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China will always remain 
the builder of world peace, 

a contributor to global 
development, and upholder of 

international order.

Presiden China

Xi Jinping

Post Brexit, Pak to benefit from GSP Plus 
facility from UK: HC Moazzam Ahmad Khan

UN General Assembly adopts nonbinding Resolution 
Urging Russia to Withdraw from Crimea

The Asian Telegraph

Minorities in India are 
witnessing existential 

crisis: FM
LAHORE

Foreign  M inister  Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi  has 
sa id  that  no  minori ty  in-
c luding  M usl ims ,  Dal i ts , 
S ikhs  and Christ ians  are 
safe  in  India .  I n  a  s tate-
ment  today  (Tuesday) , 
he  pointed  out  that  I ndia 
has  introduc ed c ontro-
vers ia l  leg is lat ion  suc h 
as  C i t izens  Amendment 
Act  and NRC to  c rush  the 
minor i t ies .  The  Foreign 
Minister  sa id  the  whole 
world  is  witnessed  to 
D elhi  r iots  in  whic h  sev-
era l  Musl ims  were  k i l led 
and propert ies  on  large 
sca le  were  ransac ked . 
He  sa id  the  c onstruc t ion 
of  temple  at  the  s i te  o f 
Babr i  mosque  ref lec ts 
the  Hindutuva  mindset . 
The  Foreign  M inister 
sa id  Indian  forc es  are 
per secut ing  M usl ims  in 
Indian  occ upied  Jammu 
and Kashmir.  VoM

Oil dips as Covid cases outweigh vaccination news
Prices were briefly buoyed 

by world’s first fully tested 
Covid-19 vaccine shot

Bureau Reporter
LONDON

Oil prices fell on Tuesday, add-
ing to the previous session’s 
losses after California tightened 
its pandemic lockdown through 
Christmas and coronavirus cases 
surged in the United States and 
Europe. Brent crude futures fell 
$0.26, or 0.53%, to $48.53 a barrel 
by 1127 GMT, while US West Texas 
Intermediate (WTI) crude futures 
fell $0.25, or 0.55%, to $45.51 a 
barrel. Both benchmark contracts 
lost around 1% on Monday. Oil 
prices were briefly buoyed after 
the world’s first fully tested Covid-
19 vaccine shot was administered 
to a grandmother in Britain, but 
investors quickly returned to focus 
on ebbing fuel demand. Globally, 
a sharp rise in coronavirus cases 
has led to a string of renewed lock-
downs, including strict measures 
in California, Germany and South 

Korea.  “The pandemic situation 
is continuing to be very disrup-
tive in quite a few places in the 
US and parts of Europe. That’s 
impacting sentiment on demand 
near term,” said Lachlan Shaw, 
National Australia Bank’s Head of 
Commodity Research. California 
on Monday required most in the 
state to close shops and stay at 
home under a new order that will 
last at least three weeks. France 
may have to delay unwinding 
some lockdown restrictions next 
week, government sources said, 
after signs the downward trend 
in new cases had flattened out 
after shops were allowed to reo-

pen late last month. Analysts said 
they were closely watching US law-
makers’ efforts to approve a new 
economic stimulus package. The 
stimulus will be needed to drive 
jobs growth, and, in turn, energy 
demand.  “As supply expectations 
are now firmer after the OPEC+ 
meeting, at least for January, 
prices are not expected to devi-
ate much for a while and swings 
will be focused on ‘lighter’ market 
events, even if these are mostly 
of psychological value – such as 
the first vaccinations in the UK,” 
Bjornar Tonhaugen, Head of Oil 
Markets at Rystad Energy, said. 
OPEC+ is likely to hold its next 
meeting on January 4, after agree-
ing last week to raise oil output 
by 500,000 barrels per day (bpd) 
next month. Data due from the 
American Petroleum Institute on 
Tuesday and from the US govern-
ment on Wednesday is expected 
to show that US crude stocks fell 
last week, while refined product 
stockpiles rose, according to esti-
mates from five analysts polled by 
Reuters.

Pakistan’s exports is a good 
omen for UK-Pakistan diversify-

ing economic relations
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan High Commissioner Moazzam 
Ahmad Khan shared with the business com-
munity that Pakistan would continue to ben-
efit from the UK’s trade preferences scheme at 
par with the EU GSP Plus facility after Brexit. He 
was delivering a key-note address at a Webinar 
on “Post-Brexit UK’s GSP Scheme and Potential 
for Pak-UK Trade”, jointly organised by the 
Pakistan High Commission, Trade Development 
Authority of Pakistan (TDAP), and Ministry of 
Commerce on 07 December 2020. Besides of-
ficials of the Ministry of Commerce, TDAP, and 
Chambers of Commerce & Industry, a large 
number of businessmen from Pakistan and UK 
attended the webinar. While speaking during 
the event, the High Commissioner highlighted 
the significance of the UK market for Pakistan 
and stated that the duty-free access to Pakistan 
on more than 90% of Pakistan’s exports is a 
good omen for UK-Pakistan future trade and 
investment relations. To make effective utilisa-
tion of the concessions available to Pakistan, 
and increase its market share post Brexit, he 
underlined the need for a comprehensive strat-
egy, and effective public-private cooperation to 
leverage this potential. Mr Khan apprised the 
participants about the efforts undertaken to 

address regulatory and non-tariff barriers on 
Pakistan products. He also shared his outreach 
plan to create awareness about the trade and 
investment potential of Pakistan. The High 
Commissioner stated that it was encouraging 
to see remarkable growth in Pakistan’s exports 
to the UK and increased remittances to Pakistan 
during the current fiscal year. In order to sustain 
the current momentum, he urged the Pakistani 
businesses to diversify export products, estab-
lish long term business contacts with the buyers, 
develop compliance mechanisms, and acquire 
certifications. He shared that given the potential 
of the UK market, products like pharmaceuti-
cal, healthcare & PPE, surgical instruments, IT 
enabled services, processed food and, agricul-
ture products possess immense potential and 
need to be exploited. He assured all possible 
assistance and facilitation from the Mission 
to the Pakistani business community in their 
marketing efforts. Earlier, Minster (Trade), Mr. 
Shafiq Shahzad made a comprehensive pres-
entation on the UK’s trade preferential scheme 
for Pakistan & other developing countries, and 
highlighted potential for enhanced trade be-
tween Pakistan and the UK. Mr Kamal Shahryar, 
Adviser TDAP spoke about the issues related to 
compliance with international conventions and 
rules of origin. During the event, Ex-Chairman 
PREGMEA, Mr. Ijaz Khokhar, Mr. Amjad Pervez, 
Chairman JumpStart Pakistan. APP

Pak vows peaceful 
relations with all 

neighboring countries: 
Analysts

Int community should take notice 
of flagrant human rights viola-

tions committed by Indian troops 
in IIOJK 

ISLAMAbAD
Abdullah Gul, Defense Analyst stated that the 
president is always the supreme commander of 
armed forces of Pakistan and his statement on 
Kashmir issue must be taken seriously. It seems 
that the world is not taking interest in resolving 
Kashmir issue as the entire Kashmir valley is un-
der the Indian military siege for over a year. The 
Indian forces are setting worst examples of bru-
talities in the Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir and using rape as weapon of war just to 
pressurize the Kashmiris. The silent of the world 
over Indian human rights violations is indica-
tion of biasness in its approach and double stan-
dards as far as Muslim community is concerned. 
The present government is making all out efforts 
to expose cruel Indian face in front of the world 
through effective diplomacy. There is no denying 
the fact that Pakistan will continue its moral, po-
litical and moral support to Kashmiris until and 
unless they get their right to self-determination in 
accordance with UN resolutions. We must salute 
the courage and determination of the Kashmiris 
who have not stepped back an inch from their de-
mand of plebiscite despite of worst Indian atroci-
ties. Dr. Rasheed Ahmed Khan, Expert on Interna-
tional Relations stated that Pakistan has always 
tried to forge peaceful relations with all neigh-
boring countries. India should reciprocate posi-
tively to Pakistan’s peace overtures. International 
community should take notice of massive human 
rights violations committed by Indian troops in 
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir. 
Negotiated settlement of the Kashmir dispute is 
vital to promote peace and stability in the region. 
Pakistan and china are time tested friends. VoM

Pakistan and China are firmly com-
mitted to the timely completion of 

CPEC projects 
KABUL

CPEC is a transformational project. There is a com-
plete national consensus on CPEC’s indispensability 
for our national development efforts. Pakistan and 
China are firmly committed to the timely comple-
tion of CPEC projects and making it a High-Quality 
Demonstration Project of BRI”, this was underscored 
by Foreign Secretary Sohail Mahmood in a meeting 
with Chairman CPEC Authority, General (R) Asim 
Salim Bajwa. Reviewing the progress of CPEC projects, 
Foreign Secretary maintained that CPEC energy and 
infrastructure projects had created thousands of jobs 
and had boosted industrial growth and productiv-
ity. It testified to the fact that CPEC’s contribution to 
strengthen Pakistan’s economic landscape has been 
real and substantial, he emphasized. The Foreign 
Secretary underlined that Pakistan’s focus in the next 
Phase of CPEC was on industrialization and socio-
economic development, areas that will create vast 
job and growth opportunities for the common people. 
Three out of the nine CPEC SEZs, namely Rashakai, 
Dhabeji and Allama Iqbal, have been prioritized and 
Pakistan would welcome foreign direct investment in 
those projects. General (R) Asim Salim Bajwa under-
scored that the CPEC Authority was committed to en-
suring that CPEC projects were completed on time. He 

hoped that the 10th JCC, likely to be held in the near 
future, will create more economic opportunities and 
contribute to further expansion of CPEC projects. He 
reaffirmed that Pakistan would welcome relocation 
of industry from China and in that regard will insti-
tute a regime that could encourage inflow of Chinese 
investments to Pakistan. The Foreign Secretary under-
lined that the Government was particularly focused 
on strengthening agricultural cooperation between 
Pakistan and China. In that regard, a Plan of Action, 
detailing the contours of this collaboration, was al-
ready being discussed between the two governments. 
The Foreign Secretary hoped that the Plan of Action 
will be expeditiously implemented. It was reaffirmed 
in the meeting that post-COVID-19, through collective 
efforts of China and Pakistan, CPEC would become 
the hub for the regional trade and connectivity and 
will deepen people-to-people exchanges at a wider 
level. VoM

CPEC would become the hub for the regional trade 
and connectivity: Foreign Secretary

UNITED NATIONS
The UN General Assembly 

has adopted a resolution urg-
ing Russia to end its “tempo-
rary occupation” of Crimea and 
immediately stop transferring 
weapons to Ukraine. The non-
binding resolution “urges the 
Russian Federation, as the oc-
cupying power, immediately, 
completely and unconditionally 
to withdraw its military forces 
from Crimea and end its tempo-
rary occupation of the territory 
of Ukraine without delay.” It 
also calls on Russia to stop the 
transfer of advanced weapon 
systems, including nuclear-
capable aircraft and missiles, 
weapons, ammunition, and mili-
tary personnel “to the territory 
of Ukraine.” The resolution was 
supported by 63 countries in a 
vote on December 7. Seventeen 
countries voted against and 62 
abstained. The resolution was 
put forward by 40 countries, in-
cluding Britain, France, Germany, 
the United States, Australia, 

Canada, Turkey, and the Baltic 
states. The 17 countries that 
voted against it were Russia, 
Armenia, Belarus, Cambodia, 
China, Cuba, North Korea, Iran, 
Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Myanmar, 
Nicaragua, Serbia, Sudan, Syria, 
Venezuela, and Zimbabwe. The 
General Assembly has passed 
other resolutions on Russia mili-
tarizing the Crimean Peninsula, 
and a year ago passed a resolu-
tion seeking protection of human 
rights in Crimea. Ukrainian First 
Deputy Foreign Minister Emine 
Dzheppar last week addressed a 
virtual event of the UN General 
Assembly on the militarization of 
Crimea, citing “significant threats 
due to Russia’s growing military 
presence as an occupying power 

on the Crimean peninsula.” 
Moscow occupied and seized 
the Crimean Peninsula from 
Ukraine in March 2014, a move 
that led the European Union, 
the United States, and other 
countries to impose sanctions 
on Russia. Russia is also backing 
separatists in eastern Ukraine 
in a conflict that has killed more 
than 13,200 people since April 
2014. Deputy Secretary of State 
Stephen Biegun last week used 
a meeting of the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) to slam Russia 
for violating the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of mem-
ber states. “The most egregious 
violation of sovereignty and 
territorial integrity within the 
OSCE area remains Russia’s 
continued aggression in east-
ern Ukraine and occupation of 
Crimea,” Biegun told the OSCE 
meeting, which was held by tel-
econference due to the restric-
tions imposed by the coronavirus 
pandemic. Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has said 
Pakistan attaches great importance 
to the success of SAARC and reaffirms 
its commitment to the objectives and 
purposes of its charter.In his message 
on the 36th SAARC Charter Day, he 
said the true potential of SAARC can 
be exploited by adhering to the prin-
ciples of sovereign equality and mutu-
al respect among the member states. 
The Prime Minister hoped the SAARC 
process would be allowed to move 
ahead without artificial obstacles be-
ing erected in its progress and that 
the organization would be enabled 
to function as an effective instrument 
of regional cooperation. He said it is 
need of the hour that we move forward 
with the spirit of cooperation that was 
instrumental in the formation of the 
SAARC Referring to Covid-19, Imran 
Khan said it has further underscored 
the importance of poverty alleviation 
for the national governments in a re-

gion that is home to one of the world’s 
largest poor populations and remains 
one of the least integrated globally. He 
said now is the time to pool our re-
sources rather than looking inwards 
for providing a better future to the 
vulnerable segments of our societies. 
While taking on tweeter, Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan says five decades later 
after Mangla and Tarbela, Pakistan is 
going to build two big water dams of 
Mohmand and Bhasha. Sharing a vid-
eo of under construction Mohmand 
dam on twitter on Tuesday, he said the 
dam will generate 800MW of hydro-
electricity, irrigate over 16,000 acres 
of land and contribute heavily to the 
socio-economic uplift of the region. In 
another tweet, Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has expressed grief and sorrow 
over the death of prominent business 
personality Siraj Qasim Teli. In anoth-
er official commitment, Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan has said that Ehsaas 
Program is pivotal to alleviate poverty 

and turn Pakistan into a welfare state. 
He was talking to Special Assistant for 
Poverty Alleviation and Social Protec-
tion Dr. Sania Nishtar in Islamabad to-
day. The Prime Minister appreciated 
the initiatives taken under the um-
brella of Ehsaas program. The Special 
Assistant briefed the Prime Minister 
regarding payments being made un-
der Kafalat Program and other proj-
ects. Ehaas program driving principles 
and approaches also center on tapping 
whole-of-government multi-sectoral 
collaboration for solutions; ensuring 
joint federal-provincial leadership; 
and mainstreaming the role of the 
private sector through an approach 
which will provide a level playing field 
on the one hand and foster locally-
relevant innovation on the other, to 
create jobs and promote livelihood in 
quick-win areas. The program’s prem-
ise is grounded in the importance of 
strengthening institutions, trans-
parency and good governance. VoM

Pakistan reaffirms its commitment for success of SAARC: PM
PM Ehsaas Program significant to transform Pakistan into welfare state

China-Pak joint air force 
training depicts profound 

bonhomie: Experts 
The indo-PaK and Sino-Indian 

hostility will not affect the normal 
military exchanges between China 

and Pakistan
BEIJING

The China-Pakistan joint air force training amid 
the COVID-19 pandemic shows the profound 
friendship between China and Pakistan, which 
is conducive to improving the comprehensive 
combat capability of the two militaries, the Chi-
nese experts said on Tuesday. A batch of Chinese 
air force troops left for Pakistan Air Force base 
near Karachi to participate in a joint air force 
exercise “Shaheen-IX”, a week after the Chinese 
Defense Minister’s visit to the country, according 
to Global times. The Chinese Defense Ministry 
announced that China and Pakistan would hold 
the joint air force training dubbed ‘Shaheen-IX,’ 
which would last until the end of December. 
According to the ministry, the joint training, 
which is one part of the China-Pakistan military 
cooperation plan in 2020, will play a positive 
role in promoting the development of military 
relations, deepening practical cooperation be-
tween the air forces of the two countries and 
improving the actual combat training level of 
the two forces. The ministry did not reveal num-
ber or type of the aircraft or list of the training 
programs. This is the ninth time the air forces 
of the two countries have held “Shaheen” joint 
training. The first “Shaheen” joint training was in 
March 2011 in Pakistan. The last time was held 
in Northwest China in August 2019 and lasted 
for half a month. The training in 2019 involved 
some 50 aircraft, the most personnel and the 
most complete combat units. On December 1, 
Chinese State Councilor and Defense Minister 
Wei Fenghe met with President Dr Arif Alvi and 
Prime Minister Imran Khan during his visit to 
the country. Wei said China was willing to work 
with Pakistan to maintain close communica-
tion, enhance strategic mutual trust and coor-
dination, push military-to-military relations to a 
closer level, jointly respond to various risks. VoM
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Anti-Corruption 
Drive

Today is the international anti-corruption Day, designated 
by the UN General Assembly to raise awareness of corrup-
tion and of the role of the Convention in combating and 
preventing it. Corruption by definition of Transparency 
International is the abuse of entrusted power for personal 
gains, which not only erodes trust and weakens democracy 

but also hampers the socio-economic development and further exacer-
bates inequality, poverty, social division and the environmental crisis. 
According to Corruption Per¬ce¬ptions Index (CPI), Pakistan was ranked 
at 120 out of 180 countries list in 2019, although the PTI government 
rejected it –whereas in previous index country was ranked at 117. 
Amid the anti-corruption drive and determination of the incumbent 
government to eradicate the menace from the society, the country still 
slipped three spots.While electioneering, Premier Imran Khan’s key 
slogan was to wipe the plague of corruption wounding the economy 
and impairing the socio-economic development of the country. His four-
month-long protest sit-in in 2014, which ousted the Nawaz Sharif from 
power due to his name in the Panama Papers, was also in line with the 
belief that the corrupt leadership is the reason behind the country’s 
underperformance. The incumbent leadership also illustrated the anti-
corruption drive of China as a role model for tackling corruption and 
stressed that it is the main reason hindering the investments in the 
country. Imran Khan also cited the case of Singapore as the country 
making rapid fiscal growth where the bureaucrats and politicians are 
not corrupt. In the reign of PTI government, the anti-corruption drive 
and planning to put it to halt gained enormous momentum and new 
mechanisms like Asset Recovery Unit and Whistleblower laws were in-
troduced. However, at the same time, the opposition parties –may be due 
to their involvement in the cases National Accountability Bureau (NAB) 
is currently investigating –labelled this accelerated drive as lopsided 
and preferential.Exposing corruption and holding the corrupt account-
able, can only happen if we understand the way corruption works and 
the systems that enable it. Categories of corruption vary from bribery, 
extortion, cronyism, nepotism, influence peddling, and embezzlement 
etc. but the motives remain the same like the greed of money, politi-
cal monopolies, weak civil participation and lower transparency etc.
The incumbent government is devoted to eradicating the menace and 
their rhetoric of social justice resonates with the hard-working law-
abiding citizens but there is a need for each stakeholder of society to 
play their role. Such as the press/media and its freedom is crucial being 
the fourth pillar of the estate, to highlight the anomalies in the institu-
tions and public proceedings. Similarly, understanding the needs of the 
civil servants and officials entrusted with the power to identify and 
hold the corrupt ones accountable is also pertinent; along with their 
security of lives and jobs, the government should devise a mechanism 
to keep a counter check on them. Correspondingly, there is an intrinsic 
need to realize the collective loss we as a nation face when one bad 
fish spoils the whole pond, and it is only possible through adding the 
moral lessons in the primary and secondary schooling curriculum. We 
as a nation will have to put an end to the culture of nepotism, elitism, 
patronage to root out the problem, otherwise, these anti-corruption 
drives can only bring little relief, and it is unlikely that we will make a 
major breakthrough. As our Quaid M. Ali Jinnah said, that bribery and 
corruption is a poison and we must put that down with an iron hand.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

 Hangor Day- story of Valour amid Dark
 nights of War 

Great are the nations who do not forget their 
heroes; and great are the heroes who do not 
hesitate for a second while performing their 
duties, The mutual bond both sides share 
is their love for the homeland which con-
nects them in the relationship of respect, 

dignity and irrefutable fervor to defend the ideological 
and territorial integrity during both, war and peace. The 
happenings of December 09, 1971, are sort of memories 
for Pakistan and its people which would always be there 
as a brilliant example of Pakistan Navy’s operational 
expertise and gallantry when the country was inflicted 
with war between Pakistan and India over Indian in-
terference within the Eastern wing of the country and 
later engaging West Pakistan too into the war. Pakistan 
Navy had earned great admiration previously for its 
highly courageous expedition in September 1965 for 
“Operation Dwarka” during which Pakistan Navy, de-
spite its limited naval resources in terms of the num-
ber of ships and only one submarine got succeeded in 
destroying the radar station at Dwarka on India’s west 
coast due to which Indian Air Force had to stop its air 
strikes on Pakistan’s territory. That success marked a 
high standard of professional expertise and strength of 

nerves, which, in December 1971, was re-marked at a 
rather more higher standard of gallantry by Pakistan 
Navy when Pakistan’s Daphne class submarine, the 
“Hangor” became the reason for the sinking of Indian 
anti-submarine frigate, INS “Khukri” on December 09, 
1971, near Diu Head in the southeast, almost 30 miles 
away from Indian coast of Gujarat. It was a brilliant suc-
cess during the nights of the 1971 war when India had 
involved itself first into the shameless act of interfer-
ence in the domestic political situation of Pakistan and 
then got into a war with the country trying to engage 
Pakistan’s military forces in both wings, East Pakistan 
and West Pakistan. Till 1971, Pakistan got succeeded in 
acquiring three Daphne class submarines from France, 
named as the “Mangor”, “Shushuk” and “Hangor” which 
were pitted against India’s Western Naval Fleet compris-
ing of three anti-submarine frigates “Khukri”, “Kirpan” 
and “Kuthar”, as part of F-14 Squadron of Indian Navy ap-
pointed in the Indian maritime zones for the 1971-Indo-
Pakistan War.During the first week of December, Indian 
ship “Kuthar” had to be towed back to Bombay (now 
Mumbai) due to its boiler burst, whereas the remain-
ing two frigates were assigned the task to detect and hit 
Pakistan’s submarines reportedly there in the vicinity 
of Western Coast of India. The “Hangor”, Pakistani sub-
marine had detected the two charging anti-submarine 
frigates “Khukri” and “Kirpan” much before those ships 
could know about its exact location. According to some 
accounts, the “Hangor” surfaced itself to confirm if the 
two ships were searching for it which was evident from 
the ships’ laying down drills of rectangular search pat-

tern while staying in complete ‘blackout’, yet oblivious of 
the fact that the “Hangor” was well aware, and waiting 
for them to come into the more accurate target range. As 
soon as the frigates came into the anticipated range, the 
Pakistani submarine-launched its first torpedo which hit 
INS “Kirpan”, but could not burst due to some mechani-
cal fault, giving the shipping time to slip away. With that 
fire, the position of the “Hangor” got visible to the Indian 
ships, and although “Hangor” could get hit then due to its 
disclosed location, it decided not to evade and fired two 
more torpedoes, aiming at each ship. The “Kirpan” sur-
vived this strike due to its evasive action taken right after 
getting hit by the first ‘unexploded’ torpedo by “Hangor”; 
whereas the torpedo strike proved lethal for the “Khukri” 
which hit the frigate right beneath keel and the ship was 
broken into two pieces immediately. As the ammunition 
on the ship got activated as a result of that torpedo, the 
Indian frigate not only went down within the matter of 
minutes, but it cost heavy to the Indian Navy as it sank 
with eighteen officers and one hundred and seventy-six 
sailors on board. 

‘The Bachelor’: Matt James Sobs in Emotional New Trailer (Exclusive)
LONDON

Bachelor Nation is getting ready to kick off a new 
season of The Bachelor, and only ET has an exclu-
sive look at the emotional roller coaster ahead!The 
new trailer for Matt James’ upcoming season gives 
fans another look at the fun-loving new lead, as 
he skateboards shirtless and goes ziplining with a 
date.“Love for me is about the heart, and the way 
that I view life, everything is a blessing,” Matt says 
in the clip.However, there’s also plenty of drama 
to come. Matt is seen getting emotional as he bids 
farewell to one woman, putting her in the infa-
mous black SUV, and later, breaks down sobbing 
in an interview.“I just have to hope that it’s worth 
it,” one of Matt’s women hopes through tears. See 
the full trailer above.‘The Bachelor’: Matt James 
Reveals Tyler Cameron’s Late Mom Told Him to 
Go On the Show (Exclusive)This video is unavail-
able because we were unable to load a message 
from our sponsors.If you are using ad-blocking 
software, please disable it and reload the page.
Embed CodeRestart‘The Bachelor’: Matt James 
Reveals Tyler Cameron’s Late Mom Told Him to 
Go On the Show (Exclusive)The historic upcom-
ing season of The Bachelor, which features Matt 
as the franchise’s first Black male lead, was filmed 
on lockdown amid the coronavirus pandemic. 
However, instead of the La Quinta Resort & Club 
in Palm Springs -- where Tayshia Adams and Clare 
Crawley met their men -- production has moved 
to Nemacolin Woodlands Resort in Pennsylvania.
Bachelor Nation host Chris Harrison recently 
opened up to ET about what fans can expect 
from the cycle -- and how it compares to Clare 

and Tayshia’s season of The Bachelorette. “It’s 
the blueprint and the formula we used to shoot 
Clare’s season, and is working out perfectly,” he 
shared. “I can tell you it’s working, it’s successful 
and -- knock on wood -- it’ll continue to be suc-
cessful.” ”It’s going great,” added the host, who said 
he’s gotten to know Matt well throughout filming. 
“He is absolutely awesome. I can’t wait for people 

to see his season of The Bachelor.” The Bachelor 
premieres Monday, Jan. 4 at 8 p.m. ET/PT on ABC. 
See more on the season in the video below. ‘The 
Bachelor’ Debuts First Look at Matt James’ Historic 
SeasonThis video is unavailable because we were 
unable to load a message from our sponsors.If you 
are using ad-blocking software, please disable it 
and reload the page

NASA, Boeing Complete Series of Starliner 
Parachute Tests Ahead of Future Flights with 

LONDON
NASA and Boeing have completed 

Starliner’s last parachute balloon drop test 
ending a reliability campaign that will help 
strengthen the spacecraft’s landing system 
ahead of crewed flights to and from the 
International Space Station.The campaign, 
developed by both Boeing and NASA, used 
six balloon drop tests of a Starliner test ar-
ticle to gather supplemental performance 
data on the spacecraft’s parachutes and 
landing system. Each drop test focused on 
a different set of adverse conditions and 
used pre-flown parachutes to evaluate 
reusability margins for future missions.
Starliner is the first American-made or-
bital crew capsule to land on land. The 
spacecraft uses a series of parachutes and 
airbags that deploy at specific altitudes al-
lowing Starliner to touch down gently in the 
desert of the western United States. NASA 
also will use the data gathered from the 
parachute testing to model Starliner para-
chute performance in different mission sce-
narios.During nominal landings, Starliner 
uses two small parachutes to carry off the 
spacecraft’s forward heat shield and expose 
critical hardware needed for the rest of the 
landing system sequence. Starliner then de-
ploys two drogue parachutes to slow and 

stabilize the capsule before three small 
pilot parachutes pull out the spacecraft’s 
three mains. The three main parachutes 
continue slowing Starliner’s descent for a 
safe and soft touchdown supported by the 
vehicle’s landing airbags. “Our philosophy 
has always been testing the system hard-
ware together to see how all the elements 
interact,” said Starliner landing system lead 
at Boeing Mike McCarley. “Our vehicle can’t 
fit in an airplane, so the only way we can 
lift a test article high enough to simulate 
an entire landing system sequence is with 
very a large balloon.”For the final test, a 
high-altitude balloon provided by Near 
Space Corporation lifted the Starliner test 
article 35,000 feet above the New Mexico 
desert. Equipped with reused parachutes, 
Starliner’s landing system successfully ex-
ecuted an unlikely re-entry scenario simu-
lating two separate faults.

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

Pakistan Navy celebrated 62nd 
Gwadar Day with traditional fervor. 
This Day is celebrated every year 
to mark the merger of Gwadar with 
Pakistan. Various activities were 
held at Gwadar under the auspices 
of Pakistan Navy and Commander 
Coast (COMCOAST), Vice Admiral 
Zahid llyas graced the occasion as 
Chief Guest.The Chief Guest while 
interacting with the notables, high-
lighted Pakistan Navy’s commitment 
for the development of coastal re-
gion. He also underscored rigorous 
efforts of Pakistan Navy to ensure 
Maritime Security of Gwadar Port 
and China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC). In the histori-
cal context, Gwadar was formally 
handed over to Pakistan in 1958 
by Oman. Initially, a Naval platoon 

led by the then Lt Iftikhar Ahmed 
Sirohey of Pakistan Navy landed at 
Gwadar and unfurled Pakistan’s flag. 
The day was started by an impres-
sive Flag Hoisting Ceremony held 
at PNS AKRAM, Gwadar. Various 
activities were organized by 
Pakistan Navy including conduct 
of boat rally, Hovercraft maneu-
vers, demonstrations by Special 
Service Group (Navy) and Naval 
Aviation at the beach front. The 
enthusiasm of the locals remained 
prodigious wherein large number 
of spectators enjoyed the events.  
Gwadar Day celebrations were 
aimed at rekindling the awareness 
about the history of Gwadar among 
the masses. A large number of au-
dience including Civil dignitaries, 
Military officials and local notables 
also witnessed the activities while 
observing COVID - 19 precautions.

Pakistan Navy Celebrates 62nd Gwadar Day

December-09-1992

I 1,800 United States Marines arrive in 
Mogadishu, Somalia, to spearhead a mul-
tinational force aimed at restoring order 
in the conflict-ridden country.Following 
centuries of colonial rule by countries 
including Portugal, Britain and Italy, 

Mogadishu became the capital of an independ-
ent Somalia in 1960. Less than 10 years later, a 
military group led by Major General Muhammad 
Siad Barre seized power and declared Somalia a 
socialist state. A drought in the mid-1970s com-
bined with an unsuccessful rebellion by ethnic 
Somalis in a neighboring province of Ethiopia to 
deprive many of food and shelter. By 1981, close 
to 2 million of the country’s inhabitants were 
homeless. Though a peace accord was signed 
with Ethiopia in 1988, fighting increased be-
tween rival clans within Somalia, and in January 
1991 Barre was forced to flee the capital. Over 
the next 23 months, Somalia’s civil war killed 
some 50,000 people; another 300,000 died of 
starvation as United Nations peacekeeping forces 
struggled in vain to restore order and provide 
relief amid the chaos of war.In early December 
1992, outgoing U.S. President George H.W. Bush 
sent the contingent of Marines to Mogadishu 

as part of a mission dubbed Operation Restore 
Hope. Backed by the U.S. troops, international 
aid workers were soon able to restore food dis-
tribution and other humanitarian aid operations. 
Sporadic violence continued, including the mur-
der of 24 U.N. soldiers from Pakistan in 1993. 
As a result, the U.N. authorized the arrest of 
General Mohammed Farah Aidid, leader of one 
of the rebel clans. On October 3, 1993, during 

an attempt to make the arrest, rebels shot down 
two of the U.S. Army’s Black Hawk helicopters 
and killed 18 American soldiers. As horrified TV 
viewers watched images of the bloodshed—in-
cluding footage of Aidid’s supporters dragging 
the body of one dead soldier through the streets 
of Mogadishu, cheering—President Bill Clinton 
immediately gave the order for all American sol-
diers to withdraw from Somalia by March 31, 

U.S. Marines storm Mogadishu, Somalia
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Mariah Carey Reveals Her 
Favorite Christmas Songs 

by Other Artists

LONDON
Mariah Carey is listing some of her favorite Christmas 
songs! The 50-year-old singer’s 1994 track, “All I 
Want for Christmas Is You,” is many of her fans’ 
choice festive song, but, as she revealed on The 
Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon on Monday, 
Carey prefers the classics for her own playlist. “I love 
Donny Hathaway’s ‘This Christmas.’ I love Nat King 
Cole’s ‘The Christmas Song’ ...Bing Crosby’s ‘White 
Christmas,’”  she shared. “All of the classics. There 
are so many good ones.” In addition to individual 
songs, Carey also called out some of her favorite 
holiday soundtracks, of which she said there are “so 
many great” ones. “The Elf soundtrack is great... The 
Jackson 5 Christmas Album... is so good,” she said. 
While Carey has an appreciation for other people’s 
Christmas songs, the “Always Be My Baby” singer has 
learned to appreciate her own work as well, some-
thing that didn’t come naturally for her. “I’m not 
casual about it. I don’t take it for granted,” she said 
of the success of her 1994 Christmas classic, “All I 
Want for Christmas Is You,” which she both wrote 
and performed.  VoM

The Kardashian/Jenner 
Christmas Eve party can-
celled due to COVID-19

NEW YORK
The Kardashian/Jenner household’s legendary 
Christmas Eve party has been cancelled this year, due 
to COVID-19. Khloe Kardashian took to Twitter to an-
nounce that her family’s annual bash won’t be going 
ahead as usual because there has been a spike in cases 
in California. According to the ‘Keeping Up with the 
Kardashians’ star - who battled coronavirus herself 
- it will be the first time in around four decades the 
celebration hasn’t gone ahead. She wrote: “The Covid 
cases are getting out of control in CA. So we decided 
that we’re not doing a Christmas Eve party this year. 
“It’s the first time we will not be having a Christmas 
Eve party since 1978 I believe.“Health and safety first 
though! Taking this pandemic seriously is a must.” Just 
a month ago, Khloe was optimistic that the party would 
happen, and suggested they could do “rapid testing”. 
Responding to a follower who asked her if it will be 
affected by the pandemic, she wrote: “I pray not! I think 
it will have to be way smaller obviously. “And I’m to-
tally fine with that. But we’re definitely celebrating 
Christmas! It will just have to be small and safe. Maybe 
do rapid testing before … We have to think of what is 
safest.” In October, the Kardashian/Jenner clan made 
the news after Khloe’s sister Kim Kardashian West 
rented out an entire island in French Polynesia for her 
40th birthday celebrations, amid the pandemic. Kim’s 
guest list included her siblings - Kourtney, Khloe, and 
Rob Kardashian, as well as Kendall and Kylie Jenner - 
her mother Kris Jenner, Kris’ boyfriend Corey Gamble, 
Khloe’s ex Tristan Thompson, and Kendall’s beau 
Devon Booker. VoM

Queen Latifah to Star in Netflix 
Action Thriller ‘End of the 

Road’ From ‘Black-ish’ Director

LONDON
Queen Latifah will star in and executive produce a movie for 
Netflix called “End of the Road” that will see her on the run 
from a mysterious killer while on a road trip with her family.
Millicent Shelton, a director on “Black-ish” as well as episodes 
of “Insecure,” “P-Valley,” “Hunters” and “The Walking Dead,” 
will direct the feature “End of the Road.” David Loughery, 
who wrote “The Intruder” and “Obsessed,” is writing the 
script based on an original screenplay by Christopher Moore. 
In the action-thriller “End of the Road,” Latifah stars as a 
recently widowed woman who, after losing her job, drives 
her family cross-country to start a new life. In the New 
Mexico desert, cut off from help, they must learn to fight back 
when they become the targets of a mysterious killer. Tracey 
Edmonds is producing for Edmonds Entertainment (“Soul 
Food,” “Jumping the Broom”), as are Mark Burg for Twisted 
Pictures and Brad Kaplan. Latifah will also executive pro-
duce with Shakim Compere for Flavor Unit Entertainment. 
No other cast has been set. Before her career in television, 
Shelton started as a New York City music video director, and 
she’s worked on a variety of both comedies. VoM

Bureau Reuter
Canberra  

Four-t imes world champion 
Sebastian Vettel now has big shoes 
to fill next season after Sergio Perez 
won Sunday’s Sakhir Grand Prix for 
Racing Point, Formula One’s motor-
sport managing director Ross Brawn 
said on Monday. The 33-year-old 
German is joining from Ferrari, where 

he has been out of sorts of late, to 
what will be the Aston Martin team in 
2021 in a move that has pushed on-
form Mexican Perez out of the door. 
Perez, three years younger and in the 
form of his life, is fourth in the driv-
ers’ standings after his first F1 win. 
He has no seat lined up for next year, 
however. Brawn, in a column on the 
formula1.com website, repeated his 
view that it will be a ‘tragedy’ if Perez 
is not racing next season. “The team 
must be thinking about the decisions 
they have made, losing him when 
he’s driving so well,” said the Briton. 
“His replacement Sebastian Vettel I’m 
sure will come back stronger, as he’s 
in a bit of a trough at the moment, 
but Checo (Perez) is a guaranteed 
deal. So that’ll be interesting to see 
how that develops. “In a way, Seb has 
some fairly big shoes to fill now, even 

if he’s a world champion.” Vettel won 
his titles with Red Bull from 2010-13 
and has 53 wins to his credit. Racing 
Point’s other driver is Lance Stroll, 
son of the Canadian billionaire owner 
Lawrence Stroll and in no danger of 
losing his seat. Brawn also hailed 
Briton George Russell, who stood 
in at Mercedes for Lewis Hamilton 
while the seven-times world cham-
pion was recovering from COVID-
19, for an exceptional performance. 
“I always thought he was a good 
Grand Prix driver,” said the former 
Mercedes team boss. “But you never 
know if he has that last little bit of 
speed that marks you out as a bril-
liant driver. “George demonstrated 
that he has got that extra little bit - 
and a star is born. There is now no 
doubt that he’s F1 world champion 
material.” 

NZ Health officials clear Pakistan 
squad to leave managed isolation

Staff Report
Karachi

Pakistan squad has arrived in Queenstown 
from Christchurch for training and intra-
squad matches, The 52-member squad 
reached Queenstown by air while one mem-
ber joined the squad from Auckland. Upon ar-
rival in Queenstown, the national cricket team 
and Pakistan Shaheens squads reached their 
respective hotels. Both squads are scheduled 
to start training tomorrow. It must be noted 
New Zealand public health officials cleared 
almost the entire Pakistan cricket squad to 
leave their managed isolation facilities. One 
unidentified member of the 53-strong squad, 
however, would stay in the facility after he 
tested positive on day six of their manda-
tory 14-day isolation. Pakistan Shaheens are 
scheduled to play a one-off four-day match 
against New Zealand ‘A’ from December 17 

while the national team will play their first 
T20I against BlackCaps on December 18. New 
Zealand public health officials have cleared 
almost the entire Pakistan cricket squad to 
leave their managed isolation facilities later 
on Tuesday. New Zealand Cricket had said on 
Monday that the squad, which has been tested 
for COVID-19 five times since arriving two 
weeks ago, was scheduled to leave isolation 
on Tuesday pending final approval from local 
health officials. “After extensive testing and 
completion of their time in managed isolation 
in Christchurch, the Canterbury DHB medical 
officer of health is satisfied these people pose 
a very low risk to the community,” the Health 
Ministry said in a statement. One unidenti-
fied member of the 53-strong squad, how-
ever, would stay in the facility after he tested 
positive on day six of their mandatory 14-day 
isolation. One member of the squad also re-
peatedly tested negative in isolation but had 
been in quarantine in Auckland after showing 

signs of infection when they arrived. Six tested 
positive for COVID-19 upon arrival while four 
others were identified as positive during their 
isolation, although those cases were consid-
ered “historical”, the Ministry said.  The squad 
are scheduled to fly to Queenstown later on 
Tuesday for an intra-squad game before the 
first of three T20I matches on December 18. 
The team will then play a two-test series from 
December 26.

Benchmark index slips 13.53 points 
to settle at 42,101.78

Bureau Report
KARACHI

The stock market experienced a lacklustre trad-
ing session on Tuesday with the KSE-100 swing-
ing between positive and negative territories, and 
ending the session nearly flat. Looming political 
tensions, on the back of Pakistan Democratic 
Movement’s meeting for devising a strategy for 
the Lahore rally scheduled for December 13, kept 
market participants on the sidelines. Absence of 
positive triggers undermined investors’ interest 
further and they resorted to cautious trading. A 
decline in international crude oil prices impacted 
movement of oil sector stocks in Pakistan’s mar-
ket and major shares closed the day with losses. 
Earlier, trading kicked off with a spike, however, 
sombre mood erased the gains and pushed the 
KSE-100 index into negative territory within the 
first hour. Rest of the trading session saw dull trad-
ing as the benchmark index oscillated between red 
and green zones. Nevertheless, the index managed 
to stay above the 42,100-point mark. At close, the 
benchmark KSE-100 index recorded a decrease 
of 13.53 points, or 0.03%, to settle at 42,101.78 
points. Arif Habib Limited, in its report, stated that 
the market remained range bound oscillating be-
tween +119 points and -167 points and closing 

the session down by 13.5 points. Cement sector 
stocks bounced on news of further investment 
in the sector in Punjab. However, by the close of 
session, they faced selling pressure that brought 
prices down. The banking sector performed rela-
tively better with growing interest in NBP, MCB 
and UBL, whereas trading volumes also improved 
over the previous session despite consistent sell-
ing from foreign investors. International crude 
prices stayed muted, which became the reason 
for consolidation in the exploration and produc-
tion sector stocks. Tech stocks continued their 
trailblazing performance, with NetSol trading 
near its upper circuit and strong interest in TRG 
Pakistan despite the price coming down, the re-
port said. JS Global analyst Maaz Mulla said the 
benchmark KSE-100 index traded between +119 
and -167 points and closed at 42,102, down 14 
points. Overall, the market traded sideways with 
selling pressure coming from the oil sector where 
Oil and Gas Development Company (-0.7%), 
Pakistan Petroleum (-1.4%), PSO (-1.4%), Shell 
(-2.2%), Pakistan Oilfields (-0.9%) and Attock 
Refinery (-4.6%) were the laggards. Volumes stood 
at 410 million shares. Maple Leaf Cement (+4.3%), 
Fauji Foods (+4.2%), TRG Pakistan (-1.6%), Hascol 
Petroleum (+1.4%) and Unity Foods (-1.7%) led 
the volumes with a cumulative 120 million shares 
changing hands. As per news reports, the oppo-
sition’s announcement of some major decisions 

including seeking the prime minister’s resigna-
tion may shake market sentiment. Moreover, an 
uptick in Covid-19 cases was worrisome for the 
capital market as well.“Moving forward, we rec-
ommend investors to book short-term gains amid 
the consolidation phase,” the analyst said. Overall, 
trading volumes rose to 409.7 million shares com-
pared with Monday’s tally of 380.5 million. The 
value of shares traded during the day was Rs18.5 
billion. Shares of 383 companies were traded. At 
the end of the day, 160 stocks closed higher, 201 
declined and 22 remained unchanged. Maple Leaf 
Cement was the volume leader with 31.7 million 
shares, gaining Rs1.71 to close at Rs41.88. It was 
followed by Fauji Foods with 23.1 million shares, 
gaining Rs0.64 to close at Rs15.8 and TRG Pakistan 
with 22.5 million shares, losing Rs1.2 to close at 
Rs72.87. Foreign institutional investors were net 
sellers of Rs133.3 million worth of shares during 
the trading session, according to data compiled by 
the National Clearing Company of Pakistan.

Bureau Report
RIYADH 

Saudi Arabia’s General 
Authority for Small and 
M e d i u m  E n t e r p r i s e s 
(Monshaat) has teamed up 

with Stanford University 
in California to launch a 
program aimed at help-
ing small companies in 
the Kingdom scale up 
t h e i r  o p e ra t i o n s .  T h e 

M o n s h a a t  A c a d e m y 
Programme for Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship was 
launched on Monday in co-
operation with the Stanford 
Center for Professional 
D eve l o p m e n t  a n d  t h e 
King Salman Institute for 
Studies and Consulting 
Services, with participants 
from 50 small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs) taking 
part. The new academy will 
help SMEs become more 
efficient and adopt indus-
try business practices, 
a Monshaat official told 
Arab News on Tuesday. A 
three-month program will 
cover corporate innovation 
strategies, market devel-
opment, growth manage-
ment and SMEs scale-ups 

services. Founded in 1891, 
Stanford University is one 
of  leading educational 
institutions in the US. 
The Stanford Center for 
Professional Development, 
established in 1995, is the 
university’s online educa-
tion subsidiary. It oper-
ates the Stanford Online 
platform, which has taught 
over 1.5 million students 
in 190 countries. So far, 
the academy has delivered 
five scale-up programs to 
more than 250 small and 
medium enterprises in the 
Kingdom. Monshaat said 
the number of fast-growing 
Saudi SMEs is estimated at 
7,000 and is growing at a 
rate of nearly a thousand 
a year.

Monshaat partners with US university to help Saudi SMEs

Saudi insurance sec-
tor to see more merg-

ers in 2021: SAMA 
official

Bureaau Report
Riyadh 

Saudi Arabia’s insurance sector is 
expected to witness more mergers in 
2021, Al-Arabiya TV reported, citing 
Abdullah Al Towaijri, Head of Insurance 
Companies Control Department 
at Saudi Central Bank (SAMA). Al 
Towaijri noted that the insurance sec-
tor has reached a stage of maturity to 
recognize the need for consolidation 
of capital. Merger is a feasible option 
for small-cap insurers to raise their 
capital, he said, adding that it is also 
an excellent option to form stronger 
financial entities amid the large num-
ber of players in the market. The in-
surance sector is relatively new in the 
Kingdom and lacks adequate compe-
tency, and given the large number of 
players the available competencies are 
distributed, Al Towaijri said. Mergers 
help concentrate the competencies 
and create more financially solvent 
entities that offer better and innova-
tive services and products, he added. 
SAMA provides support and advice for 
companies that seek to merge, said the 
official, adding that foreign insurance 
companies are part of the market and 
are free to assess available options 
for expansion. The Saudi insurance 
market has seen the merger between 
Walaa Cooperative Insurance Co. and 
Metlife AIG ANB Cooperative Insurance 
Co. in March. Meanwhile, Gulf Union 
Cooperative Insurance and Al Ahlia 
Insurance announced on Dec. 6 the 
effectiveness of the merger resolution, 
according to Argaam data.

Bureau Report
HONG KONG

Goldman Sachs Group has signed a 
pact to buy out its China joint venture 
partner to make it the most advanced 
foreign bank to take full ownership 
of a mainland securities business. 
The process to boost its stake in the 
Goldman Sachs Gao Hua (GSGH) ven-
ture from 51 percent to 100 percent 
has also been initiated with regula-
tors, according to an internal memo 
issued on Tuesday to staff of the Wall 
Street bank. A spokesman for Goldman 
Sachs in Hong Kong confirmed the 
memo content. Most of the interna-
tional banks in China own 51 percent 
of their securities businesses, which 
typically house investment banking 
operations, with a Chinese partner. 
JPMorgan took 71 percent of its joint 
venture in November when it bought 
an extra 20 percent stake in the main-
land business and analysts believe it 
could be the next in line to move to 
full ownership. JPMorgan declined 
to comment. Credit Suisse flagged in 
July it wanted to own 100 percent of 

its China securities venture but de-
clined to comment on how advanced 
it was in the process. Goldman has 
previously indicated it would double 
its headcount in China to 600 people 
by 2025 as part of its expansion plans. 
The terms of the Goldman Sachs deal 
have not yet been made public. Unlike 
most of the other China JVs, Goldman 
had day-to-day operational control of 
its business, which offers investment 
banking services such as equities and 

bond underwriting and deal advice, 
even with its minority ownership. Full 
ownership could allow foreign banks 
to expand their operations in the 
multi-trillion-dollar Chinese financial 
sector, and better integrate them with 
their global businesses. “One hundred 
percent ownership of our franchise 
on the mainland represents a signifi-
cant commitment to and investment in 
China, outlined in our China strategic 
plan,” the Goldman memo said. 

Goldman Sachs shifts to full ownership of China securities 
joint venture

Bureau Report
LONDON 

Lewis Hamilton is hoping to re-
cover from COVID-19 in time to 
race at this weekend’s Abu Dhabi 
Grand Prix after posting his first 
video message on Instagram 
since he started his isolation. 
The seven-time world champion 
tested positive for COVID on 
Monday last week and missed 
last weekend’s Sakhir Grand Prix 
while he isolated in Bahrain. In 
an update to his fans on Tuesday, 
he spoke about his fight against 
the virus and revealed that he 
had completed his first workout 
since developing symptoms. He 
is hoping to return to the cockpit 
of his Mercedes this weekend in 
Abu Dhabi for the last Formula 
One race of the season. “Hi eve-
ryone, I hope you’re all well,” he 
said in the message. “I know I’ve 
not been in touch this past week, 
but it’s definitely been one of the 
hardest weeks that I’ve had for 
some time. “I’ve just been focus-
ing on recovering and trying to 
get back in shape so I can get back 
in the car and race in the final race 
in Abu Dhabi. “I woke up today 
feeling great and got my first 

workout in, so I just wanted to 
send you guys a message of posi-
tivity and let you know that I’m 
OK. I want to thank every single 
one of you for sending the amaz-
ing messages and videos. “I really, 
really appreciate it and I hope that 
wherever you are you are stay-
ing positive and fighting through 
whatever it is that you are facing. 
I hope that I can get back in the 
car soon and, yeah, I’m sending 
you guys love.” Hamilton was re-
placed by Williams driver George 
Russell at the Sakhir Grand Prix, 
who remains on standby in case 
Hamilton is unable to race in Abu 
Dhabi. “If Lewis recovers -- and 
he’s getting better every day -- 
and he’s considered Covid-free, 
negative [test result], then he will 
be in the car,” Wolff confirmed on 
Sunday. In order to be declared 
fit to return to the F1 paddock, 
Hamilton will have to return a 
negative test result for COVID in 
line with the FIA’s testing proce-
dures. He will also have to com-
ply with government guidelines 
in both Bahrain and Abu Dhabi 
in order to travel from Bahrain to 
the United Arab Emirates and ar-
rive at the track. 

KSE-100 ends flat amid lacklustre trading

Vettel has big shoes to fill as Perez’s replacement, 
says Brawn

Hamilton resumes training 
after ‘one of the hardest weeks’ 

with COVID-19

National team arrives in Queenstown for training, intra-
squad matches
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LONDON 
World stocks fell on Tuesday as inves-
tors struggled to keep the rally of recent 
weeks going with COVID-19 infections 
still surging and London and Brussels 
stuck in Brexit purgatory. Europe’s main 
markets saw a second day of red as the 
Brexit drama and some fresh U.S.-China 
tensions offset news that a 90-year-old 
grandmother from Northern Ireland had 
become the first person to get a COVID-19 
vaccine outside a trial. The pan-European 
STOXX 600 index was down 0.5% before 
an expected dip on Wall Street. Sterling 
was wobbling after falling as much as 
1.6% on Monday because of the Brexit 
nerves. A meeting in Brussels between 
British Prime Minister Boris Johnston and 
European Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen in the coming days is now 
seen as possibly the only way to salvage 
a trade deal. “We’re always hopeful (of 
striking a deal) but you know there may 
come a moment when we have to ac-
knowledge that it’s time to draw stumps 
and that’s just the way it is,” Johnson said 
on Tuesday, using a cricketing term for 
the end of play. In contrast to the pound’s 
buffeting, the euro fended off the angst as 
a survey showed German investor sen-
timent was now soaring thanks to the 

soon-to-be-rolled-out coronavirus vac-
cines. MSCI’s broadest index of Asia-Pacif-
ic shares narrowed its losses overnight as 
Japan announced a new $700 billion gov-
ernment stimulus package, but it was still 
down 0.1% by the close. Japan’s Nikkei 
225 had dipped 0.3%, Seoul’s Kospi gave 
back 1.6% of its 20% in November. China 
was off 0.25% and Hong Kong dropped 
0.6% as Sino-U.S. tensions continued to 
weigh on the market. Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi assured U.S. executives 
that Beijing remained committed to the 
Phase 1 trade deal with the United States. 
A report showed China’s purchases of U.S. 
goods and services as of October, speci-
fied in the Phase 1 deal at $75.5 billion 
for 2020, was about half the level they 
should be on a pro-rated annual basis. 
The United States also imposed financial 
sanctions and a travel ban on 14 Chinese 

officials over their alleged role in Beijing’s 
disqualification last month of elected op-
position legislators in Hong Kong. Chinese 
foreign ministry spokeswoman Hua Chu-
nying hit back, saying Beijing would take 
“firm counter-measures against the mali-
cious actions by the U.S. to safeguard our 
sovereignty, security and developmental 
rights”.  Nasdaq futures were pointing to 
a subdued start for the record-high index 
and for Dow Jones Industrial Average and 
S&P 500. Tesla announced a $5 billion 
capital raise on Tuesday, its second such 
move in three months, as the electric-car 
maker cashes in on a rally in its shares 
this year. Some investors are watching 
whether U.S. policymakers can reinvigo-
rate efforts to pass additional pandemic 
stimulus. The U.S. Congress is expected 
to vote this week on a one-week stopgap 
funding bill to give negotiators more time 
to strike a compromise, as the business 
community cautioned inaction could spur 
a deeper recession. At the same time, 
California, the nation’s most populous 
state, announced new restrictions on 
travel and business activity after record 
case numbers and hospitalizations. Offi-
cials in New York warned it could impose 
similar restrictions soon, further weigh-
ing on the nation’s recovery. Reuters

More than 50 companies, in 
over 20 countries, produced 
or distributed goods that IS 
forces subsequently used to 
make IEDs, drones and im-
provised weapon systems

BRUSSELS   
The Conflict Armament Research (CAR) 
group said in a study that IS was able to 
build up a store of material for a weapons 
production program in Iraq and Syria from 
2015-19 via individuals and companies 
in southern Turkey and also elsewhere.  
IS was ousted in 2019 from its former 
strongholds in Iraq and Syria - where it 
had wanted to build an extremist so-called 
caliphate - but experts warned that the 
know-how and connections in its supply 
network have not gone away. IS “procured 
key commodities through groups of linked, 
family-owned companies and individu-
als located near key border crossings into 
IS-held territory,” CAR said, adding these 
groups were centered around the towns of 
Siverek and Akcakale in southern Turkey. 
The CAR emphasized there was no evi-
dence that these companies were “witting 
accomplices” to IS procurement efforts or 
guilty of any wrongdoing. “They nonethe-
less acted as key junction points within the 
supply chains that provisioned IS forces,” it 
said. They are based around two extended 

family groups in the area, it said. It said that 
purchases of bulk explosive precursors and 
electronic items through this network had 
unusual features that should have raised 
“red flags.” Companies made large pur-
chases of products that were “incongruent” 
with their business activities, it said, point-
ing to how a small mobile phone shop pur-
chased six tons of aluminium paste from 
a large chemical distributor. Mike Lewis, 
coauthor of the report, said the findings 
show how “surprisingly fragile” the pro-
curement network was, relying on a small 
number of key individuals and businesses. 
“With stronger due diligence, much of this 
trade might have been disrupted,” he said. 

Namir Shabibi, CAR’s Head of Iraq Opera-
tions, warned that although IS forces may 
no longer hold territory, remaining cells 
have become increasingly active in the 
past year. “Preventing their procurement 
efforts by spotting the kinds of red flags 
detailed in this report remains important 
for countering the group’s resurgence,” he 
said. The report said that overall more than 
50 companies, in over 20 countries, pro-
duced or distributed goods that IS forces 
subsequently used to make IEDs, drones 
and improvised weapon systems.  As well 
as Syria and Turkey, countries from where 
materials were obtained included Britain, 
Denmark and Spain. Reuters

The farmers say the industry will be 
taken over by major firms who will 

force prices down
ISLAMABAD

Indian farmers who have been block-
ading New Delhi on Tuesday launched 
a one-day, nationwide general strike 
to push their demands for the gov-
ernment to repeal reform laws open-
ing up trade in agricultural produce. 
Tens of thousands of farmers have 
been camped on the outskirts of the 
capital since November 27 in protest 
at the laws in what has become one 
of the biggest challenges to the Hindu 
nationalist government since it won 
a second landslide election in 2019. 
Farmers vowed to block major roads 
and rail lines across the country for 
several hours and have been given sup-
port by railway workers, truck drivers, 
teachers and other unions.  Authori-
ties put thousands of extra police on 
the streets in New Delhi and boosted 
security in the rest of the country in a 
bid to head off any trouble. Five rounds 
of talks have failed to narrow the dif-

ferences between farmers and minis-
ters. The growing numbers of farmers 
and their supporters camped outside 
the capital say they will not go home 
until the laws are repealed. The laws 
will allow farmers to sell their produce 
on the open market - including to su-
permarket chains - instead of being 
forced to sell through state-run orga-
nizations that guarantee a minimum 
price. The farmers say the industry will 
be taken over by major firms who will 
force prices down. The government 
insists the changes are necessary to 
give agriculture - still the backbone of 
the Indian economy - a long-term fu-
ture. The protests have already caused 
price rises for fruit and vegetables in 
Delhi because supplies are restricted. 
Rakesh Tikait, a protest leader, said 
that people should not travel during 
the shutdown and all stores should 
close.  The main opposition Congress 
party and about 15 other political 
groupings are backing the protest but 
the government has accused them of 
opportunism, rejecting measures that 
they had called for when in power. APP

The Thar power plant in Pakistan and the 
pipeline in Mexico were the only two mega-
projects around the world to reach financial 

closure in the first half-year of 2020
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan for the first time has become one of the five countries 
in the world with the most investment in the first half-year of 
2020, a World Bank report said. “Pakistan had the fourth high-
est investment commitments–a new entrant to the top five 
countries this year—with US$1.9 billion of investment com-
mitments, accounting for 0.69 percent of GDP,” the Private Par-
ticipation in Infrastructure (PPI) 2020 Half Yearly Report said. 
The report had termed the current year’s Private Participa-
tion in Infrastructure as unprecedented because of COVID-19 
which has brought many sectors, including infrastructure, to 
a near standstill. Since the beginning of 2020, existing infra-
structure projects were delayed or canceled due to supply 
chain disruptions, travel and shipping restrictions, and other 
obstacles. Total commitments in the first half of 2020 stood 
at US$21.9 billion across 128 projects in 34 countries, a de-
cline of 56 percent from the same period in 2019. COVID-19 
has significantly decreased financial closures of investment 
projects across the globe, particularly in the East Asia and Pa-
cific (EAP) region. The Thar power plant in Pakistan and the 
pipeline in Mexico were the only two megaprojects around 
the world to reach financial closure in the first half-year of 
2020. The coal power project was developed under the um-

brella of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). It is 
part of an effort by the Government of Pakistan to improve 
energy security and reduce the average cost of power gen-
eration by transitioning from oil to coal. The report added that 
the South Asian Region (SAR) was the region with the second 
highest H1 2020 investment level (US$4.9 billion), driven by 
Pakistan (US$1.9 billion), India (US$1.8 billion), and Bangla-
desh (US$1.2 billion). In the past few years, China has been 
an active infrastructure sponsor, speeding up slow progress 
on major infrastructure projects in South Asia, especially in 
Pakistan and Bangladesh. Nevertheless, investment levels saw 
a 33 percent dip from the first half-year of 2019 levels. In the 
first half of 2020, the energy sector outpaced the transport 
sector, attracting US$15.1 billion across 73 projects. This ac-
counted for 69 percent of global PPI investments. The trans-
port sector received US$4.5 billion across 17 projects. VoM

Pakistan reiterates its 
commitment at UN to end 

violence against women, girls: 
Munir Akram

Pakistan to observe 
United Nations Int’l Anti-

Corruption day

ISLAMABAD
Special Aide to Prime Minister on Inter Religious 
Harmony, Pakistan Ulema Council Chairman Hafiz 
Muhammad Tahir Mehmood Ashrafi Monday lauded 
the efforts of Muslim Ummah for eradication of ex-
tremism, terrorism and sectarian violence. Talking to 
National Assembly Speaker Asad Qaiser, he said “Paki-
stan welcomes role and efforts of Muslim countries 
for elimination of the menace of extremism, terrorism 
and sectarian violence. Pakistan expects support of 
Muslim Ummah to resolve the issues of Kashmir and 
Palestine.” Ashrafi thanked the speaker for assuring 
his support and cooperation to Ulema and Mashaykh. 
He said Saudi foreign minister in his recent meeting 
of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) sup-
ported Pakistan’s stance and a unanimous resolu-
tion on Kashmir is a great success of Prime Minister 
Imran khan’s vision and foreign policy of Pakistan. 
He also announced to resolve the issues of minori-
ties in Pakistan, saying he is in constant coordination 
with leadership of all religious organizations and it 
is priority of the government to address issues of all 
the communities. He maintained that minorities will 
not be left at the mercy of any cruelty. The govern-
ment will ensure all rights and privileges of minori-
ties as enshrined in the Constitution, he added. VoM

Pakistan is following a whole of gov-
ernment approach to ensure that 

women and girls have necessary pro-
tections available in the country 

UNITED NATIONS  
Pakistan has joined a key group launched at the United 
Nations to coordinate actions aimed at the elimination 
of violence against women and girls that has intensified 
since the outbreak of coronavirus pandemic. Seventy-
seven UN Member States and observers have already 
joined what is called the “Group of Friends”, which will 
meet on quarterly basis, according to the organizers. 
Some international and regional organizations as well 
as civil society groups have also expressed their interest 
to partake in this initiative. Addressing the group on 
Monday, Pakistan’s UN Ambassador Munir Akram 
said that Islamabad fully supports Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres’s call to end violence against women 
during Covid-19. “We continue to support all efforts that 
aim to end violence against women,” he said. Noting 
that Covid-19 has had a disproportionate impact on the 
most vulnerable, the Pakistani envoy said it was evident 
from the sharp spike in domestic violence and abuse 
against women and girls during lockdowns. Pakistan is 
following a whole of government approach to ensure 
that women and girls have necessary protections 
available to them against violence, harassment and 
abuse, he said, adding its recovery response remains 
focused on the well-being and protection of women. 
“Our Minister for Human Rights, Dr Shireen Mazari, 
has led the way to protect the rights of women and 
also promote their well-being, especially during the 
current pandemic,” Ambassador Akram added. “We are 
progressively strengthening pro-women legislation,” 
he said. “Our Parliament has recently passed bills to 
counter rape and honour killings, prevent early and 
forced marriages, and expanded workplace protections 
for working women. “Under the leadership of the 
Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Poverty 
Alleviation and Social Development, Dr. Sania Nishtar, 
we are taking concrete measures to uplift women 
from the shackles of poverty,” the Pakistani envoy 
added. hrough the flagship Ehsaas Programme, he 
said, the government is reaching out to millions of 
underprivileged women and providing those cash 
assistance and social protection within their homes. 
More than 7 million women have received assistance 
through this programme in which the government has 
so far rolled out Rs.144 billion. “We will continue to 
work passionately at home and abroad to strengthen all 
efforts aimed at elimination of violence against women 
and girls,” Ambassador Akram told the group. VoM

MIRPUR    
The AJK President Sardar Masood Khan 
while spurning India’s negative propagan-
da against Turkey has said that Turkey’s 
forthright supports to the right to self-de-
termination of the Kashmiri people had left 
the Indian rulers perturbed and frustrated. 
Commenting on the Indian media reports 
that Turkey preparing to send Militants 
fighters to Kashmir, Sardar Masood Khan 
said that the freedom struggle in Indian Il-
legally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir is in-
digenous and Turkey or any other country 
of the world has nothing to do with it, AJK 
President Office told media Monday eve-
ning. “India’s propaganda is rubbish and a 
crude attempt to undercut Turkey’s politi-
cal and diplomatic support for Kashmiris 
struggling against Indian oppression and 
tyranny. It won’t happen,” said the Presi-
dent. He maintained that the Indian media 
reports that the Turkish fighters fighting in 
eastern Syria were now preparing to fight 
the Indian Army in occupied Kashmir, is 
not only unfounded and baseless but also 
a deep-rooted conspiracy to malign the 

indigenous liberation movement of the 
Kashmiri people. Such Indian tricks have 
not succeeded in the past and will not suc-
ceed in future as well, he added. The AJK 
President said that India would not be al-
lowed to hide its crimes against humanity 
and its gross violation of human rights in 
occupied Jammu and Kashmir. Instead of 
unleashing false and unfounded propa-
ganda, India must fulfil its international 
obligations, stop repression in occupied 
Kashmir, prevent its army from trampling 
human rights, and immediately cease the 
settler-colonialism in the disputed terri-
tory of Kashmir. “India must fulfil its re-
sponsibility towards creating conditions 
conducive for a fair and a free plebiscite 
in accordance with the UN resolutions to 
determine the will of Kashmiri people re-
garding their future,” he asserted. The AJK 
president while describing crackdown 
against the social media users in occupied 
Kashmir as illegal and undemocratic said 
that the Indian Army had set up torture 
cells and interrogation centers in the differ-
ent parts of the occupied Valley including 

Srinagar where the social media activists 
raising their voice against the repressive 
actions of the Indian regime are severely 
tortured. According to reports pouring in 
from the occupied territory, the cyber po-
lice of IOJK monitors social media posts of 
the youth studying in colleges, universities 
and educational institutions, and those 
who speak against the Indian state terror-
ism, liberation of Kashmir, and the right of 
self-determination. They are arrested and 
several tortured in various concentration 
centres, and their cell phone, laptops and 
other equipment are seized in order to pre-
vent them from showing the outer world of 
the true picture of occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir. He said such negative tricks of 
India are bound to fail, and the Kashmiri 
people will enjoy freedom shortly. The 
AJK President also demanded release all 
political prisoners in IOJK and removal of 
all restrictions imposed on, Syed Ali Gee-
lani, Mirwaiz Umer Farooq, Yasin Malik, 
Shabbir Ahmad Shah, Ashraf Sahrahi, Qa-
sim Faktoo, Masarat Alam Bhatt, Asiya An-
drabi, Fahmida Soofi, Nahida Nasreen. VoM

India must fulfil its int obligations, stop repression in 
occupied Kashmir: Sardar Masood Khan 

AJK President refutes Indian deceitful propaganda against Turkey

IS built up arsenal after ‘red flags’ ignored: CAR’s study

Modi coercion spurs nationwide shutdown against 
new regulations by Indian farmers

World Bank designates Pak among top five with 
most investment in H1 of 2020

The govt will ensure all rights, 
privileges of minorities as 

enshrined in the Constitution: 
Tahir Mehmood Ashrafi

Anti-corruption campaigns 
advocates organize events to 
engage the general public to 

effectively fight against corrup-
tion and fraud in communities

ISLAMABAD
United Nations’ (UN) International Anti-Cor-
ruption Day will be marked on December 9 
(Wednesday) across the globe including Paki-
stan to raise public awareness against corrup-
tion and its elimination.Musicals, plays, key-
note speeches and other activities that focus on 
the theme of fighting against corruption help 
promote International Anti-Corruption Day. 
International Anti-Corruption Day is a time 
for political leaders, governments, legal bod-
ies and lobby groups to work together against 
corruption work by promoting the day and the 
issues that surround this event. On this day 
anti-corruption advocates organize events to 
engage the general public to effectively fight 
against corruption and fraud in communities. 
Other activities that promote the day include: 
musicals and plays to publicize the message of 
fighting against corruption. Keynote speeches 
by those who were victims of corruption or 
fought against it Essay competitions on issues 
surrounding the topic of corruption The dis-
semination of posters, flyers and other mate-
rial to increase awareness levels on corruption. 
Some organizations hold special recognition 
ceremonies to pay tribute to people and proj-
ects that provide assistance to nations and 
communities in the battle against corruption. 
Corruption comes in various forms such as 
bribery, law-breaking without dealing with 
the consequences in a fair manner, unfairly 
amending election processes and results, and 
covering mistakes or silencing whistle blow-
ers (those who expose corruption in hope that 
justice would be served). UN General Assembly 
designated December 9 as International Anti-
Corruption Day to raise people’s awareness of 
corruption and of the role of the United Nations 
Convention against Corruption in combating 
and preventing it. The assembly urged all states 
and competent regional economic integration 
organizations to sign and ratify the United Na-
tions Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) 
to ensure its rapid entry into force. UNCAC 
is the first legally binding, international anti-
corruption instrument that provides a chance 
to mount a global response to corruption. VoM
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