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Ehsaas has announced 
that the SMS campaign 
will be opened till 19th 
of this month; Ehsaas 
has also released an 
instructional video to 

explain to people what 
they should expect. 

SA to PM

Dr Sania Nishtar

Combating Coronavirus

Russia gets over 20 tonnes of Chinese supplies

COVID-19

US to feel economic pain for long

The Asian Telegraph
RAWALPINDI

US Special Representative for Afghanistan Reconciliation 
Zalmay Khalilzad and the Resolute Support Mission 
Commander General Austin Scott Miller met Chief of 
Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa at GHQ 
on Tuesday. According to statement issued on Tuesday, 
Spokesperson for the US embassy said that matters 
pertaining to Afghan peace process came under discus-
sion during the meeting. The spokesperson further said 
that Pakistan’s military leaders reaffirmed their sup-
port for the US efforts and renewed their commitment 
to act to advance a political settlement to the conflict in 
Afghanistan.US Special Representative for Afghanistan 
Reconciliation Zalmay Khalilzad and Resolute Support 
Mission Commander General Austin Scott Miller visited 
Islamabad on April 14.  In a meeting with Chief of Army 
Staff General Qamar Javed Bajwa, Ambassador Khalilzad 
and General Miller discussed the United States’ ongoing 
efforts for a sustainable peace in Afghanistan.  Pakistan’s 
military leaders reaffirmed their support for U.S. efforts 
and renewed their commitment to act to advance a po-
litical settlement to the conflict.The visit of US delegation 
comes a day after their meeting with Taliban officials in 
Doha on a prisoner release dispute that led to stall US-led 
peace-making efforts, a Taliban spokesperson said. The 
discussions, held despite the global coronavirus pandemic, 
followed some movement on prisoner releases, with Kabul 
freeing some 300 insurgent detainees and the Taliban 
releasing a first batch of government prisoners. The dis-
pute over the size and pace of the releases, an increase in 
Taliban violence and other issues have stalled the US-led 
effort to end America’s longest war and decades of strife 
in Afghanistan. Suhail Shaheen, a spokesperson for the 
Taliban office in Doha, said on Twitter that Khalilzad and 
Miller met Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, a co-founder of the 
insurgent movement, and his chief negotiator.

Oil slips as producer cuts fail in banishing 
demand fears

SINGAPORE/LONDON/NEW YORK

Oil prices edged lower on Tuesday, 
with investors apparently uncon-
vinced that record supply cuts could 
soon balance markets pummeled by 
the coronavirus pandemic, though a 
predicted plunge in US shale output 
provided some support. Brent futures 
fell $0.08, or 0.3%, to $31.66 a barrel 
by 1045 GMT after settling 0.8% up on 
Monday. US West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) crude was down $0.36, or 1.6%, 
at $22.05, having dropped 1.5% in the 
previous session.The Organisation of 
the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC), along with Russia and other 
producing countries – a grouping 
known as OPEC+ – agreed over Easter 
to cut output by 9.7 million bar-
rels per day (bpd) in May and June, 
equating to about 10% of global sup-
ply before the coronavirus outbreak. 
Additional output cuts by the United 
States, the world’s biggest producer, 
and other nations outside the OPEC+ 
group will take the estimated total re-
duction to about 19.5 million bpd.“The 
voluntary OPEC+ cuts are a welcome 
support to oil prices, but they do not 
fully offset the loss of demand re-
lated to Covid-19, and they still need 
to be fully implemented in a timely 
fashion,” BNP Paribas analyst Harry 
Tchilinguirian told the Reuters Global 
Oil Forum. The cuts at best provide a 
floor under prices in the short term, 
Tchilinguirian added.Oil prices re-

main more than 50% down this year. 
Rystad Energy’s head of oil markets 
Bjornar Tonhaugen said that imple-
mentation of the international deal 
would be a logistical challenge that 
would take weeks at least.“Reducing 
upstream supply is not just turning 
off the tap or pushing a button. We 
would be surprised to see overall 
OPEC+ compliance at 50% through 
May,” he said. Inventories, where 
available, are expected to fill up fast 
even as some countries among the 
G20 group of nations agreed to buy 
oil for their national reserves. Still, 
US production is falling in tandem 
with a drop in prices and there are 

signs that the coronavirus outbreak 
may have peaked in some areas of 
the world.In China, where the virus 
started and is now largely under con-
trol, demand appears to be returning, 
with data showing that crude oil im-
ports rose 12% in March from a year 
earlier. Supporting prices, US shale 
oil output is expected to register a 
record monthly drop in April, the US 
Energy Information Administration 
(EIA) said on Monday. Production 
has been sliding for several months, 
but the declines are expected to ac-
celerate sharply in April with a loss 
of nearly 200,000 bpd of production, 
the EIA said.

MOSCOW
China’s Heilongjiang Province has provided 

Moscow with over 20 tonnes of supplies 
for combating the coronavirus, Moscow’s 
Department for External Economic and 
International Relations said in a statement on 
Tuesday.“A total of 23 tonnes of humanitarian 
supplies to combat the COVID-19 outbreak 
have been delivered to Moscow from China. 
The humanitarian aid was donated by the 
Heilongjiang Province. China has provided 
Moscow with more than 220,000 medical 
masks, over 100,000 gloves, 2,500 single-use 
protective suits, 5,000 coronavirus testing 
systems, more than 200 thermal imagers and 
other items for combating the coronavirus in-
fection,” the statement reads.The equipment 
and protective suits, which have been handed 

over to Moscow’s Healthcare Department, 
will be distributed among the city’s medical 
facilities. On Monday, Moscow Mayor Sergei 
Sobyanin held a meeting with a delegation 
of Chinese medical experts who will share 
their experience in combating the virus with 
Moscow health workers. Cooperation with 
Chinese doctors may help Moscow prevent 
the situation from worsening, and China’s 
aid is also a symbol of friendship between 
the two countries, head of the Department 
for External Economic and International 
Relations Sergei Cheremin said.In early 
February, Russia sent 23 tonnes of humani-
tarian aid to the Chinese city of Wuhan. In late 
December 2019, Chinese officials notified the 
World Health Organization (WHO) about the 
outbreak of a previously unknown pneumo-

nia in the city of Wuhan, in central China. Since 
then, cases of the novel coronavirus - named 
COVID-19 by the WHO - have been reported 
in every corner of the globe, including Russia.
On March 11, 2020, the WHO declared the 
coronavirus outbreak a pandemic. According 
to the latest statistics, over 1,900,000 people 
have been infected worldwide and more than 
119,000 deaths have been reported. In addi-
tion, so far, over 453,000 individuals have re-
covered from the illness across the globe.  To 
date, a total of 21,102 coronavirus cases have 
been confirmed in Russia, with 1,694 patients 
having recovered from the virus. Russia’s lat-
est data indicates 170 fatalities nationwide. 
Earlier, the Russian government set up an 
Internet hotline to keep the public updated 
on the coronavirus situation.

Schools, public places to remain closed

Countrywide lockdown to continue for 15 
days more: PM

ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Imran Khan on Tuesday an-
nounced that in continuation of the ongoing 
countrywide lockdown to combat the novel 
coronavirus, schools and public places will 
remain closed for the next two weeks. He said 
certain industries such as construction will be 
opened, beginning tomorrow. “We got to this 
decision with the consent of all the provincial 
chief secretaries and chief ministers,” he said, 
adding: “There is about an 89% consensus on 
which industries to reopen and which not to.”
 He said that after the 18th Amendment, 
the provinces were given autonomy to 
make their own decisions in such matters. 
“If even now, provinces think they are not 
ready for this, it is up to them. The Cen-
tre will not impose its decision on them.”

Speaking of the government’s response 
to the virus so far, the premier said: “Ow-
ing to the restrictions we imposed, the 
way the virus should have spread, it did 
not. It only spread to an extent of 30% 
when compared to our projections.”
PM Imran said the projections were 
based on trends observed worldwide.
 “190 people should have died so far. We 
have less than half the number of deaths 
from the projected number,” he said.
The prime minister, while thanking everyone 
for taking precautions, warned everyone that 
we should still all be mindful that “this virus 
can spread rapidly at any time”. “We need to 
continue to exercise caution. Perhaps even 
more now (so we can keep the virus at bay).” 
The premier said that even though things do 

not seem as dismal in the country right now 
“if the curve spikes up, our current health sys-
tem will not be able to meet the challenge”. He 
said that whereas the one front the country is 
fighting on is the containment of the virus — 
for which the lockdown for schools and public 
places is being extended by a further two weeks 
— the other front is the widespread unem-
ployment that has resulted from restrictions. 
To meet that challenge, he said the first ap-
proach was to put into action the Ehsaas 
Programme. “This programme has no politi-
cal inteference. It is based solely on merit.” 
He said that around 2.8 million families 
had so far benefitted from the  programme 
already and the disbursement will con-
tinue. PM Imran said that those families 
who had missed out on receiving funds.

CAD shrinks to 6-year 
low: SBP

MANILA
According to SBP report, the current 

account deficit contracted to a six-year 
low, foreign exchange reserves increased, 
the primary budget recorded a surplus. 
According to a report, the stabiliza-
tion efforts and regulatory measures 
yielded notable improvements during 
the first half of the fiscal year 2020, how-
ever, noted that the global and domestic 
spread of Covid-19 has brought an excep-
tional set of challenges for the country.
The current account deficit contracted to 
a six-year low, foreign exchange reserves 
increased, the primary budget recorded 
a surplus, and core inflation eased, ac-
cording to a report. Progress under the 
IMF program remained on track and the 
credit rating agencies maintained their 
stable outlook for Pakistan during the 
review period, it said adding that fur-
ther improvements would require deep 
structural reforms to put the economy on 
a firm path towards sustainable growth.
In case of balance of payments, the report 
noted that the improvement in current 
account mostly stemmed from a reduc-
tion in the import bill with some contri-
bution from export earnings. Regarding 
the fiscal sector, the report noted that the 
primary budget recorded a surplus, while 
the fiscal deficit was contained during 
H1-FY20 compared to the same period 
last year.This was due to a significant 
growth in revenues despite a slowdown 
in the economy and the compression in 
imports.The report further highlighted 
the challenges pertaining to the agricul-
ture sector as the sector appears less 
resilient to challenges like constrained 
water availability and climate change.
On the inflation front, the report noted 
that the inflationary pressures contin-
ued to build up throughout the first half 
of FY20. While the non-food-non-energy 
(NFNE) inflation exhibited stability amid 
subdued demand conditions in the econ-
omy, food inflation surged steeply in both 
the quarters. 

ISLAMABAD
Adviser to the Prime Minister on 

Finance and Revenue Dr Abdul Hafeez 
Shaikh Tuesday expressed the hope that 
financial and other forums of the world 
would be able to come up with a plan, en-
abling developing countries like Pakistan 
to meet their international obligations 
and provide relief to the population ad-
versely effected by COVID-19 pandemic.

Talking to Ambassador of China, Yao Jing, 
who called on him here, he said keep-
ing in view the present circumstances, 
the World Bank (WB), International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and G-20 countries 
were talking about debt relief, without 
which developing countries would be 
worst affected. He said Pakistan looked 
forward to Chinese support in dealing 
with this unprecedented situation aris-

ing because of this pandemic.The advisor 
welcomed the ambassador and thanked 
the Chinese government for all the assis-
tance it had provided so far to Pakistan 
in dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
He also shared with the ambassador the 
details of the economic relief package 
given by the government to the people 
whose lives and businesses were affected 
by the pandemic.He said during this dif-
ficult time, the government had three 
major priorities including provision 
of healthcare and safety to its people, 
cash assistance to the most vulnerable 
and keeping the wheel of the economy 
moving in slow but steady pace.The gov-
ernment, he said, had come up with a 
comprehensive relief package of worth 
Rs1.2 trillion, which included, Rs200 bil-
lion assistance for workers and labour-
ers, Rs100 billion for supporting SME and 
agriculture sector, Rs107 billion as sales 
tax refunds and Rs50 billion income tax 
refunds from 2014 onward.Moreover, 
Ehsaas Programme, through its urgent 
cash disbursement, was taking care of the 
most vulnerable in the country.

World plan may save developing countries 
from financial recession: Hafeez

WASHINGTON
Walter Isenberg is the sort of 

business owner US President 
Donald Trump has in mind when 
he talks about the need to start 
lifting coronavirus lockdowns and 
reopen the American economy. 
Isenberg’s hotel and restaurant 
group in Denver has seen its reve-
nues drop from US$3 million a day 
last year to US$40,000 a day now. 
But Isenberg has no expectation 
that his company, Sage Hospitality 
Group, will see the quick economic 
“boom” that Trump has predicted, 
even after state officials allow his 
properties to begin hosting cus-
tomers again.“It’s just going to be 
a very long and slow recovery until 
such time as there is a therapeu-
tic solution or a vaccine,” Isenberg, 
who has furloughed more than 
5,000 of his 6,000 employees, said 
in an interview. “I’m not a scien-
tist, but I just don’t see the psy-
che of people - I don’t see people 
coming out of this and rushing out 

to start traveling and having big 
conventions.”Trump is in a rush to 
lift quarantines and stay-at-home 
restrictions that have brought an 
11-year economic expansion to an 
abrupt end and knocked millions 
of people out of work. The presi-
dent has predicted that once the 
economy restarts, it will rocket 
itself out of a deep recession and 
lead to an economic boom “per-
haps like never before.”Companies 
affected by the shutdowns say re-
starting the economy will not be 
that easy. So do a wide variety of 
economic and survey data, which 
suggest that the economy will re-
cover slowly even after the gov-
ernment begins to ease limits on 
public gatherings and allow certain 
shuttered restaurants and shops to 
reopen. The evidence suggests it is 
not just stay-at-home orders and 
other government restrictions that 
have chilled economic activity in 
the US over the past month: It is 
also a behavioural response from 

workers and consumers scared of 
contracting the virus.Data shows 
that unemployment claims rose 
and restaurant reservations van-
ished even before the lockdown 
orders hit, as nervous consumers 
retreated into their homes. And 
they show consumers are unlikely 
to return to airports, restaurants 
and sporting venues en masse 
any time soon. Until Americans 
feel confident that their risks of 
contracting the coronavirus have 
fallen - either through widespread 
testing or a vaccine - many econo-
mists and business owners say 
there will be no rapid economic 
rebound.“You can’t just turn the 
light switch on and have every-
one go back to work, as much as 
businesses would love to do that,” 
Suzanne Clark, president of the US 
Chamber of Commerce, said in an 
interview. “It’s going to be the op-
posite of a green light. It’s going 
to go from red to yellow and then 
green.” 

COAS, Khalilzad 
discuss Afghan 
peace process

Prime Minister Khan expresses happiness that the pandemic could not spread so fast in Pakistan due to lockdown.
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A New World

The dawn of the twenty-first century was anticipated as 
the dusk of the prevailing world order and a reorder in 
the global pattern of alliances. China and Russia, being 
the greater powers of Asia, joined hands and envisaged a 
multipolar world order in contrast to the one where the 
USA is the sole guardian of the globe. In 1999, both coun-

tries signed a deal to put an end to their differences at their border-
ing regions and join hands for their levitated role in the futures global 
political scene. A solvent economy, an insuperable military power and 
diplomatic competency were the pre-requisites of the establishing a 
new world order and this was meticulously cognized by the Chinese 
rulers and they started planning and acting in a systematic and co-
ordinated manner. The USA appeared as a great example for China to 
learn from and so they did. China–by following the footprints of the 
USA –have started attracting the global manufacturing industry to its 
land by offering a low labour cost. Secondly, the country initiated to 
build its industrial base starting from small cottage industries to the 
larger one and then expending its capitalist endeavours to the poor 
neighbouring countries that were in dire need of infrastructure and 
energy. In this process, the countries lagging in the capital flow and 
development process received a boost and so does China because 
its capital kept multiplying while the country now also cherish a 
diplomatic partnership. Pakistan holds a very special position in this 
regard because of the flagship project of China in the country, named 
CPEC. Although there are, numerous other economic corridors China 
is building in Asia and Africa but the CPEC outshines all due to the 
military and diplomatic backing both countries have of each other. 
China’s emergence as a great power is an edge for its all-weather 
partner Pakistan, all we need is to have  faith in the leadership of 
both countries.

We Make Change

I n times of turmoil,  especially the one where a quarter of 
the world population is facing an existential  threat due 
to an invisible enemy, it  is  need of the hour that we all 
take united action. When the WHO declared the spread of 
the virus as an epidemic of global scale,  all  actors of the 
international community took actions to put a halt to this 

biological calamity and save humanity above all .  Social activi-
ties should put to halt and communities at large would have to 
be secluded and isolated in their homes for a specific period to 
avoid exposing themselves to the nasty coronavirus and not to 
act as a carrier of this pandemic as well .  To make a change at the 
global level,  it  was certain that we have to take collective action. 
Since the outbreak of this infection and an alarming increase of 
patients in the neighbouring countries,  Pakistan was the last in 
sub-continent to be stricken down by this lethal virus.  An opti-
mistic view of the crisis asserts that global health experts will  be 
able to find a cure or will  be opportune enough to avoid a greater 
loss of human lives by furnishing a solution.  One thing which 
became more apparent in these times of crisis was that we have 
to take collective action to save the greater portion of the world 
population. This is also relevant regarding other challenges the 
global community is facing like global warming, gender inequality 
and economic disparity which are putting down the ideals of the 
humanity put forth but the history and cognizance of the human 
civilization at large. A tacit conception that the unseen benefit 
of this crisis is an improvement in the climate condition but it 
is also a concealed take-home lesson from nature that united we 
stand, divided we fall .

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

EAEU & Green CorridorsEAEU & Green Corridors

Russia, Kyrgyzstan and few other 
countries are nowadays advocat-
ing for the establishment of Green 
Corridors within the Eurasian 
Economic Union to facilitate the 
goods transportation amid continu-

ing lockdowns due to pandemic. In this regard, 
few days back, Kyrgyz President Sooronbai 
Jeenbekov proposed a number of measures 
within the Eurasian Economic Union aimed at 
consolidating joint efforts amid spread of coro-
navirus infection. The Eurasian Development 
Bank and the Eurasian Fund for Stabilization and 
Development should be of particular importance 
for the economy of our countries. In the current 
conditions, it is necessary to reorient the work of 
these structures. It’s time to review some of the 
principles of the fund. It is necessary to reduce 
time for consideration of loans for budget sup-
port in crisis situations and increase the share 
of financing on a grant basis. In conditions of 
universal isolation and forced closure of borders 
between the countries, the organization of green 
corridors is necessary, which will enable uninter-
rupted delivery of humanitarian supplies, basic 

foodstuffs and medical supplies. The president 
proposed to compile a list of goods that will 
move freely between the countries. He noted the 
need for a set of joint measures aimed at budget 
and tax incentives for business. Basically, the 
concept of maximizing financial value through 
natural system services is called Green Corridors. 
A Green Corridor identifies areas to protect and 
where to connect strategic areas of high natural 
conservation and economic value. Ensure the 
continuation of natural services that help clean 
the air and water. The main advantage of a green 
corridor is that goods transported by business-
men will not have to undergo customs inspec-
tion and examination when crossing the border 
measures now commonly used to minimize risks. 
Both parties will have lists of businessmen and 
companies eligible for the green corridor. Main 
goal of the Green Corridor gating system is the 
creation more favorable conditions for foreign 
trade participants observing the legislation in 
the import-export operations, to strengthen the 
export potential of the country through accelera-
tion of goods turnover from the customs border, 
in accordance with the recommendations of the 
World Customs Organization and advanced inter-
national experience, to form voluntary compli-
ance culture among foreign trade participants, 
application of customs control based on risk 
assessment, more flexible and transparent im-
plementation of customs clearance of goods and 
means of transport and also customs control, to 
facilitate international trade by establishing civil 
servants-entrepreneur relations in import-export 
operations on the basis of modern management 

principles. The Eurasian Economic Union is an 
international organization for regional economic 
integration. It has international legal personality 
and is established by the Treaty on the Eurasian 
Economic Union. The EAEU provides for free 
movement of goods, services, capital and labor, 
pursues coordinated, harmonized and single pol-
icy in the sectors determined by the Treaty and 
international agreements within the Union. The 
Member-States of the Eurasian Economic Union 
are the Republic of Armenia, the Republic of 
Belarus, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz 
Republic and the Russian Federation. The Union 
is being created to comprehensively upgrade, 
raise the competitiveness of and cooperation 
between the national economies, and to promote 
stable development in order to raise the living 
standards of the nations of the Member-States. 
In this connection, Russia has also welcomed 
the initiative to broaden the practice of ‘green 
corridors’ to promote the movement of goods in 
the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) amid the 
coronavirus pandemic. For import to the EAEU 
territory of socially important goods, food, drugs, 
medical equipment and individual protective 
gear ‘green corridor’ works.  Import customs 
duties on such goods have been removed, while 
respective customs procedures have been eased 
and expedited. 

Erum Akbar

Trolls World Tour has history-making digital debut, breaks on-demand 
HOLLYWOOD

Like every John R. Major Hollywood studio , 
Universal was forced to postpone many of its 
upcoming summer blockbusters when multi-
plex chaIN around the land closed their thresh-
old due to the coronavirus pandemic . That 
means we won’t be seeing picture show s like 
Candyman, F9 and Minion : The Cost increase 
of Gru until later this year or even 2021. But 
one high-profile Universal celluloid did keep its 
tone ending date: Round Macrocosm Turn , the 
sequel to the 2016 animated hit. Rather than 
delay the movie’s Apr 10 premiere , the studio 
made it available for renting on digital services 
— including Amazon River , iTunes and Vudu 
— for a 48-hour rental window priced at $XIX 
.99... much to the consternation of theater own-
ers. Despite the commercial risk, it looks like 
Universal has heap to sing about now. According 
to The Hollywood Reporter, the studio estimates 
that Troll World Go has become the highest-
grossing digital title in movie hitarradiddle , 
scoring the biggest opening twenty-four hour 
period and weekend grosses for an on-demand 
release. (The film did gaming on the big screen 
in the few theaters around the commonwealth 
that are still open, including drive-Indiana .) 
While Universal didn’t release specific finan-
cial numbers, they did reveal to Deadline that 
Trolls World Tour did ten times of the business 
organisation organization of its past record book 
-holder, Jurassic World: Fallen Land . Over the 
weekend, the film topped the chart on Amazon, 

iTunes, FandangoNow and Redbox On Need . 
Reviews of Trolls World Tour — which reunites 
Anna Kendrick and Justin Timberlake as pop 
musically-inclined round , Poppy and Branch — 
were mostly positive, which isn’t always the case 
for animated subsequence . The filmmakers also 
apparently made the right decision to go heavy 

on the music in this installment, fashioning a 
story that sends the heroes on an escapade to 
visit six different Troll realms, each one with its 
own unique sound. That allowed them to fill the 
supporting cast with popular actors and Singer 
like Rachel Bloom, Mary J. Blige, Grace Kelly 
Clarkson, Anderson Paak and

NASA spots a dragon on Mars 
CALIFORNIA

Combine an active imagination with 
an image of Mars and you may spot 
a shag carpet, a Star Trek insignia or 
even Pac-Man on the red planet. The 
team behind the HiRise camera on 
NASA’s Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter 
imagined a dragon. The HiRise team 
shared a view of a canyon on Mars 
as a picture of the day. “We rotated 
this image of light-toned blocky ma-
terial in southwestern Melas Chasma 
because from this perspective, it re-
sembles a fabled Chinese dragon,” 
the group tweeted. We rotated this 
image of light-toned blocky mate-
rial in southwestern Melas Chasma 
because from this perspective, it re-
sembles a fabled Chinese dragon. The 
HiRise site run by the University of 
Arizona pointed out a series of small 
valleys near the bottom of the image. 
“Several of the light-toned deposits 
are seen only in the valleys, suggest-
ing they were either deposited or are 
exposed by erosion,” the team wrote. 
Melas Chasmas is one part of the mas-
sive Valles Marineri canyon system 
located along the planet’s equator. 
“There is evidence of both water and 
wind action as modes of formation for 

many of the interior deposits,” NASA 
said in a 2017 release about Melas 
Chasma. MRO’s camera originally cap-
tured the dragon-like picture back in 
2007. It highlights the wealth of his-
torical imagery in the HiRise archives. 
The orbiter has been in residence at 
Mars for over 14 years and contin-
ues to send back valuable views of 
the planet’s surface as it investigates 
the history of water there. When it 
comes to mythical creatures on Mars, 
the dragon is in good company. The 
HiRise team once spotted the Game 
of Thrones House Stark direwolf in a 
group of dust avalanches.

LAHORE
Punjab Governor and Chancellor Chaudhry Muhammad 

Sarwar Tuesday inaugurated the Punjab Mental Health 
Helpline which would provide online counselling to people 
suffering from depression, anxiety or other mental health 
issues across Pakistan due to Coronavirus outbreak and sub-
sequent lockdown. The Helpline (0304-1110063) is estab-
lished by the Government College University Lahore under 
the auspices of its Psychology Department. Vice-Chancellor 
Prof. Dr Asghar Zaidi briefed the governor about the working 
of the Helpline at a graceful ceremony in the GCU’s Syndicate 
Committee Room. Speaking on the occasion, the governor 
proudly said that GCU had set up Punjab’s first tele-coun-
seling center which was a milestone addition to their already 
existed 30 other telemedicine centers. He said that he had es-
tablished first telemedicine helpline on March 19, 2020, and 
to-date more than 80,000 people had benefitted from these 
telemedicine helpline. He said merit appointments were the 
key to progress; he had appointed all vice chancellors on 
merit and now in these crucial times, universities with their 

competent vice chancellors were playing an effective role in 
fighting coronavirus outbreak. He appreciated that GCU had 
been at the forefront of the fight against the Coronavirus; it 
established a quarantine centre for 364 people and 200 bed 
hospital at its Kala Shah Kaku Campus besides providing 
25,000 liters disinfectant and 500 liters hand sanitizers to 
hospitals across Punjab. Vice Chancellor Prof. Asghar Zaidi 
said that coronavirus affects not just the physical health but 
also mental health; doctors and paramedics are playing a 
most significant part and now expert clinical psychologists 
start offering their services to counter mental health issues. 
He said that the Mental Health Helpline would be a great 
service by GCU to their nation in helping them deal with 
mental stress, negative thinking, future uncertainty, depres-
sion, etc. The Vice Chancellor said that their qualified clinical 
psychologists are providing counseling services to relieve 
the effects of stress and anxiety, management of isolation 
anxiety, building resilience, coping with activity restriction, 
dealing with Hypochondria and Cyber-chondria and support-
ive psychotherapy for dealing with illness anxiety and fear. 
Earlier, psychologists while receiving calls advised people 

in such times of uncertainty, avoid speculations about the 
pandemic on social media, keep yourself busy with activities, 
write e-letters to your family and friends, engage yourself 
with books, watch movies — and above all try to help others 

which, he believed, was the best way to counter hopeless-
ness, anxiety, depression or fear. The governor expressed 
gratitude to the Vice Chancellor and staff for their most 
timely contribution.

Governor opens Punjab Mental Health Helpline at GCU

Writer is the Assistant Editor ‘Mélange int’l 
Magazine’, ‘The Asian Telegraph’ & Project 

Coordinator (COPAIR); a degree holder in commu-
nication & media sciences.

April 15, 1948
An official cablegram from the Secretary-

General of the League of Arab States to the 
UN Secretary-General on 15 May 1948 stated 
publicly that Arab Governments found them-
selves compelled to intervene for the sole 
purpose of restoring peace and security and 
establishing law and order in Palestine. The 
Governments of the Arab States hereby confirm 
at this stage the view that had been repeat-
edly declared by them on previous occasions, 
such as the London Conference and before the 
United Nations mainly, the only fair and just 
solution to the problem of Palestine is the crea-
tion of United State of Palestine based upon the 
democratic principles. That day, the armies of 
Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Iraq invaded 
what had just ceased to be the British Mandate, 
marking the beginning of the 1948 Arab–Israeli 
War. The nascent Israeli Defense Force repulsed 
the Arab nations from part of the occupied 
territories, thus extending its borders beyond 
the original UNSCOP partition. By December 
1948, Israel controlled most of the portion of 
Mandate Palestine west of the Jordan River.  
 The remainder of the Mandate consisted of 
Jordan, the area that came to be called the 
West Bank (controlled by Jordan), and the Gaza 
Strip (controlled by Egypt). Prior to and dur-

ing this conflict, 713,000[40] Palestinian Arabs 
fled their original lands to become Palestinian 
refugees, in part due to a promise from Arab 
leaders that they would be able to return when 
the war had been won, and also in part due to 
attacks on Palestinian villages and towns by 
Israeli forces and Jewish militant groups. Many 
Palestinians fled from the areas that are now 
Israel as a response to massacres of Arab towns 
by militant Jewish organizations like the Irgun 
and the Lehi (group) (See Deir Yassin massa-
cre). The War came to an end with the signing 
of the 1949 Armistice Agreements between 
Israel and each of its Arab neighbours. The sta-
tus of Jewish citizens in Arab states worsened 
during the 1948 Israeli-Arab war. Anti-Jewish 
riots erupted throughout the Arab World in 
December 1947, and Jewish communities were 
hit particularly hard in Aleppo and British-
controlled Aden, with hundreds of dead and 
injured. In Libya, Jews were deprived of citi-
zenship, and in Iraq, their property was seized.
[needs context] Egypt expelled most of its for-
eign community, including Jews, after the Suez 
War 1956,  while Algeria denied its French citi-
zens, including Jews, of citizenship upon its in-
dependence in 1962. Over the course of twenty 
years, some 850,000 Jews from Arab countries 
immigrated to Israel and other countries. 

Arabs were defeated in Ist Jewish-Arab battle
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Selena: Speculation about life

Texas 
The 27-class -old “Wolves” performer crony Amy 
Schumer that she decided to be increasingly out-
of-doors about her personal sprightliness history 
sentence once things in her life “got out of  ascend-
ance ” and she felt the need to control her own  
narrative . My intention was never to become a 
tabloid, Gomez told the comedian in a conversa-
tion for  Audience magazine. So when things kind of 
happened that way, it got out of control. And then I 
was like ‘Waiting , none of this is true.’” The way the 
media has sometimes tried to explain things has 
made it  phone really bad when in reality there’s 
nothing wrong fulness with the fact that I needed 
to go away or that I , felled seam in dearest , she 
continued. I had to start  open  ing up because  
mass were taking away my narrative and it was 
killing me. I’m so  offspring and I’m going to keep 
changing, and no one has the right to tell me how 
my life’s going.Gomez has been wildly outspoken in  
Holocene months about the difficult times she’s en-
dured in her life and even made waves again earlier 
this month when she revealed to Miley Cyrus on 
Instagram Live that she was diagnosed as bipolar. 
Gomez said  citizenry shouldn’t  tone bad for her 
at all, given her story and what she’s gone through, 
adding that she hopes folks can learn more about 
themselves through her tribulations.

J.Lo, other stars share Easter 
messages while in quarantine

NEWYORK
Thanks to shelter-in-place orders and social dis-
tancing, traditional Easter celebrations have been 
scrapped in favor of indoor egg hunts, drive-by Easter 
Bunnies and virtual church services. While Mariah 
Carey and Tyler Perry spent the day popping by Joel 
Osteen’s online sermon, other celebrities helped keep 
spirits up by sharing their own at-home festivities, 
from dyeing eggs to hosting dance parties.“I know 
these are challenging times, but today is a day we 
celebrate miracles so let’s pray for our own in the very 
near future,” Jennifer Lopez told fans in an Instagram 
video, adding a bunny ear filter to a photo of her and 
fiancé Alex Rodriguez’s blended brood. Rita Wilson, 
whose husband Tom Hanks spent the previous even-
ing hosting Saturday Night Live at Home, also refer-
enced her faith, displayed the palm frond she and 
fellow Orthodox Christians use to mark Palm Sunday. 
The actress, who recently recovered from COVID-19, 
added that she’d be making an appearance at Diddy’s 
virtual charity dance-a-thon, which the rapper pro-
moted with a Brady Bunch-inspired video featuring 
his six quarantined kids.

Ireland Baldwin opens up on 
anxiety battle 

California
Ireland Baldwin has launched an Instagram Live se-
ries to help others battling with their mental health 
like she is. The 24-yr -old model - whose parent are 
movie stars Alec Baldwin and Kim Basinger - took 
to the social media app to announce the new issue 
, which will see her joined by friends and following 
to discuss their individual fight s with anxiousness 
and slump , and part the best ways of header . On 
how her own battle with anxiousness inspired the 
idea, she said: “I know everyone is probably so sick 
and tired of Instagram Live by now, but the reason 
I’m doing this is because I have severe anxiousness 
upset . “I’ve noticed the past few nights my anxiety 
has been real ly increasingly getting kind of worse 
at night, and it kind of hit me last night.” She added: 
“I thought it would be really aplomb if we all sort 
of came together and discussed these issuance that 
we all deal with, and maybe something that body 
of work s for one person might work for another.” 
In 2015, Emerald Isle opened up about her bat-
tle with anxiety, writing on Instagram that she felt 
“so doomed in darkness, that I could hardly hold a 
real conversation with another human being long 
enough before I was due to have an anxiety attack.” 

TOKYO 
Tokyo organizers said Tuesday they 
have no alternative plan in the event 
the Olympics need to be postponed 
again because of the coronavirus pan-
demic. Masa Takaya, the spokesman for 
the Tokyo Olympics, said organizers are 
proceeding under the assumption the 
Olympics will open on July 23, 2021. 
The Paralympics follow on Aug. 24. 
Those dates were set last month by the 
International Olympic Committee and 
Japanese officials after the coronavirus 
pandemic made it clear the Olympics 
could not be held as scheduled this sum-
mer. “We are working toward the new 
goal,” Takaya said, speaking in English 
on a teleconference call with journal-
ists. “We don’t have a B Plan.” The se-
verity of the pandemic and the death 
toll have raised questions if it will even 
be feasible to hold the Olympics in just 
over 15 months. Several Japanese jour-

nalists raised the question on the call. 
“All I can tell you today is that the new 
Games’ dates for both the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games have been just set 
up,” Takaya said. “In that respect, Tokyo 
2020 and all concerned parties now are 
doing their very best effort to deliver 
the Games next year.”Takaya was asked 
about the possibility of a postponement 
in an interview published in the German 
newspaper Die Welt on Sunday. He did 

not answer the question directly, but 
said later that Japanese organizers and 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe indicated 
they “could not manage a postponement 
beyond next summer at the lastest.” 
The Olympics draw 11,000 athletes and 
4,400 Paralympic athletes and large sup-
port staffs from 206 national Olympic 
committees. There are also questions 
about frozen travel, rebooking hotels, 
cramming fans into stadiums and arenas, 
securing venues, and the massive costs 
of rescheduling, which is estimated in 
Japan at $2 billion-$6 billion. The other 
major question is the cost of the delay; 
how much will it be, and who pays? Bach 
said in the Sunday interview that the 
IOC would incur “several hundred mil-
lion dollars” in added costs. Under the 
so-called Host City Agreement, Japan 
is liable for the vast majority of the ex-
penses. “This is impossible to say for 
now,” Takaya, the spokesman.

Lahore
The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) will 
make sure to take care of their players 
and staff amid nationwide lockdown 
situation, chairman Ehsan Mani said 
on Tuesday. “PCB assures to take care 
of its players and staff in testing times. 
PCB will make sure to stand behind all 
its stakeholders. Without them, PCB 
can’t progress,” he said in a video. Mani 
stressed that they are not thinking of 
unusual pay cuts and downsizing. “We 
don’t have any plans to do unusual pay 
cuts and downsizing. On the other hand, 
contracts related to players and staff 
might be shuffled on the directives of 
selectors or concerned department,” he 
added. Moreover, Mani said that PCB is 
not relying on the resumption of bilat-
eral series against India. “We cannot rely 
on cricket resuming against India. They 

are unreliable because they have prom-
ised to play against Pakistan a couple of 
times but in the end, they pulled out. So, 
they are not in our thinking for now,” he 
stated. Meanwhile, Mani disclosed that 
media rights’ contract for bilateral series 
is about to expire and now the biggest 

challenge for PCB is to do marketing for 
it. “It is a challenge for the PCB to mar-
ket the media rights for the upcoming 
tours until 2023. Pakistan is scheduled 
to play against some top teams such as 
England, New Zealand, and Australia,” 
he concluded. 

KARACHI
BRINDEX-30 closed on the upper side on 

Tuesday at 16,109.18 focuses with a positive 
alter of 38.38 and volume of 88,296,007 offers. 
Tall and Moo were 16,249.79 and 15,858.76 
individually. Of 30 companies exchanged, 
19 were up, 10 were down and 1 was un-
changed. Total volume exchanged within the 
showcase was 130,415,063 offers. Add up to 
companies exchanged were 327 of which 209 
were positive, 95 were negative and 23 were 
unchanged. Cement was the best exchanged 
division with add up to exchanged volume of 
37,489,622 offers. It was taken after by Oil and 
Gas Showcasing Companies with a add up to 
exchanged volume of 14,730,042 offers. The 
three best exchanged companies were Maple 
Leaf Cement Plant Restricted with a volume of 
11,406,000 and cost per share of 23.05 (0.74), 
Hascol Petroleum Constrained with a volume of 
10,727,500 and cost per share of 14.76 (-0.09), 
Pak Elektron Restricted with a volume of 
7,712,500 and cost per share of 21.63 (-0.30). 
The beat three advancers were Millat Tractors 
Restricted with a volume of 42,400 and cost 
per share of 644.16 (39.08), Sapphire Strands 
Constrained with a volume of 3,300 and cost 
per share of 718.64 (37.64), Sapphire Material 
Plants Restricted with a volume of 2,850 and 
cost per share of 830.36 (30.36). The top three 

decliners were Settle Pakistan Constrained with 
a volume of 380 and cost per share of 5,810 
(-353.50), Benefit Businesses Constrained 
with a volume of 550 and cost per share of 
700 (-20.45), Sitara Chemical Businesses 
Restricted with a volume of 600 and cost per 
share of 243.79 (-17.20). The Pakistan Stock 
Trade (PSX) Monday proceeded seen bear-
ish slant as KSE 100 list closed at 31,032.99 
focuses as compared to 32,033.21 focuses on 
the final working day with the negative alter 
of 1000.22 focuses (3.12%). A add up to of 
153,875,982 offers were exchanged compared 
to the exchange 127,065,527 offers amid the 
past day, while the esteem of offers exchanged 
amid the day stood at Rs5.741 billion as com-
pared to Rs5.024 billion amid final exchanging 
day. As numerous as 338 companies executed 

offers within the Stock Showcase on Monday, 
out of which 47 recorded pick up and 270 sup-
ported misfortunes though the share cost of 
21 companies remained unchanged. The three 
best exchanged companies were Hascol Petrol 
with a volume of 16,966,000 offers and cost 
per share of Rs15.15, Maple Leaf with a volume 
of 12,698,500 cost per share of Rs23.95 and 
Pioneer Cement with a volume of 8,354,500 
and cost per share of Rs37.56. Sapphire Fiber 
recorded greatest increment of Rs45.41 per 
share, closing at Rs681 whereas Philip Indus 
dyeingXD was runner up with the increment 
of Rs43.81 per share, closing at Rs641. Nestle 
Pakistan recorded greatest diminish of Rs426.5 
per share, closing at Rs6163.5 while costs of 
Bata (Pak) diminished by Rs44 per share clos-
ing at Rs1515.

 ULAN BATOR
In January, STC said that it had 

reached a preliminary deal to buy 
the take for $2.4 billion as it seeks 
expansion opportunities in Egypt, 
the Arab World’s most populous 
nation. Saudi Telecom Com (STC), 
the kingdom’s biggest telecoms 
firm, will require more time to 
conclude a arranged bargain to 
purchase Vodafone Group’s 55 
percent stake in Vodafone Egypt, 
the company has announced. 
In January, STC said that it had 
come to a preparatory bargain to 
purchase the take for $2.4 billion 
because it looks for development 
openings in Egypt, the Middle 
easterner World’s most crowded 
country. In a articulation posted 
on the site of Tadawul, STC said 
that “logistical challenges caused 
by the Covid-19 widespread, the 
parties require more time to 

total the forms related to the ex-
changes, counting the due tire-
lessness and they have in this 
manner concurred to expand 
the MoU for 90 days beginning 
from today.” “Both parties will be 
working to advance the exchange 
as set out within the MoU amid 
this period,” the articulation in-
cluded. “Any fabric development 
with regard to it’ll be reported 
to the showcase in due course.” 
STC is majority-owned by the 
kingdom’s Public Investment 
Fund, which holds a 70 per cent 
stake in the firm. Its move to 
buy Vodafone’s stake comes as 
it eyes a larger market share of 
the region’s telecoms industry. 
In February, Egypt’s Financial 
Regulatory Authority said that 
STC should make an offer to ac-
quire Telecom Egypt’s remain-
ing stake in Vodafone Egypt if its 
deal with Vodafone goes through. 

The regulator cited a 1992 law 
that would legally bind STC into 
making an offer on outstanding 
shares if the deal materialises. 
Telecom Egypt later said that it is 
“closely following the aforemen-
tioned potential transaction to 
consider all of its possible invest-
ment options and opportunities.” 

In 2013, STC unsuccessfully tried 
to acquire a 45 per cent stake of 
Telecom Egypt. But analysts say 
that Egypt’s state-owned opera-
tor would be more willing to sell 
its stake in Vodafone Egypt now 
following the launch of its own 
mobile network called ‘We’ in 
2017.

STC delays $2.4bn Vodafone Egypt stake deal

Prices of pulses 
increase up to 50pc 

despite tax relief
ISLAMABAD

Despite exemption in duties and 
taxes on the import of essential food 
commodities, the price of pulses 
have sharply increased between 30 
percent and 50pc due to short sup-
ply amid countrywide lockdown. As 
per details, the prices of essential 
food items, especially pulses have 
increased by up to 50 percent in the 
wholesale market in Karachi. Split 
Bengal gram (channa) price was 
raised by Rs35/kg to Rs175/kg from 
Rs130. Green gram washed (moong) 
price increased to Rs290 from Rs260. 
The rate of split red lentil (masoor) in-
creased by 50 percent to Rs180 from 
Rs130/kg in the wholesale market. 
The price of split-washed black gram 
(maash) rose by Rs35/kg to Rs250. 
It was sold at Rs215 before the lock-
down. Similarly, the sugar is being 
sold at Rs78 per kg in the wholesale 
market, while at Rs85 per kg in retail. 
It must be noted that Prime Minister 
Imran Khan last week announced a 
multi-billion package involving relief 
for labour and underprivileged class, 
business community and industries 
and farmers amid shutdown due to 
coronavirus pandemic. The prime 
minister earmarked Rs 200 billion 
for labour class and announced Rs 
150 billion package for poor seg-
ments of the society under which 
each household would be given Rs 
3000 for the next four months. “We 
are also expanding the sphere of 
shelter homes and are also setting 
aside Rs 50 billion for utility store to 
provide them basic commodity items 
on lower prices,” Imran Khan said.

BEIJING 
China has issued a guideline on 

further beefing up the infrastruc-
ture construction and storage ca-
pacity of natural gas to promote the 
stable and sound development of 
the sector. Efforts should be made 
to optimize construction layout 

and strengthen the development 
of standards in the sector, said the 
document posted on the website 
of the National Development and 
Reform Commission on Tuesday. 
It encourages existing liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) receiving sta-
tions to expand storage tanks and 
supports city clusters to jointly 

build and share storage facilities. 
The guideline also urged improv-
ing operating modes and channels 
for investment returns of the sector 
and prompting the inter-connec-
tivity and opening-up of infra-
structures, including LNG pipeline 
networks and receiving stations. 
Preferential land, financial, tax 
and investment policies will be 
propped up to facilitate the expan-
sion of natural gas storage capac-
ity, said the document. China has 
been promoting the efficient use of 
natural gas in sectors including in-
dustrial fuel, power generating and 
transportation, and plans to boost 
the share of the clean energy in its 
total primary energy consumption 
to 10 percent by 2020, according 
to a three-year action plan on air 
pollution control released in 2018. 
There is lack of quality gas sources 
for storage and the complicated ge-
ological conditions make the cost of 

UGS construction high.  UGS con-
struction is still at the preliminary 
stage, so experience is not enough 
in safety and scientific operation 
and management.  UGS construc-
tion, management and operation 
are not unified as a whole, so its 
maximum efficiency fails to be 
exerted. The economic benefit of 
UGS is difficult to be shown with-
out independent cost accounting. 
Based on the experience of other 
countries, some proposals were 
put forward on UGS development 
under the actual present situation: 
to strengthen strategic UGS layout, 
intensify storage site screening in 
key areas and steadily promote 
UGS construction; to establish pro-
fessional UGS technical and man-
agement teams and intensify the 
research of key technologies; and 
to set up a complete and rationally-
distributed UGS construction, op-
eration and management system. 

China issues guideline on enhancing natural gas storage capacity

PARIS 
After weeks of holding out 
hope the Tour de France 
would be able to go ahead as 
planned despite the corona-
virus pandemic, the world’s 
most famous cycling race 
was finally added to the list 
of sporting events called 
off. It might still take place 
this year, but it’s clear the 
three-week race won’t start 
as scheduled on June 27 
in the Riviera city of Nice. 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron effectively made that 
decision in his speech to the 
nation on Monday when he 
announced that all public 
events with large crowds 
have been canceled until at 
least mid-July.  “Given that 
it’s now impossible that the 
Tour starts at its planned 
date, we are consulting with 
the [International Cycling 
Union] to try and find new 
dates,” race organizers said 
Tuesday. The last time the 
Tour was not held was in 
1946, with the nation still 
emerging from World War 
II. It was also stopped dur-
ing World War I. While cy-
cling’s biggest event could be 
scrapped altogether, organ-

izers are discussing potential 
later dates. New plans could 
be announced before the end 
of April following discussions 
between organizer Amaury 
Sport Organisation and the 
International Cycling Union. 
Holding the race without 
legions of fans on the road-
sides and mountain passes 
of France -- an idea previ-
ously proposed by French 
Sports Minister Roxana 
Maracineanu -- is not some-
thing organizers are likely to 
favor. Millions of fans watch 
each year’s race in a festive 
atmosphere across many re-
gions. This year’s event has 
21 stages, with the longest 
of them stretching 135 miles. 
Thousands of police officers 
are needed to keep crowds 
under control and help ne-
gotiate safe passage for rid-
ers. Riders, too, have to be 
physically ready to tackle the 
grueling race. After weeks of 
confinement, competitors 
would likely need several 
more weeks to get into rac-
ing shape. Borders would 
have to be open, too, so rac-
ers like last year’s winner -- 
Colombian rider Egan Bernal 
-- can travel to France. 

PSX loses 1000 points

Tokyo Games organizers say another postponement not in cards

Tour de France post-
poned, no new dates set

‘PCB is not thinking of pay cuts, downsizing’ 
Ehsan Mani
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SHANGHAI/NEW YORK/SYDNEY

Equity markets rallied globally and 
the dollar weakened on Tuesday as 
better-than-expected Chinese trade 
data suggested the threat of a much 
deeper downtown from the coro-
navirus had been overstated, re-
moving the safe-haven allure of the 
greenback. Oil prices plunged again 
as investors remained unconvinced 
that record supply cuts would soon 
balance markets pummeled by the 
pandemic’s blow to demand.Mar-
ket sentiment was boosted by data 
showing China’s exports fell only 
6.6% in March from a year ago, 
less than the expected 14% plunge. 
Imports fell 0.9% compared with 
expectations for a 9.5% drop. Eu-
ropean stocks rallied more than 1% 
and shares on Wall Street more than 
2% on the Chinese data and other 
signs of a return to economic nor-
malcy. Spanish shares .IBEX gained 
as much as 1.5% as some businesses 
reopened.The rally on Wall Street 

shows investors are not concerned 
about current results as the earn-
ings season gets under way but are 
focused on the long-term value of 
each company’s franchise, said Tim 
Ghriskey, chief investment strategist 
at Inverness Counsel in New York.  
“Is it an all-clear signal?” said Ghris-
key. “No, because I have difficulty 

in believing the market fully recov-
ers until the timing of the economic 
recovery is visible, and we just don’t 
know that timing.”Profits at JPMor-
gan Chase & Co (JPM.N) and Wells 
Fargo & Co (WFC.N) plunged in the 
first quarter as the banks offered the 
first glimpse of the pandemic’s im-
pact on corporate America. 

BERLIN

European Commission Vice-President 
Valdis Dombrovskis said on Tues-
day the EU may need a €1.5 trillion 
(S$2.27 trillion) economic recovery 
fund following the coronavirus pan-
demic, but the financing of such joint 
spending remains murky. “I could 
imagine that kind of level of financ-
ing,” Dombrovskis told German busi-
ness daily Handelsblatt when asked 
about the €1.5 trillion figure, al-
though “so far nothing is decided”. Fi-
nance ministers from the 19 euro sin-
gle currency nations last week agreed 
a package worth over €500 billion 
to cushion the immediate impact of 
the virus. The toolbox includes loans 
from the financial-crisis-era Euro-
pean Stability Mechanism (ESM) but 
without the tough economic and fiscal 
reform conditions normally involved. 
The ESM is flanked by guarantees for 
business lending from the European 
Investment Bank and a euro zone un-
employment reinsurance scheme. But 
after a war of words lasting several 

weeks, the finance chiefs could not 
agree on so-called coronabonds, joint 
debt instruments to finance recovery 
from the crisis urged by EU members 
such as badly hit Italy.While the focus 
so far has been on footing the health 
bill for the virus pandemic and shield-
ing businesses and workers from the 
financial fallout, politicians are al-
ready eyeing the day after the crisis. 
EU leaders will hold a video confer-
ence on April 23 “to lay the ground for 
a robust economic recovery,” Europe-
an Council President Charles Michel 
said last week. The idea of a corona-
virus recovery fund has been brought 
up by many leading EU figures, with 
French Finance Minister Bruno Le 
Maire proposing €500 billion.Mean-
while, Internal Market Commissioner 
Thierry Breton on Sunday suggested 
10 per cent of EU output would be 
needed, calling for €1 trillion on top 
of the €500 billion already agreed, the 
same amount urged by Italy’s Finance 
Minister Roberto Gualtieri. Asked 
about joint bonds to finance recon-
struction.

NCOC finalizes proposals in wake of 
COVID-19

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan-China relationship has proved test of time 
once again during critical timings once world was 
facing COVID-19 challenges. China not only looked 
after Pakistani students in Wuhan but also provided 
necessary medical assistance on emergency basis for 
containment of COVID-19. According to an official of 
National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC), 
a team of Chinese medical experts visited Pakistan 
to share their experiences of recently fighting CO-
VID-19 in China. The team met doctors, govern-
ment and health officials in Islamabad, Rawalpindi, 
Karachi, Lahore and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.China 
provided critical medical supplies including 529,924 
N95 masks, 33,744 Protective suits, cover all, testing 
kits 10,000, 1558,379 medical masks , 36 ventilators 
, 180 thermometer, 100 thermal scanners, 24,900 
gloves, 59,376 goggles, 10,000 litre sanitizers and 
1,442 kg non-woven fabric for making protective 
suits. For Gilgit-Baltistan, special effort was made 
and medical supplies were sent to GB at Khunjrab 
included five ventilators, 200,000 face mask, 2,000 

N95 masks, 2,000 testing kits and 2,000 protective 
suits. Pakistan Army helicopters were flown to get 
these to various parts of GB.The Chinese medical 
experts’ team also visited Armed Forces Institute of 
Pathology (AFIP) and discussed the ways to prevent 
and diagnose COVID-19 with Pakistan Military coun-
terparts. The delegation highly praised the firm com-
mitment and strong measures. The Chinese delega-
tion comprising doctors and specialists also called 
on Chief Minister Punjab Usman Buzdar at CM office 
Lahore. It was agreed during the meeting to promote 
mutual cooperation and making joint efforts in order 
to cope up with coronavirus pandemic. The experts 

of China medical team met with Chief Minister Sindh 
Murad Ali Shah and exchanged views of fighting 
COVID-19.Teleconference on knowledge and expe-
rience sharing in People’s Liberation Army (PLA) 
response to COVID-19 was held between military 
medical experts from Chinese People’s Liberation 
Army and Pakistani Armed Forces. A concluding ses-
sion with the Chinese delegation was held at Nation-
al Institute of Health (NIH). During the session, the 
technical team emphasized Infection Prevention and 
Control (IPC) and use of personal protection equip-
ment (PPE) kits regarding COVID-19.The forum fi-
nalized recommendations to be taken up at National 
Coordination Committee (NCC) for final decision on 
post April 14 COVID-19 strategy. A detailed analysis 
and discussion was made by all stakeholders.  The 
forum discussed guidelines ad SOPs for possibility 
of phased easing of industries. The forum considered 
that the implementation on these guidelines and 
SOPs will be employers’ responsibility while the de-
cision will be made in NCC for final approval.It was 
decided that the Ministry of Interior in consultation 
with Ulemas will formulate guidelines for Ramazan 
covering aspects including taraveeh, namaz, roza 
congregations, festivity (Iftari, sehri etc), arrange-
ments of Juma bazar or Ramzan bazar etc., distribu-
tion of food items and fitrana by philanthropists. 

MANILA

The Asian Development Bank is tripling 
the amount of quick-disbursing loans 
available to developing member coun-
tries in Asia to $20 billion to help them 
battle the economic and health effects of 
the coronavirus pandemic, its president 
said. President Masatsugu Asakawa said 
the ADB was adding $13.5 billion to the 
initial $6.5 billion package it announced 
last month because the economic im-
pact of the pandemic is expected to be 
more severe than previously thought. “It 
is clear that the scope and scale of this 
crisis require greater efforts,” Asakawa 
said in an interview.The increase will al-
low the Manila-based lender to provide 
$2 billion to the private sector to sup-
port liquidity-starved small and medium 
enterprises, help companies cope with 
supply chain disruptions and rejuve-
nate trade financing, he said.To ensure 
faster delivery of support, Asakawa said 
the ADB would streamline its processes 
and make its lending terms “much more 
flexible.”Growth in developing Asian 

economies, already slowing, is set to 
weaken even more sharply this year 
due to the coronavirus pandemic before 
bouncing back strongly next year, the ADB 
said in its Asian Development Outlook re-
port on April 3. Its baseline forecast called 
for growth in developing Asia, a group of 
45 economies that includes China and 
India, to slow to 2.2 percent in 2020 from 
a previous forecast of 5.2 percent, which 
would be the weakest in more than two 
decades.To try to halt the spread of CO-
VID-19, governments around the world 
have implemented draconian contain-
ment measures from halting travel to 
strict stay-at-home orders, hammering 
the global economy. The ADB now ex-
pects the global gross domestic product 
to shrink between 2.3 percent to 4.8 per-
cent, higher than it estimated last month. 
Asakawa said it was important to avoid 
the crisis evolving into a currency and 
financial crisis.“Fiscal policy, monetary 
policy and this kind of policy coordination 
among ourselves are very much needed 
for us to survive this very severe and un-
precedented challenge,” he said.
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Global airlines’ virus 
losses up to $314bn: 

IATA
PARIS/LONDON

Estimated global airline losses from the 
coronavirus pandemic have climbed to 
$314 billion, 25 per cent more than previ-
ously forecast, owing to the severity of the 
economic downturn and a slower than pre-
viously expected reopening of international 
routes. The latest forecast from the Interna-
tional Air Transport Association (IATA) is up 
from the $252 billion figure given on March 
24 and represents a 55% drop in 2020 pas-
senger revenue compared with last year.
Traffic measured in revenue passenger ki-
lometres is forecast to be 48%pc down this 
year, compared with the previously forecast 
38pc decline, industry body IATA said at a 
weekly online news conference on Tuesday. 
The pandemic has brought air travel to a 
standstill, with many airline fleets grounded 
and no visibility on when travel restrictions 
will be eased. IATA has urged governments 
to provide airlines with liquidity urgently to 
help them to survive the crisis, warning that 
many will go bust within weeks unless they 
receive help.

ASEAN to control COVID-19 
spread jointly

HANOI

Leaders of the 10 member states of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) on Tuesday 
reaffirmed their determination and commitment 
to remain united, and to act jointly and decisively 
to control the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic to 
mitigate its adverse impact on people’s livelihood, 
societies and economies in the region.“We pledge 
to remain united and vigilant against COVID-19 
and commit to work closely with the WHO (World 
Health Organization), ASEAN’s external partners 
and the international community to suppress the 
spread of the pandemic, protect people’s lives and 
livelihoods, maintain socioeconomic stability while 
sustaining ASEAN Community building momentum 
for sustainable development, inclusive growth and 
leaving no one behind,” the leaders stated in the 
Declaration of the Special ASEAN Summit on COV-
ID-19 they adopted at the summit, chaired by Viet-
namese Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc in his 
capacity as ASEAN Chair 2020.The heads of state 
or government of the 10 ASEAN members, name-
ly Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and 
Vietnam, resolved to implement seven groups of 
actions and activities.First, they pledged to further 
strengthen public health cooperation measures to 
contain the pandemic and protect the people, in-
cluding, among other things, timely and transpar-
ent exchange of information on real time situation 
and pandemic response measures taken by mem-
ber states, sharing of experience and best practices 
in epidemiological research and development, clini-
cal treatment, joint research and development of 
vaccines and anti-viral medicines, enhancing capac-
ity for the public health systems of ASEAN member 
states while protecting and ensuring the safety of 
public health workers.Second, they vowed to priori-
tize the well-being of people in ASEAN’s collective 
fight against COVID-19 and provide appropriate 
assistance and support to the nationals of ASEAN 
member states affected by the pandemic in each 
other’s country or in third countries. To this end, 
the leaders encouraged the effective operational-
ization of the ASEAN Guidelines on the Provision of 
Emergency Assistance by ASEAN Mission in Third 
Countries to Nationals of ASEAN Member Countries 
in Crisis Situations. Third, the leaders agreed on en-
hancing effective and transparent public communi-
cation involving multiple forms of media, including 
timely updates of relevant government policies, 
public health and safety information, clarifications 
on misinformation, and efforts to reduce stigma-
tization and discrimination.They encouraged the 
ASEAN information sector to strengthen coopera-
tion in countering misinformation and fake news, 
as well as to develop a set of guidelines and a pos-
sible common platform to facilitate timely sharing 
of information in the ASEAN. Fourth, the leaders re-
affirmed their commitment to take collective action 
and coordinate policies in mitigating the economic 
and social impact from the pandemic, safeguarding 
the people’s well-being and maintaining socioeco-
nomic stability. 

ISLAMABAD

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi has penned a let-
ter to the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) drawing 
its attention to the Indian government’s move to change 
domicile rules in occupied Jammu and Kashmir.He stated 
that the new law has triggered fear among the people of 
the disputed region as it has paved the way for outsiders 
to settle in Kashmir in large numbers, thereby altering the 
demographic profile of the region.Qureshi said the Indian 
attempt at a time when the world is busy tackling the pan-
demic is deplorable. He said India is taking advantage of the 
world focus on the battle against the novel coronavirus. The 
sources said his letter was handed over to the UNSC head 
yesterday, which argued that the domicile law is a breach of 
the international laws and conventions. Earlier on April 2, 
Prime Minister Imran Khan had “strongly” condemned the 
Modi government’s continuing attempts to illegally alter the 
demography of India-occupied Jammu and Kashmir.“We 
strongly condemn the racist Hindutva Supremacist Modi 
Governments’s continuing attempts to illegally alter the 
demography of IOJK in violation of all international laws & 
treaties,” he tweeted. “The new Jammu and Kashmir Reor-
ganization Order 2020 is a clear violation of the 4th Geneva 
Convention.”Pakistan and the United Kingdom have agreed 
to continue discussions to cope with the challenge of Coro-
navirus pandemic effectively. 

ISLAMABAD

The government on Tuesday said that the 
countrywide lockdown has been extend-
ed for the next two weeks citing fears of 
spread of the novel coronavirus. But, sev-
eral essential industries and sectors will 
be allowed to reopen given that the pre-
scribed SOP’s are strictly adhered to. Fed-
eral Minister of Industries and Production 
Hammad Azhar laid out the government’s 
plan regarding businesses and industries. 
He clarified that with the consensus of 
federal and provincial governments, items 
of daily-use, food and grocery, medicine, 
agriculture, fuels, media, banking and re-
lief organizations as well as businesses 
and industries related to these sectors 
are already operational.The Minister said 
that on direction of the Prime Minister, 

his team identified low-risk industries 
where there was a lower chance of the vi-
rus spreading and proposed for them to 
be exempt from the lockdown. Hammad 
Azhar went on to highlight the govern-
ment’s plan, which has been agreed upon 
by all stake-holders. All these sectors will 
have to adhere with the SOP’s already 
provided to the provincial governments. 
The provincial and federal governments 
had differing opinions.Federal govern-
ment has recommended allowing them to 
operate but it was decided that it will be 
the prerogative of the provincial govern-
ments. All provincial governments exclud-
ing Sindh agreed to allow these profes-
sionals to work.The Federal Minister said 
it has been proposed that the construction 
sector should be reopened in phases with 
basic industries such as bricks and cement 

manufacturing industries being reopened 
first.All stakeholders agreed to allow ce-
ment plants, brick kilns, stone crushing 
plants, bitumen plants and pre-fab materi-
al manufacturers to be reopened in phase 
one. However, on the topic of reopening 
construction sites, only Punjab and Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa agreed with the Fed-
eral government’s stance while the others 
disagreed to resuming construction work 
just yet.Hammad Azhar reiterated that all 
these exemptions have been given with 
the understanding that all given SOP’s will 
be followed strictly. He also said that as 
the coronavirus situation is still develop-
ing, there will be periodic reviews of the 
government’s policy. Moreover, there will 
be a comprehensive review before Rama-
dan and revisions will be made as the situ-
ation demands, he added.
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Global Markets

Stocks gain on China trade data, easing pandemic worries

EU mulls over €1.5tr coronavi-
rus recovery fund

Pandemic

China’s support to Pakistan continues

ADB triples coronavirus rescue 
package to $20bn

RAWALPINDI

A Pakistan Army soldier embraced martyrdom in an exchange of fire with 
terrorists during an intelligence-based operation (IBO) in North Waziristan 
on Tuesday, said Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR). According to the 
military’s media wing, the security forces, taking action on a report about 
the presence of terrorists, conducted the operation in the area.As Quick Re-
action Force cordoned off the area, the terrorists opened fire to flee, ISPR 
said and added that during the exchange of fire, a soldier embraced mar-
tyrdom. The martyred soldier was identified as Lance Naik Irshad Khan, 
resident of Jamrud. Earlier on April 13, Security forces had shot dead two 
terrorists in an operation in North Waziristan’s Datta Khel area, the Inter-
Services Public Relations (ISPR) had said. 


