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We are all different, but when 
we ask for the Lord’s blessings, 
we must not forget that God 

created us equal.

Russian President

 Vladimir Putin

Airlines head for $84b net loss in 2020: IATA

US, Russia disarmament talks on June 22

The Asian Telegraph

Govt allows export of 
PPEs, hand sanitizers

Staff  Reporter
ISLAMABAD

Adviser to the Prime Minister on 
Commerce, Textile, Industry and 
Investment Abdul Razak Dawood said 
on Tuesday that the federal government 
granted permission to export personal 
protective equipment (PPEs) and hand 
sanitizers.Abdul Razak Dawood said in 
its Twitter message that a notification 
has been released to allow export of 
PPEs and hand sanitizers. He said that 
the federal government has done its 
part and exporters will take benefit of 
the decision to capture a good share of 
the world market amid COVID-19 cri-
sis.The commerce adviser clarified that 
the permission to export N95, surgical 
masks and Tyvek suits was not granted. 
Earlier in March, Federal Minister for 
Defence Production Zubaida Jalal had 
said that Pakistan Ordnance Factories 
(POF) started massive production of 
disinfectant and fabric masks in an ef-
fort to help the masses in fight against 
novel coronavirus.Talking to journalist, 
Zubaida Jalal had said that the factory 
has acquired the ability to manufacture 
25,000 masks and 10,000 litres of disin-
fectant on a daily basis. 

Oil slips on oversupply fears
Bureau Reporter

SINGAPORE/DUBAI/LONDON
Oil prices fell on Tuesday, weighed 

down by a stronger dollar and over-
supply concerns after it was announced 
that a trio of Gulf producers would end 
voluntary output cuts. Brent crude was 
down $0.46, or 1.1%, to $40.34 a barrel 
by 1134 GMT. West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) crude fell 39 cents, or 1%, to 
$37.80 per barrel. A “slightly stronger 
US dollar… is weighing on crude prices. 
Also the prospect of higher production 
from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the UAE and 
Oman in July is not helping prices as 
well,” UBS analyst Giovanni Staunovo 
said.The Organisation of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC), Russia and 
other producers, a grouping known as 
OPEC+, on Saturday agreed to extend 
record output cuts of 9.7 million bar-
rels per day (bpd) until the end of July. 
Saudi Arabia, however, later said it, 
Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) would not extend cuts of 1.18 
million bpd they are currently mak-
ing on top of that OPEC+ target.As for 
the OPEC+ pact, de facto OPEC leader 
Saudi Arabia has called on participants 

to ensure they comply with their prom-
ised cuts. Azerbaijan said on Tuesday 
it has fulfilled its obligations with its 
compliance at more than 98% in May. 
Kazakhstan said it had exceeded its 
May quota but would compensate for 
that in coming months.There are also 
some concerns that recent signs of im-
proving demand could prompt higher 
non-OPEC supply. “Healthy price lev-
els can bring unrestricted production 
back from other countries, such as the 
United States and Canada… And if pro-
duction rises there, prices will of course 

take a hit,” said Bjornar Tonhaugen, 
head of oil markets at Rystad Energy.
Goldman Sachs raised its 2020 fore-
cast for Brent to $40.40 per barrel and 
WTI at $36 but warned that prices 
would likely pull back in the coming 
weeks due to demand uncertainty and 
inventory overhang. Prices found some 
support earlier in the session after 
Libya’s National Oil Corporation told 
employees to shut its Sharara oilfield 
just hours after maintenance opera-
tions started as an “armed force” had 
entered the site.

Bureau Report
PARIS

International airlines are in line to 
make a combined net loss of more 
than $84 billion this year in the wake 
of the coronavirus crisis which has 
decimated air travel, the International 
Air Transport Association said 
Tuesday. “After $84 billion net losses 
this year we forecast supplementary 
losses of $15 billion in 2021,” the IATA 
said at a new conference, revealing the 
extent to which its 290 member car-
riers have been affected by the virus 
and the ensuing global lockdown de-
signed to limit its spread.“The losses 
this year will be the biggest in aviation 
history, over $84 billion in 2020 and 
nearly $16 billion in 2021,” said IATA 
director general Alexandre de Juniac. 
“By comparison, airlines lost $31 bil-
lion with the Global Financial Crisis 
and oil price spike in 2008 and 2009. 
There is no comparison for the dimen-
sion of this crisis.”De Juniac said IATA 
research “shows that people will re-
turn to flying as soon as borders open” 
and carriers had to be prepared for an 
orderly resumption once demand re-
turns in line with health guidelines. 
“The outlook is challenging to say the 
least. But aviation is a resilient indus-

try,” De Juniac added. “With a globally 
harmonized and mutually recognized 
approach to the re-start measures, we 
can rebuild the confidence of travel-
ers and kick-start the recovery in avia-
tion and more broadly.He added the 
sector hoped that a range of safety 
measures including more effective 
mass testing would “give governments 
the confidence to re-open borders 
without quarantine measures” as “if 
quarantine is introduced economies 
are effectively kept in lockdown for 
the purposes of travel.”But De Juniac 
warned of a growing debt burden as 
despite government relief measures 
that had grown by $120 billion to 
$550 billion — equivalent to some 92 
percent of expected 2021 revenues.
The IATA warned in April that airlines 
faced an “apocalypse” without state 
aid and forecast that revenues would 
fall by some 55 percent amid the 
sharpest falloff in passenger demand 
since the 9/11 attacks in the United 
States in 2001. De Juniac said he hopes 
to see a more orderly resumption of 
service than on that occasion “when 
everybody essentially did their own 
thing and we have spent 20 years sort-
ing out the differences.”

COAS Bajwa, Afghan President Ghani discuss bilateral ties

PSM’s privatization okayed

Lockdown not possible in current economic situation: PM
Prime Minister Khan takes strict 

notice of fuel shortage
STAFF REPORTER

ISLAMABAD
Prime Minister Imran Khan has said that aware-
ness about coronavirus should be spread among the 
people because considering the economic situation 
of the country, a nationwide lockdown is not pos-
sible. During the federal cabinet meeting chaired 
by Prime Minister Imran Khan, he was briefed on 
the current situation of coronavirus in the country.
On this occasion, Prime Minister Imran Khan said 
that the role of leadership is important in the cur-
rent situation. He said that a section of society still 

has misconceptions about the virus, so there is a need 
to dispel these misconceptions from their minds. 
“Given the country’s economic situation, lockdown 
is not possible because while we are at risk from Co-
rona, poverty is an equally big challenge,” he said. 
Instead of creating unrest in the society, we have to 
face this situation while keeping the right balance. Im-
ran Khan said that the spread of coronavirus can be 
curtailed by taking precautionary measures and the 
public should be encouraged to fully embrace them 
while authorities should strictly enforce SOPs. It is 
to be noted that the number of coronavirus victims 
in Pakistan has started increasing rapidly; the num-
ber of confirmed cases in the country has reached 
108,317 while 105 people died in one day after which 

STAFF REPORTER
ISLAMABAD

 Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa arrived in Kabul on Tuesday 
on a one-day visit where he held talks with 
Afghanistan President Ashraf Ghani, the 
Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said. 
According to the ISPR, the two discussed bi-
lateral issues, border management and the 
Afghan peace process during their meeting. 
The army chief is accompanied by Director-
General Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) 
Lieutenant General Faiz Hamid and Paki-
stan’s Special Envoy to Afghanistan Moham-
mad Sadiq on his visit to Afghanistan. The 
visit by COAS Bajwa follows a meeting with 
US Afghan envoy Zalmay Khalilzad on Sunday. 
According to the military’s media wing, dur-
ing the meeting “matters of mutual interest” 
came under discussion as well as the overall 
regional security situation. This included an 
exchange on “Afghan refugees issue and the 
Afghan reconciliation process”, a statement 
from the ISPR had read. The two had also dis-
cussed the Pak-Afghan border management. 
“Both shared steps taken in this regard and 
agreed to continue working towards mutu-
ally agreed goals,” the statement concluded. 
According to the Pak Embassy in Kabul, 
the two leaders discussed bilateral is-
sues, border management and the Af-
ghan peace process during their meet-
ing. The Army chief was accompanied by 
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) Director-
General Lieutenant-General Faiz Hameed.

Earlier on Sunday, US Special Represen-
tative for Afghan Reconciliation, Zalmay 
Khalilzad, called on Chief of Army Staff 
(COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa, Inter-
Services Public Relations (ISPR) said on 
Sunday. COAS Bajwa and Zalmay Khalilzad 
discussed the matters of mutual interest, 
overall regional security situation. They 
also exchanged views over Afghan refugees 
issue, ongoing reconciliation process and 
Pakistan-Afghanistan border management.
According to ISPR, both sides shared steps 
taken in this regards and agreed to contin-
ue working towards mutually agreed goals. 
Turkish Newswire adds: Ahead of crucial 
intra-Afghan talks between the Taliban and 
Afghan government, Pakistan’s military and 
intelligence chiefs landed in Kabul on an unan-
nounced visit on Tuesday, officials confirmed. 
According to the Embassy of Pakistan in Ka-
bul, Chief of the Army Staff Gen. Qamar Javed 
Bajwa and head of the Inter-Services Intelli-
gence Lt. Gen. Faiz Hameed met Afghan Presi-
dent Ashraf Ghani at the presidential palace. 
The crucial visit came days ahead of proposed 
intra-Afghan peace talks between Taliban, Af-
ghan government. Last week, Afghan govern-
ment’s top peace negotiator, Abdullah Abdul-
lah said that the intra-Afghan talks are likely 
to begin in mid-June. On Monday, the Afghan 
Foreign Ministry hailed the appointment of 
Mohammad Sadiq Khan, who had served as 
Pakistan’s ambassador to Afghanistan from 
2008 to 2014, as special envoy for Afghanistan.

Staff Reporter
ISLAMABAD

Strongly condemning killing of 
nine youth by Indian troops in oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir within 
24 hours, President Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir Sardar Masood Khan 
on Tuesday said the Indian Army is 
making abortive attempts to over-
come shame and humiliation it 
had received from Chinese army in 
Ladakh.Expressing reaction over the 
killing of nine Kashmiri youth and 
destruction of private property on a 
large scale during a so-called opera-
tion in Shopian district of occupied 
Kashmir, he said in a statement say-
ing that a professional army never 
indulges in such acts. “Brutality is 
in full swing in occupied foreign 
territory. Another 9 youth killed in 
IOJK. Mothers keening and wail-
ing. The remains of fallen youth not 
given to families. Demonstrators 
targeted with pellets and tear-gas. 
Justice will be enforced by force.”, the 
President said.Masood asserted that 
the coward Indian Army is carrying 
out the brutalities against the peo-
ple of Indian Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir when the whole population 

of the state is looking towards the 
government to save their lives from 
the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). 
Through the massacre of Kashmiri 
people, the foreign occupying army 
is giving a message that it wants to 
just occupy the territory at all costs, 
and to materialize its hegemonic 
designs by eliminating every form 
of resistance in the state.The AJK 
president said that the only fault of 
the Kashmiri people is that they are 
demanding their right to decide their 
future destiny. This right, he added, 
had been recognized by the interna-
tional community through the UN 
resolutions that founders of India 
Mahatma Gandhi and Jawahar Lal 
Nehru had also recognized.Sardar 
Masood Khan said that those at the 
helm of affairs in India now, have 
no care about the human rights 
and human values as they want 
to deprive all Indian minorities of 
their rights, and want to establish 
a Hindu state which would have no 
space for the non-Hindus, he added.
Sardar Masood Khan expressed 
grave concern that India was using 
the lockdown enforced in the wake 

of COVIDD-19, as a shield to hide the 
ethnic cleansing of Kashmiri people. 
The Kashmiri youth are the favorite 
targets of India, and a large num-
ber of them are being killed or sub-
jected to the worst torture, he added. 
Sardar Masood Khan while declaring 
the new domicile laws prejudicial 
to the UN resolutions and Geneva 
Convention, said that through these 
laws, India intended to change the 
demography of Jammu and Kashmir 
eliminating all resistance forces.

India targets Kashmiris to hoodwink shame faced from China: Masood

Will not attend talks 
with Russia, US: China

Bureau Report
WASHINGTON/BEIJING

The United States and Russia will 
send senior officials to Vienna on 
June 22 for a new round of arms-con-
trol talks, a State Department official 
said, as the Trump administration 
tries to enlist Moscow’s help bring-
ing China into broader negotiations 
to limit all three countries’ nuclear 
weapons stockpiles.The official didn’t 
rule out that the US may be willing 
to extend the Obama-era New Start 
nuclear-weapons treaty, which is set 
to expire in February, provided Russia 
commits to three-way arms control 
with China and helps to bring a resist-
ant Beijing to the table. The adminis-
tration has invited China to the talks 
in Vienna, though its attendance isn’t 
a precondition, according to the offi-
cial, who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity about diplomatic exchanges. 
China said on Tuesday that it did 
not intend to participate in the talks.
China has repeatedly stated its posi-

tion,” foreign ministry spokeswoman 
Hua Chunying told a daily news brief-
ing in Beijing. “We have no intention 
to participate in the so-called trilat-
eral arms control negotiations with 
the US and Russia. That’s consistent 
and clear.” Even a willingness to con-
sider a New Start extension marks a 
concession by the Trump administra-
tion, which had previously rebuffed 
Russian calls to open such talks. 
The 10-year-old treaty, the last one 
capping the nuclear forces of the 
former Cold War foes, has an op-
tion to renew for a further five years 
with the agreement of both parties.
Some arms control experts have said 
they feared the administration was 
going to let the treaty expire unless 
it extracted a concrete commitment 
from China to participate in broader 
talks. But officials in Beijing have so 
far balked at trilateral talks, arguing 
that they are far behind Moscow and 
Washington, which together hold 
more than 90 per cent of the world’s 
nuclear weapons.At this month’s 
meeting, the US will be represented 
by Marshall Billingslea, the special 
presidential envoy for arms con-

trol, while Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Sergey Ryabkov will rep-
resent President Vladimir Putin’s 
government, the official said. It’s too 
early to discuss how long any New 
Start extension might last, according 
to the official.It will be Billingslea’s 
first meeting with a Russian official to 
discuss arms control and suggests the 
Trump administration has softened 
its stance on extending New Start. 
Billingslea has also been nominated 
as undersecretary of state for arms 
control and international security, 
but Republicans put that on hold until 
they get answers on the firing of the 
State Department inspector general.

the number of deaths rose to 2,172.Expressing serious 
concerns over the ongoing artificial shortage of petro-
leum products across the country, Prime Minister Imran 
Khan on Tuesday hinted at taking strict action against the 
people involved in the crisis. Presiding over the federal 
cabinet meeting, PM Imran said that no leniency would 
be shown to the elements found guilty of fuel shortage. 
He maintained that strict action will be taken against 
Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) and all 
those responsible for the ongoing artificial petrol cri-
sis in the country. The government is likely to take im-
portant decision within next 24 hours, said sources. 
Cabinet meeting held under the chair of Imran Khan has con-
cluded in Islamabad on Tuesday where principal decision 

to privatise Pakistan Steel Mills has been taken. The federal 
cabinet has formally agreed upon Economic Coordination 
Committee (ECC) suggestion to privatise the mega firm. 
The federal cabinet will go ahead with the privitization 
and provide a golden handshake to its employees. The 
Prime Minister, Imran Khan has issued special directions 
saying that although national interest is of primary im-
portance but mill employees must also be compensated 
in the best way possible. A key member of the provincial 
cabinet and close aide to chief minister, Saeed Ghani  also 
vowed on June 7 to protect rights of over 9,000 PSM work-
ers, who were being laid off under a proposed plan. “We 
are against the retrenchment of 9,500 workers of Steel Mill 
and the PPP will protect these employees at every forum,” 
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Need of Financial Prudence 

Pakistan is now ranked among the list of top 20 countries 
most affected by the pandemic and the number of infection 
patients are now exceeding from 100,000 with loss of than 
2000 precious lives. Being a developing economy, Pakistan 
will face everlasting repercussions of this global health crisis 
on its economy and international relations. As a consequence 

of the lock-downs caused by Covid ‘s operation, the Labor Research 
Center reported job losses for some 21 million employees. Construction, 
manufacturing, housing and food services, wholesale and retail trade, 
transport and storage, property and business activities are the sectors 
that face the most economic danger. There are 28.45 million people in all 
risky sectors, the most of them low-paid and low-skilled employees. In 
such high-risk sectors, the share of total jobs in the nation is 47 percent. 
Pakistan’s fiscal deficit is going to be significantly worse than expected 
for this fiscal year, with millions in unemployment and poverty due to 
the repercussions caused by the new coronavirus pandemic. A Reuters 
report confirmed that the post-pandemic fiscal deficit could amount 
to 9.4% compared to an earlier projection of 7.4% due to decreased 
revenue generation and re-prioritizing public spending. Moreover, the 
exports are likely to fall by $2.8 billion to $3.8 billion, with a nega-
tive impact on remittances from the Middle East, United States and 
Europe, which are likely to remain around $20-21 billion against $21.8 
billion in 2019. The estimates say the economy will contract 1.5pc for 
financial year 2020 against a rise of 3.29pc in 2019. The government 
has already rolled out a Rs1.24 trillion ($7.71 billion) stimulus to sup-
port the economy and cash handouts to the poor. The official’s reports 
signaled that the country remains supported by the Asia Development 
Bank for $500 million and the World Bank for approximately $ 1 bil-
lion in coronavirus-relate support, which would also contribute $700 
million to last year’s projects.

Privatization Scheme

The Imran Khan’s cabinet reached to a consensus of the 
privatization plan undergoing debates ever since the 
PTI formed its government in center. The decision of 
privatizing 46 bodies came along with a desolation of 
four bodies and transfer of four bodies to the provin-
cial governments. Dr Ishrat Hussain, Advisor on the 

Institutional reforms briefed the cabinet about the future plans of 
the government and its farfetched upshots the country will reap in 
next few years. The cabinet has also approved the authorization 
of a committee formed in 2017 under the Pakistan Commission of 
Inquiry, while the State Bank of Pakistan will also become part of 
the investigation of the prolonged sugar crisis. The forum met with 
Prime Minister Imran Khan in the chair. The meeting had discus-
sions on various matters, including the national economy and en-
ergy issues. It was decided that the next cabinet meeting will have 
threadbare deliberations on energy-related matters, as a mess was 
left by the previous governments in terms of costly power and gas 
agreements. The prime minister called for mid-term and long-term 
mechanisms on this count. The privatization agenda of Pakistan 
Steel Mill remained under consideration of past government as well 
amid the defunct character of the institution. However, previously 
the hinted towards the partial privatization of operations whereas 
the possession of land will be under the PSM corporation. Dr. Abdul 
Hafeez Shaikh, PM advisor on finance and revenue, stated that ac-
cording to the Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) there will be 
a full and final human resource rationalization plan for the Pakistan 
Steel Mills employees. This action of laying off employees gained 
traction in the mainstream media is said to be in accordance with 
the judgments and observations of the Supreme Court of Pakistan 
and other courts hearing cases involving the PSM. 

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Pandemic cuts Daily CO2 emissionsPandemic cuts Daily CO2 emissions

The impact of lockdowns, border closures 
and other restrictions on six sectors, 
including aviation, ground transport, 
power generation and households from 
January to April has improved the en-
vironment. Transport, industry and 

power stations are the main sources of CO2 and air 
pollution, and emissions have been growing rapidly 
in recent decades. Prior to the pandemic, the global 
economy pumped out about 100 million tonnes of 
CO2 a day - far more than nature can absorb, mean-
ing it keeps accumulating in the atmosphere. Carbon 
dioxide is the main greenhouse gas heating up the 
planet and the United Nations says emissions need 
to fall quickly this decade to try to keep warming 
to well below 2 deg C above pre-industrial levels. 
Calls are growing globally for the trillions of dollars 
in stimulus spending to be directed to green pro-
grammes to speed up the switch to a less polluting 
global economy and create jobs in new industries. 
The multi-national group of scientists had examined 
data from 69 nations responsible for 97 per cent of 
mankind’s carbon emissions, and calculated the drop 
in CO2 compared with last year’s levels. Pandemic 
lockdowns slashed daily global emissions of carbon 

dioxide (CO2) by 17 per cent. By April this year, CO2 
emissions had plunged to 2006 levels, the authors 
say, adding that the findings could help shape poli-
cies on cutting emissions to curb climate change.  
Nearly half the calculated drop in carbon emissions 
was the result of fewer cars, trucks and buses ply-
ing roads across many countries. Aviation emissions 
also plunged, dropping by 60 per cent by early April. 
This accounted for 10 per cent of the overall drop in 
CO2 emissions globally. The reduction is equal to a 
drop of around 18.7 million tons of carbon dioxide. 
There is an important caveat: These are estimates 
based on mean daily emissions data captured be-
tween 2017 and 2019. Using government policies 
and activity data up until the end of April 2020, the 
estimates suggest daily emissions have dropped by 
almost a fifth compared to 2019. Combining energy, 
activity and policy data from 69 countries, including 
the world’s biggest emitters such as China, the US, 
Europe and India, the team estimated the effect of 
various confinement measures, ranging from no re-
strictions to national lockdowns, on various carbon-
emitting sectors of the economy.  Emissions from 
the power generation sector dropped 7.4 per cent, 
while household emissions rose 2.8 per cent, reflect-
ing the millions of people staying at home around 
the globe. Road transport was one of the most im-
portant sectors contributing to the fall in emissions, 
highlighting the large opportunities that would come 
from addressing transport as a key area for carbon 
mitigation. This could include speeding up electrifi-
cation of transport or using green hydrogen as a fuel, 
plus more support for walking and cycling as part 
of a vision for low carbon, cleaner cities post-pan-

demic. It could also encourage more plans to boost 
cycling, walking and public transport post-pandemic 
to try to cut air pollution and preserve blue skies. 
In total, daily CO2 emissions fell 17 million tonnes 
by early April. That is the equivalent to the annual 
emissions of 3.7 million average cars, according to 
the US Environmental Protection Agency. The depth 
of decline varied across nations, depending on the 
stringency of their lockdowns and other policies re-
stricting movement. In China, the decrease peaked 
at 24 per cent, India at 26 per cent, Indonesia 18 per 
cent and Italy 28 per cent. With countries now trying 
to ease restrictions, the question is how much CO2 
emissions will drop by the end of the year. Estimated 
emissions will drop between 4.2 and 7.5 per cent, 
depending on how long restrictions or confinements 
last and economic activity remains depressed. The 
big concern is what world leaders and businesses 
decide in the coming months. Will they step up and 
use the stimulus spending to achieve the goals of the 
UN’s Paris Climate Agreement to keep temperatures 
to well below 2 deg C and net-zero CO2 emissions 
by 2050. The extent to which world leaders consider 
the net-zero emissions targets and the imperatives 
of climate change while planning their economic re-
sponses to Covid-19, is likely to influence the path-
way of CO2 emissions for decades to come.

Erum Akbar

MTV Movie & TV Awards Postponed
LOS ANGELES

 MTV is holding off on this year’s MTV Movie & TV 
Awards for now, and is looking at moving the fran-
chise to December for now on. The decision to move 
the event (rather than do a virtual edition) comes 
as it would have normally taken place this month. 
Although it originally appeared that the MTV Movie 
& TV Awards was impacted by COVID-19 pandemic, 
as has many events this spring and summer, insid-
ers told Variety that the network had been mulling 
a move of the show to December for some time. But 
COVID-19 put those plans on hold, and left the Movie 
& TV Awards in a bit of limbo as the network focused 
on other pressing issues. The news also follows word 
that MTV is currently mulling a plan to air the Video 
Music Awards in August at the Barclays Center in 

Brooklyn, as Variety recently reported. “We’re explor-
ing with government officials, the medical commu-
nity and key stakeholders on how to safely hold the 
2020 VMAs at Barclays Center on August 30th,” an 
MTV spokesperson told Variety earlier this month. 
“The health of everyone involved is our number one 
priority. Additionally, we are working on several 
contingency plans to bring music’s biggest night to 
audiences everywhere.” MTV never announced a firm 
date or plan this year for the Movie & TV Awards, but 
last year’s event was taped in Los Angeles on June 
15, and aired June 17 on the channel. Zachary Levi 
hosted. Insiders tell Variety MTV is still hoping to 
bring back the telecast later in the year — depending, 
of course, on how where things stand (presumably, 
if movie premieres and TV production resumes). 

Should it not move forward, this would represent the 
first time MTV hasn’t held the awards show since the 
kudocast was launched in 1992. MTV’s website and 
social media for the Movie & TV Awards still refer-
ences that 2019 show, but doesn’t acknowledge any 
2020 plans. For most of its existence, the telecast was 
known as the MTV Movie Awards, taking advantage 
of the spring kickoff of the summer box office season. 
In 2017, the name was changed to the “MTV Movie 
& TV Awards” and included television series for the 
first time. Also that year, the network went gender-
neutral, embracing a decision to merge male and fe-
male performers into singular categories. In 2018, 
MTV moved the show to June, in order to capitalize 
on Emmy For Your Consideration campaign season 
on the TV side. The show also TV categories this 
year include best show and best performance in a 
show, intergrated TV and film into joint categories 
including “Best Hero,” “Best Villain,” “Best On-Screen 
Team,” “Best Comedic Performance” and “Scene 
Stealer.” Last year, nominations were announced 
on May 14. Winners included “Avengers: Endgame” 
as best movie and “Game of Thrones” as best show, 
while “A Star is Born’s” Lady Gaga was named best 
movie performance, and “The Handmaid’s Tale’s” 
Elisabeth Moss was best TV show performance. A 
move to December would change that strategy again, 
but place the Movie & TV Awards at the beginning 
of the movie awards campaign season — a crowded 
time of year for awards shows. Among other Viacom 
networks, BET will move forward with a virtual edi-
tion of its eponymous awards on June 28.

SpaceX to focus on Mars Starship
Los Angeles

Now that SpaceX has proven a com-
mercial space company can safely 
transport humans to orbit, CEO Elon 
Musk says it’s time to focus on tak-
ing them much further. The rocket 
pioneer said in an email to employ-
ees that he would like their focus 
to be accelerate development of the 
company’s next-generation Starship 
dramatically. Subscribe to the CNET 
Now newsletter for our editors’ picks 
for the most important stories of the 
day. “Please consider the top SpaceX 
priority (apart from anything that 
could reduce Dragon return risk) to 
be Starship,” Musk wrote.  The Crew 
Dragon spacecraft launched atop a 
Falcon 9 rocket last month from Cape 
Canaveral and carried NASA astro-
nauts Bob Behnken and Doug Hurley 
to the International Space Station. 
Its target date to return to Earth has 
yet to be determined. Last year, NASA 
administrator Jim Bridenstine ap-
peared to chide Musk in a tweet for 
the amount of attention being paid 
to Starship while the launch date for 
Crew Dragon was slipping further be-
hind schedule.  Starship is the huge 
spacecraft that Musk hopes will even-
tually transport humans to the moon 

and Mars. It has been under develop-
ment at the company’s Boca Chica, 
Texas, facility, but scaled-down proto-
types have suffered a series of failures 
as SpaceX rapidly iterates and works 
toward its next test flight. The man-
date to focus on Starship comes as the 
Los Angeles Times reports that SpaceX 
has canceled a plan to center at least 
part of its construction efforts at the 
Port of Los Angeles. The company has 
now twice been granted a permit to 
develop its big rockets at the port only 
to terminate the agreement later.  In 
the internal email, Musk asked em-
ployees -- most of them located in the 
Los Angeles area -- to consider spend-
ing time at the Boca Chica facility to 
help accelerate Starship development. 

SOHAIL MAJEED BUTT
ISLAMABAD

 Apart  from assist ing Pakistan in i ts 
f ight  against  the COVID-19 contagion, 
the Government  of  Japan,  in  col labo-
ration with a  Japanese NGO and some 
private organizations,  is  al l  set  to pro-
vide insecticide to the Government of 
Pakistan to  support  their  ef forts  for 
combating the serious threats emanat-
ing from the desert  locust ’s  attacks in 
the agricultural  f ields of  the country.  To 
this effect ,  a  Japanese NGO (CWS-Japan) 
wil l  hand over 58 ki lo l i ters  of  insec-
t ic ide  “Lambda Cyhalothrine  EC 2 .5” 
to  the National  Disaster  Management 
Authority  (NDMA) of  the Government 
of  Pakistan through the CWS-Asia,  part-
ner NGO of  the CWS-Japan this  month 
to combat desert  locusts.  In addition to 

this ,  CWS-Japan wil l  a lso extend sup-
port to the Pakistani  farmers who have 
been af fected  by  the  desert  locust ’s 
i nva s i o n .  I n  t h i s  b a c kd ro p ,  H . E .  M r. 
MATSUDA Kuninori ,  the Ambassador of 
Japan to Pakistan,  today on June 9 vis-
ited the National  Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA) and held a meeting 
with its  Chairman Lieutenant General 
Mr.  Muhammad Afzal ,  to express Japan’s 
commitment to support the Government 
of  Pakistan and its  people for minimiz-
ing the damage caused by desert locusts.  
During the  meeting ,  the  Ambassador 
informed the  Chairman NDMA about 
the  upcoming support  from Japan to 
Pakistan through a Japanese NGO CWS-
Japan.  The Ambassador said  that  the 
damage being caused by the desert  lo-
custs  to  crops and other  agricultural 

products is  a  serious problem not only 
i n  Pa k i s t a n  b u t  a l s o  i n  o t h e r  S o u t h 
Asian countries which face similar situ-
ation is  and that this plague is  becoming 
an imminent threat to the world’s  food 
supply.  Ambassador MATSUDA further 
stated that  in  the midst  of  intensify-
ing impact of  coronavirus pandemic on 
health,  i t  is  imperative to successfully 
control  the locust’s  infestation in order 
to secure the l ivelihood and food secu-
rity  of  the vulnerable communities  of 
Pakistan.  Realizing the seriousness of 
the issue and in l ight of  a long-standing 
friendship between our two countries, 
the  Government  of  Japan,  a long with 
CWS-Japan,  wil l  support  the people of 
Pakistan especial ly  the farmer’s  com-
munity battl ing against  desert  locusts 
swarms,  said the Ambassador.

Japan to provide insecticide to battle locust swarms

Writer is the Assistant Editor ‘Mélange int’l 
Magazine’, ‘The Asian Telegraph’ & Project 

Coordinator (COPAIR); a degree holder in commu-
nication & media sciences.

June 10, 191 

The revolt proper began on June 
10, 1916, when Hussein ordered 
his supporters to attack the 
Ottoman garrison in Mecca. The 
Hashemite forces in Mecca were 
joined by Egyptian troops sent 

by the British, who provided much needed 
artillery support, and finally took Mecca 
on July 9, 1916. The Arab Revolt began on 
5 June 1916. Forces commanded by Sharif 
Hussein ibn Ali’s sons, the emirs Ali and 
Feisal, attacked the Ottoman garrison at 
Medina in an attempt to seize the holy city 
and its railway station. After three days the 
Arabs broke off their attacks, and the com-
mander of the 12,000-strong Ottoman gar-
rison, General Fakhri Pasha, sent Turkish 
troops out of the city to pursue the retreat-
ing rebels. Meanwhile, Sharif Hussein ibn Ali 
publicly proclaimed the revolt on 10 June 
in Mecca. His forces were more successful 
there, seizing the city and forcing the small 
Ottoman garrison to seek refuge in the local 
fortress. Another of Hussein’s sons, Emir 
Abdullah, surrounded and besieged the town 
of Ta’if. At the same time rebel clans allied 
to Sharif Hussein attacked Jiddah and other 

ports along the Arabian coast of the Red Sea. 
Both sides recognised the importance of the 
Red Sea ports and the British immediately 
dispatched a naval flotilla – including the 
seaplane carrier HMS Ben-My-Chree – to sup-

port the Arab forces. The ships bombarded 
Turkish fortifications and aircraft from Ben-
My-Chree attacked Turkish troops in the 
field, disrupting their efforts to defeat the ad-
vancing rebels on the landward approaches.

Mecca fell to the Arabs during Great Arab Revolt
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Taylor Swift relates to 2020 
Graduates

NEW YORK
Taylor Swift has more in common with 
the class of 2020 than some might think. 
The 30-year-old pop star appeared during 
YouTube’s star-studded Dear Class of 2020 
special to give a minute-long speech to this 
year’s graduates. “I wanted to say congratu-
lations to all the graduates this year. I know 
this probably isn’t the kind of graduation you 
thought you were going to be having. I relate to 
that in a lot of ways,” Swift began. “When I was 
younger, I used to fantasize about high school 
graduation, and being with all of your friends, 
and cap and gown, and the whole thing.” “And 
then when I got to that point in my life, when 
graduation was coming up, I found myself on 
radio tour with my mom in rental cars, sitting 
on the floor of airports, and I ended up get-
ting mailed my diploma,” she continued. “It 
wasn’t exactly what I pictured, but I was still 
very proud of it.” Swift concluded her remarks 
by sharing the lesson she took away from her 
graduation experience. “One good lesson to 
come from it is expect the unexpected, but 
celebrate anyway,” she said.

Kate’s message to struggling 
addicts

LONDON
The Duchess of Cambridge has urged people 
struggling with addiction to seek help, as new 
research revealed a quarter of UK adults are drin-
king more in lockdown. Kate made a virtual visit 
to Clouds House, a rehab centre in Wiltshire run 
by Action on Addiction, in her role as patron of the 
charity.In a video call from her family home, the 
duchess talked to staff about how they have adap-
ted their services, taking them online and recon-
figuring the entire centre to allow 10 residential 
clients to be able to isolate for two weeks. She also 
discussed fears that more people will need tre-
atment as the coronavirus lockdown eases. Kate 
said: “The worrying thing is, it is all those peo-
ple who aren’t necessarily reaching out who are 
struggling, who perhaps don’t feel they can reach 
out. “Or the fact that maybe they haven’t realised 
that addictive behaviours have sort of establis-
hed, particularly if it’s the first time - and it’s those 
people who aren’t necessarily being vocal about it. 
”It’s making sure that they know they can reach 
out and that you are there to help and support 
them in this very difficult time.” More than a third 
of people, 39%, with a history of addiction have 
reported a recurrence of their addictive behaviour 
or have recently relapsed while in recovery.

Sophie on anti-racism 
protest

LONDON
Sophie Turner has insisted “there should be no peace” 
until “systemic racism” has been abolished. The ‘Game of 
Thrones’ actress has been vocal with her support of the 
protests amid the Black Lives Matter movement. After 
she shared photos of herself taking part in a demonstra-
tion at California’s Mammoth Lake, a follower insisted 
justice had been served and called for peace after one 
officer was charged with second-degree manslaughter 
and second-degree murder - and three officers were 
charged with aiding and abetting murder and man-
slaughter - following George Floyd’s death. However, 
Sophie replied: “This isn’t just about those 4 cops, this is 
about Breonna Taylor, this is about Trayvon Martin, this 
is about Eric Garner, this is about the systemic racism 
that black people have faced for hundreds and hundreds 
of years. “This is about changing the system. Justice will 
be done when society reflects our beliefs that we are all 
equal. “Until then there should be no peace.” Both posts 
have since been deleted, but the 24-year-old star has 
been open about her feelings towards the protests. She 
recently wrote: “My heart is heavy. I stand in solidarity 
with those speaking out against racism and fighting for 
justice and equality. Silence is not an option.”

Bureau Report
Karachi

Pakistan’s ‘bio-secure’ tour to England 
has grown even more likely after 
the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
strengthen their team management by 
adding Younis Khan as batting coach 
and Mushtaq Ahmed as spin bowling 
coach. The decision to make Khan, the 
new batting coach, was applauded by 
cricket fans who were happy for the 
reunion of Misbah-ul-Haq and Younis 
Khan. Fans took to Twitter to praise 
PCB’s decision. It must be noted here 
that the OCB, via a press release, an-
nounced the appointments for men’s 
batting coach and spin bowling 
coach. The appointment of both the 
former cricketers is initially for just 
England’s tour.Pakistan team has to 
tour England a ‘bio-secure’ tour from 
July to September. The tour includes 
three Tests and as many T20Is.

Bureau |Report
Dubai

The International Cricket Council (ICC) 
has approved the interim changes in the 
rules recommended by its cricket com-
mittee headed by Anil Kumble owing 
to the Covid-19 pandemic. ICC’s Chief 
Executive Committee (CEC) finalized 
the temporary rules to let the game of 
cricket begin amid COVID-19. The ICC 
has approved the ban of saliva on the 
ball, however, introduced a system of 
issuing two warnings per innings fol-
lowed by a five-run penalty for repeated 
use of saliva on the ball. “Players will not 
be permitted to use saliva to shine the 
ball. If a player does apply saliva to the 
ball, the umpires will manage the situa-
tion with some leniency during an initial 
period of adjustment for the players, but 
subsequent instances will result in the 

team receiving a warning,” read a press 
release issued by the ICC. “A team can be 
issued up to two warnings per innings but 
repeated use of saliva on the ball will re-
sult in a 5-run penalty to the batting side. 
Whenever saliva is applied to the ball, the 
umpires will be instructed to clean the 
ball before play recommended,” the press 
release added. On the other hand, home 

umpires will replace neutral umpires 
owing to the current logistical challenges 
with international travel. The CEC also 
approved addition of DRS Reviews. Teams 
will have three DRS in Tests and two for 
the white-ball formats. According to the 
interim changes, teams will be allowed 
to replace players displaying symptoms 
of COVID-19 during a Test match.

KSE-100 index rises 
54.03 points to settle at 

34,803.60
Bureau Report

KARACHI
The Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) swung be-

tween red and green on June 9, finally settling 
at 34,803.60 points by the end of the trading 
session, up 54.03 points from Monday. Losing 
-61.45 points the KSE 100 index fell to its in-
traday low of 34,688.12. It then managed to 
recover its losses and touched its intraday high 
of 34,855.39 after gathering +105.82 points 
and finally settled at 34,803.60 points. The KMI 
30 index lost 6.17 points closing at 55,791.14 
points. The KSE All share index added 0.35 
points ending at 24,852.30 points. Out of total 
scrips traded 167 advanced and 132 declined. 
Overall market volumes surged from 222.14 
million shares traded on Monday to 238.21 mil-
lion shares traded on Tuesday. Lotte Chemical 
Pakistan Limited (LOTCHEM +7.48 percent), 
Jahanghir Siddiqui and Company Limited (JSCL 
+2.88 percent) and Pakistan Refinery Limited 
Right Shares (PRL1 -14.81 percent) were vol-
ume leaders of the day. Sectors that added 

most points to the KSE 100 index included the 
banking sector (+61.28 points), cement sec-
tor (+19.76 points) and the pharmaceutical 
sector (+15.95 points). United Bank Limited 
(UBL +31.99 percent) Lucky Cement Limited 
(LUCK +29.24 points) and Dawood Hercules 
Corporation Limited (DAWH +15.14 points) 
were top point contributors during the session. 
The Oil and Gas Exploration sector lost -0.64 per-
cent from its cumulative market capitalization. 
Mari Petroleum Company Limited (MARI -0.81 
percent), Pakistan Oilfields Limited (POL -0.86 
percent), Oil and Gas Development Company 
Limited (OGDC -0.03 percent) and Pak Petroleum 

Limited (PPL -1.61 percent) all closed in red. 
Global equity markets showed mixed perfor-
mance. Global crude prices headed south from 
the previous close with WTI Crude Oil prices 
down by -2.41 percent to $37.30 while Brent 
Crude Oil price declined -1.69 percent to $40.11. 
On the economic front, the latest report published 
by the World Bank (WB) said that Pakistan’s 
economy would perform even worse than what 
previous estimates had warned about due to the 
COVID fallout. The WB forecasts a negative Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) growth of -2.6 percent 
for the current fiscal year and -0.2 percent for the 
next year.

Bureau Report
RIYADH

The Saudi Arabian Monetary Authority 
(SAMA) has recently used blockchain tech-
nology to deposit part of the liquidity it 
announced to be injected into the bank-
ing sector. This is part of SAMA’s actions 
aimed at boosting the sector’s capabili-
ties to continue providing credit facilities. 
SAMA is one of the first central banks to 
experiment with blockchain technology 
for money transfers. The move is one of 
the key innovative initiatives launched by 
SAMA to promote Fintech in the Kingdom. 
Other SAMA initiatives include the Fintech 
Saudi Initiative launched in cooperation 
with the Capital Market Authority, the in-
troduction of SAMA Regulatory Sandbox, 
and an array of digital banking services and 
payments. SAMA is striving to explore and 
experiment with emerging technologies to 
keep pace with the global trends of central 
banks. These were the details of the news 
Saudi Arabian Monetary Authority uses 
blockchain tech for funds transfer for this 
day. We hope that we have succeeded by 

giving you the full details and information. 
To follow all our news, you can subscribe 
to the alerts system or to one of our differ-
ent systems to provide you with all that is 
new.It is also worth noting that the origi-
nal news has been published and is avail-

able at Arab News and the editorial team 
at AlKhaleej Today has confirmed it and it 
has been modified, and it may have been 
completely transferred or quoted from it 
and you can read and follow this news from 
its main source.

SAMA uses blockchain for funds transfer

Dubai’s jobless 
rate drops in May 

 Bureaau Report
DUBAI

A gauge of business conditions 
in Dubai has bounced back to the 
highest since the coronavirus pan-
demic dragged the economy into 
a downturn - but as weak demand 
still stands in the way of a recovery. 
The IHS Markit Dubai Purchasing 
Managers’ Index rose to 46 in May 
from a record low 41.7 in April, re-
maining below the 50 mark that 
separates contraction from growth. 
Thanks to a relaxation of lockdown 
measures, output and new orders 
declined at a slower rate, while un-
employment had the smallest drop 
in three months. “The latest survey 
data suggested economic conditions 
remain a long way from recovery in 
May,” said David Owen, economist 
at IHS Markit. “Activity is expected 
to improve in the year ahead, but 
it remains to be seen how long it 
will take for the Dubai economy 
to rebound following COVID-19.” 
Unlike countries across the Middle 
East, the UAE - of which Dubai is a 
part - is so far not seeing signs of a 
possible resurgence of infections. 
But even as more companies reo-
pen for business, Dubai may need 
longer to turn around an economy 
still suffering from disruptions to 
trade and travel and facing the like-
lihood that many expatriate work-
ers could start to leave. “Businesses 
highlighted that, despite restrictions 
on economic activity being partly 
lifted, weak consumer demand and 
a slow market response stopped 
them from making headway into 
covering their losses,” Owen said.

Bureau Report
ANKARA

Turkey has launched a new 
free-trade zone specializing 
in research and development 

(R&D), high technology and 
high added-value activities, the 
nation’s trade minister said on 
Tuesday. The Trade Ministry will 
provide incentives for companies 

that take part in the zone such as 
tax exemptions, breaks on rent 
and qualified employment sup-
port, Ruhsar Pekcan stressed. 
“We aim for the incentives 
and support provided in the 
Specialized Free Zones to make 
an important contribution to at-
tracting international investors 
along with our country’s young, 
qualified workforce, appropri-
ate infrastructure and logistical 
advantages,” Pekcan wrote on 
Twitter. The Specialized Free 
Zone in Istanbul, Turkey’s com-
mercial capital, will focus on 
the information technology sec-
tor, she added. “We aim to fur-
ther accelerate the dynamism 
formed in the service sector, 
especially in software and game 
development, thanks to the spe-
cialized free zones model,” she 
said. Separately, the country on 
Tuesday also announced it will 

support the services sector’s on-
line trade delegation and online 
fair activities, according to the 
Official Gazette. Health, educa-
tion, publishing, medical tour-
ism, information technology, 
movie, logistic and management 
consultant institutions will ben-
efit from state support, said the 
notice. Some 50% of expenses of 
online trade delegation and on-
line fair activities, under Trade 
Ministry coordination – up to 
$50,000 (TL 339,792) per event 
– will be met by the state. Half 
of the expenses of virtual fair 
organizations approved by the 
ministry and organized by co-
operating organizations will also 
benefit from the support of up 
to $100,000 per event. Support 
payments will be made by the 
Central Bank of the Republic of 
Turkey (CBRT), said the official 
notice.

Turkey launches new FTZ specializing in R&D

Bureau Report
LONDON:

Mercedes are conducting a 
two-day test at Silverstone this 
week in preparation for the 
resumption of the Formula 1 
season next month. The world 
champions are running a two-
year-old car, permitted by F1’s 
testing restrictions, so drivers 
can “blow off the cobwebs” after 
a three-month break. The team 
will also practise the social-dis-
tancing protocols organised by 
F1 to ensure the season can run 
safely. Valtteri Bottas will drive 
on Tuesday, and Lewis Hamilton 
on Wednesday. F1 has been 
forced to postpone or cancel the 
first 10 races of the season as a 
result of the coronavirus crisis 
but has now announced the first 
eight grands prix of a revamped 
championship. This starts with 
races on three consecutive week-
ends in July, with two events at 
Austria’s Red Bull Ring on 3-5 
July and 10-12 July followed by 
the Hungarian Grand Prix on 
17-19 July. All will be covered 
by strict social distancing and 
coronavirus testing guidelines 
to ensure minimal risk. Teams 
will travel on charter planes, and 
will be kept apart while away 

from the UK, staying in separate 
hotels from each other, with 
no mixing allowed at the track. 
Team personnel and drivers 
will be tested before travelling 
to the event and every two days 
while there, while teams will be 
separated into “families” and 
“sub-families” to limit contact 
between people. If any team 
member tests positive for coro-
navirus, all members of their 
“sub-family” will have to isolate 
until they have tested negative, 
a procedure that is expected 
to take up to two hours. Some 
media will be allowed to attend, 
but they will be kept apart from 
the teams, and journalists from 
the written media will not even 
be allowed into the paddock. All 
news conferences will be virtual, 
even for those travelling to the 
race. The social distancing guide-
lines will be under constant re-
view, with the potential for them 
to be relaxed for the subsequent 
races in Britain, Spain, Belgium 
and Italy. Teams returned to 
work this week after the end 
of a lengthened factory shut-
down, which ran from the end 
of the week after the cancelled 
Australian Grand Prix until the 
end of May.

Uncertainty prevails over PSX 

PCB appoints Younis Khan as batting coach

Mercedes conduct two-day 
test: Formula 1

‘Use of Saliva repeatedly will result 
in 5-run penalty’ ICC
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Bureau Report

SHANGHAI/SYDNEY/LONDON/WASHINGTON

A recent run of optimism in markets 
hit the brakes on Tuesday, as inves-
tors pulled back from stocks in the 
U.S., while turning their attention to 
safe-haven assets like gold. Asian eq-
uities scored their ninth day of gains 
after landmark highs by Wall Street 
on Monday, but Europe’s big markets 
opened with a lurch and were 1.1% 
in the red by the time a bumpy U.S. 
start to Tuesday trading began.The 
Dow Jones Industrial Average fell 
0.5%, while the benchmark S&P 500 
and Nasdaq Composite were both 
down 0.6% at the opening bell. The 
return to positive territory for the 
key S&P 500 was psychologically sig-
nificant for investors and provided a 
reason to take profit or sell positions 
they’ve held, said Rick Meckler, a 
partner at family office Cherry Lane 
Investments, in New Vernon, New 
Jersey. “Upon further reflection some 
people decided, ‘OK, that’s a pretty 
good run given all that’s happened’,” 
Meckler said.“It’s hard for the retail 
investor, for the institutional investor 
as well, to understand how the mar-
ket can be back to where it started 

(the year), given the damage that’s 
been caused to the economy.” Atten-
tion now turns yet again to the U.S. 
Federal Reserve, which kicks off a 
two-day meeting on Tuesday, and no 
major policy announcements are ex-
pected when it wraps on Wednesday.
The central bank will, however, issue 
its first economic projections since 
December, as it attempts to gauge 
the economic cost of widespread 
pandemic-related lockdowns to curb 
the spread of the new coronavirus. 
MSCI’s gauge of stocks across the 
globe fell 0.7% and the pan-Europe-
an STOXX 600 index was down 1.4% 
at the U.S. market open.The euro 
dipped 0.1% in only its second drop 
in 11 days, safe bonds were back 
in favor, while another barb from 
China in its spat with Canberra saw 
the Aussie dollar drop 1.3%, having 
only just set a 10-month high. The 
optimism for equity markets came 
last week after U.S. jobs data showed 
a sharp decline in the unemploy-
ment rate. Wall Street indices surged, 
with the Nasdaq closing at a record 
level on Monday.Global markets 
were mauled in March amid concern 
over both the short- and longer-term 

damage to the world economy from 
the coronavirus pandemic. But most 
indices are now back to pre-COV-
ID-19 levels. Fears of renewed trade 
tensions between the United States 
and China and the second-round im-
pact from higher unemployment and 
bankruptcies are hanging over the 
outlook, however.In its latest Global 
Economic Prospects report on Mon-
day, the World Bank said advanced 
economies are expected to shrink 
7.0% in 2020, while emerging.

Bureau Report

BEIJING

The central parity rate of the Chi-
nese currency renminbi, or the yuan, 
strengthened 171 pips to 7.0711 
against the U.S. dollar Tuesday, ac-
cording to the China Foreign Ex-
change Trade System. In China’s 
spot foreign exchange market, the 
yuan is allowed to rise or fall by 2 
percent from the central parity rate 
each trading day. The central parity 
rate of the yuan against the U.S. dol-
lar is based on a weighted average 
of prices offered by market makers 
before the opening of the interbank 
market each business day.As the CO-
VID-19 epidemic has waned in China, 
few new cases and more spending-
stimulating policies have encouraged 
more consumers to visit shops and 
restaurants. Chinese health author-
ity said Tuesday that no new domes-
tically transmitted COVID-19 cases 
were reported on the mainland Mon-
day. Beijing cleared all its domesti-
cally transmitted cases as the last 
patient was cured and discharged 
from hospital.“It greatly boosted our 
confidence to go out,” said Shi Ying, a 
34-year-old Beijing resident. She said 

she would dine out with friends using 
coupons given out on Saturday after 
having meals at home for months. 
Beijing launched a consumer event 
and offered coupons worth 12.2 bil-
lion yuan (about 1.7 billion U.S. dol-
lars) on Saturday to spur consump-
tion. The event will run through the 
National Day holiday in October, with 
over 400 activities covering areas in-
cluding catering, retail, culture, tour-
ism, education and sports.The first 
batch of coupons are available at e-
commerce giant JD.com. They can be 
used at participating restaurants and 
retailers in Beijing as well as for snap-
ping up smart products online. Shi 
said she will use the coupons to buy 
an air conditioner and a TV set for 
her apartment. Shanghai kicked off 
a night festival on Saturday to boost 
the city’s night economy. A number 
of bars, museums, bookstores and 
shopping malls joined the festival 
with extended business hours and 
activities like night tours, shopping, 
dining, reading and live shows.Bai 
Qingping, who runs a restaurant in 
Beijing, has been expanding his store-
front to open space outside as more 
customers seek midnight snacks such 

as kebabs, crayfish and boiled pea-
nuts these days. “It is a completely 
different picture from months ago 
and there are even queues at peak 
hours,” he added. “Going out to shop 
and eat is only the first step and our 
family is planning a trip to Tibet for 
the upcoming holiday,” Shi said, call-
ing it “revenge spending” after being 
mostly cooped up at home for weeks 
during the epidemic outbreak. The 
Potala Palace in southwest China’s 
Tibet Autonomous Region reopened 
to the public on Wednesday after be-
ing closed for more than four months 
due to the epidemic. Guizhou, a Chi-
nese province known for its land-
scape resorts and ethnic culture, will 
offer coupons worth 15 million yuan 
to boost consumption in the cultural 
and tourism sectors. Driven by im-
proving consumer sentiment and 
stimulation policies, China’s service 
sector is gradually getting back on its 
feet. The purchasing managers’ index 
in the service sector saw steady re-
covery in May. Among the 21 service 
sectors surveyed, 15 saw expansion 
in their business activities. The trans-
port, accommodation and catering 
sectors all increased from April.

Bureau Report

NEW YORK

United Press International, a leading US news 
agency, compared Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi with tyrant Adolf Hitler for 
choosing war path and increasing tensions 
between Pakistan and India rather than ac-
cepting peace offer from Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan.The article published by UPI.com 
explained as to how he choose to do away with 
the peace offer and adopted a path of increas-
ing hostilities between the two neighbouring 
nuclear-armed countries.The article says that 
“not coming from a position of weakness, but 
from a desire to decrease tension, Pakistan’s 
recently elected Prime Minister Imran Khan 
reached out to India, offering to take two 
steps toward peace providing India would 
take one.” Unfortunately, India’s Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi appears to view Khan’s of-
fer much the same as Chancellor Adolf Hitler 
viewed British Prime Minister Neville Cham-
berlain’s desire for “peace in our time.”The 
article stated that  Modi  and his Bharatiya 
Janata Party have brought back the narrative 
of “cross border tensions.” Instead of taking 
one step toward peace with Pakistan, Modi 
is increasing tension on the Line of Control 

with Pakistan. The article urged the world to 
wake up to the reality of Occupied Kashmir 
and reminded the readers that Modi’s  act of 
stripping Occupied Kashmir of it’s special sta-
tus and the persistent lockdown are just the 
tip of the iceberg in what the Modi and BJP 
are doing in the valley.It also details how Citi-
zenship Amendment Act excluded Muslims 
of India and the  immediated construction of 
concentration camps is reminiscent of Hitler-
era Germany. “The slander campaign against 
the Muslims received a major boost with the 
outbreak of coronavirus. Modi and his party 
commenced claiming the Muslim popula-
tion was responsible for the virus’ spread.In 
time of crisis, people will turn on each other, 
especially when encouraged by their gov-
ernments. Subject to being attacked on the 
streets, Muslim victims were denied hospital 
access, despite the need for immediate atten-
tion in many cases,” reads the article written 
by Retired Col. Wes Martin of the U.S. Army 
Military Police.  “Until his (Modi’s) aggression 
and genocide are stopped, Albert Einstein’s 
warning will prevail: “The world is a danger-
ous place, not because of the people who are 
evil, but because of the people who do noth-
ing about it,” the author concludes.
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Federal Govt has planned to earmark 
Rs177.512 billion for dams and hydro-
power projects in the budget for next 
fiscal year as it aims to prioritize spend-
ing on water conservation projects in the 
country. According to budget recommen-
dations, Rs 164 billion would be utilized 
for the projects from national exchequer 
while Rs13.50 billion would be arranged 
from foreign funding resources.It was 
recommended to set aside Rs 80 billion 
for construction of Dasu Hydro-power 
project at Indus River. The World Bank 
had also approved a loan for construc-
tion of the Dasu Hydropower project in 
2017 and the project was delay after ob-
stacles were created in acquiring land 
for the project. The government has also 
recommended earmarking Rs 21 billion 
for construction of Diamer-Bhasha Dam 
while Rs 14.7 billion were planned to 
be set aside for Neelum-Jhelum Hydro-
power project during the next fiscal year.
It is pertinent to mention here that the 

Water and Power Development Author-
ity (Wapda) has already awarded the 
contract for civil and electro-mechanical 
works at Diamer-Bhasha Dam after di-
rectives from the Prime Minister Imran 
Khan. Moreover, it was also suggested to 
earmark Rs 5 billion for upgradation of 
power generation at Mangla Dam while 
Rs 8.90 billion funds would also be set 
aside for two expansion programmes at 
Tarbela Dam. Rs 7 billion would also be 
earmarked for Mohmand multi-purpose 
dam while Rs2 billion would be set aside 
for Kachhi Canal project in Balochistan 

Indian ugly face exposed 
before the world: Shibli

EU GDP down by 
3.2% in Q1

Int’l role in euro stabilization 
historically low: ECBStaff  Report
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The European Union’s seasonally adjusted 
gross domestic product growth perfor-
mance down 3.2% in the first quarter of 
2020, the bloc’s statistical office’s data 
showed on Tuesday. “The figure was the 
sharpest decline observed since time se-
ries started in 1995,” according to Eurostat 
data. Compared with the same quarter of 
the previous year, GDP decreased by 2.6% 
in the EU in the first quarter of 2020, the 
sharpest declines since the third quarter 
of 2009 ( 4.4% for EU).Among member 
states, Ireland (1.2%), Bulgaria and Roma-
nia (both 0.3%) and Sweden (0.1%) still 
posted positive growth compared with 
the previous quarter. On the other hand, 
GDP fell in all other EU countries, with the 
highest declines in France and Italy (both 
-5.3%) as well as Spain and Slovakia (both 
5.2%). During the first quarter of 2020, 
exports and imports decreased in the EU 
with 3.5%, 3.2% respectively. At the level 
of industries, the sharpest declines were 
observed for trade, transport, accommo-
dation and food service activities.Mean-
while, the number of persons employed 
decreased by 0.1% in the EU during the 
same period in 2020 compared with the 
previous quarter. This is the first decline 
in the time series since the first quarter of 
2013 for the EU. “Compared with the same 
quarter of the previous year, employment 
increased by 0.4% the EU in the first quar-
ter of 2020,” the statement said.During the 
same period Lithuania, Malta and Croatia 
recorded the highest growth with 1.6%, 
1.3%, 1.0% respectively. The largest de-
creases were observed in Spain , Bulgaria 
Portugal, with 1.0%, 0.9%, 0.5%. At the 
level of industries, the sharpest declines 
were in agriculture with 0.8% while the in-
formation and communication sector had 
the strongest increase with 0.7% and 0.9% 
respectively.

Staff Reporter

 ISLAMABAD

Inter Services Public Relations 
(ISPR) Director General (DG) Ma-
jor General Babar Iftikhar tweeted 
on the social networking site Twit-
ter that Indian army had once again 
opened fire on the Line of Control 
without provocation and injured 
multiple civilians in the process. 
The shooting took place in Jandrot 
sector.DG ISPR said that civilians 
were targeted in Dera Sher Khan, 
Sandhara and Bamroch villages of 
Jandrot Sector and four civilians 
were critically injured in the firing, 
including two women and two chil-
dren. The Pakistan Army spokes-
man said in a tweet that the injured 
included 26-year-old Miss Nasreen 
from Sandhara village, 24-year-old 
Rabia and 7-year-old Momina from 
Dera Sher Khan and 7-year-old 
Munshi from Bamroch. The injured 
children and women have been 
rushed to a nearby hospital by the 
Pakistan Army for medical treat-
ment.
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Federal Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting, Senator Shibli Faraz on 
Tuesday has said the extremist face of In-
dia stands exposed before the world. In 
a series of tweets, the information min-
ister said the recent killing of nine inno-
cent Kashmiri youth at the hands of Indi-
an occupation forces in Indian occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir is an extreme per-
secution.He said the use of pellet guns, 
tear gas and other atrocities against the 
innocent Kashmiris raising voice for 
their democratic right speaks volume of 
Indian crimes against humanity. He said 
whilst the world is grappling with Coro-
navirus, India on the other hand is tram-
pling the basic human rights in the occu-
pied territory. He said the world should 
take notice of the situation. The minister 
said India cannot stop the great strug-
gle of Kashmiri people for their right to 
self-determination through such tyran-
nical tactics. He said the Kashmiris will 
reach their destination. Shibli Faraz said 
that martyrdom of nine Kashmiri youth 
at the hands of Indian occupation forces 
in Occupied Jammu and Kashmir was the 
worst case of persecution and state ter-
rorism. In a tweet, in reaction to extra-
judicial killing of Kashmiri youth in fake 
encounters in Shopian area, the minister 
said the pellet guns, tear gas and other 
atrocities against the unarmed Kash-
miris were evidence of Indian crimes 
against humanity. He urged the United 
Nations to immediately take notice of 
the Indian atrocities.Shibli Faraz said 
that India could not crush Kashmiris’ 
just struggle for the right to self-deter-
mination through use of brutal force and 
coercion. He said that Kashmiris would 
continue their struggle to achieve their 
goal of freedom from Indian subjugation. 
The minister said at a time when the 
world was fighting against the corona 
pandemic, India was trampling basic hu-
man rights of the oppressed Kashmiris. 
He said that now the extremist face of In-
dia has been exposed to the world.
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Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi has responded to India’s 
blatant threat of an airstrike on 
Pakistan, saying New Delhi should 
dare not make such a blunder be-
cause Islamabad knew how to defend 
itself.”Let me make it clear to Amit 
Shah that if India made the mistake 
of attacking, we will give a befitting 
response,” Qureshi said. “If India 
attacks, there will be an immedi-
ate response.” The foreign minister 
emphasised that India should stop 
making empty threats.Referring to 
the Indian home minister statement 
from earlier today, he said Shah’s 
comments were irresponsible and 
that the world should take notice. 
“Pakistan has always talked of peace 
but India is playing with the lives of 
innocent people,” Qureshi said. “Amit 
Shah should tell what he thinks of 

Laddakh. Why does India not launch 
a surgical strike on Laddakh? Why is 
the Indian media silent on the Lad-
dakh issue?”The foreign minister 
said the minorities in India were 
dissatisfied with the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi-led government but 
that the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
administration “wished to shift the 
blame of its failures on Pakistan”. “In-
dia’s economic conditions have wors-
ened. India has reached the extreme 
in committing atrocities in Kashmir. 
And India wants to sabotage the Af-
ghan peace process,” Qureshi said, 
adding that New Delhi was threaten-
ing Pakistan to divert attention from 
its internal situation.Qureshi said 
Pakistan had been hosting the Af-
ghan refugees for four decades and 
would also take care of them during 
the coronavirus pandemic. He was 
addressing the virtual international 
conference held on the subject of 

the status of refugees and homeless 
persons amid the COVID-19 situa-
tion.Foreign Minister (FM) Qureshi 
said Pakistan was the second largest 
country in the world to host a big ref-
ugee population for a long time. He 
said Afghan refugees were being pro-
vided all kind of facilities in Pakistan. 
The FM mentioned that virus was 
fast spreading in Pakistan like other 
developing countries of the world. 
He said the pandemic had put a nega-
tive impact on the economy of coun-
try.He also called for re-validating 
the principle of shared responsibility 
and burden sharing for the large ref-
ugee hosting countries like Pakistan. 
The Foreign Minister was address-
ing a high-level Webinar hosted by 
the Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut 
Cavusoglu to discuss the situation 
of refugees and other displaced per-
sons during the Pandemic and the 
need for international cooperation. 

Indian adventurism to get 
befitting reply: FM
Foreign Minister Qureshi says Pakistan takes care of Afghan refugees in pandemic
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