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The right to self-
determination of 
the Kashmiri is fully 
recognized by the UN 
and its Charter; we will 
achieve our right at 
any cost

President AJK Sardar Masood Khan

Azakhel dry port inaugurated

Making Pakistan a welfare state 
biggest challenge: PM
Prime Minister Imran Khan vows massive rail reforms for common man’s facilitation

NOWSHERA

 Prime Minister Imran Khan Friday 
said Pakistan Railways would be up-
graded with far-reaching reforms in 
infrastructure and operational sys-
tem to facilitate the common man as 
a major beneficiary. “With emancipa-
tion of common people as central to 
my government’s policies, Pakistan 
Railways will witness immense uplift 
through mega projects,” he said in his 
address following the inauguration of 
Azakhel Dry Port, some eight kilome-
tres from Nowshera.

The prime minister said the Azakhel 
Dry Port would provide quality 
transportation and logistics services. 
Spread over 28 kilometres, the state-
of-the-art dry port has been com-
pleted by Pakistan Railways with an 
estimated cost of Rs 507 million in a 
record one year time. The prime min-
ister lauded the efforts of Railways 
Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmad on 
the completion of the project pend-
ing since 2006 and also for Rs 10 bil-
lion revenue generation by Pakistan 
Railways last year.

He said the Main Line rail track, com-

monly known as ML-1, to be built with 
collaboration of China, would prove to 
be a revolution in the country’s rail-
way system.

Karachi-Peshwar train on ML-1 
would complete journey in eight 

hours, besides other benefits in shape 
of swift transportation of freight, he 
added. Imran Khan stressed that both 
Pakistan Railways and the national 
flag career Pakistan International 
Airlines needed to come forward in 

competition with the private sector. 
“Several corporations have become a 
burden on the national exchequer and 
need competitive approach to survive 
and thrive,” he stressed.

The prime minister asked the em-

ployees and workers of Pakistan 
Railways to work diligently and act 
united against corruption. “I want you 
to run Pakistan Railways with same 
care and concern which you attach for 
your own vehicle,” he said. He said the 
land of Pakistan Railways would be rid 
of illegal occupation to get it commer-
cialized to bridge its deficit.

Imran Khan said the biggest chal-
lenge for his government was to 
make Pakistan a welfare state for the 
emancipation of downtrodden, term-
ing 2020 the year of employment and 
progress. In that respect he men-
tioned Ehsaas, the country’s largest 
ever social welfare programme, which 
which Rs 190 billion had been allo-
cated for loans, skill training, 50,000 
higher education scholarships and 
health cards.

He said the government would con-
struct five million affordable houses to 
accommodate low-income groups and 
the step would benefit 40 affiliated 
industries. He regretted the ‘govern-
ments of elites’ in the past neglected 
major civic areas, including education, 
health, legal system and railways.

COAS Bajwa offers 
help to Australia in 
tackling bushfires

RAWALPINDI

 David Johnston Vice Chief of Defence Australia 
called on Pakistan’s Chief of Armed Staff (COAS) 
General Qamar Javed Bajwa on Friday, ISPR reported. 
Pakistani Army Chief met the dignitary at the General 
Headquarters (GHQ) where matters pertaining to mu-
tual interest and the current bushfires in Australia came 
under discussion, inter-services public relations (ISPR) 
wing of the Armed forces said.

COAS Qamar Bajwa reiterated the offer he made to 
General Angus John Campbell, Chief of Defence Force 
for any assistance in tackling the raging bushfires in 
Australia. David Johnston lauded Pakistan’s role in 
maintaining regional peace and stability and thanked 
the Army Chief over his concern and offer for help on 
Australian bushfires.

Yesterday, Iranian Ambassador to Pakistan Seyyed 
Mohammad Ali Hosseini called on Chief of Army Staff 
(COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa at GHQ, ISPR said 
in a statement. According to Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR), during the meeting, both leaders 
discussed regional security situation including US-Iran 
standoff. Separately, Ambassador of China to Pakistan 
H.E Mr Yao Jing also met COAS Gen Bajwa and discussed 
regional security situation.

US jobs trail forecasts

US job growth cools in December
WASHINGTON

 The US labour market ended the year 
with less momentum, as payroll gains 
cooled by more than forecast and wages 
rose at the weakest annual pace since 
2018, even as unemployment held at a 
half-century low of 3.5 per cent.

Nonfarm payrolls rose 145,000 after a 
downwardly revised 256,000 advance 
the prior month, according to a Labor 
Department report Friday. That compares 
with the median estimate of 160,000 
in Bloomberg’s survey of economists. 
Average hourly earnings climbed a below-
forecast 2.9 per cent from a year earlier, 
the first sub-3 per cent reading since July 
2018.

Treasury yields fell while the Bloomberg 
dollar index dipped after the report. Fed 
funds futures showed the odds of a rate 
cut this year holding steady and S&P 500 
futures remained up on the day.

 While the payrolls figure may be con-
sistent with forecasts for gradual mod-
eration, the wage numbers suggest that 
the labour market isn’t as tight as the 
unemployment rate indicates. Federal 
Reserve policymakers are holding inter-
est rates steady after three cuts in 2019 
to insure against risks from trade-policy 
uncertainty and sluggish global growth, 
though further weakness could raise con-
cerns about the durability of the record-
long US expansion.

Although job gains picked up steam in 
the second half, hiring in 2019 was the 
slowest since 2011, at 2.11 million. The 
strength of the labour market will also 
factor into Donald Trump’s re-election 
chances in November, with the president 
repeatedly touting economic gains as a 
reason he deserves a second term

Wages for production and nonsupervi-
sory workers rose 3 per cent in December 
from a year earlier, slowing sharply from 
the 3.6 per cent pace in October and po-
tentially throwing cold water on the idea 
that lower-level employees were seeing 
bigger gains.

One bright spot was the U-6, or under-
employment rate, which fell to 6.7 per 
cent. Some analysts see this as a more ac-
curate reflection of the true labour market 

as it includes part-time workers who’d 
prefer a full-time position and those who 
aren’t actively looking.

Economists surveyed by Bloomberg 
last month expect job gains to moderate 
further in 2020, slipping to a 127,000 
monthly pace compared to 176,000 in 
2019. In addition to uncertainty stemming 
from trade, geopolitics and a presidential 
election, a shrinking pool of available 
workers makes it tougher for employers 
to find qualified applicants for more than 
7 million open jobs.

On a monthly basis, average hourly 
earnings increased by 0.1 per cent in 
December, missing estimates for a 0.3 per 
cent gain. The participation rate, or share 
of working-age people in the labour force, 
was unchanged at 63.2 per cent, while the 
employment-population ratio held at 61 
per cent.

Revisions subtracted 14,000 jobs from 
the prior two months, bringing the three-
month average to 184,000, the smallest 
since July. Private employment rose by 
139,000 and government payrolls in-
creased by 6,000. Manufacturers cut pay-
rolls by 12,000 in December, compared 
with estimates for a gain. The report of-
fers a cleaner read on manufacturing and 
overall employment after a strike involv-
ing 46,000 General Motors Co. workers 
subtracted from the October count and 
propped up the November reading.

Works on CPEC projects to be 
accelerated: Asad Umar

ISLAMABAD

Minister for Planning, 
Development and Special Initiatives 
Asad Umar Friday said that the 
pace of projects under China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
would be accelerated in weeks and 
months to come. He was talking to 
Ambassador of China to Pakistan 
Yao Jing here on Friday. Matters re-
lating to CPEC and economic coop-
eration between the two countries 
in general, came under discussion.

The Minister expressed his satis-
faction at the progress of various 
projects under CPEC. He said that 
the establishment and operation-
alization of Special Economic Zones 
(SEZs) is currently the top priority. 
The SEZ would enable setting up 
of joint ventures in manufacturing 
which would integrate the enter-
prises from both sides.

Asad Umar emphasized that it 
was important for Pakistani man-
ufacturing industries to become 

part of the global value chain by 
partnering with the Chinese com-
panies. The Ambassador assured 
the minister that the Chinese side 
was keen to promote such rela-
tionships between businesses and 
manufacturing industries.

Collaboration in the agriculture 
sector was also discussed. The 
minister said that massive potential 
exists in agriculture sector by mod-
ernizing and upgrading its various 
sub-sectors.

He underlined the need to expand 
collaboration in agriculture sector, 
which is extremely important for 
the Pakistani economy.

Yao Jing expressed the hope 
that bilateral partnership be-
tween the two countries would 
be taken to new heights in future. 
The Ambassador appreciated the 
government of Pakistan’s efforts 
to expedite the work on CPEC 
projects.

Alice Wells due 
on Jan 19

ISLAMABAD

Principal Deputy 
Assistant Secretary 
of State for South and 
Central Asian Affairs Alice 
Wells, to reach Pakistan on 
January 19. Wells is sched-
uled to start her South 
Asia trip from Sri Lanka. 
She will be in Colombo 
January 13-14. During her 
visit to Islamabad, Alice 
Wells will hold meetings 
with the civil and mili-
tary leadership of Pakistan to discuss regional peace 
and security. The US top official will also meet mem-
bers of civil society to discuss issues of bilateral and 
regional concern, the department said. Before coming 
to Pakistan, the principal deputy assistant secretary of 
state for South and Central Asian Affairs will be in India 
for four days.

Last week, Alice Wells, one of the top official of the 
Trump administration had announced the resump-
tion of a training programme for Pakistan’s military 
officials. “To strengthen mil2mil [military to military] 
cooperation on shared priorities & advance US na-
tional security, @POTUS authorized the resumption of 
International Military Education and Training  #IMET 
for Pakistan,” US acting Assistant Secretary of State 
for South and Central Asia Alice G. Wells had said in 
a tweet.

Global oil & gas discoveries reach 
4-year high in 2019

OSLO

 Global oil and gas discoveries in 2019 
were of 12.2 billion barrels of oil equiva-
lent (boe) represents the highest volumes 
since 2015, according to Rystad Energy’s 
data.  Ongoing investments of US company 
ExxonMobil in Guyana with additional 
four new discoveries boosted last year’s 
numbers, Rystad said in a statement. 
According to the estimations, the discov-
eries in Guyana hold cumulative recover-
able resources of around 1.8 billion boe. 
“ExxonMobil can be declared explorer 
of the year for a second year in a row 
thanks to its ongoing efforts and results in 
Guyana, along with significant investments 
in Cyprus.

The super major was exceptional, both 
in terms of discovered volumes and value 

creation from exploration,” Palzor Shenga, 
a senior analyst on Rystad Energy’s up-
stream team was quoted as saying. The 
company discovered around 1.07 billion 
boe in additional net resources last year, 
with an estimated value of around $2.7 
billion, the data showed.

“U.S. independent Hess and Chinese state 
player CNOOC [China National Offshore Oil 
Corporation] occupy the second and the 
third spots on the list of top explorers of 
2019 in terms of value creation from new 
discoveries, with both benefiting from their 
partnership with ExxonMobil in Guyana’s 
Stabroek block,” the statement read. Hess 
added about $2 billion in value from new 
discoveries last year, while CNOOC had a 
value creation of about $1.8 billion. Rystad 
Energy’s data showed French energy giant 

Total took fourth place with about $873 
million in value creation from its 2019 
exploration activities. “Total’s value crea-
tion from exploration in 2019 was largely 
driven by the play-opening success with 
the Brulpadda find in South Africa,” Shenga 
said. While the first four companies formed 
the highest values from oil and discoveries 
in 2019, BP’s Orca gas field off the coast of 
Mauritania was recorded both as the larg-
est single discovery and the deepest-water 
find of last year. The field is estimated to 
hold about 1.3 billion boe of recoverable 
resources, Rystad estimated. In Russia, 
Gazprom announced two discoveries in the 
Kara Sea; Dinkov in the Rusanovsky block 
and Nyarmeyskoye in the Nyarmeysky 
block, according to the statement. Rystad 
Energy predicted that Gazprom’s 2019 
discoveries hold combined recoverable 
resources of around 1.5 billion boe, with 
Dinkov ranked as the second-largest find in 
2019 worldwide. Shenga noted that many 
of 2019’s high-impact wells turned out to 
be duds. “Although the discovered volumes 
for 2019 surpassed the preceding year, it 
was a disappointing year for high-profile 
wells as many prospects with significant 
estimated pre-drill resources failed to de-
liver. Over 10 billion barrels of estimated 
pre-drill volumes were at stake in wells 
that failed to encounter hydrocarbons,” 
he noted.

Despite headwinds

Chinese economy to maintain 
steady growth in 2020

NEW YORK:

China is capable of maintaining steady 
economic growth in the year to come and 
beyond, buoyed by multiple driving forces, 
despite mounting downward pressure, 
economists have said. The gross domestic 
product growth in China in 2020 is likely to 
be stable,” said Xu Gao, chief economist of 
Bank of China International Ltd, at a panel 
held here.

Chinese policymakers have “ample policy 
ammunition to maintain a stable growth,” 
Xu said, adding he expects the nation to 
embrace a friendlier policy environment 
in the coming year as it heads to boost eco-
nomic growth. The economist also pointed 
out that the biggest upward potential for 
the Chinese economy lies in the mas-
sive number of high-skilled and low-cost 
human resources.

Themed on “Forecast of China’s Economy 
for 2020,” the panel featured a group of lead-
ing Chinese and American economists, who 
shared their insights on macro-economic 
trends, reform possibilities, as well as ex-
pected challenges and opportunities in 

2020 and beyond. Panelists lauded China’s 
vigorous efforts in deepening further reform 
and opening up, while tackling challenges in 
recent years.

“That’s really important. It’s a really big 
deal. We even see it (the reform) with re-
spect to the state enterprise,” said Barry 
Naughton, an economist with the School of 
Global Policy and Strategy at the University 
of California, San Diego. He also said China 
is leading the way in the adoption of decen-
tralized, convenient and cashless payment 
systems, which is “really impressive.” Huang 
Yiping, professor and deputy dean of the 
National School of Development at Peking 
University, said he is “confident” about the 
prospects for China’s economic growth.

“The Chinese economy is entering into 
a new phase of development,” which has 
inevitably caused some problems in the 
financial sector, said Huang. “We actually 
see in concrete steps moving ahead (to-
ward financial reform and opening-up),” 
he said, adding “I’m confident and I’m op-
timistic that we are moving in the right 
direction.”



Climate change & Int’l politics

C limate change is a global problem that 
can also have great impact on the politi-
cal relations of the nations. Its causes and 
impacts are distributed and felt across the 
international system, transcending tradi-

tional boundaries and jurisdictions of the states of 
the international political system.

It is not the nature that shapes human societies now 
rather their political behaviors that rule over the na-
ture. Opening up with the fact that climate has been 
falling since it was overlooked by the politics among 
power hungry beings, it has become quite evident 
that it is no more about protecting the beauty of the 
world rather necessities of those residing in it. Ocean 
levels are rising and seas are getting hotter. Longer, 
progressively extreme dry seasons spell compro-
mise of yields, natural life and freshwater supplies. 
From polar bears in the Arctic to marine turtles off 
the shoreline of Africa, our planet’s decent variety 
of life is in danger from the wavering temperature. 
Environmental change represents a crucial danger 
to the spots, species and individuals. Addressing this 
state of emergency necessitates earnestly diminish 
carbon contamination and get ready for the outcomes 
of a worldwide temperature alteration, which we 

are now encountering. This requires advance ar-
rangements to battle environmental change, draw 
in with organizations to diminish carbon outflows 
and help individuals and nature adjust to a changing 
atmosphere which apparently doesn’t seem to hap-
pen. Scientists are documenting the effects of such 
climate-related shifts, which largely stem from global 
warming caused by humans and are already affect-
ing daily life.

Modern times have seen the environment de-
graded due to careless production and consumption. 
Attempting to overcome this, states have developed 
environmental policies according to their own per-
spectives, interests and geopolitical strategies. The 
amelioration of pollution and the preservation and 
protection of natural resources are two issues that 
remark the importance of regulating interactions 
between societies and the environment.

The degrading trend of the environment has led 
the international community to join their efforts 
to develop a common framework to combat it. 
Understanding that climate change derives from 
humankind’s overproduction, which releases over-
whelming amounts of carbon dioxide and other pol-
luting emissions; policymakers attempt to develop 
policies on modifying the population’s behavior and 
consumption patterns towards a more sustainable 
approach. For this, production processes also need 
to change, implying a potential overhaul of existing 
industrial policies.

In fact, 2015 to 2018 were the four hottest years 
ever recorded. Environmental change is a signifi-
cant risk to horticulture. Where, how and when we 
develop nourishment is fundamentally associated 
with our atmosphere’s typical examples. Around the 

world, ranchers are battling to stay aware of moving 
climate designs and progressively erratic water sup-
plies. Ranches are bound to confront assaults from 
weeds, maladies and vermin, which influence yield. 
Smoke from out of control fires, further debases the 
air. Extraordinary summer heat implies more pass-
ing during heatwaves. Sweltering climate, flooding 
and other outrageous climate occasions harm frame-
work, put substantial weights on electrical supplies 
and upset how we travel and drive. Since the issue 
has heightened and the enigma between politics and 
environment has risen, the future of humanity has 
been put at risk by the passiveness of the powerful 
ones to address these in an efficient way. Scrutinizing 
the scenario, climate change is the foremost issue that 
is threatening the survival of all but is getting realiza-
tion of none. The response of political leaders depict 
that the humanity would be at risk as far as they will 
keep on wearing the political lenses which they aren’t 
willing to take off. The basic problem is that the en-
vironmental concerns moved out from shadows and 
appeared on significant positions in political agendas.

The states aren’t realizing that their short term poli-
tics is adding more to their long term consequences 
and they have transformed the issues of purely 
normative grounds into exclusive issues of politics. 
Immediate realization is required that the world can-
not afford another decade of disappointment and the 
decisions taken, acts conducted in next ten years are 
going to affect the magnitude of climate change for 
centuries to come.

Today in Hist    ry

Cars moving targets 
for hackers

LAS VEGAS

As cars evolve into rolling mobile com-
puters, the potential for disastrous cyber 
attacks has become a new road hazard. 
Cybersecurity firm GuardKnox demon-
strated the threat in a Formula 1 driving 
simulation at the Consumer Electronics 
show this week in Las Vegas.

Moments into the virtual drive, a 
GuardKnox engineer playing the role of 
hacker struck and the steering wheel no 
longer controlled the speeding car. The 
faux race was over for the driver, stuck on 
the side of the road in a scenario that cy-
bersecurity specialists say could become 
very real.

New car models are packed with com-
puter chips, sensors and mobile technol-
ogy that hackers could exploit to sabotage 
systems or commandeer controls.

Opportunities for attacks are being 
revved up by the trend of self-driving, 
electric cars communicating in real-time 
with the cloud, smart city infrastructures, 
and one another.

GuardKnox chief executive Moshe Shlisel 

gave an example of a hacker remotely tak-
ing control of a fuel tanker truck, sending 
it to crash into a building. “It’s September 
11 on wheels,” Shlisel said in an interview 
at CES.

Cybersecurity has become as integral to 
vehicle engineering as crash safety and fuel 
efficiency, according to Henry Bzeih, a for-
mer member of the Council for Automobile 
Cybersecurity, who spoke at the Las Vegas 
event. “Connectivity is the reason why 
this is happening,” Bzeih said. “Now, all 
elements have to be designed with cyber-
security in mind.”

Saturday, January 11, 2020

www.theasiantelegraph.net

Editor-in-Chief: Amna Malik
Editor: Mohammad Arshad

Phone: + 92 51 2814017 Offce # 407/408, 4th Floor, Evacuee 
Trust, Agha Khan Road, F-5/1 Islamabad

CPFTA Phase-II

The operationalization of the second phase of Free Trade Agreement 
with China is the success of the government and an opportunity to 
resolve many pressing economic issues.  Under the Phase-II of China 
Pakistan Free Trade Agreement (CPFTA) both the friendly countries 
will come closer and it will help mitigate losses resulted by the ill-

negotiated FTA with China in 2006. On December 1, 2019, the Protocol to Amend 
the Free Trade Agreement between China and Pakistan entered into force, making 
substantial revisions to the China-Pakistan Free Trade Agreement (CPFTA) first 
signed in November 2006. (The full text of the protocol can be found here in English 
and here in Chinese).The Amending Protocol, also known as Phase-II of the CPFTA, 
intends to deepen trade relations between China and Pakistan through increasing 
liberalization of trade in goods, safeguarding mechanisms for its domestic industry, 
and facilitating intercountry balance of payments and electronic data exchange.
Under the deal, 313 Pakistani items will not be subjected to any taxes or duties 
while 75 percent of the Pakistani exports will be given free access to the Chinese 
market in a gradual manner. The agreement will not only increase Pakistani exports 
to China but it has also safeguards to safeguard the local industry. It will also help 
eliminate misdeclaration and under-invoicing and exchange of information which 
will streamline trade. The FTA signed in 2006 resulted in heavy losses to Pakistani 
economy as imports from China resulted in 34 percent of overall deficit which was 
78 percent of the total current account deficit in 2018. China has become a major 
economic power importing and exporting goods worth trillions of dollars with a 
surplus of over 475 billion dollars. If Pakistan can get only one percent share in the 
Chinese imports, it will translate into billions of dollars relieving the export-starved 
country of many economic problems. The government as well as the private sector 
should join hands to derive maximum benefit from the deal for which increased 
production, quality, value addition and research and development should be fo-
cused while trade barriers should be removed without delay.

Foreign exchange processes’ 
automation

T he State Bank of Pakistan is determined to automate the foreign 
exchange processes by the June this year. Previously, the SBP had 
to place restrictions on advance payment in foreign exchange due 
to rising trade deficit, fast dwindling forex reserves and many other 
factors that had created imbalance in the economy. However, SBP has 

allowed advance payment in FX to manufacturing industry up to 50 percent of 
LC for import of raw material and spare parts.With the reduction in imbalances 
in economy, SBP would ease out restrictions on advance payments in FX and 
has already delegated advance payment up to $10,000 to commercial banks. 
The business community must discourage the use of hundi/hawala that was 
harmful for the economy and use legal channels for foreign payments.The busi-
ness community must complete documentary requirements in foreign exchange 
cases to avoid delay and informed them about the checklist of documents that 
was necessary to process such cases. The manual process of foreign exchange 
cases took 5-7 days and after the automation of such processes, hopefully by June 
2020, processing time would be reduced. SBP has established a facilitation desk 
for foreign exchange cases and any business person could send complaint regard-
ing foreign exchange case through email SBP would make all possible efforts to 
address such complaints.Many importers and exporters face great problems in 
making advance payments due to SBP’s restrictions and emphasized that SBP 
should look into such cases for ease of doing business. They also asked many 
questions to SBP team for clarification on many points and received detailed 
answers. Earlier, the central bank tightened regulations for foreign exchange 
companies, making it mandatory for them to render ‘independent’ efforts related 
to know-your-customer and due diligence to check money laundering and ter-
ror financing.
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Hathaway, Kit in talks for New 
Hollywood Play

NEW YORK

 Academy Award-winner Anne Hathaway and Game of 
Thrones star Kit Harington are in “very early discussions” 
to star opposite one another in Double Feature, a new play 
from John Logan (Red). The play aims to hit Broadway in 
2021, with hopes for a West End production to follow. 
There is no confirmation on either run or official casting 
at this time.

The new work will feature two plays in one. The first will 
touch on the controversial and abusive working relation-
ship between director Alfred Hitchcock and actress Tippi 
Hedren. Hathaway is currently in talks to portray Hedren. 
It is speculated that Harington’s fellow Game of Thrones 
alumna, Conleth Hill, could portray Hitchcock. The second 
play would feature Harington and tells the story of a young 
man who meets his idol, horror auteur, Vincent Price.

Anne Hathaway won an Academy Award for her portrayal 
of Fantine in the big screen adaptation of Les Miserables. 
Her other stage roles include Grounded (Public Theater) 
and Twelfth Night (Shakespeare in the Park). Harrington 
played Jon Snow on HBO’s “Game of Thrones,” a global phe-
nomenon that aired eight seasons over the past eight years. 
He was nominated for two Emmys for his performance as 
the resurrected hero of the Night’s Watch. He got his start 
in the West End production of “War Horse.”

Theodora Porphyrogenita sometimes 
numbered Theodora III, was Byzantine 
Empress from 19 April 1042 to her death on 
31 August 1056. She was sole empress reg-
nant from 11 January 1055. She was born 
into the Macedonian dynasty that ruled the 
Byzantine Empire for almost two hundred 
years. Theodora became involved in politi-
cal matters only late into her life. Her father 
Constantine VIII was co-ruler of the Byzantine 
Empire for 63 years then sole emperor from 
1025 to 1028. After he died his older daugh-
ter, Zoë, co-ruled with her husbands then her 
adopted son, Michael V, keeping Theodora 
closely watched. After two foiled plots, the 
princess was exiled to an island monastery in 
the Sea of Marmara in 1031. A decade later, the 
people of Constantinople rose against Michael 
V and insisted that she return to rule alongside 
her sister.

After 65 days Zoë married again to 
Constantine IX, who assumed the imperial re-
sponsibilities. Theodora seemingly retired to a 
convent after the death of Zoë in 1050. When 
Constantine died, the seventy-four-year-old 
Theodora returned to the throne in the teeth of 
fierce opposition from court officials and mili-
tary claimants. For sixteen months she was a 
strong empress before being struck down by a 
sudden illness and dying aged seventy-six. She 
was the last ruler of the Macedonian line.

‘Peace-Development Nexus’:

 UNDP in Pakistan 
launches 23rd issue of DAP

 Q Sohail Majeed Butt
ISLAMABAD

 UNDP in Pakistan launched UNDP 
Pakistan and Swiss Development 
Corporation’s quarterly publication, 
the Development Advocate in Pakistan 
(DAP) at the National University of 
Science and Technology (NUST) on 
Friday. The 23rd issue of DAP is on 
the theme of ‘Peace and Development 
Nexus’ in Pakistan. The launch in-
cluded a panel discussion on ‘The 
Peace-Development Nexus’ in Pakistan, 

with the objective to discuss the rela-
tionship between the two, while ana-
lyzing how this nexus has manifested 
itself in the case of Pakistan.

“Peace is a key component for 
achieving sustainable development”, 
stated Mr. Ignacio Artaza, Resident 
Representative a.i. UNDP Pakistan. “A 
peaceful society provides a healthy 
socio-economic environment for busi-
nesses and people to flourish, leading 
to sustainable development.”

Panelists included Dr. Najimdeen 

Bakare (Head of Department at Center 
for International Peace and Stability), 
Dr. Simbal Khan (Conflict Prevention 
and Gender Expert), and Dr. Arshi 
Saleem Hashmi (Head of Department 
at Department of Peace and Conflict 
Studies at National Defense University). 
The discussion highlighted that peace 
and development share a mutually re-
inforcing relationship; while peace is 
a pre-requisite for sustainable devel-
opment, inclusivity of development is 
essential to maintain peace.

Theodora crowned Empress of Byzantine Empire

Zainab Iftikhar

The writer is a researcher and freelance 
writer
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Selena Gomez releases new 
album Rare

LOS ANGELES

 Selena Gomez has released her first album for 
five years, and admits the record was a “night-
mare to deal with”. The 27-year-old singer-and-
actress dropped her third studio album ‘Rare’ 
- her first album since 2015’s ‘Revival’ - on Friday 
(10.01.20), and the star says she nearly released 
the record two years ago. She said: “Honestly, this 
album was kind of a nightmare to deal with, but 
in the best way possible.

“I thought that I was so ready like two years 
ago ... I had collected all of these sessions, beauti-
ful sessions, that I don’t even remember half of 
them because it evolved each year.” Selena has 
battled some health issues in recent years, in-
cluding undergoing a kidney transplant as part 
of her battle with lupus in 2017, and she admit-
ted “very drastic” changes in her life led to her 
album going in different directions to how she 
initially intended.

Speaking to Spotify, she added: “And then 
something would happen to me and it would 
be very drastic, so that it would take me some-
where else.

Royal storm: Meghan back in 

Canada

ONTARIO

 Prince Harry’s wife Meghan Markle has re-
turned to Canada following the couple’s bomb-
shell announcement they were quitting their 
frontline royal duties, their spokeswoman said 
Friday. “I can confirm reports that the duchess 
is in Canada,” she said, that Meghan had flown 
back on Thursday to rejoin the couple’s baby 
son, Archie.

Earlier the UK newspaper, claimed that “Prince 
Harry was plotting to follow his wife to Canada 
last night after she fled across the Atlantic to be 
with Archie having left him with their nanny and 
her best friend following their Christmas break.”

“The Duke and Duchess of Sussex are under-
stood to have left Archie in Canada after their 
six-week trip and the eight-month-old is being 
cared for by their nanny and Meghan’s best 
friend, Jessica Mulroney,” it added. As per the 
reports, Meghan flew from London to Canada in 
the hours after the Sussexes shocked the world 
and quit as senior royals.

Jennifer Lawrence dashes in 
oversized coat

 NEW YORK

 Jennifer Lawrence seems to be always on 
trend — even when she’s off duty. The actress 
stepped out in New York, wearing a minimalist 
ensemble. Featuring a beige oversized coat, the 
star of her look was a pair of Bottega Veneta’s 
Almond pumps.

The sand leather shoe comes from the brand’s 
pre-fall ’19 collection and retails for $790. It was 
one of the first designs introduced by Bottega 
Veneta’s creative director, Daniel Lee, when he 
came on board in 2018. Since then, the label has 
been on a meteoric rise, grabbing the attention 
of today’s biggest celebs including Hailey Bieber 
and Rosie Huntington-Whiteley.

Shanghai attracts 
record foreign capital 
in 2019

SHANGHAI

 Foreign capital in Shanghai achieved a 
new high last year in the city’s history -- 
19.05 billion U.S. dollars, up 10.1 percent 
year on year, the municipal government 
said Friday. An average of over 52 mil-
lion U.S. dollars of foreign capital was 
invested in Shanghai daily. Last year, 50 
regional headquarters of foreign-funded 
multinational companies and 20 foreign-
funded R&D centers landed in Shanghai.

In total, the regional headquarters of 
720 foreign-funded multinational com-
panies, as well as 461 foreign-funded 
R&D centers, had landed in Shanghai by 
the end of 2019, as the city’s headquar-
ters economy took off. Official statistics 
show that Shanghai added 6,800 new 
foreign investment projects in 2019, up 
21.5 percent year on year. The contrac-
tual foreign capital amounted to 50.25 
billion U.S. dollars, up 7.1 percent.

Business services continued to lead the 
city in attracting foreign investment, while 
information services, trade, financial ser-
vices and real estate achieved balanced 
development. Science and technology ser-
vices continued to be the fastest-growing 
industry. A series of opening-up policies 
and business environment improve-
ment contributed to investment growth, 
according to the local government. The 
foreign investment law, which went 
into effect Jan. 1, is expected to further 
stimulate the market. A total of 60 for-
eign investment projects worth over 7.3 
billion U.S. dollars were signed Friday at 
a ceremony organized by the municipal 
government. Among the signed projects, 
there were 39 in manufacturing with a 
total investment of 4.7 billion U.S. dollars, 
20 mega-projects worth over 100 million 
U.S. dollars each.

Gayle terms Pakistan as ‘safest place 
in the world’

CHATTOGRAM

 West Indies batting star Chris Gayle has 
said Pakistan providing presidential-level 
security to its cricketing guests has made 
it “one of the safest places in the world”. 
“Pakistan is one of the safest places right 
now in the world. They say you will get 

presidential security so you are in good 
hands,” Gayle told reporters.

Gayle, who is currently playing 
for Chattogram Challangers in the 
Bangladesh Premier League (BPL) said 
that he would like to extend his time 
in the sport for as long as he can as the 

40-year-old felt that he had “a lot to offer”. 
“A lot of people still want [to] see Chris 
Gayle out there and I would love to carry 
on as long as possible,” Gayle said.

“Even in franchise cricket I am still play-
ing a few games here and there around 
the globe because I still feel I have a lot to 
offer.” The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
had invited Bangladesh to play three T20I 
and two Tests however, the Bangladesh 
Cricket Board (BCB) has proposed to play 
the T20s on home ground while the Tests 
be staged on neutral ground, with no for-
mal reasoning.

The PCB on the other hand, has main-
tained that it would no longer play its 
home series abroad as security concerns 
have been addressed with the successful 
hosting of the Sri Lanka series. The BCB 
is expected to take a final decision when 
the board meets on Sunday.

PSL ticket sales to kick 
off from Jan 20

LAHORE

 The Pakistan 
Super League 
(PSL)  2020 
will kick off its 
ticket sales from 
January 20. The 
league is expected 
to finalise its 
policy regarding 
ticket prices and 
other matters by 
Jan 18.

Meanwhile, the 
Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) re-
portedly intends 
to keep ticket 
prices at the minimum in a bid 
to attract large audience to the 
stadia.

According to sources close to the 
PCB, the prices of the enclosures 

will range from Rs500 to Rs3,000. 
It is expected that the ticket price 
of day matches will be signifi-
cantly lower to the ones played 
under floodlights.

Brisbane Open:

Osaka battles for 2 hours while Kvitova cruises to semis
BRISBANE

 Naomi Osaka battled for 
two hours while Petra Kvitova 
cruised to victory on Friday as 
both booked spots in the semi-
finals of the season-opening 
Brisbane International.

Osaka´s form slipped after 
the first set but the world 
number four eventually saw 
off sixth seed Kiki Bertens 
6-3, 3-6, 6-3 at the Pat Rafter 
Arena. Bertens was on the at-

tack in the second set but lost 
control in the decider when 
she began to struggle with her 
first serve.

It was a more straight-
forward affair for fifth 
seed Kvitova, who downed 
American qualifier Jennifer 
Brady 6-4, 6-2. Kvitova, a two-
time Wimbledon champion 
who won her first WTA title 
in Brisbane in 2011, was in 
superb touch against Brady, 

who beat Maria Sharapova 
and Ashleigh Barty in the first 
two rounds but was never in 
the hunt.

“I didn’t serve well at all the 
first game, but since then I 
served much, much better and 
that´s helped me a lot through 
this match today for sure,” 
Kvitova said. “My body´s still 
not falling apart yet, so that’s 
good as well.”

Osaka, who burst to stardom 

by winning consecutive Grand 
Slam crowns at the 2018 US 
Open and 2019 Australia 
Open, will next play defending 
champion Karolina Pliskova. 
Pliskova reached the semi-
finals with a tough 7-6 (8/6), 
6-3 over unseeded American 
Alison Riske.

The world number two never 
had it easy against Riske, who 
let herself down with 11 dou-
ble faults. “It’s always close — I 

don´t know what it is about me 
and Alison,” Pliskova said.

“I think we played really good 
tennis today. We actually have 
very similar games. It’s always 
close and always seems to 
have tiebreaks. “I’m happy to 
win in two sets.” Kvitova faces 
Madison Keys, who cruised 
past fellow American Danielle 
Collins 6-4, 6-1 to secure her 
berth in the final four. Collins 
seemed flat after two impres-

sive victories in the opening 
rounds and her opponent 
never ceded control of the 
match.

“I don’t think Danielle played 
her best tennis today, but I 
think I did a really good job 
taking care of my side of the 
net,” Keys said. “I served well, 
returned fairly well, especially 
in the second set. So I think 
overall it was just a pretty solid 
match.”

Bullish trend witnessed in PSX,

KSE 100-Index moves 
above 43,000 points

KARACHI

 Bullish trend was witnessed in 
the Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) 
on Friday, the last trading day of 
the week. The benchmark KSE-100 
Index witnessed a massive recovery 
and at the opening bell, the index 
went up by 638 points to cross the 
level of 43,000 points.

The market is currently trading at 
43,161 points level. This is the high-
est level of the 100-Index achieved 
in the last 17 months in the coun-
try’s history. The PSX and the stocks 
across the globe lost number of 
points after Iran attacked US troops 
in Baghdad, Iraq with ballistic mis-
siles on Wednesday.

However, the investors are gain-
ing their confidence back, especially 
after US President Donald Trump’s 
address to his nation in which he 

ruled out direct military action 
against Iran.

The Pakistan Stock Exchange 
Wednesday had witnessed a bearish 

trend, despite bullish due to panic 
selling after Iran’s missile attack on 
US-led forces in Iraq.

However, Pakistan Stock Exchange 
on Thursday witnessed bullish 
trend as the KSE-100 Index closed 
at 42,523.07 points as compared to 
41,357.56 points on the last working 
day with a positive change of 1032 
points. The Index traded in a range 
of 1197.92 points or 2.90 percent 
of previous close, showing an intra-
day high of 42,555.48 and a low of 
41,357.56.

Of the 92 traded companies in the 
KSE100 Index 83 closed up while 9 
closed down. Total volume traded for 
the index was 249.49 million shares. 
All Share Volume increased by 82.42 
million to 362.49 million Shares. 
Market Cap increased by Rs173.56 
billion.

Airlines face higher fuel bills on 
Iran, Iraq tensions

DUBAI

 Airlines are facing higher fuel 
bills as they reroute flights to avoid 
airspace over Iran and Iraq due to 
recent heightened tension between 
Washington and Tehran, adding 
further financial pressure to an in-
dustry already contending with the 
prolonged grounding of Boeing’s 
737 MAX jets. Germany’s Lufthansa 
AG, Air France-KLM, Singapore 

Airlines and Malaysia Airlines have 
redirected flights from airspace in 
the region after Iranian forces fired 
missiles at military bases housing 
US troops in Iraq. A Ukraine jetliner 
also crashed in Tehran, although the 
cause is not yet known.

Avoiding Iraqi/Iranian air space 
is a double headache for airlines, 
independent aviation consultant 
John Strickland said by email, not-

ing longer journey times that would 
throw off schedules and add to op-
erating costs. Mark Zee, founder of 
OPSGROUP, which monitors global 
aerospace for risks that it shares 
with industry members, said rerout-
ing to avoid Iranian and Iraqi air-
space could add around 40 minutes 
to trips from Europe to Asia.

Australia’s Qantas Airways said 
such a detour would add 50 minutes 

to its Perth to London flight time, 
forcing it to reduce passenger num-
bers — and therefore revenue — in 
order to carry more jet fuel. Virgin 
Atlantic also said its flight times to 
and from Mumbai would be “slightly 
longer than expected.” Based on data 
from Flightradar24 and feedback 
from airline members, Zee said car-
riers are largely redirecting flights 
over parts of Saudi Arabia and Egypt.

OPEN MARKET FOREX RATES

Currency Buying Selling

Australian Dollar 106.5 108

Bahrain Dinar 406 408

Canadian Dollar 117 118.5

China Yuan 22.1 22.25

Danish Krone 23 23.3

 Euro 172 174

Hong Kong Dollar 19.8 20.05

Indian Rupee 2.12 2.19

Japanese Yen 1.39 1.42

Kuwaiti Dinar 508.5 511

Malaysian Ringgit 37.45 37.8

NewZealand $ 103.45 104.15

Norwegians Krone 17.4 17.65

Omani Riyal 401.5 403.5

Qatari Riyal 42.35 42.7

 Saudi Riyal 40.85 41.3

Singapore Dollar 112.25 114.5

 Swedish Korona 16.7 16.95

Swiss Franc 158.4 159.3

 Thai Baht 5.05 5.15

U.A.E Dirham 41.85 42.25

 UK Pound Sterling 201 204

US Dollar 154.4 155.1

KSA launches bidding for 4 
new solar projects

LONDON

 Saudi Arabia has kicked off the 
bidding process for four major 
solar projects capable of generat-
ing 1,200MW as the Kingdom seeks 
to reduce its reliance on fossil fuels. 
The Renewable Energy Project 
Development Office of Saudi Arabia’s 
Ministry of Energy said it had issued 

the requests for qualification (RFQ) 
for the third round of the Kingdom’s 
National Renewable Energy Program 
(NREP). The first batch of projects 
will target smaller firms and will 
include the Layla 80 MW solar PV 
and the Wadi Al Dawaser 120 MW 
solar PV projects. The second batch 
will include the larger Saad 300 MW 

solar PV and Ar Rass 700 MW solar 
PV projects.  Renewable Energy 
Projects Development Office head 
Faisal Alyemni said the work will 
carry a minimum requirement of 17 
percent local content as calculated by 
the Local Content and Government 
Procurement Authority. Launched 
in 2017, REPDO tendered the first 
round of renewable energy projects 
which included Sakaka 300 MW solar 
PV project, now connected to the na-
tional electricity grid, and Dumat Al 
Jandal 400 MW wind project, which 
is currently under construction.  The 
second round launched last July 
comprised of six solar PV projects 
amounting to 1,470 MW.  Interested 
bidders have until Jan.20 and Feb. 3 
to submit proposals for categories B 
and A respectively.  

Gold rates drop Rs1250 
per tola in local market

KARACHI

 Gold rates in the domestic mar-
ket saw a drop of Rs1250 to trade at 
Rs89,150 per tola on Friday. Likewise, 
the price of 10 grams of precious yellow 
metal fell by Rs1171 to Rs76,431. Gold 
rates had climbed to an all-time high 
with an increase of Rs2850 per tola on 
Jan 2. The per tola rate of the precious 
metal had touched Rs93350. 10 grams 
of gold had also recorded an upsurge 
in price with an increase of Rs2442 to 
reach Rs80032. International markets 
also recorded a sizeable increase in the 
price of gold with an increase of 26 dol-
lars on an ounce.
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US-Iran tensions:

Pak committed to defusing 
Mideast escalation: FM Qureshi
FM Qureshi to leave for Tehran, Riyadh, Washington tomorrow

ISLAMABAD

Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi on the advice of Prime Minister 
Imran Khan will be visiting Iran tomor-
row (Monday) to defuse tensions in 
the Middle East. After Iran, the foreign 
minister will land in Saudi Arabia on 
January 13 and then he will leave for 
Washington on January 15.

Prime Minister Imran Khan on 
Wednesday had directed Foreign 
Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi to 
visit Iran, Saudi Arabia, United States 
and meet with respective foreign min-
isters, Secretary of State.

Amid escalating tensions between 
the United States and Tehran following 
the assassination of a top Iranian gen-
eral, Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi on Friday made a telephone 
call to his Bahraini counterpart to dis-
cuss regional peace. 

During the telephonic conversation 

with Bahrain’s Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Khalid bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, 
FM Qureshi highlighted Pakistan’s 
deep concern over the recent develop-

ments and underscored the imperative 
of avoidance of conflict, the exercise of 
maximum restraint and de-escalation 
of tensions.

Foreign Minister for Bahrain lauded 
Pakistan’s efforts regional peace and 
stability and appreciated its neutral 
role in the conflict. Both dignitaries 
emphasised on the need for collabora-
tive efforts needed to tackle challenges 
faced by Muslim countries in the world 
and regional turmoil.

Iranian Envoy   Seyyed Mohammad 
Ali Hosseini on Friday called on Foreign 
Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi. The 
meeting which took place at the cham-
ber of the FM at the Parliament House, 
discussed US-Iran tensions and over all 
security situation of the region.

Speaking on the occasion, Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi said increasing ten-
sion in the region is not in favour of 
any country and added that Pakistan 

is committed to play its role to defuse 
the tensions.

The FM said, he is in contact with his 
counterparts in the region and on the 
directions of PM Imran Khan he is set 
to visit Iran and other important coun-
tries. Qureshi extended his well wishes 
to Seyyed Mohammad Ali Hosseini for 
assuming charge of his office.

He also pinned hoped that rela-
tions between both the brotherly 
Islamic States will further deepen 
during Hooeeini’s tenure as an envoy 
to Pakistan. Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi on Friday has dis-
cussed escalating Iran-United States 
(US) hostility with his Iraqi coun-
terpart Mohamed Ali al-Hakim. In a 
telephonic conversation, FM Qureshi 
expressed concerns on increasing 
tensions in the region and urged to 
resolve the matter in the light of in-
ternational law.

President Dr. Arif Alvi in a group photo with the Vice Chancellor, Dr. M. Naeem Khan and students of University of Baltistan, Skardu at Aiwan e 
Sadr, Islamabad on January 10, 2020.

Lahore-Sialkot Motorway 
(Ist section) opened for 
public: ISPR

RAWALPINDI

 The first section of Lahore-Sialkot 
Motorway has been opened for public 
traffic, the Inter-Services Public Relations 
(ISPR) said on Friday. In a statement, the 
ISPR said that the operative section of 22 
kilometers starts from Kala Shah Kaku 
till Road Muridke-Narowal and the re-
maining portion of 69 kilometers will be 
opened in the next few months.

The ISPR said that the completion 
of 91 kilometers long Lahore-Sialkot 
Motorway by the Frontier Works 
Organization (FWO) would enable trave-
ling time to 50 minutes only. The motor-

way upon its full functionality will also 
reduce the traffic burden on the Grand 
Trunk (GT) Road as well as on Lahore-
Islamabad Motorway (M2).

Earlier in the day, David Johnston Vice 
Chief of Defence Australia called on 
Pakistan’s Chief of Armed Staff (COAS) 
General Qamar Javed Bajwa, ISPR re-
ported. Pakistani Army Chief met the 
dignitary at the General Headquarters 
(GHQ) where matters pertaining to mu-
tual interest and the current bushfires in 
Australia came under discussion, inter-
services public relations (ISPR) wing of 
the Armed forces said.

Easing Mideast Risk

Oil set for biggest weekly 
loss since July

SINGAPORE/LONDON/NEW YORK:

 Oil headed for its biggest weekly loss 
since July as the prospect of an immedi-
ate confrontation between the US and 
Iran abated, allaying fears of disruption 
to Middle East energy supplies.

Futures initially soared to an eight-
month high above $65 a barrel in New 
York on Jan. 8 as Washington and Tehran 
faced-off after the killing of a top Iranian 
general, but all of this year’s gains dis-
sipated as the two adversaries backed 
away from a full-scale conflict. Crude is 
now trading back below $60, down 5.9 
per cent for the week.

The aborted rally is another sign that 
global oil markets remain comfortably 
supplied, largely because of the US shale-
oil revolution. Nationwide crude invento-
ries increased by 1.16 million barrels last 
week despite expectations for a decline, 
and gasoline stockpiles hit a 10-month 
high, government data showed on Jan. 8.

West Texas Intermediate crude for 
February delivery fell 27 cents to $59.29 
a barrel on the New York Mercantile 
Exchange as of 8:57am local time. Brent 

futures for March settlement slipped 
11 cents to $65.26 a barrel on the ICE 
Futures Europe exchange.

“The situation in the oil market 
has eased surprisingly quickly,” 
said Carsten Fritsch, an analyst at 
Commerzbank AG in Frankfurt. “While 
the start of the week was still domi-
nated by concerns about the conflict 
between the US and Iran escalating and 
possibly resulting in disruptions to oil 
shipments, this topic now appears to 
be considered closed.”

The conflict has so far spared output 
and exports from the Middle East, and 
the global market has a comfortable sup-
ply cushion. Opec members are sitting 
on huge amounts of spare capacity after 
cutting production for most of the past 
three years, and American production is 
increasing.

However, tensions in the Arabian Gulf 
remains elevated as President Donald 
Trump continues to squeeze Tehran 
with stringent economic sanctions over 
its nuclear program.

India’s citizenship law sparks 
protests in South Africa

JOHANNESBURG/ CAPE TOWN

South Africans protested in Cape Town 
against India’s new citizenship law, which 
critics claim could turn the country’s mi-
norities into second-class citizens.

“We demand the Indian govern-
ment to immediately revoke three dis-
criminatory pieces of legislation -- the 
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), the 
National Register of Citizens (NRC) and 
the Transgender Persons Act,” protest or-
ganizer Rehana Khan Parker said at the 
demonstration outside India’s consulate 
general in the capital.

Thousands of people have been protest-

ing across India since Dec. 11 to oppose 
the new citizenship law backed by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. The legislation 
makes it easier for people from non-Mus-
lim minorities in Afghanistan, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan who settled in India before 
2015 to obtain Indian citizenship.

The protesters, who included young 
children, carried placards reading 
“Increasing fascism in India is a threat to 
global peace” and “India stop killing of 
minorities #FreeKashmir.” In their list of 
demands, they urged the Indian govern-
ment to immediately repeal both the CAA 
and proposed NRC acts.

“Release all unjustly detained protes-
tors and suspend police brutality against 
protestors!” Parker said. It was the sec-
ond protest against India’s citizenship 
law to take place in South Africa in less 
than a month. Last month, scores of 
South Africans protested at the Indian 
consulate general in Johannesburg 
against the same laws.

In a recent interview, Iqbal Jassat, exec-
utive member of the Johannesburg-based 
advocacy group Media Review Network 
(MRN), appealed to South Africa’s rul-
ing African National Congress-led gov-
ernment to break its silence on India’s 
atrocities and killings. “We are deeply 
concerned about the inexplicable muted 
stance of President Cyril Ramaphosa. The 
horror inflicted upon India’s marginal-
ized population -- including mass arrests, 
torture and abductions of student activ-
ists -- and the erosion of freedom of the 
press ought to be condemned at the high-
est level within the South African govern-
ment,” Jassat said.

Officials of the Indian consulate general 
declined to receive the memorandum 
from the protesters. However, the pro-
testers vowed to give it to the sheriff to 
deliver it to them on their behalf.

Efforts afoot to address 
gas shortage issue
Power minister blames gas shortfall on 
past governments

ISLAMABAD

 Minister for Power 
Division Omar Ayub Khan 
on Friday informed the 
Senate that there was issue 
of demand and supply of gas 
in the country and efforts 
were being made to address 
gas shortage. Responding to 
a Calling Attention Notice 
raised by Sherry Rehman 
and Sassui Palijo regarding 
crippling shortage of gas in 
harsh winter all across the 
country, the minister said 
that the Sindh province was 
informed in advance in 2019 
about the possible gas shortage in win-
ter season.

He said that the previous govern-
ments did not offer any incentive to the 
exploration sector during their tenures, 
resulting no major active discovery. He 
said that the provincial government was 
responsible for the ongoing gas crisis 
in the province as they denied giving a 
route for pipe-laying, adding that center 
could resolve the gas shortage by laying 
pipeline.

Earlier, senators Sherry Rehman and 
Sassui Palijo alleged that injustice was 
being done with Sindh province in provi-

sion of gas. They were of the views that 
around 70 per cent gas was producing 
by Sindh and no gas was available even 
for cooking purpose.

They also alleged that the province was 
being punished due to the monopoly of 
OGRA.

Meanwhile, senators belonging to 
Balochistan also protested against non-
provision of gas to various areas of the 
province. Speaking on point of order 
Sarfraz Bugti said that Sui was provid-
ing gas to the country for last few many 
decades but no gas was provided to the 
near areas of exploration wells.

Tea imports decrease by 26.38%in 5 months
ISLAMABAD

The import of tea witnessed decrease of 
26.38 percent during the first five months 
of the current fiscal year (2019-20) as 
compared to the corresponding period of 
last year. Pakistan imported tea worth US 
$184.361 million during July-November 
(2019-20) against the import of $250.413 
million during the same period of 2018-
19, according to the latest data of Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics (PBS).

In terms of quantity, the tea imports dur-
ing the period under review decreased by 
15.54 percent by going down from the 

imports of 93,444 metric tons to 78,922 
metric tons. On the basis of year-on-year, 
the tea imports decreased by 19.55 per-
cent during the month of November 2019 
compared to the same month of last year. 
The tea import was recorded at $41.791 
million in November 2019 as compared 
to the imports of $51.946 million in 
November 2018, the PBS data revealed.

On month-on-month basis, the tea im-
ports, however increased by 3.60 per-
cent in November 2019 as compared to 
the imports of $40.340 million in October 
2019. It is pertinent to mention here that 

the country’s merchandise trade defi-
cit plunged by 33.67 percent during the 
first six months of the current fiscal year 
(2019-20) as compared to the deficit of 
the same period of last year.

The trade deficit during July-December 
(2019-20) was recorded at $ 11.628 bil-
lion against the deficit of $16.771 billion 
during July-December (2018-19), the data 
revealed. The exports during the period 
increased from US $11.181 billion during 
last year to $11.535 billion during the cur-
rent fiscal year, showing growth of 3.17 
percent. 

Next OPEC+ ministerial 
meeting due in March

MOSCOW

The next meeting of the joint ministerial com-
mittee of OPEC and non-OPEC states is sched-
uled to March 6 in Vienna, the Organization 
said on its website on Friday. An extraordinary 
meeting of OPEC member-states will take place 
on March 5, prior to the OPEC+ meeting.

Furthermore, meetings in June were also 
scheduled. The subsequent OPEC meeting is 
planned to take place on June 9 in Vienna, fol-
lowed by the OPEC+ ministerial meeting on 
June 10.

The OPEC+ production reduction pact is 
aimed at stabilizing crude prices.

The countries participating in the agreement 
(24 crude exporters, including Russia) agreed 
to adjust the terms of the deal for the first 
quarter of 2020 at a meeting on December 6. 
Now starting January 1, 2020 their oil produc-
tion cuts will rise by 0.5 mln barrels per day 
from the current quota to 1.7 mln barrels per 
day. Russia’s quota has been increased from 
228,000 to 300,000 barrels per day from the 
level of October 2018.

Merkel due in 
Moscow today

MOSCOW

  German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s visit 
to Moscow, scheduled for today )Sunday), 
will be a one-day trip, a spokesperson for 
the German embassy in Russia told TASS 
on Friday. The chancellor will arrive in 
Moscow for a one-day visit,” the spokes-
person said in response to a question.

According to the embassy spokesperson, 
Merkel would be accompanied by German 
Foreign Minister Heiko Maas. The agenda 
of the German chancellor’s meeting with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin is expected 
to cover the developments in Syria.


