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Under the dynamic 
leadership of PM Imran, 
govt will bring prosperity, 
alleviate inflation, 
poverty and provide jobs 
opportunities to jobless 
youth this year

SA to PM  Usman Dar

RSS’ genie leads to bloodshed:

Extremist RSS ideology 
takes over India: PM
Prime Minister Khan orders immediate report on Quetta blast

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Imran Khan on Saturday regret-
ted an “extremist ideology RSS has taken over a 
nuclear-armed country of over a billion people.” 
Sharing a news story about protests against India’s 
controversial citizenship laws on his Twitter han-
dle, the prime minister wrote: “It is an ideology 
based on racial superiority & hatred of Muslims & 
all minorities.”

“Whenever this genie has come out of the bottle, 
it has always led to bloodshed.” In a statement on 
the microblogging site on Dec 21, the premier had 
said: “I have been warning the international] com-
munity of this for some time & am reiterating again: 
if India does such an operation to divert attention 
from its domestic chaos plus whip up war hysteria 
to mobilise Hindu nationalism, Pak will have no op-
tion but to give a befitting response.”

He said over the last five years of Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s  government, India has 
been moving towards “Hindu Rashtra with its 
Hindutva Supremacist fascist ideology.”

Prime Minister Imran Khan expressed concern to-
wards the minorities residing in India and said that 
an extremist ideology RSS has taken over nuclear-
armed country of over a billion people.

PM Imran said that Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) is an ideology based on racial superiority and 
hatred of Muslims and all other minorities. Imran 
Khan also shared an article carried by The Times 
titled “India is a Hindu state now -- We are second-

class citizens.” 
Prime Minister Imran Khan stated that he has 

directed the concerned authorities to submit an 
“immediate report on the condemnable, cowardly 
terrorist attack” in Quetta on Friday, which claimed 
the lives of 15 people including a deputy superin-
tendent of police (DSP).

In a tweet, the premier hailed the martyred DSP 
as a “brave and exemplary officer”. He further men-
tioned that he had asked the Balochistan govern-
ment to ensure provision of medical facilities to the 
injured persons.

“I have demanded an immediate report on the 
condemnable cowardly terrorist attack in Quetta 
targeting a mosque and people at prayers. Have 

asked provincial govt to ensure all medical facili-
ties are provided to the injured. Martyred DSP Haji 
Amanullah was a brave and exemplary officer,” the 
prime minister stated.

I have demanded an immediate report on the 
condemnable cowardly terrorist attack in Quetta 
targeting a mosque & people at prayers. Have asked 
prov govt to ensure all medical facilities are pro-
vided to the injured. Martyred DSP Haji Amanullah 
was a brave & exemplary officer.

At least 15 people including Deputy 
Superintendent of Police (DSP) Ammanullah and 
the Imam of the mosque were killed and 19 oth-
ers sustained injuries in a powerful explosion at 
a mosque in the provincial capital’s Satellite Town 
on Friday.

Pak Army ever ready

Indian Army Chief ’s 
statement routine 
rhetoric: ISPR
Pakistan army vows ‘even stronger’ 
response if India attempts military 
action across LoC

RAWALPINDI

Rebutting the statement 
made earlier by the new 
Indian Army Chief, Manoj 
Mukund Naravane, the 
inter-services public re-
lations (ISPR) wing of 
Pakistan Army termed 
the development ‘routine 
rhetoric’.

Director-General for the 
inter-services public re-
lations (DG-ISPR) Major 
General Asif Ghafoor took 
to Twitter on Saturday 
and said that aggressive 
statements by Indian 
Army Chief were fodder 
for the Indian nation who 
is currently embattled 
with serious problems at 
home.

The statement by 
the Pakistan Army 
Spokesman also ex-
pressed undeterred re-
solve claiming that the 
Pakistan Armed Forces 
was ready for any and all 
Indian acts of aggression 
against Pakistan’s sover-
eignty. The tweet read: 
“Statements by Indian COAS to undertake military ac-
tion across LOC are routine rhetoric for domestic audi-
ences to get out of ongoing internal turmoil. Pakistan 
Armed Forces are fully prepared to respond to any act 
of Indian aggression.”

Director General of Inter-Services Public Relations 
(ISPR) Major General Asif Ghafoor said that Pakistan’s 
armed forces will give an ‘even stronger’ response than 
that of February, if India attempts any military action 
across the Line of Control (LoC).

The DG ISPR response on Twitter came after Indian 
Army Chief Gen Manoj Mukund said if his army receives 
orders from the Indian parliament to ‘reclaim’ Azad 
Kashmir from Pakistan, it will take military action. The 
DG ISPR, in a tweet, said that Pakistan’s armed forces 
are ready to respond to any Indian aggression.

Advisor to the Prime Minister on Commerce, Textile, Industries & Production and Investment, Abdul Razak Dawood being presented with a memento during his visit of 

Karachi Chamber of Commerce & Industries in Karachi on Saturday. Photo: PID

PM condoles Sultan 
Qaboos’s death
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan on 
Saturday extended his deepest condolences to 
the people of Oman on the passing of Sultan 
Qaboos bin Said, one of the Middle East’s longest 
serving rulers. “He was a visionary & transformed 
Oman into a vibrant, modern state,” he said 
in a tweet. “Oman has lost a beloved leader & 
Pakistan a close, trusted friend. May his soul rest 
in eternal peace.

Business community
must bring inflation 
down: Razak

Talks underway with protesting 
goods transporters

KARACHI

Advisor to the prime minister on 
commerce Abdul Razak Dawood said 
that the business community was 
increasing inflation in the country, 
on Saturday. The prime minister’s 
aide said “the business community 
is causing the rise of inflation in the 
country” and urged them to do their 
part to curb it. “We [Pakistanis] do 
not possess a global vision,” he said 
while addressing at the Edible Oil 
Conference. “People criticise our 
government and ask what good have 
we done by increasing exports by 
four to five percent. I assure you, we 
are moving towards stability and this 
is the last installment we have taken 
from the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF),” he said. Emphasising the need 
to curb imports, Dawood said that the 
country needs to get rid of the ‘import 
based’ economy to move forward.

The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) on 
January 7 said during the first quarter 
of current fiscal year FY-20, Pakistan’s 
economy moved progressively along 
the adjustment path, but inflation 
reached the highest level during the 
last seven years. Pakistan’s economic 
growth is unlikely to meet the target of 
4 percent this fiscal, due to soft trends 
in agriculture and manufacturing pro-
duction, the central bank said, advising 
the government to address structural 
vulnerabilities to put the economy on 
a sustainable growth trajectory.

Adviser to Prime Minister on 
Commerce, Textile, Industry and 
Production Abdul Razak Dawood on 
Saturday said talks are underway 
with protesting goods transporters to 
end their strike. 

Oil 2020 demand is healthy

Opec+ aims for market stability 
rather than raised prices

ABU DHABI

Oil demand for 2020 remains healthy, 
according to Suhail Al Mazrouei, UAE 
Minister of Energy and Industry, who on 
Saturday said that his main worry was 
keeping oil markets well-supplied to 
avoid any shortages. “Demand is healthy, 
but the issue is how do we forecast the 
supply. So for the demand I think we are 
in a better position in 2020 than 2019 … 
So from a demand point of view I’m not 
worried.

“I’m worried about either a lack of sup-
ply in the longer run, because we are not 
investing, or an oversupply in the short 
term,” he added. Al Mazrouei put much of 
the oversupply on US producers, whom 
he said had gotten ahead of themselves. 
“Production from the US was exaggerated 
and very difficult to manage, [there are] 
thousands of companies producing, and 
when everyone was producing they got 
ahead of themselves.

“They overproduced and what suffered 
was profitability, and we discussed last 
year if they are making money for the in-
vestors [and the answer was] not always,” 

he added. When asked about Opec and 
the US joining forces as the body has done 
with non-Opec producers such as Russia 
with Opec+, Al Mazrouei played down 
such prospects.

“The Secretary of Energy of the US has 
no control over those thousands of pro-
ducers, so I think this is fiction and it will 
never happen. What’s important for us 
is to have a dialogue of understanding … 
and ensuring that we have a balance [in 

the market],” he added.
Commenting on Opec+ and its produc-

tion cuts, Al Mazrouei said the main goal 
was to bring stability to the market rather 
than just driving prices up to benefit pro-
ducing nations. “As a member of Opec I 
can assure you the commitment I have 
seen among all of the countries — which 
are now more than 20 countries in Opec 
+ — they are all committed to not rais-
ing prices.

“They are committed to delivering a bal-
ance and to ensure that the world is well-
supplied … We care about the consuming 
nations and we will continue to work 
with them to drive prosperity,” he added. 
“The objective for all of us in Opec and 
Opec+ is not to achieve a certain price, the 
objective for us is to maintain the market 
balance so investors can invest,” he said.

Commenting on Russia’s role within 
Opec+, Al Mazrouei said there was no 
concern on future Russian commit-
ments, with the country’s energy minis-
ter Alexander Novak recently stating that 
the group could reconsider its production 
cuts later this year. 

Global economy better 
positioned in 2020

ABU DHABI

After a challenging 2019, the global 
economy is in better shape for 2020 with 
energy demand remaining robust ac-
cording to Dr Sultan Al Jaber, Minister of 
State and Adnoc group chief executive. Al 
Jaber was speaking at the Atlantic Council 
Global Energy Forum held in Abu Dhabi 
on Saturday, as hundreds of delegates in-
cluding government officials and industry 
leaders convened together to set out this 
year’s energy agenda and outlook.

“The global economy going into 2020 
appears to be in better shape than last 
year, with trade tensions [between the US 
and China] easing, manufacturing show-
ing signs of renewed growth and global 
consumer spending strengthening,” Al 
Jaber said. “This economic outlook means 
both the short and long term demand 
for energy remains very robust. Over the 
next two decades we will see growth of at 
least 25-30 per cent in energy demand,” 
he added.

“This is a rate of increase that no single 
source can satisfy and presents the key 
challenge of how to produce more energy 
with fewer emissions,” he said. Al Jaber 
said that meeting this demand for energy 
was a high priority for the UAE, with the 
country diversifying its energy mix to in-
clude both solar and nuclear power. “In 
the last 10 years we have grown our solar 

capacity by 400 per cent and invested in 
renewable energy projects approaching 
12 gigawatts here in the UAE and across 
25 countries around the world.

“We are [also] adding clean nuclear 
power to our domestic portfolio work-
ing closely with the International Atomic 
Energy Agency. This year, the UAE will be 
the first country in the region to operate 
a safe commercial and peaceful nuclear 
power station,” he added.

Al Jaber said that hydrocarbons would 
also continue to form a key pillar of the 
UAE’s energy strategy, with Adnoc on track 
to upping its production to 4 million bar-
rels per day (bpd) in 2020.

“We will continue to responsibly grow 
our hydrocarbon resources to ensure reli-
able flows of energy to global markets.

“At Adnoc, we are well on track to in-
crease crude oil production capacity to 
4 million bpd by the end of the year,” he 
added. Al Jaber also spoke on the upcom-
ing launch of ICE Futures Abu Dhabi, 
which will for the first time see Adnoc’s 
Murban crude being sold on a futures 
exchange market. “We are also helping 
shape more transparent market condi-
tions, this is in fact the motivation behind 
ICE Futures Abu Dhabi, which we launched 
only two months ago in partnership with 
Intercontinental Exchange, global traders 
and many major producers.

China issues 6 new 
B & R bonds by Nov

BEIJING

China’s securities regulator said the country has 
strengthened the financial support for the Belt and Road 
Initiative in 2019. Six new Belt and Road bonds had 
been issued via the exchanges by the end of November 
2019, raising 6.7 billion yuan (about 996 million U.S. 
dollars), according to the China Securities Regulatory 
Commission.

China will further open the futures market and bonds 
market based on the measures on opening up China’s 
capital market announced in June 2019. The capability 
of supervision and risk prevention will be further im-
proved as China opens up the market, said the regulator

Higher costs 
tighten cleaner fuel 
supplies for global 
shipping
NEW YORK: The price of very low-
sulfur fuel oil has risen in recent 
months, a sign of increasing worry 
there is not enough of the fuel to 
comply with new global shipping laws 
that took effect this year, market 
participants said.
Very low-sulfur fuel oil (VLSFO) 
lately has started to trade at levels 
comparable to marine gasoil, a 
type of diesel fuel used by tankers. 
That is an indication that refineries 
may need to increase production of 
VLSFO as tankers shift from dirtier, 
high-sulfur fuel to a cleaner product 
to comply with International Maritime 
Organization regulations designed to 
reduce smog.



Pak-Oman Ties 

P resident Dr Arif Alvi, Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi and other civil and military leader-
ship has expressed  heart-felt condolences 
on the demise of Sultan Qaboos bin Said al 

Said of Oman who breathed his last on Friday. Pakistan 
hopes that bilateral relations with brotherly state will 
further flourish under the leadership of new Sultan. 

Oman and Pakistan are natural partners due to geo-
graphical proximity and the leadership, Government 
and the people of Pakistan held His Majesty Sultan 
Qaboos bin Said Al-Said and the brotherly people of 
Oman in high esteem.

Relations between Oman and Pakistan are excel-
lent close, warm, brotherly, cordial and deep. Both 
countries are members of UN, OIC and NAM. There 
are over 250,000 Pakistani immigrants resident in 
Oman. 30 percent of Omanis are of Balochi origin 
from Pakistan’s Balochistan province, having settled 
in Oman over a hundred years ago.

The bilateral trade relations between Pakistan and 
Oman are on the rise. According to Pakistan’s official 
figures (February 2018), Pakistan exported goods 
to Oman worth $ 142.3 million which is 67 percent 
higher than $ 85.2 million worth of exports in 2017. 
The volume of goods imported from Oman was re-

corded at $ 234.1 million in 2018 higher by 21.7 per-
cent as compared to $ 192.4 million worth of imports 
in 2017. 

The trade balance, which stood at $ 91.8 million, 
has bettered by 14.9 percent in favor of Pakistan as 
compared to $ 107.19 million in FY17, yet it needs 
attention of the govt. authorities as to how Pakistan’s 
volume of export to Oman could be enhanced. 
Nonetheless, trade volume has been increasing but 
there is also a need to enhance the overall trade vol-
ume by making joint cooperation in different fields 
of economy.

It is pertinent to mention that key industries of 
Oman are crude oil production and refining, natural 
and liquefied natural gas (LNG) production, construc-
tion, cement, copper, steel, chemicals and optic fiber. 
Oman’s major export commodities are petroleum, 
organic chemicals, metals and fertilizers to partners 
China, UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and India. Its main 
imports are machinery and transport equipment, 
manufactured goods, aircraft, food, iron and steel from 
partners UAE, India, China, Saudi Arabia, Brazil and 
US. Pakistan’s exports to Oman mainly include cereals 
and meat. Major imports from Oman are POL prod-
ucts, iron and steel, plastics and organic chemicals.

An introspection of the two countries would high-
light strong reasons for further bilateral cooperation 
in the areas of defense, trade, tourism, human re-
sources, oil gas, ports, industry, CPEC, Infrastructure 
and foreign policy. Most recently, both countries 
have agreed to enhance cooperation in the fields of 
trade and economy given the geographical closeness 
of Pakistan and Oman. Oman considers Pakistan a 
gateway for Oman access to the Central Asian States. 

Being prominent regional expert to Oman/GCC it is 

strongly recommended that bilateral cooperation can 
be further strengthened and taken to the new heights 
by improving economic relations. The current level of 
bilateral trade is not match with excellent political ties 
and highlights the need to diversify bilateral trade by 
taking advantage of geographical proximity, the in-
vestment friendly policies of Pakistan, and Pakistan’s 
potential of exporting food items, construction materi-
als, leather and surgical goods to Oman. 

Pakistani community has been making valuable con-
tribution to the development of Oman which needs 
to be increased in employment of Pakistani workers 
in banking, health, education, petroleum and food 
sectors. Further socio-economic integration and 
regional connectivity of both the countries are also 
linked with each other. It forms a strong impetus for 
fostering comprehensive bilateral cooperation be-
tween Pakistan and Oman in light of their mutually 
shared interests. 

Oman’s special spot in the GCC/MENA in terms of its 
foreign policy maneuvering, ethnic composition, and 
proximity with Pakistan are factors that will facilitate 
the strengthening of relations between Pakistan and 
Oman. It will also provide Pakistan with a strategic 
partner in the Gulf.

Pak Oman Microfinance Bank Limited has also been 
established in order to enhance trade between Oman 
and Pakistan. Both the countries have also agreed that 
bilateral accords on defence cooperation, business 
sectors, labour and manpower which are in their final 
stages needed to be brought to fruition.

Author is the President, Center of Pakistan and 
International Relations (COPAIR) and Editor-in-Chief 
of ‘Mélange int’l Magazine’ and ‘ The Asian Telegraph’

Today in Hist    ry

China opens gigantic telescope 
to hunt life beyond earth

SHANGHAI

 China on Saturday of-
ficially opened operations 
of the world’s largest 
radio telescope, which 
it will use for space re-
search and in the hunt for 
extraterrestrial life. The 
500m Aperture Spherical 
Telescope, or Fast, is the 
size of 30 football fields 
and has been hew out of 
a mountain in the south-
western province of 
Guizhou. It is also known 
by the name “Sky Eye” in 
China.

Xinhua reported that 
the telescope had received national ap-
proval to start operations. It finished con-
struction in 2016 and has been undergoing 
debugging and tests in the years since. 
Chief Engineer Jiang Peng told Xinhua that 
the telescope’s trial operations had been 
reliable and stable, and that its sensitivity 
was more than 2.5 times that of the world’s 
second-largest telescope.

The project has also obtained some 

valuable scientific data over that time and 
is expected to help lead to some break-
throughs in areas such as low-frequency 
gravitational wave detection and interstel-
lar molecules in the next three to five years. 
Advancing China’s space programme is a 
priority for Beijing, and the country has set 
a target to catch up with Russia and the 
United States and become a major space 
power by 2030.
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Army Act in national 
interest 

A rmy Act has not been passed by the parliament for the army 
rather it demonstrates the wishes of the government and the 
opposition to give importance to the national interests. It is gen-
erally being considered that the Parliament has passed this Act 
for the army, in reality it is contrary to this, this indicates those 

wishes of the entire government and the opposition that they should keep the 
national interests in view in every proposal coming up for consideration and 
should not give importance to their personal interests or opposition for take of 
opposition over it.

After all it has to be decided that whether the country be let destroyed or 
saved. Over the Army Act, national harmony has been created between both 
the government and the opposition and this national harmony will be demon-
strated in future as well also on every act in the national interest, irrespective 
whether it is presented by the opposition or by the government. 

The government and the opposition are on the same page over this issue. 
The approval of the Army Act Amendment Bill 2020 is in great interest of the 
country. The institutions will be strengthened by expressing maturity. There 
will be prosperity in the country and the economy will be stable. The govern-
ment is paying attention towards inflation to reduce it. There is no doubt that 
the present assembly will complete its tenure as the previous assemblies also 
completed their tenure.

President Arif Alvi has approved all the amendments made to the Army Act 
which covers all three military forces - Army, Navy and Air Force - of Pakistan. 
All three amendments have officially become law after the president’s signa-
ture. All phases of the Armed Forces legislation have been completed now.

Pak-China joint naval drills 

I n the wake of global and regional challenges, joint naval drills between 
navies of Pakistan and China is a positive action towards the right 
direction because it has sent a strong message to the regional and inter-
national stakeholder active in the region about the unshakable trust and 
confidence between both the nations. This confidence and friendship 

between Pakistan and China is going to further be cemented in the days to 
come and joint naval drills is manifestation of this deep desire which is very 
much present on both the sides. 

Beijing has long-running strong defense ties with Islamabad; the two allies 
in recent years have deepened economic cooperation under Beijing’s trillion-
dollar global infrastructure project known as the Belt and Road Initiative.  The 
deepening collaboration known as the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, or 
CPEC, has brought in around $30 billion in Chinese investment over the past 
six years, building roads, ports and energy production projects in the South 
Asian nation

Pakistan and China launched a major joint naval drill in the Arabian Sea to, 
as officials put it, deepen their security cooperation and consolidate an “all-
weather strategic partnership” between the two allied nations. The nine-day 
Sea Guardians 2020 exercise went into action Monday. It is the sixth in the 
bilateral cooperation plan between Chinese and Pakistani military forces.

Warships, including frigates, destroyers, and fast attack craft along with 
air and sub-surface assets as well as marines and special operations forces 
from China and Pakistan, are participating in the drill.  The exercise aimed at 
enhancing capabilities of both navies to jointly deal with terrorism and crime 
at sea and to promote efforts for a safe maritime environment. During the 
first phase of port training , the two navies conducted joint marine training. 
Marines from both sides trained on subjects of beach landing, and live-fire 
shooting of light weapons.
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Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

2020 Oscar nominations

The most competitive category
LOS ANGELES

 Best Picture is always the most intriguing race. Not only is 
it the top prize, but due to quirky Academy rules, we don’t 
know exactly how many titles will ultimately make the cut. 
Nominations are finalized through a complicated preferential 
ballot system, which means there could be between five and 
10 films in the running, although in recent years it has netted 
out to eight or nine. For a potential preview, we should look 
at a normally reliable predictor: the Producer’s Guild Awards.

This year’s Best Picture race will likely include most of the 
10 titles up for PGAs: 1917, Ford v Ferrari, The Irishman, Jojo 
Rabbit, Joker, Knives Out, Little Women, Marriage Story, Once 
Upon a Time in Hollywood and Parasite. Others hoping to 
sneak in include The Farewell, The Two Popes and Bombshell. 
But Best Picture is not the most competitive category. Best 
Actor has two sure things in the form of frontrunners Joaquin 
Phoenix (Joker) and Adam Driver (Marriage Story) and then 
chaos.

There’s a logjam of worthy contenders, including Taron 
Egerton (Rocketman), Robert De Niro (The Irishman), 
Leonardo DiCaprio (Once Upon a Time in Hollywood), 
Eddie Murphy (Dolemite Is My Name), Christian Bale (Ford 
v Ferrari), Jonathan Pryce (The Two Popes), Adam Sandler 
(Uncut Gems), Antonio Banderas (Pain and Glory), Paul Walter 
Hauser (Richard Jewell) and George MacKay (1917). Seven of 
these thespians, almost-certain nominees in lesser years, will 
not make the ballot.

January 12, 1991. The Democratic-controlled 
Congress, closing ranks behind President Bush 
at a crucial moment in American history, voted 
Saturday to authorize US troops to attack Iraq. 
Bush’s victory was decisive and bipartisan, even 
though the authorization was strongly opposed 
by the Democratic leadership and most aspir-
ants for the Democratic presidential nomination. 
Many Democrats abandoned their party leaders, 
and Republicans were nearly unanimous in sup-
port of the President. The Senate adopted the 
resolution 52 to 47; the House vote was 250 to 
183. The action was the most explicit authoriza-
tion of war by Congress since the Tonkin Gulf 
Resolution approved U.S. military involvement 
in Vietnam in 1964. And it was a pivotal event 
in the presidency of George Bush, who already 
has committed nearly 400,000 American troops 
to the Persian Gulf.

Before approving the joint resolution author-
izing use of force, the House and Senate each 
soundly rejected an alternative measure pro-
posed by the Democratic leadership that called 
on Bush to continue relying on economic sanc-
tions instead. The sanctions resolution lost 
53 to 46 in the Senate and 250 to 183 in the 
House. At the White House, Bush said the con-
gressional authorization will demonstrate to 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein the resolve 
of the United States to use force if Iraq fails to 
withdraw from Kuwait by midnight Tuesday, the 
deadline imposed by the United Nations.

Govt making better efforts to attract tourists, investors from 
around the globe, Firdous

  SOHAIL MAJEED BUTT
ISLAMABAD

Special Assistant to the Prime Minister 
for Information and Broadcasting Firdous 
Ashiq Awan addressing a ceremony in the 
federal capital, she said that priorities 
would be made in respect of Nawaz Sharif 
s report as his platelets have stabilized in 
the London’s atmosphere.

The Special Assistant said a lot of job op-
portunities will be created through Naya 
Pakistan Housing Program as forty indus-
tries are allied with construction. She ex-
pressed the hope that overseas Pakistanis 
will play a vital role for the economic sta-
bility of the country through investment 

in various sectors.
Talking about Hunarmand Pakistan 

Program, she said without the support of 
Women no country can achieve economic 
stability and Hunarmand Pakistan initia-
tive will help them availing job opportu-
nities. She said Pakistan will turn into a 
great nation due to skills and hard work 
of its citizens.

She said that across the board accounta-
bility should be done and seen to be done. 
She urged Rana Sanaullah not to criticize 
courts as he was granted bail, not acquit-
tal. She said that accountability should 
be done and seen to be done across the 
board, while society without a system of 

punishment and reward gets destroyed. 
Accountability is required in the country, 
without this there will be law of jungle.

She further said that government 
is headed in right direction and Rana 
Rasulullah should not deface the judicial 
system and instead of government he 
should take out his anger on his leader-
ship who betrayed their voters. Criticizing 
PML-N leader Rana Sanaullah, she fur-
ther said, “Rana sir! This is the system 
which protects the powerful, our strug-
gle against this system will continue, you 
were granted bail and your case is to be 
decided by the court. Bail does not mean 
acquittal”.

US Congress authorizes Gulf War

w Amna Malik
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Erna Solberg known as “Iron Erna”
E rna Solberg is a 

Norwegian politi-
cian serving as Prime 
Minister of Norway since 
2013 and Leader of the 
Conservative Party since 
May 2004. Inspired by 

Margaret Thatcher’s “Iron Lady” nick-
name, Solberg has been given the nick-
name “Iron Erna”.

Solberg was first elected to be a mem-
ber of the Storting in 1989 and served 
as Minister of Local Government and 
Regional Development in Bondevik’s 
Second Cabinet from 2001 to 2005. 
During her tenure, she oversaw the 
tightening of immigration policy and 
the preparation of a proposed reform of 
the administrative divisions of Norway. 
After the 2005 election, she chaired 
the Conservative Party parliamentary 
group until 2013. Solberg has empha-
sized the social and ideological basis 
of the Conservative policies, although 
the party also has become visibly more 
pragmatic.

After winning the September 2013 elec-
tion, she became the 28th Prime Minister 
of Norway and the second female to hold 
the position after Gro Harlem Brundtland. 
Solberg’s Cabinet, often referred to infor-
mally as the “Blue-Blue Cabinet”, was a 
two-party minority government consist-
ing of the Conservative Party and Progress 
Party. The cabinet established a formal-
ized co-operation with the Liberal Party 
and Christian Democratic Party in the 
Storting. The Government was re-elected 
in the 2017 election, and was extended to 
include the Liberal Party in January 2018. 
This extended minority coalition is infor-
mally referred to as the “Blue-Green cabi-
net.” In May 2018, Solberg surpassed Kåre 
Willoch and became the longest serving 
Prime Minister of Norway to represent the 
Conservative party. In January 2019, the 
government was extended to also include 
the Christian Democrats and thereby se-
cured a majority in Parliament.

Early life and education
Solberg was born in Bergen in west-

ern Norway and grew up in the afflu-
ent Kalfaret neighbourhood. Her father, 
Asbjørn Solberg (1925–1989), worked as 
a consultant in the Bergen Sporvei, and 
her mother, Inger Wenche Torgersen 

(1926–2016), was an office worker. 
Solberg has two sisters, one older than 
her and one younger.

Solberg had some struggles at school 
and at the age of 16 was diagnosed as 
suffering from dyslexia. She was, never-
theless, an active and talkative contribu-
tor in the classroom. In her final year as 
a high-school student in 1979, she was 
elected to the board of the School Student 
Union of Norway, and in the same year 
led the national charity event Operasjon 
Dagsverk, in which students collected 
money for Jamaica.

In 1986, she graduated with her cand.
mag. degree in sociology, political sci-
ence, statistics and economics from the 
University of Bergen. In her final year, 
she also led the Students’ League of the 
Conservative Party in Bergen.

Since 1996 she has been married to 
Sindre Finnes, a businessman and former 

Conservative Party politician, with whom 
she has two children. The family has lived 
in both Bergen and Oslo.

Parliamentarian
She was first elected to the Storting 

(Norwegian Parliament) from Hordaland 
in 1989 and has been re-elected five 
times. She was also the leader of the na-
tional Conservative Women’s Association, 
from 1994 to 1998.

From 2001 to 2005 Solberg served as 
the Minister of Local Government and 
Regional Development under Prime 
Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik. Her al-
leged tough policies in this department, 
including a firm stance on asylum policy, 
earned her the nickname “Jern-Erna” 
(Norwegian for “Iron Erna”) in the media.

In fact, numbers show that the Bondevik 
government, of 2001–2005, actually let in 
thousands more asylum seekers than the 

subsequent centre-left Red-Green govern-
ment, of 2005–2009.

As Minister, Solberg instructed the 
Norwegian Directorate of Immigration 
to expel Mulla Krekar, being a danger to 
national security. Later, terrorism charges 
were filed against Krekar for a death threat 
he uttered in 2010 against Erna Solberg.

Solberg became the head of govern-
ment after winning the general election 
on 9 September 2013 and was appointed 
Prime Minister on 16 October 2013. 
Solberg is Norway’s second female Prime 
Minister after Gro Harlem Brundtland.

The Government was re-elected in 2017, 
making Solberg the country’s first con-
servative leader to win re-election since 
the 1980s. The centre-right parties were 
also able to maintain the majority in the 
Storting.

Erna Solberg has combined numer-
ous national positions as Minister, 
Parliamentarian and regional politician 
with a strong commitment to global so-

lutions for development, growth and 
conflict resolution. She also negotiated 
with the Liberals to join the government 
in 2018. The Liberals officially joined the 
Solberg Cabinet on 17 January 2018. After 
the Christian Democrats alliance conflict 
that lasted from September to November 
2018, they eventually negotiated to join 
the Solberg Cabinet on the grounds of a 
minor change in the abortion law, some-
thing that caused harsh backlash from 
the public and critics alike. The Christian 
Democrats officially joined the Cabinet on 
22 January 2019.

International 
engagements

As Prime Minister, and former Chair of 
the Norwegian delegation to the NATO 
Parliamentary Assembly, she has cham-
pioned transatlantic values and security.

In 2018 she assembled a global High 
Level Panel on sustainable ocean econ-
omy and introduced the topic at the G7 
Summit. Her Government supports the 
World Bank’s PROBLUE initiative to pre-
vent marine damage. From 2016 the 
Prime Minister has co-chaired the UN 
Secretary General’s Advocacy group for 
the Sustainable Development goals. Among 
the goals, she takes a particular interest in 
access to quality education for all, in par-
ticular girls and children in conflict areas. 
This was also central in her work as MDG 
Advocate from 2013 to 2016.

In one her many keynote speeches she 
stated that there is still a need for tradi-
tional aid and humanitarian assistance in 
marginalised and conflict-ridden areas of 

the world. The SDGs, however, take a ho-
listic view of global development, and inte-
grate economic, social and environmental 
factors. Solberg has shown particular inter-
est in gender issues, such as girl’s rights and 
education. Together with Graca Machel she 
has expressed the hope that in 2030 no fac-
tors such as poverty, gender and cultural 
beliefs will prevent any of today’s ambitious 
young girls from standing confidently on 
the world stage. In 2016 she held a lecture 
at the International Institute for Strategic 
Studies The Global Goals in Singapore, ad-
dressing a road map to a Sustainable, Fair 

and More Peaceful Futurethe International 
Institute for Strategic Studies. Solberg has 
secured significant financial support for 
the Global Partnership for Education and 
hosted the Global Finance Facility for 
women’s and children’s health pledging 
Conference in Oslo in November 2018. Her 
firm belief is that investment in education 
will accelerate progress on all other SDG 
goals.

In April 2017 she held a speech on glo-
balization and development at Peking 
University in Beijing. She was awarded 
the inaugural Global Citizen World Leader 
Award in 2018 for her international en-
gagement. In Solberg’s speech to the UN 
General Assembly in 2019 she advocated for 
Norway’s candidacy for a non-permanent 
seat on the Security Council for 2021-2022. 
She upheld that UN needs to be strength-
ened and that the world needs strong multi-
lateral cooperation and institutions to tackle 
global challenges such as climate change, 
cyber security and terrorism.

In 2014, she participated at the 
Agriculture and Food meeting which was 
held by Sylvi Listhaug where Minister 
of Transportation Ketil Solvik-Olsen and 
Minister of Climate and Environment Tine 
Sundtoft also were present. Later on, the 
four took a picture which appeared on the 
Government. In April of the same year she 
criticized European Court over data reten-
tion which Telenor Group argued can be 
used without court proceedings.

In 2017, the Russian Embassy in Oslo had 
accused Norwegian officials and intelligence 
of using “false and disconnected anti-Rus-
sian rhetoric” and “scaring Norway’s pop-
ulation” about a “mythical Russian threat”. 
In response, Prime Minister Solberg said: 
“This is an example of Russian propaganda 
that often comes when there’s a focus on 
security policy. There is nothing in this that’s 
new to us.” Solberg has tried to maintain 
and improve the China–Norway relations, 
which have been damaged since Norway 
decided to give the Nobel Peace Prize to 
Chinese dissident Liu Xiaobo in 2010. In 
response to the death of Chinese Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate Liu Xiaobo, who died 
of organ failure while in government cus-
tody on 13 July 2017, Solberg said that “It 
is with deep grief that I received the news 
of Liu Xiaobo’s passing. Liu Xiaobo was for 
decades a central voice for human rights 
and China’s further development.”

‘Benefits of Norway’s relationship with EU 
far outweigh downsides

N orway’s Prime 
Minister Erna Solberg 
answers questions 
on the country’s re-
lationship with the 
EU, right-wing popu-
list movements and 

Norway’s future role in the world.
 Q. Norway is not an EU member state. 

However, it is part of the European 
Economic Area - which has existed since 
1994 - and is also a Schengen member 
state. How important to your country is 
a close partnership with the EU?

It’s very important from an economic 
perspective. We conducted a major re-
view of the EEA Agreement - our eco-
nomic link - through a major commission 
that was, I believe, established ten years 
ago. The commission’s findings showed 
that the benefits are much greater than 
the problems. While there are downsides 
to the type of relationship we have with 
the EU, the benefits far outweigh them.

These benefits are primarily close co-
operation for businesses and enhanced 
market opportunities. Norway, and in fact 
all of the Scandinavian countries, have 
accepted the most labour migrants from 
other European countries. But workers 
from the EU countries have contributed 
to the economic growth of our country. 

I think this is the reason why EU labour-
migration hasn’t created the same kind of 
friction as in other countries.

There are challenges in the labour 
market; there are challenges with shady 
businesses that do not comply with our 
labour market rules and regulations and 
therefore compete unfairly’, we need to 
address the problem of social dumping, 
which is an area where we would like to 
see closer European cooperation to stop 
border-crossing crime.

Still, the overall picture is that the EEA 
agreement ensures opportunities for our 
businesses, it maintains welfare stand-
ards for our society and it boosts job 

creation. It also ensures a high degree 
of cooperation between the Norwegian 
non-governmental sector and the non-
governmental sectors of other countries. 
This is especially true of the Central 
European countries. This is because our 
financial contribution through the EEA 
and Norway grants foster closer coopera-
tion between organizations in the former 
Eastern European countries.

Right-wing populist movements are 
gaining ground in parts of Europe and 
are also present in Norway. Do you con-
sider the populists to be more of a risk 
or rather a potentially corrective force for 
democracy in your country?-

 believe that you should always have 
respect for people’s votes and opinions. 
In my government, we have a faction 
that is to the right of the conservative 
party, or more liberalist-leaning. In my 
opinion however, this is not the sort of 
right-wing political faction that exists in 
other countries, although it has tradition-
ally been stricter on migration than other 
parties in Norway. But, being a liberalist 
faction, it naturally tends towards lower 
taxation and the party is absolutely within 
the spectrum of European mainstream 
politics.

One disturbing thing is hate speech in 
social media. This is causing changes, not 
so much in politics, but by creating a toxic 
debate climate in Norwegian social media. 
This is challenging because we are see-
ing increased Islamophobia and increased 
scepticism towards migration, linked with 
anti-climate policies and EU scepticism. 
All of this sometimes gives rise to a very 
toxic debate in social media.

Yesterday we had a large civil rally 
aimed at stopping hate speech and to 
encourage more moderate discussions 
in social media. I’m not sure that it will 
help, but it does give stimulus to those 
who want a more respectful form of 
debate on Facebook and other social 
media sites.

According to the current “Global Gender 
Gap Report”, Norway ranks second in 
terms of the gender pay gap. What can 
other countries learn from Norway to 
help them close their gender pay gaps?

There are different reasons why we 
have a narrower gender pay gap. We 
have a system of laws and regulations 
and if you consider women and men in 
the same type of jobs, they are mostly 
equally paid. But we still have a difference 
between different sectors that require the 
same level of responsibilities and educa-
tion or training; there is still a gap here. 
Still, the true gap facing us is between 
different sectors.

But I do think that having unions that 
focus on equal pay is important. We have 
an ombudsman system and an anti-dis-
crimination act that allows workers to 
complain to their ombudsman or anti-
discrimination committee that they are 
not receiving equal pay.

Companies in Norway are also obliged 
to report on their anti-discrimination 
activities to ensure that equal rights are 
observed. All of this places the focus of 
business thinking on asking why their 
payrolls exhibit different pay for men 
and women.

Ms. Prime Minister, your second term in 
office ends in 2021. Which issues are still 

on your political and personal agenda and 
what is your vision for Norway’s future 
role in the world?

That’s quite a question! In Norway 
we’ve been through a situation where we 
have experienced an economic downturn 
because of the drop in the oil price. Our 
economy showed that it had the strength 
and resilience to bounce back after an in-
creased unemployment and we have now 
become more competitive in the oil and 
gas sector.

The great challenge facing Norway is 
that the oil and gas sector will contribute 
less to our growth because our oil and gas 
investments and production are currently 
peaking, so output will be reduced in the 
future. Oil and gas will, however, remain 
a major industry in Norway for a long 
time - but that’s not where we are going 
to keep focusing.

So we will be facing the same issues as 
most other European countries. How can 
we create more jobs in a more competi-
tive and globalized world? How can we 
make sure that we are creating new jobs 
if we will be losing a small number of jobs 
every year in the oil and gas sector? The 
solution is about education. It’s about in-
vestment in research & development. It’s 
about the framework for businesses and 
start-ups in our country.

Norway welcomes 600 African refugees ‘to send a strong message’

Norway has agreed to 
take 600 asylum seek-
ers to help stop the 
often deadly traffick-
ing of migrants across 
the Mediterranean Sea. 
Norway agreed to open 

its doors to 600 asylum seekers who had 
been evacuated to Rwanda from  detention 
centers in Libya.

The 600 people are part of a group of 800 
migrants who had been moved to Rwanda 
from Libya under a September agreement 
between Rwanda, the African Union (AU) 
and the United Nations refugee agency 
(UNHCR).

Many are from Horn of Africa nations and 
have been given temporary asylum-seeker 
status until the UNHCR determines their 
refugee status. Norway wants to stop the 
deadly smuggling of migrants across the 
Mediterranean Sea, said Joaran Kallmyr, the 
country’s immigration minister.

“For me it is important to send a signal that 

we will not back smuggling routes and cyni-
cal backers, but instead bring in people with 
protection needs in organized form.’’  “It’s a 
relief to them,” said Alex Ngarambe, DW’s 
correspondent in the Rwandan capital, Kigali.

“The first time I spoke to some of them, 
there were not happy. They said Rwanda is 
not their final destination. They did not want 
to stay here any longer.”

Twenty-three years after the atrocities of 
the Rwandan genocide, the country is still 
suffering from the scars of its past. Many 
Rwandans have fled to Europe to settle down 
in a peaceful environment. Portrayed name-
lessly here by Finnish photographer Miia 
Autio, some of them hesitated to disclose 
their new home, and others even preferred 
not to show their face.

“The process is ongoing, there is going to 
be a lot for screening,” Ngarambe reported. 
“The children will be the first priority to 
leave and then the women. The screening 
process is to verify those who are supposed 
to go immediately and those who will go 

later.” The European Union has been trying 
to close the route across the Mediterranean 
since the 2015 massive influx of migrants. 
Thousands of people have died at sea while 
trying to reach Europe. Many set off from 
Libya’s coast.

The UN estimate that about 4,700 people 
seeking refuge are thought to be in Libyan 
detention centers — some of them run by 
militias and under siege amid civil war. The 
EU’s common asylum system, the Dublin II 
regulations, established a quota system for 
the distribution of refugees and asylum-
seekers among its members. But some EU 
member states are reluctant to take in more 
refugees. So far only Norway and Sweden 
have offered to take some of the refugees 
under the resettlement program signed 
between Rwanda, the AU and UNHCR. 
Kallmyr’s anti-immigration Progress Party 
agreed to accept a total of 3,000 refugees 
from UN camps in 2020 as part of a com-
promise last year among Norway’s four-
party government coalition.
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Just Mercy (2019)

World-renowned civil rights defense at-
torney Bryan Stevenson works to free a 
wrongly condemned death row prisoner.

Director: Destin Daniel Cretton
Writers: Destin Daniel Cretton, Andrew 

Lanham
Stars: Brie Larson, Michael B. Jordan, 

Jamie Foxx

Storyline
A powerful and thought-provoking true-

story, “Just Mercy” follows young lawyer 
Bryan Stevenson (Jordan) and his history-
making battle for justice. After graduating 
from Harvard, Bryan might have had his 
pick of lucrative jobs. Instead, he heads 

to Alabama to de-
fend those wrongly 
condemned, with 
the support of local 
advocate Eva Ansley 
(Larson.) One of 
his first, and most 
incendiary, cases 
is that of Walter 
McMillian (Foxx,) 
who, in 1987, was 
sentenced to die for 
the notorious mur-
der of an 18-year-
old girl, despite a 
preponderance of 
evidence proving his 
innocence and the 
fact that the only tes-
timony against him 
came from a crimi-
nal with a motive 
to lie. In the years 
that follow, Bryan 
becomes embroiled 
in a labyrinth of legal 
and political maneu-
verings and overt 

and unabashed racism as he fights for 
Walter, and others like him, with the odds-
and the system-stacked against them.

Details
Country: USA
Language: English
Release Date: 10 January 2020 (USA)
Also Known As: Just Mercy
Filming Locations: Conyers, Georgia, USA

User Reviews
If I was to list this film’s greatest strength, 

that would be its ability to pull you into the 
characters’ situation and feel their sense of 
frustration at the injustice they face. The 

film opens with one man being aggres-
sively arrested for a crime he didn’t com-
mit, then transitions to a young student 
visiting prison for the first time, where he 
meets a peer who turns out to be more 
relatable than expected. From there, the 
audience sees how these men are driven, 
what they’re fighting for, and how it ef-
fects their lives as well as the community 
around them.

Michael B Jordan, as usual, was fantastic. 
He did a great job portraying this young 
idealist who, despite being Harvard edu-
cated and possessing solid evidence, finds 
himself unable to make the difference he 
originally thought he could. Jamie Foxx’s 
performance was also great; he displayed 
genuine vulnerability and emotion as this 
embittered, beaten-down (but still some-
what hopeful) man in a cruel world.

I had no issues with the technical as-
pects of this movie; they didn’t do any-
thing special nor did they do anything 
wrong. This being a legal drama, the 
script might feel a bit predictable to 
some, and some of the dialog/speeches 
seemed a bit too grandiose for real life. 
There are a few scenes, especially the 
two montages set to music, that felt a 
bit cliched, but this movie also has two 
particular sequences (which I won’t spoil 
here) in the second half that are very ef-
fective and powerful. Overall, this is a 
well-made and well-acted movie adapted 
from a pretty important true story, so I 
would recommend it to anyone inter-
ested in criminal justice or simply anyone 
who enjoys cinema made with a purpose. 
*P.S, don’t watch the full trailer; it showed 
way too much from the third act of the 
movie. I don’t count that against the film 
itself, as the marketing team is separate 
from the cast and crew, but I just wanted 
to warn people.

Like a Boss (2020)
Two friends with very differ-

ent ideals start a beauty com-
pany together. One is more 
practical while the other wants 
to earn her fortune and live a 
lavish lifestyle.

Director: Miguel Arteta
Writers: Sam Pitman (screen-

play by), Adam Cole-Kelly
Stars: Rose Byrne, Tiffany 

Haddish, Salma Hayek

Storyline
Two friends with very differ-

ent ideals start a beauty com-
pany together. One is more 
practical while the other wants 
to earn her fortune and live a 
lavish lifestyle.

Details
Country: USA
Language: English
Release Date: 10 January 2020 

(USA)
Also Known As: Like a Boss
Filming Locations: Atlanta, 

Georgia, USA

User Reviews
Greetings again from the darkness. It’s 

no secret that all movies aren’t made to 
appeal to all movie goers. Even for some-
one like me who watches an average of 5 
movies per week, there are going to be 
some that are simply not in my wheel-
house. In the case of this latest from direc-
tor Miguel Arteta (BEATRIZ AT DINNER, 
2017), it seems to have been formulated 
as a “Girls Night Out” treat ... a sub-genre 
with a track record of success. Although 
I’m not the target market, I’m not pre-
cluded from commenting on the film and 
making observations. It merely means 

I’ve watched the movie from a different 
perspective than many paying customers 
will. So let’s start with the positives. The 
cast is excellent. After being wasted and 
miscast is last year’s disappointing THE 
KITCHEN, Tiffany Haddish is cut loose and 
allowed to do what she does best - sear-
ing one-liners peppered with raunchiness. 
Rose Byrne has long been what was once 
called a comedy “straight man.” Of course 
that term is no longer used, but I’m not 
sure what today’s acceptable terminol-
ogy is. The simple fact is, very few people 
are as brilliant as Ms, Byrne at playing 
off an acid-tongued comic. She is a rare 
talent. As for Salma Hayek, her body of 
work (and Oscar nomination for FRIDA) 

speaks for itself.
Mia (Ms. Haddish) and Mel (Ms. 

Byrne) have been friends since 
childhood, and are now room-
mates, best friends, and business 
partners at the beauty/cosmetic 
company they founded. The crea-
tive and shoot-from-the-hip Mia 
and the pragmatic and meticulous 
Mel are personality opposites to the 
point that Mel has been reticent to 
explain their serious financial woes 
to the always upbeat Mia. When 
cosmetics tycoon Claire Luna (Ms. 
Hayek) makes an offer to save the 
struggling company, Mel welcomes 
the financial relief, while Mia senses 
trouble. As you would guess, Mia 
is right ... Claire Luna has darker 
motives, and soon she is driving a 
wedge between the two partners 
and friends. The talented support-
ing cast includes: Jennifer Coolidge, 
Billy Porter (who manages to re-
main flamboyant while being sub-
dued for him), Ari Graynor (“I’m 
Dying Up Here”), Jessica St. Clair, 

and Karan Soni (DEADPOOL) as Claire’s 
assistant. There is also a cameo near the 
end for those who enjoy a bit of friendly 
comedy.

Danielle Sanchez Witzel, Adam Cole-Kelly, 
and Sam Pitman combined on the story and 
script, and have inserted a few gags that 
play to the strength of the cast - pot smok-
ing ghost peppers, and boyfriend humor 
are all at play, and balanced by the strength 
of female friendships. The business side is 
so cartoonish (especially Ms. Hayek’s char-
acter) that it will likely somewhat offend 
anyone who actually runs a company, but 
the raunchy humor and overly emotional 
character reactions will likely satisfy the 
intended audience..

Top 10 Healthiest Foods

E ating healthy has oodles 
of positive benefits - for 
the body and the mind 
alike. When we eat well 
we feel good, when we 
feel good we’re happier, 
when we’re happier 

we’re more productive… and the won-
derful cycle continues. Increasingly, shops 
and restaurants around the world are get-

ting on the healthy eating bandwagon - 
making it easier for people to treat their 
bodies right. This list of 10 of the healthi-
est foods in the world is just a beginning 
guide - a way to understand the essential 
vitamins and minerals the human body 
needs to stay functioning at its best. And 
as an added boost - these healthy foods 
are all downright delicious!

1. SPINACH
This nutrient-dense green super-

food is readily available - fresh, frozen 
or even canned. One of the healthiest 
foods on the planet, spinach is packed 
with energy while low in calories, and 
provides Vitamin A, Vitamin K, and es-
sential folate. EASY EATING TIP: Sauté 
with onion and add to an omelet for an 
easy, healthy meal.

 2. BLACK BEANS
Filled with super healthy antioxidants, 

black beans digest slowly - keeping you 

feeling full for longer. These little beauties 
are full of calcium, protein and fiber, and 
they also taste great!

EASY EATING TIP: Think 
Mexican food! Burritos, na-
chos, tacos… whatever tickles 
your fancy.

3. WALNUTS
With more antioxidants than 

any other nut, walnuts are also 
brimming with Vitamin E, and 
rich in plant serums, omega 3 
oils, and healthy fats.

EASY EATING TIP: Keep a 
supply in your bag for an easy, 
healthy snack on-the-go

4. BEETS
Good for the brain and skilled 

at lowering blood pressure, 
the humble beet is often over-
looked as one of the healthiest 

foods on earth. The brightly-colored root 
vegetable is filled with folate, magnesium 
and Vitamin C.

EASY EATING TIP: Grate them into sal-
ads for a sweet, crunchy boost.

5. AVOCADO
Eating just one or two avocados a week 

gives you all the benefit of healthy mono-
unsaturated fats, Vitamin B6 and loads of 

folate. Check with your local gro-
cer to find out when this spread-
able fruit is in season in your area.

EASY EATING TIP: On toast 
with salt and pepper, or a slice of 
cheese if you’re that way inclined.

6. DARK 
CHOCOLATE

According to recent research, 

chocolate contains more antioxidants, 
gram-for-gram, than most fruit 
juices - great news for chocohol-
ics! On top of protecting the body 
from diseases and helping to pre-
vent heart conditions, dark choco-
late is a natural mood-booster.

EASY EATING TIP: Eat this 
healthy food in moderation - 
just one or two squares per 
day is enough to reap the 
benefits.

7. RASPBERRIES
Like most berries, raspberries 

are filled with antioxidants, to help keep 
the body healthy and free of disease. 
Fresh or frozen, they also provide Vitamin 

C, calcium and iron.
EASY EATING TIP: Sprinkle them on yo-

gurt or porridge in the morning to start 
your day in a sweet and delicious way.

8. GARLIC
This pungent bulb has been used to 

ward off disease for centuries, as it inhib-
its the growth of bacteria, lowers choles-
terol and blood pressure and has some 
serious anti-inflammatory power.

EASY EATING TIP: Crush it and cook 
it. Garlic tastes great in everything from 
dressings and sauces to curries and soups.

9. LEMONS
Often touted as the world’s healthiest 

food, lemons have strong anti-inflamma-
tory qualities and can help to inhibit the 
growth of cancer cells. They also have just 
as much Vitamin C as oranges.

EASY EATING TIP: Add a slice of lemon 
to your tea or water bottle to get healthy 
and hydrated at the same time.

10. LENTILS
Last but not least, this mighty legume is 

high in fiber and protein and adds great 
taste and texture to any meal. Vegans and 
vegetarians are often a fan of using lentils 
as a meat substitute in traditional recipes.

EASY EATING TIP: Add to salads, soups 
and stews for some extra oomph.

Stylish winter travel 
outfits

W hen , it can be 
tempting to 
leave behind 
slush-soaked 
s i d e w a l k s 
and cheek-
s c o r c h i n g 

winds for sunny skies and an easy ocean 
breeze. But there are  that are strikingly 

beautiful—and far less crowded—during 
the colder months. Aside from ski resort 
towns, there are generous off-season 
deals to be found , and the long weekends 
in January and February are perfect for 

a short, snowy getaway close to home.
But more so in winter than any other 

time of year, . Do your research to see 

just how low temperatures could drop, 
and if you’re sensitive to cold, bring a big, 
warm coat instead of trying to layer your-
self into immobility. You can always tuck 
it into the overhead bin if you don’t want 

to wear it on the plane, though (believe 
it or not) it’s possible to pack a heavy 
winter jacket.

Sneakers always make for , but they’re 
not as useful in the face of a wintry mix. 
If there’s even a chance of chilled pre-
cipitation where you’re headed, invest in 
sturdy, waterproof  and room for a thick 
sock. Warm, dry feet can be the difference 
between a fun, active day and one that’s 
reduced to the time you spent as a sad, 
human-shaped ice cube.

Yes, winter boots tend to be bulky—
even —and are admittedly a pain to 
take off at airport security. But don’t let 
that deter you. Boot removal amounts to 

no more than a cumulative 15 minutes 
of your trip, accounting for very compli-
cated boots, whereas you’ll be spending 
hours on end braving the elements. If you 
do decide to pack a pair, stuff them full of 
smaller items to save room.

In addition to the essential winter ac-
cessories (gloves, scarves, a hat) con-
sider bringing a few pairs of leggings or 
tights that are opaque, preferably fleece-
lined, and can be worn comfortably un-
derneath a pair of pants if needed. It’s 
also more convenient to forgo a tote or 
handheld bag for something no-fuss, like 
a  or a .

And the best way to wear all of these 
essentials without entering blob terri-
tory? Coordinate your outerwear, and 
keep the base layers basic with neutral 
sweaters, easy-to-layer tops in heat-re-
taining fabrics, and denim. Below, you’ll 
find winter travel outfit ideas that are 
warm, versatile, and very decidedly not 
marshmallow-like.
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Top 10 must-visit destinations in 2020
Lille, France
Thanks to its designation as the 2020 

World Design Capital, this city of some 
200,000 people near the Belgian border 
will get its moment in the spotlight. Over 
the course of 2020, Lille will host around 
50 cultural events, including six major 
exhibitions. A good time to go would be 
in the fall, when the region will host the 
first-ever Lille Metropole Design Week. 
Stay at the new Mama Shelter Lille, which 
opened this summer just steps from the 

city’s two main train stations and the 
Euralille business district with a color-
ful, quirky design by the late Jalil Amor, 
a protégé of Philippe Starck.

Japan
With Tokyo hosting the 2020 Olympic 

Games, all eyes are on Japan and its capi-
tal. If you’re planning a trip there, consider 
staying at the ANA InterContinental Tokyo, 
which has a loyal local following for its res-
taurants (especially the Michelin-starred 
establishment by French chef Pierre 
Gagnaire), sipping a martini at the New 
York Bar in the Park Hyatt Tokyo, and tak-
ing an architecture-themed tour of the city 
with Inside Japan Tours. If you’re traveling 
all the way to Japan, it’s worth exploring 
more of the country, including Kyoto and 
Osaka, and the resort town of Beppu—fa-
mous for its hot springs—which just got 
its first five-star international resort, the 
InterContinental Beppu Resort & Spa. Jack 
Ezon, founder and managing partner of 
Embark, agrees: “What’s different in 2020 
is that more than ever, people are ventur-
ing outside of the ‘usuals.’”

Dessau, Germany
This year was a big one for Berlin, which 

celebrated the centenary of the Bauhaus 
and the 30th anniversary of the fall of the 
Berlin Wall. Now, though, the Bauhaus 
Museum Dessau—about 90 minutes 
south of Berlin—has finally opened. 
Though the school originally opened in 
Weimar (which also debuted a Bauhaus 
museum this year), it moved to Dessau 
from 1925 until 1932, before relocating 
once again to Berlin before closing down 
in 1933. Barcelona-based studio Addenda 
Architects built the Bauhaus Museum 
Dessau on the site of the former school 
designed by Walter Gropius. If you decide 

to go on a Bauhaus-themed pilgrimage, be 
sure to visit the Meisterhäuser, a group 
of white cubist homes where Gropius, 
Kandinsky, and other Bauhaus luminar-
ies lived.

Egypt
When the Grand Egyptian Museum opens 

next year in Giza, it will be the second-larg-
est museum on the planet and the largest 
dedicated to a single civilization. To call the 
$1.1 billion, 5.2-million-square-foot mu-
seum highly anticipated would be a mas-
sive understatement. Plan to start there 
and use it as a jumping off point to explore 

the wonders of ancient Egypt with a tour 
operator like Extraordinary Journeys. The 
agency can arrange visits to the tombs in 
the Valley of Kings, the temples of Luxor, 
a cruise on the Nile, and much more. 
“We live in a very transient world where 
trends, even in architecture, come and go 
very quickly,” Marcia Gordon, founder of 
Extraordinary Journeys. “It is interesting to 
see that there are fundamentals of art and 
architecture developed in ancient Egypt, 
Greek, and Roman architecture that are still 
basics in the best of our architecture today.”

Rome
This year, the 500th anniversary of 

the death of Leonardo Da Vinci was cel-
ebrated in Paris, the Loire Valley, Florence, 
and Milan. Next year, the death of fellow 
Renaissance master Raphael will be com-
memorated in Italy. The largest exhibition 
will be held in Rome, where he spent the 
last decade of his life working on a se-
ries of frescoes at the Vatican and other 
palazzos, at the Scuderie del Quirinale. 
Luxury tour operator Imago Artis can 
arrange a Raphael-themed tour of Rome 
and beyond, with visits to Villa Farnesina, 
the Church of Sant’Agostino, and Villa 
Madama, which is normally off-limits to 
the public. Check into one of the city’s 
luxurious new hotels, like Hotel de la Ville 

by Rocco Forte or the recently renovated 
St. Regis Rome.

Queensland, Australia
The first of its kind in Australia, 

the Museum of Underwater Art will 
launch its first artwork in April 2020 
in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park. 
Installations will be spread across four 
sites and will be created by the world’s 
leading underwater sculptor, Jason 
deCaires Taylor, in collaboration with 
local and indigenous artists. The works 

will draw attention to ocean conserva-
tion. Heart Island and the iconic coral 
formation at Heart Reef will also be 
accessible for the first time following a 
$2 million investment and a decade of 
development. Plan to stay at the new 
InterContinental Hayman Island, which 
launched last summer on a private is-
land in the heart of the Whitsundays.

Dubai, UAE
The first world expo ever held in the 

Middle East, Expo 2020 Dubai is expected 
to host 25 million visitors for a six-month 
celebration of creativity, innovation, and 
culture. The Museum of the Future is sure 
to be a huge draw for anyone who wants 
to discover prototype ideas and inven-
tions via interactive displays, workshops, 
and talks. Visitors can take in the sights 
from Ain Dubai—the world’s highest ob-
servation wheel—and from the observa-
tion deck at Meydan One Mall, which is 
set to surpass Dubai Mall as the world’s 
largest shopping center.

Marrakech, Morocco
It’s no surprise that Marrakech has been 

named the first-ever African Capital of 
Culture—the Moroccan metropolis is a 

haven of art, culture, architecture, and 
design. Home to two UNESCO World 
Heritage sites—the ancient medina and 
the bustling Djemaa El Fna—Marrakech 
has seen some exciting developments 
over the past few years, including the 

2017 opening of the Yves Saint Laurent 
Museum designed by Studio KO. There’s 
no better place to stay than the Royal 
Mansour, which was built by King 
Mohammed VI and recently refreshed.

 
Dubrovnik, Croatia
Ranked the number one emerging des-

tination in Virtuoso’s 2020 Luxe Report, 
Croatia is ready for prime time. If it’s your 
first visit to the country, there’s no better 
place to start than Dubrovnik. Though 
the city was heavily bombed during 
the Croatian War of Independence, you 
wouldn’t know it wandering around the 
historic city center now. Summer brings 
the most crowds, but it’s also the best 
time to explore the gorgeous Elaphiti 
Islands and the nearby town of Mali Ston, 
where you can visit an oyster farm. Check 
into the just-renovated Hotel Bellevue, 
the iconic Hotel Excelsior, or the intimate 
Villa Orsula—all of which are members 
of Adriatic Luxury Hotels.

Kenya
Virtuoso also included witnessing 

the Great Migration in Kenya on its 
Wanderlist of must-have travel experi-
ences for 2020. Luckily, new direct flights 

from New York to Nairobi are making East 
Africa’s classic safari destination easier to 
reach than ever. Kenya Airways launched 
direct service to JFK Airport and inked 
a partnership agreement with Delta to 
increase connections to 11 U.S. and four 
Canadian cities. Once there, design lovers 
should shop for Kenyan crafts in Nairobi 
and embark on a safari in the Maasai 
Mara at the stunning Angama Mara, 
which was designed by Silvio Rech and 
Lesley Carstens on the site where Out of 
Africa was filmed.

The Maldives
If it seems like every time you scroll 

through Instagram, you see photos of 
overwater bungalows floating above 
the turquoise lagoon, you’re not alone. 
The Maldives—made up of 1,900 atoll 
islands—is having a major design mo-
ment and jet-setters around the world are 
taking note. As the lowest-lying country 
on the planet, the Maldives has been at 
the forefront of sustainability initiatives 
since the 1980s and aims to become 
carbon neutral by 2020. New resorts, 
like Kudadoo Maldives, the Muraka at 
the Conrad Maldives Rangali Island, the 
St. Regis Maldives Vommuli Resort, the 
Waldorf Astoria Maldives Ithaafushi, the 
InterContinental Maamunagau Resort, 
and Anantara Kihavah, are the stuff va-
cation dreams are made of.

Greenland
Greenland came onto the radar when 

Donald Trump suggested buying it from 
Denmark, but it remained in the spotlight 
as the next frontier of climate change. 
Several leading tour operators have re-
sponded to a spike in interest with new 
expeditions to this massive island—the 
world’s largest—in the Arctic Circle. 
Abercrombie & Kent has added a new 
15-day Ultimate Iceland & Greenland 
Cruise that will depart in August 2020. 
French cruise company Ponant is taking 
bookings for a 15-day sailing down the 
unexplored eastern coast of Greenland. 
Intrepid Travel is launching its first dedi-
cated tour of Greenland: an eight-day 
land-based expedition that starts with 
a visit to the Icefjord in Illulisat, leads 
travelers on a hike through archeologi-
cal sites, and ends in the modern capital 
of Nuuk.

Gilles spends 40yrs creating opulent 
shrines to pop icons

B ack in the 1990s, Michael 
Jackson phoned French 
photographer Pierre 
Commoy and painter 
Gilles Blanchard -- bet-
ter known as Pierre 
et Gilles -- to place an 

order for 70 portraits.
The King of Pop was eager for his own 

opulent icon, perhaps having seen the 
duo’s fairytale depictions of Madonna 
as a flute-toting Japanese divinity or Boy 
George as the Hindu god Krishna.

Michael Friedman, brand historian 
and Head of Complications at Audemars 
Piguet, explores the cultural impact of 
watches and the future of timepieces.

But Jackson had failed to understand the 
labor of love that went into each image, 
requiring the construction of a three-di-
mensional theatre set, built from scratch, 
with details meticulously hand-painted on 
each photograph after it is printed.

“Like many others, I think he assumed 
we did everything in Photoshop,” said 
Blanchard, one half of the partners-in-

life-and-art, whose production has never 
exceeded 20 portraits a year. “So we sadly 
had to refuse.”

For Pierre et Gilles, disappointing the 
world’s most famous singer was just one 
extraordinary event during a 40-year ca-
reer spent photographing music and film 
royalty. Two new exhibitions in Paris and 
Cannes are currently delving into the DIY 
illusionists’ craft, which has transposed 
their subjects into mythological tales and 
transformed them into exquisite saints 
and martyrs.

The exhibition in Cannes, home to the 

famous film festival on the French Riviera, 
gives visitors a rare glimpse of the behind-
the-scenes magic. Its subtitle, “Le Goût 
du Cinéma” (A Taste for Cinema), is a 
nod to the makeshift stagecraft of early 
filmmaking and their fascination with 
George Méliès, the Parisian film director 
who pioneered handmade special effects 
techniques at the turn of the 20th century.

“When you see a Méliès film, you’re 
awe-struck and left wondering how he 
achieved all the trickery,” said Cannes cu-
rator Numa Hambursin. “Pierre et Gilles’ 
playful bricolage is reminiscent of this.”

Since meeting in 1976 at a party 
hosted by Japanese fashion designer 
Kenzo Takada, Frenchmen Commoy and 
Blanchard have conjured up hundreds 
of candy-coated portraits of famous 
faces and lesser-known friends. There’s 
German punk rocker Nina Hagen as a rub-
ber-clad, rope-bound housewife; singer 
Serge Gainsbourg as a shabby, libidinous 
Santa behind bars; and Belgian musician 
Stromae as a pious presence framed by a 
flashy flower bouquet.

Meghan, Harry waxworks 
removed from Royal family set

London’s Madame Tussauds 
museum has announced that 
it has removed the waxworks 
of the Duke and Duchess of 
Sussex from its Royal Family 
set. The decision follows 
Meghan and Harry’s shock 

announcement that they are taking a step 
back as senior members of the Royal family, 
and seeking financial independence.

“Alongside the rest of the world we are re-
acting to the surprising news that the Duke 
and Duchess of Sussex will be stepping back 
as senior Royals,” Steve Davies, General 

Manager at Madame Tussauds London, said 
in a statement.

Wax figures of Harry and Meghan were 
unveiled at Madame Tussauds in central 
London on May 9, 2018. Wax figures of 
Harry and Meghan were unveiled at Madame 
Tussauds in central London on May 9, 2018.

“From today, Meghan and Harry’s figures 
will no longer appear in our Royal Family set. 
As two of our most popular and well-loved 
figures they will of course remain an impor-
tant feature at Madame Tussauds London as 
we watch to see what the next chapter holds 
for the them,” Davies said.

Secret to aging with vitality

A ging with vitality 
leaves the door open 
to a world of oppor-
tunities – the chance 
to live well and enjoy 
what we’ve always 
loved to do, long be-

fore our first grey hair appeared.
Vitality is the spark that enables us to 

live purposefully and with joy. The foun-
dation of vitality is health in all its forms. 
It’s eating nutritious foods, getting ade-
quate sleep needed to recharge our bod-
ies and keeping active to maintain strong 
bones and muscles.

 Rachel Murphy, an assistant profes-
sor with the School of Population and 
Public Health at the University of British 
Columbia, has her own views on vitality. 
They are based on her ongoing research 
into aging and health as well as her post-
doctorate studies at the National Institute 
of Aging in the US. “I think vitality is a de-
scription that people use when they talk 
about healthy aging,” she says. “They’re 
thinking about aging, but also about hav-
ing the same physical, mental, emotional 
strengths [they’ve always had] as well. 
Vitality is incredibly important to people 
as they age. It’s something that they want 
to maintain or perhaps work towards if 
they aren’t in that space to begin with.”

Do you know how much protein you 
should be getting each day to help main-
tain muscle mass and good health?

And while there has always been plenty 
of discussion around longevity, there has 
been a shift in the last couple of decades 
to focus on quality of life, too. “There does 
seem to be a better appreciation for that 
now,” Murphy notes. “For a long time, 
we were more focused on years of life. 
People are really interested in overall life 
expectancy. Then we started to see that 
the gains in life expectancy over the past 
decades have not been accompanied by 
gains in disability-free life expectancy. So 
there has been an increased emphasis on 
eating well – and not just eating.”

A new appreciation of how well we live 
has been fuelled by an aging population. 

According to data from Statistics Canada, 
the number of older Canadians aged 65 
and over has grown steadily since 1960. 
By 2036, they will make nearly one quar-
ter of the population.

Eating well is not a singular pillar for 
aging successfully, but it’s an important 
one that is also tied to emotional health 
and ability to be active. Murphy talks 
about thinking about diet as a whole, 
instead of concentrating on individual 

components of it: “It’s about making the 
overall right choices. That’s a more bal-
anced approach.”

There is also a correlation between 
sleep and eating. A growing body of re-
search is showing poor sleep quality im-
pacts diet. Data published by the National 
Health and Nutrition Examination Survey 
found that those who slept less than 
seven hours a night (the generally rec-
ommended amount) consumed a lower 
amount of vitamins A, D, B1, magnesium, 
calcium, zinc, niacin and phosphorous in 
their diet.1 Women were more affected 
than men in this regard, but the impact 
of inadequate rest was reduced for those 
who took dietary supplements, suggest-
ing that supplements could help fill in 
nutrition gaps. New research is suggest-
ing that specific nutrient (or lack thereof) 
intakes are linked to sleep disorders, poor 

sleep quality and trouble falling asleep.1
Another consequence of being sleep 

deprived is that it impairs our ability to 
make good food choices. Those short on 
rest gravitate toward high-fat, high-sugar 
foods in an effort to increase their en-
ergy levels, as cited in research from the 
Cleveland Clinic.2

When it comes to exercise, another 
pillar of health, there’s a clear correla-
tion between healthy eating and energy. 

Without adequate nutrition, you’ll lack the 
fuel needed to carry out certain activities. 
Limiting sedentary behaviour is also part 
of the big picture around activity. “You can 
be very physically active, but if you’re only 
up for, let’s say 30 minutes a day, that 
meets the recommendation for exercise,” 
says Murphy. “However, if you sit for the 
rest of the day, that time is not going to 
offset [the effects of being sedentary].”

Sometimes called “sitting disease,” sed-
entary behaviour is an underlying factor 
in higher mortality rates. A large-scale 
Norwegian study3 examined the activ-
ity habits of more than 23,000 men and 
women and found that those who were 
inactive consistently over a 22-year pe-
riod had double the chance of death from 
all causes. As well, they had a 2.7-fold 
greater risk of dying from cardiovascular 
disease.
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Tsai Ing-wen - 
An invincible 
political icon  
T sai Ing-wen is a 

Taiwanese politician 
and professor serv-
ing as the president of 
the Republic of China, 
commonly known as 
Taiwan, since 20 May 

2016. The first woman to be elected to 
the office, Tsai is the seventh president 
of the Republic of China under the 1947 
Constitution and the second president 
from the Democratic Progressive Party 
(DPP); part of Taiwan’s Pan-Green 
Coalition. She is also the first president 

to be of both Hakka and aboriginal de-
scent (a quarter Paiwan from her grand-
mother), the first unmarried president, 
the first to have never held an elected 
executive post before presidency and 
the first to be popularly elected without 
having previously served as the Mayor 
of Taipei (Lee Teng-hui, Chen Shui-
bian, and Ma Ying-jeou all served as the 
Mayor of Taipei). She was the Democratic 
Progressive Party candidate in the 2012 
and 2016 presidential elections. Tsai pre-
viously served as party chair from 2008 
to 2012, and from 2014 to 2018. She 
was re-elected for a second term on 11 
January 2020 after emerging victorious 
in the presidential election.

Tsai studied law and international 
trade, and later became a law professor 
at Soochow University School of Law 
and National Chengchi University after 
earning an LLB from National Taiwan 
University, an LLM from Cornell Law 
School and a Ph.D. in law from the London 
School of Economics and Political Science. 
In 1993, as an independent (without 
party affiliation), she was appointed to a 
series of governmental positions, includ-
ing trade negotiator for WTO affairs, by 
the then-ruling Kuomintang (KMT) and 
was one of the chief drafters of the special 

state-to-state relations doctrine of then 
President Lee Teng-hui.

After DPP President Chen Shui-bian took 
office in 2000, Tsai served as Minister of 
the Mainland Affairs Council throughout 
Chen’s first term as a non-partisan. She 
joined the DPP in 2004 and served briefly 
as a DPP-nominated at-large member of 
the Legislative Yuan. From there, she was 
appointed Vice Premier under Premier Su 
Tseng-chang until the cabinet’s mass res-
ignation in 2007. She was elected and as-
sumed DPP leadership in 2008, following 
her party’s defeat in the 2008 presidential 
election. She resigned as chair after losing 
her 2012 presidential election bid.

Tsai ran for New Taipei City mayor-

ship in the November 2010 municipal 
elections, but was defeated by another 
former vice premier, Eric Chu (KMT). In 
April 2011, Tsai became the first female 
presidential candidate of a major party 
in the history of the Republic of China 
after defeating her former superior, Su 
Tseng-chang, in the DPP’s primary by a 
slight margin. She was defeated by incum-
bent Kuomintang candidate Ma Ying-jeou 
in the 5th direct presidential election in 
2012, but was elected by a landslide four 
years later in the sixth direct presidential 
election in 2016.

Early career
Tsai was born in Zhongshan District, 

Taipei, Taiwan on 31 August 1956, the 
youngest of 11 children of her father. Her 
father, Tsai Chieh-sheng (1918–2006), 
was a businessman who ran an auto 
repair shop, and her mother Chang 
Chin-fong (1925–2018) was a house-
wife. Her given name, Ing-wen could 
be translated as “heroic literature” or 
“English language”. During her mid-
dle school period, she studied in Taipei 
Municipal Zhongshan Girls High School. 
She studied law at the behest of her fa-
ther. After graduating at the College of 
Law, National Taiwan University, in 1978, 
Tsai obtained a Master of Laws at Cornell 
University Law School in 1980 and then 
a Ph.D. in law at the London School of 
Economics in 1984. Upon her return to 
Taiwan, she taught law at the School of 
Law of Soochow University and National 
Chengchi University, both in Taipei.

She was also appointed to the Fair 
Trade Commission and the Copyright 
Commission. She served as consultant 
for the Mainland Affairs Council and the 
National Security Council. She also led the 
drafting team on the Statute Governing 
Relations with Hong Kong and Macau.

Rise in politics
In 2000, Tsai was given the high-profile 

appointment of chair of the Mainland 
Affairs Council. Confirming the widely 
held belief that she maintained Pan-Green 
sympathies, Tsai joined the Democratic 
Progressive Party (DPP) in 2004. She was 

subsequently nominated by the DPP to be 
a candidate in the 2004 legislative election 
and was elected as a legislator-at-large.

On 26 January 2006, Tsai was ap-
pointed to the post of vice president of the 
Executive Yuan, a position commonly re-
ferred to as vice premier. She concurrently 
served as chairwoman of the Consumer 
Protection Commission.

On 17 May 2007, Tsai, along with the 
rest of the cabinet of out-going Premier Su 
Tseng-chang, resigned to make way for in-
coming Premier Chang Chun-hsiung and 
his cabinet. Premier Chang named Chiou 
I-jen, the incumbent secretary-general of 

the Presidential Office to replace Tsai as 
vice premier. She then served as the chair 
of TaiMedBiologics, a biotechnology com-

pany based in Taiwan. The Kuomintang 
accused Tsai of contracting government 
work out to TaiMedBiologics during her 
term as vice premier, while planning to 
leave the government and lead the com-
pany afterward. She was later cleared of 
all alleged wrongdoing.

In Kuomintang candidate Ma Ying-jeou’s 
search for his running mate for the 2008 
ROC presidential election, Tsai, a DPP 
member, was surprisingly suggested. Ma 
stated that there were no set criteria for 
a running mate, that his search would not 
be defined by gender, occupation, or even 
political party affiliations.

On 19 May 2008, Tsai defeated Koo 
Kwang-ming in the election for DPP chair, 
and succeeded outgoing Frank Hsieh as 

the 12th-term chair of the party. She 
was the first woman to chair a major 
Taiwanese political party.

Presidential campaigns
On 11 March 2011, Tsai Ing-wen offi-

cially announced her run for the presi-
dential nomination of the Democratic 
Progressive Party. On 27 April 2011, Tsai 
became the first female presidential can-
didate in Taiwan after she defeated for-
mer Premier Su Tseng-chang by a small 
margin in a nationwide phone poll (of 
more than 15,000 samples) that served 
as the party’s primary. Tsai ran against 
incumbent President Ma Ying-jeou of 
the Kuomintang and James Soong of the 
People First Party in the 5th direct presi-
dential election, which was held on 14 
January 2012. Garnering 45% of the vote, 
she conceded defeat to President Ma in an 
international press conference, resigning 
her seat as Chairman of the DPP.

Tsai announced on 19 February 2019 
via an interview with CNN that she would 
run for reelection as president in 2020. 
She registered to run in the Democratic 
Progressive Party presidential primary 
on 21 March 2019. Tsai defeated William 
Lai in the primary, and the Democratic 
Progressive Party nominated her as its 
candidate for the 2020 presidential elec-
tion on 19 June 2019. Tsai and Lai formed 
the Democratic Progressive Party ticket 
on 17 November 2019.

2019 marked a year of Economic Shift for Taiwan

E ast Asia Forum is a plat-
form for analysis and 
research on politics, 
economics, business, 
law, security, interna-
tional relations and so-
ciety relevant to public 

policy, centred on the Asia Pacific region. 
It consists of an online publication and 
a quarterly magazine, East Asia Forum 
Quarterly, which aim to provide clear and 
original analysis from the leading minds 
in the region and beyond.

2019 could be the beginning of the end 
of the economic integration between 
Taiwan and China that has persisted for 
the past 25 years.

It has been another challenging year for 
Taiwan filled with both excitement and 
concern. Two key factors that shaped the 
development of 2019 were the U.S.–China 
trade war and the upcoming Taiwan pres-
idential election.

In terms of economic performance, 
the Chung-Hua Institution for Economic 
Research (CIER) forecasts Taiwan’s GDP 
growth to be one of the highest in the East 
Asian region, reaching 2.33 percent. While 
trade performance has declined through-
out the year, domestic investment in the 
manufacturing sector has soared to a 
historic high, contributing to GDP growth. 
This outcome can be partly attributed to 

the U.S.–China trade war. The surge of in-
vestment is mainly underpinned by the 
homecoming of Taiwanese original equip-
ment manufacturing (OEM) companies 
— that previously used China as their 
production base — trying to circumvent 
tariffs for their U.S. clients.

According to government figures, com-
mitted investment reached US$27 bil-
lion as of December, with US$8.7 billion 
already realized. Around 70 percent of 
this investment is in the information and 
communication technologies (ICT) sec-

tor, followed by electronic machinery, 
consumer products, and chemicals. With 
the effect of creating job opportunities as 
well as new dynamics for economic ac-
tivities, short-term prospects are looking 
positive for 2020.

The upcoming 2020 presidential elec-
tion has prompted the government to 
accelerate major decisions on public 
investment, including the extension of 
the high-speed rail system to cities that 
were previously considered economi-
cally unviable. But many critics question 

the feasibility and worry over the lack of 
transparent impact assessment processes.

Another significant development is the 
structural change taking place in trade 
and investment. Taiwan’s overall ex-
port growth stands at –3.4 percent as of 
October 2019, with exports to the United 
States increasing by over 23 percent and 
exports to China declining by 32 percent. 
By year’s end, the U.S. is expected to 
surpass ASEAN to become Taiwan’s sec-
ond-largest trade partner behind China. 
Investment to China — which historically 

dominated Taiwan’s outbound invest-
ment — declined by over 50 percent by 
November compared to the same period 
in 2018, and investment into ICT manu-
facturing dropped by over 90 percent.

From a strategic perspective, many have 
an interest in this outcome as it implies a 
re-balancing of Taiwan’s economic rela-
tionship with China by reducing the level 
of dependence and integration with the 
Chinese economy — a long-time goal of 
the current government. But re-balancing 
also bears economic costs: re-configura-
tion of the supply network impacts not 
only the movement of capital and manu-
facturing equipment but also workers and 
suppliers. While Taiwan is the preferred 
location for many Taiwanese OEM firms, 
the relatively high cost of production 
means that India, Vietnam, Thailand, 
Malaysia, and other ASEAN countries are 
often the only feasible option. Incomplete 
supply chains and a lack of qualified 
workers remain top concerns for many 
Taiwan businesses.

The rejuvenated trade relationship with 
the U.S. is also not all good news. Taiwan’s 
trade surplus with the U.S. reached 
US$170 billion in October 2019, suggest-
ing that the US$200 billion trade surplus 
threshold will be surpassed by the end of 
the year without difficulty. This is one of 
the thresholds that the U.S. uses to classify 

states as potential currency manipulators. 
Taiwan already exceeds the other thresh-
old — as the current account surplus is 
more than 2 percent of GDP — so the risk 
for Taiwan to be designated a currency 
manipulator is increasing.

Nevertheless, the Taiwan–US relation-
ship improved significantly in 2019. The 
Taiwan Travel Act that allows bilateral 
high-level official visits between the U.S. 
and Taiwan came into force in 2018. 
Both the U.S. House of Representatives 
and the Senate subsequently passed the 
Taiwan Allies International Protection and 
Enhancement Initiative Act of 2019 that 
instructs the U.S. government to facilitate 
Taiwan’s meaningful international partici-
pation, including in the U.S. Indo-Pacific 
Strategy.

These developments, in addition to 
other initiatives, fractured Taiwan–China 
relations. The Hong Kong protests have 
seriously undermined the value and cred-
ibility of the “One China, Two Systems” 
policy that China has espoused. According 
to Taiwan’s official Mainland Affairs 
Council’s latest survey in October, over 
89 percent of the population is against 
this framework in defining the future of 
cross-strait relations. The China spy story 
that recently appeared on Australia’s 60 
Minutes program added further fuel to 
the fire.

Tsai wins second presidential term

T aiwan’s President Tsai 
Ing-wen has secured 
a second term after 
sweeping to victory in 
an election dominated 
by the island’s relation-
ship with China.

Ms Tsai secured just over 57% of the 
ballot - a record 8.2m votes - well ahead 
of her rival Han Kuo-yu.

Ms Tsai opposes closer ties with China, 
with Mr Han suggesting they would bring 
economic benefits. In her victory speech, 
Ms Tsai told China to abandon its threat 
to take back the island by force.

Ms Tsai told a news conference: “Taiwan 
is showing the world how much we cher-
ish our free democratic way of life and 
how much we cherish our nation.”

China has claimed sovereignty over 
Taiwan since the end of the Chinese civil 
war in 1949. It says Taiwan must even-
tually be reunited with China, by force if 
necessary.

“Peace means that China must abandon 
threats of force against Taiwan,” she said 
in the capital Taipei.

“I also hope that the Beijing authori-
ties understand that democratic Taiwan, 
and our democratically elected govern-
ment, will not concede to threats and 
intimidation.”

Eight million votes is an extraordinary 
tally for a Taiwanese President seeking a 
second term. The record-breaking win 
has delivered a landslide mandate to Ms 
Tsai, and a major snub to Beijing.

It was the emergence of Taiwan’s rela-
tionship with China as the central issue in 
this campaign that allowed her to revive 

her flagging fortunes. And in her victory 
there is a certain political irony.

The US hailed President Tsai’s victory 
as a demonstration of Taiwan’s “robust 
democratic system”. “Under her leader-
ship we hope Taiwan will continue to 
serve as a shining example for countries 
that strive for democracy, prosperity and 
a better path for their people,” the US 
State Department said.

Han, the Kuomintang party candidate, 
had earlier admitted defeat as the results 
became clear. “I have called President 
Tsai to congratulate her. She has a new 
mandate for the next four years,” he 
told a crowd in the southern city of 
Kaohsiung.

Voters were also choosing the next 
members of the Taiwanese legislature, 

where Ms Tsai’s Democratic Progressive 
Party (DPP) has had a majority.

For practical purposes, Taiwan is an in-
dependent state - it has its own elected 
government, constitution and military.

But China refuses to have diplomatic re-
lations with any country that recognises 
Taiwan as a sovereign nation.

All but a handful of countries have 
picked Beijing, but most maintain an am-
biguous relationship with Taiwan through 
trade. The US is also legally bound to 
supply Taiwan with the means to defend 
itself.

Mr Han and his party the Kuomintang 
(KMT) favour closer ties with China 
- which they say will bring economic 
growth - but do not seek unification.

The KMT once ruled China, before flee-

ing to Taiwan in 1949 after losing to the 
communist forces in the civil war.

Mr Han made a high-profile visit to 
Hong Kong and China in March, and 
has reportedly said a formal declaration 
of Taiwanese independence would be 
“scarier than syphilis”.

Although the economy has grown dur-
ing Ms Tsai’s presidency, exports have 
fallen and wage growth is sluggish.

Saturday’s presidential election was 
also the first since Taiwan became the 
first place in Asia to legalise same-sex 
marriage.

The move was rejected in a series of 
referendums, but parliament passed a 
special law in order to comply with an 
earlier court ruling. Ms Tsai said it was “a 
big step towards true equality”.
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 � دعويدار نوجوان


ؤنڈ وزن � كر� ويڈيو گ�� كھيل كر 30 دن م�� 20 ��
۔ ا    ف و    ا   ا وزن 20     ٰي    اس   ُ   د ان    ا    )   ا  ز ڈ ) 
ادرز’’ اور ‘‘  ر  د  آر     ‘‘ م  ۔ا آپ  اس    ’’   روا و      و ا ‘‘ر  ا و’’    ر  ‘‘ م و    
ت      ا        ’’  روا و ِ ا ۔  اس    و  ‘‘ِر  ل  ر  ا      آج     ’’ ر

۔  د اور     از  ا  ے ر    ورز ا ڑي    دوران      

۔       ٓ               ٓ            ٤٠٧،٤٠٨   ٓ      ǌ           ٓ         ٓ    

ت   س  و ن  ن   ي  او رف  ر  ڈا 
ر س  ا ے د و ا

ت  س  و ن  ن   ي  او رف  ر  ڈا   ( د  (اے   م آ ا
ي        رف  ر  ڈا  ر   ۔ س  ا ے د و ا  
ن   ں     ا اور او ں  و    ا    ا را
ں   ۔ ا       ا د ر   ت   س   ن 
م  د  ۔ دوس  ا  م   ا ں   ن دو    ۔ ا ن او
اه      ، ں   د ب  د  ر  

وے ن   ، ه    
ں   د    اور  ب  د  ر    ( د (اے   م آ ا
ن  وے  ۔   وي      ه 50  ره   اه     
وے  د   وا ،  آ ر  ل  ن    اور  وے ا ۔5     
 ، اه   ۔   ر    د   ر  د   د  و    
ال،   د،  در آ  ، اه   رد   د  اور   د، ر  ،  آ
 ، ر  ر، ا  و ك ،  اں،   د ال  ں،  ں  ل  ، وال، ا ،  و
ه  ں   د  و    ۔ ان  ه اور    د    
ں    ي    ۔ا ت    وں    ا      

۔ ت     130اور   ا  را    
ر  ا اوور   ذوا ون   وز ا  
ے د  ت   س   ا  و ن  ن   ري  او

ر س  ا و ا
ري  ر  ا اوور   ذوا ون   ) وز ا   د  (اے   م آ ا
ر   ۔    س  ا ے د و ا ت   س   ا  و ن  ن    او
س   ن  ں     ں  و    ا    ا  را
۔ دار    و اور ا اور    ر  ۔  ا  ا  ن    او
م  ول  د   ن ا   اب    

واز رو  
م  ن  د  وا  اب     ) د    د  (اے   م آ ا
رٹ  ول  رو   دے د    د   اور ا واز ا  
ن  ۔ ا  ( آ اے)  واز     ل     ر  
ر   زوں   رٹ   ري ا   د ا ف     ن   ا 
ن        ۔  ت         اور ا    
ن   ۔  واز     ل     ر رٹ   د   اور ا
ر   ر د  را     ا ۔233  ِت     آ اے    ان ا
۔    آ  واز     د  دي   ن       ۔  

۔ وف  ل   ں  د  اے   
ري   ، د  ر  ر      آ 

ر   ري        ر  )   (ق)   ز ڈ ر(
ن   ري  ر   ۔  ر    د       آ  گ  ا 
ل   ر    ر   م  ر    ري      آر ا 
، آر ا  ر     اس    ج    ر    ا 
ں   ز دو س  آر ا   اور ا دات   ج      
ه    ح  آ   د   ا  ا  ، ا    ا    آ 
گ  ر   ا  ك    س  ري       ا ا ۔ 
ے      ر     ۔آ  ر     ٔ د       آ

۔ ه  د     
ري اد : ط    او    اداروں 

اد     اداروں  ي  د ر)  ا ور  وز م (  ا
ں   ز     ا ۔ا   ط    او    
ر  ورت  ں    م  ا      آرڈ    
م  ي    اور ف    ف   ب ا ں    ۔ا
ت    ں   ا اج   ف   ا ب ا ں    ۔ا
ا  ت   ۔و وز    ه  ا  ذ داري  ں  
رف  ت  ا   اداره  ا ف       ز  ري  اور

۔ ے  ام     اد   د   ۔ ار 
ارڈ و  ا    ا  ا ر      
و  ان اور  دان  وف  ن    : ا
ر   اں       ِ ڈا  ا  ان  
ر ژي       اف    ت  ا
ل    ارڈ’      ‘ا  ا
م (آ   ا  و   ا   ۔  ا د
و   ن    ا     (   ا
ان    ‘‘ ا   ا   
ل2020ء اْن   ا  ارڈ’’   آ ا ا  
و  ا   ۔ ا  اف  د   ت  ا ر   اں       ِ
ري  ل  و ڈا  ا اه  ا     ، ا اورآ    ا د  ڈا  
م  ري  ا   ف   ارڈ    د د  اس ا ر و  ا    

۔ ارد  از    ا

ن ان  : ں وه ا دا   ر   ام   ا ن   س   آل   ر  او ن 
ا ارب   ن  ان  ا  وز ز)  اف  ا  د (دي  م آ ا
ت      ا   ا  ي   آر  دي وا  زا  آ
و   ن   را   ان  ا  ر وز ت  ا ۔ان 
ر  ي ا ں   ۔ اس   دوران ا      
ؤ      ا ۔ا   ا آر    دي   

ا  ي   آر  دي وا  ا ارب  زا  آ ا      وز
ں  د  ا    ا  ، آر  ت      ا  
۔     د  و  ت اور  ف  ں   م ا  
ي     ، ن            آ ان   
و    ن   را   ان  ا  ۔ اس    وز

۔ان        د           
د    د د  ں   ز ه ر    ٰ ا هِ  ر     
ج   ں  ا     ز ۔  رٹ    ري ر
ش  وا ڈي  دت  م  ۔    ت دي  ا    
و   ۔ را   ا  ي اور   ا  ا  ن  ا   ا

س   آل   ن  ا      ا اور   وز   
ا دا    ں وه  ر   ام   ا ن    ر  او
ا ر  ۔ان      رت  ڈ ن   ر   ں  او
وم  د  دو   ا ا  ن  ا     ن    او

ے۔ ور  ن  ي  ا  ان  ا ۔   

ن ا  آر  : د  ت     ي  وز ا     ا  ز
ر        ري  ر   اور 20  ي 19   ز

ف  رڈ آف ر (ا  آر)   رل   ( ز ڈ د ( م آ ا
آ             و    
ا    ا ڈا   ن اور   ان  ا  ي  وز ز
ن ا  آر   ۔  ف         ا
ي  ۔   ز ري  ر     ا  آر 19 
ں   د   ا   ل    اپ    ا 
ي  ن     ز ۔  ره  ر  وں   ا ڈا
ر       ري  ر   اور 20   19
د  ت     ۔ وز ا      ا  
ي    ف   ا  آر  ز ي  ۔ دو اه   اور 

ا 20 را  و         وز
وں  ا   ، وز ارت   س   وں  ا ري  
۔ ا  آر      ؤس    س  ا    ا
ون  ات،  ادا  و ں   د ا   وز
ن  ں  ا ادري  دي  ر ا   ، وز  
ان  دوس  ا ت ڈا  ف  ا ي  ۔ دو  
دي   ، ا م   رواں دواں ر       ا
۔ ان         د   ر ا ا    وز
 ، ت    ا اه  اور  د،  ت     ن ا در
م دے ر  ں ا ذ دار دي    آ   ا

ا  آر   آ      ر     د  ۔
دي   ، ا ت   ر     ي ا  ز
ا    ت  زوں      ا ا    
ري 15 ي  6  19  آ     ا  آر  ز
۔ ذرا    ا  آر   روز   ر  
ت  و  ر    ذرا   و   اور ذا 
وع  ت  آ  ت   ا و ل      رواں 
س       و  ۔    ا ا   
ا   ا ڈا  ا    ا۔ وز د   ں    
 ( ا آف  ( او ا ز  دوره    ار  ا  آر  

۔ وا  ر   و     روي     ا
ي    5.5  رو  ر    ا  آر  ز
۔    ؤ   ر را      د ف  ں   و
ل آ ا ا   ن اور ر ڈا ا  ا  آر  
ف   ں   رو و   4.6 ر   ا    ور 
ں          5  رو  او و
۔  ل   ف  ں   ي  5.5 رو و    ز
۔  د 2019 ف   5.238  رو  د  اب  
ه  ل   6  ۔ اب  رواں   ل 115 رو  ر رٹ   

ں  ۔   ا  آر  2083 ارب رو  و

ا  زه  ل   ت  ر آر   
: ڈي  آ ا  آر  چ     ء   ر ر اداروں   ا

ت  ج    ك  اف)  ه دي ا  ي ( راو
ن   ر      ل آ  ل     ڈا 
۔  ر  اب د    ر   ر  اج     ا
۔  زي  ر  ن  ش    ام   ر آر  
ن   ج   ك  را  و       
ام  ر آر  ا  ا   ول       آف 
۔ را  و  زي  ر  ن  ش      
ر       ڈي  آ ا  آر     
ا  زه  ل   ت  اوا    ج   آر  
ج اور   رت   ا ۔ ڈي  آ ا  آر     
ت  ف  ا  ر آر    ي     
ج       اور  ك  ۔  د  ر 
ر   ، د   وادي   ه  چ  آ ر  ا  ا
رت   ه   ر    ا    ۔     
اب   ر  ده  ر اس   ز ، اب   د   وري 2019   27
زه  رروا   ر  ول  اس  ر آر    آف  ۔ 
چ  ء   ر ر اداروں   ا ا     
ں و   و   رت    ۔     
ا  و د اور   ، د  رت  ا   ، ں   ذ 

ں و   ادري   ۔   ه  ا   ا   ا
وري 2019ء  رت  27  ف      ں  اور ا
ر     ن     ، ه   اب   ن    

۔ ر  اب د    ا  

، ا ام   ں   آج  ں      
:  ا  ں  ري  د       وز ،

)  ا ا     د (اے   م آ ا
 ، ام   ں   آج  ں     
ري  د       وز ، آج  
ں اب   ں   35 ں    ۔ا ں 
دت   ن   ان  ا  ء ا وز ا ر   ات   ا
ا  ر ل    ں  د ا ري اور  د وز
ا  69 رو    ں   را ا ت  ۔ان 
رو     24  ، ل  4 وا   ل     

ج    1.4 دره   
روڈ،18.803  رو   
1.2 ز   ر    
 روڈ،10.332 رو  
ه  دره و     روڈ 
روڈ،5.8 رو  1.5 
ه  ا       
روڈ  9.7 رو    

ه  ز د ل آ روڈ،3 رو     ا   
ا  ح   ه  ا ز اور3 رو      
۔اس   ا  ب    ر   و
ا   ا  ۔  د ن    ا 
ا   ف   دي  ن  ا ام  ا  
د،  ح و ام   ا    ، ام     ر
ز ان  دور رس  آ ں    اورآ وا    

۔ ں  ات   ا

ا ں   ن   ان      ، ا    ا
ر   را وش او  وز  ت  ر   ِ   وز

ر   ِ )   وز ري (اے   د ۔ 11  م آ ا
د   ه  وم  ر  وش او  وز  ت 
ر   روز  ك وز    را  ۔
دي  وا       وا د 
ر  ع  وز  ں    اور اس     
ر  ن د  ۔ د     ه  وم 
وش او    ت  ر   ِ     وز
د    را  ه  وم  ر   وز 
اش وا     ر  اس د ك وز  ۔
ن   ۔ ر   ن   ا ف  
ق  ر   ں وزراء  ت   دوران دو  
ر  ك وز  ۔ ل  د  ل    ر و  
اق   ا   وز   ا  دوره 
وم  ر  ۔وز  ه  د   آ ه  وم  ر 
ر  ا وز  ك     د   ا  ه 
ك  ه  اور  ا  را   آ  
ق و    وا    ر   وز 
ب اور  دي  ان ،  ه دوره ا ، ا آ   
ؤش  ت  ر  ك وز  ۔ ا    

ن   ان ا       او  ا
م  ا اور    ں   ف    وا 
ں  ،ا    و م  ا    وا 
د   ه  وم  ر  ء وز  ۔در ا   د
د  رے   ف    ان      ا
ں   اف  آ   ا   وا   ا
ا  ۔وز ا   اس     آ 
ں۔   ب اور ا روا  ر  دي  ان،  ا
ن  ر      ن  وز  ا ا و 
ا               
دار ادا   ،      ا    
ن   ان  ر    وز ا  ۔وز  ر 
دت  ا  ي ا ں  ں و ان روا  ر  ا  ا
ض)  ب (ر دي  ۔اس    ت    
ر    دي وز       آ ر  
ورت اس  ؤں   ۔ ازاں ا   ت  
ن   وا  ان اور ا  در ا    ا
ر   ں     ۔ا     
۔ ن د دي  ن  ا ا     

ري  2020  ار  12   ره : 254  ا ،10 :

رم ت  ازا     ں   ر  ن  ن 
رم    ت  ازا     ں   ر  ن  ن   ( ز ڈ د (  م آ ا
ں    م  ۔ز   ر  دو  ے ا ح ا ت  ازا      
د اور   ن       اس  ا ڈ ار ر  ر ن  ن  اد  ر وا ا
ف   ن   ڈ ار ه  ر ر   اب   ادو زه  ا ۔ اف     ا
ت   دو  ر  ے ا ا ۔ان    ل  ت  ار      
ں  درج  ر   ر   ں اور ا ون    ر  ت  ر  ں،  ا
ا          اور  ن   ان  ا  ر وز ن  ن  ۔ ا 
ا   ں   ا ل   ۔اس   ا ري را   ن  ام  در   
ت       ل  وا  ر   ن  ا    وا      وز

۔ ر       ري ا    

ن : رت    

رت  ر وه  ا  ن  ه   ام  ا
ڑ        ا اس       
وب  ن    ه   ام  ۔ا اب د 
ر  رت   ف  ن   رك   م   ا
وا   ادارے  زور  ول  ا    
ء   ں     اور  ا ں  د  وه دو
داراد د  ں  ان    م   ا وا
ه  ان  ام  ه ا ے   و دارادا     
ں          ۔ا  
ار ا  ں    ن ا      

۔ ں  ا    

رش   ار  ا

ب،  ت    
د،   م آ ا ، ا
اور    ن 
ں     ده    ز
رش     ۔ 
ن   ت  
وا  آ  ب    
ن  م  ں   ر  
ادر ،   دا   اور 
ر،  ،  اور   ، 
ع  اس   ت  ا
ں    ر  دوران  

  ۔

ان دوس  ا م  ، ڈا  ے   و     ان ر وز ا 
ان  ان     وز ا  دوس  ا ت ڈا  ت و  ا ا ون   ) وز ا   د  (اے   م آ ا
ے اور ا     رٹ      وز ر ل     ا ڈرا  م  ، ا  ے   و     ر
ور ا ا ون  ا   ں     ں  و    ا   ا ت  ۔   را ں     و اور  
ي  ے        ے    ۔ ر ن    ر ں     دار اور    ل  ره   ، 
ں  ۔ ا ي   ر  ھ   ں   اور    ر روڈ  ورك ر دار ادا   ۔ وز ا  وژن   
ا   ا   ۔    ا  ر   وغ اور روز  ں   ر  م  رٹ   ے ڈرا  ه ر    ا  
۔ ا  ں  داري      آ ل  ے    ري  ت  ور وں   ام اور  ف  رٹ   ت    

، فردوس ی  رممکن کوششیں کرر حکومت سیاحوں اور سرمایہ کاروں کو راغب کرنے کیل 
ون    ت  ت و  : ا ن   و   دہ      ا     رى      اور ان  ل  ر  ز   وں   

ا  ون   ا   وز   ( (اے   د  آ م  ا
ا  ان      دوس  ا ت ڈا  ت و  ا
           ، ه  ا  و  وز
و    ن    ا     ، اوور  وز
ا  روں   وز ر  آ اور   رو  ، م 
اه   ام   ، وه  ري   ا   ء    ، را    وژن 
، را        ، ر    ، وه   
ں   ر ا  دت     ، دت   ا  ا  ا  ء 
م   ا   وز   ، دار   ذ  ك  اس     
ب      ، ا م     ه  ه   و
ب اس  م    ا     ، ں اور  آ  
م    ام   و رٹ  ا  ، ، ر    
ت   رروا  ۔ان  ن         
آف  رٹ ا د   م آ ا ك   ں    ر ا ا
ب   ا  اور    ڈو   
ا   ا    ں      ا ۔   
ں   ن د   ان  ا  د    وز  د  ر
ں   و اور   ، ر  ف   ن  
ن  ا     ا  ن   ، اوور  ت    
ا  ون      وز ي  دار ادا   ۔  
 ، ں     ا ن   وه    ن   ان 
ف   ن   ں   ن     ر  ،

ا  ه     ا  و ں   وز  ۔ا ر 
ے  ،           ،  
م        ے    ر  ا دو  ا
ل  ه دس  ں          آ  ۔ ا
و    ري  ۔  دوران 10 ارب ڈا   
چ   ا   وز    ، ں   ا  ں  ا  
را    ت   ور م  ں    آ ر  ،ا  
رے  ا  ، ا  را  ں    اوور   ر  ۔ا
ا  ا  ،  آپ  ب   ان اس   
وه     ، ن           
ن   ح    ا    ،اس  ه وز    و

ر  ،      دار   ل     و
ل   ون         ا  ۔
ا  م   ا     ، وع    روا   
ه         ، ا     
ا     ا   ء  ون     را   ۔
ا  رے  ء ا  ، را  ي   ا  ا  ا    
دت      ا  ا   ،ا    داغ دار   
   ، ز       دت وو ،آپ     
ذ  ن     اس    ر ر    واردات 
ں  ور ، م  ط     ، اداروں   دار 
ں  اس  ن     ، و  ا    دور  وز

و  اور  م   ب اس  ر  ،ا ري  و      
ں   ا ر  ا    ، ورت  ۔اس       
ه    اس   م  و ن   ان  ا    ،وز
ك  ں  ور    ،  ور اور  م     ے 

ب   ں    ا اب  ا ال   ۔ا   
ا  ں       ۔ا ن   ه      
 ، ا    ں   م  وا م    ں  ا م  وا
ب      ،ا ه    ا    ا اور 

م   ب  آ  اور     ں   اور ا
ں    ا ا ر   ب اس      ا
ا  ي           اس   ،ا  
س   ر   ے اس   ں    ام  ا ن  
ں  ون      اب   ال   ۔ا   
ه  ۔  اس   ا دي   ف  در از   
ا  از    ، ر  ا    را  ا   
ت   ي  ا   اس  ا       
ں  ا  ن    آر      ا وه     
ں  ،ا ڈ  رے  اپ  ن ان       
ا  ا    ن           
ں       اب  ا ال   رم  ۔ا   ا
ي  ا   ے    ں    م  ا ا   اور وه 
م      ام   و رٹ  ا   ، ا  
ام     وا  رروا  ، ن       
ں   ں    اوور  ۔ا ب    ڈا ز  
ا  ت  ا س ا ں  ازا   ا      
د       24 ، ان        
ن  ف   د      ں      ۔ا
ا   ج      ، ور       
روں   ن   وا     ں  اور   
۔ م   ر  ا ا د  ر   اور د   
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Turkish FM 
calls Qureshi 

to condole 
life loss in 

Quetta blast

The Asian Telegraph

Ambassador of Pakistan to US Dr. Asad M. Khan in a group photo with university students from across the US, currently undergoing a short 

course at OsGood Center for International Studies, at the Embassy of Pakistan, Washington DC.

Region cannot afford 
another war: Qureshi
Turkey lauds Pakistan’s efforts for de-escalating US-
Iran tensions

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

Turkey’s Minister for Foreign 
Affairs Mevlut Cavusoglu on 
Saturday telephoned Pakistani 
counterpart Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi and assured him of 
Ankara’s complete cooperation 
for peace in the Middle East. 
During the telephonic conversa-
tion, Mevlut Cavusoglu lauded 
the Pakistan’s efforts for de-es-
calation in the Middle East.

FM Qureshi briefed him about 
Pakistan’s efforts for defusing 
tension and his recent contacts 
with several foreign ministers of 
the region. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Turkish minister for foreign 
minister condemned the blast in 
Quetta on Friday and expressed 
his grief over the loss of precious 
lives. Turkish Foreign Minister 
Mevlut Cavusoglu extended con-
dolences on the Quetta mosque 
blast, and praised Pakistan’s ef-
fort for de-escalating tensions in 
the region. Turkish FM expressed 
grief on the terror attack in the 
provincial capital of Balochistan 
which claimed many innocent 
lives. He condemned the loss of 
valuable lives and expressed soli-
darity of Turkey with Pakistan on 
this tragic incident.

Meanwhile, Mevlut also en-
sured full support of Turkey to 
Pakistan on establishing peace 
in the region following the killing 
of the Iranian top military com-
mander, Qasem Soleimani, by 
the US. He lauded the effort for 
de-escalating US-Iran tensions 
in Mideast.

Qureshi also apprised his coun-
terpart of his upcoming tours of 
Iran, Saudi Arabia and the United 
States. Similarly, Turkish FM 
briefed his Pakistani counterpart 
on his recent visit to Iraq during 
which the situation in the region 
was discussed. 

Foreign Minister Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi said Iran’s 
confession of unintentionally 

shooting down a Ukrainian 
passenger plane is likely to re-
duce concerns over the matter. 
The foreign minister said in his 
statement that the region cannot 
afford another war and stressed 
that Pakistan will continue to 
play its role in lessening the on-
going tensions.

Shah Mehmood Qureshi told 
that he is leaving for Iran on 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s 
directions and will hold meet-
ings with the Iranian leader-
ship. Conflict between Iran and 
the United States should be cut 
down and US President Donald 
Trump’s recent statement is a ray 
of hope in this regard, Qureshi 
said.
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FM grieved 
over Sultan 
Qadoos’s 
Death.

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

While expressing the condolence 
over the death of Sultan Qaboos of 
Oman with the Omani people and 
government, the foreign minister 
said that Sultan Qaboos was known 
as a just and noble-hearted ruler.

Oman’s Sultan Qaboos bin Said 
Al Said died on Friday after more 
than four decades as the country’s 
ruler, though a murky succession 
process means that the identity of 
the next sultan may not be known 
for days.

The late sultan was born on 
November 18, 1940, in Salalah, the 
capital of Oman’s southern prov-
ince of Dhofar.  Qaboos is a direct 
descendant of the founder of the Al 
Bu Said dynasty, which created the 
sultanate in the 1600s after expel-
ling the Portuguese from Muscat, 
now Oman’s capital.

Sultan Qaboos was educated in 
India and at the Royal Military 
Academy at Sandhurst. Throughout 
Sultan Qaboos’s five-decade 
rule, he was credited with using 
Oman’s oil wealth to transform the 
sparsely populated Gulf nation into 
a rich country with a vibrant tour-
ism industry and high standards 
of living.

In addition to his domestic policy 
achievements, Sultan Qaboos has 
also been credited with transform-
ing Oman into a regional player 
capable of bridging diplomatic 
divides, as seen in its role as 
mediator in nuclear talks between 
Iran and the United States in 
recent years.

Dropping gains

Investors seem fine with lowering stocks
NEW YORK

Corporate profits likely dropped for a 
second straight quarter at the end of 
2019, dragging down annual earnings 
growth to the smallest in three years. A 
lot of investors are fine with that. Put it 
down to the nature of the stock market, 
where returns tend to anticipate changes 
in earnings growth.

As the S&P 500 notches records, in-
vestors are focused on forecasts for a 
rebound in profits this year. If history is 
any guide, getting through this trough in 
the earnings cycle bodes well for 2020 
the equity benchmark has, on average, 
gained more than 7 per cent following a 
bottom in profit growth.

“The market is pricing in an earnings 
increase,” Chris Gaffney, president of 
world markets at TIAA, said in an in-
terview at Bloomberg’s New York head-
quarters. “The environment overall is 
very good.” JPMorgan Chase & Co. is 
among the big banks that kick off the re-
porting season January 14. Analysts are 
projecting that S&P 500 profits fell 1.6 
per cent in the last three months of 2019.

Investors will likely pay closer attention 

to forecasts to see if companies confirm 
the rebound currently expected by ana-
lysts — a 3.2 per cent rise in the first 
quarter of 2020, with a full-year forecast 
of 9.1 per cent growth, according to data 
compiled by Bloomberg Intelligence.

Such a set-up has brought solid equity 
gains in the past. In 1998, earnings bot-
tomed in the fourth quarter and the S&P 
500 returned close to 20 per cent in the 
subsequent four quarters. Similarly, in 
2016, EPS growth troughed in the first 
quarter and the index went on to gain 
15 per cent over the following year, ac-
cording to an analysis by Bloomberg 
Intelligence.

As the reporting season nears, ana-
lysts are growing even more optimistic 
about 2020. The earnings revision ratio, 
which measures the number raising 
forecasts versus those cutting them, has 
been trending higher. JPMorgan strate-
gists led by Mislav Matejka expect that 
to continue. Profits won’t contract unless 
the economy is in a recession, they wrote 
in a note.

“In other words, one needs to believe 
that a full-blown recession is imminent 

to be bearish on earnings from here,” 
they said. While the recent flare-up in 
tensions with Iran has investors on edge, 
the trade truce between the US and China 
has many betting on a pickup in global 
growth this year. The S&P 500 needed 
just two days to bounce back from the 
Iran-fomented sell-off, notching its 12th 
weekly gain in the past 14.

American companies are hiring at a 
solid pace, with the unemployment rate 
at a half-century low of 3.5 per cent. The 
manufacturing sector is showing weak-
ness, but other areas continue to sur-
prise. A rebound in sales and production 
lifted a service activity gauge to a four-
month high in December, exceeding the 
median economist projection.

PM to announce concessions 
for trade bodies on Jan 20
FBR rejects friction 
between Chairman, PM 
Imran Khan

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
LAHORE/ISLAMABAD

Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) 
Chairman Shabbar Zaidi on Saturday 
said that Prime Minister Imran Khan 
has graciously consented to preside 
over a meeting with all the traders on 
January 20. The Prime Minister has very 
graciously consented to preside a meet-
ing with all Pakistan traders on 20th of 
January. The meeting will be held in PM 
house.

He took to Twitter and expressed that 
PM Imran will formally announce the 
concession given to the traders com-
munity. He added that the government 
will seek assistance of the trade bodies 
in complete documentation, and tax con-
tribution by the trading sector.

Meanwhile, spokesperson of Federal 
Board of Revenue (FBR) clarified that 
there is no friction between Chairman 

Shabbar Zaidi and Prime Minister (PM) 
or his advisor Abdul Hafeez Shaikh. 
Spokesperson of FBR said that Chairman 
is on vacations in Karachi till January 19 
for his regular medical checkup.

On the other hand, Chairman FBR 
tweeted, “The Prime Minister has very 
graciously consented to preside a meet-
ing with all Pakistan traders on 20th of 
January. The meeting will be held in PM 
house. The PM will formally announce 
the concessions given to traders’ com-
munity and will seek assistance of trade 
bodies in complete documentation and 
tax contribution by trading sector.”

Special Assistant to the Prime Minister 
for Information and Broadcasting 
Firdous Ashiq Awan said that that the 
journey of economic stability of the 
country will continue and economic 
team enjoys full confidence of PM Imran 
Khan She also clarified that news of the 
differences between the economic team 
is baseless, misleading and based on 
wishes. Government’s economic team 
will continue to work with full under-
standing g will be held in the PM House.

Brexit turmoil shakes UK 
Economic confidence

LONDON

As the U.K. prepares to leave the EU at 
the end of January and trade talks are 
about to begin, confidence in the British 
economy is in question after three years 
of Brexit turmoil. The British Chamber 
of Commerce (BCC) carried out a poll 
of thousands of businesses at the end 
of 2019 to get a feel for business confi-
dence. Indecision and delay over Brexit 
has taken its toll.

They found investment plans by man-
ufacturers were at their lowest point in 
eight years, and export and domestic 
orders from factories were negative for 
two straight quarters for the first time 
in 10 years. “The UK economy limped 
through the final quarter of 2019,” the 
BCC said. “The fourth quarter was char-
acterized by a broad-based slowdown 
in the dominant services sector with all 
key indicators weakening in the quarter, 
amid sluggish household expenditure 
and crippling cost pressures.”

The group predicts the economy will 
grow by only 1% in 2020. “Despite 
some improvements, indicators in the 
manufacturing sector remain very weak 
by historic standards,” the BCC added. 
“A faltering service sector together with 
listless manufacturing activity points to 
a downbeat outturn for UK GDP growth 
in the fourth quarter of 2019.”

Services account for 80% of the 
U.K. economy. Overall retail spend-
ing decreased 0.9% in November and 
December, with 2019 being the first 
year since 1995 with a full-year fall 
in sales according to the British Retail 
Consortium (BRC). “The public’s con-
fidence in Britain’s trade negotiations 
will have a big impact on spending over 
the coming year,” said BRC chief execu-
tive Brian Dickinson.

Local media also reported the big four 
U.K. supermarket chains struggled dur-
ing the Christmas period and lost sales, 
with the sector suffering the slowest 
sales growth in four years – just 0.2%.

Part of it was due to Brexit uncer-
tainty, but also the continued expan-
sion of cut-price supermarket chains 
Lidl and Aldi.

Last year also saw new car sales drop 
to their lowest levels since 2013, declin-
ing by 2%. Brexit uncertainty played 
its part, as did tougher rules on diesel 
vehicles. Bloomberg reported that by 
their calculation, Brexit already caused 
£130 billion ($170 billion) in losses to 
the economy, with a further £70 billion 
estimated by the end of the year. The 
news site reported the British economy 
was now 3% smaller than if it had not 
voted for Brexit, and slipping behind its 
G7 peers.

Putin, Merkel discuss situation 
in Middle East
Germany supports Nord Stream 2 implementation: Merkel
MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir Putin held talks with German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel who arrived in Russia on a working visit at the invitation of the Russian head of state. 
The Kremlin press service earlier reported that the Russian and German leaders planned to 
discuss pressing global issues, including the situation in Syria, Libya and the escalation in the 
Middle East after the US airstrike at Baghdad airport on January 3. Putin and Merkel also 
discussed agreed to hold a bilateral meeting during the Normandy Four summit in Paris. 
According to the German government, during the meeting, Putin and Merkel are expected 
to discuss pressing international issues, including the situation in Syria, Libya and the ag-
gravation of the situation in the Middle East in the wake of the January 3 US airstrike. 

US, China agree to resolve 
disputes

NEW YORK/BEIJING

The United States and China have agreed 
to hold semi-annual talks aimed at push-
ing for reforms in both countries and re-
solving disputes. The negotiations will be 
announced on Jan. 15 as part of the sign-
ing of a Phase 1 trade deal between the 
U.S. and China, but will be separate from 
any second-phase trade negotiations, the 
Journal reported, adding the effort will 
be lead by U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin and Chinese Vice Premier Liu 
He.

The two sides have been undergoing a 
trade war for well over a year. Treasury 
officials were not immediately available 
to confirm the report. The talks would 
revive a practice begun under former 
President George W. Bush as a way for 
the world’s two largest economic powers 
to discuss a wide array of topics and try 
to resolve disputes.

It was continued under President 
Barack Obama as the Strategic & 
Economic Dialogue, and initially fol-
lowed by President Donald Trump. The 
first round of what the Trump admin-
istration renamed the Comprehensive 
Economic Dialogue was held in July, 

2017.
But the regular sessions, sprawling af-

fairs often criticized as heavy on process 
and light on tangible outcomes, were 
abandoned as the Trump administration 
moved towards a more confrontational 
approach to China that relied on the use 
of import tariffs to pressure the country 
into economic concessions.


