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PTI govt is highly 
concerned about 
climate situation and 
efforts afoot to make 
Pakistan green and 
clean pollution free 
country

State Minister for Climate change 
Zartaj Gul

32 state-
owned 

abandoned 
properties 

worth billions 
identified for 

auction

World must note Indians 
Nazi-like policies: PM
Prime Minister says India under Modi is moving systematically with 
Hindu Supremacist agenda

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

Reminding the world of the genocidal 
Supremacist agenda of Nazi Germany 
which eventually led to World War II, 
Prime Minister Imran Khan Thursday 
urged the world to step in, before it was 
too late, to counter Hindu Supremacist 
agenda of Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

“As in Nazi Germany, in Modi’s India dis-
sent has been marginalized and the world 
must step in before it is too late, to counter 
this Hindu Supremacist agenda of Modi’s 
India threatening bloodshed and war,” the 
Prime Minister said in a tweet posted on 
his social media account.

He said, “India under Modi, has been 
moving systematically with its Hindu 
Supremacist agenda. Starting with il-
legal annexation and continuing siege 
of IOJK (Indian Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir); then stripping 2 million Indian 
Muslims in Assam of citizenship, setting 
up internment camps; now the passage of 
Citizenship Amendment Law;

“All this accompanied by mob lynching 
of Muslims and other minorities in India. 
The world must realize, as appeasement 
of the genocidal Supremacist agenda of 
Nazi Germany eventually led to WWII. 

Modi’s Hindu Supremacist agenda, ac-
companied by threats to Pakistan under 
a nuclear overhang, will lead to massive 
bloodshed and far-reaching consequences 
for the world,” the Prime Minister added.

Meanwhile in a meeting, Prime Minister 
Imran Khan was informed that 32 federal 
government-owned abandoned properties 
worth billions of rupees had been identi-
fied in major cities for their onward auc-
tion to generate revenue and spend it on 
public welfare.

The prime minister was chairing a meet-
ing to discuss progress on the productive 
utilization of the federal government’s 
unused properties wherein secretary 
privatization said the properties had 
been identified in Islamabad, Lahore and 
Karachi with their estimated value in bil-
lions of rupees.

Minister for Economic Affairs Hammad 
Azhar, Minister for Maritime Affairs Syed 
Ali Haider Zaidi, Privatization Minister 
Mohammed Mian Soomro, Special 
Assistants to Prime Minister Dr Firdous 
Ashiq Awan, Syed Zulfiqar Ali Bukhari and 
Nadeem Afzal Chan, federal secretaries of 
the ministries concerned and other senior 
officers also attended the meeting.

The secretary privatization told the 
meeting that out of 32 identified prop-

erties 27 were available and the process 
for recovery from illegal occupation and 
completion of ownership documents of 
rest five properties was in progress.

The prime minister was told that the 
investors and overseas Pakistanis had 
shown keen interest in the said properties 
during an expo held in Dubai during the 
current month. He said after fulfilling all 
formalities, the schedule for their auction 
would be finalized and a local and inter-
national advertisement campaign would 
be launched in first week of January. The 
prime minister expressed satisfaction 
on the process and said the utilization of 
abandoned properties and the utilization 
of the generated revenue for public wel-
fare was vital component of government’s 
policies.

He said the abandoned properties lo-
cated on key locations in major cities 
would be utilized for construction of low 
cost houses, schools and hospitals besides 
spending the revenue generated from their 
auction for provision of better amenities. 
The prime minister also instructed the au-
thorities concerned to share the informa-
tion regarding the abandoned properties 
with Naya Pakistan Housing Authority so 
that such land could be utilized for con-
struction of low cost housing units.

ECC okays  Rs459.5m 
grant to cope locust threat

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

The Economic Coordination Committee 
(ECC) has approved a grant of Rs. 459.5 
million to cope desert locust threat in 
Pakistan. The committee accorded this 
approval during its meeting held with 
Prime Minister’s Adviser on Finance Dr 
Abdul Hafeez Shaikh in the chair here on 
Thursday. The ECC was informed that 
nine districts of the country are affected 
by the Locust and the Department of 
Plant Protection has been given the re-
sponsibility of dealing with the threat. So 
far 170,000 hectares have been cleared 
and the Ministry has been provided up-
dates on daily basis.

The ECC approved allocation of three 
hundred million rupees for raising of 
a Special Wing of Pakistan Rangers for 
Protection of Kartarpur Corridor.

It also approved the “Enactment of 
Pakistan Single Window Bill, 2019” to 
facilitate the businesses in Pakistan.

Through this Single window, all par-
ties involved in trade and transport can 
lodge standardized information and 
documents with a single-entry point to 
fulfill all import, export and transit re-
lated regulatory requirements.

The ECC also allowed the continuation 
of funding facility by Gas Holding Private 
Limited for Inter-state Gas Systems 
(Private) Limited for another two years.

Govt enhances 
EOBI pension 
by 62%: Zulfi

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

New year is heralding big news for 
the pensioners of Employees’ Old-Age 
Benefits Institution (EOBI) as the 
government has decided to raise their 
annuity by 30 per cent from January 
1,2020 .

Addressing ‘Ciniplex and 
Commercial Complex’ inauguration 
ceremony here on Thursday, Special 
Assistant to the Prime Minister 
(SAPM) on Overseas Pakistanis 
and Human Resource Development 
Zulfikar Bukhari said after the 
increase, the EOBI pensioners would 
receive Rs 8,500 per month from 
January, 1 next year.

He said the ministry would move 
the summary regarding the increase 
at the next meeting of federal cabinet 
for a final approval.

The SAPM said the PTI government, 
in its efforts to give more relief to the 
pensioners, had twice increased their 
annuity in just one and half year’s 
tenure. He said the government had 
already enhanced the minimum 
pension of the EOBI’s insured person 
from Rs 5,250 to Rs 6,500 during 
2018. The EOBI pension has been 
enhanced by 62 per cent since the 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) gov-
ernment came into power.

“We are intending to raise this 
amount up to Rs 15,000 by the end of 
our tenure (2023),” Zulfikar Bukhari 
said. The SAPM said the ministry 
had managed to invigorate four EOBI 
mega projects within first year of the 
PTI government, besides launching 
the construction work on two of 
them.

Army Chief lauds 
achievements of 
PAF, PAC

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
KAMRA

Chief of the Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa lauded the achievements of Pakistan Air Force, 
stated Director General Inter-Services Public Relations 
(ISPR) Major General Asif Ghafoor.

According to the ISPR, visited Pakistan Aeronautical 
Complex Kamra on Thursday. The DG ISPR said the 
army chief was briefed about the ongoing projects. He 
also lauded the achievements of the Pakistan Air Force 
(PAF).

“COAS lauded achievements of PAF and PAC towards 
attaining self-reliance and international standards in 
all its projects,” said the DG ISPR in a tweet on Twitter.

A delegation of China Power Hub Generation Company (CPHGC) led by Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Zhao Yonggang calls on Prime Minister Imran Khan at PM Office 

Islamabad on Thursday. Photo: PID

Oil rises on OPEC deficit forecast
LONDON/NEW YORK

Oil prices rose on Thursday, recouping some of the pre-
vious session’s losses after OPEC forecast a supply deficit 
next year and the U.S. Federal Reserve said the economic 
outlook was favorable.

Prices had fallen on Wednesday after a report 
showed an unexpected increase in U.S. crude invento-
ries. The market picked up on Thursday, although the 
International Energy Agency (IEA) and the Organization 
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries offered different 
prospects for the oil market in 2020.

Brent LCOc1 rose 45 cents, or 0.7%, to $64.17 a barrel 
by 1241 GMT. West Texas Intermediate crude CLc1 was 
up 30 cents, or 0.5%, at $59.06 a barrel.

IEA pointed to pressure on oil prices, predicting a 
sharp rise in global inventories despite an agreement 
by OPEC and its allies to deepen output cuts as well as 
lower expected output by the United States and other 
non-OPEC countries.

The focus, however, was more on OPEC which said it 
now expected a small oil market deficit in the next year, 
suggesting the market is tighter than previously thought.

OPEC and others including Russia agreed last week 
to rein in output by an extra 500,000 bpd in the first 
quarter of 2020. Oil prices were also supported by the 
U.S. Federal Reserve keeping interest rates unchanged 
at a meeting on Wednesday.

Our economic outlook remains a favorable one, de-
spite global developments and ongoing risks, Fed Chair 
Jerome Powell told a news conference.

While oil prices are trending higher benefiting from a 
dovish Fed, a weaker USD, the IEA reiterates that despite 

the deeper oil production cuts, the oil market is likely to 
be oversupplied in 1H20, said UBS oil analyst Giovanni 
Staunovo.

Referring to OPEC members Iraq and Nigeria and their 
weak compliance with the pact in the past, Staunovo 
said: “We remain skeptical that they (Iraq and Nigeria) 
will achieve their 100% pledge in the first quarter of 
2020 ... (This) could see oil prices coming under pres-
sure again in the future.”

Oil prices fell on Wednesday after the U.S. Department 
of Energy’s report showed an unexpected rise in U.S. 
stocks.

Inventories of petroleum products also increased with 
gasoline stocks surging by more than 5 million barrels 
and distillates gaining just over 4 million barrels.

Analysts blamed much of the dip in gasoline demand 
on winter storms that brought heavy snow to several 
states, making many roads unfit for driving.

China envoys 
in ‘close 
communication’ 
ahead of US 
deadline

BEIJING

Chinese negotiators are in “close communication” 
with Washington ahead of a possible U.S. tariff hike, 
the Ministry of Commerce said Thursday, but gave no 
indication whether trade talks were making progress.

A ministry spokesman gave no indication whether 
Washington was preparing to delay the increase due 
Sunday on $160 billion of Chinese imports as some 
news reports indicated.

Those reports said President Donald Trump’s advisers 
were preparing for a possible delay of the duty increase 
as negotiators work on details of an interim “Phase 1” 
agreement announced in October.

The economic and trade teams of both sides have 
maintained close communication, said the Ministry of 
Commerce spokesman, Gao Feng. He said he had no 
additional details to release.

Beijing has threatened to retaliate if the U.S. tariff hike 
goes ahead but Gao didn’t respond to a question about 
what China might do. The two sides have increased 
tariffs on billions of dollars of each other’s imports in a 
fight over Beijing’s technology ambitions and trade sur-
plus. The conflict has disrupted global trade and threat-
ens to chill economic growth. The planned weekend 
U.S. tariff hike would extend punitive duties to almost 
everything the U.S. buys from China. Imports last year 
totaled more than $500 billion.

China has retaliated by raising duties on $160 billion 
of American goods but is running out of imports for re-
taliation due to their lopsided trade balance. Beijing also 
has tried to limit losses to its own economy by avoided 
imposing tariffs on high-tech components and other 
goods required by Chinese manufacturers.

Adviser to Prime Minister on Finance, Dr. Abdul Hafeez Shaikh chairs 

the meeting of the Economic Coordination Committee of the cabinet 

in Islamabad on Thursday. Photo: PID



TANAP project & energy security

T here has been much talk about Turkey 
turning from a mere consumer to a 
big league player when it comes to 
natural gas. With the Trans-Anatolian 
Natural Gas Pipeline (TANAP) carry-

ing gas from Azerbaijan’s Shah Deniz gas fields 
through Georgia and Turkey to Europe now fully 
operational, Turkey’s ambition has become verac-
ity. On November 30, Erdogan and Azerbaijan’s 
President Ilham Aliyev inaugurated a link between 
the Turkish and Greek gas grids, which marks 
the completion of the Trans-Anatolian Pipeline 
(TANAP).

Surely, its supplies to Europe  some 10 billion 
cubic metres (bcm) annually are a drop in the 
ocean compared with the volumes the EU receives 
from Russia (176 bcm in 2018). But for countries 
like Greece and Bulgaria, both of which import 
about three bcm of Russian gas a year, this is a 
significant alternative source. 

The two countries have contracts for one bcm 
with the company behind TANAP, Shah Deniz, 
an international consortium of BP, Azerbaijan’s 
SOCAR, Turkey’s TPAO, Norway’s STATOIL and 
others. TANAP comprises the longest stretch of 
the $40 billion Southern Gas Corridor, a series 

of pipelines that will carry gas from Azerbaijan’s 
Shah Deniz II field to Europe.

The $6.5 billion TANAP crosses the breadth of 
Turkey, east to west, and could transport up to 
16 billion cubic meters (bcm) of Azeri gas a year. 
Europe is allocated 10 bcm, with 6 bcm earmarked 
for the Turkish market. Capacity could be in-
creased to 31 bcm with additional investment. The 
pipeline connects to the Trans-Adriatic Pipeline 
(TAP), which is still under construction and will 
then transfer up to 10 bcm gas to Greece, Albania 
and Italy.

TANAP’s shareholders are Azeri state energy 
company SOCAR (51%), Turkish pipeline opera-
tor BOTAS (30%), BP (12%) and SOCAR Turkey 
(7%). President of Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan 
revealed that, the real responsibility from now on 
lies with our neighbours on the other side of the 
border. The Trans-Adriatic Pipeline needs to be 
completed as soon as possible to start the transfer 
of gas to Europe. 

TANAP represents a strategic achievement for 
Turkey. For a long time, it has strived to gradu-
ate from a larger consumer to a transit country, 
capitalising on its position in between oil and 
gas-producers and major importers in Europe. 
The arrival of Azeri gas to the Balkans brings that 
vision to fruition. Azerbaijan itself has been trying 
to diversify its export destinations.

After independence from the Soviet Union, the 
country inherited oil and gas infrastructure which 
was connected to Russia. Ankara’s long standing 
ambition is for TANAP to be scaled up from 16 to 
31 bcm, with gas coming from other destinations 
such as Turkmenistan, northern Iraq and Iran. If 

it plays its cards right, Turkey may establish it-
self as a trading hub and top-notch energy power. 
Turkey’s pursuit of energy autonomy makes it a 
welcome partner to both the EU and the US. 

The Trump administration has put a premium 
on US LNG sales in Europe, lobbying governments 
to commit to larger volumes. Turkey has become 
the second-largest customer for American gas in 
Europe and Central Asia after Spain.

TANAP is, arguably the greatest opportunity for 
Azerbaijan to integrate with Energy Market of 
Europe, as well as to establish itself as a secure 
transit country. 

In a long-term instance, the project will dras-
tically increase gas exports of the country from 
8.1 bcm to almost 24 bcm annually. On a domes-
tic level, TANAP will provide a great moment 
to develop resource industries to that of global 
standards. 

The Import of natural gas in the EU accounts for 
2/3 of the European gas supply, due to decline in 
gas production in last decade, and the decline is 
yet to progress. According to the International 
Energy Agency (IEA), by 2040 European annual 
production will drop by 100bcm, and in this case, 
the region will be dependent on huge imports, to 
reduce the gap between demand and declining 
supply within EU.

Writer is the Assistant Editor ‘Mélange int’l 
Magazine’, ‘The Asian Telegraph’ & Project 

Coordinator (COPAIR); a degree holder in com-
munication & media sciences.
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FB Messenger adds Star 
Wars-themed features

CALIFORNIA

Star Wars has come to Facebook’s 
Messenger app. Facebook on Thursday 
announced a new set of Star Wars-themed 
features for Messenger users, including a 
chat theme, reactions, stickers, and AR 
effects. The features were developed in 
partnership with Disney to help promote 
the upcoming film, “Star Wars: The Rise of 
Skywalker,” which premieres nationwide 
on December 20.

Both the stickers and the reactions allow 
users to express themselves using charac-
ters from both sides of The Force, says 
Facebook. Disney also helped to create a 
set of limited-edition AR effects which can 
be used both while taking photos and self-
ies and when you’re on video calls.

One, the Lightspeed Effect, gives the 
appearance of jumping into hyperspace. 
Another, the Cockpit Effect, lets you see 
yourself as a member of the Resistance, 
traveling across the galaxy in Poe 
Dameron’s X-Wing. The Dark vs Light 
Effect lets you choose your side of the 
Force.

There’s also a Star Wars chat theme you 

can enable from the Messenger thread set-
tings which makes messages appear as if in 
outer space. All the features are free to use.

This isn’t the first time Disney has part-
nered with a major tech company on a 
big marketing push around the Star Wars 
franchise. In 2015, Disney teamed up with 
Google to build out a new tool that let you 
theme its suite of apps, including Gmail, 
YouTube, Google Maps Chrome and oth-
ers with either a Light Side or Dark Side 
effect. Facebook that year also let users 
change their profile photo to a Star Wars-
themed pic where they posed with a red 
Dark Side cross-guard lightsaber or a Light 
Side blue one.
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Boosting agriculture

P akistan’s agriculture sector plays a central role in the economy as 
it contributes 19 percent to GDP and absorbs 42 percent of labour 
force. It is also an important source of foreign exchange earnings and 
stimulates growth in other sectors. According to the 6th Population 
and Housing Census of Pakistan 2017, the country’s population is 

growing at the rate of 2.4 percent per annum. This rapid increase in population 
is raising demand for agricultural products. The present government is focused 
on developing this sector and in this connection initiated a number of measures.

Prime Minister Imran Khan on Wednesday met with the Asian Development 
Bank Chief for Rural Development and Food Security Dr Akmal Siddiq and dis-
cussed a comprehensive strategy to boost agricultural sector of the country. 
The premier said the provision of all possible facilities to farmer community is 
government’s top priority as agriculture sector was the backbone of the coun-
try’s economy as a huge chunk of population was attached directly or indirectly 
to it. The government is also focusing on fisheries and farming sectors, besides 
increasing production of wheat, rice and other major crops through introduction 
of modern modes and technologies. The meeting also discussed issues pertaining 
to the agriculture sector challenges faced by the developing countries especially 
Pakistan, like technology, environment, lack of facilities in research, development 
and marketing which negatively impacted this sector, and the technical assistant 
and future mechanism. The agriculture sector, under the present requirements, 
especially due to introduction of the modern technology, requires consistent 
patronage from the government. Special focus should be made on research and 
development, provision and supply of latest seeds, fertilizers, pesticides, avail-
ability of financial resources, cold chain and marketing.

The bank also plans to introduce corporate agriculture on wider scale for the 
promotion of agriculture sector in Balochistan province. Science and technol-
ogy can potentially revolutionize food production. Scientific and technological 
advancements have made it possible to increase food production notwithstanding 
its shrinking resource base. However, several factors may deter the realization of 
such opportunities. Farmers’ lack of knowledge and their access to technology 
are some of the possible roadblocks. The appropriate approach, mechanism, 
and institutions to deliver the knowledge and technology to farmers are yet to 
be developed.

Pak-Russia cooperation

R ussia is among the largest economies of the world and is a potential 
market for bilateral trade. After the fall of Soviet Union, Russia worked 
to establish and strengthen its international trade relations to boost 
its economy. In the last decade Russia has increased its positioning 
for Pakistan. After 2015, trade deficit reduced considerably and fell 

to USD 19 million in 2017 and the improvement observed in 2017 has continued 
for 2018 as well. In the First quarter of 2018, bilateral trade between Pakistan 
and Russia increased by 110.06% as opposed to the same quarter of the previous 
year. Plenary session of 6th three-day Pak-Russia Inter Governmental Commission 
on Trade, Economic, Scientific and Technical Cooperation held at Islamabad on 
Wednesday will prove a way forward for enhancing bilateral trade. During the 
visit, the Russian delegation also held meetings with top Pakistani leadership. The 
two sides expressed satisfaction at the current level of cooperation and agreed to 
further strengthen bilateral ties in all areas of mutual interest including political, 
trade, economic, energy, education and people-to-people contact.

Both sides exchanged views on the prospects of the mutual economic coopera-
tion in multiple sectors especially energy, trade, transport, industries and pro-
duction, railways, agriculture and science and technology. Prospects of Russian 
Investment for revival of Pakistan Steel Mills were also discussed. Discussions 
were held on removing the temporary ban on Pakistan’s agriculture exports 
including rice and potatoes. The meeting will help increase volume of bilateral 
trade from the present levels to its true potential through greater cooperation 
and enhanced business activities by the private sector of both the countries.
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SAIMA ZAMAN
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New Zealand discovered

Reese Witherspoon on $2M per episode salary
LOUISIANA

Reese Witherspoon was so outraged when she saw 
a magazine illustration about her and other women 
in the entertainment industry who’ve branched into 
retail Gwyneth Paltrow, Jessica Alba, Blake Lively 
and Lauren Conrad that she’s still bothered by it four 
years later. It seemed to be making fun of the women, 
as it depicted them wearing both evening gowns and 
aprons, cleaning house under a headline, Hollywood’s 
New Domestic Divas.

What? Men are entrepreneurs but how dare we be 
anything more than actresses? Witherspoon, who 
founded the brand Draper James, said in the new 
“Women in Entertainment” issue of The Hollywood 
Reporter. We, as women, are expected to stay in our 
lane that was the inference, and I had sleepless nights 
over it. I remember calling one of these other women 
going, ‘What are we doing about this?

Witherspoon’s conversation with the magazine 
also covers her transition to producing and her new 
Apple TV+ series, The Morning Show. For instance, 
the Oscar winner revealed that she was also bothered 
by a review of the series that made much of the $2 
million per episode she’s reportedly being paid for 
her work.

There seemed to be resentment, as if we weren’t 
worth it or it was bothersome, and I thought, ‘Why 
is that bothersome? After all, the star and executive 
producer of Big Little Lies, has proven herself to be 
a wise investment by this point.

T owards noon the Dutch explorer Abel 
Tasman sighted ‘a large land, uplifted 
high’. His vessel was probably off 
Punakaiki, so this may have been the 
peaks of the Paparoa Range.

Tasman sailed from Batavia (today’s Jakarta) 
in the Dutch East Indies (Indonesia) in August 
1642. His expedition had two aims: to establish 
whether there was a southern sea route to Chile 
which could be used to prey on Spanish ships, 
and to exploit the resources of the ‘great southern 
continent’ which many believed existed between 
Australia and Cape Horn. The Dutch had already 
charted Australia’s northern and western coasts, 
and part of its southern coast. But how far this 
land extended to the east was still unknown.

Tasman commanded 110 men on two ships, 
the Heemskerck and the Zeehaen. He sighted 
Tasmania (as it would later be called) on 24 
November, naming it Van Diemen’s Land after the 
governor-general of the Dutch East Indies. He then 
continued east across the sea which now bears 
his name.

Also on the expedition was Isaac Gilsemans, 
who would be credited with drawing the first 
European images of New Zealand. These sketches 
refer to Staten Landt, the name Tasman gave to 
the country. Tasman’s ships turned north and 
sailed around Farewell Spit into what is now 
called Golden Bay, where they anchored on 18 
December. It was here that the Dutch had a violent 
encounter with local Māori.

Seminar on cyber and space opportunities and challenges for Pakistan
  SOHAIL MAJEED BUTT

ISLAMABAD

The Centre for Aerospace and Security Studies 
held a seminar on Cyber and Space: Opportunities 
and Challenges for Pakistan Islamabad. Mr. Fawad 
Chaudhry, Federal Minister for Science and 
Technology was the Chief Guest on the occasion. 
Highlighting the importance of cyberspace, the 
chief guest said that it is an indispensable aspect of 
modern life and in today’s digital world, the cyber 
technologies augmented by the services provided 
by space applications are not only vital to the 
needs of common citizens but also to commercial, 
administrative, social and security needs of any 
state. He further said that there are continuous 
developments in scientific knowledge, but their 
practical applications are largely under-utilized.

Air Chief Marshal (Rted) Kaleem Saadat, 
President CASS said that cyber warfare was an 
emerging phenomenon in international relations 

with state orchestrated computer network attacks 
occurring with increasing frequency and scale. He 
also stated that countries considered access to 
space to be their right and that the involvement of 
private-sector companies was providing low-cost 
access to space. He further said that  deficiencies 
at the national level that must be addressed on 
priority, to ensure that Pakistan is not left behind 
in this field, and socio-economic benefits of new 
technologies are made available to the common 
public

The Guest of Honor, Dr Moeed Yusuf, Chairman 
Strategic Policy Planning Cell appreciated the role 
of CASS in creating awareness on issues related to 
cyber and space. In his remarks, he said that the 
ability of countries to invest in cyber and space 
was going to be very different depending on their 
economic prowess. He posed two challenges: how 
will the world be brought together to co-operate 
on avoiding the massive devastation that space 

and cyber could have for human-kind, and what 
are the legal regimes internationally and domesti-
cally to manage this space?

In his keynote address, Ambassador (Retd) 
Zamir Akram, while highlighting the ongoing mili-
tary developments related to space, underscored 
the importance of building a credible space de-
terrence that could secure Pakistan’s space-based 
assets in the future. Chairman SUPARCO in his 
presentation provided an overview of Pakistan’s 
space program; Air Marshal (Retd) Waseem Uddin 
shared his views on the significance and benefits 
of a space program.

The second session covered cyber aspects with 
different speakers sharing their views on cyber 
realities and its disruptive potential, challenges 
for Pakistan, and dynamics of cyber and space eco-
nomics. The event was attended by senior serving 
and retired officials, diplomats, and academics, be-
sides a large number of the general public
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EU-Girl Rising celebrate the Human 
Rights Day

T he European Union 
Delegation to Pakistan 
in special collaboration 
with the Girl Rising or-
ganised a film screening 
for the local community-
based school children at 

the International Labour Organisation’s 
Islamabad office.  The event was organ-
ised under this year’s Human Rights Day 
theme, ‘Youth Standing Up for Human 
Rights’ to highlight the role of young peo-
ple and their participation in social devel-
opment movements to bring change.

The event was also a part of the 5th 
edition of the Human Rights Reel  Film 
Festival 2019 which also had its closing 
ceremony at PNCA. Started 1 December, 
the ten-day festival was organised by the 
European Union Delegation to Pakistan, in 
partnership with the United Nations, six-
teen EU and UN Member States, as well as  
educational and cultural institutions across 
Pakistan. The dates of the festival also co-
incided with 16

Days of Activism against Gender-Based 
Violence - an annual international cam-
paign ending on

Human Rights Day on 10 December - 
celebrating the 71st anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of  Human Rights. 
The Human Rights Reel Film Festival is 
partnering with Girl Rising movement for 
the first time expanding its audience from 
the youth and university students to school 
children. In order to reach out to children 
a special film ‘Girl Rising’ was screened to 
mark the contribution of the young people 
who managed to bring a positive change 

the world.
The film follows the inspiring stories 

of three young women from Haiti, Nepal 
and Pakistan. In the first case Wadley – a 
7-year-old – refuses to let her spirit and 
thirst to learn be crushed in face of a devas-
tating earthquake that destroyed her home 
and school. Suma – a 6-year old from Nepal 
– is forced into bonded labour and endures 
years of gruelling work but changes course 
of her life through her love for education.

Hajra – 25-year-old professional football 
player and the captain of Pakistan wom-
en’s football team – earns recognition in 
a male-dominated sport through her 
passion for football playing. Ambassador 
of the European Union to Pakistan Mrs 
Androulla Kaminara, Child Protection 
Specialist UNICEF Muqaddisa Mehreen, 
Captain Pakistan Women’s Football team 

Hajra Khan and Programme Manager 
Rozan Pakistan Fouzia Yasmin participated 
in the interactive session moderated by 
Multimedia Journalist Nosheen Abbas.

The film festival in its 5th edition pre-
sented 29 award winning films and 
documentaries from around the world 
on human rights issues such as freedom 
of expression, gender equality, access to 
justice, minority rights and death penalty 
among others from around the world. The 
festival, this year, included a workshop for 
Pakistani Film Makers to discuss opportu-
nities and challenges facing the film indus-
try in Pakistan. Subsequent screenings will 
be held in ten cities of

Pakistan, including Faisalabad, Gujrat, 
Islamabad, Lahore, Rawalpindi, Multan, Karachi,

Peshawar, Mardan and Quetta at vari-
ous universities, embassies, the Centaurus 

Cineplex, as well as cultural  centres such 
as Goethe-Institute, PNCA, Chailogue and 
OLOMOPOLO Media, Pakistan Community  
Chowk Centre in Karachi.  At the event 
the Ambassador of the European Union 
to Pakistan Androulla Kaminara said, it is 
important for children to be able to follow 
their dreams regardless of the perceived 
barriers such as gender discrimination. It 
is encouraging to see that girls are com-
ing forward to take part in challenging 
professions which were previously more 
male-dominated.

The European Union will continue to 
work closely with the Government of 
Pakistan, especially on the protection of 
the rights of children, and to guard against 
all forms of exploitation.

Captain Pakistan Women’s National 
Football team, Hajra Khan said, it is more 
important now than it has ever been to in-
troduce basic human rights amongst other 
social issues to the adolescents.

Child Protection Specialist UNICEF, 
Muqaddisa Mehreen while talking to chil-
dren said, you children are citizens of this 
country and when you belong to a country 
you have certain rights. Your right is that 
you get education, safety, protection and 
no one can harm you. Program Manager 
Rozan Pakistan Fouzia Yasmin said, “Girl 
Rising using the power of storytelling and 
movie screening to change the way the 
world stereotype the girls roles in a soci-
ety delivered a strong message how we can 
create the role models irrespective of the 
age, peace and ethnicity but most impor-
tantly the gender. This is the time of girl 
rising in all areas of life whether

International Human Rights Day & Kashmir Lockdown

IOK lockdown remains focus of 
human rights day

L ockdown of Indian 
Occupied Kashmir (IOK) 
by Indian government 
remained the focus of all 
the activities organised 
on the International Day 
on Human Rights in the 

capital. In her statement on this special 
day commemorated around the world to 
advocate for human rights, the Federal 
Minister for Human Rights Dr. Shireen 
M. Mazari said that as the world marks 
Human Rights Day, it could not ignore 
the massive human rights violations 
being committed by the Indian forces in 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir where it’s 
occupation forces use rape as a weapon 
of war and pellet guns against women and 
children to silent them.

She demanded that the International 
community must fulfill the UNSC commit-
ment made and continue a siege of Indian 
Occupied Kashmir for over four months 
so far depriving Kashmiris of basic human 
rights. The Modi Government’s fascist 
policies and illegal annexation of Indian 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir constitutes 
war crimes under International Law, she 
said in her tweet.

She further said that Human Rights 
for every Pakistani as laid out in the 
constitution, as envisaged by Quaid-
i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah and in 

fulfillment of our international commit-
ments. Foremost before us is the example 
set by our Prophet PBUH in respecting 
human rights and human dignity. She 
further said On Human Rights Day, we 
must address the challenges we face in 
ensuring global respect for human rights 

and protection of these rights within our 
own country. After years of dictatorships 
and civilian neglect, we are making sin-
cere efforts to traverse a difficult path of 
ensuring.

Human Rights Day is celebrated all over 
the world to commemorate the anniver-

sary of the proclamation of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, the first 
global acknowledgement of the universal 
and inalienable nature of human rights. 
Pakistan was one of the earliest signato-
ries to the Declaration in 1948. Since then, 
Pakistan has affirmed this commitment 

through the adoption and ratification of 
several other key international human 
rights conventions/ treaties.

White Ribbon also dedicated Human 
Rights Day to ‘Kashmiri Women and 
Children’ who are living in fear of being 
raped and murdered by the Indian army. 

A statement issued on the International 
Day urged the attention of world com-
munity towards the use of rape by Indian 
forces as weapon of war against Kashmiri 
people.

“The sense of fear deepens after the 
sexist statements of Indian politicians 
directed towards Kashmiri women. 
International agencies have documented 
cases of rape, sexual exploitation, harass-
ment, molestation and torture against 
Kashmir women,” said Omer Aftab Chief 
Executive Officer, White Ribbon. He said 
people of occupied Kashmir are facing 
the largest occupation force in the world. 
“This region has the highest ratio of half 
widows and half mothers and they are 
facing triple burden; looking for children, 
working outside and searching for their 
husbands.”

White Ribbon strongly condemned 
Indian atrocities especially against chil-
dren, girls and women. “We condemn the 
brutal acts of the Indian Government, in-
humane behaviour of Indian army and 
misogyny of Indian politicians,” said 
Omer. He further added that the issue of 
Kashmir is being ignored by the interna-
tional community. “The whole world has 
to raise the voice and take some practi-
cal steps to protect the most vulnerable 
people of the world, people of Jammu and 
Kashmir.”

Mishal Malik urges world notice 
Iok’s HR of violations

C hairperson Peace and 
Culture Organization 
Mishal Hussain Malik the 
wife of Hurriyat Leader 
Yasin Malik on Tuesday 
led a protest rally against 
India on the occasion of 

World Human Rights Day. The protest 
rally was started from Centaurus Mall 
and culminated at D-Chowk. The rally 
was also attended by Pakistan Tehreek 
Insaf (PTI) Islamabad President Faridur 
Rehman while organizers of the rally 
were including Muhammad Awais Malik, 
Shukat Ali Awan, Rashid Humayun and 
large number of people from different 
walks of life.

Addressing the rally, Mishal Hussain 
Malik said that “Kashmir issue was a po-
litical as well as human rights and urged 
the world community to take notice of 
Indian human rights violations in Indian 
Occupied Kashmir. She said that there 
was complete clampdown in Occupied 
Kashmir and people were deprived of 
basic necessities of life including short-
age of food and medicines.

She said that India was committing 

genocide in Kashmir and has converted 
the whole IOK into a prison. She said the 
struggle for the freedom of Kashmir was 
a long and difficult journey.

Talking about her husband, she said 
he was still in death cell. She urged the 
United Nations to stop India from com-
mitting human rights violations in IOK.. 

Mishal Malik said that the Indian gov-
ernment should stop its atrocities as we 
were united and determined adding that 
she said one day with the blessing of 
Almighty Allah Kashmir would celebrate 
its independence.

The protesters was also carrying plac-
ards and banners inscribed with slogans 

like “stop killing in Kashmir, “wake up 
UN, OIC” and “Stop genocide in Kashmir”. 
Other speakers also addressed the protest 
rally and strongly condemned the Indian 
atrocities in Indian occupied Kahsmir. 
They demanded of the world community 
to stop India from committing atrocities 
on innocent people in Kashmir.                 

FS briefs diplomats about 
HR situation in IoK

O n the Human Rights 
Day Tuesday, a brief-
ing was held here 
at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs on 
human rights situ-
ation in the Indian 

Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IOJK) 
for the members of Diplomatic Corps 
based in Islamabad. During the brief-
ing, an independent media documen-
tary highlighting the severe impact of 
the lockdown and media blackout in the 
IOJK and continuing atrocities against 
the Kashmiris was screened.

Director General (South Asia) and 
Spokesperson Dr Mohammad Faisal 
made a detailed presentation on human 
rights violations being committed by 
Indian occupation forces since India’s 
illegal and unilateral actions of August 
5, 2019, a press release issued by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs here said. 
During his briefing, Foreign Secretary 
Sohail Mahmood dilated upon the overall 
situation in the IOJK in its multiple dimen-
sions — including the dire humanitarian 
and human rights situation, the legal as-
pects of the Jammu and Kashmir dispute, 
and the implications of India’s actions for 
peace and security in the region.

The foreign secretary rejected the 
Indian contentions that Kashmir was 
an “internal matter”; that the recent 
measures taken by India in Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir were aimed at 
“development” of the Kashmiri people; 
and that the situation in the IOJK was 
“completely normal”. ”These Indian 
contentions”, he underlined, defied both 
logic as well as the ground realities. The 
foreign secretary appreciated the spot-
light put on the situation in the IOJK by 
the international media; the continuous 
focus of UN human rights machinery 
and international civil society organi-
zations on the unacceptable conditions 
in the IOJK; the concerns expressed by 
world leaders; and the cognizance taken 
by the parliaments in major countries.

Besides the irresponsible rhetoric ema-
nating from senior Indian leadership, he 
also highlighted the belligerent actions 
on the ground being taken by the Indian 
side. The foreign secretary underlined the 
importance of the international commu-
nity taking steps to alleviate the sufferings 
of the Kashmiri people and to facilitate 
peaceful resolution of the Jammu and 
Kashmir dispute in accordance with the 
UN Security Council resolutions and the 
wishes of the Kashmiri people.

HR violations at peak 
in IOK: FM

F oreign Minister Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi yes-
terday said that human 
rights violations were at 
peak in Indian Occupied 
Kashmir and needed ur-
gent world attention. The 

FM urged the international community 
to play its role in settling the dispute 
according to the United Nations resolu-
tions. In his message on the International 
Human Rights Day, the foreign minister 
said that he wanted to draw the world’s 
attention towards the atrocities that 
were being committed in the occupied 
valley as eight million people were under 
curfew since August 5.

On 5 August 2019, the government of 
India illegally revoked the special sta-
tus, or limited autonomy, granted under 
Article 370 of the Indian Constitution 
to occupied Jammu and Kashmir. The 
Indian government’s action is the most 
far-reaching political move on the dis-
puted region in nearly 70 years.

A presidential decree issued on August 
5 revoked Article 370 of India’s consti-
tution that guaranteed special rights 
to the Muslim-majority state, including 
the right to its own constitution and 
autonomy to make laws on all matters 
except defence, communications and 
foreign affairs.

Shah Mehmood Qureshi reaffirmed 
Pakistan’s unwavering diplomatic, politi-
cal and moral support to the people of 
Occupied Kashmir in their just struggle 
for human dignity, respect of all funda-
mental freedoms, and realization of their 
inalienable right to self-determination.

He said more than seven decades had 
passed since adoption of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, promising 
a world based on equality and protection 
of fundamental freedoms of all human 
beings without discrimination. “Being 
one of the first signatories of the UDHR, 
Pakistan joins the international commu-
nity in celebrating Human Rights Day, 
and reaffirming our resolve to promote 
the human rights agenda. On this occa-
sion, we also pay tribute to the visionary 
leaders of Pakistan, in particular Begum 
Shaista Ikramullah, who was one of the 
three non-Western women who left a 
strong imprint on the UDHR,” he said.

Pakistan, he said, was fully committed 
to advancing and safeguarding human 
rights and fundamental freedoms of all 
our people, in accordance with the con-
stitution and national laws.
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Regional Politics

40th GCC Summit:
Greater Regional Economic, Defense Unity

T he GCC summit called 
for greater regional 
economic and defense 
integration as the 
meeting chaired by 
King Salman came to 
a close in Riyadh. GCC 

General Secretary Abdullatif Al-Zayani 
read out the final statement which called 
for finalizing legislation for financial and 
monetary unity by 2025, according to the 
meeting’s final communiqué. The state-
ment also called for boosting military and 
security cooperation to maintain regional 
security.

The leaders of the GCC countries have 
affirmed today their keenness to preserve 
the strength, cohesion and strength of 
the GCC as an oasis of stability, security, 
economic prosperity and social peace. It 
referred to attacks in the last year against 
Saudi Arabia, including coordinated mis-
sile and drone strikes against major oil 
facilities blamed on Iran.

The statement said the GCC states stand 
unified against the attacks and that this 
reflected the Gulf defense agreement 
that says aggression against a member 
state would be considered as aggression 
against all the GCC states. The highest goal 
of the Cooperation Council is to achieve 
coordination, integration and interde-
pendence among the member states in 
all fields in order to reach their unity. 
The 40th Supreme Council meeting was 
chaired by King Salman, who met the 
heads of each delegation as they landed.

They included the UAE Vice President 
and Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid Al-Maktoum, Bahrain’s 
King Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifa, Oman’s 
Deputy Prime Minister for the Council of 
Ministers Fahd bin Mahmoud Al-Said and 
Qatar’s Prime Minister Sheikh Abdullah 

bin Nasser bin Khalifa Al-Thani. In his 
opening remarks, King Salman said the 
GCC had managed to overcome many cri-
ses that the region has faced.

He said the current set of challenges call 
for concerted efforts to confront them. 
The Iranian regime continues its hostile 
actions to undermine security and stabil-
ity and support terrorism. He said the GCC 
must work with the international com-
munity to stop the interference of this 
regime, deal seriously with its nuclear 
program and the program to develop 
ballistic missiles. There was no mention 
in the final communiqué of the dispute 
between Qatar and other Gulf and Arab 
countries. 

But Prime Minister Sheikh Abdullah was 
the most senior Qatari official to attend 
the GCC summit since 2017 - the same 
year Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain and 
Egypt launched a boycott of Qatar over 
its links to extremist groups among other 
things. Speaking after the meeting, Saudi 
Arabia’s foreign minister Prince Faisal bin 
Farhan said, the four countries (boycotting 
Qatar) continue to support the efforts of 
the Kuwaiti Emir and value their success.

Al-Zayani, who is stepping down as 
secretary general, said all the GCC lead-
ers had praised the efforts of the Emir 
of Kuwait in preserving the unity of the 
cooperation. At a preparatory meeting on 
Monday, Gulf foreign ministers approved 

the nomination of former Kuwaiti Finance 
Minister Nayef Al-Hajraf as the next sec-
retary-general of the GCC. His term will 
begin in April 2020 following the end of 
Al-Zayani’s term.

This year’s Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) summit, held in Saudi Arabia for 
the second year in a row, was convened 
amid serious efforts to defuse a 2-1/2 
year dispute between Qatar and a Saudi-
led quartet. Qatar’s prime minister at-
tended the gathering, in the most concrete 
sign yet of a possible thaw in a regional 
dispute, but the meeting ended without 
public mention of the row. Prime Minister 
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Nasser Al Thani’s 
presence, the most senior Qatari to attend 

the annual gathering since 2017, follows 
an intensification of efforts to resolve the 
Gulf dispute.

Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, 
Bahrain and non-GCC member Egypt im-
posed a political and economic boycott of 
Qatar in June 2017 over allegations that 
Doha backs terrorism. Kuwait and the 
United States have tried to mediate the 
rift. A senior regional official told Reuters 
that Kuwait recently was working ex-
tremely hard to come up with reconcilia-
tion... supported by the United States.

Efforts to end the row, including talks 
between Qatar’s foreign minister and 
Saudi officials in October, appeared to 
intensify after attacks in September on 

Saudi oil plants that initially halved the 
kingdom’s output and heightened re-
gional tensions. Riyadh and Washington 
blame Iran for the assault as well as ear-
lier strikes this year on tankers in Gulf 
waters. A closed-door meeting lasted less 
than 20 minutes before a final communi-
qué echoed the need to boost military and 
security cooperation and pledged to cre-
ate a financial and monetary bloc by 2025.

Earlier, foreign ministers from Saudi 
Arabia, the UAE, Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, 
and Qatar discussed political and security 
issues in Riyadh Monday ahead of the GCC 
summit. The 40th Supreme Council meet-
ing takes place in the capital on Tuesday, 
chaired by King Salman. Earlier Monday, 
Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled 
Al-Jarallah, Bahrain’s Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Muhammad 
Al-Khalifa, Yusef bin Alawi bin Abdullah, 
responsible for Oman’s foreign affairs, 
and Qatar’s Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Sultan bin Saad Al-Muraikhi ar-
rived at the Royal Terminal of King Khalid 
International Airport.

They were welcomed to the Kingdom 
by Saudi Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Prince Faisal bin Farhan bin Abdullah, 
GCC Secretary General Dr. Abdullatif Al-
Zayani and the GCC’s ambassadors to 
Saudi Arabia. According to the Saudi Press 
Agency, Al-Zayani said that Gulf leaders will 
discuss a number of important issues to 
enhance the process of cooperation and in-
tegration among member states in various 
political, defenses, security, economic and 
social fields. They will also review regional 
and international political developments, 
security conditions in the region, and their 
implications for the security and stability 
of the GCC countries. Among the topics on 
the agenda is the war in Yemen and Iran’s 
interference in regional affairs.       

Diplomacy

Sanctions & Turkey-US Ties
The US’ attempt to impose sanctions on 

Turkey disrespects the country’s sover-
eign decisions to protect its national se-
curity. The Senate’s approval of a foreign 
relations committee-backed legislation 
proposes levying sanctions on Turkey for 
its anti-terror operation in northern Syria 
and the purchase of Russian-made S-400 
missile defense system. The main cause of 
this the sanctions is the deep disappoint-
ment because we dealt a heavy blow to 
the long and carefully planned project in 
northern Syria.

A US Senate committee backed legis-
lation to impose sanctions on Turkey 
after its offensive in Syria and purchase 
of a Russian S-400 missile system, the 
latest move in the chamber to push 
Republican President Donald Trump to 
take a harder line against Ankara. The 
Republican-led Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee voted by 18-4 to send the 
Promoting American National Security 
and Preventing the Resurgence of ISIS 
Act of 2019”for a vote in the full Senate.

Now’s the time for the Senate to come 
together and take this opportunity to 
change Turkey’s behavior, said Senator 
Jim Risch, the panel’s Republican chair-

man, a lead sponsor of the bill with 
Senator Bob Menendez, the panel’s top 
Democrat. Another Republican, Senator 
Rand Paul, opposed the act. He said it 
would weaken the president’s power and 
could make it more difficult to negotiate 
with Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan 
on matters such as the NATO ally’s pur-
chase of the missile system and fighting 
in Syria.

Other senators strongly disagreed. Many 
lawmakers, Trump’s fellow Republicans 
as well as Democrats, are angry about 
Turkey’s S-400 purchase, which they see 
as a threat to NATO defenses. They also 
criticized Trump’s decision to withdraw 
U.S. troops from northern Syria, which 
cleared the way for Turkey’s offensive 
in the area against Kurdish militias, who 
until recently were fighting alongside 
American forces against Islamic State 
militants.

This is not some minor dustup with 
this country. This is a drift by this coun-
try, Turkey, to go in an entirely different 
direction than what they have in the past, 
Risch said. They’ve thumbed their nose 
at us, and they’ve thumbed their nose at 
their other NATO allies, he said. Turkish 

Foreign Ministry said in a statement re-
ferred to the efforts of the PKK’s Syrian 
offshoot, the People’s Protection Units 
(YPG), to establish a terrorist corridor on 
its southern border that could threaten 
Turkey’s border security and peace.

While the country liberated northwest-
ern territories from Daesh in cross-border 
operations, it also prevented the YPG from 
establishing a de facto autonomous region 
in Syria connecting the northwestern 
Afrin canton to the Kobani and Jazeera 
cantons in the northeast, which Ankara 
describes as a terror corridor posing a 
grave security threat to its national secu-
rity. Calling the legislation disrespectful, 
the ministry said it will have no function 
and will only damage Turkey-US ties.

We call on US Congress to adopt a con-
structive stance in line with the joint 
goals we set with top officials to enhance 
Turkey-US ties and act with common-
sense. The Republican-led Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee voted 18-4 on the 
sanctions bill against Turkey’s S-400 
purchase and Operation Peace Spring. 
Another bill proposing levying sanctions 
on Turkey was approved in the House of 
Representatives on October 29.

The legislation will have to be approved 
by the House of Representatives and be 
signed by President Donald Trump to 
become law. Ankara and Washington 
have been at loggerheads over NATO 
ally Turkey’s purchase of the Russian 
S-400 system, which Washington says is 
not compatible with NATO defenses and 
poses a threat to its F-35 stealth fighter 
jets, which Lockheed Martin Corp. is 
developing.

Turkey, however, emphasized that the 
S-400s would not be integrated into NATO 

systems and would pose no threat to the 
alliance, rejecting calls to back out of the 
deal. Ankara also stressed it was the U.S.’ 
refusal to sell it Patriots that led it to seek 
out other sellers, adding that Russia of-
fered it a better deal, including technology 
transfers.

The acquisition of the Russian system 
prompted the Trump administration 
in July to remove Turkey from the F-35 
fifth-generation joint strike fighter pro-
gram, in which Ankara was formerly a 
major buyer and manufacturer. Tensions 

deepened after that month, in which 
Turkey received its first shipment of 
the Russian equipment. Last month, the 
head of Russia’s state arms exporter, 
Rosoboronexport, was cited as saying that 
Moscow hoped to seal a deal to supply 
Turkey with more S-400 missile systems 
in the first half of 2020.

Trump’s administration has held off on 
levying sanctions despite Trump sign-
ing a sweeping sanctions law, namely 
the Countering America’s Adversaries 
Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA), in 
2017, mandating them for countries that 
do business with Russia’s military.

Some US lawmakers including 
Republican Sen.

 Lindsey Graham, ramped up their 
efforts to impose measures against 
Ankara in October when Turkey 
launched Operation Peace Spring to 
clear YPG terrorists from northern 
Syria. Normally an ardent defender of 
fellow-Republican Trump, Graham and 
some others in his party have been 
harshly critical of Trump’s decision to 
withdraw troops from northeastern 
Syria ahead of the Turkish counterter-
rorism operation.

Radicalizing India

Anti Muslim Citizenship Bill
Violent Protests Grips India

The passage of Anti Muslim 
Controversial Citizenship 
Bill by the Indian 
Parliament has sparked 
violent protests which 
forced the Indian gov-
ernment to send troops, 

habitual of killing innocent Kashmiris, to 
north eastern state Assam and others to 
quell innocent protestors. Protesters set fire 
to tyres and cut down trees to block roads in 
a shutdown yesterday across India’s north-
east, hours after lawmakers approved the 
government’s new citizenship Bill.

The legislation, set to go before the Upper 
House today, will fast-track citizenship claims 
by refugees from three neighbouring coun-
tries - but not if they are Muslim. For Islamic 
groups, the opposition, rights groups and 
others, this fits into Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s Hindu nationalist agenda to marginal-
ise India’s 200 million Muslims - something 
he denies.

People in north-east India object for 
different reasons fearing citizenship for 
large numbers of Hindu migrants from 

Bangladesh, who are regarded as intrud-
ers. The region sandwiched between 
Bangladesh, China and Myanmar was crip-
pled by a general strike called by dozens of 
organisations, with buses off the roads and 
most schools and shops shut.

The bandh (strike) has drawn a total re-
sponse in the north-eastern states, said Mr 
Samujjal Bhattacharyya from the powerful 
umbrella group the North East Students’ 
Organisation. We have made it clear... the 

CAB (Citizenship Amendment Bill) will not 
be accepted, and we are going to intensify 
our agitation, he told international news-
wire. Assam and north-eastern states have 
already taken a huge burden of illegal for-
eigners, he said.

India’s Lower House passed the Bill just 
after midnight, following a fiery debate that 
saw one Muslim MP compare the govern-
ment to the Nazis. The Bill makes it much 
easier for Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, 

Parsis and Christians fleeing Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh and Pakistan to become Indians. 
The Modi government says Muslims are ex-
cluded because they do not face persecution 
in these three countries. Also excluded are 
minorities fleeing other countries - such 
as Tamils from Sri Lanka, Rohingya from 
Myanmar and Tibetans from China?

A curfew was imposed in parts of north-
east India, including Assam, after protest-
ers came out on the streets against the bill 
that they fear will encourage Hindus from 
Bangladesh to settle in the region. Resistance 
to the bill has been the strongest in the 
Assam state, where a movement against 
undocumented immigrants has simmered 
for decades.

The Citizenship Amendment Bill (CAB) 
passed by parliament’s upper house on 
Wednesday blocks naturalisation for 
Muslims from neighbouring countries a fact 
critics say violates India’s secular constitu-
tion. It is constitutionally suspect and legally 
untenable but let’s see what the Supreme 
Court does in this case, said Faizan Mustafa, 
an expert on constitutional law and vice 

chancellor at NALSAR University of Law in 
Hyderabad.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Hindu 
nationalist government has said the CAB is 
meant to protect besieged minorities from 
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan. In 
Assam, protesters defied a curfew, torch-
ing cars and tyres and chanting anti-Modi 
slogans. While the streets of Assam’s capital 
Guwahati were largely calm as troops moved 
in from neighbouring states, protesters were 
back on the streets in other parts such as 
Morigaon, where they set tyres alight.

Mobile internet has been suspended in 
10 districts in Assam for 24 hours until 7pm 
Thursday, the government said in an order, add-
ing that social media platforms could potentially 
be used to “inflame passions and thus exacer-
bate the law and order situation. It looks like the 
government is perhaps planning to send more 
boots on the ground.

The protesters are not giving up; they 
have blocked many roads and are chanting 
slogans around burnt tires. They say their 
struggle is to protect their indigenous culture 
and livelihoods. The turmoil in Assam comes 

just days ahead of an annual summit there 
in which Modi plans to host Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe as part of his campaign 
to move high-profile diplomatic events out-
side Delhi to different parts of India, to show-
case its diversity.

Protesters attacked the homes of Assam 
Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal and 
other members of the ruling Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) overnight, blaming them 
for playing politics in a region with a history 
of ethnic and religious tensions and by open-
ing the floodgates to more outsiders. This 
a spontaneous public outburst, said Nehal 
Jain, a masters student in communications 
in Guwahati. First, they tell us there are too 
many illegal immigrants and we need to get 
rid of them. Then they bring in this law that 
would allow citizenship to immigrants, she 
said.

The Indian Express said the law, which 
now only requires presidential assent, un-
fairly targets India’s 170 million Muslims. It 
is a political signal of a terrible narrowing, 
a chilling exclusion, directed at India’s own 
largest minority. 
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UK Elections & Brexit

Britons head to polls dominated by Brexit
B ritons have headed 

towards polls for elec-
tions dominated by the 
Brexit issue. The bal-
lot will shape how, or 
whether, the UK will fi-
nally exit the European 

Union after months of parliamentary 
deadlock over how to execute the result 
of its 2016 referendum on membership 
of the bloc.  The vote brings to an end a 
febrile six-week campaign period during 
which Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s 
Conservative Party and Jeremy Corbyn’s 
Labour Party have offered starkly dif-
ferent visions for resolving the impasse 
and rebuilding the UK after a decade of 
austerity.

Johnson wants to action a swift exit 
from the EU, while Corbyn is commit-
ted to holding a second referendum over 
the issue. Polls close at 10pm local time 
(22:00 GMT), with final results expected 
by early Friday morning.  More than 45 
million voters are registered to take part, 
but harsh weather and a general sense 
of weariness, brought on by a third elec-
tion since 2015, may hamper turnout.  As 
leaders of the UK’s two largest parties, 
Johnson, 55, and Corbyn, 70, are clear 
frontrunners.

But both are unpopular characters 
among the electorate, with widespread 
scepticism of either’s leadership creden-
tials. They are fighting what has been 
called an unpopularity contest. Public 
trust in politicians has plunged to the low-
est levels on record, with a fractious elec-
tion build-up erupting in recent days into 
bitter rows over disinformation and leaks. 
Brexit aside, health and social care provi-
sion, the unfolding climate crisis and law 
and order are among voters’ other key 

concerns, along with the UK’s economy, 
which flatlined in the three months lead-
ing up to October.

Earlier this week, focus turned to the 
NHS and other public services after an 
image of a four-year-old boy lying on 
a pile of coats on the floor of an over-
crowded hospital was widely circulated. 
Analysts said it remained to be seen 
whether Britons would vote according to 
their views on Brexit, above all else. We 
won’t know if it’s the Brexit election until 
we see the results, said Anand Menon, di-
rector of The UK in a Changing Europe 
think-tank, citing several pro-Brexit, tra-
ditionally Labour-held constituencies as 
bellwethers. 

The last time [in 2017], for all the talk 
about Brexit, it was a pretty traditional 
election where social class was the deter-
mining feature for how and why people 
voted. Johnson has repeatedly promised 
to take the UK out of the EU by the end 
of next month if voters return a majority  
Conservative government, with his Get 
Brexit Done mantra put front and centre 
of the party’s pre-election campaigning 
efforts.

Even if Parliament were to sign off 
on his withdrawal agreement by that 
deadline, however, a potentially gruel-
ling negotiation over the UK and EU’s 
future relationship will begin as the so-
called transition period comes into effect. 
Corbyn has meanwhile pledged a  Labour  
administration would negotiate a softer 
withdrawal agreement than the one bro-
kered between Johnson and Brussels.

Under Labour’s Brexit plan, the re-
vised deal would be put to a referendum, 
alongside an option to remain, within six 
months. Much of the party’s pre-election 
messaging focused on the state of public 

services and its plan for a major shake-up 
of the economy. Among the smaller par-
ties, the Scottish National Party is aligned 
with Labour in supporting a second ref-
erendum, so long as remaining in the EU 
is an option on the ballot paper, while the 
Liberal Democrats have pledged to revoke 
Article 50 and cancel Brexit altogether if 
they win a majority.

In the event no party wins an outright 
majority, there will be a hung parlia-
ment. In this scenario, the party with the 

largest vote share may form a minority 
government; seek out the support of 
smaller parties for a confidence and sup-
ply arrangement, or try to build a formal 
coalition.

Factually, Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
wants the UK to leave the European 
Union (EU) with the revised deal he 
agreed. He says that with a majority 
Conservative government, he would 
start the process to get Brexit done on 
day one of the new Parliament. He pre-

viously said the UK would leave on 31 
October do or die. However, Johnson was 
forced to write a Brexit extension letter 
to the EU, after MPs failed to approve his 
revised deal.

Johnson secured changes to the deal 
previously negotiated by Theresa May. 
It includes scrapping the controversial 
Irish backstop and replacing it with a 
new customs arrangement.n Brexit left 
the Conservative Party heavily divided, 
with 21 MPs expelled for failing to follow 

the government’s line. Ten were later wel-
comed back.

If it wins the election, Labour wants 
to renegotiate Johnson’s Brexit deal and 
put it to another public vote. It says it will 
achieve this within six months. Labour 
says its referendum would be a choice 
between a sensible Leave options versus 
Remain. Under its Leave option, Labour 
says it will negotiate for the UK to remain 
in an EU customs union, and retain a close 
single market relationship. This would 
allow the UK to continue trading with the 
EU without checks, but it would prevent 
it from striking its own trade deals with 
other countries.

If a referendum was held, Corbyn 
has said he would remain neutral if 
he was prime minister so I can cred-
ibly carry out the results. Just like the 
Conservatives, Labour has had to deal 
with internal divisions over its Brexit 
policy. More than 25 Labour MPs wrote 
to Mr Corbyn in June, saying another 
public vote would be toxic to our bed-
rock Labour voters. While Labour’s elec-
tion strategy early on was to emphasise 
that the vote was about more than 
Brexit, it is changing its focus.

The message now is that Labour’s 
leadership is not opposing Brexit by op-
posing Mr Johnson’s deal - it wants to 
find what it believes is a better one. The 
SNP is pro-Remain and wants the UK 
to stay a member of the EU. It has been 
campaigning for another referendum on 
Brexit. Alternatively, it wants Article 50 
revoked if it is the only alternative to a 
no-deal Brexit. Minister, Nicola Sturgeon, 
said the possibility of a no-deal Brexit is 
catastrophic The SNP’s ultimate objective 
is for an independent Scotland that is a 
full member of the EU.

Sydney Chocked

Bushfire haze sparks health fears

W ildfires en-
gulfed the 
Au s t ra l i a n 
city of Sydney 
in haze so 
thick in some 
places it was 

11 times worse than the level consid-
ered hazardous, and was apt to trigger 
fire alarms. The city canceled ferries 
and some offices in the downtown area 
were evacuated. Local health officials ad-
vised people to stay indoors as much as 
possible and those with heart and lung 
problems were told to avoid all outdoor 
activity.

The smoke here in Sydney is extremely 
bad today, it is some of the worst air qual-
ity we’ve seen, Richard Broome of New 
South Wales Health told reporters. We 
are just urging people once again to take 
these (conditions) seriously, Broome said. 
Ambulances have been answering dozens 
of respiratory-related calls a day, said the 
head of NSW Ambulance, Brent Armitage.

Sydney Trains warned that fire alarms 
at train stations might be set off by the 

thick smoke drifting into the city from 
fires ringing Sydney. The regional envi-
ronmental department said the air qual-
ity index, or AQI, in some parts of the city 
was more than 11 times the 200 reading 
considered hazardous. Given the dire air 
quality, workers should not be forced to 
toil on outdoor job sites while the haze 
persists, said Unions NSW’s assistant sec-

retary, Thomas Costa.
Toxicity is very, very high, Costa said. 

Winds were expected that could clear the 
air but also fan the brush fires, weather 
forecasts showed. Up to 20,000 protest-
ers rallied in Sydney demanding urgent 
climate action from Australia’s govern-
ment, as bushfire smoke choking the city 
caused health problems to spike. Sydney 

has endured weeks bathed in toxic smoke 
as hundreds of blazes have raged across 
the countryside, with hospitals recording 
a 25 percent increase in the number of 
people visiting emergency departments 
last week.

Smoke alarms rang out across 
Australia’s biggest city, with thick haze 
triggering smoke alarms and forcing 
buildings to be evacuated, school chil-
dren to be kept indoors, and ferries to 
be canceled. The devastating fires have 
focused attention on climate change, with 
scientists saying the blazes have come 
earlier and with more intensity than usual 
due to global warming and a prolonged 
drought.

Police estimated the crowd size at 
15,000, organizers put the figure at 
20,000. Many of the protesters voiced 
anger at the government’s silence in the 
face of the crisis. The country is on fire 
said 26-year-old Samuel Wilkie attend-
ing his first climate protest. He described 
politicians’ response as pathetic. Our gov-
ernment is not doing anything about it, 
said 29-year-old landscape gardener Zara 

Zoe. No one is listening, no one is doing 
anything.

Prime Minister Scott Morrison a staunch 
backer of Australia’s vast coal industry 
has said little about the smoke since the 
crisis began, preferring to focus on fire-
hit rural communities. Organizer Chloe 
Rafferty said that had created anger at 
the conservative government’s inaction. 
I think the wider public can see that we 
are not expecting the climate crisis in the 
future but we are facing the climate crisis 
now, she said. People are experiencing it 
in their day-to-day lives.

As well as a rise in people visiting hospi-
tals with smoke-related health symptoms, 
the number of emergency calls for ambu-
lances spiked 30 percent last week. For 
most people, smoke causes mild symp-
toms like sore eyes, nose and throat, 
top health department official Richard 
Broome said. However, people with condi-
tions like asthma, emphysema and angina 
are at greater risk because the smoke can 
trigger their symptoms.

Smoke from bushfires is one of the 
biggest contributors to air pollution in 

Australia, releasing fine particles that 
can lodge deep within people’s lungs and 
cause severe health impacts over time, 
according to scientist Mick Meyer from 
government-funded scientific research 
agency CSIRO. The impact of smoke on 
people remote from the fires may, on oc-
casion, substantially exceed the direct 
injury to people within the fire zone, he 
wrote in The Conversation.

But we currently lack the operational 
tools to understand the extent of these 
impacts or to manage them. Six people 
have been killed and more than 700 
houses destroyed in bushfires this fire 
season. Though the human toll has been 
far lower than the deadliest fire season 
in 2009 when almost 200 people died 
the scale of this year’s devastation 
has been widely described as unprec-
edented. Three million hectares (7.4 
million acres) of land has been burnt 
the size of some small countries and 
vast swathes of koala habitat scorched. 
Official data shows 2019 is on track to 
be one of the hottest and driest years on 
record in Australia.

International Justice

Suu Kyi defense on Rohingya Muslims Genocide rejected
An UN-established investigation ear-

lier recommended the prosecution of 
Myanmar’s top military commanders 
on charges of genocide, war crimes 
and crimes against humanity for the 
crackdown on the Rohingya. The UN 
Independent International Fact-Finding 
Mission on Myanmar said rapes of 
Rohingya by Myanmar’s security forces 
were systemic and demonstrated the in-
tent to commit genocide.

It said in a report the discrimination 
that Myanmar practiced against the 
Rohingya in peacetime aggravated the 
sexual violence towards them during 
times of conflict. Rohingya refugees have 
accused former Myanmar democracy 
icon Aung San Suu Kyi of lying to the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) in a 
testimony in which she denied that her 
country’s armed forces were guilty of 
genocide against the mostly Muslim mi-
nority group.

The International Court of Justice began 
its hearing on December 10 in The Hague, 
Netherlands on its genocide lawsuit filed 
by Gambia against Burma government. 
Rohingya Muslims in Europe are hope-
ful for the outcome of a lawsuit at the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) filed 
against Myanmar by West African coun-
try Gambia for atrocities against Rohingya 
Muslims in the country over the past few 
years.

Rohingya refugees have rejected Aung 
San Suu Kyi’s lies on genocide at the ICJ 
and accused her  of lying in a testimony 
in which she denied that her country’s 
armed forces were guilty of genocide 

against the mostly Muslim minority 
group. Several Rohingya rights groups 
have intensified their campaign seeking 
justice as International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) is set to hear a genocide charge 
against Myanmar. 

The community termed the genocide 
lawsuit filed by Gambia against Myanmar 
as historic achievement. It is first step 
into justice, said Hla Kyaw, head of the 
European Rohingya Council. The hearing 
upon a case filed by Gambia on behalf 
of Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
is ongoing at the court in The Hague, 
Netherlands and will continue for three 
days.

According to Amnesty International, 
more than 750,000 Rohingya refugees, 
mostly women and children, have fled 
Myanmar and crossed into Bangladesh 
after Myanmar forces launched a crack-
down on the minority Muslim community 
in August 2017, pushing the number of 
persecuted people in Bangladesh above 
1.2 million. We have been suffering for 
decades. It is the time for international 
community to hear Rohingya’s call for 
justice and rights, Kyaw added.

In a statement, Burma Human Rights 
Network Executive Director Kyaw Win 
said that there was overwhelming evi-
dence of genocide committed by the 
Burmese military against the Rohingya 
population.  The court will have to ensure 
that justice can be delivered to the victims 
despite significant political hurdles, he 
noted. But he expressed pessimism that 
the case may go through the UN Security 
Council where China and Russia have veto 

power and may act preemptively to pro-
tect Burma [Myanmar].

Win added, nations must ensure they 
put humanity before their political entan-
glements. Veto power comes with great 
moral responsibility and the misuse of it 
to protect one’s political interest would 
be a devastating blow to the morality and 
credibility of the international community 
if it allowed the perpetrators of genocide 
in Burma to escape any consequences.

The Rohingya Solidarity Organization 
(RSO) also welcomed the lawsuit de-

manding that the perpetrators should 
be given the exemplary punishment at 
the international court. We hope that 
ICJ will deliver the verdict that will 
reflect the hope of hundreds of thou-
sands of persecuted Rohingya people, 
RSO president Mohammed Ayyub Khan 
said.

Since Aug. 25, 2017, nearly 24,000 
Rohingya Muslims have been killed by 
Myanmar’s state forces, according to 
a report by the Ontario International 
Development Agency (OIDA). More 

than 34,000 Rohingya were also thrown 
into fires, while over 114,000 others 
were beaten, said the OIDA report, ti-
tled Forced Migration of Rohingya: 
The Untold Experience. Some 18,000 
Rohingya women and girls were raped 
by Myanmar’s army and police and over 
115,000 Rohingya homes were burned 
down and 113,000 others vandalized, it 
added.

The world will judge their claim of no 
genocide with evidence, Mohammed 
Mohibullah, chairman of the Arakan 

Rohingya Society for Peace and Human 
Rights, told the American news agency.  A 
thief never admits he is a thief, but justice 
can be delivered through evidence. The 
world has obtained evidence from us, he 
said at the Kutupalong refugee camp in 
Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar district. Even if 
Suu Kyi lies, she won’t be spared. She will 
certainly face justice. The world should 
take steps against her, he said.

Critics describe the army’s actions by 
the army as a deliberate campaign of 
ethnic cleansing and genocide that forced 
more than 700,000 Rohingya to flee. 
Aung San Suu Kyi’s picture of an internal 
military conflict with no genocidal intent 
against the Rohingya is completely false, 
Akila Radhakrishnan, president of the 
Global Justice Center in New York, said in 
a statement. Multiple independent agen-
cies and experts as well as Rohingya have 
documented mass killings, widespread 
rape, and wholesale destruction of land 
and property intentionally inflicted on 
innocent civilians.

The government has discriminated 
against the Rohingya for decades. This 
is genocide and it’s precisely what the 
Genocide Convention set out to prevent. 
Nur Kamal, a refugee at Kutupalong, also 
rejected Suu Kyi’s testimony. The military 
cordoned off people and killed them by 
opening fire, setting them ablaze isn’t this 
genocide? Will this be justified if Suu Ki 
says so? Kamal said. Nurul Alam, another 
Rohingya leader, told Al Jazeera that Suu 
Kyi’s decision to appear at The Hague 
would only benefit her, not the displaced 
refugees.
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Kashmir Internationalized

EU MPs condemn HR 
violations in IoK

T he Member of European 
Parliament (MEP), in 
his remarks expressed 
immense grief at the 
current blockade of 
Kashmir and very se-
rious human rights 

abuses taking place there. He advocates 
tangible negotiations and dialogue be-
tween all the stakeholders to end the 
Kashmiris’ unacceptable misery and to 
progress towards the political solution 
of the Kashmir dispute.

Any unilateral declaration of any sort 
on the Kashmir dispute does not end 
the conflict; all the parties to the dispute 
particularly Kashmiris must be a part of 
any negotiations, MEP Buchner added. In 
his conclusion MEP, he assured Barrister 
Tramboo to work with him in 2020 to 
bring the Kashmir dispute including 
grave human rights situation within the 
EU agenda, in general, and in the EP, in 
particular.

Klaus Buchner, MEP Klaus Buchner 
in collaboration with Organisation of 
Kashmir Coalition (OKC), hosted interac-
tive dialogue seminar in Brussels in con-
nection with International Human Rights 
Day, observed on 10th December every 
year. Frank Schwalba-Hoth, former MEP, 
in his opening remarks as a moderator of 
the seminar told the participants that it is 
befitting to pay huge tribute to the peo-

ple of occupied Kashmir bearing in mind 
that they have been subjected to gross 
human rights violations over the years 
particularly since 5th August 2019 when 
the Indian government abrogated special 
status of Kashmir and divided it into two 
union territories.

He reminded that the purpose of the ab-
rogation was to ensure the demographic 
change by installing Hindutva settlements 
in various shapes and forms in occupied 
Kashmir. He emphasised that the Kashmir 
advocacy within the European Union (EU) 
had to be strategized for 2020 and bring 
Kashmir on the high agenda of the EU. 

Frank Schwalba-Hoth hoped that MEPs 
such as Klaus Buchner had to undertake 
lead role and the political groups within 
the European Parliament needed to de-
velop understanding on the current de-
teriorating situation of Kashmir.

Barrister Abdul Majeed Tramboo, 
Executive Member of OKC, in his speech 
highlighted the legal angle of the Kashmir 
dispute under the international law link-
ing it with the United Nations very spe-
cific resolution on Kashmir. He said, any 
abrogation of the domestic legal frame-
work by the Indian government does not 
change the international recognised legal 

position of the Kashmir dispute.
He said, India’s rhetoric having annexed 

Kashmir is utterly false pretention only to 
satisfy Hindutva myopic greed; the abro-
gation is simply designed to achieve nefar-
ious demographic change in Kashmir by 
adopting the Israeli model of settlements. 
The International disputed legal status of 
Kashmir is not altered whatsoever.

He emphasised that the international 
community had to do more and the EU 
needed to adopt much bolder policy on 
Kashmir. He agreed that much vigorous 
advocacy was required within the EU 
institutions,  however, the EU’s focus on 

human rights situation and right to self-
determination of the people of Kashmir 
should be a priority when dealing with 
India. Barrister Tramboo concluded by 
declaring to run a high-profile advocacy 
and diplomacy with the assistance of 
MEPs during the calendar year 2020.

Following the interventions from the 
panelists, the seminar received contribu-
tions from the floor. Mr Philippe Jacques, 
DG office International Cooperation and 
Development – EU Commission, empha-
sised the need to have flow of credible 
information from the source which the 
European Commission can take on board 
and accordingly react to the situation.

Willem van der Geest (Special Policy 
Research Studies and Networks – EU 
Commission, asked to explore the possi-
bility to bring human rights abuses before 
the International Criminal Court, Mr Mine 
Yildiz of Diplomatic Academy stressed the 
need to heighten the Kashmir cause dip-
lomatically. Mr Alla Aboudaka of Access 
Advisors advised to have “point-man” 
identified within the EU institutions as it 
was during the Kashmir Centre. EU period 
that took the Kashmir issue to higher lev-
els and Ms Betty Claren, journalist, asked 
to engage western journalists at all levels. 
The seminar was attended by academics, 
jurists, journalists, politicians, EP assis-
tants, EU Commission officers and Non–
Governmental Organisations.

‘2020 Commission Kashmir’ launched in Geneva

U nder the patron-
age of Geneva Press 
Club, Organisation 
o f  K a s h m i r 
Coalition (OKC), 
Alaska Indigenous 
Tribes, OCOPROCE 

International and International Human 
Rights Association of American Minorities 
(IHRAAM), a conference under the title – 
Worldwide Human Rights Perspectives; 
was held at the UN Human Rights capital 
- Geneva.

Professor Alfred de Zayas, (First 
Independent Expert on the promotion of 
a democratic and equitable international 
order and Geneva School of Diplomacy 
and International Relations), moderated 
the conference.

He reminded the audience that the 
United Nations Charter is the world con-
stitution and that all UN member states 
must respect its principles and purposes, 
notably the promotion of world peace, the 
right to development and human rights 
for all without discrimination.

He regretted that international law is 

not applied uniformly, but selectively, 
applied à la carte and that human rights 
have been weaponised, so that instead of 
advancing human dignity and the entitle-
ment of every human being to civil, cul-
tural, economic, political and social rights, 
the human rights language has been 
corrupted and hijacked for purposes of 
demagogy, demonisation and defamation.

Barrister A Majid Tramboo (Executive 
Member of OKC and European Director 
of IHRAAM) echoed the views of Prof De 
Zayas reminding about the ongoing self–
determination movement of the people 
of Indian Occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
where the population, young or old, men 
or women (including young girls and chil-
dren), have been targeted to kill maim, 
torture, molest or rape.

Referring to the legal angle of the 
Jammu and Kashmir issue under the in-
ternational law linking it with the United 
Nations very specific resolutions on 
Kashmir, he emphasised that any abro-
gation of the domestic legal framework by 
the Indian government does not change 
the internationally recognised legal posi-

tion on the Kashmir issue.
Barrister Tramboo recalled that since 

August 5, 2019, Jammu & Kashmir is 
under blockade meaning cut-off from 
rest of the world.

Barrister Tramboo remarked that all 
this is highly unacceptable and, there-
fore, Kashmir needs aggressive diplomacy 
and advocacy. He announced that the 
upcoming year shall be themed as “2020 
Commission Kashmir” which will ensure 
policy making and decision-making advo-
cacy with all the stakeholders particularly 
the inter-governmental organisations for 
realising Kashmiris human rights and 
right to self-determination.

Ambassador Ronald Barnes (Permanent 
Representative of Alaska Indigenous 
Tribes) recalled that his name came to 
light after being appointed and bring-
ing the case to the Sub-Commission 
on Human Rights, where the Sub-
Commission offered a resolution, con-
sidering the apartheid in Alaska in light 
of the violations of Article 73 of the 
United Nations Charter and this was fol-
lowed by a visit to Alaska by Professor 

Alfred de Zayas, during his tenure as the 
Independent Expert on the promotion 
of a democratic and equitable interna-
tional order, where he recommended in 
paragraph 69 (n) of his 2013 report to 
the General Assembly that Alaska, Hawaii, 
Kashmir and other cases be sent to the 

United Nations Decolonisation Committee 
for re-enlistment to exercise their right of 
self-determination.

Ambassador Ronald Barnes remarked 
that this was followed by the call by 
Republic of Pakistan during the 2nd cycle 
Universal Periodic Review of the United 

States of America to implement para-
graph 69 (n) by sending Alaska, Hawaii 
and the Dakotas to the United Nations 
Decolonisation Committee. Thus Alaska, 
Hawaii, Kashmir and others are seeking 
implementation of the recommendations 
as well as measures to address the many 
human rights violations associated with 
the denial of the right of self-determina-
tion, Ambassador Ronald Barnes.

In conclusion, Ambassador Barnes 
brought to light the Pebble Mine issue 
where mining companies are attempting 
to create a hole the size of Manhattan in 
New York to mine of rare earth miner-
als, diamonds, gold and other raw ma-
terials to which indigenous people are 
asserting their right and title to Alaska, 
pointing out that the title to Alaska has 
yet to be settled since, according to a 
United Nations report the 1867 Treaty of 
Cession granted neither title nor jurisdic-
tion to the United States of America. The 
conference was primarily attended by 
journalists together with diplomats and 
representatives from non-governmental 
organisations.

Over 0.5m Kashmiris martyred in IoK

P a k i s t a n  H i g h 
Commissioner to 
the United Kingdom 
Mohammad Nafees 
Zakaria has said half-
million Kashmiris were 
martyred by Maharaja 

Dogra’s forces along with Indian occu-
pation forces and RSS (Hindu terrorist 
outfit of India) and one million Kashmiris 
were forcibly expelled from Jammu in 
1947 that changed the demography. He 

stated this while speaking at a seminar 
on Kashmir at High Commission, which 
was organized to mark the International 
Day for Victims of Genocide and inter-
national Human Rights Day observed on 
December 9,10 respectively.

Availing of the opportunity of the two 
international days of the UN, the seminar 
was organized to raised awareness about 
the plight of the Kashmiris in Indian 
Occupied Kashmir (IOK).

The seminar was attended by a large 
number of people from different walks of  
life. Nafees Zakaria said the illegitimate 

landing of Indian forces in 1947 was also 
the beginning of an era of mass killings, 
mass blinding with pellet guns, mass 
rapes, disappearances, false encounters 
and associated human sufferings that 
continues unabated in Indian occupied 
Kashmir.

All these atrocities are well documented 
by international human rights organisa-
tions and media while the victims still 
await justice, he said. Zakaria further 
said that the perpetual genocide of the 

Muslims in Indian occupied Kashmir con-
tinues. He cautioned that India has been 
systematically changing the demogra-
phy of Indian occupied Kashmir (IOK), 
in complete violation of international law 
and conventions, which Pakistan has al-
ready reported to the UN.

Zakaria said Pakistan has rejected 
the bifurcation of IOK into two Union 
Territories as it was in complete violation 
of the UN Security Council Resolutions 
and Bilateral Agreements between India 
and Pakistan.  He reiterated Pakistan’s 
moral, political and diplomatic support 

to the just cause of self-determination of 
the Kashmiri people. Zakaria urged the 
audience to raise awareness about the 
Indian atrocities

and ongoing humanitarian crisis in oc-
cupied Kashmir and be the voice of the 
voiceless and defenceless Kashmiris. In 
his address, Dr Nazir Gilani, President 
Human Rights, JKCHR gave historical 
background of the Kashmir dispute and 
shared the history of legal debates  on 
the issue. Dr Gilani said India was sin-
ning against the people of Kashmir on 
three fronts, namely, political vandalism, 
military aggression and cultural invasion.

He said India would have to revoke 
its unilateral measures taken in IOK 
since August 5, 2019 as the pressure is 
mounting on it as evidenced in recent 
two UN reports critical of Indian human 
rights abuses in the IOK. He condemned 
crimes against humanity being commit-
ted by Indian occupation forces against 
the Kashmiris and emphasized on raising 
awareness about the crisis by using all 
possible means.

A young woman of Kashmiri origin, 
Uzma Rasool spoke on the ongoing 
human rights abuses being committed by 
Indian occupation forces. She particularly 
narrated the ordeal of rape victims who 
are always Kashmiri Muslim women and 
girls. She recalled Kunan Pashpora mass 
rape incident of 1991 and several other 
rape incidents carried out by Indian 
forces with complete impunity.

Uzma also gave a heart-rending account 
of the plight of pellet gun victims com-
prising mostly young boys and girls. She 
said while the victims lose their eyesight, 
the families are financially crippled and 
run into heavy debts while getting treat-
ment for victims. The right to health is a 
basic human right which is being denied 
to the Kashmiris by India, she said.

Canadian HR 
activists highlight 
IoK’s HR situationr

A four-member delegation 
of human rights activists from 
Canada after meeting Mushaal 
Hussein Mullick, the wife of 
imprisoned Kashmiri leader 
Mohammad Yasin Malik, vowed 
on Sunday to raise their voice 
against excesses being commit-
ted by India in occupied Kashmir. 
During the meeting, Ms Mullick 
apprised the delegation of una-
bated human rights violations in 
the occupied valley and growing 
incidents of torture against sen-
ior Kashmiri leaders as well as 
young Kashmiris, said a state-
ment issued by her Peace and 
Culture Organisation.

It said the delegation com-
prised Zafar Bangash, con-
vener of the Friends of Kashmir 
Committee, Canada, and director 
of the Institute of Contemporary 
Islamic Thought; Dr Jonathan 
Kuttab, an international human 
rights lawyer and founder of 
the Violence International; 
Karen Rodman, founder and 
executive director of the Just 
Peace Advocates; and Michaela 
Lavis, who is writing a the-
sis on “Forced Migration and 
International Law: the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

According to the statement, 
members of the high-profile 
delegation have been vocal ad-
vocates for grant of rights to 
Kashmiris and have unequivo-
cally condemned the atroci-
ties perpetrated by the Indian 
government in the disputed 
region. The delegation is visit-
ing Pakistan to study the human 
rights situation in the occupied 
valley.

German envoy concerned 
over Indian atrocities in IoK
The Ambassador of Germany in Pakistan Bernhard Schlagheck expressed 

his concern over the human rights violation in Indian-occupied Kashmir. 
Addressing a press conference at the Lahore Press Club, the envoy said that 
improvements need to be visible at the Line of Control while voicing his ap-
prehensions regarding India’s atrocities on the people of the disputed territory.
He further commented on trade ties between Pakistan and Germany saying 

that while the figure stands at $3 billion, the volume should be much higher.
He further highlighted that since Pakistan’s population comprises 60 percent 

of youth, this can be a contributing factor in the country’s progress. Moreover, 
he reiterated his support in enhancing the capacities of Pakistan’s youth. He 
also expressed his displeasure on the Rs20 million tax imposed at Lahore’s 
Annemarie Schimmel Centre.

End lockdown in IoK: 
UK’s MPs

British parliamentarians have urged Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi to 
end the four-month-long clampdown in occupied Kashmir and allow its people 
to exercise their right to self-determination. You [Narendra Modi] will have to 
give the right of self-determination to the people of Kashmir, You have to give 
them their rights. You have to end the curfew and lockdown, the lawmakers 
were quoted as saying at a Kashmir seminar on the International Day of Human 
Rights organised by the Tehreek-e-Kashmir (TeK) UK chapter in Birmingham.
These views were expressed by British MP Jess Phillips, MP Philip Bennett, 
former UK MP Liam Baimi and Marco Longhi.
First of all we have to recognise the fact that the Kashmir dispute is not a com-
mon ground issue, it is a nuclear flashpoint between the two nuclear forces, one 
of the MPs said. Speaking on the occasion, TeK President Raja Fahim Kayani 
said the aim of this conference is to draw the world’s attention towards the 
continuing lockdown in IOK, which has been in place since August 5 when 
New Delhi revoked the autonomous status of its only Muslim majority region.
Unfortunately, the United Nations have failed to stop human rights violations 
in Indian Occupied Kashmir committed by the Indian army, he added. People 
of Kashmir are being punished by the occupation forces for demanding their 
right to self-determination, said Kiyani, adding that the Kashmir dispute is the 
longest unresolved issue in the United Nations. The UN Security Council has 
passed more than 11 resolutions on the dispute, he also said.
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Megan Fox sends her sons to 
an organicvegan school’

TENNESSEE

Megan Fox has revealed how she is raising her 
children to be kind to animals and live sustain-
ably by sending her sons to an “organic, sustain-
able, vegan school.”

The ‘Transformers’ star, 33, has three sons, 
Journey River, 3, Bodhi Ransom, 5, and Noah 
Shannon, 7, with her husband Brian Austin 
Green.

We send them to an organic, sustainable, vegan 
school where they’re seed-to-table, they plant 
their own food. They grow it, they harvest it and 
they take it to local restaurants to sell it, so they 
understand how all of that works,” she told a 
publication.

I’m very specific about never harming animals. 
We don’t step on ants. We don’t do things like 
that.

We don’t rip flowers out of the ground be-
cause we think they’re beautiful. I teach them 
that plants are sentient beings they have feel-
ings, thoughts and emotions so that’s what we’re 
doing.

Taylor Swift wishes to pay 
for her masters

PENNSYLVANIA

Taylor Swift is opening up about her battle to 
control her master recordings and why she 
decided to speak out about protecting artists’ 
rights.

The Lover songstress sat down with Billboard 
magazine recently, where she was honored as 
the publication’s Woman of the Decade, and she 
opened up about her public fight with her old 
record label, Big Machine, and her dissatisfaction 
with the established norms of the music industry.

We need to think about how we handle master 
recordings, because this isn’t it, Swift shared. I 
spent 10 years of my life trying rigorously to pur-
chase my masters outright and was then denied 
that opportunity, and I just don’t want that to 
happen to another artist if I can help it.

Swift made headlines in June when she took to 
Tumblr with a lengthy post accusing Big Machine 
Records including the label exec Scott Borchetta 
and music manager Scooter Braun, who had re-
cently purchased the label of bullying her, and 
not giving her a chance to buy back her masters 
outright.

Swift has declared that she plans on re-record-
ing and re-releasing her old hits as soon as she’s 
contractually allowed so that she can have full 
control over her catalog.

The reason I’m re-recording my music next 
year is because I do want my music to live on. 
I do want it to be in movies, I do want it to be 
in commercials, she explained, but I only want 
that if I own it.

With her many qualms about the music in-
dustry, the question was raised as to whether 
or not Swift has considered starting her own 
record label sometime in the future, so that she 
could have more control on the business side of 
the process.

Swift has been a leading voice among record-
ing artists particularly female recording artists  
when it comes to speaking out about the impor-
tance of artists’ rights and fighting for what she 
feels she deserves. According to Swift, she feels 
a responsibility to use her platform, obtained by 
virtue of her enormous fame, to be the voice for 
others who don’t have quite as much sway and 
power.

Pharmaceutical 
export up over 3% in 
4 months

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

The exports of pharmaceutical prod-
ucts during the first four months of 
financial year (2019-20) grew by 
3.24 percent as compared to the 
exports of corresponding period of 
last year.

The pharmaceutical exports were 
recorded at $73.000 million during 
July-October (2019-20) as against 
the exports of $70.707 million dur-
ing July-October (2018-19), showing 
growth of 3.24 percent, according to 
the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics.

In terms of quantity, the exports of 
the pharmaceutical goods increased 
by 11.12 percent from 4,426 metric 
tons to 3,983 metric ton, according 
to the data. Meanwhile, year-on-year 
basis, the pharmaceutical exports 
however witnessed decline of 17.84 
percent during the month of October 
2019 as compared to the same 
month of last year.

The pharmaceutical exports in 
October 2019 were recorded at $ 
17.519 million against the exports of 
$21.324 million in October 2018, the 
PBS data revealed.

On month-on-month basis, the 
exports of pharmaceutical products 
also decreased by 3.79 percent in 
October 2019 when compared to 
the exports of $18.210 million in 
September 2019.

It is pertinent to mention here that 
the country’s merchandise trade 
deficit plunged by 33.52 percent 
during the first four months of the 
current fiscal year (2019-20) as 
compared to the deficit of the same 
month of last year.

Day 2 Rawalpindi Test

Sri Lanka score 263 for six
RAWALPINDI

Dhananjaya de Silva was un-
beaten on 72 as he helped Sri 
Lanka amass 263 for six on 
the rain-hit second day of the 
opening Test against Pakistan 
here at Pindi Cricket Stadium 
on Thursday.

The 28-year-old, who has 
already made five half cen-
turies and as many centuries 
in Tests, was looking well 
on course to hit another ton 
when rain coupled with bad 
light ensured that no further 
proceeding take place.

Earlier, Sri Lanka resumed 
their first innings from over-
night score of 202 for five, 
but the first session lasted 
for just 7. 5 overs after which 

rain interrupted and stopped 
the match for more than three 
hours.

In total, only 18.2 overs 
were possible on the wet 
day two with Sri Lanka lost 
just one wicket of Niroshan 
Dickwella, who scored 33 off 
63 balls with the help of four 

boundaries. Dhananjaya, who 
faced 131 balls for his 72 runs, 
hammered 11 boundaries.

Pakistan’s pacers bowled 
some quality bowling as they 
frequently beat Sri Lankan 
batsmen. However, de Silva 
controlled his nerves and 
managed in keeping his ac-

count ticking over. He hit first 
boundary of the day through 
the covers off 16-year-old 
Naseem Shah’s first ball of 
the day. He continued picking 
up regular singles in the first 
session.

Naseem seemed at his best 
during this period as he con-
tinued beating the Sri Lankan 
pair of overnight. However, 
it was Shaheen Shah Afridi 
who got the breakthrough for 
Pakistan, dismissing Dickwella 
at 33, who handed a sharp 
catch to Babar Azam at gully.

After Dickewella’s departure 
just 12 further balls were pos-
sible as the umpires called it 
a day due to bad light and an-
other spell of drizzle.

Ashleigh Barty named 
WTA Player of the Year

WASHINGTON

The WTA has announced world 
No. 1 Ashleigh Barty as its Player 
of the Year.

The 23-year-old won four titles 
from six finals in 2019, including 
the WTA Finals in Shenzhen and 
her maiden Grand Slam singles 
trophy at the French Open.

Barty became the first Australian 
to be named WTA world No. 1 

since Evonne Goolagong Cawley 
in 1976, and recorded the most 
matches won on tour this season, 
with 57.

Barty also advanced to the 
quarterfinals at the Australian 
Open and the round of 16 at both 
Wimbledon and the U.S. Open, 
becoming the only player to reach 
the second week at all four Grand 
Slams in 2019.

22,900 players to be part of 4th KP U-21 
Games-2020: Atif Khan

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
PESHAWAR

A record 22907 players of 104 Tehsils of 32 dis-
tricts including the merger tribal areas of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa would be participating in the 4th 
edition of the Under-21 Games, Senior Minister 
for Sports, Tourism, Culture and Youth Affairs 
Muhammad Atif Khan told during the monthly 
Sports Management Committee held here at 
Conference Room of the Directorate of Sports 

Qayyum Sports Complex on Thursday.
He said this time the pool of the Under-23 

Games have been widening up to all 104 Tehsils 
of 32 districts across KP including 25 Tehsils 
and Seven Districts of the merger tribal areas. 
He said cash prizes have been doubles from 
that was in last year. The gold medal winner of 
each discipline would be awarded Rs. 100,000, 
silver medalist would get Rs. 50,000 and third 
position will be awarded Rs. 25000 instead of 

50,000, 30,000 and 20,000 was last year. The 
unveiling ceremony will be held on January 1, 
2020 and the trophy will have a visit of all the 
divisional headquarters including Dera Ismail 
Khan, Bannu, Kohat, Mardan, Swat, Hazara and 
Peshawar.

The award of the sports scholarship intro-
duced in 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018 has also 
been increased so that to help the talented play-
ers to continue their education without facing 

any hardship as far as the tuition fee from class 
9th to Master Classes are concerned.

The pool of the Under-21 Games, which had 
earlier been famous as U-23 Games, have been 
widening up to almost 22907 male and female 
and would be played in 104 Tehsils of 32 dis-
tricts in the first phase with six discipline com-
prising football, volleyball, athletics, badminton, 
kabaddi and tug of war for the male only. There 
will be no female games at Tehsil level.

PSX witnesses bullish trend
KSE-100 inches down by 17 points

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
KARACHI

The KSE-100 index inched down on Thursday 
and closed with a loss of 17 points as investors 
resorted to profit-booking despite encouraging 
trade figures.

In the morning, trading began on an upbeat 
note, however, selling pressure emerged shortly 
as investors began offloading stocks and the index 
dipped by midday. A buying spree towards the end 
of the session helped wipe off the losses and the 
market ended on a flat note.

At close, the benchmark KSE 100-share Index 
recorded a decrease of 17.25 points, or 0.04%, to 
settle at 40,514.17.

Going with the recent trend, the vansapati sector 
led the trading volumes with 37.7 million shares 
changing hands, followed by the technology sector 
(27.2 million) and cement firms (23.1 million).

Among individual stocks, Unity Foods led the 
table with trading in 37.7 million shares, followed 
by TRG Pakistan (12.9 million) and Fauji Foods 
(10.9 million).

Overall, trading volumes decreased to 227 mil-
lion shares compared with Wednesday’s tally of 
305 million. The value of shares traded during the 
day was Rs8.4 billion.

Shares of 366 companies were traded. At the 
end of the day, 125 stocks closed higher, 225 de-
clined and 16 remained unchanged.

Unity Foods was the volume leader with 37.8 
million shares, gaining Rs0.24 to close at Rs14.9. 
It was followed by TRG Pakistan with 12.9 mil-
lion shares, losing Rs0.99 to close at Rs24.01 and 
Fauji Foods with 11 million shares, losing Rs0.21 

to close at Rs15.56.
Foreign institutional investors were net sellers of 

Rs302.5 million worth of shares during the trad-
ing session, according to data compiled by the 
National Clearing Company of Pakistan.

Trade deficit shrinks 
33.04% in 5 months of 
FY 2019-20

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

Country’s trade deficit witnessed sig-
nificant reduction in first five months 
(July-November) of current financial 
year and fell by 33.04% as compared 
to the corresponding period of last 
year.

During the period under review 
country’s exports registered about 
4.97% growth, whereas imports re-
duces by 18.41%, according the for-
eign trade statistics, released by the 
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics.

During the period from July-
November, 2019, exports witnessed 
an increase of 4.07%, as it reached to 
$9.545 billion against the exports of 
$9.109 billion of the same period of 
last year, it added.

Meanwhile, country’s imports wit-
nessed significant decrease of 18.41% 
as it went down from $23.548 billion 
in first five months of last financial year 
to $19.213 billion of same period of 
current financial year, it said.

Advisor to the Prime Minister on Commerce, Textile, Industries & Production and 

Investment, Abdul Razak Dawood in a meeting on Trade Policy in Islamabad on Thursday. 

Photo: PID

Empower private sector for higher economic 
growth: APBF Conference

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

The speakers at a conference have called for empow-
ering the private sector for high economic growth 
and job creation through improvement in ease of 
doing-business and industry-friendly policies in the 
country.

The conference was organized by the All Pakistan 
Business Forum on the theme of ‘Way to a Prosperous 
Pakistan’ at a local hotel here on Thursday.

Besides APBF Chairman Ibrahim Qureshi, 
President Syed Maaz Mahmood and general sec-

retary Khurram Niaz, the key speakers included 
Federal Minister Shafqat Mahmood, Federal Minister 
Fawad Chaudry, Chairperson Commonwealth for 
Women Ms. Shandana Gulzar, World Bank Country 
Director Illangovan Potchamotho, EU ambassador 
Androula Kaminara, Ambassador of Italy to Pakistan 
Stefano Pontecorvo, Ambassador of Denmark Rolf 
Michael Hay Pereira Holmboe, NUST GTTN Amer 
Hashmi etc.

The speakers appreciated Pakistan’s better ranking 
on the World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business Index 
but stressed the need for paying more attention to 

that area. They also suggested that business-friendly 
loans at low interest rate are critical to improve the 
ease of doing-business policy.

The APBF moot on ‘Way to a Prosperous Pakistan-
-Sectors that require Focus & Implementation’ had 
arranged four major sessions for in-depth panel 
discussions, including “Economy & Ease of Doing 
Business in Pakistan”; “Technical Education and 
Skills Development” ; “Entrepreneurship & Women 
Development and Role of women in Economy” and 
“Climate Change, Water Resources and Renewable 
Energy”.

OPEN MARKET FOREX RATES

Currency Buying Selling

Australian Dollar 104.5 106

Bahrain Dinar 405 407

Canadian Dollar 116 118

China Yuan 21.95 22.1

Danish Krone 22.85 23.15

 Euro 170 172.5

Hong Kong Dollar 19.75 20

Indian Rupee 2.13 2.2

Japanese Yen 1.41 1.44

Kuwaiti Dinar 509 511.5

Malaysian Ringgit 37.1 37.45

NewZealand $ 101.45 102.15

Norwegians Krone 16.85 17.1

Omani Riyal 401.5 403.5

Qatari Riyal 42.4 42.75

 Saudi Riyal 40.95 41.35

Singapore Dollar 113 115

 Swedish Korona 16.5 16.75

Swiss Franc 156.75 157.65

 Thai Baht 5.05 5.15

U.A.E Dirham 41.95 42.35

 UK Pound Sterling 202.5 204.5

US Dollar 154.45 155.05
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MPS must sensitize society 
about child rights: Alvi
Zainab Alert Bill 2019 to be passed from Parliament: Mazari

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

President Dr Arif Alvi Thursday 
urged the parliamentarians to 
play their role in sensitizing and 
guiding the society about chil-
dren rights. “Besides the role 
of parliamentarians about the 
constitutional and international 
commitments of Pakistan in the 
context of the Convention on the 
Rights of Children, do legislation 
in this regard, the 372 MNAs 
must motivate the people and 
prepare the community to play 
their role in protecting the rights 
of children,” he said while speak-
ing as chief guest at a ceremony 
marking the 30th anniversary of 
UN Convention on the Right of 
Children (CRC).

The president said the govern-
ment, development partners and 
civil society should join hands to 
raise awareness in society and 
improve child rights in Pakistan. 
He said dignity of children must 
be protected and there must be 

a check on child labour and their 
sexual exploitation. He said it 
was a prime responsibility of the 
state to provide access to educa-
tion and health to its children and 
citizens.

Dr Alvi said legislation on such 
issues was of paramount im-
portance but implementation of 
those laws would prevent such 
abuses in society. He said besides 
legislation the parents and society 
also had a great role to contribute 
in upbringing of their children.

He said 40 percent of people in 
society were under stress which 
also badly affecting the chil-
dren, adding mercy on people 
who were under stress should 
be a prime responsibility of the 
society.

He said the education system it-
self must be a vehicle to guide the 
children and make them strong. 
The president said Pakistan’s 
present and future depend on 
the realisation of child rights, 
including their right to survival, 

development, protection and 
participation.

He on the occasion also men-
tioned the grave human rights 
violations particularly child 
abuses and torture in the Indian 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir.

He said Pakistan would high-
light this issue repeatedly as it 
would sensitize the world to take 
action against the grave human 
rights violations being committed 
by the Indian occupation forces.

Minister for Human Rights Dr 
Shireen Mazari said the present 

government was very sensi-
tive about child rights as Prime 
Minister Imran Khan in his first 
cabinet meeting had raised the 
issue of child rights, stunting and 
their access to education.

She said child abuse was a big 
issue and the government was 
doing legislation in that regard 
to prevent incidents of sexual as-
sault against children.

She said Zainab Alert Bill 2019 
was being given final touches at 
the Standing Committee and ex-
pressed the hope that the said 
bill would be passed from the 
Parliament shortly.

“Children are our future and if 
we do not give them their rights, 
Pakistan cannot move forward,” 
she said.

The minister said the govern-
ment had launched awareness 
programme on child abuse but 
added society awareness and 
mind set in that regard had to be 
changed for safety of future gen-
eration of Pakistan.

Dignity of 
children must 

be protected 
and there must 

be a check on 
child labour 

and their sexual 
exploitation: 

President 

President Dr. Arif Alvi addressing the celebrations of Child Rights and International Human Rights Day in Islamabad on Thursday. Photo: PID

Switzerland to exchange 
bank data with Pakistan

BERN

In a key development over the issue of 
the wealth stashed to abroad, the Swiss 
parliament has approved the automatic 
exchange of bank data to 18 more coun-
tries including Pakistan from year 2021.

The Swiss Senate followed the House 
of Representative’s lead and approved 
a new batch of countries for automatic 
exchange of financial information (AEOI) 
including Pakistan, a Swiss newspaper 
reported.

This means Switzerland will provide 
the complete bank data held by the citi-
zens of these countries.

In return, Switzerland will receive in-
formation on banking details of accounts 
held by Swiss citizens in these countries.

These 18 countries are Pakistan, 

Albania, Azerbaijan, Brunei, Dominica, 
Ghana, Kazakhstan, Lebanon, Macau, 
Maldives, Nigeria, Niue, Oman, Peru, 
Samoa, Saint Martin, Trinidad and 
Tobago and Vanuatu, the report said.

Turkey was also up for consideration, 
but the Senate decided it was not yet 
ready for automatic exchange.

So far, Switzerland receives financial 
data from 75 countries and shares the 
bank data with 63, the report said.

Recently the Swiss authorities re-
vealed that they had provided details of 
around 3.1 million bank accounts held 
by foreigners to their countries of origin 
or residence. In return, it received infor-
mation on banking details of around 2.4 
million accounts held by Swiss citizens 
or residents in 75 countries.

Aramco stock 
touches $2 
trillion before 
easing

LONDON

Saudi Aramco’s shares opened up 10 
percent higher in their second trading 
session on Thursday, briefly sending 
its market capitalization above $2 tril-
lion before easing.

The stock advanced to SR 38.7 
($10.32) before easing to SR37 about 
15 minutes into the session. The stock 
hit the maximum allowed in a trading 
session on its debut on Wednesday.

Aramco became the world’s biggest 
IPO last week by raising $25.6 billion 
- more than the $25 billion raised by 
Alibaba in 2014.

The share sale took place at a turbu-
lent time for the global oil industry, in-
creasingly under the spotlight because 
of its greenhouse gas emissions. At the 
same time, a global supply glut caused 
in part by the growth of the US shale 
oil sector has dampened investor 
sentiment towards the sector. Plans 
for the share sale faced a further shock 
in September when Saudi Aramco’s 
main oil processing facility in Abqaiq 
was hit in a drone attack.

Despite the unfavorable global 
market mood, the Saudi government 
pressed ahead with the sale that 
has long been a cornerstone of the 
Kingdom’s efforts to modernize its 
economy and develop its financial 
sector. It is expected to be followed 
by more privatizations as Saudi 
Arabia seeks to curb its budget 
deficit. Announcing the Saudi budget 
earlier in the week, Finance Minister 
Mohammed Al-Jadaan said that the 
proceeds from the Aramco IPO would 
be reinvested, helping to create more 
revenue channels for the government.

Global Markets

Stocks mixed: US, EU policymakers 
leave rates unchanged

TOKYO/NEW YORK/LONDON

Global shares were mixed Thursday after 
central banks in Europe and the U.S. said 
they will leave interest rates unchanged 
for the time being.

Investors are still waiting for a break-
through in U.S.-China trade talks while 
monitoring Britain’s national election 
Thursday, which will likely determine 
if the United Kingdom pushes ahead 
with its departure from the 28-nation 
European Union.

Britain’s FTSE 100 rose 0.5% to 7,252, 
while France’s CAC 40 and Germany’s 
DAX were both flat in midday trading in 
Europe.

Pre-market trading on Wall Street was 
rudderless, with Dow and S&P futures 
drifting between small losses and gains.

The European Central Bank left its key 
interest rate benchmarks and stimulus 
programs unchanged on Thursday dur-
ing ts first policy meeting under newly 
appointed president, Christine Lagarde.

That follows a similar decision by the 
U.S. Federal Reserve on Wednesday, 
which also signaled it would leave them 
alone through 2020. The Fed had been 
expected to leave its benchmark interest 
rate unchanged this month after cutting 
it three times this year to shield the econ-
omy from slowing global growth and the 
fallout of U.S. trade conflicts.

Investor jitters over whether the U.S. 
and China will be able to avert a new es-
calation in their trade war has made for 
choppy trading this week, pulling major 
indexes lower.

Investors are hoping that both sides can 
avoid a new round of tariffs scheduled 
to kick in Sunday on Chinese goods that 
include phones, laptops and other popu-

lar products.
The fact is the big event risk remains in 

place, with the world watching to see if 
the 15% tariffs kick in on $160 billion of 
Chinese exports on Sunday, Chris Weston 
of Pepperstone said in a commentary.

Japan’s benchmark Nikkei 225 edged 
0.1% higher to finish at 23,424.81, while 
Australia’s S&P/ASX 200 lost 0.7% to 
6,708.80. South Korea’s Kospi jumped 
1.5% to 2,137.35. Hong Kong’s Hang 
Seng was up 1.3% at 26,994.14, while the 

Shanghai Composite stood at 2,915.70, 
down 0.3%. Shares rose in Taiwan but 
were mixed in Southeast Asia.

Benchmark crude oil added 30 cents 
to $59.06 a barrel in electronic trading 
on the New York Mercantile Exchange. 
It fell 48 cents to $58.76 a barrel on 
Wednesday. Brent crude oil, the inter-
national standard, gained 40 cents to 
$64.12 a barrel. The dollar inched up to 
108.61 Japanese yen from 108.60 yen. 
The euro rose to $1.1136 from $1.1130.

ECB chief sees slowdown 
bottoming out

FRANKFURT

Central banks in the United States and 
Europe say they’ve done their part to 
help the economy for now. The European 
Central Bank on Thursday decided to 
leave it stimulus programs unchanged as 
its new president highlighted signs that 
the economy has steadied after a period 
of weaker growth.

ECB head Christine Lagarde said that 
recent economic indicators are “weak 
overall” but “point to some stabilizing in 
the slowdown of of economic growth.”

The decision to keep interest rates low 
followed a similar move this week by the 
U.S. Federal Reserve, where officials in-
dicated they expect no change through 
2020.

The ECB enacted a stimulus package as 
recently as September, when it cut a key 
rate and launched a bond-buying pro-
gram that pumps newly created money 
into the economy. Lagarde said that pack-
age, decided before she took over from 
Mario Draghi on Nov.1, would continue 
to support the economy with easier bor-
rowing terms for companies.

Doubts have grown among some econo-
mists about how much good more central 

bank stimulus can do to support devel-
oped economies.

Interest is meanwhile focused on 
Lagarde, who presided over her first 
meeting as head of the institution that 
sets monetary policy for the 19 euro 
countries that use the euro and their 
342 million people. She is well known 
from her previous jobs as head of the 
International Monetary Fund and as 
French finance minister but investors will 
want to see how she communicates and 
explains the complexities of monetary 
policy to markets and voters.

Other themes that were getting atten-
tion were Lagarde’s plans for a review of 
the bank’s monetary policy framework 
and how it defines price stability, the goal 
it is supposed to seek under the European 
Union treaty. There’s also been discus-
sion of whether the ECB should do more 
to support financing of projects aimed 
at fighting environmental pollution and 
climate change.

Analysts are looking also for signs on 
how she will manage dissent on the ECB’s 
25-member governing council. A minor-
ity criticized the measures enacted under 
predecessor Mario Draghi on Sept. 12.

Economy witnesses 
upward trend: Omer Ayub

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
HARIPUR

Federal Minister for Power, Omer Ayub 
Khan Thursday said that a heavy circu-
lar debt was created by the last govern-
ments of Pakistan Muslim League-N 
(PML-N) and the people of this country 
were facing the consequences.

Addressing the oath-taking ceremony 
of All Traders Association Haripur, the 
minister further said that the economy 
of the country was progressing gradually 
as we were providing opportunities for 
businesses and investments for local and 
foreign investors.

He said foreign companies were show-
ing keen interest in investment in our en-
ergy sector adding corruption will not 
be tolerated at any cost. ”Through team 
work we have resolved the electricity 
issue in the country,” Ayub said.

Talking about the developmental 
work in district Haripur he said that in 

85 percent areas we were making sure 
provision of Sui gas and developmental 
schemes worth Rs 9 billion were near to 
completion in the district.

Omer Ayub Khan said that govern-
ment has released Rs 11.5 billion for 
University of Haripur and telephone in-
dustries Haripur would be revitalized. 
District Haripur has gained special at-
tention of the world under CPEC where 
Taxila Heavy Mechanical Complex, NRTC, 
POF Havelian would play their vital 
role in development and provision of 
employment.

He said to resolve is issue of low elec-
tricity voltage and unscheduled load 
shedding in district Haripur, two 132 
KV grid stations in city area and one in 
Hattar would be established–from the 
up-gradation of district headquarters 
hospital to the establishment of medical 
college was the gift of PTI government to 
the people of the Haripur.

40%
 of people in society were under 
stress which also badly affecting 
the children, adding mercy on 
people who were under stress 
should be a prime responsibility of 
the society

Pak Ecosystem Restoration Fund bags 
global recognition

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Ecosystem Restoration Fund had bagged global recognition at 
the United Nations Framework Convention (UNFCCC) on Climate Change 25th confer-
ence of parties (COP25) after successful launch in Madrid by the Adviser to the Prime 
Minister on Climate Change Malik Amin Aslam. The adviser was heading Pakistan’s 
delegation to the UNFCCC conference. The theme for this COP is “Time for Action” 
and Pakistan expressed on this global forum that it was serious about pursuing eco-
system restoration to address climate change challenges in the country, said a press 
stated issued here on Thursday. “Pakistan’s unique land mass which ranges from its 
high mountains down to the Arabian Sea at a steep incline makes the country ex-
tremely diverse and vulnerable to flooding from glacial melt combined with monsoon 
rain in the summer months. The ambitious Ecosystem Restoration Fund (ESRF) would 
effectively manage its water resources and address this vulnerability while steering 
the country onto a more sustainable pathway,” it added.




