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The government under 
the leadership of Prime 

Minister Imran Khan 
has taken steps on war 

footing to keep the people 
of Pakistan safe from 

coronavirus.

Minister of State for Climate Change 

Zartaj Gul

China eases liquidity crunch facing real sector, small firms

Russian GDP to decline 5% in 2020

The Asian Telegraph
RAWALPINDI

Indian troops on Monday yet again resorted to un-
provoked firing on the civilian population in Baroh, 
Dhudnial, Rakhchikri and Chirikot sectors along the 
Line of Control (LoC), the Inter-Services Public Relations 
said on Monday. In a statement, Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR) Director General Major General Babar 
Iftikhar said that the Indian Army troops in total disre-
gard to the ceasefire agreement and international con-
ventions initiated unprovoked ceasefire violations along 
LOC and deliberately targeting the civilian population 
in Baroh, Dhudnial, Rakhchikri and Chirikot Sectors.
Due to indiscriminate Indian fire of heavy weapons and 
mortars, a two-years-old minor Muhammad Haseeb in 
the Dhudnial sector, embraced martyrdom while four 
citizens including a woman and 72-years-old senior 
citizen in Baroh, Rakhchikri and Chirikot sectors sus-
tained serious injuries, reads a statement. Injured have 
been evacuated to a nearby health facility for necessary 
medical care, the ISPR added. Pakistan Army troops 
effectively responded and targeted those Indian posts 
which initiated fire.Indian troops on Sunday also re-
sorted to unprovoked ceasefire violations along LoC in 
Chirikot and Shakargarh sectors. Due to indiscriminate 
fire of mortars in Chirikot Sector along LOC, a 35-years-
old innocent civilian resident of Serian village got injured 
in Shakargarh Sector along Working Boundary, while 57 
years-old citizen, resident of village Nangal also sustained 
serious injuries, reads a statement.In 2020, Indian Army 
has thus far committed 708 ceasefire violations so far, 
in which 2 citizens embraced martyrdom while 42 sus-
tained injuries, the ISPR statement concluded. An Indian 
drone was shot down by the Pakistan Armed Forces on 
April 9 along the Line of Control (LOC), Sankh sector for 
airspace and border violation. 

Oil fluctuates despite historic output cut deal
KSA, US, Russia satisfied 

over new OPEC+ deal
SINGAPORE/RIYADH/LONDON

Oil prices fluctuated on Monday as the 
positive impact of major producers agree-
ing record global output cuts was offset 
by concerns they will not be sufficient to 
reduce a glut as the coronavirus pandemic 
hammers demand. Futures in London 
were down 0.4 per cent after the Opec+ 
alliance agreed to a plan to slash produc-
tion by 9.7 million barrels a day starting 
in May, ending a price war between Saudi 
Arabia and Russia. The group reached a 
deal following days of intense negotia-
tions after Mexico declined to endorse 
the original agreement reached Thursday.
The US, Brazil and Canada will contribute 
an additional 3.7 million barrels on paper 
as their production declines, and other 
Group of 20 nations will cut 1.3 million 
more. The G-20 numbers don’t represent 
real voluntary cuts but rather the im-
pact that low prices have already had on 
output, and they would need months, or 
perhaps more than a year, to take effect. 
Brent for June delivery was 18 cents lower 
at US$31.30 a barrel on the ICE Futures 
Europe exchange as of 11:55am in Dubai. 
The contract jumped as much as 8 per 
cent, or US$2.51, earlier in the day. It lost 
7.7 per cent last week and has fallen from 
US$66 at the end of last year.West Texas 
Intermediate for May delivery was trading 
0.7 per cent higher at US$22.91 a barrel 
on the New York Mercantile Exchange, 
after dropping almost 20 per cent last 
week. Oil prices have been in freefall 
since the middle of February as some of 
the world’s biggest economies went into 
lockdown to try and stop the spread of 

the coronavirus. Whether the Opec+ deal 
will be enough to steady a market where 
demand losses may be as much as 35 
million barrels a day and storage space is 
rapidly running out remains to be seen. 
Goldman Sachs Group called the agree-
ment “historic yet insufficient”.“The deal is 
a little less than the market expected given 
that Mexico has gotten off easy,” said Andy 
Lipow, president of Lipow Oil Associates 
LLC in Houston. “The hard work lies ahead 
given that the market is very skeptical that 
Opec+ are actually going to be able to 
come up with their near 10 million barrels 
a day of production cuts.” The voluntary 
reductions by Opec+ would only lead to 
an actual 4.3 million barrel a day cut in 
production from first-quarter levels, as-
suming full compliance by core-Opec and 
50 per cent by other participants in May, 
Goldman said in a note. The bank sees de-
mand losses in April and May averaging 
19 million barrels a day.Mexico will reduce 
output by 100,000 barrels a day, after re-
jecting its 400,000 barrel-a-day share of 
the original deal. President Donald Trump 
helped broker a compromise that allows 
the Latin American nation to count some 

of the US market-driven supply decline 
as its own. Trump had threatened Opec 
leader Saudi Arabia with oil tariffs and 
other measures if it did not fix the mar-
ket’s oversupply problem, as low prices 
have put the US oil industry, the world’s 
largest, in severe distress. The excep-
tion granted to Mexico may drive cracks 
through Opec+ and the lack of a formal 
contribution from non-Opec nations such 
as Canada, Norway and Brazil is also dis-
appointing, said Vandana Hari, founder of 
Vanda Insights in Singapore.There will be 
a lot of scrutiny on compliance and also 
skepticism that the targeted reduction 
can be met, she said.The Opec+ alliance 
initially met on Thursday via video con-
ference. That was followed on Friday by 
a virtual gathering of G-20 energy min-
isters, who pledged to take “all the nec-
essary measures” to maintain a balance 
between oil producers and consumers. 
Saudi Aramco once again delayed a key 
pricing decision in anticipation of final ap-
proval of the deal, with its official selling 
prices now expected on Monday.  

BEIJING
Lu Xiaoliang, general manager of Lanshan 

Motor Company Ltd., based in Yuyao city 
of east China’s Zhejiang Province, can take 
a breather now as his cash-strapped com-
pany has obtained over 1.8 million yuan 
(about 256,000 U.S. dollars) through dis-
counted bills. The small-sized electrical 
machinery maker raised the money from 
CITIC Bank, a major commercial lender in 
China, at an interest rate of 2.75 percent, 
which largely reduced its financing costs. 
Having faced cash strains since resuming 
work in mid-February, it finally solved 
the fund shortage in the purchase of raw 
materials, Lu said.The company’s success 
with raising funds at lower costs came as 

China has adopted a mix of measures to 
prop up credit support for the real sector 
of the economy, especially for small and 
medium-sized firms. According to a re-
cent State Council executive meeting, the 
People’s Bank of China (PBOC) has allo-
cated a 300-billion-yuan special re-lending 
quota, which has so far supported more 
than 7,000 key enterprises involved in the 
outbreak response.Another 500 billion 
yuan of re-lending and re-discount quota 
is now supporting an increasing number 
of micro, small and medium-sized firms to 
get loans at rates below 4.55 percent, the 
meeting said. The latest PBOC data showed 
that new yuan-denominated loans hit 7.1 
trillion yuan in the first quarter (Q1), up 

1.29 trillion yuan from the same period last 
year.In March alone, the figure amounted 
to 2.85 trillion yuan, a year-on-year rise 
of 1.16 trillion yuan. The Q1 loans were 
mainly channeled to the real sector of the 
economy, with 85.1 percent of the total 
going to enterprises and public institutions, 
Ruan Jianhong, a PBOC official, told a Friday 
press briefing. Since the beginning of 2020, 
the central bank has offered reasonable and 
sufficient liquidity to the market through 
policy toolkits including across-the-board 
and targeted reserve requirement ratio cuts 
and open market operations, leading to a 
drop in market interest, said Dong Ximiao, 
a researcher with the National Institution 
for Finance and Development. 

Tele School Television Channel launched

Relief for labourers, daily-wagers top 
priority: PM

ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Imran Khan on Monday said 
the foremost priority of the government amid 
coronavirus situation was to provide relief 
to weaker segment of society particularly la-
bourers, daily-wagers and people with humble 
background. The prime minister expressed 
these views while chairing a review meeting 
on the implementation of financial package an-
nounced by the government. The meeting was 
attended by federal ministers including Syed 
Fakhar Imam, Hammad Azhar, Omar Ayub, 
Asad Umer, Finance Adviser Dr Abdul Hafeez 
Sheikh, Commerce Adviser Abdul Razak Da-
wood, Adviser on Institutional Reforms Dr 
Ishrat Hussain, Special Assistant on Social 
Welfare Dr Sania Nishtar, Chairman National 
Disaster Management Authority Lt Gen Mu-

hammad Afzal, the Managing Director Utility 
Stores Corporation and other senior officials.
The Finance Secretary gave an in-depth 
briefing on the so far progress on financial 
assistance worth Rs 1.2 trillion announced 
for different sectors. The Managing Direc-
tor Utility Stores briefed about the position 
of available stock of items and arrangements 
in view of the month of Ramzan. The meet-
ing was apprised that Rs 25 billion were im-
mediately provided to NDMA for necessary 
arrangements against coronavirus including 
diagnosis and treatment of affected patients.
 Fifty billion rupees were allocated for medi-
cal equipment and facility of doctors and 
paramedic staff. For tax relief on food and 
health, Rs 15 billion have been allocated, 
of which Rs 10 billion have been spent so 

far. For relief of daily-wagers, an amount 
of Rs 200 billion has been allocated. For 
other weaker segments and shelter homes, 
Rs 150 billion have been disbursed al-
ready, of which Rs 6 billion are reserved 
for expansion of network of shelter homes.
 For relief to consumers of petrol and diesel, 
Rs 70 billion have been allocated. The pub-
lic will benefit from Utility Stores, for which 
Rs 50 billion have been disbursed for sale of 
items on cheaper rates. On relief in electricity 
and gas consumer bills, the government will 
provide a relief of Rs 100 billion. Exporters 
will also get a relief of Rs 100 billion. Prime 
Minister Khan also appealed to the overseas 
Pakistanis to come forward and donate gener-
ously to the national Corona Relief Fund as the 
country faced looming challenge of poverty.

ADB unveils $20b 
coronavirus rescue 

package
MANILA

The Asian Development Bank said 
Monday it will roll out a massive $20 bil-
lion package to help developing member 
nations weather the economic fallout from 
the coronavirus pandemic. The fund repre-
sents the tripling of a package announced 
just a month ago, which the ADB decided 
to boost as the scale of the contagion’s im-
pact has mushroomed. Nearly simultane-
ous shutdowns across the global economy, 
with workers ordered to hunker down at 
home against the virus, have set the stage 
for a deep recession.Officially reported 
COVID-19 cases worldwide have topped 
1.8 million and claimed around 115,000 
lives globally.“The scope and the scale of 
the crisis make it imperative for the ADB 
to expand its support,” bank president 
Masatsugu Asakawa said in a video state-
ment. Up to $13 billion in loans will be 
made available to help virus-hit develop-
ing members fill in budget gaps, with an-
other roughly $2 billion set for the private 
sector. Developing members of the bank 
range from Afghanistan and Myanmar to 
India and China.

The ADB warned earlier this month the 
pandemic could cost the global economy 
$4.1 trillion as it ravages the United States, 
Europe and other major economies. 
Markets have been sent spinning as trad-
ers fret over the crisis’s long-term impact, 
though governments and central banks 
have stepped in to ease the pain, pledging 
trillions to prop up economies

ISLAMABAD
Advisor to the Prime Minster on 

Commerce and Investment, Abdul 
Razak Dawood on Monday said the 
government was committed to bring 
out comprehensive solutions for sus-
taining the economic growth in the 
wake of global outbreak of COVID-19, 
coronavirus pandemic in the country. 
The commerce ministry was actively 
engaging with all relevant stakehold-
ers to understand the issues related to 
trade and investment in current chal-
lenging situation, said a press release 
issued by Ministry of Commerce here.

 This was remarked by Advisor to 
the PM on Commerce in a meeting 
with a delegation of Sialkot Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry to discuss 
the latter’s problems in the fallout of 
Covid-19. Assuring the delegation of 
complete support from ministry of 
commerce the advisor informed that 
the ministry had already tasked its 
trade and investment officers posted 
abroad to explore new and viable mar-
kets for the import of food items and to 

ensure that export orders of Pakistani 
exporters were not canceled.While the 
adviser also apprised the delegation of 
the progress on relief package for the 
industry, particularly the Small and 
Medium Enterprises (SMEs) sector, 
along with protection to the workers, 
who had suffered a lot in the crisis due 
to lockdowns in the country. The meet-
ing was also attended by secretary com-
merce along with his team. During the 

meeting, the delegation informed about 
the issues faced by the business com-
munity, including support from local 
administration for opening of busi-
ness activities to fulfill export orders.
The secretary commerce assured the 
delegation of early resolution of their 
problems by taking up these issues dur-
ing the meeting of National Command 
and Operation Centre (NCOC) of the 
National Coordination Committee. 

Razak for inclusive economic solution in 
COVID-19

MOSCOW
Russia’s GDP will fall by about 

5% by the end of 2020 if quaran-
tine measures in connection with 
the spread of a new coronavirus 
infection are extended, head of the 
Accounts Chamber Alexey Kudrin 
said in an interview with RBC TV 
channel. “Today, we see that our 
country has been affected by quar-
antine, which has been going on for 
at least a month already. We don’t 
know yet, if we may have to extend 
this quarantine, [which means that] 
some industries or specific regions 
will still be in a very difficult situa-
tion. I think that the fall (of Russia’s 
GDP - TASS) will be closer to 5%. 
It is very difficult to give strict 
rigorous estimates,” he said.“If we 
take the average consensus fore-
cast of about a dozen of companies 
provided by the Higher School of 
Economics (HSE), the decline in 
GDP growth will be 2%. This is 
much more optimistic than it was in 
2009. Let me remind you, that the 
decline was about 7.8-7.9% at that 
time, “Kudrin added. Restoration 
of the Russian economy will begin 

in the Q3 of 2020, chief economist 
of VEB.RF Andrey Klepach said on 
Monday. “In the Q3, the Russian 
economy will begin to overcome 
the negative effects of declining 
oil prices and coronavirus. We ex-
pect a recovery trend. The govern-
ment’s measures taken to support 
the economy and the agreements 
reached within OPEC+ will play 
a big part,” Klepach said.In addi-
tion, according to the economist, 
the deal to limit OPEC+ oil produc-
tion will help to avoid chaos in the 
oil market and raise oil prices to 
$34-44 per barrel. “Since Russia’s 
budget is based on the price of $42, 

this will allow the government to 
fulfill all its social obligations, but 
in the coming years budget plans 
need to be built focusing on low 
oil prices,” he added. At the same 
time, he emphasized that the self-
isolation regime had an impact on 
all sectors of the economy, but most 
of all on small and medium-sized 
businesses.Soon, the measures al-
ready taken by the government will 
begin to work … at the same time, 
additional measures are needed to 
restart economic growth and es-
pecially the activities of small and 
medium-sized businesses. Experts 
discuss the possibility of providing 
all employees in the most affected 
sectors, including individual en-
trepreneurs, grants or subsidies at 
the minimum wage level or higher. 
Moreover, the burden of payments 
between business and the state 
could be divided in a 50/50 pro-
portion. Other budgetary and credit 
incentives are possible. The govern-
ment will soon come out with a new 
package that additional stimulus 
measures, Klepach concluded.

Indian shelling martyred 
minor, injured 4 civilians 

along LoC: ISPR

Prime Minister Khan urges overseas Pakistanis to donate generously to Corona Relief Fund
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Repatriation of 
Overseas Pakistanis

Coronavirus has put a halt to the interconnected and fast-
paced global village and most of the nations are practising 
the isolation mechanisms to lower the spread of this epide-
miologic calamity. According to official figures, more than 9 
million Pakistani citizens are working in foreign countries 
and sending huge sums of remittances to their country of 

origin. A report furnished by the State Bank of Pakistan in 2017 stated 
that natives working abroad account for the transmittals of more than 
USD15 billion remittances to Pakistan and this figure are estimated to 
reach at $28 billion in the year 2020. Apart from their contribution at 
home, these valiant workers have been the wheel of progression for 
many foreign countries, especially in the Middle Eastern region. The 
metamorphosis of UAE and mainly of Dubai city from an oil-dependent 
economy to the financial centre of the world was due to the services 
furnished by the expatriates of South Asia. Except for India, the majority 
of workers community in the Gulf States belongs to a Muslim country, 
which is why these countries receive an upper hand and preferential 
treatment from the emperors of the Gulf region. These expatriates are 
now stuck in a foreign land due to the ongoing global health crisis. Gulf 
companies having overseas staffs are called to a halt, which is expected 
to remain intact for the next few months. In this precarious time, at one 
hand, the remunerations remain a hot debate but on the other side, 
the homecoming of the overseas Pakistanis who are stuck in foreign 
countries remains an impasse. Those impudent sons of nation cannot 
fly back to their motherland due to global lockdown situation. However, 
the Pakistani government is engaged in discussions and making special 
arrangements with their counterparts to ensure the welfare of Pakistani 
denizens living abroad and to bring expats home safe and sound.

Knowledge-Power Nexus

Future of a nation is decided by the efficacy of its political sys-
tem, solvency in its economic affairs and ideals of progress in 
its social edifice. There are myriad other indicators to deter-
mine the trajectory of a nation but the most significant one is 
the level of literacy and standard of education of a nation which 
makes the success in future certain. According to UNESCO, the 

outbreak of this rapidly spreading virus put a halt to the educational 
institutes of more than 180 countries and China is among the first one 
among them. If this pandemic were an attempt to stall the Chinese rise 
as the world power, it would have an everlasting impact on the race of 
knowledge generation, particularly in the discipline of natural sciences. 
However, the case of developing countries like Pakistan is much different 
because of their financial insolvency hindering them to partake in scien-
tific research and development initiatives. Currently, western academia 
is having a larger sphere of influence than eastern or oriental scholar-
ship and it has many unseen and farfetched consequences. By dissecting 
the knowledge-power nexus, one can understand the dominance of the 
English language and Oxford or Harvard model of education across the 
globe as a channel of sustenance of Western neo-imperialism. Allama 
Iqbal and other aboriginal thinkers stressed for a homegrown education 
system, which should meet the need of the hour and imbibe the sense of 
an eastern Muslim identity in masses as well. Education acted as a wheel 
of human progress but also as an instrument of servitude. The western 
masters are still shepherding the people of the world, especially of the 
global south as they are children of a lesser God but the truth is that 
majority of nation-states in the world are under the spell of West and 
seeing the world through a western prism. To be on equal footing with 
the modern western nations, others have to stop following the suite and 
devise their indigenous system of education.  

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Lifting Global Coronavirus LockdownLifting Global Coronavirus Lockdown

The future is uncertain, but it seems 
likely that over the next 18 months 
the world will experience a cycle of 
lockdowns while it awaits a vaccine. 
Repeated lockdowns will lead to mass 
unemployment, rising national debt, 

uncontrolled bankruptcies and widespread social 
unrest as people grow sick of draconian measures. 
People are now asking how quickly the lockdown 
can be lifted and how soon conditions can return 
to normal. Iran began reopening government of-
fices Saturday after a brief nationwide lockdown 
to help contain the worst  coronavirus  outbreak 
in the Middle East, which has killed more than 
4,300 people in the country. Authorities had or-
dered most government agencies and all non-
essential businesses to remain closed for a week 
after the Nowruz holiday ended on April 4. The 
government offices outside Iran’s capital, Tehran, 
reopened Saturday with a third of all employees 
working from home, state media reported. Women 
who have young children were given priority in 
deciding who works remotely. Businesses outside 
the capital were also allowed to reopen Saturday, 

the first day of the work week. Businesses in 
Tehran will be allowed to reopen next Saturday, 
provided they register with authorities and fol-
low guidelines on social distancing set out by 
the Health Ministry. Government offices in the 
capital will reopen with two-thirds of employees 
coming in. The Health Ministry meanwhile re-
ported another 125 deaths, bringing the overall 
toll to 4,357. Iran has reported more than 70,000 
confirmed cases, and authorities say more than 
40,000 have recovered. The virus causes mild to 
moderate symptoms in most patients, who recover 
within a few weeks. But it is highly contagious and 
can cause severe illness or death, particularly in 
elderly patients or those with underlying health 
problems. Some European countries have cau-
tiously announced plans to lift coronavirus lock-
down measures over the coming days, seeking to 
pave the way for a return to normal life after a 
month of severe restrictions. The WHO recognized 
Europe as the epicenter of the global outbreak in 
early March, with Spain, Italy, France and Germany 
all now reporting more than 100,000 cases of the 
virus. However, some smaller countries in the 
region have reported a slowing number of new 
infections and fatalities in recent days. It has ten-
tatively elevated hopes of a possible exit strategy 
to the pandemic. Austria, the Czech Republic, 
Denmark and Norway have now all announced 
plans to slowly relax national lockdowns later this 
month. The ongoing public health crisis has meant 
countries around the world have effectively had 
to shut down, with many governments imposing 
draconian measures on the daily lives of billions of 
people. The restrictions, which have ranged from 

school closures to social distancing and bans on 
public gatherings, were brought in to try to slow 
the spread of the coronavirus pandemic. The UK 
lockdown may be lifted when coronavirus cases 
consistently fall below 50 a day, a global health 
expert has said. Britain appears to be heading to-
wards a peak after which the number of deaths 
would start to decline, and ministers’ minds are 
turning towards an exit strategy. The Government 
said modelling is due next week which will show 
new trajectories for the virus, but public health 
officials say the curve appears to be flattening. 
Until now it has been unclear how low the rate of 
cases would need to get in countries before the 
lifting of restrictions would be considered.  But 
Sung-Il Cho, Professor of Epidemiology at Seoul 
National University, who has been critical to South 
Korea’s response to the virus, said that when cases 
dropped to below 50 for a fortnight it would be 
possible to move to gradual recovery. Experts have 
suggested measures could begin to be lifted by the 
end of May, but there is also a decision about how 
far we go with suppressing the virus after we’ve 
gone past the peak. We could drive levels down as 
low as possible and that will greatly limit the abil-
ity of the virus to bounce back in a second wave. 
But the tradeoff is maintaining the lockdown for 
longer. Or we could exit lockdown earlier and ac-
cept having a higher number of cases bubbling 
away, which creates its own problems.

James Gunn: Guardians 3 plans remain the same
HOLLYWOOD

James Gunn says ‘Guardians of the 
Galaxy Vol. 3’ plans are still “exactly the 
same as they were before coronavirus”.  
The 53-year-old director reassured fans the mo-
tion picture - which Disney is yet to assign a release 
date to - is still on track, despite the pandemic. 
He wrote on Twitter: “Right now the 
plans with Vol 3 are also exactly the 
same as they were before coronavirus.” 
Last week, Gunn hinted ‘The Suicide Squad’ is still on 
course for an August 2021 release - and he has fur-
ther elaborated on that, admitting there is “no reason” 
for the motion picture’s release date to be changed. 
He wrote: “Right now there’s no reason for 
#TheSuicideSquad release date to move. We are 
on or ahead of schedule. We were extremely for-
tunate to wrap shooting & set up editing from 
our homes (due to a post production team & 
studio with foresight) before quarantine. (sic)” 
But he admitted there could still be a 
wait for the film’s first official image. 
In response to a fan who asked if we are “close” to 
the first official image dropping, Gunn tweeted: “I 
wish we were but, as you might imagine, although 
editing #TheSuicideSquad has been pretty smooth in 
the time of quarantine (I’m working on the cut right 
now), there are a lot of other factors slowed - some of 
those related to releasing images, trailers, etc. (sic)” 
Asked on Twitter last week if the coronavirus-enforced 
shutdown was affecting his work, James replied: “On 
The Suicide Squad? We are still on schedule as of now.” 

The movie sees Margot Robbie, Joel Kinnaman and 
Jai Courtney reprise their roles from 2016’s ‘Suicide 

Squad’, as well as the introduction on newcomers 
such as John Cena, Idris Elba and Taika Waititi.

SpaceX Starship SN4 prototype comes 
together quick after SN3’s demise

ROCHESTER
While many businesses in Texas 

are shuttered due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, SpaceX is busy work-
ing at its Boca Chica develop-
ment facility to assemble another 
Starship prototype shortly after a 
previous version collapsed during 
a pressure test earlier this month.  
A webcam setup by a nearby resi-
dent captured the above time lapse 
video of the Starship prototype SN4 
getting stacked inside the company’s 
on-site vehicle assembly building. 
NASASpaceflight.com reports that 
bulkheads for another unit, SN5, 
are also being built at the facility.  
This has been the company’s op-
erating mode during Starship’s 
development -- to rapidly assem-
ble two prototypes at the time to 
be able to quickly pivot to a new 
unit if one fails. So far, both SN1 
and SN3 have failed during pres-
sure tests while SN2 passed. 
SpaceX CEO and founder Elon Musk 
has said that this series of prototypes 
will be capable of flying to an altitude 
of around 12.4 miles (20 kilometers) 
and landing back on Earth. It’s likely 

we’ll see one of the SN series of proto-
types do a shorter “hop” before that. 
It’s not clear when we might see any 
of the Starship prototypes leave the 
ground, but Musk should soon have a 
quiver of three of the rockets to work 
with, which will surely help.

CALIFORNIA
In a recent study researchers moved one step 

closer to the ability to make heparin in cultured 
cells. Heparin is a potent anti-coagulant and the 
most prescribed drug in hospitals, yet cell-culture-
based production of heparin is currently not possible. 
In particular, the researchers found a critical gene 
in heparin biosynthesis: ZNF263 (zinc-finger pro-
tein 263). The researchers believe this gene regu-
lator is a key discovery on the way to industrial 
heparin production. The idea would be to control 
this regulator in industrial cell lines using genetic 
engineering, paving the way for safe industrial pro-
duction of heparin in well-controlled cell culture. 
Heparin is currently produced by extracting the drug 
from pig intestines, which is a concern for safety, sustain-
ability, and security reasons. Millions of pigs are needed 
each year to meet our needs, and most manufacturing 
is done outside the USA. Furthermore, ten years ago, 
contaminants from the pig preparations led to dozens of 
deaths. Thus, there is a need to develop sustainable re-

combinant production. The work in PNAS provides new 
insights on exactly how cells control synthesis of heparin. 
Heparin is a special subtype of a more general class of 
carbohydrates, called heparan sulfates, that are produced 
by a wide range of cells, both in the human body, as well 
as in cell culture. Yet, heparin is exclusively produced in 
a special type of blood cells called mast cells. To this day, 
heparin cannot be successfully produced in cell culture. 
Researchers at UC San Diego reasoned that hepa-
rin synthesis must be under the control of cer-
tain gene regulators (called transcription factors), 
whose tissue-specific occurrence might give 
mast cells the unique ability to produce heparin. 
Since regulators for heparin were not known, a research 
team led by UC San Diego professors Jeffrey Esko and 
Nathan Lewis used bioinformatic software to scan the 
genes encoding enzymes involved in heparin produc-
tion and specifically look for sequence elements that 
could represent binding sites for transcription factors. 
The existence of such a binding site could indicate 
that the respective gene is regulated by a correspond-

ing gene regulator protein, i.e. a transcription factor. 
“One DNA sequence that stood out the most is pre-
ferred by a transcription factor called ZNF263 
(zinc-finger protein 263),” explains UC San Diego pro-
fessor Nathan E. Lewis, who holds appointments in 
the UC San Diego School of Medicine’s Department 
of Pediatrics and in the UC San Diego Jacobs School 
of Engineering’s Department of Bioengineering. 
“While some research has been done on this gene 
regulator, this is the first major regulator involved 
in heparin synthesis,” said Lewis. He is also Co-
Director of the CHO Systems Biology Center at 
the UC San Diego Jacobs School of Engineering. 
Using the gene-editing technology, CRISPR/Cas9, the 
UC San Diego researchers mutated ZNF263 in a human 
cell line that normally does not produce heparin. 
They found that the heparan sulfate that this cell line 
would normally produce was now chemically altered 
and showed a reactivity that was closer to heparin. 
Experiments further showed that ZNF263 represses key 
genes involved in heparin production. 

Closer to producing heparin in the lab

w Amna Malik
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Representatives of the USSR, Afghanistan, the 

United States, and Pakistan sign an agreement 
calling for the withdrawal of Soviet forces from 
Afghanistan. Soviet Union signed accords under 
which it would begin withdrawing its 115,000 
troops from Afghanistan in a month’s time. In ex-
change for an end to the disputed Soviet occupation, 
the United States agreed to end its arms support for 
the Afghan anti-Soviet factions, and Afghanistan and 
Pakistan agreed not to interfere in each other’s affairs. 
Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze said his 
country felt no sense of defeat. He spoke at a news 
conference after signing the agreements together 
with foreign ministers from the United States, 
Pakistan and Afghanistan at the United Nations’ 
European headquarters in Geneva. The Soviet 
troops will begin leaving the mountainous coun-
try, where they have been backing the Marxist 
Government in Kabul since 1979, on May 15 and 
the withdrawal will be completed nine months later. 
Shevardnadze said the Soviet generals do not think 
they have lost a war. There was never any question 
of waging a war against the Afghan people, he said. 
In 1978, a Soviet-backed coup in Afghanistan in-
stalled a new communist government under Nur 
Mohammad Taraki. However, in 1979, a second coup 
toppled Taraki’s government in favor of Hafizullah 
Amin, a Muslim leader less favorable to the Soviets. 

USSR inked agreement to withdraw from Afghanistan
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Miley Cyrus ‘set to make a Liam 
Hemsworth-inspired rock album’

Washington 
Miley Cyrus is reportedly set to make a rock album 
inspired by her split from Liam Hemsworth. 
The 27-year-old singer is apparently poised 
to ditch her pop roots in order to adopt 
a dramatically new sound, with her di-
vorce from the Hollywood star set to prove 
a major influence on the upcoming record.  
An insider told The Sun newspaper’s Bizarre 
column: “Miley had a lot of music ready to 
go last summer but went back to the draw-
ing board when she split up with Liam. 
“There was a lot of soul-searching to be done 
and she re-evaluated everything in her life, in-
cluding the songs she was preparing to release.” 
Miley’s new album will feature a col-
laboration with the US band Blink-182. 
The source shared: “She got in the studio with 
Blink-182 at the end of last year and is re-
ally pleased with the result. The album is 
now sounding much more rock ‘n’ roll. It’s a 
far cry from her pop sound of years gone by.” 
Miley is currently in a relationship with 
Cody Simpson, having announced her sepa-
ration from Liam back in August last year. 
Meanwhile, Liam recently revealed he is focusing on 
“rebuilding” his life following his split from Miley. 

Lovato, Smith set to drop 
collaboration

NEWYORK
Demi Lovato and Sam Smith have dropped 
huge hints they are to release a collaboration. 
The pair have taken to social media to tease a 
potential duet, which is set to drop this week. 
Sam tweeted: “YOU READY? @ddlovato (sic)” 
Demi replied:  “I ’M READY (sic)” 
The ‘Sorry Not Sorry’ hitmaker’s manager Scooter 
Braun wrote: “This week!! #SamxDemi (sic)” 
Both Sam and Demi said the news will be re-
vealed on Monday (13.04.20). In a post on 
Sunday (12.04.20), Sam shared: “I have an an-
nouncement tomorrow... @ddlovato (sic)” 
Demi wrote: “Tomorrow” Last month, Sam revealed 
plans to rename their third album, which has also 
been delayed due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
The ‘Too Good At Goodbyes’ hitmaker was due 
to release the record - which was originally ti-
tled ‘To Die For’ - on June 5th, but is now mak-
ing some “important changes” to the album. 
In an Instagram post, Sam wrote: “I have done 
a lot of thinking the last few weeks and feel 
the title of my album and imminent release 
doesn’t feel right, so I have come to the deci-
sion to continue working on the album and 
make some important changes and additions.” 

Exes J.Lo, Diddy Reunite for Dance-
a-Thon Coronavirus Fundraiser

Los Angeles
Jennifer Lopez and her ex, Diddy, reunited over 
Instagram Live for a good cause on Sunday. 
Diddy kicked off what he called the “world’s big-
gest dance-a-thon” on Sunday -- in an effort to raise 
money to benefit healthcare workers in underserved 
areas amid the coronavirus outbreak -- and he was 
joined by a number of big stars, including Lopez. 
The friendly exes chatted and joked around 
while dancing together virtually over video chat. 
The Hustlers star, who joked around with Diddy 
as they danced, claiming that she “taught” him his 
moves, also brought over her fiancé, Alex Rodriguez, 
who appeared to be a huge fan of the rapper. 
“This man right here is like your biggest fan,” Lopez said 
of her fiancé, adding that Diddy is one of his “heroes.” 
After Diddy digitally clinked beer bottles with 
Rodriguez, he toasted the couple to their hap-
piness, telling the pair, “I just love you guys.” 
“We love you, and we love what you’re 
doing,” Lopez replied. “I just want to send 
you all the love in the world, from my fam-
ily to yours. We love and appreciate you.” 

Reuters
England’s Football Association (FA) has 
offered Wembley Stadium and St George’s 
Park, the National Football Centre, as 
venues to help the Premier League com-
plete the season, the Times has reported 
citing a source familiar with the matter. 
Wembley could host multiple matches 
on the same day while limiting travel be-
tween venues once restrictions are eased, 
the report said, adding that fans were un-
likely to be allowed to attend. Football in 
England has been suspended since March 
13 and its return has been made contin-
gent on medical advice and government 
support. “When we know about the length 
of lockdown and exit mechanisms we can 
see which options are viable,” the source 
told the Times. St George’s Park, which 
has a hotel with 228 guest rooms on site 
as well as 13 pitches, five of which are 
floodlit, could be used as a quarantined 
training centre, the report added. 

LONDON
Chelsea manager Frank Lampard be-
lieves the Blues can be proud of their 
response to the coronavirus crisis. The 
London club quickly offered the use of a 
hotel at their Stamford Bridge stadium 
to health workers once Premier League 
matches were suspended last month and 
have promised to match all donations 
made to domestic abuse charity Refuge 
during a six-week fundraising cam-
paign. Unlike a number of other Premier 
League clubs who have attracted criti-
cism for using the UK government’s fur-
lough scheme to pay non-playing staff, 
Chelsea have so far decided against 
using public money. “I’m very proud 
to be the manager of this club with the 
way Chelsea have handled it,” Lampard 
told Sky Sports. “They were very quick 
to respond with the help of the hotel and 

there’s a lot more work going on with 
the foundation, with link-ups and with 
getting in touch with fans. “There are a 
lot of people at Chelsea who have really 
stood up.” Premier League players had 
been in the firing from prominent poli-
ticians, including UK health secretary 
Matt Hancock, for not agreeing pay cuts.
A fund has since been set up by Premier 
League stars where they will donate to 
help frontline workers in the health ser-
vice and talks over deferring wages are 
ongoing at a number of clubs. “Football 
players will try and do the right thing,” 
added Lampard. “I think they needed 
some time and the politicians jumped 
the gun while things were being pre-
pared. It was unfortunate that picture 
got painted.” With the virus yet to peak 
in the UK, the Premier League season 

has been indefinitely suspended with no 
date even for clubs to return to training.
In the meantime, players are having to 
keep fit at home, but Lampard is wary 
of a quick return to action when re-
strictions are lifted.German clubs have 
already returned to training in small 
groups with hopes the Bundesliga can 
restart behind closed doors next month.

KARACHI
The Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) wit-

nessed a lacklustre start to the week, with 
the benchmark KSE-100 Index shedding 
over 1,100 points intraday owing to grow-
ing concerns over the country’s economic 
growth. According to World Bank, Pakistan 
may fall into recession for the first time in 68 
years, as the country’s economy is expected 
to shrink to 2.2pc. Meanwhile, analysts be-
lieve that the ongoing tussle between some 
industries and the government also added 
to negative sentiments at the bourse. The 
KSE-100 Index remained in the negative ter-
ritory throughout the session, marking its in-
traday low at 30,928.16 after losing 1,105.04 
points. It ended lower by 1,000.22 points at 
31,032.99. Among other indices, the KMI-
30 Index plunged 1,743.62 points to close 
at 48,845.35, while the KSE All Share Index 
lost 587.21 points, settling at 22,108.25. Of 
the total traded shares, 46 advanced and 
238 declined. The overall market volumes 
were recorded at 153.59 million, of which 
126.27 million belonged to KSE-100 scripts. 
Hascol Petroleum Limited (HASCOL -1.98pc), 
Maple Leaf Cement Factory Limited (MLCF 
-6.85pc) and Pioneer Cement Limited (PIOC 
-5.30pc) led the volume chart, exchanging 
16.97 million, 12.70 million and 8.35 mil-

lion shares, respectively. Sectors that painted 
the benchmark index red included banking 
(-254.16 points), power generation & distri-
bution (-149.21 points) and cement (-111.44 
points). Among the companies, Hub Power 
Company Limited (HUBC -126.81 points), 
Engro Corporation Limited (ENGRO -57.48 
points) and United Bank Limited (UBL -51.82 

points) dented the index the most. The power 
generation & distribution sector lost 5.57pc 
from its total market capitalization, with 
Kot Addu Power Company Limited (KAPCO 
-5.23pc), Engro Powergen Qadirpur Limited 
(EPQL -6.78pc), K-Electric Limited (KEL 
-3.45pc) and Nishat Power Limited (NPL 
-4.90pc) ending significantly lower.

 ULAN BATOR
China maintained its position 

as Mongolia’s biggest trade part-
ner in the first quarter of 2020, 
Mongolia’s National Statistics Office 
(NSO) reported on Monday. China 
took up 56.5 percent of Mongolia’s 
total foreign trade, Dorjdamba 
Baasan, an economic statistician 
at the NSO, told a news conference. 
Mongolia traded with a total of 
121 economies around the world 
in the January-March period, during 
which the country’s foreign trade 
volume reached 2.2 billion U.S. dol-
lars, down 28.1 percent from the 
same period last year. The drop in 
foreign trade is partially attributed 
to a temporary suspension of coal 
deliveries across its southern bor-
der into China as part of precau-
tionary measures against COVID-19, 
according to the agency. China has 
been Mongolia’s biggest trading 
partner and top export market for 

many years, with bilateral trade 
surpassing 8 billion dollars in 2019. 
Trade volume between Mongolia 
and China reached 8.9 billion U.S. 
dollars in 2019, accounting for 64.4 
percent of Mongolia’s total foreign 
trade, according to data released 
Sunday by the country’s National 
Statistics Office. Mongolia traded 
with about 152 economies across 
the world in 2019. Its major export 
items to China include coal, copper 
and molybdenum concentrates, ac-

cording to the office. The Mongolia-
China trade volume took 89.1 
percent of the Asian country’s total 
exports through 2019, according 
to the statistics. The bilateral trade 
volume between the two neighbors 
was valued at 8.4 billion dollars in 
2018. The two countries have set a 
10-billion-dollar target for bilateral 
trade in 2020. Mongolia-China rela-
tions are at their best time in his-
tory, Mongolian President Khaltmaa 
Battulga said. Battulga made the re-

marks after receiving the creden-
tials of China’s new ambassador to 
Mongolia Chai Wenrui. Mongolia-
China relations are at the best time 
in history. Bilateral exchanges and 
cooperation in various fields such 
as politics, economy, trade and 
humanities have flourished, bring-
ing benefits to peoples of the two 
countries, said Battulga. Noting 
that Mongolia and China are eter-
nal neighbors, the president said 
his country has always attached 
great importance to developing ties 
with China. In addition, Battulga ex-
pressed his confidence in China’s 
ability to deal with the novel 
coronavirus outbreak. Chai said 
that China is willing to work with 
Mongolia to continuously enrich the 
content of the comprehensive stra-
tegic partnership between the two 
countries, promote further devel-
opment of bilateral relations, and 
make positive contributions to re-
gional prosperity and development.

China remains Mongolia’s biggest trade partner in Q1

ICCI welcomes 
SBP’s refinance 

scheme for 
businesses

ISLAMABAD
The Islamabad Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry (ICCI) 
has welcomed the State Bank of 
Pakistan’s temporary refinance 
scheme for businesses to avoid 
layoff of workers and hoped that 
it would be helpful in reducing the 
liquidity issues of businesses and 
saving jobs of workers Muhammad 
Ahmed Waheed, President, 
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry said that the lockdown 
due to Covid-19 have caused huge 
losses to businesses and it has be-
come difficult for them to pay wages 
and salaries to their workers. He 
said that in these difficult times, 
offering a temporary refinance 
scheme by SPB to business at 5 per-
cent mark-up was a welcome step. 
However, he said that it would have 
been much better if SBP had offered 
businesses an interest free loans 
scheme so that they could be able to 
restore business activities and pay 
more effective role in early revival 
of economy.  ICCI President said that 
the scheme will provide financing 
for wages and salaries expenses 
for three months from April to June 
2020 to those businesses which 
will not layoff their employees for 
these three months while the repay-
ment of the principal amount will 
be made in two years. However, he 
said that due to coronavirus, busi-
nesses have incurred huge losses 
and it might take them many 
years to revive business activities. 

Islamabad 
The Saudi Ports Authority 

(Mawani) said on Monday it had 
signed an agreement worth more 
than $1.9 billion with Saudi Global 
Ports (SGP) to build and operate 
container terminals at a port in 
Dammam. SGP will build, operate 
and transfer the container termi-
nals on a 30-year contract. The 
project will increase the capacity at 
King Abdul Aziz Port in Dammam 
by more than 120 percent to reach 
7.5 million containers and add more 
than 4,000 jobs in the ports and lo-
gistical sectors, the Saudi Minister 
of Transport Saleh Al-Jasser said. 
“We are witnessing today one of 
the most important achievements 
of the Saudi Vision 2030 in the field 
of maritime transport and a historic 
moment for the King Abdulaziz 
Port in Dammam, the eastern gate 
of the Kingdom,” said Chairman 
of SGP, Abdullah Al-Zamil. The 

SGP chairman said operating new 
container and expansion stations 
in King Abdulaziz Port will con-
tribute to accelerating the pace of 
operations, boost trade and gener-
ate economic diversification com-
parable to the oil and gas sector. 
Singapore’s Coordinating Minister 
for Infrastructure and the Minister 
for Transport Khaw Boon Wan – 
who was present during the sign-
ing done over video call – said that 
ports play a crucial role in ensuring 
the flow of goods and the continuity 
of the work of global supply chains. 
The minister added that this mat-
ter becomes more important in light 
of the new coronavirus crisis, which 
requires the transportation of food, 
medical supplies and many basic 
supplies. “Singapore has a close 
working relationship with many 
companies in the eastern province 
including Saudi Aramco,” Khaw 
Boon Wan said.

Saudi Arabia’s Ports Authority signs its biggest deal with SGP worth $1.9bn

Melbourne
Rafael Nadal and Andy Murray 
are among 12 players con-
firmed to play in the virtual 
Madrid Open tennis tourna-
ment this month. David Goffin, 
John Isner, Karen Khachanov, 
Eugenie Bouchard, Kristina 
Mladenovic and Kiki Bertens 
will also participate from their 
homes in the April 27-30 on-
line competition that is ex-
pected to be broadcast live on 
TV and social media channels. 
Khachanov says “this initia-
tive is interesting and it will 
bring back some competition 
in our sport. I’m looking for-
ward to challenge my fellow 
players and show my skills 
to the tennis fans around the 
world.” There will be 150,000 
euros ($164,000) distributed 
in prize money for each of the 
men’s and women’s events. 
The winners then decide how 
much they want to donate to 
tennis players who are hav-
ing a hard time financially 
without any tournaments to 
play. Another 50,000 euros 
($55,000) will be donated 
to reduce the social impact 

of the pandemic. Each draw 
is expected to have 16 play-
ers competing. The Madrid 
Open was one of more than 
30 professional tournaments 
canceled or postponed be-
cause of the coronavirus 
pandemic. Khachanov said, 
“This initiative is interesting 
and it will bring back some 
competition in our sport. I’m 
looking forward to challenge 
my fellow players and show 
my skills to the tennis fans 
around the world.’’ There will 
be €150,000 in prize money 
for each of the men’s and 
women’s events. The win-
ners then decide how much 
they want to donate to tennis 
players who are having a hard 
time financially without any 
tournaments to play. Another 
€50,000 will be donated to re-
duce the social impact of the 
pandemic. Each draw is ex-
pected to have 16 players com-
peting. The Madrid Open was 
one of more than 30 profes-
sional tournaments canceled 
or postponed because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. It had 
been scheduled for May 1-10.

Stocks plunge 1,000 points on economic concerns

FA offers Wembley to help Premier League complete season

Nadal, Murray confirmed 
in virtual tennis event

Chelsea can be proud of their response to 
coronavirus crisis: Frank Lampard
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SYDNEY/SHANGHAI/TOKYO/SINGAPORE

Global equities weakened on Mon-
day as investors braced for more in-
dications of economic damage from 
the coronavirus pandemic while oil 
prices rose in choppy trade follow-
ing a landmark deal by OPEC and its 
allies to cut output. U.S. West Texas 
Intermediate (WTI) crude futures 
CLc1 were up 3.9% at $23.6 per bar-
rel in a volatile session, having fall-
en more than 3% to $22.03 earlier 
in the day. Those moves came after 
a group of oil producing countries 
known as OPEC+, which includes 
Russia, agreed to reduce produc-
tion by 9.7 million barrels per day 
(bpd) for May-June, after four days 
of marathon talks.MSCI’s broadest 
index of Asia-Pacific shares outside 
Japan .MIAPJ0000PUS lost 0.3%. 
The Nikkei .N225 fell 1.9%, South 
Korean shares .KS11 dropped 1.3% 
while China’s CSI300 index .CSI300 
lost 0.5%. “The combined OPEC+ 
and G-20 cuts should set in place 
a bottoming process for oil prices 

and significantly limit the tail risk 
of free-falling into the single digits 
in our view,” Bank of Singapore, the 
private banking arm of OCBC, said 
in a report.International bench-
mark Brent futures LCOc1 rose 
2.7% to $32.65 per barrel but were 
trading below the day’s highs. In-
vestors are now looking to see if 
the novel coronavirus pandemic, 
which has battered global eco-
nomic growth, will soon peak in 
the United States and Europe, as 
had been initially expected. “While 
panic selling we saw last month has 
faded, not many investors would 
want to chase stock prices higher 
given we are about to see more 
evidence of economic downturns,” 
said Masahiro Ichikawa, senior 
strategist at Sumitomo Mitsui DS 
Asset Management.U.S. S&P 500 
mini futures EScv1 dropped 1.4%, 
erasing a brief gain to a one-month 
high hit earlier in the Asian session. 
Financial markets in Australia, 
New Zealand and Hong Kong were 
closed for a public holiday on Mon-

day as are European markets such 
as Britain, Germany and France. 
Asia’s main ex-Japan stocks gauge 
is up 18% from a four-year low 
struck around mid-March follow-
ing unprecedented global stimulus. 
But the index is off about 18% so 
far this year as investors are uncon-
vinced that the worst is over for the 
markets.Earnings scorecards from 
U.S. companies are in focus this 
week, with banks among the first 
to report, while China releases its 
trade data on Tuesday and closely 
watched gross domestic product 
figures on Friday. Companies are 
only now adjusting their behaviour 
to deal with an expected global re-
cession, which the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) has said will 
be “way worse” than the global fi-
nancial crisis a decade ago. Kia Mo-
tors Corp 000270.KS told its labour 
union in South Korea that it wants 
to suspend operations at three of 
its domestic factories as the out-
break weighs on exports to Europe 
and the United States.

Ministry, ICBC to sup-
port virus-hit foreign 
trade, foreign firms

BEIJING

China will maintain a generally 
steady pace in greenlighting the 
applications of initial public offer-
ings (IPOs) on the basis of ensuring 
stable market operation, Shanghai 
Securities News reported Mon-
day. Issuance of the IPOs will not 
be suspended due to various fac-
tors, nor will they be done in large 
batches or a centralized manner, 
the report said, quoting sources 
from authorities. The China Se-
curities Regulatory Commission 
(CSRC) has been advancing the 
issuance of new IPOs in a regular 
way since the outbreak of the nov-
el coronavirus disease, leveraging 
the capital market’s role in sup-
porting epidemic prevention, work 
resumption and development of 
the real economy.Related depart-

ments are mulling rules on han-
dling interim performance fluc-
tuations due to the epidemic and 
will enhance the capital market’s 
resilience in forestalling risks, ac-
cording to the report. Since the 
beginning of the year, the CSRC has 
given nod to the IPO applications 
of 44 companies and approved the 
registration of 23 IPOs in the sci-
tech innovation board. To date, 57 
companies have completed the is-
suance, raising a total of 82.38 bil-
lion yuan (about 11.7 billion U.S. 
dollars), according to the report.
China’s Ministry of Commerce 
(MOC) has inked a memorandum 
of understanding with the coun-
try’s biggest commercial lender, 
the Industrial and Commercial 
Bank of China (ICBC), to help for-
eign trade and foreign-invested 
firms counter the impact of the 
novel coronavirus epidemic. The 
bank will step up credit support 
and offer its one-stop cross-bor-
der services integrating clearing, 

trading and financing functions to 
help firms stabilize their operation 
while improving efficiency, accord-
ing to an online announcement on 
the MOC’s website. Both parties 
will work together to keep the 
country’s foreign trade and invest-
ment steady in a bid to secure vic-
tory in epidemic control as well as 
economic and social development, 
the announcement said.

ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister’s Special Assistant 
on Social Protection and Poverty 
Alleviation, Dr. Sania Nishtar Mon-
day said hopefully the payment 
process under the second category 
of Ehsaas Emergency Cash Pro-
gramme will start this week. In a 
tweet, Dr. Nishtar urged the exist-
ing Kafalat beneficiaries, (4.5 mil-
lion) whose payments have been 
issued to the designated banks, to 
receive their payments during the 
current week.Those having que-
ries regarding the programme can 
contact 080026477 from 9:00 am 
till 5:00 pm, Dr. Sania Nishtar said. 
The amount of Rs. 12,000 is being 
given to the affected people due to 
lockdown under Ehsaas Emergency 
Cash Programme in three catego-
ries. In the first category, Rs. 12,000 
per month is being given to the cur-
rently enrolled 4.5 million Kafalat 
beneficiaries over and above the 

regular cash transfer of Rs. 2000 
per month. They will get a lump 
sum of Rs. 12,000 covering four 
months.In the second category, 
higher eligibility/ poverty thresh-
old is being used to identify four 
million beneficiaries through the 
National Socioeconomic Database 
who will be given this emergency 
cash amount. The applicants are 
sending SMS on 8171 to apply un-
der this category after which their 
eligibility is identified with the help 
of socioeconomic survey and other 
means.While in the third category, 
3.5 million people would be select-
ed at district level to give them cash 
grant for which the relevant district 
authorities are preparing lists of 
beneficiaries. Prime Minister’s Spe-
cial Assistant on Social Protection 
and Poverty Alleviation, Dr. Sania 
Nishtar Monday said Ehsaas Emer-
gency Cash Program was being sup-
ported by all state agencies on the 
ground to fight corruption.

China to cooperate with 
Russia in virus fight

MOSCOW/BEIJING

Russian President Vladimir Putin on Mon-
day called on the country’s Defense Ministry 
to engage in the fight against coronavirus. 
In a video conference with government of-
ficials, Putin said the Russian military should 
replicate measures other countries have ad-
opted to stem the spread of the virus. “The 
coming weeks will be crucial in many ways, 
which means that all our actions, including 
preventive measures on the ground and 

the organization of the entire health system, 
must be at the optimal level and taking into 
account all factors,” he said.Putin added that 
special attention should be paid to high risk 
areas such as Moscow. Meanwhile, head of 
Russia’s Audit Chamber Alexey Kuprin said 
unemployment figures could surge from 
2.5 million to 8 million due to the economic 
fallout of the pandemic. The death toll from 
coronavirus has soared to 148, with more 
than 18,000 cases confirmed. Last week, 
the work-from-home period was extended 
until April 30. Other measures to tackle 
the disease include a lockdown in Moscow 
and St. Petersburg, among other regions. 
Moreover, the entry of foreign nationals is 
banned and international air traffic remains 
suspended.Chinese authorities will continue 
to cooperate with Russia and take measures 
to maintain regular flights between the two 
countries amid the coronavirus pandemic, 
Chinese Foreign Ministry Spokesperson 
Zhao Lijian said at a briefing on Monday. 
There are regular flights to Moscow from 
Beijing and Shanghai and we will continue to 
take measures to combat the coronavirus, he 
pointed out. 

ECC approves 200,00 
Mt wheat to USC 

from PASSCO 

Two Pak Army pilots martyred 
in aircraft crash: ISPR

Turkish economic turn-
over surges in February

BRUSSELS/ISTANBUL

Turkey’s Automobile Joint Venture Group 
(TOGG) announced on Monday that the 
EU Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO) 
accepted its design registration applica-
tion. The company completed another 
important step in the design process, 
it said in a statement. The registration 
rights are to be valid for the next five 
years, during which the designs of TOGG 
vehicles will be prevented from being 
completely or partially copied by other 
firms.On the other hand, TOGG’s design 
registration applications in Asia and 
America -- currently suspended -- are 
expected to be completed this year. TOGG 
will produce five different models -- SUV, 
sedan, c-hatchback, b-SUV and b-MPV 
-- until 2030 and own their intellectual 
and industrial property rights. The fac-
tory’s cost is expected to reach 22 billion 
Turkish liras ($3.7 billion). It will employ 
4,323 staff, including 300 qualified per-
sonnel.TOGG’s electric vehicle platform, 
designed by TOGG engineers completely 
for all five models, will be original and 
patented. The platform will provide max-
imum efficiency, comfort, durability and 
safety. The cars, indigenous to Turkey, 
will also be supported by the government 
with tax discounts and incentives. The to-
tal turnover of Turkey’s economy jumped 
22.2% year-on-year in February, the 
Turkish Statistical Institute (TurkStat) 
announced Monday.The total turnover 
index for the industry rose 17.1%, con-
struction 8.3%, trade 28.2% and services 
19.8% on annual basis in February 2020, 
according to TurkStat data. Meanwhile, 
the total turnover rose 1.6% on monthly 
basis. 

Pak imports no PPE except 
N-95 masks: Gen Afzal

ISLAMABAD

National Disaster Management Authority 
(NDMA) Chairman Lieutenant General Muham-
mad Afzal Monday said Pakistan was not import-
ing any item of Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) except N-95 face masks as most of the re-
quired PPE was locally produced. Addressing the 
ceremony organized to hand over 15 PCR test-
ing machines and 15,000 testing kits for corona-
virus tests by World Health Organization (WHO) 
at the National Institute of Health (NIH), he said 
there was no dearth of any PPEs whereas the lo-
cally produced equipment was made of global 
standard clothing.He was flanked by Country 
Representative WHO Dr Mahapala and NIH Ex-
ecutive Director Major Gen Aamir Aamir Ikram. 
He said that in order to control inflow and out-
flow of traffic effective measures were made at 
the borders and airports to control coronavirus 
or COVID-19 transmission within and outside 
the country. Recently, he said NDMA had already 
provided 3,900 pieces of PPEs to all frontline 
doctors fighting the pandemic in hospitals of the 
country.“Yesterday, we completed second round 
of our supplies and provided PPEs to 502 hospi-
tals’ doctors across the country.” General Afzal 
said NDMA was in the position to provide over 
100,000 PPEs and all other required equipment 
every week to the doctors across the country. On 
March 14, there were 14 laboratories working 
and around 800 tests per day were carried out. 
“We have 39 functional labs and are also trying 
to activate 27 more within a weeks’ time,” said 
the NDMA chairman.Out of these, 11 were of the 
military and today in NDMA’s warehouse around 
600,000 samples of testing kits were present 
and along with these machines it had 14 extra 
testing machines, which would be distributed 
among the 27 newly established labs, he added. 
“We are harnessing our capabilities across the 
country. A major breakthrough made is of 100 
mobile testing labs that are fully equipped and 
can be placed near the localities fearing outrage 
of coronavirus patients. It can also help in shift-
ing affected patients to quarantine,” General Af-
zal said. He also mentioned that he would raise 
the matter of testing strategy in today’s National 
Command and Operation Centre conference. 

ISLAMABAD

The Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the 
cabinet Monday approved additional 200,000 metric 
tons of wheat for Utility Stores Corporation (USC) 
from Pakistan Agricultural Storage and Services Cor-
poration (PASSCO) reserves. Adviser to the Prime 
Minister on Finance and Revenue Dr Abdul Hafeez 
Shaikh chaired the ECC meeting. According to the 
ECC decision, the wheat would be released in tranch-
es and the first tranche, consisting of 50,000 metric 
tons, would be released immediately while the rest 
would be released on demand by USC.The total cost 
of this package is Rs.8.690 billion including inciden-
tal charges of 1.690 billion, according to statement 
issued by the Finance Ministry here. The adviser di-
rected that the record of the USC and PASSCO should 
be completely computerized to ensure transparency 
and facilitate decision making. There was also a dis-
cussion in ECC on data collection from private flour 
mills in order to ascertain the correct situation of de-
mand and supply of wheat/atta in the country and 
to ensure accuracy in decision making. The adviser 
also asked the Poverty Alleviation Division to ensure 
transparency and efficiency in disbursement of funds 
to the vulnerable in wake of COVID-19 situation in the 
country.Secretary Poverty Alleviation Social Safety 
Division assured the ECC that no one would be al-
lowed to swindle the poor people of the country. He 
informed that the multiple arrests had already been 
made and exemplary punishment would be given to 
those who cheat the poor.

ISLAMABAD

Two pilots were martyred on Monday as Pakistan Army’s 
Mushshak trainer aircraft  crashed near Gujrat, said the 
Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR). The aircraft was on 
a routine training flight, when it crashed. Both the pilots 
named Major Umer and Lieutenant Faizan were mar-
tyred in the the incident, said the military’s media wing.
Major Umer hailed from Gujrat, while Lieutenant Faizan 
was resident of Kalkahar.  In March, the Pakistan Air Force 
(PAF) Wing Commander Noman Akram had embraced 
martyrdom, when F-16 jet crashed near Islamabad’s Sha-
karparian area. According to PAF, the F-16 jet had crashed 
near the Chand Tara area while rehearsing for the March 
23 Parade. A board of inquiry was ordered by Air Head-
quarters to determine the cause of the accident, said PAF 
spokesperson. Earlier in February, a Pakistan Air Force 
(PAF) training aircraft crashed in Mardan’s Takht-i-Bahi 
area during a routine flight.

ISLAMABAD

Indian Charge d’Affaires Gaurav Ahluwa-
lia was summoned at the Foreign Office on 
Monday to lodge Pakistan’s strong protest 
over the ceasefire violations by Indian occu-
pation forces along the Line of Control (LoC) 
in Dhudnial, Rakhchikri, Chirikot and Baroh 
sectors on April 12. Director General (South 
Asia & SAARC) Zahid Hafeez Chaudhry sum-
moned the Indian diplomat and condemned 
the targeting of innocent civilians by the In-
dian occupation forces, the Foreign Office said 
in a statement.He stressed that such “sense-
less Indian acts”, in clear violation of the 2003 
Ceasefire Understanding and complete disre-
gard for international human rights and inter-
national norms, further vitiated the tense at-
mosphere along the LoC and was a “threat to 
regional peace and security”. He said by rais-
ing tensions along the LoC and the Working 
Boundary (WB), India could not divert atten-
tion from the worsening human rights situa-
tion in the Indian Occupied Jammu and Kash-

mir (IOJ&K).  The DG (SA & SAARC) called 
upon the Indian side to respect the 2003 
Ceasefire Understanding, investigate this and 
other such incidents of deliberate ceasefire 
violations and maintain peace along the LoC 
and the WB.He also urged that India should 
permit the United Nations Military Observer 
Group in India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP) to 
play its mandated role as per the United Na-
tions Security Council Resolutions (UNSC). 
The Indian indiscriminate firing resulted in 
martyrdom of a two-year-old Muhammad 
Haseeb s/o Muhammad Yousaf in Dhudnial 
Sector.  In Rakhchikri Sector, two civilians 
Waqar Shah, 26 and Muhammad Sharif, 72, 
suffered critical injuries. In Chirikot Sector, 
17-year-old Tipu s/o Maruf, and in Baroh Sec-
tor, 25-year-old Zareena w/o Riaz Hussain, 
sustained serious injuries.The Indian occupa-
tion forces along LoC and the Working Bound-
ary have continuously been targeting civilian 
populated areas with artillery fire, heavy-
caliber mortars and automatic weapons. This 
year, India has so far committed 749 ceasefire 

violations to date.The Indian occupation forc-
es along LoC and the Working Boundary have 
continuously been targeting civilian populat-
ed areas with artillery fire, heavy-caliber mor-
tars and automatic weapons. This year, India 
has so far committed 749 ceasefire violations 
to date. Condemning the targeting of innocent 
civilians by the Indian occupation forces, Za-
hid Hafeez Chaudhri underscored that such 
senseless Indian acts, in clear violation of the 
2003 Ceasefire Understanding and complete 
disregard for international human rights and 
international norms, further vitiate the tense 
atmosphere along the LoC and are a threat to 
regional peace and security. He added that by 
raising tensions along the LoC and the Work-
ing boundary, India cannot divert attention 
from the worsening human rights situation in 
the Indian Occupied Kashmir. It is pertinent to 
mention here that Indian troops on Monday 
yet again resorted to unprovoked firing on the 
civilian population in Baroh, Dhudnial, Rakh-
chikri and Chirikot sectors along the Line of 
Control (LoC). 

Senseless Indian acts

Pakistan condemns Indian forces for 
targeting of innocent civilians
Foreign Office summons Indian Charge d’Affaires to protest ceasefire 
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Air Chief grieved 
over tragic plane 

crash
ISLAMABAD

Chief of the Air Staff, Pakistan Air 
Force Air Chief Marshal Mujahid An-
war Khan has expressed grief over 
the tragic air crash of Army Aviation 
Mushshak trainer aircraft near Gujrat 
on Monday. The Air Chief prayed for 
the eternal bliss of the martyred souls, 
who embraced Shahdat in the line of 
duty, a Pakistan Air Force press re-
lease said. He also expressed solidar-
ity with the bereaved families to bear 
this irreparable loss with fortitude.


