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These bodies have demanded that the 
government must proceed against 

Chohan for his irresponsible statement 
against a person who was decorated with 
the highest civil award of Pakistan for his 

services and contribution to Pakistani 
journalism and the cause of democracy.

Punjab Information 
Minister

Fayyazul Hassan Chohan

China signs contracts to buy commodities 
from 15 countries including Pakistan

Democracy in the balance as the US election edges toward a result

The Asian Telegraph

Chinese ambassador prais-
es CPEC Authority, pledges 

to further uplift CPEC 
ISLAMABAD

The newly appointed Ambassador of China to 
Pakistan Nong Rong on Friday said China want-
ed to build China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) as a high quality model project of the 
Chinese Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). During 
a meeting with CPEC Authority Chairman Asim 
Bajwa, the envoy said China and Pakistan were 
all-weather strategic partners, and the CPEC is 
a pilot project of all-round cooperation between 
the two countries, adding that with the care and 
support of the top leaders of the two countries, 
the construction of the CPEC has continuously 
achieved positive results. “The embassy in Paki-
stan is willing to strengthen communication and 
cooperation with the authority, further imple-
ment the consensus of the leaders of the two 
countries, actively prepare for the 10th JCC, 
deepen and expand cooperation in the areas of 
industrial parks, agriculture, and social-economy 
under CPEC,” Nong added. Bajwa said that the 
traditional friendship between China and Paki-
stan was deeply rooted in the hearts of the peo-
ple and will grow stronger over time. “The CPEC 
is an important project to change the destiny of 
Pakistan, and it has received the heartfelt sup-
port of the Pakistani government and people.” He 
added that the authority is committed to provid-
ing a windowed one-stop service for the corridor 
project, and is willing to further strengthen com-
munication and coordination with China to joint-
ly promote new progress in cooperation. VoM

Oil falls as virus cases rise, US vote count continues
Italy records highest 

daily number of Covid-19 
infections, cases surge at 

least 120,276 in US
Bureau Reporter

SINGAPORE/SYDNEY/LONDON/MOSCOW
Oil fell below $40 a barrel on Friday as 

new lockdowns in Europe to halt surg-
ing Covid-19 infections sparked concern 
about the outlook for demand, while 
markets remained on edge over drawn-
out vote counting in the US election. 
Italy recorded its highest daily number 
of infections on Thursday and cases 
surged by at least 120,276 in the United 
States, the second consecutive daily re-
cord as the outbreak spreads across the 
country. Brent crude fell $1.15, or 2.8%, 
to $39.78 a barrel at 1240 GMT. US West 
Texas Intermediate (WTI) CLc1 dropped 
$1.24, or 3.2%, to $37.55. Still, Brent 
was heading for a 6% gain this week, 
having fallen in the previous two weeks. 
“As market players clamour for election 
clarity, demand jitters are once again 
taking their toll on the energy complex,” 
said Stephen Brennock of broker PVM. 
In the US election, Democratic presiden-
tial candidate Joe Biden took a narrow 

lead over President Donald Trump in 
Georgia early on Friday, edging closer 
to winning the White House as a hand-
ful of undecided states continue to 
count votes. Diminishing prospects of 
a large US stimulus package were also 
weighing on the market. “Any hope of a 
gargantuan US fiscal stimulus package 
is almost gone,” said Jeffrey Halley of 
brokerage Oanda. “Covid-19’s rampage 
across Europe and the US is likely to de-

liver a hit to consumption.” Providing 
some support, the Organisation of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries and al-
lies including Russia, a group known 
as OPEC+, may delay bringing back 2 
million barrels per day (bpd) of supply 
in January, given weaker demand from 
new lockdowns. US crude inventories 
plunged last week by 8 million barrels, 
against analyst expectations for an in-
crease. Reuters

BEIJING
China’s State Development and 

Investment Corp has announced that it 
has signed procurement contracts with 
20 foreign companies during the ongo-
ing third China International Import Expo 
being held in Shanghai. The purchase cov-
ers more than 20 kinds of commodities 
including grain, fruit, textiles and chemi-
cal products from 15 economies such 
as Pakistan, Cambodia, Indonesia and 
South Africa, according to China Daily on 
Saturday. “The timely CIIE demonstrated 
China’s determination to continue to open 
up to the outside world. At the same time, it 

reflected confidence from the international 
community in the prospects of the Chinese 
market,” said Bai Tao, Party secretary and 
chairman of SDIC. China is committed to 
taking initiative in the mechanism of global 
sharing and enabling the global coopera-
tion to be more flexible with an open mind 
and measures, Bai said. “SDIC will continue 
to deepen cooperation in important fields 
and key industries with partners both at 
home and abroad, so as to share opportuni-
ties brought by the CIIE, go hand in hand 
and contribute to the promotion of global 
economic development and regional eco-
nomic and trade exchanges,” he added. App

Efficient and smooth 
logistics will enhance 

the overall operational 
readiness: COAS 

COAS thanks mountaineer 
Vanessa O’Brien for promot-
ing Pakistan as a goodwill 

ambassador
Rawalpindi

Army Chief General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa on his visit Lo-
gistic installations of Lahore 
Corps      said that efficient 
and smooth logistics will en-
hance the overall operational 
readiness and response ca-
pacity against adventurism by 
our enemy. He said this dur-
ing a visit of Logistic installa-
tions of Lahore Corps today 
(Saturday). Chief of Logistic 
Staff Lieutenant General Azhar 
Saleh Abbasi, Quartermaster 
General Lieutenant General 
Aamir Abbasi and Command-
er 4 Corps Lieutenant General 
Majid Ehsan were also present 
on the occasion. Chief of Army 
Staff (COAS) General Qamar Ja-
ved Bajwa Friday appreciated 
mountaineer Vanessa O’Brien’s 
achievements and thanked her 
for promoting Pakistan as a 
goodwill ambassador.Vanes-
sa O’Brien met with the COAS 
here, said Inter Services Public 
Relations director general in a 
tweet.He said; “She is the only 
woman ever to climb to the 
world’s highest point of Mount 
Everest and dive to the world’s 
deepest point Challenger Deep, 
also carrying Pakistan’s flag.”

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan strongly condemning 
the “irresponsible” and “gratu-
itous” remarks of Indian Chief 
of Defence Staff (CDS) on Fri-
day advised Gen. Bipin Rawat 
to focus on his professional do-
main, rather than continuing to 
make a career out of anti-Paki-
stan rhetoric. “We strongly con-
demn Indian Chief of Defence 
Staff (CDS) Gen. Bipin Rawat’s 
irresponsible and gratuitous 
remarks about Pakistan,” For-
eign Office Spokesperson Za-
hid Hafeez Chaudhri said in a 
statement issued here.He said 
the Indian CDS’s unabated anti-
Pakistan vitriol was reflective 
both of his completely flawed 
understanding of Pakistan’s re-
alities as well as his patently 
politicized approach. “His ti-
rade is also illustrative of the 
RSS-BJP mindset — a dangerous 
mix of extremist “Hindutva” ide-
ology and expansionist “Akhand 
Bharat” designs. It is a sad fact 
that this mindset has permeated 
the state institutions of India, 
including the armed forces,” the 
Spokesperson added. He said 
the Indian CDS’s diatribe against 
Pakistan cannot divert attention 

from India’s myriad internal 
and external wrong-doings. “As 
a consequence of the ‘Hindutva’ 
policies, religious places in India 
are regularly desecrated, mob 
lynchings take place with state 
complicity, and persecution of 
minorities and disadvantaged 
segments grows by the day,” the 
Spokesperson mentioned. Most 
notably, the Spokesperson said 
that state-terrorism against in-
nocent Kashmiris in the Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir (IIOJK) was pursued by 
India as an instrument of state 
policy. VoM

Pakistan denounced “Irresponsible” and “gratuitous” 
remarks of Indian Chief of Defence Staff (CDS)

NEW YORK
As we await confirmation of the result 

of the US presidential election, it is easy to 
forget that, beyond the delays, confusion 
and misinformation, the truth of the con-
test and its result was precisely determined 
days ago and remains safely sealed in the 
ballots that remain to be counted. About 
130,000 of those ballots are in the pivotal 
state of Pennsylvania, where Joe Biden pulled 
ahead on Friday after steadily erasing a large 
initial lead built by Trump on election day. 
Democrats were, therefore, in a cheerful 
mood in the early hours on Friday, as the 
counts of those final ballots started to trickle 
in, many of them from blue strongholds: 
37,000 from Allegheny County in Pittsburg, 
for example, and 20,000 from Philadelphia. 
Support for Biden was trending much higher 
than the percentage point lead he needed 
in the remaining ballots to win those coun-
ties. This appears to be thanks in large part 
to a high turnout by suburban women and 
mothers, arguably the demographic most 
affected by the coronavirus crisis. Women 
have borne the brunt of the pandemic na-
tionwide; in September alone, nearly 1 mil-
lion women lost their jobs. Many sacrificed 
their careers to care for locked down or 
quarantined children. But even the tallies 

of remaining mail-in votes from tradition-
ally Republican counties in Pennsylvania 
were favoring Biden. He netted 2,500 votes 
in Mercer County alone last night. Trump’s 
supporters rallied outside tabulation cent-
ers under the slogan “Stop the Steal,” and 
described mail-in ballots as “write-ins” that 
were received after election day. Election 
officials have segregated ballots that might 
be challenged in court later. As Biden edged 
past Trump in Pennsylvania, TV news net-
works faced a politically fraught question: 
when would they call the race? Prominent 
statistician Nate Silver encouraged them to 
do so, and fast. “Whichever network calls 
this first will look good in retrospect,” he 
tweeted. That is not such an easy task for 
networks given that this is a highly unusual 
election. Fox News, for example, already took 
a lot of heat from the Trump campaign after 
calling Arizona for Biden early on in a very 

close race. Biden, meanwhile, already looks 
like someone who has taken on the mantle 
of president. “Democracy can be messy,” he 
said during a press conference on Friday as 
he again called for patience and reiterated 
that every vote will be counted. He then 
moved on to discuss the COVID-19 briefing 
he had just received. Biden had made the 
pandemic the main focus of his campaign — 
and today the US hit a record high of 116,000 
new cases. Meanwhile, pundits were won-
dering where Trump was. He has largely 
remained out of the public eye but emerged 
on Thursday evening to make a statement in 
the White House. His stance was quite a de-
parture from Biden’s, as once again he called 
the integrity of the election into question, 
made claims of widespread voter fraud and 
threatened to take his fight “to the highest 
court in the land.” He described media polls 
as “election interference” aimed at “creating 
the illusion of momentum for Biden.” As he 
was speaking, the captions on TV screens 
were being updated with the latest nation-
wide vote shares: Biden 50 percent, Trump 
48 percent. In a highly unusual move, some 
networks cut away from the conference, 
telling viewers they were doing so because 
the information given by the president was 
misleading. Xinhua

WASHINGTON 
America has chosen Democrat Joe Biden as its 46th 
president, turning at a time of national crisis to a man 
whose character was forged by aching personal trag-
edy and who is pledging to restore calm and truth after 
Donald Trump’s exhausting and manic single term. In a 
written statement Saturday, Biden, who is expected to 
address the American people later in the day, said he 
was “honored and humbled” by the trust the American 
people have placed in him. “In the face of unprecedented 
obstacles, a record number of Americans voted. Prov-
ing once again, that democracy beats deep in the heart 
of America,” Biden said. “With the campaign over, it’s 
time to put the anger and the harsh rhetoric behind 
us and come together as a nation.” “We are the United 
States of America. And there’s nothing we can’t do, if 
we do it together.” Trump, who was on the golf course 
when CNN and other networks called the race for the 
former vice president, has shown no indication that he 
intends to concede. While en route to his course in Vir-

ginia, he tweeted: “I WON THIS ELECTION, BY A LOT!” 
But Biden supporters -- whose face masks reflected the 
extraordinary circumstances of a pandemic-era election 
poured into the streets across the country in a moment 
of catharsis to celebrate the President-elect’s victory, 
which also means that California Sen. Kamala Harris, 
his running mate, will make history as the first woman, 
the first Black person and the first person of Southeast 
Asian descent to become vice president. After four years 
of Trump’s incessant lies, bullying and vilification of his 
political opponents, Biden said he was running to re-
store the character of the nation and bring dignity back 
to the White House. Biden, who turns 78 at the end of 
this month, will become the oldest president when he is 
inaugurated in January in the midst of the worst public 
health emergency in 100 years, the deepest economic 
slump since the 1930s and a national reckoning on 
racism and police brutality that is still unresolved. Sup-
porters poured into the streets across the country in a 
moment of catharsis to celebrate the President-elect’s 

victory, which also means that California Sen. Kamala 
Harris, his running mate, will make history as the first 
woman, the first Black person and the first person of 
Southeast Asian descent to become vice president. His 
election will end Trump’s tumultuous hold on Washing-
ton and condemn the Republican, who has had a lifelong 
obsession with winning, to the ranks of chief executives 
who lost after a single term. In a cinematic twist, it was 
Biden’s boyhood state of Pennsylvania that put him over 
the 270 electoral vote threshold and delivered the White 
House. Trump had held a wide lead over Biden on the 
night of the election, but as election officials counted 
hundreds of thousands of mail-in ballots, the race shift-
ed dramatically in Biden’s favor, infuriating Trump and 
his allies, who knew the President’s path to the White 
House was over without the commonwealth. That the 
Keystone State was the last hurdle in Biden’s path to 
the White House was a fitting end to a hard-fought race 
given that the former vice president has long cultivated 
his image as “middle-class Joe” from Scranton.  VoM

American presidential elections 2020 
Biden accomplishes triumph, Trump becomes history 

America elects Joe Biden its 46th president, Trump faces defeat 

Ambassador Haque 
heap phrased Pakistan 
and Xinjiang enterprise 

agreement 
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan Ambassador to China, Moin ul Haque 
has praised the important work carried out by 
Xinjiang Production and Construction Corpora-
tion (XPCC) enterprises on various infrastructure 
projects in Pakistan. He made these remarks in his 
keynote speech at the XPCC investment and trade 
cooperation forum on the side-lines of the Third 
China International Import Expo (CIIE) in Shang-
hai, according a statement issued by Pakistan 
Embassy Beijing. He said deep cultural linkages 
between people of Xinjiang and the bordering ar-
eas of Pakistan were rooted in centuries of inter-
action along the ancient silk routes. Through the 
visionary Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), the two 
sided people had come even closer on the road 
to forging a community of shared future. “This 
enhanced connectivity – together with the second 
phase of the Pakistan-China Free Trade Agree-
ment – provides an enabling environment for ever 
more trade and investment links,” he added. While 
appreciating XPCC’s contribution to the economic 
and social development of China and Xinjiang Uy-
ghur Autonomous Region (XUAR), he said through 
these efforts, people from all walks of life and from 
various groups were able to enjoy peace and har-
mony, and played their role in the rejuvenation of 
the Chinese nation. The convening of the Third 
CIIE was another important milestone in China’s 
economic recovery following the unprecedented 
COVID-19 pandemic, and sent an unmistakable 
signal of China’s continuing reform and open-
ing up, and willingness to share the fruits of its 
developments with overseas partners. Pakistan 
opposed interference in China’s internal affairs, 
including in Xinjiang, and was aware and sup-
portive of the Xinjiang people and government’s 
efforts against poverty and extremism. “The right 
to dignity and safety is a fundamental one. We 
are happy to see people of all ethnic groups en-
joying equal rights in Xinjiang and leading happy 
lives as productive members of society,”  VoM
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Signs of Economic 
Robust

T he world’s economic architecture has been jolted drastically 
amid the unprecedented global catastrophes of pandemic 
Covid-19and with given circumstances another economic 
recession is imminent that makes decades to recovery. 
Pakistan with no exception also witness an economic soft 
patch due to the intimidating challenge of the virus out-

break. However, the stringent economic reforms initiated by the gov-
ernment proving fruitful as countries exports have crossed $2 billion in 
October 2020. Thus, the country seem on the path of economic recovery. 
The Rupee retrace its feet against the dollar rate with notable stability in 
recent months. The energy crisis remained the key impediment to itsin-
dustrial low performance. To avert such challenges, the government has 
come up with a new package for the industrial sector. Peak hours omitted 
for Small and medium industries using additional power. Significantly, 
all industries benefit from a discount of 25pc for using additional units 
comparative to their earlier bills. Another significant development is 
the upsurge of automobiles. The demand for automobiles has increased 
by 25% and the current fiscal year 2020-21 expecting record sales of 
200,000 passenger cars in Pakistan. Potentially, our local has a market of 
250,000 cars annually which dropped by 53% to 110,583 units in the pre-
vious fiscal year 2019-20 due to the Covid repercussions. It is pertinent 
to highlight that Pakistan’s pharmaceutical exports marked substantial 
gains to start this year. Pakistan’s exports have increased by 22.6 percent 
in the first quarter (Q1) to $68.1 million as compared to $55.6 million in 
the corresponding period last year. Likewise, the cement industry also 
showing positive signs as it has continued to grow in the current fis-
cal year as monthly sales touched a record high in October 2020 when 
mills dispatched 5.735 million tons to consumers. The food crisis has 
also been managing, the government has also imported 100 metric tons 
of sugar to fulfill domestic exigencies. The foreign remittance has also 
increased in recent months. The project under the CPEC has also paid a 
key role in strengthening the economy. Consequently, the leap forward of 
the economy is a good sign for the progressive development of the state.

Indian prejudice and 
anti-Pak rhetoric 

Indian anti-Pakistan rhetoric took another stride in the aftermath 
of the recent statement, Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) Gen Rawat 
claimed that despite multifaceted challenges, Pakistan continued 
to “profess” that Kashmir is their unfinished agenda. In retalia-
tion, Foreign Office responded to remarks citing they are reflec-
tive of his ‘patently politicized approach. Appraisal suggests that 

perpetrating anti- Pakistan narrative has emerged key emblem of the 
Indian power projection calculus by the political leadership, military 
establishment, and media that remains the mouthpieces of ruling elites 
poisoned with prejudice. In the political milieu, crafting propaganda 
against Pakistan provides domestic political mileage to the current lead-
ership and it also assists them to cover their domestic vulnerabilities. 
Likewise, the deceitful tactics are purposefully designed by the mili-
tary establishment is to deflect their flagrant protracted violence and 
human rights violence. Another motive for fabricating facts is to dwarf 
the embarrassment of the Sino-India standoff. Such repeated irrespon-
sible statement from the top-ranked military personnel depicts their 
troubling and dogmatic approach towards the region. It has become 
a common practice to draw ambiguous hostile configurations by the 
policymakers of Delhi. Whereas on the other end, Pakistan has shown 
great maturity to thwart such nefarious deigns by the adversaries. It 
has played an anchoring role in determining the contours of peace and 
stability of the region. Indian must realize that such heinous strategies 
are bringing massive setbacks to its regional posture. 

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

SCO: A Potential Platform to Develop a Collective SCO: A Potential Platform to Develop a Collective 
Regional Climate Change ResponseRegional Climate Change Response

S CO a Eurasian organization, established 
in June 2001 intended at promoting co-
operation in the domain of transnational 
tribulations. The pronounced priority goal 
of Shanghai Cooperation Organization was 
maintaining and revitalizing peace, ensur-

ing security and stability in the region through joint 
efforts against terrorism, extremism and separatism. 
Whereas, during Tashkent summit on June 11, 2010, 
leaders of the organization’s member states empha-
sized that terrorism, separatism and extremism, drug 
trafficking, illegal immigration, human trafficking, in-
formation security, natural calamities and industrial 
accidents remain the biggest threats and challenges 
for the SCO countries. In contrast to the declaration of 
other concerns, core focus of organization till time is 
three evils coupled with border issues and coopera-
tion on issues linked with natural calamities is still 
a missing aspect. It is quite evident that the dynam-
ics of security are evolving with time and evolution 
of mankind. Initially, traditional security was focus 
of the national security and hard coercive means 

along with weapons were considered security bond.  
Whereas, with advancement of human civilization 
and development in the field of security it was found 
that human security is an important missing part 
of the security equation. It has been observed that 
only human security can assure sustainable peace, 
development and traditional security in competitive 
contemporary global order. Now, spectrum of security 
is much more than perceived connotation of the word. 
Recently, devastations due to natural calamities have 
indicated another significant missing link in the equa-
tion that is climatic hazards and security from the vul-
nerability and destructive effects of the climate. The 
Climate change and its effects are no more a myth as 
many incidents have emphasized significance of the 
subject. History has witnessed that natural disasters 
negatively affects the human security of particular 
state hence leading to unforeseeable circumstances 
for traditional security. For instance the natural disas-
ter in East Pakistan (present Bangladesh) in context 
of 1970 engraved the security situation by causing 
downward trend in human and traditional security 
henceforth leading to the fall of Dhaka.  As a result of 
global warming and abrupt climate changes natural 
calamities has increased significantly in recent past. 
Deteriorating climatic changes even after the Paris 
Agreement are a real point of concern in the contem-
porary situation. According to report of the UN, over-
all number of people affected by disasters has been 
growing by 6 % each year since 1960. There are two 
reasons for that; the increasing population concen-
tration and climate change impressions. Rendering 
the report of the UN report regarding damage caused 

by natural disasters published in 2015, more than 
600,000 people have died and 4.1 billion have been 
left either injured or homeless from 1995-2015 
whereas world has faced $2 trillion economic loss 
during this period. The point of concern here is that 
Asia saw the highest number of human losses with 
332,000 deaths.   As SCO is a security institution 
concerning transnational security issues the increas-
ing natural catastrophes demand the combined trans-
national determination to fight the common threat 
to the regional countries.  Pakistan, China and India 
among the worst affected countries in context of cli-
mate change. Furthermore the region also includes 
the highly vulnerable countries from the climatic haz-
ards. In this context, SCO can provide the platform to 
fight and the threat coupled with taking lead in the 
global climatic initiatives as a collective platform of 
the regional countries.In this context there are two 
available strategies that are risk reduction and loss 
reduction. From the timeframe perspective, the risk 
reduction is the long term and preventive strategy 
whereas loss reduction is a short term and relief 
strategy, therefore, for best result ‘Hybrid Climate 
Disaster Strategy’ that encompasses the significant 
components of both strategies is requirement of the 
region. 

Katie Holmes takes the plunge in sizzling new Vogue Australia shoot
LONDON

Katie Holmes put her fashionista credentials on 
display while modeling a string of eye-popping 
outfits for a smoldering new magazine shoot.The 
41-year-old has landed the cover of Vogue Australia 
and could be seen inside flashing the flesh in a 
peekaboo unitard that emphasized her slender 
frame.Her fashion pictures were interspersed 
with an essay she has written about life in lock-
down and her feelings on the state of the world. 
However she did not mention her new relation-
ship with heartthrob chef Emilio Vitolo Jr. whom 
she has been seen out and about with in New York 
City.She did let the readers in on her family time 
with her parents and her 14-year-old daughter 
Suri whom she shares with her ex-husband Tom 
Cruise.Katie was born in Toledo and brought up 
there with four siblings by her lawyer father Martin 
and housewife mother Kathleen. Seeing my fam-
ily in Ohio after months of FaceTime calls felt like 
Christmas morning. My mom’s eyes were brighter, 
my dad’s hands even stronger and our hugs much 
tighter,’ the leggy sensation said.‘Taking time in 
Washington Square Park with a friend whose little 
child was taking his first steps brought me back to 
when my own child began to walk. I felt nostalgic 
and in awe of the power of time and the continu-
ation of life.’While in lockdown she took refuge 
in ‘Hobbies such as sewing, painting and writing 
became new hallmarks of satisfaction and having 
had time at home to just be. To listen. To live for a 
moment in time without the pressure of results and 
instead appreciate the natural rhythms of mother 

and daughter was the most precious gift.’The All 
We Had director also shared a few books and mov-
ies she enjoyed in self-isolation, rattling off a list 
of highbrow names. ’During this time, I revisited 
books that I value, including, Between The World 
And Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates, Just Kids by Patti Smith 
and Play It As It Lays by Joan Didion.’Katie added: 
‘I enjoyed the time to escape into films by Ingmar 

Bergman, Agnes Varda, Jacques Demy and John 
Cassavetes.’ The Dawson’s Creek alumna revealed: 
‘The Umbrellas Of Cherbourg brought such a sense 
of joy to the lockdown experience and watching the 
documentary about Jacques Demy and seeing the 
impact he brought to so many reminded me of the 
power of storytelling and the value of putting joy 
into the world.’

The International Space Station: 20 Years of 
Communications Excellence

FLORIDA
NASA has maintained a continuous 

human presence in space. The International 
Space Station — a marvel of cooperative 
engineering, science, and research — 
has made this incredible feat possible. 
Throughout the mission, NASA’s Space 
Communications and Navigation (SCaN) 
networks have connected station astro-
nauts with loved ones on Earth and em-
powered profound research on the orbiting 
laboratory.“As we celebrate 20 years of sci-
ence and research aboard the station, we 
also celebrate the mission-enabling sup-
port infrastructure that makes it all pos-
sible,” said Robyn Gatens, acting director 
of the International Space Station at NASA 
Headquarters in Washington. “Space com-
munications has always been a vital piece 
of NASA’s crewed missions in low-Earth 
orbit and beyond.”Construction of the 
International Space Station in orbit began 
on Nov. 20, 1998, when the Zayra Module 
launched from the Baikonur Cosmodrome 
in Kazakhstan. Since then, the orbiting lab-
oratory has been expanded and upgraded 
to meet the needs of astronauts living on 
the station and the science objectives of 
the mission.Since Nov. 2, 2000, the space 
station has been occupied continuously by 

astronauts from NASA and international 
space organizations. The million-pound 
spacecraft has an internal pressurized vol-
ume equal that of a Boeing 747, providing 
living space for six-months long Expedition 
crews of six people, while sometimes host-
ing up to 13 during crew rotations and 
shuttle visits.Artist’s concept of a Tracking 
and Data Relay (TDRS) satellite in orbit 
around the Earth.Illustration of a Tracking 
and Data Relay Satellite (TDRS) in orbit 
around the Earth. TDRS have long provided 
robust communications services to near-
Earth NASA missions like the International 
Space Station.NASA’s communications net-
works have made construction and occupa-
tion of the station possible. 

SOHAIL MAJEED BUTT
ISLAMABAD

The meeting of the Council 
of the Heads of Governments 
o f  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f 
Independent States was held 
t h ro u g h  v i d e o c o n f e re n c i n g . 
During the session, the parties dis-
cussed a wide spectrum of issues 
of mutual interest.  The political, 
economic, cultural-humanitarian 
aspects of joint activities were 
considered. The Deputy Chairman 
of the Cabinet of Ministers, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan 
R.Meredov vividly expressed 
the strategic vision of collabora-
tion of Turkmenistan within the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States as an associated member. 
In this regard, it was underlined 
that Turkmenistan stands for 
multi-vector cooperation and 

calls for the unification of efforts 
for the attainment of concrete re-
sults in the social sphere, on the 
regional economic integration and 
expansion of transport-transit 
corridors on the North-South and 
the East-West directions, as well 
as for advancement of intercul-
tural dialogue. The importance of 
the events planned for next year 
was noted. The year 2021 was de-
clared as the Year of Architecture 
and Urban Development in the 
CIS upon the initiative of the 
President  of  Turkmenistan . 
It  was also underlined that 
Turkmenistan completely supports 
the measures on the mitigation of 
the negative socio-economic im-
pacts of the global pandemic. In 
this regard, the initiatives of the 
President of Turkmenistan on the 
establishment of effective mecha-

nisms for joint counteraction to the 
spread of acute infectious diseases 
were highlighted. The importance 
of accelerating the overall coop-
eration was stressed, especially 
in the post-pandemic period. 
At the current session of the Council 
of the Heads of Governments of the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
S t a t e s ,  t h e  a d h e re n c e  o f 
Turkmenistan to the partnership on 
interregional and border coopera-
tion was reiterated. “Turkmenistan 
stands as a firm advocate of 
strengthening and widening this 
segment of partnership”, stated 
the Deputy Chairman of the Cabinet 
of Ministers, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Turkmenistan R.Meredov. 
The key vectors of cooperation for 
the coming period were reflected 
in the relevant documents signed 
upon the results of the session.

Turkmenistan cooperation with the participation of the Commonwealth of Independent States

November 08 1895

H physicist Wilhelm Conrad Röntgen 
(1845-1923) becomes the first 
person to observe X-rays, a sig-
nificant scientific advancement 
that would ultimately benefit 
a variety of fields, most of all 

medicine, by making the invisible visible.
Röntgen’s discovery occurred accidentally in his 
Wurzburg, Germany, lab, where he was testing 
whether cathode rays could pass through glass 
when he noticed a glow coming from a nearby 
chemically coated screen. He dubbed the rays 
that caused this glow X-rays because of their 
unknown nature.-rays are electromagnetic en-
ergy waves that act similarly to light rays, but at 
wavelengths approximately 1,000 times shorter 
than those of light. Röntgen holed up in his lab 
and conducted a series of experiments to bet-
ter understand his discovery. He learned that 
X-rays penetrate human flesh but not higher-
density substances such as bone or lead and 
that they can be photographed.Röntgen’s dis-
covery was labeled a medical miracle and X-rays 
soon became an important diagnostic tool in 
medicine, allowing doctors to see inside the 

human body for the first time without surgery. 
In 1897, X-rays were first used on a military 
battlefield, during the Balkan War, to find bul-
lets and broken bones inside patients. Scientists 
were quick to realize the benefits of X-rays, but 
slower to comprehend the harmful effects of 
radiation. Initially, it was believed X-rays passed 
through flesh as harmlessly as light. However, 
within several years, researchers began to re-
port cases of burns and skin damage after ex-
posure to X-rays, and in 1904, Thomas Edison’s 
assistant, Clarence Dally, who had worked 

extensively with X-rays, died of skin cancer. 
Dally’s death caused some scientists to begin 
taking the risks of radiation more seriously, 
but they still weren’t fully understood. During 
the 1930s, 40s and 50s, in fact, many American 
shoe stores featured shoe-fitting fluoroscopes 
that used X-rays to enable customers to see the 
bones in their feet; it wasn’t until the 1950s 
that this practice was determined to be risky 
business. Wilhelm Röntgen received numerous 
accolades for his work, including the first Nobel 
Prize in physics in 1901.

German scientist discovers X-rays
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Tess Daly’s stunning outfit 
might just be her best yet

 

LONDON
Brace yourselves, because the outfit Tess 
Daly wore on Saturday’s Strictly Come 
Dancing is really something.Taking to the 
stage in a red bespoke Suzanne Neville 
gown, which featured a daring thigh-high 
split, Tess accessorised with bespoke Gina 
shoes and Lark and Berry diamonds. She 
wore her beautiful blonde hair in a low po-
nytail and oozed Hollywood glamour - per-
fect for Movie Week!. Tess teamed her outfit 
with a pair of red-soled Christian Louboutin 
shoes, and needless to say, looked every 
inch the starlet.Tess’s oufit was reminiscent 
of the Everlane jumpsuit Meghan Markle 
sported in 2019 as she attended a royal 
event - but she wore it originally in Vogue. 
And of course, there was the sequinned 
black jumpsuit by Nadine Merabi that Tess 
wore the week prior. Featuring a one-shoul-
der neckline, asymmetric bell sleeve, flared 
trousers and a detachable belt to pull in the 
waist, the piece fit Tess like a glove.And for 
Strictly’s inaugural show, the fashionista 
looked stunning in a 16Arlington strapless 
dress, officially making Dalmatian print one 
of our favourites of the season!VoM

Brian Austin Green is spotted 
running errands in Malibu

NEW YORK
Brian Austin Green stepped out in Malibu on Friday 
after thanking fans for ‘being supportive’ after his 
estranged wife Megan Fox hit out at him on so-
cial media. On Sunday, the actor, 47, had posted a 
Halloween photo with their son Journey, four, in 
it and Megan, 34, accused him of using them for 
clout to look like the ‘eternally dedicated dad of 
the year’.Brian failed to raise a smile as he  headed 
food shopping with the star wearing a black face 
mask with the Rolling Stones logo on the front as 
he headed into the store. The father-of-three kept 
it casual in some dark jeans and a grey t-shirt 
which showed off his many tattoos. The outing 
came after Brian thanked his fans for their sup-
port after estranged wife Megan Fox put him on 
blast for trying to brand her as an ‘absent mother’. 
The Beverly Hills, 90210 actor shared a two-minute 
video to his Instagram Thursday, captioning the 
clip: ‘Wednesday. ‘Life at home while the kids are 
at school: :)’. In the clip he tended to his chickens, 
while telling his followers: ‘I wanted to thank eve-
ryone who’s come on my page and been support-
ive of everything. It’s extremely kind and really 
appreciated.’He went on to talk about the election 
a bit, saying: ‘In the US we’re waiting for the results 
now. biting my nails a lot.’Ending the message, the 
actor reminded people to ‘Be kind to each other. 
love each other.’VoM

Iggy Azalea considers 
starting a YouTube channel

JEDDAH
The 30-year-old rap star has made a string of 
guest appearances on various YouTube chan-
nels in recent months and she’s asked her own 
fans whether they’d now like to see her join the 
video-sharing platform.Iggy - who has a five-
month-old son called Onyx with Playboi Carti 
- wrote on Twitter: “I’ve been enjoying being a 
guest so much on my friends YouTube channels 
that I’m thinking about making my own.“would 
you guys like that idea too? (sic)”The chart-
topping rapper already has more than seven 
million followers on Twitter, as well as 14 mil-
lion followers on Instagram.Iggy developed a 
strong following on YouTube before she was 
even signed by a record label - but she previ-
ously cited the success of her 2014 hit ‘Fancy’ 
as her career-shaping moment.Asked if the sin-
gle changed her life, she explained: “In every 
possible way. Some bad, some good. I can’t walk 
down the street anymore, and I have to be very 
selective when I grocery shop.VoM

Bureau Reuter
LONDON

Manchester City’s bid to regain the 
Premier League title faces a defining 
moment against leaders Liverpool this 
weekend, while Ole Gunnar Solskjaer 
fights to silence the critics as troubled 
Manchester United take on Everton.City 
are already five points behind Liverpool, 
albeit with a game in hand, and can-
not afford to lose to the champions 
at the Etihad Stadium on Sunday.Pep 
Guardiola’s side have allowed Liverpool 
to steal a march on them after winning 
just three of their first six league games.
Although City have won five of their last 
six games in all competitions, including 
a midweek Champions League success 
against Olympiakos, they remain some 
way short of their peak form.Hampered 
by Sergio Aguero’s recurring injury prob-
lems, City have lacked a cutting edge at 
times.Guardiola can take heart from 

the return to fitness of Brazilian striker 
Gabriel Jesus, who came off the bench to 
score against Olympiakos.Acknowledging 
the significance of the Liverpool match to 
City’s title hopes, Jesus said: “It’s a very 
important game for us. It’s a direct con-
frontation against the leader of the table.”
Jesus added: “We need to be very focused, 
especially playing at home. We need to 
play our way and try to win the game. 
We need to win those three points if we 
want to aspire to win the Premier League 
again.”While City have made a splutter-
ing start, Liverpool appear back to their 
best despite the absence of key defender 
Virgil van Dijk.Klopp has been forced to 
alternate between inexperienced young-
sters Rhys Williams and Nat Phillips as 
Joe Gomez’s partner in central defense, 
but the Liverpool machine is still running 
smoothly.Jurgen Klopp’s team have won 
five games in all competitions and con-
ceded just two goals since Van Dijk suf-

fered the serious knee injury that is likely 
to rule him out for the rest of the season.
Liverpool, one point clear of second 
placed Leicester, crushed Atalanta 5-0 
in the Champions League in midweek 
thanks to in-form Diogo Jota’s hat-trick. 
“We are not a team of only one player. The 
last weeks have been difficult times be-
cause we have lost some important play-
ers in our team, but now we have many 
coming back as well,” Liverpool keeper 
Alisson Becker said.

Bureau  Report
ISLAMABAD

Skipper Babar Azam smashed a robust 
half-century to lead Pakistan’s six-wicket 
rout of Zimbabwe in the first Twenty20 
international in Rawalpindi on Saturday.
Azam proved yet again why he is one 
of the top batsmen in white-ball cricket 
with an attractive 55-ball 82 to anchor 
Pakistan’s chase of a modest 157-run 
target in 18.5 overs.The win gives 
Pakistan a 1-0 lead in the three-match 
series and a 12th straight win over 
Zimbabwe in all Twenty20 interna-
tional cricket.Wesley Madhevere struck 
a maiden half-century to lead Zimbabwe 
to 156-6 after they won the toss and bat-
ted.Azam, determined to regain his place 
as Twenty20’s top batsman -- which 
he lost to England’s Dawid Malan two 
months ago -- punched nine boundaries 
and a six during his 80-run stand for the 
third wicket with Mohammad Hafeez, 

who made 36.Azam was finally caught 
in the 17th over, as was Hafeez in the 
19th, but the target was never beyond 
Pakistan.Paceman Blessing Muzarabani 
finished with 2-26.Zimbabwe, who upset 
Pakistan in the third one-day interna-
tional at the end of their 2-1 loss in the 
preceding series, were never able to 
stop Azam’s free-flowing stroke play 
despite dismissing Fakhar Zaman (19) 
and Haider Ali (seven) by the eighth 
over.Earlier, Zimbabwe added 46 in 
the last five overs with Madhevere in 
the lead.Madhevere, the 20-year-old 
right-hander, struck a 48-ball 70 not 
out with nine boundaries and a six 
to help Zimbabwe post a respectable 
total.Madhevere, who had only four 
runs in his previous two Twenty20 ap-
pearances, added 34 runs for the sixth 
wicket with Elton Chigumbura, who 
made a 13-ball 21 with a six and two 
boundaries.Sean Williams (25) and 

Brendan Taylor (20) were the other con-
tributors.For Pakistan, pacemen Haris 
Rauf and Wahab Riaz took two wickets 
apiece.Pakistan gave a Twenty20 inter-
national debut to 27-year-old spinner 
Usman Qadir, son of the great Abdul 
Qadir, who died last year. The teams will 
meet again at the same venue on Sunday 
and Tuesday.

Power minister says new renewable 

energy policy will bring opportunities 

for investors
Bureau Report
ISLAMABAD

Form the outlook of the country’s energy mar-
ket under the new Alternative and Renewable 
Energy Policy, said Minister for Energy Omar 
Ayub on Friday.During a meeting with Denmark 
Ambassador to Pakistan Lis Rosenholm, the 
two sides discussed the emerging market in the 
energy sector and business opportunities in 
view of the newly approved alternative energy 
policy.Acknowledging Denmark’s leading role 
in clean and green energy at the global level, 
the minister said Pakistan too had embarked 
on a plan of tapping the huge domestic po-
tential of renewable energy.Ayub emphasised 
that Pakistan’s new renewable energy policy 
would bring opportunities for investors due to 
transparent policies of the government. He said 
that the government had set ambitious targets 
to introduce 25% renewable energy by 2025 
and 30% by the end of 2030.The share of hydel 
power generation in the energy mix would be 
45% and the share of nuclear energy would 
be 10%. Explaining the investment potential 
of Pakistan’s power sector, the minister said 

that the government would induct renewable 
energy-based power plants through an open 
and transparent competitive bidding process, 
which would lower the cost of electricity pro-
duction.He told the envoy that the govern-
ment had prepared the Indicative Generation 
Capacity Expansion Plan (IGCEP) 2047 for a 
competitive market structure, generation, 
transmission system upgrade, smart AMI and 
modernisation of the distribution system. The 

minister was of the view that reduced elec-
tricity cost for industries and establishment 
of Special Economic Zones (SEZs) would help 
boost economic activities in Pakistan besides 
creating thousands of new jobs.The Danish 
ambassador, while appreciating the govern-
ment’s commitment to raising the share of re-
newable energy, said that the new policy was 
more transparent as it provided a level playing 
field for all.

Bureau Report
Beijing

China exports growth quickened to its 
highest in 19 months in October, while 
imports also showed solid growth, official 
data showed on Saturday, as the world’s 
second largest economy continued a re-
covery from the initial impact of the coro-
navirus crisis earlier this year.Exports in 
October rose 11.4% from a year earlier, 
beating analysts’ expectations of a 9.3% 
increase and quickening from a solid 9.9% 
increase in September.China’s exports have 
stayed largely resilient amid the COVID-19 
global pandemic, as strong demand for 
medical supplies and reduced manufactur-
ing capacity elsewhere worked in China’s 
favour.Factory activity accelerated at the 
fastest pace in nearly a decade in October, 
a private survey showed, although the of-
ficial survey pointed to some slowdown 
in the expansion. However, analysts say 
China’s robust trade performance could 
come under pressure in coming months, 

as major European economies, including 
France, Germany and the United Kingdom, 
went back into lockdown as a second wave 
of coronavirus cases gathered strength. 
Imports rose 4.7% year-on-year in October, 
slower than September’s 13.2% growth, 
and underperforming expectations in a 
Reuters poll for a 9.5% increase, but still 

marking a second straight month of growth.
The surge in exports pushed the trade 
surplus for October up to $58.44 billion, 
compared with the poll’s forecast for a $46 
billion surplus and a $37 billion surplus in 
September.China’s trade surplus with the 
United States widened to $31.37 billion in 
October from $30.75 billion in September.

China Oct exports jump 11.4% year on year, highest in 19 months

EasyJet scales back 
flying capacity due 

to lockdowns
Bureaau Report

LONDON
British airline easyJet said recently 

announced lockdowns in England, 
Germany and France had forced it to 
scale back its reduced flying sched-
ule to no more than 20 percent of 
capacity.The low level of travel due 
to the coronavirus disease pan-
demic is putting increasing strain 
on the airline’s finances. It also 
said on Friday that it had raised 
cash of £131 million ($171.99 mil-
lion) from a sale and leaseback deal 
of 11 aircraft.EasyJet’s 20 percent 
capacity guidance for the rest of 
the year is lower than the 25 per-
cent plan laid out in October, as a 
surge in the virus has brought new 
restrictions. At 20 percent, its plan 
is behind bigger competitor Ryanair 
which is aiming for 40 percent.The 
worsening outlook for travel is forc-
ing easyJet to try to strengthen its 
balance sheet.The latest aircraft 
deal comes on top of the £900 mil-
lion it has already raised so far that 
way this year, and the airline said 
it could do more. After the deals, 
it continues to own 141 aircraft 
or 41 percent of its fleet. “EasyJet 
will continue to review its liquidity 
position on a regular basis and will 
continue to assess further funding 
options, including those that exist 
in the robust sale and leaseback 
market,” the company said in its 
statement.Investors are expecting 
easyJet to announce its full-year re-
sults later this month which should 
contain more details on its financial 
position. 

Bureau Report
ISTANBULTurkey has not done enough policy 

tightening to support its lira, which tumbled 
to another record low on Friday, and the 
country’s FX reserves and external financ-
ing remain potential weak spots, accord-
ing to Fitch Ratings’ key analyst.Douglas 
Winslow, the agency’s primary Turkey ana-
lyst, told Reuters further pressure from the 
currency, double-digit inflation and depleted 
FX reserves “would significantly increase 
the chances” of a formal interest rate hike 
by year end.The lira slid as much as 1.7 per-
cent to a record low of 8.56 versus the dollar, 
despite the greenback’s weakness as votes 
were still being counted in Tuesday’s tight 
US election.Turkey’s bilateral ties could suf-
fer if Democrat Joe Biden continues to gain 
ground and becomes US president, adding 
more pressure on the lira that has dropped 
some 30 percent this year and nearly 10 per-
cent in the past two weeks alone.The Turkish 
central bank raised rates to 10.25 percent in 
September and could tighten again to head 
off the depreciation and address inflation 
stuck around 12 percent.Yet the tightening 
of credit in recent months “has been insuf-

ficient to reverse the downward trend in the 
lira and (to a less extent) in foreign exchange 
reserves,” Winslow, a director on Fitch’s 
sovereign team, said in an email. Turkey 
is rated “junk” by the big three sovereign 
agencies. While Fitch’s rating of BB- is the 
highest, it revised the outlook to “negative” 
from “stable” in August citing depleted FX 
reserves and weak monetary policy credibil-
ity.Winslow said the central bank has “lim-
ited independence” from political pressure 
for lower rates and “a track record of being 
slow to respond to events,” raising the risk 
that too-loose policy stokes external imbal-
ances and market instability.Yet he was more 
sanguine for now about two main triggers for 
a possible ratings downgrade: The lira has 
not caused “severe stresses” in the external 
financing position of banks or corporates; 
and the trend in FX reserves “has become 
somewhat less negative,” he said.The cen-
tral bank’s net FX reserves fell to $16.8 bil-
lion last month, the lowest since 2004, from 
$41.1 billion at the end of 2019. Adding to 
the lira’s woes, Turks’ holdings of foreign 
currencies and gold hit a record $221 bil-
lion last month.Analysts say Turkey-US ties 

could strain further if Biden is elected and 
as expected toughens the US stance against 
Ankara’s military interventions abroad and 
its crackdown on dissent at home.“To dif-
ferentiate his administration from Trump’s, 
Biden would pay more than lip service to 
things like human rights, rule of law and 
democracy. That will be the real pressure 
on Turkey,” said Soli Ozel, lecturer on inter-
national relations at Kadir Has University in 
Istanbul.

Fitch sees growing risk as Turkish lira hits new low

Bureau Report
TOKYO

An international gymnastics competition in Tokyo must suc-
ceed with thorough measures against coronavirus infections as 
“a model” for the delayed Olympic Games, star athlete Kohei 
Uchimura said Saturday.Sunday’s competition will feature 
teams from Japan, the United States, Russia and China, and is 
the first major international sporting event in the Japanese 
capital since Tokyo 2020 was postponed in March.“For the sake 
of the Olympics, I think this competition must be successful no 
matter what,” Uchimura told reporters.“I think we can make it 
become a model for good Olympics by reporting neither infected 
patients nor injuries,” said “King Kohei”, a three-time Olympic 
gold medallist.The gymnastics meet comes with Tokyo 2020 and 
Japanese government officials poring over plans for coronavi-
rus countermeasures in a bid to show they can host next year’s 
Games even if a vaccine is not available or widely in use.Japan 
Sports Agency chief Koji Murofushi has described the one-day 
event as a “litmus test” of its ability to hold sports events dur-
ing the pandemic.According to Uchimura, anti-virus measures 
taken by gymnastic organisers are “more than sufficient”.“But 
doing too much is just appropriate,” he added.Foreign athletes 
arriving for the competition were required to test negative for 
the coronavirus within 72 hours of their arrival in Japan, but 
have had a two-week quarantine period waived.They travelled 
to Japan by charter planes and were separated from other pas-
sengers at the airport on arrival.All athletes are required to take 
tests every day and their movement is limited to the competition 
arena, practice venues and hotels, where each delegation has an 
entire floor.Uchimura tested positive for the virus last week, but 
several subsequent follow-up tests were negative and he has 
been cleared to take part in Sunday’s event.

Pakistan, Denmark discuss energy sector outlook

Manchester City face Liverpool showdown

‘Gymnastics event will be model 
for Olympics’

Pakistan wins first T20 against Zimbabwe
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SHANGHAI/TOKYO/LONDON/NEW YORK
Global stock markets edged higher and 
the dollar sank to a two-month low on 
Friday as investors awaited final vote 
processing in the U.S. presidential elec-
tion that showed Joe Biden on the verge 
of winning the White House. Treasury 
yields rose on better-than-expected Oc-
tober employment data, while oil prices 
slid below $40 a barrel as new lock-
downs in Europe to halt the surging CO-
VID-19 pandemic dimmed the demand 
outlook. MSCI’s all-country world stock 
index rose 0.19% to 592.5, adding to a 
week-long rally that has seen the bench-
mark for global equity markets advance 
more than 7%. The index is on course 
for its best week in nearly seven months. 
In Europe, the broad pan-regional FTS-
Eurofirst 300 index dropped 0.12% to 
1,418.13. Biden took the lead over Presi-
dent Donald Trump in the battleground 
states of Pennsylvania and Georgia for 
the first time on Friday, but Georgia or-
dered a recount that could lead to a long 
period of uncertainty, which markets 
dislike. The surge in coronavirus cases, 
both in Europe and the United States, 
put a damper on the recovery outlook 
and investor enthusiasm that had em-
braced a scenario of Republicans retain-
ing control of the Senate during a Biden 

administration. “The market perhaps 
is starting to cheer there being some 
certainty to the election,” said Subadra 
Rajappa, head of U.S. rates strategy at 
Societe Generale in New York. “There 
was some skittishness to the bond mar-
ket when elections were too close to call. 
So the risk premium associated with 
a prolonged election uncertainty gets 
priced out,” Rajappa said. Wall Street’s 
main stock indexes gave back some of 
this week’s sharp gains. The Dow Jones 
Industrial Average fell 0.18%, the S&P 
500 lost 0.08% and the Nasdaq Com-
posite dropped 0.18%. Michael Englund, 
chief economist at Action Economics in 
Boulder, Colorado, said the U.S. unem-
ployment report raised the prospect for 
fourth-quarter growth, putting upward 

pressure on bond yields. The 10-year 
U.S. Treasury note’s yield rose 4.7 basis 
points to 0.8185%. The U.S. unemploy-
ment rate fell to a lower-than-expected 
6.9% from 7.9% in September, while 
growth in private payrolls blew past 
the consensus estimate, adding 906,000 
jobs, especially in the hard hit leisure 
and entertainment sector. “Overall, it 
was a very encouraging report. The job 
market is pretty broadly recovering and 
recovering better than most forecast-
ers have expected,” said Russell Price, 
chief economist at Ameriprise Finan-
cial Services Inc in Troy, Michigan. But 
a 638,000 increase in nonfarm payrolls 
was the smallest gain since a jobs recov-
ery started in May, a sign the economy 
still needed stimulus. Italy’s 10-year 
yield hit a record low of 0.603% on ex-
pectations of further stimulus. With 
COVID-19 raging in the United States 
and parts of Europe, many investors as-
sume more central bank stimulus is in-
evitable. The Bank of England expanded 
its asset purchase scheme on Thursday, 
while the Federal Reserve kept its mon-
etary policy loose and pledged to do 
whatever it takes to sustain a U.S. eco-
nomic recovery. The European Central 
Bank is widely expected to announce 
more stimulus next month. Reuters

Several officials say 
ousted governor held 

responsible for nosedive 
of lira, worst performer 

in emerging markets
ANKARA/ ISTANBUL

Turkish President Tayyip Er-
dogan fired central bank gov-
ernor Murat Uysal on Saturday 
and replaced him with ex-fi-
nance minister Naci Agbal, act-
ing after a 30% plunge in the 
lira currency’s value to record 
lows this year. The decision to 
replace Murat Uysal gives Tur-
key its fourth central bank gov-
ernor in five years and could 
stoke longstanding criticism 
about political interference in 
monetary policy. The presi-
dential decree was announced 
in the early hours Saturday in 
Turkey’s Official Gazette and 
gave no reason for the sur-
prise move. But several officials 
close to the matter said Uysal 
was held responsible for the 
nosedive of the lira, the worst 

performer in emerging mar-
kets this year. “The rise in the 
exchange rate really exceeded 
expectations very rapidly. Some 
steps were expected to have an 
impact, but that didn’t happen,” 
one senior official said. Ana-
lysts said that while Agbal is a 
close Erdogan ally, he is seen as 
a capable manager who could 
take a more orthodox approach 
to policy. That could ease con-
cerns that have driven Turks to 
snap up hard currencies at re-
cord levels. “Uysal’s leadership 
had been utterly disastrous. 
Agbal cannot be worse, surely. 
He had a reputation as a de-
cent technocrat,” Timothy Ash 
at BlueBay Asset Management 

said on Twitter. “Agbal is actual-
ly qualified for the job.” The lira 
has continued to slide on con-
cerns over the central bank’s 
depleted FX reserves, negative 
real rates, monetary indepen-
dence, and the risk of Western 
sanctions over Turkish foreign 
and defence policies. Analysts 
also fear US-Turkish relations 
may come under more strain 
if Democrat Joe Biden defeats 
President Donald Trump in last 
Tuesday’s closely fought elec-
tion, where the vote count has 
not been completed but is tilt-
ing Biden’s way. Turkey, a G20 
country and the largest econo-
my in the Middle East, roared 
back from a recession last year 
on the back of surging domestic 
lending and state support for 
the lira - until it was hit hard 
by the Covid-19 pandemic. Er-
dogan had appointed then-dep-
uty governor Uysal to head the 
central bank in July 2019 after 
sacking predecessor Murat Ce-
tinkaya, saying the bank had 
not cut interest rates to boost 
the economy. Reuters

UNITED NATIONS  
As the coronavirus pandemic continues to 
disrupt immunization services worldwide, 
the World Health Organization (WHO) and 
UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) on Friday 
jointly issued a call for emergency action to 
avert major measles and polio epidemics. 
According to the two UN agencies, immuniza-
tion rates in some countries have fallen by as 
much as 50 per cent, with people unable to 
access health services because of lockdown 
and transport disruptions, or unwillingness 
due to fear of contracting COVID-19. Polio and 
measles vaccination campaigns, designed to 
fill gaps in essential services, also had to be 
paused to prevent possible infection of health 
workers and communities, while protection 
measures were put in place. “COVID-19 has 
had a devastating effect on health services 
and in particular immunization services, 
worldwide,” Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
Director-General of WHO, said in a state-
ment. “But unlike with COVID, we have the 
tools and knowledge to stop diseases such as 
polio and measles. What we need are the re-
sources and commitments to put these tools 
and knowledge into action,” he added. “If we 
do that, children’s lives will be saved.” WHO 

and UNICEF estimate that about $655 million 
are needed to address dangerous immunity 
gaps in middle-income countries, which are 
not eligible for Gavi assistance. Of that figure, 
$400 million are needed to support polio out-
break response over 2020-2021, and $255 
million to prepare for, prevent and respond to 
measles outbreaks over the next three years. 
Issuing an urgent call to action, the two UN 
agencies warned that if left unchecked, the sit-
uation posed an “increasingly high risk of ex-
plosive outbreaks and potentially further in-
ternational spread of both polio and measles.” 
Henrietta Fore, Executive Director of UNICEF, 
said that the world “cannot allow” the fight 
against one deadly disease – COVID-19 – to 
impact the fight against other diseases. “Ad-
dressing the global COVID-19 pandemic is 
critical. However, other deadly diseases also 
threaten the lives of millions of children in 
some of the poorest areas of the world. That 
is why today we are urgently calling for global 
action from country leaders, donors and part-
ners,” she said. “We need additional financial 
resources to safely resume vaccination cam-
paigns and prioritize immunization systems 
that are critical to protect children and avert 
other epidemics besides COVID-19.” Reuters

ISLAMABAD
The first batch of cherries is expected to export from Paki-
stan to China next year, said Li Wei, business represen-
tative of Huazhilong International Trading Private Ltd. 
Pakistan.“Pakistani cherries are really good, including sweet-
ness and quality. China can provide technical assistance to 
manage orchards, while Pakistan can provide workers, so 
that both sides can achieve win-win cooperation,” he in an 
interview with the CEN at the third China International Im-
port Expo (CIIE) being held in east China’s Shanghai. Previ-
ously, media reported that export of Pakistani cherries has 
been hindered by cold chain management, market informa-
tion system, packaging and processing facilities. Li Wei said 
that to tackle the problem of cherry fruit fly, 60-70 degree hot 
water bath treatment and the following cold storage is a solu-
tion. Now as cold chain technology lags behind in Pakistan, 
we will develop it and strive to solve it next year. Referring to 
why he embarked on export business of agricultural products 
from Pakistan, Li Wei said the general manager of the com-
pany visited Pakistan by chance and found that there was 
a great business opportunity for the export of agricultural 
products from Pakistan to China. Therefore, in the second 
half of 2018, 24 tons of mango were exported from Pakistan 
to China and sold out in Xinfadi, a large wholesale market of 
fruits, vegetables, and meat for Beijing. “It was the first to en-
ter Beijing by air cargo transport from Lahore.” This year, the 
company was officially registered in Pakistan. According to Li 

Wei, Pakistani mango is comparable to those from Australia 
and the Philippines. The price is more expensive than do-
mestic mango, Pakistani mango is better in terms of variety, 
appearance, and quality, among others. The sugar content of 
ripe mango can reach 22.68%. “It tastes best at 75% – 80% 
maturity,” he added. There is seasonal difference in the mar-
keting of Pakistani mango in China. “The mango season in 
Pakistan starts from August 20 to November 20, while there 
are almost no mangoes in southern China in November. Paki-
stani mango can extend the mango season by two months 
compared with Chinese mango. It has a time advantage,” Li 
Wei explained. The mango orchard adopts the cooperation 
mode between China and Pakistan. “Chinese side provides 
technology and sends technical staff in fields of inorganic 
fertilizer, bagging, picking, disinfection, transportation. VoM

Dr. Nishtar convenes 
Ehsaas Governance 

Observatory meeting 
to track the policy 

compliance

ISLAMABAD
Federal Minister for National Food Security 
and Research Syed Fakhar Imam said on Sat-
urday that Kashmiris people craving to unite 
with the Pakistan had always disregarded 
by successive Indian government. The only 
demand of the Kashmiris is to get the right 
to self-determination in accordance with 
UN resolutions so that they can decide for 
their future; he said this while talking in the 
current affairs program of Radio Pakistan. 
He appreciated the courage and motiva-
tion of brave Kashmiris that despite the use 
of pallet guns and cluster bombs by Indian 
forces against them. “The Kashmiris have 
not stepped back an inch from the demand 
of their fundamental right”. In meanwhile 
the UN Secretary General has urged India to 
respect human rights in IIOJ&K. Moreover, 
UNSC held three meetings on Kashmir is-
sue after a gap of over 50 years. He further 
said the Indian government wants to change 
the demography of the valley by settling 
outsiders there, but it will never be easy for 
the fascist government to do it easily. VoM

SLAMABAD
Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Social Protec-
tion and Poverty Alleviation, Dr. Sania Nishtar on Satur-
day convened a meeting with the officials of relevant de-
partments to monitor compliance to Ehsaas Governance 
and Integrity Policy and track progress. Chairing the 
meeting, Dr. Sania said, “The meeting is part of regular 
Ehsaas reviews to assess status of compliance and prog-
ress against the Governance and Integrity Policy baseline 
before final one-year stock take that will be conducted in
Dec 2020.” She continued, “Implementation of the 
Ehsaas Governance Policy and Observatory is under-
way since last year. Since the roll out of the governance 
policy and observatory, the Ehsaas entities have shown 
improvements in the execution of the governance re-
forms and we are trying to make their systems as robust 
as possible. Transparency and integrity is at the heart 
of policy and observatory.” In November 2019, Poverty 
Alleviations and Social Safety Division (PASSD)formally 
began the execution of the Ehsaas Governance and In-
tegrity Policy and Observatory, following its approval 
by the Cabinet. The policy is premised to ensure that 
organizations involved in delivery of welfare are effec-
tive and responsive to the needs of the disadvantaged 
populations. The Governance Observatory assists as 
an execution and tracking instrument for the Ehsaas 
Governance and Integrity Policy and it engages all an-
cillary organizations to adhere to the Ehsaas values 
and principles in their true essence. To drive forward a 
transparency and integrity revolution, the policy stipu-
lates a range of measures around how governing board 
should operate, which policies and legal instruments 
are critical, and the significance of conflict of interest 
and whistleblowing. It also outlines the organizational 
framework to reinforce integrity through risk manage-
ment and assurance, maintenance of risk registers, ap-
pointment of accountability officers; error, fraud and 
corruption frameworks, IT security systems, solidifica-
tion of financial and fiduciary systems, procurement 
systems, access to information, electronic filing, devel-
opment of workplans, and creation of credible data sets. 
Also, the policy strongly aims to abolish discretionary 
powers. The policy also specifies that by the end of four 
years, PASSD will strive to use block chain technology 
driven systems to safeguard data transparency and in-
tegrity particularly for the registration of assets, verifi-
cation of identity and the tracking of transactions. VoM

MIRPUR  
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi met Punjab Chief Minister 
Sardar Usman Buzdar at his office 
on Friday and discussed political 
situation and South Punjab sec-
retariat issues. Member National 
Assembly Zain Qureshi was also 
present during the meeting. They 
strongly condemned opposition’s 
campaign of defaming the institu-
tions and expressed the commit-
ment that every conspiracy would 
be countered and no compromise 
would be made on the respect of 
state institutions. Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi asserted that the gov-
ernment would continue to stand 
with the institutions and those 
engaged in a tirade against the 
institutions were not loyal to the 
nation. The opposition was trying 
to achieve its negative objectives 
by making the institutions contro-
versial, he added. He said the es-
tablishment of south Punjab sec-
retariat was an important step by 
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-insaf (PTI) 
government as the people of south 
Punjab had been befooled in the 

past through hollow slogans. The 
past rulers used the funds meant 
for south Punjab’s development in 
their constituencies. The people 
of south Punjab had rejected those 
who deceived them in the name 
of development, he added. The 
PTI has been given a clean man-
date in south Punjab and it would 
come up to the expectations of 
the people. The government was 
fulfilling the promises made with 
the people of south Punjab as the 
south Punjab secretariat was pro-
viding prompt relief to the locals, 
he added. Chief Minister Usman 
Buzdar emphasised that the in-
stitutions were respectable for all 
and it was deplorable that those 
were being tarnished under a spe-
cific agenda. Those trying to cre-
ate chaos in the country were, in 
fact, following the enemy’s agenda 
and the opposition could not be-
fool people now. He said secretar-
ies of different departments were 
providing services to the people 
through the platform of south 
Punjab secretariat. The secretar-

iat had been empowered finan-
cially as well as administratively. 
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi says increase in foreign 
exchange amidst coronavirus pan-
demic reflects overseas Pakistan-
is’ trust in the economic policies 
of the current government. Talk-
ing to Governor State Bank Reza 
Baqir in Islamabad on Friday, he 
said continuation of GSP Plus sta-
tus for Pakistan by the European 
Union, appreciation of rupee and 
other economic indicators signify 
that we are heading towards the 
right direction. The Minister said 
Pakistani ambassadors are intro-
ducing investment opportunities 
in Pakistan and the government’s 
business friendly policies across 
the world through economic di-
plomacy. He expressed the con-
fidence that the government will 
soon overcome the economic chal-
lenges facing the country. Reza 
Baqir briefed the Foreign Minis-
ter on the performance of SBP, 
increase in foreign exchange and 
other economic indicators. VoM
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November 6,1947 
remains as a blot on 

humanity: President AJK
ISLAMABAD

President Azad Jammu and Kashmir Sardar 
Masood Khan on Friday said on November 
6, remains a blot on humanity, as 73 years 
ago on this day, tens of thousands of men, 
women and even children were callously 
butchered for demanding freedom and lib-
erty. On this day and in the months of Octo-
ber and November 1947, the Dogra Army, 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh and the 
Indian National Army massacred 237,000 
Muslims,” he said while talking to PTV. 
Referring to frightening killings carried 
out by extremist Hindus and RSS goons, 
aided and abetted by the forces of Maha-
raja Hari Singh and Indian National Army, 
the president said it was the first genocide 
after the Second World War on such a mas-
sive scale. “From November 4 to 6, Muslim 
population of Jammu, Kathua, Udhampur 
and Reasi were viciously targeted. Tens of 
thousands of people were duped into be-
lieving that they were being transported 
to Pakistan but near Sanba, at the Jammu 
Sialkot Road, they were all butchered,” 
he said. He said that Muslims in Jammu 
were first disarmed, and then killed by 
marauding hordes in their homes, in the 
streets and on the roads. Their houses 
were burnt and businesses destroyed 
as a result of which 61 per cent Muslim 
population in Jammu was reduced to 33 
per cent. Replying to a question, he said 
Pakistan’s need to expedite its political 
and diplomatic efforts to make them effec-
tive for highlighting Indian atrocities and 
barbarism which it had adopted against 
innocent people of Kashmir. He said that 
The Times of London, at that time, veri-
fied that 237,000 Muslims were extermi-
nated in Jammu. The editor of the States-
men, Ian Stephen, in his book Horned 
Moon, confirmed the murder of more than 
200,000 Muslims in Jammu and historian 
Horace Alexander confirmed consent of 
the State authorities for these operations. 
” We will not rest on our oars until we 
win freedom for Kashmiris and the mis-
sion of Jammu martyrs is accomplished,” 
he said. The AJK president said that India 
had started vicious terrorism in 1947, and 
since then the Kashmiri people are being 
killed for demanding their inalienable 
right of freedom and living in dignity. VoM




