flash composite Purchasing 
Managers’ Index (PMI) for December 
on Monday confirmed the diverging 
trends: manufacturing activity slipped 
and services rose.

Markit said the rate of decline in 
new orders and exports was stabiliz-
ing, giving hope for the manufacturing 
sector. The German central bank said 
last week that Germany faced another 
sluggish year despite a likely rebound in 
exports as households see their spend-
ing power shrink. The Bundesbank said 
households’ real disposable income 
fell due to a slowdown in employment 
growth.

OPEN MARKET FOREX RATES

Currency Buying Selling

Australian Dollar 105 106.5

Bahrain Dinar 405 407

Canadian Dollar 116 118

China Yuan 22.15 22.3

Danish Krone 22.8 23.1

 Euro 170 172.5

Hong Kong Dollar 19.75 20

Indian Rupee 2.13 2.2

Japanese Yen 1.41 1.44

Kuwaiti Dinar 509 511.5

Malaysian Ringgit 37.25 37.6

NewZealand $ 101.65 102.35

Norwegians Krone 16.95 17.2

Omani Riyal 401.5 403.5

Qatari Riyal 42.4 42.75

 Saudi Riyal 40.9 41.3

Singapore Dollar 112.5 114

 Swedish Korona 16.5 16.75

Swiss Franc 156.45 157.35

 Thai Baht 5 5.1

U.A.E Dirham 41.9 42.3

 UK Pound Sterling 204 206.5

US Dollar 154.4 155
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Controversial Citizenship Bill

Minorities unsafe in India 
under Modi govt: FM
Foreign Minister Qureshi urges US to ban Indian officials

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi 
on Monday slammed India over bru-
tal attack on unarmed Aligarh Muslim 
University and Jamia Millia Islamia stu-
dents protesting against the Citizenship 
Amendment Bill.

The foreign minister, while addressing 
the National Assembly session, has said the 
Indian police baton-charged the protesting 
students and fired tear gas, leaving six dead 
and scores injured.

The Modi government continues to curb 
and undermine the rights of minorities in 
accordance with Hindutva Supremacist 
ideology, he added. He further  said, ille-
gal annexation of Kashmir, Babari Masjid, 
Citizenship Amendment Bill which ex-
cludes Muslims are all targeted towards 
the subjugation of minorities.

Commenting over Kashmir’s situation, 
the foreign minister said held valley and 

Muslim majority areas of Jammu and 
Ladakh regions continued to remain grim 
on the 132nd consecutive day.

FM Qureshi said the ban on internet 
service and mobile connections is still in 
place in held valley, adding Modi-led Indian 
government not allowing human rights ob-

servers and journalists to visit occupied 
Kashmir.

Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi 
expressed concern on India‘s controversial 
Citizenship Amendment Bill - which ex-
cludes Muslims and targeted at curbing of 
minorities - and urged the US to ban Indian 

officials including Indian Home Minister 
Amit Shah.

FM Qureshi said that the controversial 
law gave rise to a constitutional crisis in 
India. The real face of Modi has been ex-
posed infront of the entire world while few 
have still chosen to close their eyes, he ex-
pressed, adding that they always have, and 
will stand with Indian Muslims.

In a tweet, FM Qureshi showed concern 
over the brutal and indiscriminate use of 
force” by the Indian government against 
the students of Jamia Milia Islamia and 
Aligarh Muslim University protesting 
against the Citizenship Amendment Bill.

The Foreign Minister asserted that 
Muslims, Dalits, Sikhs and Christians are 
vulnerable in India. Modi persecuted mi-
norities and executed a genocide against 
Muslims in Gujrat, and he is doing all of this 
again today, he added. He urged the Indian 
Parliament to stop oppressing the minori-
ties and release innocent people in India.

Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi  addressing  National Assembly Session in Islamabad on Monday. Photo: PID

CJCSC Gen Nadeem Raza 
calls on President Alvi

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

Chairman Joint Chief of Staff 
Committee, Gen Nadeem Raza called 
on President Arif Alvi in Islamabad 
on Monday after assuming of CJCSC. 
President wished him well for his 
assignment.

Lt Gen Nadeem Raza assumed the 
charge of Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee (CJCSC) from the outgoing 
General Zubair Mehmood Hayat on 
November 27. Director General (DG) 
Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) 

took to twitter saying General Nadeem 
Raza, HI (M) assumed the appoint-
ment of Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee at Joint Staff Headquarters.

He was appointed by Prime Minister 
Imran Khan in November. Lt Gen 
Nadeem Raza is a three-star general 
of the Pakistan Army. He earlier served 
as the Chief of General Staff. General 
Raza was promoted to the rank of Lt- 
General in December 2016. He also 
served as the commandant of Pakistan 
Military academy and also commanded 
X Corps based in Rawalpindi.

President Dr. Arif Alvi talking to Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Committee, General Nadeem Raza, who called on him at Aiwan-e-

Sadr Islamabad on Monday. Photo: PID

NA condemns new Indian citizenship bill
ISLAMABAD: The National Assembly on Monday unanimously approved a 
resolution against India’s new citizenship law, calling it violation of human rights, 
international laws and discriminatory against Muslims. The resolution urged 
the international community to exert pressure over India to ensure the rights of 
minorities in general and protect the rights of Muslims in particular. The NA also 
demanded of the world to take notice of the discriminatory bill against Muslims 
and help end violence against the minorities and the Muslim students in India. The 
international community was also urged to take notice of the inhuman curfew 
in occupied Kashmir and play its due role in resolving the longstanding issue. 
Rejecting the India’s illegal annexation of occupied Kashmir, the NA resolution said 
that BJB government was fanning extremism and fascism in the country.

Mahthir’s gift for PM Imran

Proton X-70 handed over 
to Abdul Razzak Dawood

ISLAMABAD

A Proton X-70 car, gifted to Prime 
Minister Imran Khan by his Malaysian 
counterpart Mahathir Mohamad 
on Monday was handed over to the 
Pakistani government here on Monday. 
The ceremony of handing over the keys 
was held at the Malaysian Embassy in 
the federal Capital.

The keys of the car were handed over 
to PM’s Adviser on Commerce Abdul 
Razzak Dawood by the Malaysian High 
Commissioner. The Malaysian Prime 
Minister had announced the gift for 
Prime Minister Pakistan, Imran Khan 
during his visit to Pakistan earlier in 

August. Mahathir Mohamad had also 
announced to set up an assembly plant 
of the vehicle manufacturer in Pakistan.

PROTON Holdings Berhad is a 
Malaysian automotive company and au-
tomobile corporation active in automo-
bile design, manufacturing, distribution 
and sales. Mahathir Bin Mohamad was 
appointed prime minister of Malaysia in 
1981, retired in 2003, and returned to 
the office in 2018.

Earlier on November 30, Malaysian 
prime minister’s special envoy and 
Deputy Foreign Minister Marzuki Bin 
Haji Yahya called on Prime Minister 
Imran Khan in Islamabad.

Oil nears 3-month high on 
US-China trade deal

LONDON/NEW YORK/SINGAPORE

Oil prices on Monday held near three-
month highs, supported by last week’s 
announcement that an initial trade deal 
had been reached between the United 
States and China. Brent crude oil fu-
tures rose $0.17 or 0.3% to $65.39 a 
barrel by 0940 GMT, while West Texas 
Intermediate crude was up $0.1 or 0.2% 
to $60.17 a barrel.

The United States and China an-

nounced on Friday a phase one agree-
ment that will reduce some US tariffs in 
exchange for what US officials said would 
be a big jump in Chinese purchases of US 
farm products and other goods. What 
the market needs now, though, is clar-
ity around exactly what the deal entails, 
analysts from ING Economics said. The 
longer we have to wait for this detail, 
the more likely market participants will 
start to question how good a deal it ac-

tually is.”
The Friday agreement averted addi-

tional tariffs on Chinese goods totalling 
$160 billion that the United States was 
set to impose over the weekend.

US Trade Representative Robert 
Lighthizer said on Sunday the deal would 
nearly double US exports to China over 
the next two years and was “totally done” 
despite the need for translation and revi-
sions to its text. China State Council’s cus-
toms tariff commission said on Sunday it 
had suspended additional tariffs on some 
US goods that were meant to be imple-
mented on December 15. Data from 
China on Monday showing industrial 
output and retail sales growth acceler-
ating more than expected in November 
offered some support for oil prices.

Investors remained cautious as growth 
in China was expected to slow further 
next year, with the government likely to 
set its growth target at about 6% in 2020 
compared with 6-6.5% this year.

It seems the market has now fully 
priced (in) the phase one trade agree-
ment, so we are going to need further 
news if we are going to push through the 
important (technical) resistance that is 
just ahead, said Michael McCarthy, Chief 
Market Strategist at CMC Markets. Amid 
rising US oil output, energy firms added 
rigs for the first time in eight weeks, al-
though total US oil rig count remains on 
track to fall for the first year since 2016.

PIA introduces 
new scheme for 
passengers on 
int’l flights

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
KARACHI

The national flag-carrier, Pakistan 
International Airlines (PIA), has 
introduced a new scheme to facilitate 
onboard passengers who are willing 
for class upgradation on international 
flights. A new scheme has been 
launched by PIA administration which 
would allow passengers for onboard 
class upgradation during international 
flights. A circular issued by PIA’s flight 
services department in this regards 
confirmed the immediate activation of 
the service with route-wise rates.

The circular, a copy of which 
obtained by ARY News, read that the 
initiative was taken in a bid to provide 
comfort to the passengers besides 
increasing revenue by introducing 
the series of steps including selling 
of bulkhead seats, pre-reserved seats 
and advance baggage purchase. 

It said that the facility of onboard 
class upgradation is being introduced 
on all PIA flights with immediate 
effect. The airline’s flight services de-
partment also announced that class up 
gradation charges will be the same for 
adult and child, whereas, the service 
will be free for the infant.

The administration has also advised 
senior purser and other concerned 
officials to brief operating crew and 
ensure onboard compliance in accord-
ance with the new direction.

CAB protests

Amnesty slams India for 
brutal crackdown on AMU

NEW DELHI

The Amnesty International on Monday 
slammed Indian police for its “violent” 
action against students at Jamia Millia 
Islamia in Delhi and Aligarh Muslim 
University (AMU) protesting against 
the amended citizenship act. The human 
rights body’s executive director, Avinash 
Kumar, in a statement said that violence 
against peacefully protesting students 
cannot under any circumstance be justi-
fied, adding that Students have the right 
to protest.

“Allegations that the police brutally 
beat up and sexually harassed students 
in Jamia Millia Islamia University must 
be investigated and those suspected of 
being responsible must be prosecuted. 
Student protestors in the Aligarh Muslim 
University were also allegedly beaten up 
with the media reporting that more than 
100 students were injured and the police 

blocked ambulances from going inside 
the university to help the wounded 
students.

Article 19 of the Constitution of India 
guarantees the right to freedom of 
speech and expression and freedom of 
peaceful assembly, he added. He further 
said that arrests of peaceful protest-
ers have violated India’s obligations 
under international law, specifically 
the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR), to respect and 
protect the right to freedom of expres-
sion and peaceful assembly, set out in 
Article 19 and Article 21 of that treaty.

Amnesty International urged the 
Indian government and state govern-
ments to respect the right to dissent by 
peaceful protesters and review their ap-
proach in policing the protests in order 
to de-escalate the situation and prevent 
more lives being put at risk.


