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The government is 
committed to protect lives 
of citizens, providing them 

with all basic amenities 
of life under prevailing 
conditions of Covid-19

 Minister for Information & 
Broadcasting Senator

Shibli Faraz

Oil decline to affect solvency: Kuwait

MIRPUR
Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) President Sardar Masood 

Khan has strongly condemned the random use of force by 
the Indian occupation forces against the peaceful Kashmiri 
protesters following the martyrdom of freedom fighter 
commander Riaz Naikoo in occupied Kashmir. “The Indian 
forces killed one youth and injured more than 50 peaceful 
protesters in a bid to prevent angry protesters from hold-
ing peaceful demonstration after killing of a top freedom 
fighter,” Masood said on Saturday. While expressing grave 
concern over growing tension between the Indian army and 
the resisting youth, he said that the occupation army was 
indiscriminately using power against the citizens holding 
peaceful demonstrations in the streets because of the Indian 
fears that these demonstrations can become a well-organized 
anti-India campaign and may culminate in finishing India’s 
illegal occupation of Kashmir. “Even on the fourth day of the 
martyrdom of Naikoo, the Indian army has imposed a strict 
curfew to prevent the youth from coming out of their homes, 
and holding demonstrations against the Indian army,” he 
added. Meanwhile, in an interview with Farhan Mujahid Chak, 
professor of the department of international relations at the 
University of Qatar and the chief executive of Kashmir Civitas 

channel, the AJK president said that the situation in occupied 
Kashmir has been very serious, and Kashmir was undergoing 
the darkest period of its history. He said that the worst situ-
ation which we have been talking about, have erupted in the 
held territory with the start of genocide there. “The BJP-RSS 
regime is killing defenceless and innocent people in occu-
pied Kashmir. They are being slaughtered, and the youth are 
being rendered disabled and blind,” he said adding that the 
worst kind of torture is being perpetrated against political 
prisoners in prisons, and at the same time, it is being claimed 
that normalcy is returning to Kashmir. Sardar Masood Khan 
said that the imposition of new domicile laws in occupied 
Kashmir was a naked violation of the UN resolutions, but re-
grettably, the United Nations, the UN Security Council, Human 
Rights Council and the International Committee of the Red 
Cross have adopted a mysterious silence over it. This is only 
OIC which has condemned this aggressive action of India, 
he added. The AJK president stressed that we would have to 
evolve a comprehensive strategy to counter India, and pre-
sented his six points for this purpose. Explaining his Six-point 
agenda for Kashmir, Sardar Masood Khan called upon the 
people of AJK and Pakistan to maintain unity in their ranks, 
do not speak in different conflicting voices. VoM

New freight train links S. China 
with Europe

The Asian Telegraph

Shale sector faces great 
unknown uncertainty

Bureau Reporter
KUWAIT/HOUSTON

The decline in oil prices and the value of invest-
ment assets since the start of the coronavirus 
outbreak will have an adverse impact on the “fi-
nancial solvency” of the state, Emir Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah said on Saturday. “Kuwait is 
facing the big and unprecedented challenge of 
shielding our economy from the external shocks 
caused by this virus, specifically the decline in oil 
prices and the value of investments and assets, 
which will have a negative impact on the financial 
solvency of the state,” the Emir was cited by the 
state news agency KUNA as saying. It wasn’t clear 
if the comment meant that Kuwait could delay the 
payment of government dues, or whether it was a 
general statement about the deterioration of the 
state’s finance as a result of the economic impact 
of the health crisis. Moody’s Investors Service has 
hinted it might downgrade Kuwait’s long-term 
issuer rating. With thousands of oil wells choking 
back or completely shutting off production, com-

panies already are looking ahead to what may 
prove to an even bigger challenge: turning wells 
back on. US and Canadian oil producers are curb-
ing as much as 4.5 million barrels of daily sup-
plies, according to Plains All American Pipeline 
LP. In the US alone, drillers have announced plans 
to halt more than 600,000 barrels of daily out-
put this month and next, said Rystad Energy AS. 
Old-style, conventional wells were the first to go 
down and the closures are expanding to some 
of the horizontal gushers that represent shale 
drillers’ prize assets. Although shutting down a 
well can be a relatively simple and even remote-

controlled process, industry executives and their 
engineering teams aren’t altogether sure how 
smoothly an idle well can be restarted. “When 
you shut in wells, especially for a long period of 
time, you have a lot of surprises,” Clay Bretches, 
an executive vice president at Apache Corp, said 
during a conference call with analysts. “Some 
of them are good and some of them are bad.” 
Executives are careful about disclosing which 
wells are being curtailed which involves squeez-
ing back on the volume of crude flowing out of 
the well versus those that are completely shut 
down. That’s because reversing a total shut-
down presents a more challenging set of tasks 
and costs. Houston-based Apache has shut about 
2,500 wells, and Bretches said the company is 
taking “great pains” to make sure they’re being 
preserved. That includes preventing corrosion 
and maintaining equipment that sits atop the well 
in remote fields. WPX Energy Inc, which plans to 
shut in a total of about 45,000 barrels of oil a day 
this month and possibly next, said it could be as 
simple as remotely opening up valves or speed-
ing up electric pumps installed at the bottom of 
some wells. But the company cautioned against 
the expectation that it could be done quickly..

Maltreatment of coronavirus 
patients intolerable: PM

 ISLAMABAD 

Prime Minister Imran Khan has 
expressed dismay over the media 
reports about maltreatment meted 
out to Covid-19 patients by some 
medical staff in the hospitals and 
said such behavior is intolerable, 
which creates fear among patients. 
Chairing a meeting of the National 
Health Task Force here on Saturday, 
he directed the paramedical staff 
and doctors to treat Covid-19 pa-
tients in hospitals with utmost care 
and responsibility.The prime min-
ister directed the authorities con-
cerned to chalk out a comprehen-
sive strategy for raising awareness 
among masses about Covid-19. 
He pointed out that coronavirus 
situation in Pakistan is different as 
compared to other countries and 
can be improved by adopting pre-

cautionary measures. Imran Khan 
urged the citizens to immediately 
get their tests conducted, if they 
feel any symptoms of Covid-19. 
Briefing the meeting, Prime Minis-
ter’s Focal Person on Covid-19 Dr. 
Faisal Sultan said Pakistan is less 
affected by impacts of coronavi-
rus as compared to other nations, 
where massive death toll has been 
witnessed. The meeting was told 
that number of coronavirus virus 
testing labs have increased to 63, 
which was just four in March. Prime 
Minister Imran Khan while empha-
sizing the importance of a robust 
public awareness campaign over 
the recent coronavirus situation, 
observed that being responsible 
citizens, they must take care of 
coronavirus patients with greater 
responsibility. During the meeting, 

the prime minister expressed his 
regret over reports regarding mal-
treatment of coronavirus patients, 
and said such attitude was unbear-
able and led to creation of fear. He 
further observed that if anyone had 
symptoms of coronavirus, he or 
she should immediately get him-
self tested without any hesitation. 
The prime minister underlined the 
need for taking steps for the launch 
of a comprehensive public aware-
ness campaign in this regard and 
directed for formulation of a co-
ordinated strategy in this regard. 
He said compared with the rest of 
the world, the situation in Pakistan 
was under control which could be 
further improved with adherence 
to precautionary measures and 
through inspiring of confidence in 
public. The provincial ministers ap-

prised the meeting about the latest 
situation, treatment of patients in 
the hospitals, steps for the protec-
tion and facilitation of doctors and 
paramedical staff and enhance-
ment of corona testing capacity in 
their respective provinces. PM’s fo-
cal person Dr Faisal in his briefing 
presented details about the number 
of patients in different provinces, 
deaths and the ratio of the cases. He 
said Pakistan had been less affected 
with the pandemic when compared 
with other countries of the world. It 
was also informed that number of 
coronavirus testing labs had been 
increased from 4 to 63 as compared 
to the month of March. Punjab 
health minister Dr Yasmeen Rashid 
said that soon a standard operat-
ing procedure over home quar-
antine would be announced. VoM

SBP allows financing 
for BMR, expansion 

under TERF
KARACHI

The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has 
opened up its subsidized Temporary 
Economic Relief Facility (TERF) for 
Balancing, Modernization and Replace-
ment (BMR) and expansion of existing 
projects. The measure has been taken 
to provide further stimulus to the econ-
omy in the context of COVID-19 impact 
on the economy, to support investment 
in the country for modernizing or ex-
panding manufacturing / production 
units, and in response from feedback 
from stakeholders, said a news re-
lease on Friday. Since the outbreak of 
COVID-19, SBP has taken several mea-
sures to safeguard economic activity 
in the country. On March 17, 2020 SBP 
introduced TERF and its Shariah com-
pliant version to stimulate new invest-
ment in manufacturing sector. Under 
the scheme, SBP provides refinance to 
banks for their onward extension of fi-
nancing at maximum end-user rate of 
7 percent for 10 years. The maximum 
financing for a single project under the 
scheme is Rs. 5 billion. The objective of 
this facility is to boost economic activ-
ity through investments in manufac-
turing units. While allowing BMR and 
expansion of existing projects, SBP has 
allowed financing for purchase of new 
imported and locally manufactured 
plant and machinery against foreign LC 
and inland LC. The funding under the 
facility cannot be used for procurement 
of second-hand machinery, land or car-
rying out civil works. Further, SBP has 
also introduced additional internal and 
external checks and controls to ensure 
proper utilization of funds. With ex-
pansion in scope of the facility, SBP ex-
pects that existing businesses will avail 
this subsidized funding to improve 
productivity of their business projects 
leading to higher economic activity and 
employment generation. A complete 
list of the measures taken by the SBP to 
support the economy and public health 
since the outbreak of COVID-19 is avail-
able official website. VoM

Govt clearing tax 
refunds of business 
community: Hafeez

RAWALPINDI

Adviser to the Prime Minister on Finance and 
Revenue, Dr. Abdul Hafeez Shaikh said that the 
government was actively resolving the liquidity 
related issues of business community by clear-
ing all outstanding tax refunds on fast-track ba-
sis. The government was also taking progressive 
measures for further ease of doing business and 
improving business environment, particularly for 
the small and medium enterprises, he said while 
talking to the office bearers and members of the 
Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce 
& Industry (FPCCI). The FPCCI members held a 
detailed on-video interaction with the Adviser 
and his team at the Finance Division and apprised 
them of their issues besides presenting various 
proposals and recommendations for considera-
tion in the upcoming federal budget. Chairperson 
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR), Ms Nausheen 
Javaid Amjad, Secretary Finance Naveed Kam-
ran Baloch, FPCCI President Mian Anjum Nisar, 
former federation president Zakaria Usman and 
several other office-bearers and members of 
FPCCI also took part in the discussion. Dr Abdul 
Hafeez Shaikh said that the government had al-
ready issued sales tax refunds to exporters to the 
tune of Rs 56 billion through the Faster system 
while Rs 40 billion refunds had also been issued 
out of Faster and Rs 3 billion additional refunds 
were to be paid by the end of current month. He 
said the government was open to considering 
any genuine and realistic proposals, including 
the establishment of industrial zones, upgrade 
of infrastructure, rationalization of tariff and du-
ties, for the promotion of SMEs in the country. 
Earlier, the office-bearers of the FPCCI brought to 
the notice of the Adviser, progress on their recent 
meetings with the FBR chairperson and her team 
on resolution of their issues. They wanted waiver 
of demurrage charges for stuck-up containers as 
well as clearance of vehicles stuck at the ports for 
want of encashment certificates due to prevailing 
COVID-19 situation, reduction of regulatory duty 
on the import of tyres. They thanked the Adviser 
and his team for expediting clearance of outstand-
ing tax refunds and conceded that it was for the 
first time in history that they had been receiving 
their outstanding tax refunds at their doorsteps 
without any hassle.  VoM

ISLAMABAD
The head of the International Monetary 

Fund has signaled a possible downward 
revision of global economic forecasts, 
and warned the United States and China 
against rekindling a trade war that could 
weaken a recovery from the corona-
virus pandemic. IMF managing direc-
tor Kristalina Georgieva told an online 
event hosted by the European University 
Institute that recent economic data for 
many countries was coming in below the 
Fund’s already pessimistic forecast for a 3 
per cent contraction in 2020. “With no im-
mediate medical solutions, more adverse 
scenarios might unfortunately materialise 
for some economies,” Georgieva said, add-
ing, “It is the unknown about the behaviour 
of this virus that is clouding the horizon 
for projections.” The global lender in April 
projected the global economy would 
shrink by 3 per cent, marking the steepest 
downturn since the Great Depression of 
the 1930s, with a partial rebound to follow 

in 2021, but warned that outcomes could 
be far worse, depending on the course of 
the pandemic. The US economy - the larg-
est in the world - has been particularly 
hard hit by widespread shutdowns aimed 
at containing the spread of the virus. US 
government data on Friday showed the 
steepest monthly loss of US jobs since the 
Great Depression, with the unemployment 
rates surging to 14.7 per cent last month. 
The White House said joblessness could hit 
20 per cent in May. US President Donald 

Trump has threatened to punish China for 
its handling of the virus by imposing new 
tariffs or other measures, and on Friday 
suggested he could end a “Phase 1” US-
China trade deal. Top US and Chinese trade 
officials on Friday said they would press 
ahead with implementing the initial trade 
deal, but some observers say China’s prom-
ised purchases of US goods are running far 
behind the pace needed to meet the first-
year goal of a US$77 billion (S$100 billion) 
increase. On Friday, Georgieva warned that 
a retreat into protectionism could weaken 
the prospects for global recovery at a criti-
cal juncture. Asked how concerned she was 
that rising US-China tensions could jeop-
ardise the global economy, Georgieva said, 
“It is hugely important for us to resist what 
may be a natural tendency to retreat be-
hind our borders.” Reigniting world trade 
was critical to ensuring a global economic 
recovery, she said, adding, “Otherwise, 
costs go up, incomes go down, and we will 
be in a less secure world.” VoM

IMF chief warns against protectionism Modi can’t win Kashmir war by butchering 
people: AJK President

China extends anti-
dumping duties on US, 

EU alloy-steel pipes
Bureau Report

BEIJING
China’s Ministry of Commerce 

announced on Saturday that it 
will extend anti-dumping duties 
on imports of alloy-steel seam-
less pipes for high temperature 
and pressure from the United 
States and the European Union 
for another five years. Following 
an expiry review launched at the 
request of the domestic indus-
try, the extension will take effect 
from May 10, the ministry said in 
a statement on its website. China 
started to impose anti-dumping 
duties on imported alloy-steel 
seamless pipes for high tem-
perature and pressure from the 
United States and the European 
Union in 2014. In June last year, 
the commerce ministry adjusted 
anti-dumping duty rates for pro-

ducers of such products from 
these regions. A China-Europe 
freight train on Saturday left 
Dongguan, a manufacturing hub 
in south China’s Guangdong 
Province, heading for Vilnius, 
capital of Lithuania. The train 
of the new postal service will 
pass by Kazakhstan, Russia and 
Belarus and is expected to arrive 
in Vilnius 16 days later. Carrying 
41 TEUs loaded with 260 tonnes 
of international mail, including 
clothing, toys, luggage and elec-
tronic products, from Dongguan 
and the surrounding areas, it will 
leave China via the Horgos Port in 
northwest China’s Xinjiang Uygur 
Autonomous Region. After ar-
rival, the international mail will 
be distributed to European coun-
tries and regions such as Spain, 
Britain, Germany and Italy. The 
opening of this China-Europe 
freight train service line will 
help promote multilateral trade 

exchanges and cooperation be-
tween parts of south China in-
cluding Dongguan and countries 
and regions along the route. A 
China-Europe freight train car-
rying anti-epidemic supplies on 
Saturday left Wuhan, once hit 
hard by COVID-19, heading for 
Belgrade, the capital of Serbia. 
The train departed Wujiashan 
railway container center station 
at 10 a.m., loaded with 294.42 
tonnes of anti-epidemic supplies 
such as masks, protective suits, 
goggles and medical devices, ac-
cording to the China State Railway 
Group Co., Ltd. (China Railway). 
The cargo will arrive in Belgrade 
in 18 days, leaving China from the 
Alataw Pass in northwest China’s 
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous 
Region, said the China Railway. In 
March and April, China sent 3,142 
tonnes of anti-epidemic supplies 
via China-Europe freight trains to 
European countries.

Prime Minister Khan for awareness campaign over coronavirus situation

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan chairs meeting of National Health Taskforce here on Saturday. Photo by VoM



w Amna Malik

Sunday, May 10, 2020

www.theasiantelegraph.net

Editor-in-Chief: Amna Malik
Editor: Mohammad Arshad

Phone: + 92 51 2814017 Offce # 407/408, 4th Floor, Evacuee 
Trust, Agha Khan Road, F-5/1 Islamabad

Indian Ugly Face & 
World Opinion

Indian troops have martyred more than one hundred 
thousand people in occupied Kashmir and rendered 
their children orphaned Indian troops had killed thou-
sands of Kashmiris in fake encounters and buried them 
in unmarked mass graves and subjected more than eight 
thousands to custodial disappearance. Children of these 
people did not know about the whereabouts of their fa-
thers or their graves. The world community and all the 
Muslim countries must take care of all the orphans in 

occupied Kashmir. More than eight lac Indian troops were killing 
innocent people in the territory on daily basis and no attention 
was paid to their orphan children. On the Day of Orphans, he 
urged the Muslim countries to put pressure on India to settle 
the Kashmir dispute peacefully through dialogue and according 
to the UN resolutions to save more Kashmiri children from get-
ting orphaned. 
Indian heinous designs and ugly face is being exposed to the 
world with the passage of each day as the international com-
munity is getting more and more sensitized about the fascist 
approaches of Indian leadership towards Muslims and other 
minorities inside India as well as other nations of the world. 
Indian intelligence agency is moving forward anti Pakistan and 
anti-Muslim agenda in different parts of the world and inter-
national intelligentsia is also taking note of these covert opera-
tions being carried out of RAW. This is why; an Indian national 
will face trial in Germany for spying on Sikh and Kashmiri com-
munities for notorious Indian intelligence agency, Research & 
Analysis Wing, commonly known as RAW.  Federal prosecutors 
allege the suspect, identified as 54-year-old Balvir, has been 
working with the RAW since 2015. 
The higher regional court in the city in a statement said that 
Balvir allegedly provided information about figures in the Sikh 
opposition scene and the Kashmiri movement and their rela-
tives in Germany, and passed this on to his handlers who were 
working at the Indian consulate general in Frankfurt. The trial 
will open on August 25. It is worth mentioning here that the 
same Frankfurt court convicted an Indian couple for spying on 
the same communities last December.  
RAW agents try to divert world opinion from the plight of 
Kashmiris, Sikhs, Dalits, Christians and other minorities in 
India by conduct covert operations. These operations are also 
conducted to hide facts about the plight of Kashmiris in Indian 
occupied Kashmir due to the continued lockdown.  In occupied 
Kashmir, the Indian authorities continue imposing restrictions 
in the Kashmir Valley, to prevent people from holding demon-
strations against the killing of top Mujahid commander by In-
dian troops. The occupation authorities had imposed restric-
tions across the Kashmir Valley; heavy contingents of Indian 
troops and police personnel remain deployed across the val-
ley to prevent people from holding demonstrations against the 
killings. 
The cellular and internet services remain suspended in Pulwa-
ma district while SMS and mobile internet services are snapped 
in the entire valley. The forces’ personnel blocked all roads and 
lanes with razor wire to restrict the public movement. The sa-
cred blood of the Kashmiri martyrs will not go waste and the 
day was not far when the dawn of freedom would rise in Kash-
mir. While high-speed internet was helping people to guard 
against coronavirus across the world, ban on the service was 
preventing the residents of occupied Kashmir from learning or 
sharing important information about the disease. 
On the other hand, a joint statement issued at a Kashmir con-
ference held simultaneously in Brussels and London through 
video link said that as the world was engaged in its fight against 
the coronavirus pandemic, India was shamelessly exploiting 
this crisis situation to unleash its terror against the youth in 
occupied Kashmir.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Pandemic & Opening EconomiesPandemic & Opening Economies

The Coronavirus pandemic is set-
ting Japan on course for deep 
recession as Japan’s household 
spending plunged in March and 
service-sector activity shrank 
at a record pace in April, rein-
forcing expectations that the 
coronavirus pandemic is tip-
ping the world’s third-largest 

economy into deep recession. Overtime pay a 
barometer of strength in corporate activity also 
plunged at a record pace in March, data showed, 
a sign companies were hit by shrinking business 
even before the government announced a state of 
emergency in early April. The weak readings make 
it a near certainty the economy suffered a second 
straight quarter of contraction in January-March, 
the technical definition of a recession, and was 
on track for a deeper decline in the current quar-
ter as the health crisis kept shoppers home and 
businesses closed. Even without the virus, Japan’s 
economy was very weak due to the hit from last 
year’s sales tax hike. The pandemic has completely 
destroyed any chance of a recovery. The economy 

may rebound somewhat in July-September but 
won’t return to pre-coronavirus levels for the rest 
of this year. Household spending slumped 6.0% in 
March from a year earlier following a 0.3 percent 
fall in February, marking the biggest drop in five 
years. The decline, a tad smaller than a median 
market forecast for a 6.7 percent fall, was due 
largely to plunging demand for travel, clothing 
and eating out as the government asked citizens 
to refrain from going out and some businesses to 
shut down. There were some winners with firms 
that provide catering for people at home seeing 
increased business. Stocks around the world were 
already rising before the U.S. government gave its 
monthly report on jobs, in part on hopes that the 
US and China won’t restart their trade war. After 
the report showed employers cut a record-busting 
20.5 million jobs last month, the gains actually ac-
celerated. While the number is a nightmare, it was 
slightly below the 21 million that economists told 
markets to brace for. More importantly, investors 
are betting they won’t see another report that 
bad again because the number of workers filing 
for unemployment benefits has slowly declined 
the last five weeks. Instead of looking backward 
at last month’s job losses, some investors focused 
instead on the prospect of growth resuming later 
this year. They bought stocks of retailers that laid 
out plans to reopen in coming weeks, energy com-
panies that would benefit as people start driving 
again and banks that may skirt the worst-case 
avalanche of loan defaults. After losing a third of 
its value in a little more than a month on worries 
about a severe recession, the S&P 500 has since 

charged higher to recover more than half its loss. 
The rally started after the Federal Reserve and 
Congress pledged trillions of dollars to prop up 
the economy through the downturn. More recently, 
even as horrific data confirmed the recession fears 
were correct, investors have pushed stocks higher 
as countries and many U.S. states laid out plans 
to relax restrictions on businesses meant to slow 
the spread of the coronavirus outbreak. Amid this 
situation, the World Health Organisation (WHO) 
has urged the countries that lift restrictions and 
open their economies should be ready to quickly 
identify Covid-19 cases if they resurge. There may 
be sort of a ‘push and pull’ for some time as we try 
to really work and suppress this virus across the 
globe. A number of countries are opening up their 
economies after having shown that they are able to 
suppress the transmission. The countries that are 
further along in this are countries across Asia, and 
we do see that countries like China, Japan, South 
Korea, and Singapore have lifted some of these 
public health and social measures in a slow and 
controlled way. According to WHO, countries are 
improving their systems to identify the virus and 
the infected people through increasing capacity 
on both testing and contact tracing. Meanwhile, 
these countries also made sure of the availability 
of hospital beds to care for patients.

On 10 May 1857, the Bengal units 
of the East India Company’s 
army in India mutinied, mas-
sacring British officers, officials 
and traders, along with their 
families. The immediate cause 
of the so-called Indian Mutiny 
was the introduction of new car-
tridges for the Enfield rifle; the 

word soon spread that the grease for these cartridges 
was made from cow and pig fat, a fact that caused 
consternation among both Hindus and Muslims. At 
Meerut, the sepoys (Indian soldiers in service with 
the British army) refused to touch the new cartridges, 
and 85 of them were given long prison sentences; the 
following day the Meerut sepoys mutinied. Behind the 
immediate explanation, however, is a more complex 
web of political, economic and religious grievances 
that had developed as the British, with increasing 
insensitivity, imposed an alien culture upon a subject 
people. The Mutiny spread rapidly through Bengal, 
Oudh and the North-West Provinces, and, with Indian 
troops outnumbering the British by a ratio of more 
than six to one, for a time it seemed as if the British 
might lose control of the whole of India. The Punjabi, 
Sikh and Gurkha troops remained loyal, however, and 
the rebellion failed to spread beyond the north of the 

country. There was, none the less, a bitter struggle 
with atrocities on both sides — including a mas-
sacre of British prisoners at Cawnpore that deeply 
affected thinking in Britain — before Delhi was 

recaptured by the British in September 1857 and 
before Lucknow was finally secured in March 1858. 
It was the end of 1858 before the Oudh rebels were 
finally subdued.

May 10, 1857 - The Sepoys of India revolted against the British Army

Golden Globes relax rules for foreign-language films
CALIFORNIA

The Hollywood Foreign Press Association has made 
additional rule changes in light of the worldwide ef-
fect of the coronavirus, allowing films not in English 
to qualify for the Golden Globe Awards regardless of 
whether or not they received a theatrical release in 
their home countries.  The new rules cover the Globes’ 
Best Foreign-Language Motion Picture category, which 
until now has required non-English films to receive a 
theatrical release in their country of original during a 
15-month period from October 1 to December 31 in 
the year prior to the awards. That requirement has now 
been suspended, effective March 15 and continuing 
until “a date to be determined by HFPA when cinemas 
in that country have generally reopened.” Films that 
originally had “a bona fide theatrical release planned” 
for the period in question will be able to qualify with 
any kind of release, including pay-per-view or stream-
ing. The HFPA says its reminders list committee will 
consider the suspension of the rule “on a case-by-case 
basis.” The HFPA has also suspended the requirement 
that foreign-language films must be screened for vot-
ing members at a third-party facility in Los Angeles. 
Instead, the in-person screenings can be replaced by 
DVD screeners or screening links. The rule suspen-
sions are similar to ones that were made in all other 
Golden Globe feature-film categories on March 26. The 
announcement of the changes concludes, “The HFPA 
will continue to assess the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on motion picture distribution and exhibi-
tion and may make other temporary variations to those 
rules as it considers appropriate in the future.” VoM

Virgin Galactic, NASA team up to 
develop high-speed air travel

CALIFORNIA
Virgin Galactic has a new partnership with 

NASA. Virgin Galactic  shared a new partner-
ship with NASA that aims to promote the 
development of high-speed, point-to-point 
technologies. The Space Act Agreement 
is designed to boost collaboration among 
NASA, Virgin Galactic and its subsidiary The 
Spaceship Company to support the US’s efforts 
to “produce technically feasible, high Mach ve-
hicles for potential civil applications,” accord-
ing to a release.  Virgin Galactic says it hopes 
to develop a vehicle for safe and efficient high-
speed air travel with its industry partners. The 
efforts will center on sustainability.  “This is 
the beginning of an important partnership for 
Virgin Galactic and The Spaceship Company 
that will support the future development of 

aviation technology,” Virgin Galactic Holdings 
CEO George Whitesides said in a statement. 
“Virgin Galactic’s unique experience and in-
novative technology platform will, in part-
nership with the historic capabilities of NASA 
and other government agencies, enable the 
progression of new technical steps that will 
improve US competitiveness,” Whitesides 
said. “We see this as an area with tremen-
dous growth potential that we will continue 
to invest in, alongside our commercial space-
flight operations.” James Kenyon, director of 
the NASA Aeronautics Advanced Air Vehicles 
Program, said the agreement will allow the or-
ganizations to apply new techniques and tech-
nologies from the last 50 years and “explore 
potential new solutions for the commercial 
aviation industry.” VoM

Sohail Majeed Butt
ISLAMABAD

A briefing entitled “International cooperation of 
Turkmenistan in the healthcare sphere” was held 
in the building of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Turkmenistan. The briefing was attended by 
the heads and representatives of the Ministries 
of Foreign Affairs, Health and Medical Industry, 
and other relevant departments of Turkmenistan, 
leading political scientists of the country, as well as 
heads of diplomatic missions and representatives 
of international organizations accredited in the 
country, local and accredited journalists of foreign 
media outlets. In addition, the event was attended 
by video conferencing by leaders and representa-
tives from the health sector of several foreign 
countries, in particular, the Deputy Minister of 
Healthcare of the Republic of Belarus, senior rep-
resentatives of leading foreign medical universi-
ties, including Medical University of Azerbaijan, 
Belarusian State Medical University and Tbilisi 
State Medical University. Representatives of lead-

ing foreign media and public organizations also 
participated in the briefing through video con-
ferencing. Thus, more than 60 representatives 
from 20 countries of the world took part in the 
briefing. During the speeches, it was noted that 
under the leadership of President Gurbanguly 
Berdimuhamedov, Turkmenistan stands for in-
ternational cooperation in the name of protect-
ing and maintaining people’s health, which is 
especially relevant in the current period of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Adhering to the recom-
mendations of reputable international organi-
zations, the country has achieved considerable 
success in promoting its health policy and calls 
on the international community to work together 
to overcome the consequences of the pandemic. 
This applies to humanitarian cooperation, the 
restoration of trade and economic ties, including 
ensuring the functioning of transport and transit 
systems in emergency conditions. As the meet-
ing participants emphasized, as a result of a clear 
and well-coordinated policy of Turkmenistan, the 

country managed to prevent the spread of dis-
eases caused by a new type of coronavirus COVID-
19 on its territory. In their speeches, the Deputy 
Minister of Healthcare of the Republic of Belarus 
Ye.Bogdan, as well as the representatives of senior 
management of foreign universities, in particu-
lar, Vice-Rector for International Relations of the 
Belarusian State Medical University V.Rudenok, 
Vice-Rector of the Tbilisi State Medical University 
I.Kokhreidze and the Vice-Rector for International 
Affairs of the Medical University of Azerbaijan O. 
Isaev particularly noted that Turkmenistan had 
promptly responded to outbreak of the pandemic, 
emphasizes the prevention of infectious and non-
communicable diseases. The country’s leadership 
also attaches great importance to promoting a 
healthy lifestyle. During the briefing, a constructive 
exchange of views took place on the establishment 
of a global mechanism for resolving crisis situa-
tions. Participants also agreed that protecting the 
health of all people lies at the heart of the sustain-
able development process.

Briefing on Int’l cooperation of Turkmenistan in healthcare sphere

Writer is the President, Center of Pakistan and 
International Relations (COPAIR) and Editor-in-
Chief of ‘Mélange int’l Magazine’ and ‘ The Asian 
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Beyonce’s family tested 
for Covid-19

LAS VEGAS

Beyonce’s family has all been tested for Covid-19.  
The 38-year-old singer’s mother Tina Lawson has 
revealed that the entire family were tested for the 
virus and were negative so they are hoping to get 
together to celebrate Mother’s Day this weekend. 
Tina - who also has daughter Solange, 33, with ex-
husband Mathew Knowles -said on show: “We all 
got tested? We’ve gotten the results back and eve-
rybody is okay so I hope that we can get together 
this Mother’s Day and have dinner together. I can 
actually touch them, for real.” Tina - who has been 
married to Richard Lawson since 2015 - has four 
grandchildren, Beyonce’s eight-year-old daughter 
Blue Ivy and two-year-old twins, Sir and Rumi and 
Solange’s 15-year-old son called Daniel Jr. And Tina 
admitted she is struggling to cope without seeing 
her children and grandchildren. She explained: 
“It makes me sad, especially on Sundays because 
that’s the day that we all get together. So on Sunday 
mornings I’ve got the blues.” And sharing her par-
enting advice, she added: “My best advice would be 
that you can’t raise kids and have the philosophy 
of - Do as I say and not as I do - because they are 
watching everything you do.’  VoM

Selena Gomez penning 
hits in lockdown

LOS ANGELES
Selena Gomez has been writing music in lockdown. 
The ‘Lose You To Love Me’ hitmaker had been busy 
in the studio before lockdown due to the coronavi-
rus pandemic and is desperate to keep that “feel-
ing of inspiration”, despite being confined to her 
home. Speaking to Puma, she said: “Before the stay 
at home ordinance, I was working in the studio. I 
didn’t want to lose that feeling of inspiration, so I 
am constantly writing ideas and lyrics down for 
songs in my journals.” It comes after Selena created 
her own home studio. The singer took to Instagram 
to share a snap of her new recording space she has 
put together in a room at her Los Angeles pad. She 
captioned the post: “Makeshift studio so I can work 
from home.” The studio setup was uploaded soon 
after she revealed she is to work on new music 
during the coronavirus lockdown. During a recent 
livestream, she said: “As far as new music, I don’t 
know”, whilst also nodding her head and mouth-
ing the word “yes”. Meanwhile, Selena previously 
admitted she was worried her career would be over 
when she released her new album. Asked the scari-
est thing about releasing the record, the 27-year-
old singer said that no one would like it and my 
career as a singer would be over.  I genuinely 
thought that. I worked so, so hard on this album. 
It could have come out and completely flopped, and 
then it’s like, well, where do you go from here? I 
would have questioned everything because I doubt 
myself and that’s where I would have ended up - in 
a spiral. VoM

I used to steal my dad’s 
clothes: Hailey Bieber

LONDON
Hailey Bieber is said to have rummaged through her 

father’s wardrobe to steal oversized clothes from it. 
The 23-year-old model, who is the daughter of actors 
Stephen and Kennya Baldwin, was looking for clothes in 
his father’s closet since she has always been a fan of the 
oversize look. In an interview with British Vogue, Justin 
Bieber’s beautiful wife admitted: “I always stole my fa-
ther’s clothes because I liked wearing oversized clothes. 
Something like T-shirts and trucker jackets, even his 501s. 
I’ve been wearing his [Levi’s] 50 cut-off pants for as long 
as I can remember … they make me feel like myself. ” The 
blonde beauty spoke in enthusiastic tones about working 
with the actor: “Jaden is great. He is so creative and has 
such a great attitude in everything he does, I think that 
the performer comes out in him. I love that we were able 
to work together on the project. “ VoM

Bureau Report
Stevenage

Lewis Hamilton says he is 
“enjoying” some aspects of 
Formula 1’s enforced break 
because it has given him time 
to refresh and revitalise him-
self. The 2020 season is on hold 
until July because of the corona-
virus pandemic. Hamilton, said: 
“There have been times in the 
past five years that I thought 

a rest would be good for body 
and mind. “For an athlete in 
their prime, it’s never a good 
thing to step away for a year 
but we have been handed a 
part-sabbatical, which I am en-
joying.” The 35-year-old added: 
“I feel fresher and healthier 
than ever.” The world drivers’ 
champion, who will be bidding 
for a record-equalling seventh 
title once the season starts up, 

said not racing had been “a 
shock to the system” but that 
the lockdown was “almost a 
blessing on one side because 
it gives you even more appre-
ciation for the things you love 
and do”. He added: “And it has 
given me more energy and in-
spiration and determination 
to keep delivering and keep 
working with this great team. 
So I’m excited for the future.” 
Hamilton, who was speaking 
in a video interview published 
by his Mercedes team, added 
that he had been using the 
unusual amount of free time to 
have long conversations with 
friends, to try to learn French 
and to focus on honing his 
fitness. “The struggle for eve-

ryone I think is keeping your 
mind clear. Some days you’re 
sluggish and other days you’re 
positive,” he said. “But the key 
is trying to remain centred, find 
things you enjoy doing that you 
perhaps haven’t had time to do 
in the past. “Don’t waste this 
time. That’s a really important 
thing - not to waste this time.” 
He added: “I miss driving. But 
you have to look at the posi-
tives. And if you look around 
the world, the skies are clearer, 
people are probably appreciat-
ing this time and their families 
and relationships more. “There 
are so many things to come out 
of this and I really hope we can 
all grow from this experience 
and that it passes soon.”

Staff Reporter
LAHORE

 Fans have picked the World-Cup win-
ning captain Imran Khan and “Boom 
Boom” Shahid Afridi as the most popu-
lar all-rounder pair in Tests on social 
media. After picking openers, middle-
order batsmen, spinners and pacers, 
fans want the imaginary pair of Prime 
Minister Khan and Afridi together in 
the elite format of the game. Second, 
on the list was the pair of Afridi and 
Abdul Razzaq, who were one of the 
destructive all-rounders while playing 
together. It must be noted that fans 
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) has ini-
tiated the “Dream Pairs” campaign in 
which fans have been asked to select 
the best pair. Earlier, the opening duo 
of Saeed Anwar and Aamir Sohail was 
named as the most popular opening 

pair. The middle-order pair 
of Pakistan’s highest Test 
run-getter Younus Khan and 
former captain Mohammad 
Yousaf emerged as the most 
popular middle-order pair. 
The legendary fast bowling 
duo of Wasim Akram and 
Waqar Younis who shared 
787 Test wickets between 
them was rated as the most 
popular fast bowling pair in 
Pakistan Test history. Among 
the spinners, the late legend-
ary leg-spinner Abdul Qadir 
and off-spinner Saqlain 
Mushtaq were rated as the 
most popular dream pair fol-
lowed by the pair of Saqlain 
and leg-spinner Mushtaq 
Ahmed. 

Staff Reporter
KARACHI

The stock market likely to stay range bound in 
coming week owing to ease in lockdown. Analysts 
at Arif Habib Limited said that the market to remain 
range bound in the coming week. With standard op-
erating procedures in place, lockdown will be easing 
off next week, business community and economy 
will get a sigh of relief. Whereas, given foreign re-
serves clocking-in at USD 18.8 billion, up by USD 

292 million WoW, Pak Rupee is expected to remain 
stable against the greenback (which is a major 
positive for foreign investment). The benchmark 
KSE-100 index of Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) is 
currently trading at a PER of 7.0x (2020) compared 
to Asia Pac regional average of 10.2x and while offer-
ing DY of ~8.4 percent versus ~3.1 percent offered 
by the region. Market commenced on a negative 
note this week, with investors resorting to profit 
taking. With a massive fall in exports by 54 percent 
YoY in last month followed by a fall in cement dis-
patches by 24 percent YoY in April 2020 amid lock-
down weak sentiment prevailed. Furthermore, IMF’s 
prediction regarding total foreign reserves depletion 
by USD 1.9 billion in the coming 15 months added 
fuel to this decline. Moreover, 12 month T Bill cut 
off yield climbed up by 28 basis points. Meanwhile, 
Federal Govt.’s decision to ease off lockdown from 
Saturday and onwards was not received well given 
alarming jump in COVID-19 cases on day-on-day 
basis. Whereas, announcement of reduction in 
RLNG prices for the month of May 2020 cushioned 
the dip. The KSE-100 index settled at 33,268 points, 

shedding 884 points (down by 2.5 percent) WoW. 
Sector-wise negative contributions came from i) 
Commercial Banks (231 points), ii) Cement (211 
points), iii) Power Generation & Distribution (156 
points), iv) Fertilizer (148 points) and Oil & Gas 
Exploration Companies (99 points). Meanwhile, 
sector-wise positive contribution came from i) Oil 
and Gas Marketing Companies (76 points), Food & 
Personal Care Products (34 points) and Technology 
& Communication (21 points). Scrip-wise negative 
contributions were led by HUBC (126 points), LUCK 
(102 points), HBL (82 points), FFC (76 points) and 
MCB (74 points). Foreign selling continued this 
week clocking-in at USD 17.8 million compared to 
a net sell of USD 11.6 million last week. Selling was 
witnessed in Exploration & Production (USD 7.1 
million) and Commercial Banks (USD 5.1 million). 
On the domestic front, major buying was reported 
by Individuals (USD 20.3 million) and Companies 
(USD 5.7 million). Average Volumes settled at 190 
million shares (up by 7 percent WoW) while average 
value traded clocked-in at USD 46 million (down by 
5 percent WoW).

Bureau Report
TAIPEI

Taiwan’s total exports in April fell 1.3 
percent year on year to 25.24 billion 
U.S. dollars, 10.7 percent down from 
March, according to the island’s finance 

department. The figure has dropped 
for two consecutive months to the low-
est level since May 2017 except for the 
months when the Spring Festival fell, 
the department said in a press release 

earlier this week.  The island’s exports 
to Europe dropped by 20.1 percent 
year on year, the biggest fall in the 
past five years, while the exports to the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) down 12.2 percent, the state-
ment said. However, Taiwan’s exports to 
the mainland and Hong Kong increased 
by 14 percent year on year to 11.21 bil-
lion U.S. dollars in April, accounting for 
about 44.4 percent of its total exports 
and remaining the biggest among the is-
land’s major export markets, the state-
ment said. The exports to Japan and the 
United States also rose by 17.5 percent 
and 1.5 percent, respectively, year on 
year. The department attributed the 
continuous reduction of exports to the 
epidemic control measures in Europe and 
the United States and the lowering prices 
of raw material in international markets, 
particularly oil prices. The island’s total 
imports in April reduced by 9.9 percent 
over March to 22.97 billion U.S. dollars, 
up 0.5 percent year on year.

Taiwan’s exports slip for two consecutive months

RERA fines firm 
Dh50,000 for violating 

permit legislation
Bureau Report

DUBAI
The Real Estate Regulatory 

Agency (RERA) imposed a 
Dh50,000 fine on a real estate 
company that was found to have 
violated the laws related to the 
escrow account and permits of 
real estate advertisements, specifi-
cally Law No. (8) for 2007. RERA 
called on all real estate companies 
and brokers to abide by laws and 
regulations that regulate real es-
tate advertising and marketing 
mechanisms. To ensure the high-
est levels of transparency and 
safeguard the rights of all parties, 
including investors and devel-
opers, RERA regularly launches 
awareness campaigns across var-
ious channels and is in constant 
communication with all parties 
to inform them about the systems 
and share with them the latest cir-
culars aimed at establishing reas-
surance and encouraging correct 
practices. Through the processes 
of control and auditing of real es-
tate advertisements undertaken 
by RERA’s cadres, a company was 
found to have committed a group 
of violations related to the promo-
tion and advertising of real estate 
projects not registered under its 
name. The violations also included 
issuing investment contracts to 
customers of those projects, re-
ceiving amounts outside the es-
crow account, and launching a 
promotional campaign without 
obtaining the necessary permits 
from the concerned authorities.

Bureau Report
TAIYUAN

China’s largest hard coal producer 
Yangquan Coal Industry (Group) 
Co., Ltd. in Shanxi Province has 
finished building a 5G network 
in one of its mines, heralding the 
coming of 5G era of the country’s 
cold industry and paving way for 
intelligent mining based on 5G 
technologies. The 5G network in 
Yangquan’s subsidiary, Xinyuan, is 
the country’s first commercial 5G 
service under a coal mine shaft. It 
is built in partnership with China 
Mobile and Huawei. Wang Haigang, 
deputy manager of Xinyuan, said 
the 5G network had been in stable 
operation for a week after its inau-
guration and optimization. With 
the integrated 5G coverage, the 
data upload rate is above 800Mbps 
and the transmission latency is less 
than 20 milliseconds in the mine, 
enabling a variety of applications 
such as high-definition audio and 
video communications and remote 
intelligent control of equipment to 

free workers from the dangerous 
working environment, according to 
Yu Beijian, deputy general manager 
of Yangquan Coal Industry Group. 
Yu said coal mines are usually 
hundreds of meters deep without 
telecom signals underground, and 
technicians have tackled technical 
problems to build the 5G network 
in the mine shaft which has com-
plicated underground conditions. 
With the 5G network in operation, 
the mine is expected to reduce its 
labor force in one underground 

working team from more than 170 
to about 90 while maintaining the 
coal output, Wang said, adding that 
Xinyuan hopes to increase the an-
nual output from 3 million tonnes 
to 5 million tonnes. Yu said the com-
pany has planned to further enrich 
the 5G application scenarios with 
an aim to build a “smart mine” in 
the future. Yangquan Coal Industry 
Group is not alone in embracing the 
new technology. China’s traditional 
coal mine companies are increas-
ingly merging onto the 5G “express-

way.” Yankuang Group, a mining 
conglomerate in eastern China’s 
Shandong Province, has set up a 
joint lab with China Unicom and 
Chinese telecom equipment maker 
ZTE to develop 5G and intelligent 
mining in areas including intelligent 
transportation and drone patrol. 
Kailuan Group in northern China’s 
Hebei Province has clinched a deal 
with China Telecom on 5G tech-
nology application development, 
while Shanxi Coking Coal Group 
has signed with the Shanxi branch 
of China Unicom on leasing 5G fa-
cilities. Liu Feng, vice-chairman of 
the China National Coal Association, 
said that China now has more than 
5,000 coal mines, which have built 
more than 200 intelligent mining 
platforms facilitated with automatic 
equipment. The “new infrastruc-
ture” of the 5G network building 
in coal mines will lead to elevation 
in quality, efficiency and energy 
reform and greatly transform the 
traditional development mode in 
the coal industry, Liu said.

China’s coal mining industry embraces 5G technologies

Bureau Report
DENVER 

At least 70% of U.S. Olympic sports organizations have applied 
for government funds during the coronavirus pandemic, a stark 
financial reality that underscores the frailties within the world’s 
most dominant Olympic sports system. The Associated Press 
surveyed 44 of the country’s national governing bodies (NGBs) 
-- the organizations charged with operating programs from the 
grassroots through the Olympic levels in sports that run the gamut 
from badminton to basketball. All but four of the 36 NGBs that 
responded said they had applied for assistance from the Paycheck 
Protection Program. Not all the organizations revealed how much 
they received, but those that did have been approved for a cumula-
tive total of about $12 million. Beginning next July, when the de-
layed Summer Olympics are scheduled to start in Tokyo, U.S. NGBs 
will send a total of about 1,150 athletes to two Olympics and two 
Paralympics over the span of seven months. While skier Mikaela 
Shiffrin, sprinter Noah Lyles and the U.S. basketball teams are on 
solid financial footing because of their star power and market-
ability, the U.S. will depend on dozens of lesser-known athletes to 
dominate the medals table in Tokyo and at the 2022 Winter Games 
in Beijing. It puts the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Committee and 
the NGBs on an urgent track to fund all the potential medalists, 
many of whom haven’t been able to train properly for months.. 
“There’s a very, very real and dire financial situation in sport,” said 
Sarah Hirshland, the CEO of the USOPC, which oversees the NGBs. 
“And certainly, the sports organizations we work with closely are 
feeling revenue pain. And it’s immediate.” The results of the sur-
vey were eye-opening, not only because of the sheer number of 
NGBs that applied but also because the request for federal money 
counters the long-held and distinctly American tradition of not 
using taxpayer money to pursue Olympic glory. Sports federations 
in most other countries are buttressed by government financial 
assistance. The U.S. team, which has amassed a world-leading 653 
medals in the Summer Games and Winter Games since 2000, re-
lies on broadcast fees, sponsorships, charitable donations and 
revenue from programming and 
memberships. But without the 
revenue generated by normal 
day-to-day business -- to say 
nothing of an NBC cash infu-
sion of at least $170 million that 
would’ve come into the USOPC 
coffers this year had the Tokyo 
Games not been postponed 
-- the financial model of the 
U.S. Olympic sports system is 
imperiled.

Weekly Roundup
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Imran Khan and Shahid Afridi emerged as dream 
all-rounder pair in Tests
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ISLAMABAD
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 

Qureshi has said that India’s unilat-
eral action of revoking the special 
status of Indian Occupied Kashmir 
have put the regional peace and se-
curity at stake. In a statement today, 
he said Kashmiris are facing ruth-
less curfew and other restrictions 
imposed by the Indian government 
in occupied Kashmir from the past 
nine months. He said Pakistan has 
effectively exposed Indian brutalities 
and atrocities in Occupied Kashmir 
and will continue to do so in future. 
FM Qureshi said that Pakistan has 
categorically explained and shattered 
the devious designs harbored by India 
to force the region into instability. He 
added that forums like United Nations 

Security Council (UNSC) and all other 
forums of worth and substance have 
been briefed on Indian designs for 
the region and Pakistan.  “India is 
deathly scared of the dissension 
within Kashmiris against them, India 
even refuses to return their dead after 
they become victims to Indian brutal-
ity.” “India is trying to divert attention 
of the world from legitimate human 
rights violations that it continues to 
carry out against their minorities and 
Indian Occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
by making baseless accusations 
against Pakistan,” said FM Qureshi.  
“India is itching to find a possibility 
of a false flag operation inside its own 
territory to make Pakistan the scape-
goat and find pretext to escalate ten-

sions between the two nuclear armed 
countries further.” The alarming situ-
ation of Indian occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir has been created by illegal 
annexation of the disputed territory 
by India, It’s been nine months since 
a grueling curfew has been enforced 
on innocent Kashmiris rendering 
them helpless, added Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi. FM Qureshi also said that 
Pakistan had hoped that India would 
show some decency and lift the cur-
few from Kashmir as the world goes 
through the dangerous coronavirus 
pandemic but sadly that was not the 
case. The foreign minister further 
stated that the anger and frustra-
tion within Kashmiris against India 
is natural which has been triggered 

by years of oppression at their hands 
and the current usurpation of their 
rights through the controversial CAA 
ordinance. “Every political party in 
Pakistan are united behind the cause 
of Kashmir and are determined to play 
their part in getting Kashmir their due 
rights promised to them in multiple 
UN resolutions over the years,” said 
Qureshi. “Indian support to terror 
and sepratist elements in Balochistan 
is not a secret, Pakistan and its sover-
eignty is threatened without impunity 
on Indian television and after a few 
days Indian supported militias and 
proxy elements martyr Pakistani sol-
dier in Balochistan.” Qureshi said that 
impetus must pe paid to resolving un-
derlying problems in Balochistan. VoM

Bureau Report

SINGAPORE/DUBAI/LONDON

Global leaders marked 75 years since the 
end of World War II in Europe, urging 
citizens to draw inspiration from the his-
toric victory as the world battles against 
the coronavirus pandemic. With parades 
and commemoration events cancelled 
or scaled down as part of efforts to con-
tain the outbreak, Europe and the United 
States marked the defeat of Nazi Germany 
in sombre mood. Britain’s Queen Eliza-
beth II, who as a 19-year-old princess 
joined the celebrations on the streets of 
London, delivered a televised address to 
the nation at the same time that her fa-
ther, King George VI, gave a radio address 
marking VE day in 1945. She recalled the 
millions of people who died “so we could 
live as free people in a world of free na-
tions”. “The greatest tribute to their sacri-
fice is that countries who were once sworn 
enemies are now friends, working side by 
side for the peace, health and prosperity 

of us all. “Never give up, never despair - 
that was the message of VE Day,” she said. 
US President Donald Trump said the an-
niversary served as a reminder “that no 
challenge is greater than the resolve of the 
American spirit”. “Over the past months, 
our nation has faced remarkable adver-
sity during the coronavirus pandemic. 
But just as we have so many times be-
fore, America will triumph,” Trump said 

ahead of a small ceremony at Washing-
ton’s WWII memorial. In Berlin, German 
President Frank-Walter Steinmeier and 
Chancellor Angela Merkel stuck to social 
distancing guidelines as they laid down 
their wreaths. In his speech, Steinmeier 
recalled how nations joined forces to fight 
the tyranny of Nazism and said the same 
unity was needed to defeat the virus. “For 
us Germans, ‘never again’ means ‘never 
again alone’,” he said. “We want more, not 
less cooperation in the world - also in the 
fight against the pandemic.” British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson also drew wartime 
parallels with Covid-19. “On this anniver-
sary, we are engaged in a new struggle 
against the coronavirus which demands 
the same spirit of national endeavour that 
you exemplified 75 years ago,” he said in a 
letter to veterans. The muted commemo-
rations come as the continent grapples 
with its biggest crisis since World War 
II - this time an invisible enemy that has 
killed over 270,000 people worldwide.

Bureau Report

SINGAPORE/LONDON

While analysts largely warn that dam-
age from social distancing will last for 
longer in most virus-ravaged emerging 
markets, some see this as an opportune 
time to start investing in them. “In those 
emerging markets (EMs) that were quick 
to control their coronavirus outbreaks, 
like South Africa, Poland and Vietnam, 
lockdowns are being eased which will al-
low activity to gradually recover,” noted 
Nikhil Sanghani, assistant economist 
at Capital Economics. “But the damage 
from social distancing will last for longer 
in EMs which were slow to impose con-
tainment measures (Brazil, Russia), and 
where lockdowns may be less effective 
in controlling the virus (parts of South 
Asia and Africa).” Emerging markets are 
set to contract by 1 per cent in 2020 be-
fore rebounding 6.6 per cent next year, 
according to IMF projections published 
in April. The MSCI Emerging Markets 
index was down 17 per cent for 2020 
through April 30, while the J.P. Morgan 
Emerging Markets Bond index declined 
9.82 per cent for the same period. As-
set flows reflected a difficult March and 
April. Emerging markets debt strategies 
saw $41.1 billion in net outflows this 
year through April 29, with about $55 

billion in net outflows over March and 
April, show data by EPFR Global. Emerg-
ing markets sovereign debt strategies re-
corded $13.7 billion in net outflows for 
this year through April 29, with about 
$18.6 billion in net outflows in March 
and April. While most money managers 
largely put risk back on the table, taking 
advantage of cheap assets and high-qual-
ity sovereign issues, they’re taking some 
comfort in pledged support by global 
organizations. Cushioning increased 
sovereign debt risk in portfolios is the 
$1 trillion in lending capacity of the IMF 
and the World Bank, the granting of debt 
relief by Group of 20 nations to emerg-
ing market countries and the temporary 
extension of dollar swap lines to certain 
emerging market central banks includ-
ing Brazil and Mexico by the Federal 
Reserve. Despite overall outflows since 
the triple shock of the coronavirus crisis, 
plummeting oil prices and a stock mar-
ket correction, some long-term institu-
tional investors are sticking with emerg-
ing markets, and even committing more 
capital at the margin. “We know there is 
a large amount of crossover investors 
that feel an irresistible urge to dump 
EM assets at whatever opportunity they 
can - hence, overall, EM has experienced 
large outflows,” said Gustavo Medeiros.

NEW YORK

At the United Nation, Pakistan has called on 
the UN Security Council to act and prevent 
impending atrocities against the Muslims in 
India and in occupied Kashmir. At a Security 
Council Arria Formula meeting on Prevent-
ing Future Atrocities, Pakistan Ambassador 
Munir Akram said we are unfortunately 
witnessing a global resurgence of right wing 
and fascist ideologies, hate speech, xenopho-
bia, Islamophobia, incitement to violence 
and acts of brutal violence. He said these 
trends have been exacerbated, rather than 
ameliorated, by the Covid-19 pandemic the 
most serious global crisis since the found-
ing of the United Nations. He said sadly 
state-sponsored Islamophobia has found a 
fertile home in Bharatiya Janata Party -RSS 
ruled India. He said the founding fathers of 
the RSS were avowedly inspired by Hitler 
and endorsed the aim to cleanse Germany 
of the Jews. The ‘sevaks’ of the RSS, modeled 
on the Nazi ‘brown shirts’, are launched on a 
programme to eliminate India’s Islamic heri-
tage. The envoy said the ethos of the Hindu 
supremists was epitomized in the declara-
tion of a prominent BJP parliamentarian that 
all people are not equal; Muslims are not 
equal in category. If Muslims become more 
than 30%, that country is dangerous”. About 
occupied Jammu and Kashmir, Munir Akram 
said, the BJP-RSS leaders are engaged in im-
posing what they themselves have called a fi-
nal solution- a plan to crush Kashmir’s quest 
for self-determination and freedom. VoM

ISLAMABAD

Minister for Planning, Development and 
Special Initiatives Asad Umar Saturday 
said all the stakeholders were taking 
unified decisions on daily basis to con-
trol the coronavirus spread. The federal 
government was taking all the decisions 
with consultation and consensus of the 
provincial governments to successfully 
fight against COVID-19 pandemic, he 
said talking to a private news channel. 
The minister said the sincere measures 
had been taken by the government to 
contain coronavirus spread. He said 
COVID-19 was a matter of human lives 
which should not be sensationalized. He 
said the government was providing all 
medical equipment directly to the Medi-
cal Superintendent (MS) of the hospitals 
without any political influence. The Na-
tional Command and Operations Center 
(NCOC) was informed on Saturday that 
the Punjab government had developed 
a mobile application to indicate bed oc-
cupancy and availability of ventilators in 
each and every hospital of the province. 
The application would help the officials 
of Rescue 1122 track the beds and ven-
tilators’ availability in every district of 
the province, Punjab Health Minister 

Dr Yasmin Rashid apprised the NCOC 
which met here with Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and Special Initia-
tives Asad Umar in chair. Accordingly, 
she said, the Rescue 1122 and provin-
cial health department staff were being 
provided necessary training. Asad Umar 
appreciated the Punjab government for 
taking a lead in developing an applica-
tion which could update the health of-
ficials with real-time data. He directed 
the other federating units to replicate the 
initiative for effective handling those CO-
VID-19 positive patients who had been 

home-quarantined. The meeting was 
also given a practical demonstration of 
the application. Briefing the NCOC about 
smart lockdown mechanism in Punjab, 
Dr Yasmin said that the province was all 
set to issue detailed Standard Operat-
ing Procedures (SOPs) in that regard. All 
out efforts would be made to enforce the 
smart lockdown across the province, she 
added. The health minister said that Pun-
jab had increased its testing capacity and 
would run extensive awareness drive on 
SOPs to communicate the guidelines to 
the citizens.  VoM

China advances poverty alleviation 
efforts amid virus control steps

BUreau Report

BEIJING/ MOSCOW

U.S. biotech company Herbalmax Inc will invest 150 million 
U.S. dollars in a project in the eastern Chinese city of Wuxi, 
according to the management committee of the city’s high-
tech zone. On Friday, Herbalmax signed an agreement with 
the committee on the investment via a video conference. The 
project, which includes a trade company, a research and de-
velopment center and a production base, is expected to reach 
an annual output of 3 billion yuan (422 million U.S. dollars) 
three years after its completion. The project will help boost 
the innovative capabilities of the high-tech zone in the health-

care sector, said Feng Xiaochun, the director of the manage-
ment committee. It is the rapid development and huge poten-
tial of China’s healthcare market as well as the high-quality 
service of the high-tech zone that attracted Herbalmax to in-
vest, said Grant Marshall, co-founder and CEO of Herbalmax, 
at the online signing ceremony. Based in California, Herbal-
max is a multinational biotech firm dedicated to developing 
and manufacturing natural dietary supplements. All localities 
in China have been urged to strengthen social assistance to 
help lift people out of poverty along with the regular epi-
demic control measures in place, according to the Ministry of 
Civil Affairs. A thorough census targeting poor people should 
be launched to ensure those eligible have access to social as-
sistance, with special attention paid to people who have not 
been lifted out of poverty and are prone to plunge into pov-
erty, Tang Chengpei, vice minister of civil affairs, said at a con-
ference on poverty relief. The official also stressed properly 
implementing targeted policies, with an emphasis on sup-
porting people grappling with serious illness or disabilities, 
while closely following the epidemic situation to ensure that 
those eligible, such as families with difficulties and jobless 
people, are covered by the social assistance system. Social 
organizations are also encouraged to participate in poverty 
relief, Tang said, adding that more relief projects, financial 
support and personnel training will be provided for areas of 
extreme poverty. China announced Saturday rental reduc-
tions or exemptions for small and self-employed businesses 
in the service sector, which were reeling from weak consumer 
spending during the COVID-19 epidemic.

Zulfi for relief 
to masses amid 

COVID-19
ATTOCK

Special  Assistant  to  the 
Prime Minister  on Over-
seas Pakistanis  Sayed 
Zulf ikar  Abbas Bukhari 
Saturday said the gov-
ernment was uti l iz ing i ts 
a l l -out  resources to  the 
vulnerable  sect ions of  so-
ciety  amid the corona pan-
demic .  He expressed these 
views during his  surprise 
visit  to  an outlet  of  Uti l i ty 
stores  Corporation (USC) 
in  Fatehjang city.  Deputy 
Commissioner Al i  Annan 
Qammar and off ic ials  of 
USC were also present  on 
this  occasion.  On this  oc-
casion,  the special  assis-
tant  said i t  was the prior-
ity  of  the PTI  government 
to  provide rel ief  to  the 
masses .  In  this  connec-
t ion,  he said ,  Prime Min-
ister  Imran Khan has ap-
proved a  special  package 
of  Rs  50 bi l l ion for  the 
USC to  ensure provision 
of  essential  i tems includ-
ing f lour,  ghee,  sugar,  r ice 
and pulses  to  the people  at 
reduced rates  across  the 
country through 4000 out-
lets  of  the USC.  He said the 
government would ensure 
a  smooth supply of  essen-
t ial  i tems across  the coun-
try.  “ I t  is  our utmost  ef fort 
to  provide special  rel ief 
to  the lower income and 
poverty str icken groups”, 
Zulf i  added.  VoM

Uzbekistan to increase 25 
% trade with Pakistan

ISLAMABAD

The government of Uzbekistan 
has agreed and shown keen in-
terest in maintaining 25 percent 
growth in bilateral trade be-
tween Pakistan and Uzbekistan. 
Both sides were agreed on a 
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) for establishing the 
‘Joint Working Group Trade and 
Investment’, in a Video confer-
ence held between the Advisor 
to the Prime Minister on Com-
merce, Textile and Investment 
Abdul Razak Dawood and Dep-
uty Prime Minister of Uzbeki-
stan, Sardor Umurzakov, said a 
press release issued by Ministry 
of Commerce here on Saturday. 
Uzbek Ambassador to Pakistan, 
Furqat Sidikov, also joined the 
meeting in Ministry of Com-
merce. The agreement would be 
ready for signature after seek-
ing approval from the cabinet of 
Pakistan, the adviser said. Dur-
ing the meeting, both the sides 
expressed the desire to enhance 
trade relations between the two 
countries. Both the countries 
have resolved that all out efforts 
would be made to enhance Bilat-
eral Trade relations, establish-
ing Joint Ventures in the fields of 
agriculture, mangoes, potatoes 
and fruits and vegetable, textile, 
pharma, tourism and construc-
tion. Razak Dawood assured the 
Uzbek side of Pakistan’s support 
to join Quadrilateral Traffic in 
Transit Agreement (QTTA). He 
said Pakistan and Uzbekistan 
also agreed on greater utilization 
of institutions like Inter-Govern-
mental Commission and Joint 
Business Council for giving im-
petus to Government to Govern-
ment and Business to Business 
cooperation. Uzbekistan side 
expressed desire for utilization 
of Karachi and Gawadar Ports 
for its trade operations, and es-
tablishment of Joint Working 
Group for trade and investment 
cooperation. The Deputy Prime 
Minister of Uzbekistan also re-
quested Pakistan to support its 
cause in accession to Quadrilat-
eral Traffic in Transit Agreement 
(QTTA), and share experience on 
achieving GSP Plus status. VoM

Will continue exposing devious Indian 
designs: FM

World leaders evoke World War II spirit against 
pandemic

Time to invest in virus-hit 
emerging markets

Stop India from inflicting 
atrocities on Muslims: PakistanUnified decisions being made to virus fight: Asad

US biotech firm to invest $150m in east China

Foreign Minister Qureshi says Indian revoking of IOK’s special status puts peace, security at stake

Lahore: Shihid H. Qazi Chief Operating Officer (COO) FINCA Microfinance Bank Ltd presenting two million rupees cheque to the vice chairman tehrik e 
insaf, Foreighn Minister Makhdoom Shah Mehmood Qureshi, as to be deposited in the PM Covid-19 relief fund here on Saturday. Photo by VoM


