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China is ready to pursue 
cooperation of various 

forms with other countries 
in international production 

capacity and equipment 
manufacturing to 

synergize our respective 
strengths and promote 

each other’s development 

Chinese President

Xi Jinping

Putin, MBS discuss oil output cut

Ready to help UAE in COVID-19 
fight: China

The Asian Telegraph
  ISLAMABAD

Director-General (DG) Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR) Major-General Babar Iftikhar 
on Saturday morning said that Indian troops 
had resorted to unprovoked ceasefire violations 
along the Line of Control (LoC) during last 24 
hours using artillery and heavy mortars.  The inci-
dents took place in Sharda, Dhudnial and Shahkot 
Sectors along the LOC and the Indian troops de-
liberately targeted the civilian population in the 
area, the DG ISPR said.“Due to Indian Army’s 
indiscriminate fire of heavy weapons at Bessan 
Wali and Chhari villages, four innocent civilians, 
including a 15 year-old girl, sustained serious 
injuries,” he added.  “Two more civilians, includ-
ing an 18 year-old girl, also sustained serious 
injuries in another incident and were evacuated 
to nearby health facilities for necessary medical 
care,” the DG ISPR said. “Pakistan Army troops 
responded effectively with matching calibre, and 
targeted those Indian Army posts which initiated 
fire,” he added.According to the ISPR, the Indian 
Army has so far this year committed 708 cease-
fire violations along the LoC in which 2 Pakistanis 
have embraced martyrdom while another 42 have 
sustained injuries.  Pakistan Army had shot down 
an Indian quadcopter on Thursday that violated 
the Pakistani airspace in Sankh Sector along the 
Line of Control (LoC), the ISPR said.“In this pro-
vocative act, Indian quadcopter intruded 600 
meters inside Pakistan’s territory for conducting 
surveillance,” the military’s media wing said in 
a statement. “This blatant act was aggressively 
responded to by Pakistan Army troops shooting 
down Indian quadcopter. Such unwarranted acts 
by Indian Army are clear violation of established 
norms,” it added.

US: Crude oil output to fall 2-3M bpd this year

WASHINGTON/LONDON
The U.S.’ crude oil production could de-

cline by 2-3 million barrels per day (bpd) 
this year, according to the country’s en-
ergy minister. The impact of coronavirus 
on world economies has been “devas-
tating” and its effects on global energy 
markets have been “dramatic,” causing a 
massive decline in crude oil demand, Dan 
Brouillette said Friday in his remarks at 
G20 extraordinary energy ministers meet-
ing. “We must stabilize world energy mar-
kets by putting an end to this dangerous 
price decline,” he said.Brouillette urged all 
nations to seriously examine what can be 

done to correct the supply-demand imbal-
ance in the global oil market, and called for 
all countries “to use every means at their 
disposal to help reduce the surplus.”  He 
said the U.S. could open up its strategic 
petroleum reserves to store as much oil 
as possible in order to take surplus off the 
market since commercial oil storages are 
filling up around the world due to glut of oil 
supply.The U.S., which became the world’s 
largest crude producer in November 2018 
after surpassing Saudi Arabia and Russia, 
also estimates a decline in its crude out-
put in 2020, according to Brouillette. “By 
the end of this year, U.S. production will 

see a reduction of nearly 2 million bpd. 
Some models show even more dramatic 
figures, for example, up to 3 million bpd,” 
he said.Led by Saudi Arabia, 13 members 
of OPEC and 10 oil producing countries of 
non-OPEC including Russia agreed early 
Friday to curb their total oil production 
by 10 million bpd from May 1 to June 30. 
Saudi Arabia and Russia failed to reach a 
production curb agreement on March 6, 
and ignited a price war to prevent losing 
market share to the U.S., but crude prices 
declined to their lowest levels since 2002 
due to oversupply and coronavirus-related 
low oil demand.

MOSCOW/RIYADH
Russian President Vladimir Putin has 

discussed the question of cutting oil out-
put with Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince 
Mohammad Bin Salman Al Saud in a tel-
ephone conversation, the Kremlin press 
service reported. “The questions were 
discussed connected with talks in the 
OPEC+ framework regarding cutting oil 
output,” the press service said. The sides 
also agreed to continue Russian-Saudi 
contacts on this issue. OPEC+ countries 
have agreed to cut oil output by 10 mil-
lion barrels per day in May-June. Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said that Putin 
positively assessed the agreements on oil 
output in the OPEC+ framework. “The is-
sues related to the OPEC+ talks on reducing 
oil production were discussed,” the Kremlin 
said in a statement. The two leaders agreed 
to continue talks on the subject, it added.
Russian President Vladimir Putin positively 
assesses agreements on oil in the OPEC+ 

format, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
told reporters. The Kremlin welcomes 
Mexico’s accession to the outcome docu-
ment, which will have a positive impact on 
the global market. “President Putin very 
positively assesses the agreed document, 
which became a compromise of 22 coun-
tries that took part in [the negotiations],” 
the Kremlin official said. He stressed that 
Moscow also positively assesses the “con-
structive position taken by the Mexican 
side.”“Now we can talk about a compro-
mise of all 23 participating countries, we 
are convinced that this will have a positive 
effect, a stabilizing impact on world en-
ergy markets,” Kremlin spokesman said. 
Peskov underscored the position of the 
twenty-third country - Mexico, which later 
also joined the agreement. “The Pesident 
positively takes the document, especially 
after the constructive position taken by 
the Mexican side,” Peskov said.“We wel-
come this position and believe that now 

we can talk about a compromise of all 23 
participating countries. We are convinced 
that this will have a positive effect, a sta-
bilizing effect on world energy markets,” 
the Kremlin spokesman said. “We are 
convinced that the agreed document will 
have a very positive impact on international 
markets, which will only increase after the 
accession of Mexico,” the spokesman for 
the Russian leader said. The Kremlin repre-
sentative also drew attention to the fact that 
Russian Energy Minister Alexander Novak 
continues to work with colleagues from the 
G20 countries. He expects this topic to be 
“a strong priority in the coming days and in 
the short term.”Speaking about the reduc-
tion of US oil production, Peskov recalled 
that “there are legislative restrictions for the 
United States to participate in such interac-
tion formats. “But, of course, in this case a 
general decline in production is inevitable 
for all countries amid a global drop in oil 
demand,” the Kremlin representative said. 

SBP incentives to keep business
afloat & prevent unemployment: PM

ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Imran Khan Saturday refer-
ring to Governor State Bank of Pakistan’s 
(SBP) ‘Refinance scheme to incentivize busi-
nesses’, said that it was part of the govern-
ment’s policy of balancing between protect-
ing people through a targeted lockdown and 
ensuring that the vulnerable and needy were 
provided for. In a series of tweets, the prime 
minister further expressed the confidence 
that the SBP’s initiatives during the COV-
ID19 situation would help keep businesses 
afloat and prevent massive unemployment. 
“Today SBP has announced incentives for 
businesses as part of our policy of balanc-
ing between protecting people through a 
targeted lockdown & ensuring the vulner-
able & needy are provided for. The Ehsaas 

emergency cash prog (programme) is un-
derway & we are seeking to offer business 
incentives,” he tweeted. The prime minister 
said that besides, tax refunds, they had de-
cided to open up the construction sector.
 The agriculture sector was already opened. 
He also tagged a video clip of Governor State 
Bank of Pakistan Dr Reza Baqir making an-
nouncement about ‘Refinance scheme to 
incentivize businesses not to lay off their 
workers during COVID 29 pandemic’. “With 
tax refunds & opening up the construction 
sector while keeping agri sector open. SBP’s 
initiatives for businesses during the COVID19 
will help keep businesses afloat & prevent 
massive unemployment,” the prime minis-
ter further posted on his twitter account.
Prime Minister Imran Khan has approved 

to hold open kutcheries to solve public is-
sues due to novel coronavirus, Dunya News 
reported on Saturday. According to details, 
the premier has approved the standard op-
erating procedures (SOPs) of 24 depart-
ments under ten federal ministries. The 
Prime Minister’s Performance Delivery Unit 
(PMDU) has issued directives to the con-
cerned authorities. Imran Khan has directed 
the PMDU to monitor all open kutcheries. 
Online kutcheries will be allowed for the 
time being in the wake of coronavirus while 
social media, radio, local cable network and 
video conference will also be used. Next 
plan of action will be determined after May 
1 by analyzing the coronavirus situation. 
Open kutcheries will work on permanent 
basis to provide immediate relief to people. 

No shortage of 
testing kits, machines: 
Chairman NDMA

KARACHI
Chairman National Disaster 

Management Authority (NDMA) Lt 
General Muhammad Afzal on Saturday 
has said that there is no shortfall of cor-
onavirus testing kits and machines in 
Pakistan.  Addressing media after re-
ceiving medical equipment and goods 
from Chengdu, China at Islamabad 
International Airport along with 
Minister of State for Climate Change 
Zartaj Gul, he said it was invalid to 
narrate that existing number of tests 
conducted were less than the demand 
or capacity. He said that Pakistan pos-
sesses testing facility up to 75 days at 
the moment and the authorities are 
working to enhance the number.He 
said Chief of Army Staff General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa has also provided 11 labo-
ratories for the tests of the coronavirus 
patients. “All patients with symptoms 
are being tested for the pandemic and 
the claim of conducting less tests is 
not true.” “The NDMA is delivering 
equipment to all provinces with the 
help of the Pakistan Army. The sup-
plies from China will also be provided 
to all provinces.“Apparatus has been 
delivered at all hospitals of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and will be provided to 
Punjab by tomorrow. Provincial funds 
are not being used by the NDMA to buy 
equipment.” 

ISLAMABAD
Special Assistant to the Prime Minister 

on Poverty Alleviation Dr. Sania Nishtar 
has asked all deserving people who are 
sending SMS on 8171 for coronavirus relief 
grant not to rush for payment before the 
final response of payment date. She said, 
after scrutiny and confirmation of eligibil-
ity, the deserving person receives the mes-
sage with date of payment from 8171. The 
Special Assistant said payment of 12000 
rupees can be received from ATM, desig-
nated centers and points all across Pakistan. 
Taking to the micro-blogging website 
Twitter, Sania Nishtar said that some place 
in the country have reported long queues 
outside designated relief coronavirus relief 
centers but that does not diminish most 
of the places that have not reported such 
hassle.The Tweet read: “Yes, there are long 
queues in some places but you must note 
that in majority of cases, things are orderly 
and #EhsaasEmergencyCash handout of 
Rs. 12,000 is being given to hundreds of 
thousands of people in a single day. God be 
praised!” The disbursement of cash assis-
tance to deserving families under Ehsaas 
Emergency Cash Programme got underway 
across the country on April 9. As many as 

62,750,461 people have sent SMS to be-
come beneficiaries of Ehsaas Emergency 
Cash Program till Saturday morning. This 
was shared by the Prime Minister’s Special 
Assistant on Social Protection and Poverty 
Alleviation, Dr. Sania Nishtar through a 
tweet.“Till Saturday morning, we have 
received sixty million, twenty seven lac, 
fifty thousand, four hundred and sixty one 
(62,750,461) SMS through the people from 
different areas under Ehsaas Emergency 
Cash Programme”, Dr. Nishtar said. The 
daily wagers and piece rate workers, badly 
affected due to the lockdown amid prevail-

ing Coronavirus health crisis in the country, 
could send their Computerized National 
Identity Cards numbers through SMS at 
8171 to check their eligibility for becom-
ing beneficiaries of Ehsaas Emergency Cash 
Programme. It is pertinent to mention here 
that Ehsaas Emergency Cash Program in-
tends to benefit 12 million families by 
providing them financial assistance of Rs 
12,000 each and the total budget approved 
for this initiative is Rs 144 billion. The pay-
ment process under this programme was 
started simultaneously across the country 
from Thursday.

Ehsaas Emergency Cash Programme receives 
over 62,750,461 SMS
Relief grant can be received from ATM, designated centers, points: Sania

BEIJING
China stands ready to provide as 

much assistance as its capacity allows 
for the United Arab Emirates (UAE)’s 
fight against COVID-19, Chinese State 
Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi told his UAE counterpart, Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, in a 
phone call. Noting that China and 
the UAE are comprehensive strategic 
partners and have always trusted, sup-
ported and helped each other, Wang 
said that during the most difficult pe-
riod in China’s fight against the COVID-
19 epidemic, the UAE expressed its 
sympathies and gave a helping hand.
The UAE’s iconic landmark Burj Khalifa 
in Dubai was lit up in the colors of 
China’s national flag, and illuminated 
with slogans in Chinese reading “Come 
on, Wuhan.” Crown Prince of Abu 
Dhabi Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan also mourned “citizens 
and brave medical staff who lost their 

lives” in China’s fight against COVID-
19 on his official Twitter account. 
These acts of kindness, Wang said, 
have demonstrated the UAE people’s 
sincere feelings towards the Chinese 
people, for which the Chinese side ex-
presses its appreciation and gratitude.
As the pandemic is spreading around 
the globe and when the UAE also faces 
rigorous challenges, China, he added, 
stands ready to provide as much help 
as it can to the UAE’s fight against the 
outbreak, and will assist and facili-
tate its procurement and shipment of 
medical supplies from China, as well 
as share experience in preventing and 
controlling COVID-19. Noting that 
the UAE is the country with the larg-
est number of Chinese citizens in the 
Gulf region of the Middle East, Wang 
expressed gratitude for the UAE’s ef-
forts to ensure the health and safety 
of Chinese citizens in the country since 
the COVID-19 outbreak, adding that he 

hopes that the UAE will continue pro-
viding necessary support and conveni-
ence to them.Wang said the virus is a 
common enemy for humankind, and 
that China, as the first country to re-
port the novel coronavirus epidemic, 
has been sharing information and 
carrying out cooperation in epidemic 
control with the international com-
munity in an open, transparent and 
responsible manner since the onset of 
the outbreak, and has made important 
contributions to stemming the virus’s 
worldwide spread. Some attempts re-
cently to blame and stigmatize China 
are disgraceful, Wang said, adding that 
China appreciates the UAE’s objective 
and fair stance on the issue. A friend 
in need is a friend indeed, Wang said, 
adding China and the UAE will stand 
together firmly to defeat the pandemic 
and that the severe test of COVID-19 
will further consolidate the friendship 
between the two countries. 

Indian aggression at LOC 
injures six civilians 
seriously: DG ISPR

Prime Minister Khan approves holding of open kutcheries to solve public issues
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Bringing Pakistanis
Back

Families of Pakistanis stranded at different airports of the world 
due to flight operation suspension in result of global lockdown 
have been worried about their loved ones. Feeling the pangs 
of pain of the people, the government of Pakistan Tehrik e 
Insaf (PTI) is paying a special attention towards this issue and 
making all out efforts to bring back Pakistanis to home. In this 
regard, the national flag carrier has been allowed to arrange 
special flights to bring back Pakistanis from different countries. 
It is welcoming step by the government because over 1,600 

stranded Pakistanis have been lifted via nine flights, around the world. Of the 
total returnees, 101 citizens returned to their homeland from the United Arab 
Emirates on March 24, while another 40 citizens flew back from Qatar via a 
private airline’s flight on the same day. 170 Pakistanis arrived from Thailand 
on March 28. A Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) special flight brought back 
194 Pakistanis from Turkey on April 3, whereas another 131 Pakistanis arrived 
from Tajikistan and Uzbekistan on April 6. 136 citizens flew back from Iraq on 
April 8 and 126 from Azerbaijan on April 11. Another 200 Pakistanis arrived 
from Malaysia on the same date. Moreover, the government is also making all 
necessary arrangements to bring back all Pakistanis overseas to the country..  
Special protocols and standard operating procedures (SOPs) have been made 
through which nine flights have managed to bring back stranded Pakistani 
nationals from aboard. Pakistan’s ambassadors and consulates abroad are 
extending every possible assistance to the country’s citizens by providing 
them accommodation, food and meeting their needs. In this regard the govern-
ment planned to run special flights for this purpose adding we would reach 
out to every stranded citizen of this country. A special committee had been 
constituted under the convenership of minister for SAFRON Shehryar Afridi 
to oversee the facilitation for all stranded Pakistanis. 

Inter-Provincial harmony 
amid COVID-19

Every government around the world is dealing with the corona-
virus crisis. Every possible measure has been taken and more 
things are in pipeline. The deadly virus has put an abrupt bur-
den on the healthcare systems especially in developing coun-
tries. Pakistan is also facing this menace courageously. To deal 
with any such emergency there is always need of a cohesive 
approach. Initially we have seen some differences regarding 
lockdowns at provincial and federal levels but then things got 
settled. A strong provincial harmony is need of the time to 

defeat corona. Amid limited medicinal facilities and financial constraints coun-
try is fully aware to deal with current challenge. Financial constraints country 
is fully aware to deal with current challenge. Together we can accomplish all 
uphill tasks and the current task is not impossible to attain. Pakistan’s top civil 
and military leadership has been pushing for harmony and unity in the recent 
days in order to win the war against coronavirus. Truly, Very rarely a calamity 
has such a worldwide impact as we are witnessing today. Nations have to go 
through difficult times, but only with unanimity, they navigate through.  The 
same way currently, Pakistanis also need to stand united to fight this pandemic. 
We need passion, vision and steadfastness to go through this challenge which 
has engulfed the whole world.  Energies should not be wasted on Criticism and 
political differences. There will be many opportunities for all such things in 
future. Soon after the emergences of this virus in Pakistan, a national security 
meeting was held which was indeed an epitome of harmony and cohesive ap-
proach.  Eventually an environment of collaboration and unity among federal 
government, provincial governments as well as different political parties both 
on treasury and opposition benches has been developed. We are a resilient na-
tion. This is not the first time that we met any such challenge. We fought well 
in the past with many challenges and now it’s time to defeat coronavirus with 
utter unity and sincerity

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

India’s New Domicile LawIndia’s New Domicile Law

India’s brutalities in IOK have emerged as a 
well-known global reality. After the abro-
gation of Article 370,   Indian government 
once again has announced new laws for 
Indian occupied Kashmir which includes 
domicile rights for Indian citizens. This 
law will certainly alter the demographic 
status of the Muslim majority Himalayan 
region. Under this new law, those who have 

resided for a period of 15 years in Indian occupied 
Kashmir or are settled there for a period of seven 
years for studies and appeared in Class 10 or 12 
examinations in educational institutions located in 
the region are now entitled to become permanent 
residents. Those registered as migrants by the ter-
ritory’s Relief and Rehabilitation Commissioner are 
also eligible. Children of central government officials 
who have served in Jammu and Kashmir for a period 
of ten years are also entitled for the domicile. Indian 
government has authorized local revenue officials 
to start issuing the domicile certificates. Under the 
law Tehsildar within his territorial jurisdiction shall 
be capable authority for issuance of domicile cer-
tificate. Section 5A of the Act further stated that no 
person shall be entitled for engagement to a post 
carrying a pay scale for not more than level four 

unless he is a domicile of union territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir. The timing of announcing this law is 
also something which needs to be considered. The 
new domicile law is publicized as the region is under 
complete lockdown due to the coronavirus outbreak. 
This was indeed a deliberated effort by Indian gov-
ernment.  India is methodically paving the way for 
colonizers and colonialism in IOK. They are enforc-
ing forced demographic change in the valley. India is 
all set to institutionalize a system of dominance over 
indigenous populations and averting the people’s 
exercise of their right to self-determination. On the 
other hand Indian government has issued threats 
that who so ever will speak against the law he or 
she will be arrested. Given the enormous amount of 
oppression, including the large-scale imprisonment 
of Kashmiris and the restrictions to freedom of as-
sociation and expression, it becomes an urgent need 
that international community should intervene to 
settle the situation. Under Article 370, land and jobs 
in the region were strictly reserved for permanent 
residents, a term that under the new law has been 
changed to domiciles. Under the new law, primarily, 
only the lowly fourth class jobs were reserved for 
locals. In the intervening time, Indian government 
has also changed the name of Jammu & Kashmir 
Property Rights and renamed it Slum Dwellers Act 
by erasing orientations to permanent residents. 
This paved the way for non-local slum dwellers to 
attain property rights. Pakistan as always showed 
concerns over this new domicile law which is in-
deed another form of brutality by India. Pakistan 
Foreign Office spokesperson Aisha Farooqui said 
that six international human rights organisations 

in a joint statement recently underscored that 
measures to combat Covid-19 must respect human 
rights of every individual and urgently release all 
political prisoners, human rights defenders and all 
those arrested in Kashmir after August 5, 2019. The 
Independent Permanent Human Rights Commission, 
an advisory body of the Organization for Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) has also condemned India’s new 
domicile laws calling them draconian and a viola-
tion of international and humanitarian laws. Prime 
Minister Imran Khan has drawn the concentration of 
possible ethnic cleansing of Kashmiris in his policy 
statements and even in his speech at the UN General 
Assembly. He warned the world that BJP government 
is actually emulating the Israeli governments which 
established Jewish settlement in the areas under the 
jurisdiction of Palestinian Authority for the ethnic 
cleansing of Arabs in Palestine. The new domicile 
law for Indian occupied Kashmir is based on the 
philosophy of Hinuvta, which is indistinguishable 
with neo-Nazism. Kashmiri Hurriate leaders have 
also drawn attentions of the international commu-
nity and organizations to take notice of this ethnic 
cleansing in IOK. India is doing what all can be done 
to change the Muslim majority in IOK into minor-
ity but all efforts by India will go in vain. People of 
Jummu and Kashmir know the worth of freedom and 
their right of self-determination.

Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Alekseyevich Gagarin becomes 
the first human being to travel into space. During the 
flight, the 27-year-old test pilot and industrial techni-
cian also became the first man to orbit the planet, a 
feat accomplished by his space capsule in 89 minutes. 
Launched on April 12, 1961, Vostok 1, carrying cosmo-
naut Yury A. Gagarin, made a single orbit of Earth before 
reentry. The Vostok series included six launchings over a 
two-year period (1961–63). While the first flight lasted 
only 1 hour and 48 minutes, the second, Vostok 2 (Aug. 
6, 1961), remained in space more than 25 hours, mak-
ing 17 orbits around the Earth. The remaining Vostok 
missions were launched in pairs. Vostok 3 and Vostok 
4 were both launched on Aug. 11, 1962, and orbited in 
sight of each other. Vostok 3 set a new time record in 
space of 94 hours and traveled more than 1,600,000 
miles (2,560,000 km) in Earth orbit. The final two mis-
sions in the Vostok series included the participation of 
the first woman cosmonaut. Vostok 5 lifted off on June 
14, 1963, followed two days later by Vostok 6 carrying 
Valentina V. Tereshkova. These Vostok flights were nota-
ble in that the two spacecraft traveled so close together 
(at times only 3 miles [4.8 km] apart), setting the stage 
for future space dockings between orbiting vehicles. 
A chronology of spaceflights in the Vostok program is 
shown in the table.

April 12, 1961 - Soviet Union Yuri Gagarin Ist Man in Space

Disney+ sets another live-action remake with Robin Hood 

 DISNEY
“Robin Hood” is getting the live-action, hy-

brid treatment at Disney+, which is develop-
ing a remake of the 1976 animated classic with 
“Blindspotting” director Carlos López Estrada at 
the helm. Variety reported that the studio will 
bring Kari Granlund, who wrote Disney+’s live-
action “Lady and the Tramp” launch film, to write 
the screenplay. Justin Springer, who produced 
Disney’s “Dumbo” remake, will produce the 
“Robin Hood” remake. Like Disney’s “The Jungle 

Book” and “Dumbo” reboots, the upcoming “Robin 
Hood” film will mix CGI with live-action. The deals 
closed in early March. Additional details, such as 
casting or a potential release date, are undeter-
mined. Sources close to production confirmed 
the “Robin Hood” remake news to IndieWire. 
Estrada made his feature film directorial debut 
with “Blindspotting” in 2018, which was positively 
received by critics; IndieWire’s Eric Kohn praised 
the intense, Oakland-set buddy movie in his review. 
Estrada also directed an episode of FX’s “Legion” 

superhero series, as well as music videos for Billie 
Eilish and Carly Rae Jepsen. The “Robin Hood” re-
make will mark the latest in a long string of old 
Disney animated films that have been reimagined 
in live-action, or otherwise. It’s also one of Disney’s 
more high-profile film projects for its increasingly 
popular streaming service, which Disney recently 
reported had topped 50 million global subscrib-
ers. Though Disney+ launched with the live-action 
“The Lady and the Tramp” remake and has since 
released several original films, such as “Togo” and 
“Stargirl,” the platform is primarily known for its 
vast library content and popular television series. 
“Star Wars” spinoff “The Mandalorian” contin-
ues to be the streaming service’s most-discussed 
original project by a considerable margin, and 
upcoming Marvel Cinematic Universe shows like 
“The Falcon and the Winter Soldier,” “Loki,” and 
“WandaVision” are its most anticipated upcoming 
projects. The latter two are on hold amid the global 
shutdown. Disney+ is continuing to bulk up its film 
slate and has already announced several other 
movies, such as “Magic Camp,” “Flora & Ulysses,” 
and “Godmothered,” the latter of which is in post-
production. Disney will also release its upcoming 
“Artemis Fowl” film, based on the 2001 novel, di-
rectly on Disney+. The film was originally slated 
for a theatrical release but Disney decided to send 
it straight to streaming due to the ongoing global 
pandemic. Disney also recently pushed “Frozen 2” 
and Pixar title “Onward” onto its streaming service 

 NASA paints worrisome picture of 
Chernobyl wildfires

CALIFORNIA
The National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration satellite images have 
painted a worrisome picture  of 
Chernobyl wildfires and  Scientists 
have already raised concerns about the 
potential spread of radiation through 
smoke plumes. Forest fires have been 
burning near the site of the Chernobyl 
nuclear disaster since early April. 
NASA’s satellite eyes in space have 
been tracking the smoke plumes from 
the wildfires in the Ukraine. The im-
ages paint a worrisome picture. The 
1,000-square-mile (2,600-square-
kilometer) Chernobyl Exclusion Zone 
surrounds the nuclear power plant to 
restrict access to areas contaminated 
with radiation from the 1986 disaster. 
NASA’s Aqua satellite captured views of 
this region on April 8 and April 9 that 
show active fires and long swaths of 
smoke. “Fires in the exclusion zone are 
not uncommon, but the severity and in-
tensity of the fires has grown over the 
years as more forests and grasslands 
have recovered,” said NASA’s Earth 
Observatory in a release. NASA also 
shared an annotated version of one of 

the satellite images that shows the re-
cent fires in respect to Chernobyl and 
the border with Belarus.  Wildfires are 
bad enough, but the location of these 
fires make them particularly concern-
ing. A study on exclusion-zone fires 
that occurred in 2015 found that smoke 
plumes can carry radioactive particles 
far beyond the zone’s boundaries.   
Extreme wildfires have become a global 
phenomenon after destructive blazes 
burned through the US, Australia, the 
Amazon rainforest and even the Arctic 
over the past year.  Firefighters are 
working to stem the Chernobyl fires.

TOKYO

Researchers investigated the 
group of microorganisms classi-
fied as Asgard archaea, and found 
a protein in their membrane which 
acts as a miniature light-activated 
pump. The schizorhodopsin protein 
draws protons into the organisms’ 
body. This research could lead to 
new biomolecular tools to control 
the pH in cells or microorganisms, 
and possibly more. Asgard archaea 
are relatively new to science, but 
they are ancient and important to 
us in more ways than one. They are 
single-celled organisms and were 
originally found at the bottom of 
the ocean. Asgard archaea are what 
are known as a prokaryote, they do 
not have a cell nucleus, yet despite 
this, they are genetically close to 

single-celled organisms called eu-
karyotes which do contain a cell 
nucleus. They are like a modern 
analogue of an ancient common an-
cestor. The race is on to investigate 
these small but significant organ-
isms. Associate Professor Keiichi 
Inoue from the Institute for Solid 
State Physics at the University 
o f  To k yo ,  P ro fe s s o r  H i d e k i 
Kandori from Nagoya Institute of 
Technology and their team chose 
to study a feature of Asgard ar-
chaea that although not unique to 
them, is especially interesting in 
their case, and that is light-sen-
sitive or photoreceptive proteins 
called rhodopsins. The organisms 
live at the bottom of oceans and 
lakes so it’s surprising they need 
any kind of sensitivity to light. “We 

explored the molecular function 
of special rhodopsins in Asgard 
archaea called schizorhodopsins 
and found that they acted as light-
activated microscopic pumps,” ex-
plained Inoue. “Schizorhodopsin 
uses sunlight energy to take up a 
proton into the cell along a path-
way inside the protein.  Many 
prokaryotes such as bacteria and 
other archaea use rhodopsins to 
pump protons out, but we find this 
newly characterized form in Asgard 
archaea particularly interesting.” 
As the scale this function occurs 
on is nanoscopic, sophisticated 
measurement techniques with 
high sensitivity and high temporal 
resolution were required. Inoue, 
Kandori and their team used a 
method called laser flash photoly-

sis which uses pulsed laser light to 
stimulate reactions. Color change 
in the protein affected by laser 
light was monitored by sensitive 
sensors. These detected the pres-
ence and nature of the short-lived 
activation of schizorhodopsin. 
“These findings will help us better 
understand proton and other ion 
transport mechanisms. In addition, 
schizorhodopsin could be made 
into a useful molecular tool for re-
searchers,” commented Inoue. “For 
example in optogenetics, which is a 
new methodology to control vari-
ous cellular phenomena with light. 
Schizorhodopsins could also be 
used to control the pH inside cells 
or microorganisms with light, as 
pH can be altered by changing the 
proton concentration.”

Light driven proton pump in distant relative
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Sophie Turner talks playing 
a character with depression 

Northampton
In the new Quibi series Survive, Sophie 
Turner plays a woman who’s just left a men-
tal health rehab facility and is considering 
taking her own life. Her focus changes when 
her flight home crashes.“I tried to come at it 
from as truthful a point of view as I could, 
just from my past experiences,” Turner told 
Variety. “Without going into too much detail, 
I’ve definitely been where Jane has been. It 
wasn’t the biggest stretch for me, I suppose.” 
This time last year, the 24-year-old Game of 
Thrones alum revealed that she began strug-
gling with depression herself when she was 17. 
Much of it was brought on by criticism she re-
ceived about her looks and her performance on 
the HBO show, Turner told Dr. Phil on his Phil in 
the Blanks podcast. She said then that therapy 
and other treatment had helped. “I had no mo-
tivation to do anything or go out,” Turner told 
Dr. Phil. “Even with my best friends, I wouldn’t 
want to see them, I wouldn’t want to go out and 
eat with them. I just would cry and cry and cry 
over just getting changed and putting on clothes 
and be like, ‘I can’t do this. I can’t go outside. 

Meghan Markle offered £1m for 
disclosing quitting royal family’ 

London 
Meghan Markle could be about to drop a 
bombshell on the British Royal Family by 
granting a £1million (NZ$ 2.05 million) 
“tell-all” interview to a US TV network. 
Sources reveal the Duchess of Sussex has been 
offered the massive sum to dish the dirt on 
her and Prince Harry’s tumultuous split from 
the Royals. The stunning move would have 
echoes of Princess Diana’s infamous 1995 
warts-and-all interview with Martin Bashir 
about her failed marriage to Prince Charles. 
And it is understood that US telly powerhouse 
Oprah Winfrey is the favourite in the running 
to bag what could be the biggest interview of 
the decade. Meghan is in talks with several 
US TV networks about a “tell-all” interview, 
Daily Star reports. The interview, coming as it 
would once the coronavirus lockdown is over, 
is likely to be screened across the globe as 
millions tune to hear Meghan break her ¬si-
lence about the couple’s split from “the firm”. 
Meghan is believed to be “extremely serious” 
about trying to “win back the public” with the 
TV spectacular and Harry is said to be giving 
“serious consideration” to the proposal. 

Lovato, Reinhart Swear By 
60-Second Skincare Tip 

New York
As the go-to aesthetician for the likes of Lili 
Reinhart and Demi Lovato, Renée Rouleau 
knows how to keep skin looking fresh. 
And in a blog post recently rediscovered 
by Hola, Rouleau shared a secret tip that is 
sure to change your skincare game forever. 
Unlike other skincare guides that often include 
loads of expensive creams and moisturizers, 
Rouleau’s favorite tip is not about products, but 
timing. In a post titled “Renée’s 10 Skin Care 
Rules She Swears By,” the skin expert reveals 
that one of the most important aspects of any 
skincare product is not how but when you apply 
it. “After washing the face and patting dry with a 
towel, your bare skin is most vulnerable to de-
hydration through a process called ‘osmosis,’” 
she details in the post. What does that mean? 
Essentially, as she explains, “you have a 60-sec-
ond window before moisture evaporation will 
occur.” In more straightforward terms, this 
means that once you’ve gotten out of the shower 
or finished washing your face, you only have a 
minute-long window for effective moisturization. 
Rouleau recommends starting with an alcohol-
free toner. 

Ferrari blocked motor racing’s gov-
erning body, the FIA, from releasing 
the details behind the controversial 
settlement over the Italian team’s en-
gine. Although the FIA had not been 
satisfied by Ferrari’s defence of the 
legality of its 2019 engine, it also did 
not feel it would reach a conclusive 
outcome by taking the issue further 

than a private settlement. The settle-
ment prompted the nine other teams 
on the grid to unite in writing a state-
ment demanding greater transpar-
ency from the FIA. FIA president Jean 
Todt said he wanted to release eve-
rything about the investigation, but 
the Italian team prevented him from 
doing so. “If you ask me, I would love 

to be able to give all the details of the 
situation, but they [Ferrari] opposed,” 
Todt told Autosport. “So, I mean, they 
have been sanctioned but we cannot 
give the detail of the sanction. “And 
clearly we could have said nothing. 
But we felt that it would have been 
wrong not to say that the Ferrari case 
had been discussed and that there 
had been a sanction. “Honestly, it’s 
very simple. Very simple. We have put 
so much effort to come to our con-
clusions, which they [the teams] do 
not agree. “Unfortunately, it is very 
much a fait accompli of technical 
matters, because our technicians say 
‘we cannot for sure demonstrate as 
much as we should that they [Ferrari] 
were not legal’.” Mercedes has since 
removed itself from the united group 
of teams which wrote the open letter 
calling for greater transparency.

Bern
FIFA president Gianni Infantino has 
warned against re-starting football too 
early amid the coronavirus pandemic, 
telling FIFA’s 211 member associations 
on Friday that such behaviour would be 
irresponsible. Soccer around the world 
has come to a standstill with domestic 
leagues on hold and major tournaments 
such as Euro 2020 and the Copa America 
postponed for one year. “Our first priority, 
our principle, the one we will use for our 
competitions and encourage everyone to 
follow is that health comes first,” Infantino 
said in a statement on Friday which FIFA 
said was specially aimed at its members. 
“I cannot stress this enough. No match, 
no competition, no league is worth risk-
ing a single human life. Everyone in the 
world should have this very clear in their 
mind.” Meanwhile, discussions are being 
held around the world over when and 

how to re-start the season while in some 
countries there are disagreements over 
whether players should face pay cuts. “It 
would be more than irresponsible to force 
competitions to resume if things are not 
100 per cent safe,” Infantino said. “If we 
have to wait a little longer we must do so. 
It’s better to wait a little bit longer than to 
take any risks.” Infantino reiterated that 
FIFA was assessing the financial impact 
of the stoppage so it could prepare the 
right response. “You have to know that 
we will be there and we will find solu-
tions together,” he said. “You will never be 
alone… (and) the world will know where 
the money goes and, equally important, 
why the money goes there. “If football 
manages to have a discussion where eve-
ryone contributes positively, and keeps 
in mind the global interest over the indi-
vidual one, I am convinced our future can 
be better than our past.

ISLAMABAD
The bullish trend dominated the Pakistan 

Stock Exchange (PSX) throughout the week 
ending on Friday, April 10, as the KSE-100 
index collectively witnessed increase of 411.42 
points since the end of trading last Friday. 
The KSE-100 bench mark index touched the figure 
of 32,033.21points on Friday after going through 
some mixed trends throughout the week, accord-
ing to PSX data which showed that the index dur-
ing last Friday had closed at 31,621.79 points. 
Collectively, there had been increase of 
1.3 percent in the KSE-100 index ac-
tivity during the week under review. 
According to weeklong break up figures, the 
PSC witnessed bullish trend and closed at 
32,033.21 points as compared to 31,837.30 
points on the last working day with the 

positive change of 195.91 points (0.62%). 
A total of 127,065,527 shares were traded com-
pared to the trade 216,513,232 shares during 
the previous day and 328 companies transacted 
shares in the market, out of which 192 recorded 
gain and 118 sustained losses whereas the share 
price of 18 companies remained unchanged. 
On Thursday the index witnessed bullish trend 
and closed at 31,837.30 points as compared to 
30,971.27 points on the last working day with 
the positive change of 866.03 points (2.8%). 
A total of 216,513,232 shares were traded 
compared to the trade 181,000,392 shares 
whereas 352 companies transacted shares in 
the Stock Market, out of which 276 recorded 
gain and 57 sustained losses whereas the share 
price of 19 companies remained unchanged. 
The index stayed bearish on Wednesday to close 

at 30,971.27 points as compared to 31,231.55 
points on the last working day with the nega-
tive change of 260.28 points (0.83 %). A total of 
181,000,392 shares were traded compared to the 
trade 172,769,586 shares during the previous day. 
As many as 333 companies transacted shares in the 
Stock Market on Wednesday, out of which 115 re-
corded gain and 193 sustained losses whereas the 
share price of 25 companies remained unchanged. 
On Tuesday, the index stayed bullish at 
31,231.55 points as compared to 30,579.15 
points on the last working day with the 
positive change of 652.40 points (2.13 %). 
A total of 172,769,586 shares were traded compared 
to the trade 233,329,238 shares during the previ-
ous day whereas as many as 335 companies trans-
acted shares in the Stock Market, out of which 215 
recorded gain and 100 sustained losses whereas the 
share price of 20 companies remained unchanged. 
Earlier, on Monday the KSE 100 index witnessed 
bearish trend and closed at 30,579.15 points as com-
pared to 31,621.79 points on the last working day 
with the negative change of 1042.64 points (3.30%). 
A total of 233,329,238 shares were traded compared 
to the trade 251,874,893 shares during the previous 
day whereas 339 companies’ transacted shares in 
the market, out of which 47 recorded gain and 278 
sustained losses whereas the share price of 14 com-
panies remained unchanged.

BEIJING 

China’s output of storage batteries to power new 
energy vehicles (NEV) in March skyrocketed 396.6 
percent from the previous month amid work re-
sumption, industry data has shown. The output 
stood at 4.5 gigawatt hours, which still dropped 
45.5 percent year on year due to the COVID-19 
outbreak, according to the China Association of 
Automobile Manufacturers (CAAM). In March, 
the installed capacity of the batteries came in 
at 2.8 gigawatt hours, surging 363.2 percent 
month on month and declined 45.6 percent from 
the same period last year, showed the data. The 
country’s NEV market also saw a recovery with 
the output and sales climbing 381.6 percent and 
301.3 percent from last month to about 50,000 
and 53,000 units, respectively, the CAAM data 
showed. During the first quarter, China’s NEV 
production and sales amounted to 105,000 units 

and 114,000 units, down 60.2 percent and 56.4 
percent, respectively, year on year. To promote 
the development of the domestic NEV market, 
China has been strengthening the construc-
tion of charging facilities and loosening market 
access requirements for NEV manufacturers. 
By the end of last year, the number of NEVs had 
reached 3.8 million. China’s food industry grew 
steadily in 2019, registering expansion in produc-

tion, sales and income, according to the Ministry 
of Industry and Information Technology (MIIT). 
Industrial added value of firms with an annual 
revenue of over 20 million yuan (about 2.84 mil-
lion U.S. dollars) in the sector saw stable growth, 
with those of food manufacturers and agricultural 
by-product processors rising 5.3 percent and 1.9 
percent year on year, respectively. These firms’ 
retail sales of grain and oil, food, beverages and 
tobacco and alcohol reached 2.05 trillion yuan 
(about 291.4 billion U.S. dollars) last year, up 
9.7 percent year on year, MIIT data showed. 
Annual business revenue of food enterprises 
increased 4.2 percent year on year to 8.12 tril-
lion yuan. Their profit amounted to 577.46 bil-
lion yuan, up 7.8 percent from one year earlier. 
Manufacturers of alcohol, beverages and purified 
tea led other firms in income growth, with their 
operating revenue up 5 percent year on year and 
profit registering a 10.2-percent yearly growth.

China’s NEV storage battery sector sees recovery 
UAE banking sec-
tor prepared to 
tackle COVID-19 

impact 
Dubai

Financial institutions that lever-
age technology and data to deliver 
may be in a better position to drive 
business growth and overcome dis-
ruption caused by the global COVID-
19 pandemic, according to KPMG’s 
UAE Banking Perspectives report. 
According to KPMG study the UAE 
banks will have to closely examine 
their business continuity plans, in 
light of the current Covid-19 threat. 
“Banks and other financial in-
stitutions are faced with tough 
times ahead, but technology can 
help mitigate negative effects for 
customers and business,” said 
Abbas Basrai, Partner and Head of 
Financial Services, KPMG Lower 
Gulf. “Banks that effectively lev-
erage their digital assets, bolster 
cyber resilience and manage third-
party risks will likely reap the ben-
efits of increased revenue streams, 
regulatory compliance and en-
hanced operational efficiency.” 
The Central Bank of the UAE 
(CBUAE) has been proactive in roll-
ing out stimulus packages and has 
announced a comprehensive Dh256 
billion ‘Targeted Economic Support 
Scheme’ to contain the repercus-
sions of the pandemic.The CBUAE 
is allowing banks to free-up their 
regulatory capital buffers to boost 
lending capacity and support the 
UAE economy; all banks operating 
in the UAE will have access to loans 
and advances extended at zero cost 
against collateral by the CBUAE.

RIYADH
Turkey recently introduced an economic stabil-

ity package to shield individuals and firms against 
the economic impact of the novel coronavirus 
pandemic. The country announced it would sup-
port salary payments, postpone loans and pro-
vide flexibility for taxpayers to protect markets 
amid the uncertainty caused by the outbreak. 
Providing free healthcare services to all, 
Turkey is often cited as a model country in its 
response to the virus, including its distribu-
tion of face masks to all residents between the 
ages of 20 and 65 and mobilization of its se-
curity forces to help the elderly by doing their 
shopping and meeting their immediate needs. 
Turkey will continue to provide 75 Turkish 
liras ($11) per month for around 7.8 mil-
lion minimum wage earners for 12 months. 
Both the public and private sectors have 
taken measures for remote working or 
more flexible hours was started in an ef-
fort to keep more people in their houses. 
The government also announced that for 
three months, it would pay 60% of the staff 

salaries of firms forced out of business due 
to a Force Majeure, such as the pandemic. 
With this short-term employment allowance, the 
government said it would also make direct transfers 
-- within the range of 1,752 Turkish liras ($260) to 
4,381 liras ($650) -- to employees’ bank accounts. 
It will also pay the salaries of personnel forced 
to take unpaid leave due to the outbreak. 
Despite physical classes being canceled to pre-
vent infection, public schools will continue 
to pay untenured teachers and qualified in-
structors, who normally receive hourly wages. 
To help shield retirees from the outbreak’s 
negative effects, the minimum pension was 
raised to 1,500 Turkish liras ($221), with 
bonus payments moved to earlier dates. 
Upon request, public banks will also de-
liver payments to pensioners’ homes. 
Further, the government has started providing 4.4 mil-
lion families in need with 1,000 Turkish liras ($148). 
In the private sector, employees were al-
lowed to benefit from compensation work 
for a total of four months, instead of two, dur-
ing which they will be able to go on paid 

leave and compensate later in work hours. 
For healthcare personnel, performance payments will 
be paid in maximum for three months as the country 
employs 32,000 additional staff for medical facilities. 
The government announced that over two million 
taxpayers’ value-added tax (VAT) and premium 
payments -- totaling some 53.6 billion Turkish liras 
($7.9 billion) -- were postponed for six months. 
Also postponed were the income taxes of 1.9 million 
who faced a Force Majeure, as well as the payments 
and declarations of taxpayers aged 65 and above. 
Accommodations taxes, previously scheduled for 
this Summer, were also delayed until January 2021.

Turkish economic stability package a shield against pandemic 
Too early for banks to suspend 2020 dividends: Kuwait c. bank

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer has re-
ceived all the kudos for re-
viving Man United’s season 
and pulling them back into 
Champions League conten-
tion, but maybe fans should 
be praising VAR rather than 
OGS. That is because no 
Premier League team has ben-
efited from Video Assistant 
Referee decisions more than 
Manchester United this season. 
With VAR, Solskjaer’s men are 
fifth in the table, on 45 points, 
which is five points and five 
places better than they would 
be without it. In a world with-
out VAR, Man United drop from 
a Champions League position 
in fifth -- the top four qualify, 
but due to Man City’s European 
ban, fifth is in play -- to the 
mid-table obscurity of 10th, 
making them the lowest-placed 
of “Big Six” clubs and just about 
holding onto a spot in the top 
half. Meanwhile, runaway lead-
ers Liverpool have gained just 
two points from VAR over-
turns; with a 25-point lead, 
Jurgen Klopp’s team has played 
so well as to render VAR irrel-
evant to their title ambitions. 
Second place Manchester City 
have lost five points due to VAR 
decisions, but still remain 18 

points adrift (our previous up-
date had the gap at 13 points). 
Those headlines are among the 
results of analysis from ESPN 
and the team led by Thomas 
Curran at the London School 
of Economics, whose Anti-VAR 
Index shows how the league 
would look without video re-
view. Their algorithm is about 
more than simply removing 
goals to get the amended re-
sults; it takes into account 
factors such as the state of the 
game at the point of the VAR 
incident in question, plus a 
team’s form, performance and 
relative strength, which gener-
ate a new set of results based 
on probability of outcome. VAR 
helped Man United gain a point 
from likely defeats against 
Liverpool and at Everton, and 
also led to victories at Man City 
and Chelsea. Liverpool fans will 
remember Sadio Mane having 
a goal disallowed for handball 
at Old Trafford, a game that 
ended in a draw, but the Anti-
VAR Index rules as an away 
win. Man United were draw-
ing at Man City until Marcus 
Rashford won a penalty after 
a review; our algorithm rules 
they would have lost that game 
without VAR.

Weekly Roundup 

Bulls beat bears in week-long trade
PSX index reaches to 32,033.21 points 

Ferrari blocked release of FIA engine settlement details

Premier League without VAR: Man 
United out of Champions League places

FIFA chief warns against re-starting football too early
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RIYADH

Energy ministers of the Group of 20 
(G20) agreed to ensure the energy 
market’s stability, as well as affordabil-
ity and security in the face of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, but remained quiet 
on the issue of oil production reduc-
tion. The G20 economies will develop 
collaborative policy responses to 
ensure market stability across all en-
ergy sources taking into account each 
member’s circumstances, according 
to a joint statement released after the 
energy ministers’ virtual meeting.“We 
commit to take all the necessary and 
immediate measures to ensure energy 
market stability,” said the ministers, 
who called energy security “a corner-
stone of energy market stability.” “All 
the necessary measures” will also be 
taken, according to the statement, to 
ensure a balance of interests between 
producers and consumers, the securi-
ty of the energy systems and an unin-
terrupted flow of energy.Oil consump-
tion has dramatically decreased as 
more countries implement restrictive 
measures and shut down large swaths 
of the economy in order to fight the 
COVID-19 pandemic. That, coupled 
with a price war between Saudi Ara-

bia and Russia, has sent recent oil 
prices to an 18-year low. International 
benchmark Brent crude was around 
32 U.S. dollars a barrel as of Friday 
while the U.S. benchmark West Texas 
Intermediate for May delivery settled 
under 23 dollars.The G20 energy min-
isters also agreed to establish a short-
term Focus Group, which is open to all 
G20 parties on a voluntary basis, with 
the task of monitoring the response 
measures, the statement read. The 
G20 Extraordinary Energy Ministers 
Meeting came after the Organization 
of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) and its allies, known as OPEC+, 

led by Russia, on Thursday tentatively 
agreed to cut production by 10 mil-
lion barrels per day in May and June, 
but Mexico has reportedly objected to 
its portion of the cuts.Under the OPEC 
deal, Mexico was expected to cut pro-
duction by 400,000 barrels per day 
but the country demanded the reduc-
tion be limited to 100,000 barrels per 
day in May and June. The energy min-
isters’ meeting was hosted by Saudi 
Arabia, which holds this year’s G20 
presidency, in hopes of sealing a legal-
ly binding output cut deal more widely 
with non-OPEC countries in the group 
including Mexico.

ISLAMABAD

Planning and Development Minister 
Asad Umar said on Saturday the govern-
ment will decide on Monday whether 
or not to ease out the Covid-19 restric-
tions in the country. Speaking at a media 
briefing along with Special Assistant to 
PM on Health Dr Zafar Mirza, he said 
they would present suggestions to the 
prime minister and the National Com-
mand and Operation Centre (NCOC) to 
take a decision on the extension of the 
lockdown.He said the government is 
disbursing over Rs144 billion among 
deserving families under the Ehsaas 
Emergency Cash Programme as more 
than one million persons have been 
provided Rs12,000 each till now. Asad 
Umar emphasised that there is a need 
to guard the people against the deadly 
virus first and then accelerate the pro-
cess of COVID-19 tests. He added there 
are 27 labs operational across the coun-
try.He said 100,000 testing kits have 

already reached Karachi as the country 
will be able to conduct 20,000 to 30,000 
tests in a day by the end of April. The 
minister also expounded on the nega-
tive impact of the coronavirus on the 
country’s fragile economy. Meanwhile, 
Dr Zafar Mirza warned that easing the 
lockdown just because the number of 
confirmed COVID-19 cases is lower than 
projected would be a mistake. He said if 
the government relaxes the restrictions, 
the number of cases and deaths will wit-
ness a sharp increase.Planning Minister 
Asad Umar says 13 billion rupees have 
been distributed among 1.1 million 
people under Ehsaas Emergency Cash 
programme so far. Briefing media along 
with Special Assistant on Health Dr. Zafar 
Mirza in Islamabad on Saturday, he said 
Ehsaas Emergency Cash Programme is 
unprecedented in the history of Paki-
stan under which 144 billion rupees will 
be distributed among 12 million people 
of the country. Asad Umar appreciated 
the arrangements made for distribution 

of cash among the deserving people.
Planning Minister said 1.7 million sur-
gical masks have been distributed by 
National Disaster Management Author-
ity as yet, and the figure also includes 
75,000 N95 masks. He said 73,000 pro-
tective clothes have also been provided 
to frontline health staff. He said 137,000 
surgical caps have also been distributed 
among the staff. He said fourteen PCR 
machines have been brought into the 
country. He said more than twenty six 
labs have become operational to hold 
tests across the country.Asad Umar said 
we have received testing kits for holding 
100,000 tests. Of these, 50,000 will be 
sent to Sindh. He said with improved ca-
pacity tests on daily basis have increased 
to 2,500 to 3,000. He said a full-fledged 
team has been constituted at National 
Command and Operation Centre which 
will work in close coordination with the 
provinces. Planning Minister said track-
ing is also being increased to stop the 
spread of coronavirus.

HARBIN

A team of 10 Chinese medical experts de-
parted from Harbin, capital of northeast 
China’s Heilongjiang Province, for Russia 
Saturday morning to help with its fight 
against the COVID-19. The experts spe-
cializing in laboratory testing, prevention 
and control of infectious diseases, respira-
tory diseases, intensive care and tradition-
al Chinese medicine are from the Chinese 
Center for Disease Control and Prevention, 
Heilongjiang Provincial Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention and four hospitals 
in the province.The team carries urgently 
needed medical supplies donated by 
China, including surgical masks, medical 
masks, N95 masks and medical protective 
clothing. Upon arrival, these experts will 
exchange experiences with their coun-
terparts of Russia and offer training for 
medics on the prevention, control, diag-
nosis and treatment of the COVID-19.The 
Chinese authorities have sent a group of 
medical experts to Russia to fight against 
the spread of novel coronavirus, spokes-
man for Chinese Foreign Ministry Lijian 
Zhao said on Saturday. “In order to help 
Russia overcome the oubreak of corona-
virus infection, the Chinese government 
made a decision to send to Russia a group 

of medical experts to fight against the pan-
demic,” the spokesman said. He added 
that medical professionals departed for 
Russia.Sina news portal reported on Sat-
urday that 10 Chinese experts flew to Rus-
sia from Harbin in Heilongjiang province. 
In late December 2019, Chinese officials 
notified the World Health Organization 
(WHO) about the outbreak of a previously 
unknown pneumonia in the city of Wu-
han, in central China. Since then, cases of 
the novel coronavirus named COVID-19 
by the WHO have been reported in every 
corner of the globe, including Russia. On 
March 11, 2020, the WHO declared the 
coronavirus outbreak a pandemic.

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan has received first Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB) funded emergency 
medical equipments and supplies to 
combat novel Coronavirus (Covid-19). 
The first consignment of ADB-funded 
medical equipment and supplies to 
strengthen hospitals, diagnostic labora-
tories, isolation units, and other medical 
facilities has started arriving here, the 
ADB said in a message through its offi-
cial twitter account.Responding to Paki-
stan’s emergency assistance requests, 
ADB swiftly re-purposed $50 million 
from Pakistan’s National Disaster Risk 
Management Fund (NDRMF) to procure 
the urgently required supplies, it added. 
The consignment was procured by Na-
tional Disaster Management Authority 
(NDMA) and the equipment would be 
distributed to medical centers nation-
wide. The ADB had announced to repur-
pose $50 million from Pakistan’s NDRMF 
to support the Government of Pakistan’s 

preventive and response efforts to fight 
the outbreak of COVID-19 in the country.
The funds, which form part of ADB’s se-
ries of support for Pakistan’s fight against 
COVID-19, will help to procure medical 
equipment and supplies to strengthen 
hospitals, diagnostic laboratories, isola-
tion units, and other medical facilities 
in the country. The funds included the 
reallocation of $30 million of previously 
approved but unutilized resources from 
ADB to NDRMF.Following a request for 
emergency support from the Govern-
ment of Pakistan, ADB swiftly processed 
a change in scope in its NDRMF project, 
enabling the repurposing and immedi-
ate use of these resources in the fight 
against COVID-19. In addition, NDRMF 
has provided $20 million using capital 
gains from its endowment fund financed 
by ADB to support the government’s CO-
VID-19 response. These funds comple-
ment the financing approved on 2 April 
by the World Bank under its Pandemic 
Response Effectiveness Project.

FPCCI hails Rs 100b 
package for industrial 

sector

Virus-hit airlines in a 
push for divisive route 

subsidies 
DUBAI

Major airlines are seeking operating sub-
sidies for key routes once coronavirus 
restrictions are lifted, a leaked lobbying 
document shows, stoking tensions with 
some low-cost carriers that are less like-
ly to benefit from the additional funds. 
Route subsidies feature on a list of finan-
cial support requests circulated among 
airline members of the International Air 
Transport Association (IATA). Airlines 
will need support to maintain their net-
works, which play a critical role in driv-
ing the world’s economy,” Geneva-based 
IATA states in the 12-page digest of “key 
messages” for airline public affairs execu-
tives to take to governments. The support 
can be offered “either through a rebate on 
landing charges per flight or via a direct 
subsidy per available seat kilometer un-
til markets have been stabilized”, it adds. 
IATA spokesman Chris Goater confirmed 
the authenticity of the document, which 
was first reported by Unearthed, an envi-
ronmental news service funded by cam-
paign group Greenpeace. “It’s a private 
document for our members,” Goater said. 
Operating subsidies would add to tax 
breaks, charge deferrals, loan guarantees 
and other forms of government support 
given to airlines crippled by an unprec-
edented near-total shutdown of air travel 
in the face of the global pandemic. But 
they may also strain industry efforts to 
present a united front amid growing dis-
sent over aid and its effects on competi-
tion. Ryanair’s Lauda unit publicly urged 
Vienna on Thursday to withhold financial 
support from Lufthansa-owned Austrian 
Airlines.  “Not all airlines (are) in sup-
port of this initiative,” the IATA document 
states, noting a “high risk of discrimina-
tion if only applied in certain markets”. 
It did not identify carriers seeking or 
opposing route support.British Airways 
parent IAG and Air France-KLM declined 
to comment on the proposal. Germany’s 
Lufthansa did not respond to requests for 
comment. Subsidies have long existed on 
low-traffic routes offering economic life-
lines to regions with few other transport 
links. But IATA, which represents 290 
airlines, wants support to help to restore 
services on some of the bigger interna-
tional connections during what may be 
a slow and difficult recovery. Even after 
restrictions end, airlines could face fur-
ther losses, hit by weak demand, intense 
fare competition and limits to passenger 
numbers designed to keep the coronavi-
rus at bay. 

Coronavirus

Lifting lockdowns quickly 
to spark deadly resurgence: 
WHO

WASHINGTON

Any premature lifting of restrictions im-
posed to control the Covid-19 pandemic 
could lead to a fatal resurgence of the new 
coronavirus, the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) has warned. WHO Cchief Tedros Ad-
hanom Ghebreyesus said that while some 
states were considering ways to ease the 
restrictions which have placed around half 
of humanity under some form of lockdown, 
doing so too quickly could be dangerous.“I 
know that some countries are already plan-
ning the transition out of stay-at-home re-
strictions. WHO wants to see restrictions 
lifted as much as anyone,” he told a virtual 
press conference in Geneva. “At the same 
time, lifting restrictions too quickly could 
lead to a deadly resurgence. The way down 
can be as dangerous as the way up if not 
managed properly. “WHO is working with 
affected countries on strategies for gradu-
ally and safely easing restrictions.”Tedros 
spelled out six factors that should be con-
sidered before restrictions could be safely 
eased. He said that transmission would 
have to be controlled; sufficient public 
health services made available; outbreak 
risks in care homes minimised; preventa-
tive measures imposed in workplaces and 
schools; virus importation risks managed; 
and communities made aware of and en-
gaged in the transition.The global death toll 
has gone over 100,000. More than 1.6 mil-
lion infections have been recorded globally, 
since the virus first emerged in China in 
December. Tedros welcomed signs that its 
spread was slowing in some of the hardest-
hit countries in Europe - citing Spain, Italy, 
Germany and France. But he also warned of 
an “alarming acceleration” of the virus else-
where, highlighting Africa, where he said it 
was beginning to emerge in rural areas.“We 
are now seeing clusters of cases and com-
munity spread in more than 16 countries” 
on the continent, the former Ethiopian 
health minister said. “We anticipate severe 
hardship for already overstretched health 
systems, particularly in rural areas, which 
normally lack the resources of those in cit-
ies.” Tedros said that even the countries 
with the world’s strongest health systems 
had been caught by surprise by Covid-19.
He urged them to reinforce their healthcare 
provision rather than plunge into a “cycle 
of panic and neglect”. In many countries, 
“we’re now in a phase of panic because 
there is this dangerous, invisible virus 
which is wreaking havoc,” he said. “But that 
should actually lead into asking questions 
on what to do to strengthen our system. 

ISLAMABAD

President of the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) Mian Anjum Nisar 
has hailed Rs 100 billion packages offered to the local 
industrial sector as a support following current chal-
lenging situation, created due to COVID- 19 pandemic 
by the government. The government should take pre-
ventive measures and develop strategy to protect the 
pace of economic and trade progress and effects of 
world economic slowdown as apprehended by lead-
ing research organization after evolving the situation 
in COVID-19 pandemic, he told state newswire.Presi-
dent FPCCI said the whole world including the poten-
tial market of Europe Union (EU) was affected by the 
coronavirus, which was the second biggest trade des-
tination for Pakistan after the Generalized Schemes 
of Preferences (GSP-Plus) offered by EU in 2013. In 
this regard, the government must to go for conduct-
ing studies for mitigating the economic changes after 
Coronavirus, he said. Replying to a question, he said 
that due to coronavirus, the business community all 
over the country has adopted all necessary measures 
as directed by the government to control the pandem-
ic.Mian Anjum Nisar, informed that due to coronavi-
rus issue, businesses and industrial units had been 
closed, but they had to pay the monthly commercial 
bills of gas and electricity, which was adding to their 
difficulties. He also appealed to the government that 
receipt of commercial bills of gas and electricity from 
business and industry should be deferred for few 
months so that business community could be able 
to cope with the current crisis. He said that whole of 
the country was in lockdown situation due to which 
markets and industrial units were closed.However, 
the business community had to pay wages of work-
ers and meet day to day expenses as well, he added. 
Renowned industrialist from Baluchistan, Ex-Presi-
dent FPCCI, Eng. Daroo Khan welcomed the package 
announced by the government and said that proper 
mechanism was required to disburse this package 
according the needs for different industries. He sug-
gested that the government engage all stakeholders 
to resolve the current evolving challenge. On the oc-
casion, President Islamabad Chamber of Commerce 
and Industries (ICCI) Muhammad Ahmed Waheed 
said that his chamber was fully engage in consulta-
tion with government in current challenging situa-
tion.Business community of the twin’s city welcomed 
the Rs100 billion package offered by the government 
for industrial sector. 

ISLAMABAD

Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi on 
Saturday afternoon drew the attention of the 
international community to the human rights 
violations of Indian troops in Indian-occupied 
Kashmir amid the outbreak of the novel corona-
virus in the world. “As the world is busy battling 
the coronavirus, India is committing injustices in 
occupied Kashmir,” Qureshi said in a statement to 
the media after Indian troops resorted to unpro-
voked aggression along the Line of Control, injur-
ing six Pakistani civilians, including two teenage 
girls.“India is targeting the civilian populations 
on this side of the LoC. India wants to turn oc-
cupied Kashmir into a minority state. India has 
been consistently targeting civilians on the Paki-
stani side of the border,” the foreign minister said. 
Qureshi also lamented that the attitude of the 
Indian government to a proposed conference of 
South Asian countries on the virus was negative. 
“India is bent on persecuting minorities despite 
challenges like the coronavirus to the economy,” 
he said.FM Qureshi had earlier on Saturday said 
that the provinces need to step forward to im-
prove coronavirus testing and quarantine mea-
sures in order to accelerate the repatriation of 
Pakistani citizens stuck abroad due to the virus 
pandemic. Chairing a meeting at the Foreign Of-
fice on Saturday morning, the foreign minister 

said that the federal government was making all 
possible efforts to bring back home the citizens 
stranded in different parts of the world due to the 
spread of the novel coronavirus. “Our envoys in 
different countries are in constant touch with pil-
grims and other citizens who have been unable to 
return to Pakistan because of the virus situation,” 
he said at the meeting, adding that a strategy to 
bring them back to Pakistan was in the process of 
being finalized.  “We have already brought back 
1,600 Pakistanis from abroad in 9 special flights,” 
Qureshi noted, adding that protocols to deal with 
the repatriated citizens had also been finalised.
The chief of the parliamentary sub-committee on 
the issues of pilgrims, Shaheryar Khan Afridi, was 
also present in the meeting, along with Special 
Secretary on Foreign Affairs Muazzam Khan and 
several other high-ranking government officials. 
“The government has constituted a special par-
liamentary committee to oversee the repatria-
tion of Pakistanis stuck abroad due to the spread 
of the coronavirus,” Afridi told the media after 
the meeting. “The committee has been tasked to 
oversee efforts that bring back stranded pilgrims, 
students, prisoners, and other citizens abroad 
affected by the coronavirus outbreak,” Afridi 
added. Afridi, while outlining that the committee 
was working on a day-to-day basis, also praised 
the Pakistani missions in different countries who 
were working to provide food and other necessi-

ties to citizens stuck abroad due to the virus.Talk-
ing to a news channel foreign minister said that 
Indian aggression at the borders amid a global 
pandemic wreaks of a war mongering opportu-
nistic mindset. FM Qureshi said that cross border 
violations by India against Pakistan’s sovereignty 
and international laws have been consistent 
for the past five years where they have resorted 
to indiscriminate, unprovoked escalations at 
the Line of Control (LOC) at will and whim.The 
foreign minister said that the world is trying to 
safeguard its people from an invisible threat that 
continues to wreak havoc but India is still looking 
for scapegoats for their own lack of planning and 
governmental deficiencies to control coronavi-
rus. FM Qureshi also said that despite the global 
challenge in the shape of novel coronavirus, India 
is hell-bent on targeting its minorities and blam-
ing them for its governmental and Hindutva driv-
en inadequacies.  “Modi and his government’s 
supremacist Hindutva agenda has never been 
more apparent as it is now,” said Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi. The foreign minister said Modi Govern-
ment has put the entire Kashmiri leadership and 
thousands of Kashmiri youth in Indian jails to 
subjugate their voice and fundamental human 
rights.He said India’s stance to introduce changes 
in domicile rules is basically the agenda of chang-
ing the population ratio of Muslims in the occu-
pied territory. 
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