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The task of the 
government is not 
only to pour honey 
into a cup, but 
sometimes to give 
bitter medicine

Russian President Vladimir Putin

PM to visit 
Bahrain, 

Malaysia and 
Switzerland 
this month

Agri sector top priority

Vast potential for Pak-Russia 
trade, investment expansion: PM
PM resolves to open new chapter of Pak-Russia friendship

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Imran Khan says uplift 
of agriculture sector especially introduc-
ing latest technology in it and providing 
every possible facility to the farmers is 
the foremost priority of the government. 
Talking to Chief of Asian Development 
Bank for Rural Development and Food 
Security Dr Akmal Siddiq here on 
Wednesday, he said agriculture is the 
backbone of the country’s economy.

The Prime Minister said practical steps 
are being taken to enhance agriculture 
yield. Apart from enhancing the produc-
tion of major crops such as wheat, cotton, 
rice through use of latest techniques and 
technology, the government is also giv-
ing emphasis on fisheries and other such 
important sectors.  Imran Khan said the 
government is also determined to benefit 
from the Chinese expertise in the agricul-
ture sector.

Prime Minister Imran Khan has un-
derlined Pakistan’s commitment to 
commence a new phase in relationship 
with Russia. He was talking to Russian 
Federation Minister for Trade and 
Industry Denis Manturov who called on 
him here on Wednesday.

Noting positive developments in Pak-
Russia relations, the Prime Minister 
expressed the hope that the two sides 

would further enhance cooperation in 
the fields of energy, oil and gas, mineral 
sector, metallurgy, railways, aviation, IT, 
agriculture and education.

He highlighted the improved macro-
economic stability and business climate 
and Ease of Doing Business in Pakistan 
and noted that there were vast oppor-
tunities that the Russian companies 
could utilize for enhanced trade and 
investment.

Imran Khan recalled his extensive in-
teraction with President Putin on the 
sidelines of the SCO Council of Heads 
of State in Bishkek in June this year, in 
which the two leaders had a fruitful ex-
change of views. He hoped that President 

Putin would visit Pakistan at his earli-
est convenience. The Russian Minister 
conveyed special greetings of President 
Putin, which were warmly reciprocated 
by the Prime Minister.

Minister Manturov briefed the Prime 
Minister on the range of subjects 
discussed during the 6th session of 
Pakistan-Russia Intergovernmental 
Commission held earlier during the day. 
He affirmed Russia’s desire for stronger 
ties with Pakistan and agreed that vast 
potential existed for enhancing bilateral 
cooperation in energy, aviation, industry, 
railways and agriculture sectors. During 
the meeting, the importance of leader-
ship exchanges was emphasized. 

Multibillion-dollar

Russia, Pak ink trade, 
investment deal
Russian SSJ-100 planes to 
be leased out to Pakistan

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan and Russia have signed their 
largest-ever deal worth billions of dollars 
for expanding trade and business ties, 
Pakistani officials have announced. Russian 
Minister of Industry and Trade Denis 
Manturov is leading a 64-member delega-
tion on an official four-day visit to Pakistan, 
and the deal includes huge investments in 
energy, rail and steel industries.

According to the agreement, Russia 
will provide financial assistance worth 
$1 billion for the rehabilitation and 
upgrading of the Pakistan Steel Mills 
(PSM) project. Russian Sukhoi Superjet 
100 (SSJ-100) planes will be supplied on 
both wet and dry lease with an option to 
purchase, according to Pakistani officials. 
The narrow-bodied aircraft with a dual-
class cabin is capable of transporting 100 
passengers over regional routes.

The two sides also discussed invest-
ments in the much-delayed North-South 
gas pipeline.

Russian companies are expected to 

build a gas pipeline from Karachi in 
the south to Lahore in the north-east to 
transport imported natural gas to meet 
the region’s energy demands. Earlier 
this year, Russia promised a $14 billion 
investment in Pakistan’s energy sector, 
including $2.5 billion for the North-South 
pipeline project.

A Russian company has developed a 
project to convert the Muzaffargarh ther-
mal power station to coal and establish a 
600-megawatt coal-fired power plant at 
Jamshoro. Islamabad, which purchased 
MI-35 helicopters in 2018, is interested 
in other Russian hardware as well. 

CPFTA –II 
offers more 
opportunities for 
Pakistan
China-Pakistan Free Trade 
Agreement Phase-II came 
into effect on Dec 1

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

China will provide more opportuni-
ties for Pakistani competitive goods 
to access the Chinese market under 
the China-Pakistan Free Trade 
Agreement Phase-II came into force 
on December 1. CPFTA Phase-II is 
a critical initiative to strengthen 
trade liberalization and deepen the 
all-weather strategic partnership 
between Pakistan and China. It will 
provide more opportunities for 
Pakistani competitive goods to access 
the Chinese market and the bilateral 
trade between two countries will be 
developed in a more balanced way, Dr 
Wang Zhihua, Minister Counsellor in 
the Economic and Commercial Office 
of the Chinese Embassy in Pakistan 
told China Economic Net here on 
Wednesday.

CPFTA Phase-II came into force 
on December 1, 2019, under which 
the tariff concession on goods will 
be implemented from January 1, 
2020. Elaborating on the new stage 
of China-Pakistan bilateral trade 
relations, he said that China Pakistan 
Free Trade Agreement is the first 
FTA China signed with a South Asian 
country. Since its implementation 
in 2007, the bilateral trade volume 
soared from USD4 billion to USD15.6 
billion, and the export volume from 
Pakistan to China rose from USD575 
million to USD1.85 billion in FY2019, 

COAS meets UK 
HC, Russian 
trade minister
Russian minister, COAS agree to 
enhance bilateral ties

RAWALPINDI

The British High Commissioner to Pakistan, Dr Christian 
Turner, on Wednesday called on Army Chief General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa here at the General Headquarters, 
the military’s media wing said in a statement. According 
to the director-general of the Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR), Major General Asif Ghafoor, Gen Bajwa 
welcomed him to Pakistan and wished him well for the 
assignment. During the meeting matters of mutual in-
terests were discussed.

The Chief of the Army Staff (COAS) expressed well 
wishes for Dr Turner on his assignment here in 
Pakistan, the ISPR said. Separately, the Army chief 
also met the Russian Federation’s minister of industry 
and trade, Denis Valentinovich Manturov, and the two 
talked matters of mutual interest during the meeting. 
Gen Bajwa and Manturov reiterated the wish to further 
bolster bilateral relations for peace and stability, as well 
as for economic prosperity in the region, the ISPR said.

Earlier today, the Russian minister had said it was 
willing to expand cooperation with Pakistan on mul-
tiple fronts, including industrial sector, agriculture, 
energy, medicine, and railways. Manturov made the 
remarks during the sixth meeting of Pakistan-Russia 
Inter-governmental Commission on Trade, Economic, 
Scientific Technical Cooperation at the Foreign Office 
in Islamabad.

Minister of Industry and Trade of Russian Federation, 
Denis Valentinovich Manturov called on Chief of Army 
Staff (COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa at General 
Headquarters in Rawalpindi, said Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR). According to military’s media wing, 
matters of mutual interest, regional situation and other 
issues were came under discussion in the meeting. Both 
the leaders reiterated the desire to further enhance bi-
lateral relations for peace, stability and economic pros-
perity of the region, read the statement.

Minister for Industry & Trade of Russian Federation H.E Mr. Denis V Manturov along with delegation called on Prime Minister Imran Khan in Islamabad on Wednesday. 
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Global Markets

Stocks edge higher as 
trade deadline nears

NEW YORK/SHANGHAI/SINGAPORE

Global equity markets rose on 
Wednesday as investors expected U.S. 
President Donald Trump would delay his 
promised new tariffs on Chinese goods, 
while oil prices fell after data showed an 
unexpected rise in U.S. crude inventories. 
Gold rose and the U.S. dollar traded near 
break-even against a basket of major cur-
rencies ahead of central bank meetings 
in the United States and Europe, a gen-
eral election in Britain and a December 
15 deadline for the new round of U.S. 
tariffs.

US Treasury yields drifted lower, 
weighed by uncertainty over the UK 
election on Thursday, which could de-
termine the fate of Britain’s exit from 
the European Union. Paramount in inves-
tors’ minds was the looming US deadline 
on tariffs, with no immediate clarity on 
what the decision will be. The 17-month 
trade war has roiled capital markets 
and crimped global growth, noticeably 
in China.

The market’s waiting for Godot, waiting 
on the tariffs, said Tim Ghriskey, chief in-
vestment strategist at Inverness Counsel 
in New York. The White House’s top eco-
nomic and trade advisers are expected 
to meet in coming days with Trump over 

the decision, a source said. Confidence 
is growing as Sunday approaches that 
Trump will do something to keep the 
trade talks on track, which has increased 
risk-on sentiment in the market, Ghriskey 
said.

US inflation 
firms in Nov

WASHINGTON/NEW YORK

The United States consumer prices increased solidly in 
November, which together with labor market strength 
could support the Federal Reserve’s intention not to cut 
interest rates again in the near term after reducing bor-
rowing costs three times this year.

The report from the Labor Department on Wednesday 
also showed underlying inflation firming last month. It 
came as Fed officials were due to conclude a two-day 
policy meeting. The US central bank is expected to keep 
rates on hold. It signaled a pause in October in the easing 
cycle that started in July when it cut rates for the first time 
since 2008. There are not worrisome deflation undercur-
rents in this economy and Fed officials do not need to cut 
interest rates further to boost economic demand,” said 
Chris Rupkey, chief economist at MUFG in New York. 

PM takes notice of Lahore PIC incident  
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan has taken notice of incident at Punjab 
Institute of Cardiology in Lahore. He has sought report from Chief Secretary and 
Inspector General Police of Punjab in this regard.  Meanwhile, Special Assistant 
to Prime Minister on Information and Broadcasting Dr. Firdous Ashiq Awan says 
those taking law into hands will be brought to justice. In a series of tweets on 
Wednesday, she said torturing provincial minister Fayyaz ul Hassan Chohan, strife, 
vandalism and harassing poor patients and their attendants is condemnable and 
regrettable. Dr. Firdous Ashiq Awan said lawlessness cannot be tolerated at all. 
She said those wearing uniform of law must abide by it. She said Prime Minister 
Imran Khan has taken notice of lawyers’ attack on Institute of Cardiology and has 
sought report from Chief Secretary and IG regarding the incident. 

US likely to 
delay Dec 15 
tariffs: China

WASHINGTON/BEIJING

Chinese officials expect United States 
President Donald Trump to delay 
a threatened tariff increase set for 
Sunday, giving more time to negotiate 
an interim trade deal that both sides 
continue to insist is close to fruition 
despite a series of missed deadlines, 
according to people familiar with the 
discussions.

The two sides, staying in almost 
daily contact, have also come closer 
to an agreement on scaling back the 
tariffs already in place. But rather 
than removing or rolling back exist-
ing levies, the focus has been on 
reducing the rate of the tariffs already 
in effect, according to officials and 
other people familiar with the talks.

The Trump administration has so 
far sent conflicting signals on their 
willingness to agree to a delay. Late 
on Tuesday, White House Trade 
Adviser Peter Navarro said he had no 
evidence that the tariffs set to take 
effect on Sunday on a list, comprising 
some US$160 billion (S$217.5 bil-
lion) of imports from China including 
consumer items like smartphones 
and toys, won’t take effect.



Violence against healthcare practitioners

R apidly increasing population and lack 
of public sector healthcare facilities 
have transformed the healthcare sec-
tor to a commercial entity. This sector 
has now been changed into a major 

industry with more focus on commercialization 
rather than a service. 

The relations among the healthcare practitioners, 
pharmaceutical industries and the patients has adopted 
the shape of producers and consumers, therefore, 
their interaction is also like a business deal. The grow-
ing trend of violence perpetrated by the patients and 
their relatives in healthcare setting is due to social, psy-
chological, managerial, financial, administrative and 
cultural factors. 

Majority of the population in Pakistan lives in 
the villages or has rural background. In some 
areas there are strong social values and beliefs 
about the observance of veil by the female mem-
bers of their society. They come to the hospitals 
for the examination or medical checkup or treat-
ment from the female doctors but sometimes 
the male doctors treat these females. When this 
comes into the knowledge of the relatives of the 
patients they become violent.

The lack of communication between the doctors 
and patients and their attendants leads to com-

munication gap. Due to this gap the patients and 
attendants are not aware of the clear situation of 
the patient. The doctors should also periodically 
update the relatives about the patient’s condition. 
When the relatives are abruptly informed about 
something big, this results in the violent behavior 
of the relatives.

Some people come to the doctors with belief that 
their patient will get well after the treatment and 
the doctors also do not clear the position of the 
patient to the relatives. When the results are op-
posite and against the expectation of the patient 
or relatives then they get violent and the situation 
deteriorates. The doctors check the patients up 
to their satisfaction and prescribe treatment or 
medicines. The doctors do not involve the satisfac-
tion of the patients and their relatives. This makes 
them annoyed and results in violence. Sometimes 
doctors do not involve patients and his relatives 
about important decisions.

When the results are negative then the patients 
and their relatives become violent. The patients 
come to the hospitals with a view to get proper 
treatment but when they are not treated well due 
to lack of facilities they become annoyed and cre-
ate violence. In some hospitals the arrangements 
are not in order and the relatives or attendants 
find it difficult to manage all requirements de-
manded by the hospital. When the attendants 
are exhausted then they become annoyed. Lack 
of coordination among different sections of a hos-
pital also exhausts the attendants and results in 
violence.

Lengthy admission and treatment procedure 
are also a cause of violence against the health-

care centers. Due to shortage of staff in some 
hospitals, the patients have to wait for long for 
treatment and tests.

This is also a reason for aggression. Sometime 
the patients are treated by trainees at a time when 
there is a need of a specialist doctor. Sometimes 
doctors prescribe wrong medicines. In some cases 
the patient is treated by a doctor that has negative 
image in the society. All such cases need strict 
monitoring and accountability system the failure 
of which results in hostility. Most of the hospitals 
lack boundary walls as these are in open places 
like in villages. So they can easily be targeted by 
violent crowds.

Majority of the hospitals lack liaison or coun-
seling officers for counseling of the patients. In 
the absence of such officers the bad conditions 
get worst. Although the government has set up 
consumer courts but very few people know about 
these courts. Similarly some governments like 
Punjab have set up Punjab healthcare Commission 
to redress the patients but awareness is very low 
about it. 

The affected patients do not know where to 
plead the case when they are disappointed then 
they take revenge by themselves. The above men-
tioned facts are few causes of violent behavior 
against the healthcare practitioners. For the elimi-
nation of this violent culture there is a need of 
in-depth research in this sector and strict imple-
mentations of the results.

Writer is an experienced analyst and researcher 
with long career. hkhanw@gmail.com

Today in Hist    ry

Scientists to harness sun to 
break down plastic

SINGAPORE

Scientists said Wednesday they have 
come up with an environmentally-friendly 
method that uses artificial sunlight to 
transform plastic into power-generating 
chemicals, as countries worldwide battle 
to reduce waste.

Huge quantities of plastic have piled up 
on land and been dumped in the sea across 
the world, with Asian nations in particu-
lar facing criticism for failing to tackle the 
problem. Researchers in Singapore say 
they have converted plastic into “formic 
acid”, which can be used in power plants 
to generate electricity, by using a catalyst 
which neither damages the environment 
nor costs a lot of money.

In lab experiments, researchers from the 
city’s Nanyang Technological University 
mixed plastic with chemicals to form a so-
lution, which could then be broken down 
by artificial sunlight. The plastic was bro-
ken down in six days, and scientists hope 
the process can be carried out in future 
under real sunlight.

We’re hoping to turn this into a fully 
renewable process that’s carbon neutral. 

Other methods of recycling plastic typically 
require it to be melted down using fossil 
fuels, which produce climate-damaging 
greenhouse gases. But so far only tiny 
amounts of plastic have been converted 
into formic acid, and Soo conceded there 
are challenges to replicating the process 
on a bigger scale. More manpower and 
funding were needed to develop it, and so 
far scientists had tested it only on pieces of 
pure plastic, and not waste.
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Anti-Muslim bill

I ndian lawmakers approved the controversial Citizenship Amendment Bill 
in the lower house of parliament on Tuesday which have sparked protests 
in India and other countries. The bill that will give Indian citizenship to 
immigrants from three neighboring countries but not if they are Muslim. 
The bill will fast-track citizenship for religious minorities, including Hindus, 

Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and Christians, from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and 
Pakistan. Indian opposition parties has criticized the proposed law as unconstitu-
tional as it bases citizenship on a person’s religion and would further marginalize 
India’s 200-million strong Muslim community.

The bill’s passage in the lower house has also drawn widespread opposition and 
protests in the northeastern states but for different reasons. It is another example 
of how Modi and his BJP party have pushed an agenda of Hindu nationalism onto 
secular India, a country of 1.3 billion people, at the expense of the Muslim popu-
lation. In August, the Indian government stripped the majority-Muslim state of 
Jammu and Kashmir of its autonomous status, essentially giving New Delhi more 
control over the region’s affairs. India’s claims that the citizenship law aims to 
protect religious minorities “rings hollow” because it excludes Muslim minorities.

Hundreds of troops were deployed in northeast India on Wednesday as demon-
strators went on the rampage in protest at new citizenship legislation expected 
to pass the upper house of parliament. Besides stoking concern among Muslims, 
the proposed changes have also led to demonstrations in the northeastern 
states where residents are unhappy about an influx of Hindus from neighbor-
ing Bangladesh who stand to gain citizenship under the Citizenship Amendment 
Bill. In a third day of protests in the far-flung region, several hundred troops were 
deployed in Tripura state and others were on standby in Assam.

Police fired tear gas in different parts of Guwahati, Assam’s biggest city, as 
several thousand demonstrators attempted to barge past security barriers to 
converge on the adjoining state capital Dispur. The Indian government is wreck-
ing and demolishing India’s secular constitution to advance Modi’s “Hindutva 
agenda”. Several cities perceived to have Islamic-sounding names have been 
renamed, while some school textbooks have been altered to downplay Muslims’ 
contributions to India. The Indian government is creating legal grounds to strip 
millions of Muslims of the fundamental right of equal access to citizenship. The 
world bodies should take notice of these grave human rights violations by the 
Indian government.

Achievements in games

T he 10-day long 13th South Asian Games ended on Tuesday at 
Katmandu in Nepal with wonderful performance from countries of 
the region. Pakistan stood 4th in the games with 31 gold, 41 silver 
and 59 bronze medal totaling 132. Pakistani players participated in 
almost all the sport events including squash, weightlifting, wrestling, 

handball , tennis , boxing, javelin, athletes  and bagged gold, silver of  bronze 
medals.   The games brought another good news for Pakistan as it  will host the 
14th South Asian Games in 2021.

This was announced by South Asian Olympic Committee meeting held in 
Kathmandu which confirmed the hosting rights to Pakistan. The performance 
of Pakistani players was very good and it is all due to their hard training and dedi-
cation. This performance can be further enhanced by long term planning at the 
grass root level. First of all the selection of the players should be purely on merit. 
The selection process can be made more transparent by arranging sports com-
petition at the tehsil level with a view to choose the players for national teams.

After these competitions the players should be screened a the district and pro-
vincial level and then national level teams should be formed. There is a need to 
hunt the hidden talent in the far flung areas of the country. Mostly the selection is 
made in the big cities where the players of the far flung areas are ignored.  After 
the selection the players should be provided ample opportunities for training 
through highly qualified professionals.

TAT Special

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Kenyan independence

Kit, Rose together for Ist time
LONDON

Kit Harington and wife Rose Leslie made a rare public 
appearance together Tuesday, stepping out to attend 
the MS Society’s Carols by Candlelight at St. Boltolph-
Without-Bishopsgate Church here. Harington, 32, wore 
a black jacket with navy blue scarf while Leslie, 32, bun-
dled up in a multi-colored coat for the event.

The outing marked the first time the couple has been 
photographed together in almost six months. Earlier this 
year, Harington’s rep confirmed to PEOPLE that ahead of 
the series finale of Game of Thrones, the actor decided 
to utilize this break in his schedule as an opportunity to 
spend some time at a wellness retreat to work on some 
personal issues.

A source previously PEOPLE that Harington struggled 
with his status as an A-list star after shooting to fame on 
the beloved fantasy series. For 10 years, Kit was almost 
interchangeable with Jon Snow, and fully inhabited this 
intense character, the source said. The role and espe-
cially the level of fame he was thrust into was a lot for 
someone so young and just out of drama school.

Harington was spotted out and about in North London 
in June. Later that month, a source told PEOPLE the 
Death and Life of John F. Donovan star had been spend-
ing quality time with Leslie following his treatment. The 
source noted that the couple, who have been married 
for more than a year, “were together in England for their 
wedding anniversary” on June 23. The duo famously 
portrayed star-crossed lovers on the Emmy-winning 
HBO series.

On December 12 in 1963 Kenya obtained its inde-
pendence from Great Britain.Under British rule 
since the late 19th century, Kenya officially became 
a British colony in 1920. The colonial administra-
tion opposed African demands for a greater role in 

the political process, and it was not until 1944 that an African 
was included in the colony’s legislature. Disputes over land 
and cultural traditions continued, however, and the movement 
against colonial rule grew, culminating in the Mau Mau uprisings 
in the 1950s, during which the country was plunged into a state 
of emergency through most of the decade. Africans gained some 
social and economic concessions as a result of the uprisings, 
and African political participation increased in the early 1960s. 
Kenya gained independence on Dec. 12, 1963, and became a 
republic a year later, with Jomo Kenyatta as its president.

Kenya, country in East Africa famed for its scenic landscapes 
and vast wildlife preserves. Its Indian Ocean coast provided 
historically important ports by which goods from Arabian 
and Asian traders have entered the continent for many centu-
ries. Along that coast, which holds some of the finest beaches 
in Africa, are predominantly Muslim Swahili cities such as 
Mombasa, a historic centre that has contributed much to the 
musical and culinary heritage of the country. Inland are popu-
lous highlands famed for both their tea plantations, an economic 
staple during the British colonial era, and their variety of animal 
species, including lions, elephants, cheetahs, rhinoceroses, and 
hippopotamuses. Kenya’s western provinces, marked by lakes 
and rivers, are forested, while a small portion of the north is 
desert and semi desert. The country’s diverse wildlife and pano-
ramic geography draw large numbers of European and North 
American visitors, and tourism is an important contributor to 
Kenya’s economy.

Govt must convene APC on Kashmir issue: Mushaal 
  ZEESHAN ALI
ISLAMABAD

The Government of Pakistan should consider call-
ing an All Parties Conference on Kashmir issue and 
try to formulate a 5-year Kashmir policy to keep 
this issue alive at national and international forums. 
This was said by Mushaal Hussein Malik, wife of 
Kashmiri separatist leader Yasin Malik while speak-
ing as chief guest at an event organized by Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry ICCI to observe 
the International Human Rights Day on the theme 
of “Human Rights Violations in Kashmir”. She said 
that the current government has made great efforts 
on Kashmir cause and added that Prime Minister 
should call once a week meeting on Kashmir issue 
where all stakeholders should be invited to conduct 
dialogue on this burning issue. She said that the mo-
mentum on Kashmir issue should always be kept 
alive to sensitize people on the gravity of this issue. 
She said that the economic prosperity of this region 

was linked with Kashmir issue and she appealed 
to the business community to use its influence to 
highlight this issue at every forum. She also briefed 
the participants about ongoing atrocities by India in 
Occupied Kashmir. 

MNAs Ms. Syma Nadeem, Ms. Kanwal Shauzab and 
Senators Ms. Seemi Ezdi and Mian Attique highlighted 
the efforts of government and parliament to raise 
Kashmir issue at national and international levels. 
They said that Prime Minister while addressing UN 
General Assembly session highlighted Kashmir issue 
most effectively and held 70 meetings on Kashmir 
during his 5 days stay in USA. They said that with 
the efforts of Pakistan, Kashmir issue was discussed 
for the first time in the parliaments of UK, USA, Africa 
and other countries. They said that government was 
working to file a petition against Narindra Modi in 
International Court of Justice for committing human 
rights violations in Occupied Kashmir. 

Muhammad Ahmed Waheed, President, Islamabad 

Chamber of Commerce & Industry speaking at the 
occasion urged upon the international community to 
play role for stopping the blatant human rights vio-
lations by India in Occupied Kashmir.  He said that 
India had scrapped the special status of Occupied 
Kashmir on August 5, 2019 by revoking Article 370 
and since then Kashmiris have been facing worst kind 
of human rights violations.  He said that world should 
raise voice against Indian atrocities in IHK and play 
role for grant of right of self-determination to them 
in accordance with the UNSC resolution. 

Tahir Abbasi Senior Vice President and Saif ur 
Rahman Khan Vice President ICCI said that Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah had rightly termed 
Kashmir as jugular vein of Pakistan and reiterated 
that business community of Pakistan would continue 
to provide moral and political support to Kashmiris 
till they get freedom from India. Ms. Amna Malik, 
Master of Ceremony dilated upon the human rights 
violations and their impact on the society.
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ص گرفتار 	 

� 	�  جا�� 

	
كسٹمر �وس كو 24 ہزار مرتبہ �ل كر�

۔       ر    م   ل    ار    وس   24  ن  دارا   71  ا او        
ام    ف ورزي   ا ے   ’    ان   ۔    71    ‘ ڈي ڈي آ ل  آر  ر  ر  ل    2       
ل    وه  وس   ۔        ا او   ن  ر   ر  ن د  ان    ام     ،      ا
رروا     وع       ن      ۔   ه ان   اور   وس        اور ان         

۔ ت    ر  ز   ے  اد   و   دو ر     ا     اس 

۔       ٓ               ٓ            ٤٠٧،٤٠٨   ٓ      ǌ           ٓ         ٓ    

ں  رت  ر وا  ں    ر  رت  
ات     ا   

ام  ر ا ن  5 ا   د ا  دار  ں   ر آزاد و  ( د (اے   م آ ا
رت  ار د      ف ورزي  ا   وا  ا اور  ا    ا
ات   ں   ا    رت  ر وا  ں    ر   
ز   ي  ا ٹ آف  پ     ا ر ور ي   ۔ وه 
ك  ن  ب  ر  ۔ ر   ه ا روزه  ر      م  ز ا
رت    آر A-35 اور 370   اور  ر  دوران     
ر  ں و   اس  ر آزاد  ۔ ه   ات    و    اس  
وش  ز  ا   ي  ا ٹ آف   ذر    ا    ا
ں     ام  ا ي  م      ۔     ا ا  
م  ن  ڈ)  ل (ر ، وا ا و ه    ، ر  ڈا   ۔   زور د
ب  ل    رف  ري اور    م،   ،      ا  
ه،   ء و ا ر   ن،   ان،   اج  ا ر   ا ۔

اد    ۔ ي  ز     اور ر
د ر و  رو    

۔   د   ر اور  رو     ر)    د (  م آ ا
ے  ن  وزارت ر ف   رزاق  RUBIAN ا      
ر   ري  ق  ت      ا ل  آ  ڈا  د  دو     
ت و  ادارے     ن   ر ا  ۔   ا و
د    از درا   د  دي       ا  ن   دا ڈو
۔ ر   ري  ق  ں  ا د ں اور  ر ت    ان  ي  ا  ن   ڈو

ر     ل آ  ن   ج   ك 
ي ت    و آ 

ر    آ  ل آ  ن   ج   ك   ( ي  (اے   راو
(آ ا  آر)   ت  ج    ك  ي  دي  ۔ ت    و
ي      ر  راو ھ  ڈي  آ ا  آر   ل آ   
ت  و ي  دي   ۔آ  ت      و   آ 

۔ ور روا   ر   ڈي  آ ا  آر   ل آ 
ك   ادي   ل ڈا   ر ر ا ا    ا

ك  ن   ، ، ر    ، ا ر   
ك  ا   ادي   ل ڈا   ر ر ا ا    ) ا د  (اے   م آ ا
ر  ر   ا ا      د  ا ا اور  ر    
ك    ن  ۔  وغ    ون   اج    ي ا ں    ل دو
ر  ا    ، ا در  ں   ي دي اور  ار    ن   ز   
ا  ر   ا    ، ا ز  دوره  ك     رڈ اور  ي ڈا ن   
ن    ز  ۔  ل ا   دوره  ن  آرڈي   اور ر  ي  ا
ر  ۔ ورت  زور د ں   و م    روا اور   ر اور ا ي   
۔ وغ   ون    اج   دو  ي ا ں  ا   اس دورے  دو ا
ري ر 129و روز   ه  ر     

ار  ه  ر   ھ   129و روز       ( ا  (اے  
ر  ل  ر ں     ں    ا  ر   و  وادي  اور
ں  وس      د 144    ۔    ر
ر  و  ن  ي    ت   ا اور ر       ،  
ف   و  ج  ۔ د  ح   ي  ت ز       
ا    ل اور د و ور   ۔  گ ا  ں        
ر  اور  گ    رٹ   آر  ۔ ا ں      ر   
ر     اور           5ا  
ز  ۔ در ا  ري ر   ل   ر    ف ا  و   ا م   ا
ا ذرا   م  راد       ي  اور    ا ا ا
ح ا     ر  ے           و  
ر  “     آزادي “  ا     ر ر  راد    ۔ ا
و  ن  ب      ا اور   ر   ان  ا   
ں  ۔ ا ت    اد   ا  ش     وا ا غ    ذرا ا
ف 6  ں  ں      ا           
ر    ره    ا     وه ا  ر ں    ب  ۔ ا د
ر ا اداروں  روا   ا  ا ا ر ي       ا  
ي        ري  ں    ا      ۔ ا
رات  ا   ں      ،   ا رات ادار    ، ا
ل   ر ں    رت     ۔ ا رات         ا
۔ ا ر  ر ڈا   ا         اس و     آ
 ، ں  ا  ا  ھ   ر  ڈ دي زون  روز ر ا

ر م   ا
ا     ( اري  (  دي را ن ا   ( د (اے   م آ ا
ر   ار  زا  روز دي زون  ا  50 ه  وا ر ا   
م   ر   ۔   ا ار ا ارا     ،  زون 2  ں  ا  ا 
وع   م  ا  ڑ     ا    اے     اس زون  ا
ں  ں  دوران   ار ا ارا    ۔    زون  ا   
ے  ، دو وه ر    159 ا ۔ 702 ا  ا زون    ڈو   
ر    ڈو  ے   264 ا اور 76 ا ارا    ،   279 ا
ں اورا   ، ، آ  ا  ا ا ا ۔ اس زون  ا   
م     ر  ں   ،   و  اورد   راك  
ا  دي زون   و  ۔ ر ا ت   دي    اوران   
 ، رٹ   65 ں   اس    ا ا  رو ڈا  ا
،  وے 5   15   ، ے  25 ، ر رٹ 65  ڈرا 

۔ وے    اور

ري دي    اد   وغ   دس  ڈا  ا ر ا     ا    زر   ا
ن     زر      ان  ا  ر )وز د (  م آ ا
ا    روں      ا اور  رف  اس    
راك     د  د  اور  م آ ھ  روز ا ۔  او  
ں  اه ڈا ا      ا  ا    
ا    زر  ۔وز ي  ھ      زرا     ر
ں اور    ۔   ر  ت   ا اوار    ا
اوار  ا   ں   ي  ول   س'  م'  ل  ذر  ا
ان  ۔  ں    دے ر  وري اور ا د ا  وه   
ده      رت  ا ن     زر    
اه   راك     ا     ۔ د  اور  م 
ں   ۔ ا رے   ا  زر   ا       وز
ر ا       ا    زر   ا
ں    اس   ري دي  ا اد   وغ   دس  ڈا  ا
ك  ر   ۔ ا       وع  ل  ه  رآ آ  
ا    وڑ ڈا     15 ن  م    ي     
ر  ر ے    ل   ں      ۔ ا ر  ر     
ا  زر      ۔ وز ر  ا   ز رف  زرا 

۔ م  اد     ا    ا

وف     ڈ   وز   رو   ن  ان    ا وز
   د  ر         ر  ت، 

م 
وف  رت و  ڈ  ا  ر  وز  ن  رو  ان  ا   وز
ن  روس    ان  ا  ۔ اس   وز ت   ں  ھ    
ر    ۔ رو وز   ده  م  ا ت    د   ن  
ا     ا   اور وز م وز د    ر   

ن 2019ء    ا  او    ا   ۔ وز   ادا 
ا د  ت   ر    ا  س     ن   ا ا
ں      ۔ ا ر         اس   رو 
ت   ن اور روس    ۔  ن  دوره   ر      
ں  ن      دو ان  ا  ا د  وز ں    
 ، زي، آ  ا   ، ، ر ں   ن     ، ،  و  ا  

ن  ں   ۔ ا ون   و د  ں   زرا اور   
ن  ں  رو ڈا     ري آ رو ي اور  ل   ري  رو  
ن اور روس   ا     ۔ وز ل    ر و ا   
۔  د  ت  وغ  و ا ں   ري  را رت اور   ن  در
ك روس  ن   روز  وا   ان  ا  وف  وز رو وز 
ا   وا  ں   س  دوران    ا   ا

ت   ن   روس   ں   ۔ ا ه  رے  آ ات   ا
 ، ا ں   ق   دو ت  ا ا اور اس  م  د     
ا داري  و  ں  دو  ، ر اور زرا   زي،  ا 
دت   ں    ت  دوران دو ۔  ر  ر  د  
ل 2020ء  ه  ن    وه آ ان  ا  ۔ وز ورت  زور د  ں   د

۔  دوران ا دوره روس   

ر   ت،  د  ا ي     آر   
ي  دوره  وو   ا  راو وچ  رت ڈ و  رو وز  و

ن   اف)  ا  دي  ه  ) د  آ م  ا
ي   وا  ں   ذ دار ا  ل   
اور  ي  دوره   ا  راو ڈا      
ت  ه   و  ل  اه  ج   ك 
ر   آ  ل  آر   ا   آ  ۔ڈي  
ڈا   ه   و  ل    آر  
ن  ي    ر  اور  آ   ش    
ر  ا ت  ا ں   ان     ذ دار
د  ت    ن  ؤں  در ں ر ۔دو
آ  ي   ۔دو ل   د  ر    ا  
ن  دورے   ن    ا  آر  
وچ  و  ڈ  رت  وز  و آ  رو 
ں  ا ں  دوره   ي   راو ا   وو   
۔اس  ت  ه   و  ل    آر  
اور  ل    د  ر   ا د   ت   

۔ آ  ق   ا د   و  ت     
ا  ت  دوران    ا  آر   

ر   ري  دي     ا اور  م  وا
۔ ده   ا م  

د ر آ ت   د  ا ں   ن     روس  
ف    رت ڈ وي  ا  و دت روس  وز دا اوررو و   س، و   ون   ا ، و  رت ،  ا  ن اورروس   ا  

ں     ن اورروس  دو ( د (اے   م آ ا
وغ  ں  ري  رو ں اور  ون ،را ن  ں  در
ده 440  ڈا     رت   ك روس دو  د اور
ن  ت  ۔   ر م  ا ا      
، و  رت ،  ا  اورروس   ا  
س   و   س    ۔  ا ون   ا
دت روس   دا اوررو و   ر دي ا دت و وز ا
۔  و   ف   رت ڈ وي  ا  و وز
ا ،   رت ،  ر ، وزارت  ن ، د  ر ڈو دي ا ي ا
ت ،  ي ،  و ا اوار ،   چ ،  و  ر ا ر ڈ 
ن  و ڈو ے ،  رڈ ، ر ري  رڈ آف ر ،   رل  زي ،  ا 

دا   ۔و وز ے   ن    ور ڈو اور 
دي اور  ن      ا ء   س   ا
ه    ت اوراس      اور   آ ا
ات اور  آ ، رے   آ ر   ت     
ں  رو و   ا اور    ۔ ا ري  ا 
ذ ،    رو   ب  ام   و آ ا ا 
ري  و  رت اور   اف    ں ا ت اور دو  ا
ا  ں   د  ں   ں  ۔ دو ه  ت  آ ا
ے ، زرا اور  و  اوار ، ر رٹ ،  و  ا رت ،   ،
س  ۔ا ل  د  ت   ون  ا     
ت   ن ا     ا ري    روس   

ؤ      ر  ۔ رو و   ر    
ن   ول اور آ   س   ۔ ا ر  ي د  ا  
ت   ي      ر  ات   آ ء  روس   د ا
ن  ں  در ں     س    دو ۔ ا
ك روس  وغ د اور ں  ري  رو ں اور  ون و را
ده 440  ڈا    ا    رت   دو 
ں         ۔دو ر م  ا    
ده    ں   ري  رو ون  ذر  ده  ده  ز ز
ن    روڈ    ق  ۔ رو و      ا
ري   ن    ں   ت دي  رو   د  د ا
س   ن و  ا ۔ ا   ش      را 

ن روس    اور    
ه  د  ر  ت    
ت   ن    اس  ۔
اف    روس  ا   ا
ن   ون   م    
ن   . د ر     
ا  ري   ون اور    ، 
ر   ت    ور ا    
ح   ا   اس    
م  ر    ري  ت   

۔ ر 

ل د  ل  ر دي        ، ر وز 
د    ادري   ت      ر    ي  م 

دي   د  اور ان   ه  ر  ) وز  ض (اے   ر
ت  ض   ھ  ر ا    ن      
و    ں   ، ت  دو   ت  دوران  ۔ 
ں  ۔دو ل   د  ر   ا ا ل اور ا  و  ا ر
وغ اور  ون   ت  دو   ا   ر   وزرا 
۔  ق  ري ر  ا ورت  م      ا و ا
ر    دي وزارت  ھ   د   ه  ر  از وز 
م   ب    دي  ر  ر اور وزارت  دي وز 
د    ه  ر  ت  دوران وز  ۔ م  ان  
ل   ر زه   ں و    دي      ا 

ں  ه  80    ر  ن   و ه      آ
ن  د  ا  و ں     ۔ا ه      
ي   ر  ت    ا     ر  ذرا 
ں  د       ه  ۔ ق   دي ا   
ت       ر  و    م،  و   
ں  ۔اس   دو ف د ر  ص  ا   ادري، 
وغ اور  ون   ت  دو   ا   ر   وزرا 
۔وز  ق  ري ر  ا ورت  م      ا و ا
‘  ا  ر  ’وز  دي وزارت  د   ه  ر 

۔ ات   

یں: صدرعارف علوی بھارت میں مسلمانوں سمیت تمام اقلیتیں غیر محفوظ 
  د ز   ں          ى    رٹ      ر  ،   ر م  وہ          ر       ڑ    ر   ں    ن  و رت 

ي      رف  ر  ڈا   ( د ۔ 11 د (اے   م آ ا
ر  دي     اور  ں  د  م   ج اور  ك 
    ، وغ   ل          ر
م ا  ں   رت    ، ر  ں   ڈ رت 
وں  ذر    رت    ، آزاد    ظ   
ت   ۔ان  ن    ا       اس     
۔  ب    ي      ھ   ں   ر ا ا
رت     ن   وں   ر     ان 
ان    اور  رے  وں      ۔ ان    
ده  ن  ز ۔ د         رت  ن  
رت   ا  ن  ں    ا ۔ ا رت    
ں     اور   آزادا  ۔ ا ش   رت     
ن   آ  ۔   آزادي اور  وغ   وغ   
م   اور د   ں  زور د  وه   ا ں   ۔ ا  
ں    آ     ۔ ا رت   ن     

دار ادا   ں اور         ن   ز
ں   ا  ھ     ں    وادي  ۔ ا
ه  ۔ وادي  ل  رت     ر و اور  ن  ۔ 
ار    ر    ۔15-2014ء  15  ر  د     آ
ں   م   ج اور  ك  ن      ں     
۔ اس  دي     ، د  ي آ  ل   ر ر 
ر د  ن   ح   ل د   22     رواں 
ں    ۔ ا ا  ن    ا  آ  ۔اس  د  
ر    ول    ں   ں   م   آزاد   
۔ ان   ر  وں   ام ا  ي  ۔  ر  ڑے  ڑ 
ڑ    ر  ں   ن   و رت  ۔  ل     
ں   م   رت  آ ۔  م ر  ر    وه   
رٹ  ر   ۔  خ  ۔    37 اے   ر  
رت  ا  ۔ اب  د  ں  ز ي       
ك  ه   اور  ام  ت ا ا ۔  ا ر   ن  ا 

ں       ۔ ا ف ورزي  وں   رت  
ت  ذرا  ا ں  ۔ و ن  در  ر  ں   رت   
ي  ں          آ   دو  
وں   رت   ان  ں   را آزاد    ف 
ت  ں    وز ا  ڈ ا   ۔ ا    
ں اور  ا  ، م   ن  ذر ر     ذر  
ل   ں     ۔ ا ر  ت  ا ر   ا ا ا  
ح    ، ا  ن  دوره  ادي اور ان  ا   ي   
ں   رت   ا آ ن   ن آ اور    
ي  ن اور  ۔  ل    ن    ح اب  د ،ا 
ل      ر ۔ اس  ن    ر  ں  در   
ن رو   ں     ۔ ا ا  ن    ا 
ر  ڈا  ا ا ۔ اس   و وز  ن   راه  
ل   ل  اور  آر  ڈا   

۔ ب  ن    ل  
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ي ري    ا      ں  دوران  ه   اے ڈي   آ
ء     ت ا    و اور  ا ۔  ر  ي  ري    ز    ا    دو ارب ڈا ں  دوران  ا   ا  
ن  ا   ۔  ت  دوران  ن    ب  د    وز  ا م آ ھ ا ا    ا        LIEPACH ل وار ڈا 
ه   ں   وع   وا  و   ا       س   ۔ ا د  MS.XIAOHONG YANG  اس    ي ڈا   

۔ ں       س        ان  ه ا ن  ن اور   در ا ڈو ه  آ  س  اس  ۔ ا
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Kashmir under siege

Pak, KSA to make joint 
efforts for regional peace
Foreign Minister Qureshi discusses Kashmir issue with Saudi counterpart  

RIYADH

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi has said oppressed people 
of Kashmir are looking towards 
the international community, espe-
cially the Muslim Ummah, to get rid 
of Indian brutalities. Talking to his 
Saudi Counterpart Faisal bin Farhan 
bin Abdullah here on Wednesday, 
he said India has put eight million 
people of Occupied Kashmir under 
siege for last four months.

He said India has put a com-
plete communication blackout 
in Occupied Kashmir to hide the 
reality from eyes of the world. He 
said that there is a complete sus-
pension of fundamental human 
rights in Occupied Kashmir. They 
exchanged views on situation in 
Occupied Kashmir and matters of 
regional and international impor-
tance. The two sides expressed the 
resolve to continue consultation to 
enhance bilateral cooperation in di-
verse fields and to promote regional 
peace and stability.

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi on Wednesday met with 
his Saudi counterpart and apprised 
him about the situation in Indian 

occupied Kashmir (Iok). He said 
India has put 8 million people of 
occupied Kashmir under siege for 
the last four months. FM Qureshi 
said that the oppressed people of 
Kashmir are looking towards the 
international community, especially 
the Muslim Ummah, to get rid of 
Indian brutalities.

India has put a complete com-
munication blackout in Occupied 
Kashmir to hide the reality from the 

eyes of the world. There is a com-
plete suspension of fundamental 
human rights in Occupied Kashmir, 
he added. Both leaders discussed 
matters of regional and interna-
tional importance.

The two sides expressed the re-
solve to continue consultation to 
enhance bilateral cooperation in di-
verse fields and to promote regional 
peace and stability. Foreign Minister 
Shah Mehmood Qureshi arrived in 

Saudi Arabia yesterday, on a day-
long visit. During the visit, the for-
eign minister will hold meetings 
with the leadership of Saudi Arabia.

Earlier, Foreign Minister Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi has arrived in 
Saudi Arabia on a one-day visit. 
According to the foreign office, the 
FM Qureshi during his brief visit will 
hold meetings with his Saudi coun-
terpart as well as other important 
leaders.

India has put 
a complete 

communication 
blackout in 

Occupied 
Kashmir to 

hide the reality 
from the eyes 

of the world: FM 
Qureshi

President Dr. Arif Alvi addressing the Photography Exhibition organized by Special Communications Organization in Islamabad on Wednesday. 
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ADB to invest $2b in 
energy sector in 3 years

  OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

Asian Development Bank (ADB) has 
planned to invest $2 billion in the 
energy sector of Pakistan during the 
coming three years. This was stated 
by a high-level ADB team headed by 
Director General for Central and West 
Asia Department, Werner Liepach 
which called on Federal Minister for 
Power Omar Ayub Khan and Special 
Assistant to PM on Petroleum Nadeem 
Babar here on Wednesday.

The meeting took stock of ADB funded 
projects in the energy sector and it was 
decided that a comprehensive portfolio 
review meeting will be held by the end 
of this month between Power Division 
and ADB to steer the projects to their 
logical culmination. It was also agreed 
that all efforts by both sides will be 
made to ensure maximum transparency 
during the execution of projects. During 
the meeting, the ADB showed interest 

in facilitating technical studies for the 
gas storage facility in Pakistan.

The ADB team was apprised of ap-
proval of New Renewable Energy Policy 
which will be placed before the Council 
of Common Interest (CCI) in its sched-
uled meeting by the end of this month. 
The team was briefed regarding vari-
ous steps taken by the Power Division 
to boost the efficiency of the system and 
campaign against power theft.

The circular debt capping plan is 
also being variously perused and im-
plemented by the Power Division re-
sulting in a considerable reduction in 
its growth from Rs.39 Billion a month 
to Rs. 12 Billion per month, meeting 
informed. The ADB team expressed 
satisfaction over the step taken by the 
power division and terms the efforts a 
positive for the sector growth. Country 
Director ADB in Pakistan, Xiaohong 
Yang was also present during the 
meeting

Raising $150b

EU trumpets 
Green Deal

BRUSSELS

The European Union’s new executive 
was set to launch a Green Deal policy 
package to tackle climate change on 
Wednesday, trumpeting the plan to 
raise €100 billion (S$150 billion) for 
the initiative as the bloc’s man on the 
moon moment. European Commission 
President Ursula Von der Leyen’s first 
major proposal since taking office on 
Dec 1 will commit the EU to achieving 
carbon neutrality by 2050. Her proposal 
will feed into a discussion on Thursday 
among leaders of member states, but is 
likely to run into resistance from coal-
dependent Poland, Hungary and the 
Czech Republic.

Today is the start of a journey. But this 
is Europe’s man on the moon moment, 
von der Leyen told journalists before 
taking her climate pitch to the European 
Parliament. The European Green Deal 
is very ambitious, but it will also be 
very careful in assessing the impact and 
every single step we’re taking, she said. 
Global concern about climate change 
has mounted in recent months after 
heatwaves, droughts and wildfires that 
scientists say have been exacerbated by 
rising temperatures.

Teenage climate activist Greta 
Thunberg has triggered a global youth-
led protest movement against world 
leaders over their perceived inaction on 
climate change. At a UN climate summit 
in Madrid, Thunberg accused political 
and business leaders on Wednesday 
of looking for loopholes to polish their 
image over the fight for the climate.

Oil falls as US crude stocks jump
LONDON/ NEW YORK/SINGAPORE

Oil prices fell on Wednesday after indus-
try data showed an unexpected build-up 
of US crude inventories and as investors 
waited to see if a fresh round of tariffs 
by Washington on Chinese goods would 
come into force on Sunday. Brent futures 
LCOc1 fell 34 cents to $64 per barrel by 
1430 GMT.

West Texas Intermediate crude CLc1 
slipped 21 cents to $59.03 a barrel. US 
crude stocks clocked a surprise rise in 
the most recent week while gasoline and 
distillate inventories also rose, data from 
industry group the American Petroleum 
Institute shows. Crude inventories rose 
by 1.4 million barrels in the week to 
December 6 to 447 million. Analysts were 
expecting a fall of 2.8 million barrels.

US-China trade tensions continue to 
cloud the outlook for demand, with a Dec. 
15 deadline for the next round of US tar-
iffs on Chinese imports approaching. The 
post-OPEC bullish jolt is all but a distant 
memory, said PVM oil market analysts, 
referring to a decision last week by OPEC 
and allied oil producers led by Russia to 
deepen supply cuts amid a weak outlook 
for oil demand growth next year.

Oil prices have struggled for traction 
this week as demand concerns returned 
to the fore... The cautionary mood is likely 
to prevail as investors await fresh cues on 
the trade front. On the supply side, the US 
is on track to become a net exporter of 
crude and fuel for the first time since re-
cords began on an annual basis in 2020, 
the EIA said, due to a production surge 
that has dramatically reduced its depend-
ence on foreign oil.

Also adding to global supply, US pro-

ducers Exxon Mobil Corp (XOM.N) and 
Hess Corp (HES.N) plan to export the 
first shipments of crude from Guyana 
between January and February, sources 
said. Aramco (2222.SE), Saudi Arabia’s 
national oil company, listed on the do-
mestic stock exchange on Wednesday, 
with shares surging the maximum per-
mitted 10% above their IPO price in a 
move hailed by the government as a vin-
dication of its towering $2 trillion valua-

tion of the state oil company.
Elsewhere, Venezuela’s crude output in 

November jumped more than 20% from 
October to the highest level since the US 
tightened sanctions on state oil com-
pany PDVSA in August, two people with 
knowledge of PDVSA data said this week. 
Investors are also eyeing other major 
events this week, including the UK’s gen-
eral election on Thursday and U.S. and 
European Central Bank meetings.

Polio Eradication

Japan provides $4.5m grant

  SOHAIL BUTT
ISLAMABAD

The Government of Japan provides US$ 
4.5 million grant aid to support the supply 
of the essential oral polio vaccine. This vac-
cine will enable the programme to reach 
more than 20 million under five children in 
Pakistan during vaccination drives planned 
from December 2019 to November 2020. 
The notes of the grant were signed and ex-
changed today between the Government 
of Japan, Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) and the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in the pres-
ence of Dr. Zafar Mirza, Special Assistant 
to the Prime Minister for National Health 
Services, Regulations and Coordination 
including officials and dignitaries.

This grant worth US$ 4.5 million, will 
be used for procurement of Oral Polio 
Vaccine. A total of 22.69 million doses will 

be procured under this grant which will 
support in vaccination of an estimated 20 
million children for case/event response 
or mop-up activities. This will enable the 
programme to continue its efforts for clos-
ing immunity gaps among children under 
five years old. Pakistan is currently facing a 
challenging situation in polio eradication. 
However, the Government is committed 
to making all-out efforts to ensure all chil-
dren receive the essential vaccine.

It is a topmost priority of the Government 
of Pakistan to make Pakistan polio-free, 
said Dr. Zafar Mirza during the signing 
ceremony. Continuous Support from the 
Government of Japan and partners will 
help us to maintain high-quality cam-
paigns and reach every child in Pakistan 
with this essential polio vaccine, he con-
tinued while expressing his gratitude to 
the Government Japan and other partners.

Citizenship Amendment Bill

US panel for sanctions 
against Indian ministers

NEW YORK

The US Commission on International 
Religious Freedom (USCIRF) has rec-
ommended the United States to weigh 
sanctions against India’s Home Minister 
Amit Shah and other principal leader-
ship, if the south Asian nation adopts 
legislation to exclude Muslims from 
a path to citizenship for religious mi-
norities from its neighbours through 
passage of the Citizenship Amendment 
Bill (CAB). If the CAB passes in both 
houses of parliament, the United States 
government should consider sanctions 
against the Home Minister and other 
principal leadership,” the panel said in 
a statement, referring to the Citizenship 
Amendment Bill (CAB).

The U.S. Commission said, The CAB is 
a dangerous turn in the wrong direc-
tion; it runs counter to India’s rich his-
tory of secular pluralism and the Indian 
Constitution, which guarantees equality 
before the law regardless of faith. The 
statement noted that CAB was originally 
introduced by Shah in the Lok Sabha 
and was deeply troubled by its religion 
criterion, a reference to the proposed 
exclusion of Muslim undocumented mi-
grants from being granted citizenship. 
In this respect, the USCIRF said CAB 
“enshrines a pathway to citizenship for 
immigrants that specifically excludes 
Muslims, setting a legal criterion for 
citizenship based on religion”.

It feared that in conjunction with the 
ongoing National Register of Citizens 
(NRC) process in Assam and the na-
tionwide NRC that the Home Minister 
seeks to propose, the Indian govern-
ment is creating a religious test for 
Indian citizenship that would strip 

millions of Muslims of citizenship. The 
Lok Sabha had first passed the CAB in 
January 2019, but due to protests, the 
government withdrew it before it could 
be voted on by the Rajya Sabha. The BJP 
included the passage of the CAB as part 
of its manifesto released ahead of its 
overwhelming electoral victory in May 
2019, it noted.

The panel is a bipartisan body that 
makes foreign policy recommendations 
to the U.S. leadership.

The USCIRF consists of appointees 
by US President Donald Trump and 
majority and minority leaders of both 
Houses of US Congress. Shah is a close 
associate of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, whose Hindu nationalist-led 
government is seen by critics as push-
ing an agenda that undermines the 
secular foundations of India’s democ-
racy. On Tuesday, parliament’s lower 
house approved the measure covering 
citizenship for non-Muslim minori-
ties, specifically Buddhists, Christians, 
Hindus, Jains, Parsis and Sikhs, who fled 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan 
before 2015.

The bill has prompted criticism at 
home and abroad, as it marks the first 
time India is weighing religion in grant-
ing citizenship, although it must first 
pass the upper house of parliament, 
where Modi’s party lacks a majority. The 
measure goes against India’s constitu-
tion, which guarantees legal equality to 
people of all faiths, the US Commission 
on International Religious Freedom 
said. India’s foreign ministry called the 
panel’s statement inaccurate, saying the 
bill sought to help persecuted religious 
minorities already in the country.

ISLAMABAD: Yusuke Shindo, Chargé d’ Affaires ad interim of Japan to 

Pakistan, and Aida Girma, UNICEF Representative in Pakistan signed 

documents of new US$ 4.5 million Japanese grant to procure Oral 

Polio Vaccine for polio eradication program in Pakistan. Photo: INP




