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Those who fight corruption 
should be clean themselves.

Presiden Russia

Vladimir putin

Talks between protesting farmers and 
Indian government fail again

UN chief welcomes continuing ceasefire over Nagorno-
Karabakh

The Asian Telegraph

Pakistan reaffirms its 
commitment to co-

operate in efforts to 
counter-terrorism

LAHORE
Pakistan’s Permanent Represen-
tative to the United Nations Mu-
nir Akram held a meeting with 
Executive Director of the Coun-
ter-Terrorism Committee of Se-
curity Council Michèle Coninsx 
in New York.They discussed ar-
eas of common interest and re-
affirmed their commitment to 
close cooperation in the efforts 
of counter-terrorism. Speaking 
on the occasion, Munir Akram 
said Pakistan looks forward to 
working closely with UNCTED 
and strengthening bilateral co-
operation. Pakistan reemerged 
as an important country in the 
United States geo-strategic cal-
culus to counter terror in the re-
gion following the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks on the US. Pakistan has 
essentially focused on augment-
ing and enhancing Pakistan’s 
counterterrorism capabilities in 
the military and the civilian sec-
tors. While major attention has 
beenGiven to military coopera-
tion along the Pakistan-Afghan-
istan border. VoM

UAE target of cyberattacks after Israel deal, official says
Bureau Reporter

DUBAI
T h e  U n i t e d  A r a b 

Emirates was the target 
o f  c y b e r - a t t a c k s  a f t e r 
establ ishing formal  t ies 
w i t h  I s r a e l ,  t h e  G u l f 
Arab state ’s  cybersecu-
rity head said on Sunday. 
The UAE in August broke 
w i t h  d e c a d e s  o f  A ra b 
p o l i c y  w h e n  i t  a g re e d 
to forge t ies  with Israel 
in  a  move that  angered 
Pa l e s t i n i a n s  a n d  s o m e 
Muslim states  and com-
munities.  The number of 
cyber-attacks in the UAE 
increased sharply  af ter 
the start  of  the corona-
virus pandemic.  The UAE 
in August broke with dec-
ades of  Arab policy when 
i t  a g re e d  to  fo rg e  t i e s 
with Israel  in a move that 
angered Palestinians and 
some Muslim states and 
c o m m u n i t i e s .  B a h r a i n 
and Sudan have followed 
suit .  “Our  re lat ionship , 

fo r  e xa m p l e ,  w i t h  t h e 
normalization with Israel 
re a l ly  o p e n e d  a  wh o l e 
huge attacks from some 
o t h e r  a c t iv i s t s  a ga i n s t 
t h e  U A E ,”  M o h a m e d 
H a m a d  A l - Kuwa i t i  s a i d 
during an onstage inter-
view at  a  conference in 
Dubai .  Kuwait i  said  the 
f inancial  sector was tar-
geted but did not elabo-
rate .  He  d id  not  say  i f 
any of  the attacks were 
s u c c e s s f u l  o r  p r o v i d e 

detai ls  on who the per-
petrators  were.  He also 
told the conference that 
t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c y b e r -
a t t a c ks  i n  t h e  UA E  i n -
creased sharply after the 
start  of  the coronavirus 
pandemic .  Kuwait i  sa id 
t ra d i t i o n a l ly  m a ny  a t -
tacks in the region origi-
nate  from Iran,  without 
specifying who is  behind 
them. Iran has also said 
that it  has been a victim 
of  hacking.  Reuters

Thousands of farmers are 
protesting reforms that they say 
could devastate crop prices and 

reduce their earnings
ISLAMABAD

The Indian government and protesting 
farmers were unable to break their deadlock 
in talks on Saturday, with the farmers saying 
they will intensify their demonstrations against 
new agriculture laws and continue blocking 
key highways on the outskirts of the capital. 
Protest leaders rejected the government’s offer 
to amend some contentious provisions of the 
new farm laws, which deregulate crop pricing, 
and stuck to the demand for total repeal. The 
two sides will meet for further discussions on 
Wednesday. Thousands of farmers are protest-
ing reforms that they say could devastate crop 
prices and reduce their earnings. They have 
blocked highways on the outskirts of New Delhi 
for the last 10 days. The farmers say the laws 
will lead the government to stop buying grain 
at minimum guaranteed prices and result in ex-
ploitation by corporations that will push down 
prices. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s govern-
ment insists the reforms will benefit farmers. 
It says they will allow farmers to market their 
produce and boost production through private 
investment. But farmers say they were never 
consulted. Saturday’s talks between Agriculture 
Minister Narendra Singh Tomar and 35 farmer 

leaders were the fifth since the laws were 
passed in September. Halfway through the talks, 
farmer leaders held placards asking the govern-
ment to answer “yes” or “no” to their demand 
for repealing new farm laws. The farmers are 
camping along at least five major highways on 
the outskirts of the capital and have said they 
won’t leave until the government rolls back 
what they call the “black laws.” The protesting 
farmers on Saturday also announced a nation-
wide strike for Tuesday. They said they would 
intensify their agitation and occupy toll pla-
zas across the country on the strike day if the 
government didn’t abolish the laws. Farmers 
have been protesting the laws for nearly two 
months in Punjab and Haryana states. The 
situation escalated last week when tens of 
thousands marched to New Delhi, where they 
clashed with police. The laws add to already 
existing resentment from farmers, who often 
complain of being ignored by the government 
in their push for better crop prices, additional 
loan waivers and irrigation systems to guaran-
tee water during dry spells. With nearly 60% 
of the Indian population depending on agricul-
ture for their livelihoods, the growing farmer 
rebellion has rattled Modi’s administration and 
allies. Many opposition party leaders, activists 
and even some allies of Modi’s party have called 
the laws anti-farmer and expressed support for 
those protesting. APP

Pakistan’s political, 
military leadership is 

vigilant and clear vis-a-
vis national security and 

stability: Analysts
Negotiated settlement of the Kashmir 

dispute is imperative for regional peace
ISLAMAbAD

India’s policies are not based on reality as it is 
demonstrating irresponsible and childish be-
havior while threatening Pakistan. Pakistan’s 
armed forces are capable enough to give a befit-
ting response to India’s belligerence attitude and 
aggression along the Line of Control. India’s war 
hysteria is posing a serious threat to regional 
peace and stability. The BJP is a Hindu extrem-
ist party, which wants to dominate all other 
minorities living in India. International commu-
nity should take notice of massive human rights 
violations committed by Indian troops in Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir. Modi 
has just promoted jingoism and hyper nation-
alism in India. Pakistan’s national policy is very 
balanced, economy centric and peaceful. Paki-
stan’s political and military leadership is vigilant 
and clear enough as far as national security and 
stability are concerned. Negotiated settlement 
of the Kashmir dispute is imperative for regional 
peace. Kashmir is a disputed issue and not an 
internal matter of India. Kashmir is Jugular vein 
of Pakistan and hearts of all Pakistanis beat with 
the Kashmiris brethren.  Kashmir issue should 
be resolved in lines with the wishes and aspi-
rations of the people of Kashmir and United 
Nations’ Security Council’s resolutions. The re-
cent resolution passed by the OIC on Kashmir 
has vindicated Pakistan’s stance at global level. 
India cannot succeed in its efforts to suppress 
Kashmir freedom struggle through use of brute 
force. India is talking about resolution of Kash-
mir issue peacefully on one hand, but commit-
ting the worst atrocities in Occupied Kashmir on 
the other hand. Pakistan is a peace-loving nation 
and wants to promote peaceful relations with all 
neighbouring countries.  India is habitual of lev-
eling baseless allegations against Pakistan. VoM

Violence is the main hurdle for peace, 
the first demand of the people of Af-

ghanistan is the reduction of violence, 
and a permanent ceasefire

KABUL
Addressing the first meeting of Afghanistan’s High Council 

for National Reconciliation on Saturday, the government’s 
chief negotiator, Dr. Abdullah Abdullah, said that Kabul 
wanted to engage in serious negotiations with the Taliban, 
calling the recent escalation in violence the main obstacle 
for peace in the country. “We are ready to fully engage with 
the Taliban to discuss all issues,” Dr. Abdullah said. “Violence 
is the main hurdle for peace … the first demand of the peo-
ple of Afghanistan is the reduction of violence, and a per-
manent ceasefire.” Other members of the council, including 
President Ashraf Ghani, stressed the need for unity and 
consensus among political leaders in moving the peace ef-
forts forward. On Wednesday, Taliban and Kabul-appointed 
negotiators broke the stalemate in the intra-Afghan talks and 
agreed on a mechanism for the parley, more than two months 
after the US-facilitated negotiations began in Qatar on Sept. 
12. The intra-Afghan talks – aimed at ending more than four 
decades of war in the country – follows a secret accord signed 
between Washington and the Taliban in late February this 
year which, among other conditions, laid out the establish-
ment of the AHCNR in March and the complete withdrawal of 
US-led foreign troops from the country. However, the setting 
up of the peace body faced several delays due to infighting 

within the government and President Ghani’s dissatisfaction 
with the February deal that had excluded his administration. 
President Ghani said that the intra-Afghan peace talks had 
entered the second phase and “more consultations” were 
required. “The peace negotiations have reached the second 
phase. The first phase showed that the task was not easy, 
but it succeeded,” he said. There has been an escalation in 
violence across the country in the past two months, with both 
the Taliban and government delegates blaming each other for 
the uptick in attacks. According to the Interior Ministry, more 
than 1,200 civilians have been killed since the talks began on 
Sept. 12, despite a pledge by both groups to reduce violence. 
Meanwhile, Afghan forces in Helmand province, the worst 
affected by the attacks, have been fighting to block Taliban 
strikes that have displaced more than 35,000 people in the 
past few weeks. Without blaming either side, US Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo said on Friday that the rising violence was 
“unacceptably high,” adding that Washington has asked the 
warring parties to “stand back and indeed stand down.” VoM

First meeting of Kabul peace council marks new 
phase in talks

Armenia and Azerbaijan 
to embark on a path of 

dialogue to foster regional 
peace, stability, and 

prosperity
UNITED NATIONS

U N  S e c re t a r y- G e n e ra l 
Antonio Guterres on Friday 
welcomed the continuing 
ceasefire in and around 
Nagorno-Karabakh,  say-
ing the world body stands 
ready to provide humanitar-
ian support to all impacted 
civilians. “The secretary-
general takes note of the 
Dec. 3 joint statement on 
the situation in Nagorno-
Karabakh by the heads of 
delegation of the OSCE (the 
Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
) Minsk Group Co-Chair 
countries,” said Stephane 
Dujarric, spokesman for the 
UN chief, in a statement. “He 
welcomes the continuing 
adherence to the ceasefire 

in accordance with the Nov. 
9 joint statement ... and calls 
on all concerned to continue 
implementing their obliga-
tions, notably as they relate 
to international humanitar-
ian law and human rights 
law,” the statement said. 
Guterres made clear that the 
UN “is prepared to respond 
to the humanitarian needs 
in all areas affected by the 
conflict, and to scale up on-
going assistance in Armenia 
and Azerbaijan, as required. 
He calls on all relevant ac-
tors to cooperate fully with 
the United Nations entities 
to ensure their unfettered 
access.” The UN chief fur-
ther urged Armenia and 

Azerbaijan “to resume ne-
gotiations under the aus-
pices of the OSCE’s Minsk 
Group Co-Chairs to reach 
a lasting peaceful settle-
ment.” “He encourages the 
governments and the people 
of Armenia and Azerbaijan 
to embark on a path of di-
alogue to foster regional 
peace, stability, and pros-
perity,” the statement said. 
Azerbaijani President Ilham 
Aliyev,  Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan 
and Russian  President 
Vladimir Putin issued a joint 
statement on Nov. 9, agree-
ing to a complete ceasefire 
in Nagorno-Karabakh. The 
agreement led to the de-
ployment of thousands of 
Russian peacekeepers to the 
enclave and border regions, 
after six weeks of escalat-
ing conflict over Nagorno-
Karabkh, which reportedly 
left thousands dead and 
more displaced. Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi says 
Pakistan has unveiled the real face of India at 
international level by presenting dossier on its 
involvement in terrorism to the United Nations. 
He was talking to newsmen before the oath tak-
ing ceremony of new body of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf Women wing in Multan today (Sunday). 
The Foreign Minister said Indian government 
has gone on defensive on the Kashmir issue 
and it is being criticized even internally on the 
issue, which is victory of Pakistan’s stance. He 
said Pakistan twice gave counsel access to In-
dia for its spy Kulbhushan Jadhav and is ready 
to offer this third time but India is ignoring its 
own citizen. The Foreign Minister said Pakistan 
is in favour of peace in the region and its role 
is being acknowledged internationally for sus-
tainable peace in Afghanistan. Responding to 
a question, he said the border fencing at Pak-
Afghan border is being completed which would 
not only control illegally crossing but also re-
duce terrorism. Shah Mahmood Qureshi said 
Pakistan has also decided to fence its border 
with Iran. He said the border fencing would 

be completed before the end of current year. 
Pakistan has called upon the international 
community, the United Nations and relevant 
international organizations to play their role 
in preserving the Islamic heritage sites in In-
dia from the extremist ‘Hindutva’ regime. On 
the 28th Anniversary of demolition of Historic 
Babri Masjid today (Sunday), Foreign Office 
spokesperson Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri urged 
India to ensure safety, security and protection 
of minorities, particularly Muslims and their 
places of worships. He said the flawed judg-
ment of the Indian Supreme Court in the Babri 
Mosque case in last year, not only reflected the 
preponderance of faith over justice but also the 
growing majoritarianism in today’s India. He 
said the recent shameful acquittal of the crimi-
nals responsible for demolishing the historic 
Babri Mosque in 1992 represented another 
egregious travesty of justice. The spokesperson 
said the new illegitimate Hindutva-driven BJP 
structure that is converting India into a Hindu 
Rashtra, is a scar on the face of so-called largest 
democracy in the world.  On the other, The Unit-
ed Nations has called upon India and Pakistan 

to reduce tensions; and engage in a dialogue 
and pursue solutions in accordance with the 
United Nations Charter and Security Council 
resolutions. This was stated by UN Under-Sec-
retary-General for Counter-Terrorism Vladimir 
Voronkov while talking to Pakistan Permanent 
Representative to United Nations Ambassador 
Munir Akram in New York.During the meeting, 
the Permanent Representative handed over the 
dossier to him regarding Indian involvement in 
terrorist activities against Pakistan. India is try-
ing to mislead the world community through 
false and concocted facts. New Delhi has 
been involved in leveling baseless allegations 
against Pakistan. By spreading falsehoods, In-
dia can neither cast a shadow on the legitimate 
struggle of the Kashmiri people for freedom 
from illegal and inhuman Indian occupation 
nor can it escape censure by the international 
community for the gross and systematic viola-
tions of human rights being perpetrated by the 
Indian occupation forces in IIOJK. India’s claim 
of being the largest democracy of the world 
stands exposed before the world as rights of 
minorities are not safe in that country.. VoM

Pakistan determined for the Afghanistan’s enduring Peace, its 
role being acknowledged globally: FM

Pakistan urges int’l community to play their role in preserving Islamic heritage sites in India

The Pak-China all-
weather strategic 

partnership is unique 
in the world: Cheng 

Xizhong
Chinese Defense Minister’s 

visits to Pakistan, Nepal holds 
immense significance 

BEIJING
Chinese Defense Minister, Gen. Wei Fenghe’s last 
week visits to Pakistan and Nepal was of great 
practical significance for safeguarding the secu-
rity of border areas of the southwestern China. 
“In the China`s southwest, Nepal and Pakistan 
are very important friendly neighbors. There-
fore, General Wei Fenghe’s trip is of great practi-
cal significance for safeguarding the security of 
border areas of the southwestern China,” Cheng 
Xizhong, former Chinese Defense Attache in 
South Asian countries and visiting professor at 
Southwest University of Political Science said 
in an article here on Sunday. During his visit 
to Pakistan, Gen. Fenghe met with President 
Dr. Arif Alvi and Prime Minister Imran Khan 
respectively. During his visit to Nepal, he met 
with President Bidhya Devi Bhandari and Prime 
Minister and Defense Minister Khadga Prasad 
Sharma Oli respectively. The China-Pakistan 
all-weather strategic cooperative partnership 
is unique in the world. Under the leadership of 
the leaders of the two countries, the two sides 
have continuously strengthened cooperation in 
various fields and firmly supported each other 
on issues involving each other’s core interests. 
China is willing to develop closer ties, enhance 
strategic mutual trust and strengthen strategic 
cooperation with Pakistan so as to push the bi-
lateral military relations to a higher level, jointly 
cope with various risks and challenges, firmly 
safeguard the sovereignty and security inter-
ests of the two countries, and firmly safeguard 
regional peace and stability. China will continue 
to maintain close relations with Nepal, carry out 
bilateral in-depth practical cooperation,  VoM
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Covid-19 Vaccine Trials

Pakistan will soon start clinical trials for the vaccine against the deadly 
coronavirus in the second quarter of 2021, and are actively recruit-
ing volunteers for the trials. The government of Pakistan has set 
elderly people as their priority so that they get vaccinated earlier. 
As a populous state, it will be quite a challenge for the front liners to 
get each and everyone vaccinated as it has already been challenging 

during the fight against the pandemic. Special associate to the Prime Minister 
on National Health Services and one of Pakistan’s top doctors of contagious dis-
eases, Dr. Faisal Sultan additionally reported that the vaccination preliminaries 
were to be done free of cost for people in general.Pakistan has partnered with 
CanSino Biologics and the Institute of Biology at China’s Academy of Military 
Medical Sciences, who have manufactured the vaccine called, Ad5. The vaccine 
contains an altered type of adenovirus (cold infection) which will carry the ge-
netic components of the new Covid-19 into the blood cells. When human cells 
are presented with this they will start making a Covid protein and the body’s 
immune system will perceive the protein and assault it.However, there are many 
roadblocks in convincing people to volunteer for the vaccine trials, the worrying 
factor for the people remains the safety of these vaccines; vaccines are not seen 
by all as beneficial, and the nation’s bitter experience in the polio infection has 
appeared, Anti-vaccine groups are eager to utilize religion as a tool against vac-
cinators. There is so far no sign of any push to counter the purposeful publicity 
that is practically sure to ascend. That must be a fundamental component of 
any vaccination technique.To prove the vaccines beneficial and harmless for the 
people, the government officials should film themselves getting vaccinated while 
intending to assure the public of the safety and efficiency of coronavirus vaccines.

Apprising Teenage 
Depression

D epression is acataclysmic nuance issue. It is not an easy, iso-
latable issue or a phase but instead, it has complicated root 
causes attached to it that shatters the induvial personality. 
There are multiple ways that pushes teenagersinto depres-
sion. The causes of depression among teens could be several, 
firstly it could be a chemical impact; teens have double the 

amount of hormones raging through their bodies. Subsequently, their brain 
might not be capable to produce a certain chemical which could result in 
depression.Secondly, depression could also be caused by social issues; think 
about going through junior and high schools which is a time filled with 
tons of social situations that are stressful and usually difficult to navigate. 
Particularly if you’re 15, 16, or 17 a really bad day in your life can seem 
like the end of the world. Teens could be depressed due to perceived rejec-
tion by peers or difficult social circumstances. Thirdly, depression could be 
emotional. Teen emotions tend to run out of control especially because they 
cannot put life into proper perspective. So they probably might be dealing 
with grown-up issues but they’ve only lived for 15 years on the planet so 
they sort of lack that perspective which most of the adults have. Fourth, it 
could also be a moral issue, for instance, if a teen is doing something wrong 
and they know it, he or she is subject to feel guilt for that. Feeling guilty is 
directly proportionate to a human being’s conscience, if violated, it can cause 
a sense of disintegration therefore people tend to feel depressed. Apart from 
these, Depression can still be caused by several other reasons. The reasons 
for depression are various. It could be a combination of any of two or more 
issues mentioned above or it can be something else. However, it is important 
to understand that it is a nuanced and complex issue.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

 TOGETHER FOR PEACE
Muhammad Azam Khan

The present day world seem to have 
come full circle since the events of 9/11. 
Traditional threats now eclipse the 
previous dominant concern over non-
traditional threats. The rise of China 
has become the most momentous event 

of the twenty first century. A rapid surge in China’s 
economic and military prowess is spawning an era 
of new world order. Never since the end of cold war 
did the United States find itself so challenged as it 
is today. With China and Russia forging a formida-
ble strategic partnership as embodied in Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO) and the two ex-
panding their worldwide influence, the competition 
appears to be expanding from “Eurasian heartland” 
to “Eurasian Rim” namely, South Asia, Middle East, 
and South East Asia.By far the greatest shift in the 
regional nay global order in recent times has been 
China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). CPEC is the flag-
ship project of BRI. The port of Gwadar on the western 
fringes of Pakistan’sMakran coast constitutes what 
could be conveniently called the “bedrock” of CPEC. 
It is from this port that China will connect to Africa, 
Middle East, and other parts of the world. It will also 
serve as the “gateway” for transit trade to and from 
Central Asia.  The security of Gwadar port along with 
associated maritime infrastructure and seaward ap-
proaches is mandated to Pakistan Navy. A specially 
configured contingent comprising of professionally 
trained, fully geared and agile manpower stand guard 

to secure smooth functioning of the port. To add on, 
surveillance and monitoring facilities along the coast 
and well-established, “Joint Maritime Information 
and Coordination Centre”(JIMCC) of Pakistan Navy 
meanwhile ensures early warning of any developing 
threat. As new threats surfaced in the aftermath of 
9/11, safely and security of major maritime highways 
became a paramount global concern. With some of 
the vital international sea-arteries traversing close 
to Pakistan’s Makran coast, country’s navy quickly oc-
cupied strategic maritime space in the western Indian 
Ocean as part of effort in GWOT. Pakistan Navy then 
assumed the mantle of providing security and assur-
ance of safe passage to legitimate commerce in the 
said sea expanse. A sustained participation in US led 
Combined Task Force 150, aimed at combating mari-
time terrorism, human and narco trafficking and other 
crimes at sea besides engagement in anti-piracy coali-
tion (Task Force 151)has been a valuable contribution 
by Pakistan Navy.“Pakistan Navy on its part is main-
taining a robust security posture along the Pakistani 
coast and in the regional seas to deter the nefarious el-
ements from illicit activities in the maritime domain”. 
The institution of “Regional Maritime Security Patrols” 
(RMSP) in the Indian Ocean region in line with UN 
Convention on Law of the Sea is meant to “pursue the 
country’s national interest with strategic autonomy”.
The participation in Coalition operations in Combined 
Task Force 150 and Combined Task Force 151 proved 
well for the larger good of the international commu-
nity and regional maritime security. This continued for 
well over decade and a half. The period was punctu-
ated with Pakistan Navy assuming command role of 
these combined coalition forces on several occasions. 
The navy also seized contraband cargo shipment at 

high seas and provided humanitarian assistance to re-
gional countries on several occasions. That was not all. 
Apart from enduring participation in various interna-
tional coalitions, Pakistan Navy instituted a large-scale 
multinational exercise “Aman” or “Peace” in 2007. The 
mega event directed at building bridges, increasing in-
teroperability as well as ocean governance. This meant 
presenting a collective response to maritime threats 
and challenges that had universal implications.  Today 
“Aman”is more than “Peace”. It would not be wrong 
to title it as “aman-o-amaan” “peace and security”, as 
the literal meaning in Urdu suggests. Since the first 
in the series held in 2007, Amanhas been scheduled 
on biennial basis. A widely participated international 
maritime conference, IMC that precedes the drills at 
sea, cobbles renowned maritime scholars from across 
continents. The papers read in the IMC by erudite in-
tellectuals dissect ocean related problems to propose 
innovative solutions, a necessity in contemporary 
era as security of littorals and regional prosperity is 
closely tied to blue economy. Aman has enlarged in 
scope and extent. In 2019, the exercise saw partici-
pation by more than 40 countries while the exercise 
this year (Aman-21) involves an unprecedented list 
of countries. Symbolizing maritime security and sta-
bility in a volatile region, Amanis and shall remain a 
harbinger of peace and pride for Pakistan.

Emmys Merge Variety Categories As Part of 2021 Rule Changes
LONDON

The Emmys have merged the Outstanding Variety 
Talk Series and Outstanding Variety Sketch Series 
into a single category, Outstanding Variety Series, 
the Television Academy announced on Friday.
The two categories were separated in 2015, with 
“Saturday Night Live” winning four of the next six 
Outstanding Variety Sketch Series Emmys while 
“Last Week Tonight With John Oliver” had five 
straight Outstanding Variety Talk Series wins. 
Those two Emmy favorites will now compete 
against each other in the merged category.That 
change was part of a number of 2021 rule changes 
announced by the TV Academy, which has also 
merged short-form categories, put anthology se-
ries into the Limited Series category and added a 
category that will recognize individual stuntmen 
and women.Another change recognizes that the 
pandemic has resulted in the Oscars changing 
their rules to allow movies to qualify even if they 
premiere on a streaming platform. In an attempt 
to draw a line between theatrical and television 
movies, it classifies any film placed on the Oscars’ 
members-only viewing platform as a theatrical 
movie, disqualifying it from Emmy consideration. 
Variety Talk and Variety Sketch Series were pre-
viously awarded in one category until they were 
split in 2015. The categories have been recom-
bined into one category for Outstanding Variety 
Series.Categories for individual achievements in 
Variety Series will continue to include both Variety 
Talk and Variety Sketch Series. The two short 
form program categories, both of which include 
scripted programming, have been combined into 

one category for Outstanding Short Form Comedy, 
Drama or Variety Series. Anthology series will now 
enter the Emmy competition with Limited Series, 
resulting in a new category–Outstanding Limited 
or Anthology Series. This will align storytelling 
formats throughout the competition. Individual 
achievements will compete in the relevant catego-
ries as defined by the program category.Previously, 
an anthology series could enter the competition in 
either the Comedy or Drama Series categories; or 
entrants could break up the series into individually 
entered, stand-alone movies. This new award will 

recognize stunt performers themselves; previously, 
there have only been stunt coordination categories. 
The award will acknowledge actual stunt artists 
whose performances across the global television 
medium are integral to storytelling each season. 
Team entries will be capped at four entrants. To 
clarify the distinction between theatrical motion 
pictures and television movies during the ongoing 
pandemic, any non-documentary film placed on 
the AMPAS viewing platform for Oscar considera-
tion will be deemed a theatrical motion picture 
and thus ineligible for the Emmy competition.

NASA Selects Heliophysics Missions of 
Opportunity for Space Science Research and 

Technology Demonstration
LONDON

NASA has selected two SmallSat mis-
sions – a study of Earth’s outer most at-
mosphere and a solar sail spaceflight test 
mission – to share a ride to space in 2025 
with the agency’s Interstellar Mapping 
and Acceleration Probe (IMAP).The mis-
sions – the Global Lyman-alpha Imagers 
of the Dynamic Exosphere (GLIDE) and 
Solar Cruiser – were selected as Solar 
Terrestrial Probes (STP) Missions of 
Opportunity. GLIDE will help researchers 
understand the upper reaches of Earth’s 
atmosphere – the exosphere – where it 
touches space. Solar Cruiser demonstrate 
the use of solar photons for propulsion in 
space.The launch of the IMAP mission in 
2025 to the first Lagrangian equilibrium 
point (L1), about 1 million miles towards 
the Sun, will be a pathfinder for NASA’s 
new RideShare policy. With the policy, 
the agency’s Science Mission Directorate 
(SMD) will plan – from the inception of 
major missions – to take advantage of 
excess launch capacity and provide in-
creased access to space for SmallSats. 
IMAP will help researchers better under-
stand the interstellar boundary region, 

where the solar wind and the solar mag-
netic field it transfers to the edge of the 
solar system collide with galactic material 
and the galactic magnetic field.Focusing 
on small satellites and tech demonstra-
tions helps prove the capabilities of these 
smaller missions and pairing them with 
existing missions for launch provides 
more avenues for learning about the solar 
system and developing innovative tech-
nical capabilities.“The study of the solar 
influence on interplanetary space and the 
area around our Earth has made great 
advances just in the past decade,” said 
Thomas Zurbuchen, associate administra-
tor for science at NASA Headquarters in 
Washington. “I’m confident the next dec-
ade promises even more new discoveries 
and historic technology innovations.”

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

R e c e n t l y  c o m m i s s i o n e d 
Pakistan Navy Ship TABUK, vis-
ited Port Aksaz, Turkey on her 
return passage to Pakistan. The 
visit was aimed at strengthen-
ing bilateral ties, enhancing 
naval collaboration and inter-
operability with Turkish Navy.  
During stay at Port, Pakistan 
Navy Ship was extended warm 
welcome by Turkish Naval 
Authorities. Commanding Officer 
of PNS TABUK called on Aksaz 
Naval Base Commander Rear 
Admiral I. Kurtulus Sevinc and 
discussed matters of mutual in-
terest. The Commanding Officer 
conveyed sincere regards of 
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral 
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi 
for the people of Turkey in gen-

eral and the Turkish Navy in 
particular. The host Military dig-
nitary acknowledged the Pakistan 
Navy’s contributions in ensur-
ing regional maritime security.  
The Commanding Officer also 
highlighted the deteriorating situ-
ation and human rights violations 
being committed by Indian Armed 
Forces against innocent people of 
Illegally Indian Occupied Jammu 
& Kashmir (IIOJ&K). He also ex-
tended his gratitude for the whole 
hearted support provided by the 
Turkish Navy for TABUK’s port call. 
Later, on departing the Port, 
PNS TABUK participated in 
Coordinated Patrol with Turkish 
Navy ships. The recent visit of PNS 
TABUK is reaffirmation of PN-TN 
collaboration and to further foster 
brotherly relations between both 
the countries.

Pakistan Navy Ship Tabuk Visits Aksaz, Turkey

December-07-1941

At 7:55 a.m. Hawaii time, a Japanese 
dive bomber bearing the red sym-
bol of the Rising Sun of Japan on 
its wings appears out of the clouds 
above the island of Oahu. A swarm 
of 360 Japanese warplanes followed, 

descending on the U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor in a 
ferocious assault. The surprise attack struck a critical 
blow against the U.S. Pacific fleet and drew the United 
States irrevocably into World War II. With diplomatic 
negotiations with Japan breaking down, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt and his advisers knew that an 
imminent Japanese attack was probable, but nothing 
had been done to increase security at the important 
naval base at Pearl Harbor. It was Sunday morning, and 
many military personnel had been given passes to at-
tend religious services off base. At 7:02 a.m., two radar 
operators spotted large groups of aircraft in flight to-
ward the island from the north, but, with a flight of 
B-17s expected from the United States at the time, they 
were told to sound no alarm. Thus, the Japanese air 
assault came as a devastating surprise to the naval 
base. Much of the Pacific fleet was rendered useless: 
Five of eight battleships, three destroyers, and seven 
other ships were sunk or severely damaged, and more 
than 200 aircraft were destroyed. A total of 2,400 

Americans were killed and 1,200 were wounded, 
many while valiantly attempting to repulse the at-
tack. Japan’s losses were some 30 planes, five midget 
submarines, and fewer than 100 men. Fortunately for 
the United States, all three Pacific fleet carriers were 
out at sea on training maneuvers. These giant aircraft 
carriers would have their revenge against Japan six 
months later at the Battle of Midway, reversing the 

tide against the previously invincible Japanese navy 
in a spectacular victory. The day after Pearl Harbor 
was bombed, President Roosevelt appeared before 
a joint session of Congress and declared, “Yesterday, 
December 7, 1941–a date which will live in infamy–the 
United States of America was suddenly and deliber-
ately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire 
of Japan.

Pearl Harbor bombed
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Glee stars launch fundrais-
ing effort to honour Naya 

NEWYORK
Naya Rivera’s former Glee co-stars have launched 
an online campaign to raise money for the tragic 
actress’ favourite charity.The late star was among 
the supporters of Alexandria House, a Los Angeles 
non-profit which provides safe housing for women 
and children in need, prior to her drowning death 
in Lake Piru, California in July.Now a group of her 
friends from the TV musical comedy series have 
gathered to start a GoFundMe account in her 
name, to continue giving back to the charity.“If you 
were lucky enough to know Naya, you know she 
threw some epic parties,” the group, only identi-
fied as Team Snixxmas, share on the crowdfund-
ing page.“The best of them all was her annual 
Christmas party, which she dubbed Snixxmas. 
Snixxmas was like Naya herself... sparkling, fabu-
lous and one hell of a good time! But it wasn’t 
only glitz, glamour and gay apparel.“Every holiday 
season, Naya found ways to give back. Recently, 
Naya began working with a local non-profit in 
Los Angeles called Alexandria House. She not only 
raised and contributed funds for them, but also 
volunteered her time and effort to the organisa-
tion.” The note continues, “Now more than ever it’s 
important that we keep the Snixxmas Spirit alive. 
We won’t be able to throw a big, fabulous party this 
year, but that doesn’t mean we can’t give back.VoM

Chance the Rapper sued 
over flop debut album

NEW YORK
Chance the Rapper’s former manager is demand-
ing $3 million (£2.2 million) in unpaid commis-
sions in a new lawsuit.Pat Corcoran, known as 
Pat the Manager, alleges the hip-hop star, full 
name Chancelor Bennett, ignored his advice re-
garding the timing for release of his debut album 
The Big Day, and then fired the representative 
following the 2019 project’s poor performance.
In court papers filed in Cook County, Illinois on 
30 November, Corcoran claims the independent 
rapper, who was riding high on the success of his 
three early mixtapes, had to rush the album out 
after prematurely announcing the release date 
before he had even written or recorded any of 
the material - even though its scheduled launch 
was just five months away.Corcoran goes on to 
explain: “Procrastination and lackadaisical effort, 
perpetuated by various hangers-on uninterested 
in the hard work of writing and recording, re-
sulted in a freestyle-driven product of subpar 
quality.”The Big Day debuted at number two 
on America’s Billboard 200 chart, but failed to 
meet many fans and critics’ expectations, and 
led to Chance scrapping plans for a subsequent 
promotional tour at the last minute.VoM

Gigi celebrates motherhood 
as she heads back to work

DUBAI
Gigi Hadid is back at work just under three 
months after giving birth to her daughter. 
The model, 25, opened up about her life as a 
mother over the weekend, telling fans she had 
returned to work.“Would say back 2 work BUT 
bein’ a mama is a job like no otherrrr (sic),” 
Hadid captioned a video shared on Instagram 
Stories.The clip showed the new mother film-
ing herself while sitting on a black leather sofa. 
“Back in the office,” she added in the caption, 
while keeping mum on the details of her latest 
project.It seems Hadid recruited her mother, 
Yolanda, to take on babysitting duties while 
she headed back to work — the first-time 
grandmother took to Instagram to share snaps 
of her cradling the baby at what appeared to 
be at her farm in Pennsylvania.“We spent the 
day while mama was away,” Yolanda captioned 
one image. The part-Palestinian model rarely 
offers glimpses of her newborn child with for-
mer One Direction singer Zayn Malik, but in 
late November, she shared a candid snap of her 
daughter on Instagram.VoM

Staff Report
WELLINGTON 

Not being allowed to train in their man-
aged isolation in Christchurch has af-
fected Pakistan s preparation for the 
series against New Zealand, head 
coach Misbah-ul-Haq said on Sunday.
Eight members of the 53-strong Pakistan 
squad have tested positive for corona-
virus since their arrival, prompting the 
New Zealand health ministry to revoke 
the tourists  training exemption on 
Friday.“Top professional athletes require 
a certain environment to prepare so 
that they can perform at the minimum 
expected levels...” Misbah said in a state-
ment after naming an 18-member squad 
for the three-match Twenty20 series set 
to begin in Auckland on Dec. 18.“While we 
completely respect and understand the 
New Zealand government laws ... there is 
no denying the fact that the implementa-
tion of certain regulations has affected our 

athletes, both mentally and physically...”
Misbah, however, had no doubts 
that the tourists, currently undergo-
ing a 14-day isolation period, would 
be ready to challenge New Zealand 
who thumped West Indies inside four 
days in a Hamilton test on Sunday.

“...when we will leave the isolation facility 
in the next day or two, we will try to put 
all this behind us and focus on the chal-
lenge of facing New Zealand in both the 
formats,” said the former Pakistan captain.
Former captain and stumper Sarfaraz 
Ahmed returned to the Twenty20 squad, 

Staff Report
PARIS

Chelsea manager Frank Lampard said 
there is nothing wrong with support-
ers dreaming they can win the Premier 
League title but stressed his play-
ers cannot afford to get complacent.
Two thousand fans in Stamford Bridge, 

the first attendance in nine months 
due to Covid-19 restrictions, watched 
Chelsea come from behind to secure a 3-1 
victory over Leeds United on Saturday.
Chelsea finished the day at the top of 
the league table for the first time since 
September 2018, although Tottenham 
Hotspur and Liverpool can overhaul 

Lampard’s side again later on Sunday.
Asked if Chelsea fans are right to con-
sider them title contenders, Lampard 
told reporters: “There’s certainly noth-
ing wrong with the fans thinking that.
“It’s great to have them back, their 
input was huge, the noise huge. You 
can see how excited they are at the end 
that we are top of the league,” he said.
“My job and our job is to know that 
it’s a long season and the next ques-
tion is how consistent can we be with 
this form, how much we can improve, 
because I believe there is a lot more 
we can do and there will be a lot of 
challenges ahead.”Lampard faces 
a nervous wait to learn the extent 
of an injury picked up by Morocco 
winger Hakim Ziyech in the first half.
“It is a hamstring injury which we will 
find out the severity of in the next couple 
of days,” he said. “It is obviously a disap-
pointment going into this busy period.”

Bureau Report
KARACHI

Stocks galvanised 1,400 points (3.4 per 
cent) in the outgoing week to close at 42,207. 
Including the preceding week’s gains of 620 
points (1.5pc), the benchmark represented 
a rise of 2,220 points (close to 5pc) in two 
weeks.It was by far a great turnaround from 
weeks of losses before. Massive flow of liquid-
ity; attractive valuations; the optimism in the 
global markets following the news of introduc-
tion of break-through vaccine against Covid-19 
within next three months garnered investor 
interest in equities in the medium term.As 
other countries after UK were bracing to put 
the vaccine on the shelf around the world, the 
markets took it as a positive sign of revival 
of global economies. It put back life in capi-
tal and commodity markets.International oil 
prices edged higher after the Opec+ members 
decided to stall planned increase in supplies 
till early next year. The market put faith in 
the government’s intention to introduce the 
Covid-19 vaccine in Pakistan early next year.
The public seemed to take no notice of the 
spike in the pandemic cases around the world 
to as high as 680,000 in the second wave that 
now sweeps the globe. Pakistan also witnessed 
rising cases to over 3,000 a day with the 
country’s total positive cases crossing 51,000 

mark, up 10pc week-on-week and the infection 
ratio reaching above 7pc.The investors also 
ignored the potential measures to revitalise 
the International Monetary Fund programme 
and brushed aside the protest rallies by the 
opposition and on occasions by the govern-
ment with huge crowds filling the space that 
completely disregarded the standard oper-
ating procedures.On the positive side, some 
economic indicators started to show signs of 
improvement. The CPI inflation number for 
November clocked in at 8.3pc, which came in 
at lower than 8.91pc in October and the aver-
age monthly CPI in 2020.Increase in exports 
and remittances provided further encourage-
ment to the investors. Cement and steel in-
dustries passed on some of the cost increase 
to consumers through the price rise in prod-
ucts which saw investors leap for mainly the 
steel stocks during the week.Foreign investors 
continued to offload positions with the weekly 
sell-off amounting to $30 million.Foreign cor-
porates mainly sold Pakistani stocks worth 
$36.06m which was absorbed by local par-
ticipants.Among domestic players, individu-
als bought shares worth $20.79m followed by 
brokers $8.07m; insurance companies $7.79m 
and mutual funds $5.37m. New investors ar-
rived in droves at the market hoping to make 
money while the going at the market was 

good.Average daily traded volumes shot up to 
440m shares, up 55pc week-on-week while the 
daily average traded value also surged 66pc to 
$113m. Sector-wise, positive performers were 
engineering; refinery; technology & communi-
cations and automobile assemblers.Scrip-wise 
the major gainers included TRG, Intern ational 
Industries, Pak Suzuki Motors; Attock Refinery 
and Al-Ghazi Tractors.Going forward, market 
participants looked forward to the stock trend 
with cautious optimism. While the index sit-
ting top of the 42,000 points provided a hint 
that some sectors may be over-sold, the overall 
investors outlook was of more room in some 
sectors. The stable value of the rupee and the 
hopes of early arrival of Covid-19 vaccine kept 
sentiments upbeat.

Bureau Report
Dubai

Last week’s meeting of OPEC+ was the most 
important since the event in April which re-
paired divisions within the oil producers’ al-
liance and set the stage for recovery in global 
crude markets.Under the terms of the spring 
agreement, OPEC+ was due to put an extra 2 
million barrels per day back onto global mar-
kets from next month.But there was disagree-
ment within the ranks as to the effect such a 
surge in supply would have in a still-fragile 
world economy, where energy demand con-
tinuing to feel the effects of the pandemic.

Saudi Arabia, the biggest exporter in OPEC+, 
wanted to wait and see how the global econ-
omy performed in the first part of the year, 
especially in light of the vaccines now becom-
ing available.Russia, whose relationship with 
the Kingdom has been the stabilizing influence 
in OPEC+, was also wary of global economic 
conditions, but its private oil companies were 
keen to earn precious revenue from increased 
oil supply.The UAE, traditionally a stalwart ally 
of Saudi Arabia in OPEC matters but with its 
own energy strategy increasingly coming to 
the fore, let it be known that it was not en-
thusiastic on a plan that postponed supply 
increases for any great length of time.After 
a week of intense negotiations, all 23 mem-
bers of the alliance agreed on a phased deal 
that would put 500,000 barrels back on the 
market from next month, with similar incre-
ments following on a monthly basis, subject 
to regular meetings of the OPEC+ ministe-
rial committee - under the chairmanship of 
Saudi energy minister Prince Abdulaziz Bin 
Salman - that monitors the minutiae of global 

oil markets. “In a very uncertain environment, 
it is important for OPEC+ to retain flexibility. 
The OPEC+ agreement, which extends to April 
2022, provides sufficient clarity to the market 
while allowing for adjustment if market con-
ditions dictate.” “The oil price has been stuck 
in what we can call ‘virus alley,’ as the price 
has been pulled between Vaccine Optimism 
and Virus Pessimism. Now the imminence of 
the vaccines points to a way out of virus alley, 
and that has been reflected in a strengthening 
price. At the same time, the resurgence of the 
virus in this powerful second wave is leading 
to shutdowns and weakening demand. So the 
exporters confronted a short-term problem 
and a medium-term opportunity. Inevitably, 
different countries saw the balance differently. 
At the end of the day, however, they needed a 
compromise. No one wanted to risk a return 
to last spring, no one could afford it. The out-
come is a reasonable compromise that enables 
the exporters step by step to test the market 
as it makes it begins to find its way out of virus 
alley.

Global energy experts give their verdict on OPEC+ deal

Regulator fines 
Bank of Chinas

Bureaau Report
SHANGHAI

State-owned Bank of China 
(BoC) has been fined ¥50.5 mil-
lion ($7.73m) over irregularities 
in a loss-making product linked 
to crude oil, the banking regula-
tor said on Saturday.The China 
Banking and Insurance Regulatory 
Commission began an investiga-
tion after BoC settled trades for 
its product at negative prices fol-
lowing April’s crash in US crude 
futures, leaving many retail inves-
tors facing losses.The regulator 
levied penalties on the bank and 
some of its branches for what it 
called the bank’s irregular prod-
uct management, imprudent risk 
management, incomplete internal 
controls and non-compliant sales 
management.In a statement on 
its website, the regulator added 
that it had issued warnings and 
fines to four people in the bank’s 
global markets department, and 
suspended “access for Bank of 
China’s relevant business and 
branches”, but did not elaborate. 
In response, BoC said in a web-
site statement it was “determined 
to accept the penalties” and take 
relevant regulatory measures.The 
bank is considering compensating 
investors up to a fifth of original 
investments in the products and 
shouldering all losses in negative 
territory, sources told Reuters 
in May. That could amount to as 
much as ¥6bn to ¥7bn.Regulators 
have also asked commercial banks 
to halt sales of wealth manage-
ment products that could leave 
investors with unlimited losses, 

Bureau Report
LONDON

Dubai has emerged as a leading example of 
a city that is getting tourism back on track 
following its successful and gradual reopening 
of its borders and economy, industry experts 
said during a recent webinar hosted by Dubai 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry.The we-
binar, titled Trust in Tourism 4.0: How Dubai 
Adapted to Welcome You Back, was organized 
by Dubai Chamber’s representative offices in 
Latin America, and joined by over 470 par-
ticipants, including business leaders from 
the UAE and several Latin American coun-
tries, including Brazil, Paraguay, Colombia, 
Argentina, and Guatemala.The virtual event 
featured informative presentations from: 
Issam Kazim, CEO of Dubai Corporation of 
Tourism and Commerce Marketing; Omar 
Khan, Director of International Offices, 
Dubai Chamber; Khalifa Al Qama, Head of 
Dubai Future Labs, Dubai Future Foundation; 
Stephane Perard, Managing Director- Brazil, 
Emirates; Ricardo Fracalossi, Sales Manager- 
Argentina, Uruguay, and Paraguay, Emirates; 
Marc Descrozaille, COO - India, Middle East & 
Africa, Accor; and Adriano Konialidis, Director 

- International Participants Expo 2020 Dubai.
Presentations examined Dubai’s adoption of 
pro-active policies, advanced technologies and 
preventative measures to curb the spread of 
COVID-19, navigate new challenges created 
by the pandemic and restart business ac-
tivities earlier this year, including specific 
procedures implemented with the aviation 
and hospitality sectors.Only days before of-
ficially reopening its borders to international 
visitors in July, Dubai was recognized by the 
World Travel and Tourism Council, WTTC, as 
a safe destination and issued a Safe Travels 
stamp, validating the stringent hygiene and 
safety protocols in place across the city.Issam 
Kazim outlined several factors that ensured 
Dubai’s successful reopening, including the 
government’s proactive approach to ensur-
ing the health and safety of citizens, residents 
and tourists, which included a comprehen-
sive city-wide sanitation programme, close 
cooperation with the private sector and wider 
society.Kazim highlighted the New Dubai 
Assured Programme, an award stamp issued 
by the government to businesses meeting high 
safety standards, as an effective tool in this 
regard, adding that Dubai Tourism maintained 

communication within key source markets 
throughout the year, keeping stakeholders in-
formed of new developments as the emirates 
restarted business events and meetings. For 
his part, Omar Khan noted that Dubai deliv-
ered on its promise to welcome international 
visitors, and offered participants insights on 
how the business landscape in the emirate 
has changed in the new normal. He revealed 
that a number of business and leisure events 
have already been hosted in Dubai, and said 
the return of GITEX Technology Week, the 
region’s largest technology exhibition, is a 
positive development signalling a recovery 
on the horizon.

Dubai emerges as leading example of a city successfully reopening to tourists

Bureau Report
LONDON

Arsenal coach Mikel Arteta said he is a huge admirer of 
Tottenham Hotspur counterpart Jose Mourinho’s man-
agement style and was able to learn from the Portuguese 
by watching Spurs’ all-access documentary series.The 
Amazon Prime documentary ‘All or Nothing: Tottenham 
Hotspur’ followed the club during the 2019-20 season, 
during which Mourinho replaced Mauricio Pochettino 
as Spurs manager, before guiding them to a sixth-placed 
Premier League finish.Ahead of Sunday’s north London 
derby between Arsenal and Spurs, Arteta said by watching 
the series he gained some insights from one of the most 
successful coaches in the game.“There are some important 
moments in that documentary when you can pick some 
relevant things of why he is getting the success that he 
is getting,” Arteta told a news conference.“Mourinho has 
something really special, that whatever he wants to get 
into the football club, he manages to do it and he believes 
that in a way that players at the end they execute what 
he wants to do. And whoever doesn’t do it is not part of 
that.”Arteta was coming through Barcelona’s academy at 
the same time as Mourinho was on the coaching team in 
1999, and the pair got along well.Before being appointed 
as Arsenal boss last December, Arteta served as assistant 
to Manchester City coach Pep Guardiola, who has enjoyed 
a long-standing rivalry with Mourinho.Arteta believes the 
experienced duo share the ruthlessness needed to manage 
a club at the highest level and also the ability to navigate 
through tough times.“All these managers have had difficult 
moments,” Arteta said. “I have been part of a coaching staff 
with difficult moments. The important point is how you 
react in difficult moments and how the club fans react in 
difficult moments.”

Stocks post 3.4pc weekly gains on vaccine 

Chelsea need to stay grounded amid title talk, says Lampard

Arteta savours ‘spe-
cial’ Mourinho in Spurs 

Misbah says not being allowed to train hurt Pakistan’s preparations 
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LONDON/BRUSSELS 
Britain and the European Union 
sought on Sunday to strike an elusive 
trade deal, with failure likely to end 
with trade in chaos, markets tumbling 
and a huge economic price to pay. 
Here are some of the potential pres-
sure points of a no-trade deal after five 
years of Brexit crisis. Investors and 
banks have predicted that a deal will 
eventually be done, so a no-deal would 
hit sterling, according to major foreign 
exchange traders. The shock referen-
dum result on June 24, 2016 sent the 
pound down 8% against the U.S. dollar, 
its biggest one-day fall since the era of 
free-floating exchange rates began in 
the 1970s. That was nearly double the 
4.3% drop on Sept. 16, 1992, when fi-
nancier George Soros “broke the Bank 
of England” after his bets against the 
pound were instrumental in the cur-
rency’s exit from the European Ex-
change Rate Mechanism. Overnight 
Britain would lose zero-tariff and 
zero-quota access to the European 
Single Market of 450 million consum-
ers. Britain would default to World 
Trade Organization (WTO) terms in its 
trade with the 27-state bloc, making it 
in effect as distant to its biggest trad-

ing partner as Australia. Britain would 
impose its new UK global tariff (UKGT) 
on EU imports while the EU would 
impose its common external tariff on 
UK imports. Non-tariff barriers could 
hinder trade, with prices predicted 
to rise for consumers and businesses. 
Borders risk disruption, especially the 
main crossing points, with shortages 
of certain foods possible as Britain 
imports 60% of its fresh food. Any dis-
ruption would be felt most keenly by 
sectors that rely on just-in-time sup-
ply chains, including autos, food and 
beverages. Other sectors likely to be af-
fected would include textiles, pharma-
ceuticals, and chemical and petroleum 
products. The EU is Britain’s biggest 
trading partner, accounting for 47% 
of its trade in 2019. It had a trade defi-
cit of 79 billion pounds ($106 billion) 

with the EU, a surplus of 18 billion in 
services outweighed by a deficit of 97 
billion pounds in goods. Even with a 
deal, Britain’s reasonable worst-case 
scenario is that 7,000 trucks bound 
for the continent could stack up in the 
southern English county of Kent.  A no-
trade deal would wipe an extra 2% off 
British economic output in 2021 while 
driving up inflation, unemployment 
and public borrowing, Britain’s Office 
for Budget Responsibility (OBR) has 
forecast. The OBR said tariffs under 
WTO rules and border disruptions 
would hit parts of the economy such 
as manufacturing that were emerg-
ing relatively unscathed from the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. The long-term hit 
could be costly for both Britain and the 
27 remaining EU members. Germany, 
Europe’s biggest economy, is Britain’s 
biggest EU trading partner. The shock 
would be felt unevenly across conti-
nental Europe, with those likely to be 
hit worst including Ireland, the Neth-
erlands, Belgium, France, Luxembourg, 
Malta and Poland. The Halle Institute 
for Economic Research has forecast 
that EU companies exporting to Brit-
ain could lose more than 700,000 
jobs if no trade deal is agreed. Reuters

Iran’s National Security Council 
endorses law reducing IAEA 

inspections
LONDON   

Saudi Arabia and the other Gulf states 
must play a key role in any talks between 
the US and Iran to revive the deal to curb 
Tehran’s nuclear program, the Kingdom’s 
foreign minister said on Saturday. Joe 
Biden has indicated that when he takes 
office as US president next month he will 
return to the 2015 Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA), from which Don-
ald Trump withdrew in 2018. “Primarily 
what we expect is that we are fully con-
sulted, that we and our regional friends 
are fully consulted vis a vis the negotia-
tions with Iran,” Prince Faisal bin Farhan 
said at the Manama Dialogue security 
conference in Bahrain. “The only way to-
ward reaching an agreement that is sus-
tainable is through such consultation. “I 
think we’ve seen as a result of the after-
effects of the JCPOA that not involving 
regional countries results in a build-up of 
mistrust and neglect of the issues of real 
concern and of real effect on regional se-
curity.” Prince Faisal said any new agree-
ment would have to be an improvement 
on the JCPOA. “I don’t know about a re-

vived JCPOA, although one may look to a 
JCPOA-plus-plus, something well beyond 
the JCPOA,” he said. “Because reviving the 
JCPOA as it exists now will only bring us to 
the point where we were, which is a defi-
cient agreement that doesn’t address the 
full issues.” Earlier, Prince Faisal hinted at 
an imminent resolution to the diplomatic 
dispute with Qatar. Saudi Arabia, the UAE, 
Egypt and Bahrain severed trade, travel 
and diplomatic ties with Doha in June 
2017 over its closeness to Iran and fund-
ing of Islamist terrorism.A breakthrough 
would come “soon,” the minister said. “We 
are in full coordination with our partners 
in this process and the prospects that we 
see are very positive toward a final agree-
ment,” he said. The political analyst Ham-
dan Al-Shehri told Arab News that Iran 
had been taking advantage of Qatar, and 

would continue to do so unless Doha came 
to an agreement with the Anti-Terror 
Quartet. “First and foremost, Qatar needs 
to get back to being part of the group in 
order to play its part in safeguarding the 
region,” Al-Shehri said. “Qatar’s vulner-
able position due to its entanglement 
with Iran is either out of fear or a show of 
bold bluntness, both of which came with 
a cost.” Saudi Arabia was not responsible 
for tension with Iran, Al-Shehri said. “We 
don’t have ballistic missiles, we don’t have 
proxies across the region, we don’t have 
a nuclear weapons program. The prob-
lem is with the other party involved. “The 
structure of power in Iran isn’t political, its 
ideological, and Iran won’t relent unless 
by extreme international pressure, which 
will then pressure them to rethink their 
priorities and strategies.” Al-Shehri said 
it was important that the Gulf states were 
part of any negotiations regarding the fu-
ture of Iran’s arms programs because they 
were the most susceptible to threats from 
these programs, and also to spare the re-
gion from an arms race. “The messages to 
Iran are clear, there’s no way out unless 
through negotiation,” he said. “There are 
reportst hat the Trump administration 
will impose new sanctions before the next 
president takes office. Reuters

ISLAMABAD
China’s surroundings could soon be infested 
with foreign aircraft carriers targeting China, 
with the latest media reports saying the UK 
is planning to send an aircraft carrier strike 
group to the western Pacific as soon as early 
2021, while India is eyeing the development 
of a third aircraft carrier.  Both UK and India’s 
aircraft carrier plans will likely face techni-
cal issues, and with China’s anti-ship ballistic 
missiles, which are feared even by US aircraft 
carriers, the two countries’ carriers will be 
militarily insignificant and could be only po-
litical stunts, Chinese experts said on Sunday. 
The British navy will dispatch an aircraft 
carrier strike group, including the aircraft 
carrier Queen Elizabeth, to waters near Ja-
pan as soon as early next year, Japan’s Kyodo 
News Agency reported on Saturday, citing 
Japanese government sources. The British 
carrier strike group is expected to conduct 
joint exercises with US and Japanese forces 
amid “the growing maritime assertiveness 
of China in the region,” the report said. “The 
Queen Elizabeth aircraft carrier has not yet 
achieved full combat capability, and its air-

craft are also not yet fully ready. Sending a 
carrier that is not combat-ready to the west-
ern Pacific will only expose its shortcomings,” 
Song Zhongping, a Chinese military expert 
and TV commentator, told the Global Times 
on Sunday. India is another country that has 
an aircraft carrier plan in mind against China. 
Indian Navy chief Admiral Karambir Singh 
said a third Indian aircraft carrier is an oper-
ational necessity to counter China’s aircraft 
carrier development plan. Song said that 
India should first finish building its second 
operational carrier, the country’s first indig-
enous aircraft carrier, before considering a 
third one. The second one’s construction has 
been delayed for a long time. India’s indig-
enous aircraft carrier will be commissioned 
by the end of 2021 or early 2022, a senior 
Indian Navy officer announced on Wednes-
day, the Press Trust of India (PTI) reported 
at that time. Due to India’s weak shipbuild-
ing industry and previous record, this is an 
over-optimistic forecast, Chinese analysts 
said, noting that even it is commissioned, 
it could face technical issues in use. VoM

Pakistan and Australia and expressed their 
desire potential of cooperation in trade, 

investment, education
ISLAMABAD

High Commissioner for Pakistan Babar Amin held a se-
ries of meetings with various parliamentarians on the 
side-lines of ongoing session of Australian Parliament in 
Canberra. According to a message received here from Can-
berra, he met with Hon’ble Rowan Ramsey, Andrew Giles, 
and Milton Dick, the members of lower House of Represen-
tative of Australia, and the chair, vice chair and member of 
of Australia-Pakistan Parliamentary Friendship Group, re-
spectively. The High Commissioner also met with Senator 
Janet Rice, and Senator Mahreen Faruqi from the Australian 
Greens. During the meetings, the High Commissioner ap-
preciated proactive role by the parliamentarians in forma-
tion of Australia-Pakistan Parliamentary Friendship Group 
and the importance of people to people contacts through 
frequent parliamentary exchanges. He emphasised that 
the people’s representatives from both countries have a 
unique role to play in promotion of bilateral relations in 
diverse avenues of cooperation. The High Commissioner 
also exchanged views on bilateral and international issues 
of mutual interest and briefed the Hon’ble members about 
situation in South Asia and Kashmir. He also highlighted 
potential of cooperation in trade, investment, education, 
IT, and engineering sectors and invited Australian busi-

nessmen for investment in Pakistan. The Members of Par-
liament sought to carry forward and build upon existing 
vibrant relations between Pakistan and Australia and ex-
pressed their desire for the visit of Australia-Pakistan Par-
liamentary Friendship Group to Pakistan once Covid-19 
restrictions are lifted. They offered support in engaging 
Australian construction companies for investing in infra-
structure projects in Pakistan and promoting educational 
cooperation through enrolment of more students com-
ing from Pakistan to study in Australian universities. The 
members of Parliament also expressed their intention to 
work closely in areas of trade facilitation including matters 
relating to tariff and non-tariff barriers, knowledge shar-
ing, frequent high level exchanges, investment promotion, 
sports cooperation, and healthcare cooperation especially 
in the wake of pandemic and post Covid recovery. VoM

 Despite pandemic upsurge Pak’s 
economic fundamentals show strong 

performance: khusro bakhtyar

Ehsaas Kafaalat will 
facilitate direct payments 
to beneficiaries through a 
supplementary payment 

solution: Dr. Sania Nishtar

ISLAMABAD
Information Minister Shibli Faraz has said em-
powering the masses is the objective of Prime 
Minister Imran Khan. In his tweets on Satur-
day, he said Pakistan Citizens Portal which has 
linked the people with the public sector depart-
ments is a gift on the part of the Prime Minister 
to the nation. He said it is the first time in the 
country’s history that one hundred and seventy 
thousand overseas Pakistanis have got them-
selves registered with Pakistan Citizens Portal 
and getting their complaints addressed from 
the comfort of their homes. Shibli Faraz said the 
prime minister personally monitors the applica-
tions and complaint redressal process. Minister 
for information and Broadcasting Shibli Faraz 
has expressed displeasure over the increased 
Corona virus cases in Peshawar and Multan 
amid PDM’s public gatherings. In a tweet today 
(Sunday), he said such political gatherings are 
becoming a major cause of Corona spread in 
the country. The Minister said holding of such 
gatherings is tantamount to the violation of Law 
and SOPs. Shibli Faraz said Opposition leaders 
have quarantined themselves in their homes in 
a comfortable environment, while people are 
being used for personal political gains.  VoM

   Economy is expected to maintain this 
strong momentum and gather more 

steam going forward 
ISLAMABAD  

Despite challenges faced on domestic and external fronts, 
particularly in the wake of the second wave of COVID 19, the 
key macroeconomic indicators have shown strong performance, 
Federal Minister for Economic Affairs, Makhdum Khusro 
Bakhtyar said here Sunday. “The Key economic indicators 
are showing strong performance despite challenges posed by 
second wave of COVID 19 and depressed economic conditions 
that encircled globally,” he said. In a detailed statement on 
state of economy, the minister said that the current account 
imbalances inherited from previous government stood firmly 
addressed while the economic performance was remarkable 
in the context of sharp growth contraction worldwide. He said 
that the government was confident that the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) would even surpass the growth target by June 
2021, setting the stage for much higher growth the following 
year. Economy is expected to maintain this strong momentum 
and gather more steam going forward, he said and attributed 
the economic turnaround to performance of different economic 
sectors. He said the Current Account Balance (CAD) for the 
first 4 months of fiscal year 2020-21(FY2020-21) registered 
a surplus of US$1.2 billion as against a deficit of US$1.4 billion 
in the same period of last year, adding this strong performance 
of current account balance was achieved after 17-years. The 
Worker’s remittances during first four months of FY2020-21 
stood at $9.4 billion as against $7.5 billion of the last year, he 
said. The workers’ remittances registered a strong growth of 
26.5% which augurs well for the external account stability. Such 
excellent growth in workers remittances has been achieved by 
a combination of policy measures that include anti-money 
laundering regulations and incentives for promotion of financial 
transactions through formal banking system. The Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) has witnessed 150% YoY Increase in 
October 2021. FDI during October 2020 was $317 million as 
compared with $126 million recorded in the same months last 
year. Increase in FDI reflects return confidence of international 
investors and growing optimism about economic future of the 
country. The minister said that the Largescale Manufacturing 
(LSM) continued to rebound, expanding by 4.8 percent in FY21 
Q1, against a contraction of 5.5% in the same quarter last year. 
Evidence of momentum returning could be seen from growing 
production of cement, textile, automobile and home appliances, 
he said. Growth in LSM is largely supported by PM’s package 
for construction industry and special measures announced by 
the government for industrial sector to fend off additional costs 
caused by COVID-19. The Federal Board of Revenue (FBR), he 
added, had also achieved the target of revenues by collecting 
Rs. 1.69 trillion during the July-November period of current 
fiscal year against the target of Rs. 1.67 trillion. The revenue 
collection is higher by Rs. 69 billion or 4.2% as compared to Rs. 
1.62 trillion collected in the same period of last fiscal year. VoM

ISLAMABAD   
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi says 
Pakistan has provided irrefutable evidences of 
Indian state-sponsored terrorism to the United 
Nations. Addressing a news conference in Mul-
tan today, he said India has become a terrorist 
state which has been taking unjustified mea-
sures against minorities’ particularly Muslim 
population in the country. The Foreign Minis-
ter said that voices against Kashmir policy are 
being raised within India now which is a big 
diplomatic achievement for Pakistan. He said 
that Pakistan has given two time consular ac-
cess to India for Spy Kulbhushan Jadhav but 
New Delhi is escaping from legal process. Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi said Pakistan wants peace 
in Afghanistan and peace process between Af-
ghan government and the Taliban is progress-
ing. Pakistan completely rejects concoctions 
based on “fake news”, in a section of the Indian 
media, alleging transfer of foreign fighters to 
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
(IIOJK). Such fabrications are part of the In-
dian propaganda against indigenous freedom 
movement of the Kashmiri people for their in-
alienable right to self-determination — a right 

enshrined in international law and the United 
Nations Security Council (UNSC) Resolutions. 
Such Indian ploys are doomed to fail again. By 
spreading such falsehoods, India can neither 
cast a shadow on the legitimate struggle of the 
Kashmiri people for freedom from illegal and 
inhuman Indian occupation nor can it escape 
censure by the international community for the 
gross and systematic violations of human rights 
being perpetrated by the Indian occupation 
forces in IIOJK. The completely baseless allega-
tions of so-called “foreign fighters from Syria” 
serve only to further illustrate the virulent 
anti-Pakistan tirade that is the hallmark of the 
RSS-BJP dispensation. Instead of wasting more 
time in peddling falsehoods and fake news, In-
dia would be well-advised to comply with its 
international legal and moral obligations and 
let the Kashmiris exercise their inalienable right 
to self-determination as enshrined in interna-
tional law and the relevant UN Security Council 
Resolutions. While In Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir, senior Vice President of 
Awami National Conference Muzaffar Shah has 
said that the Bharatiya Janata Party and its lo-
cal combine are trying hard to persuade people 

to accept the illegal and unconstitutional deci-
sions taken on August 5, 2019. Addressing the 
people in Budgam district, he said they have 
snatched our identity, rights rather everything 
and are now trying to make people believe the 
decision was imperative for the development in 
the region. Two hundred ninety one Kashmiris 
including seven women were martyred as 16 
months have completed to the unrelenting mili-
tary siege imposed in Indian illegally occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir by the Modi-led fascist In-
dian government. A report released by Research 
Section of Kashmir Media Service on comple-
tion of 16 months to military siege said at least 
1,577 people were critically injured due to the 
use of brute force by Indian troops on peaceful 
demonstrators in the held territory. The Jammu 
and Kashmir Peoples League chief organizer, 
Dr Sarfaraz Ahmad Khan, in a statement issued 
in Srinagar strongly condemned the continued 
house detention of Hurriyat forum Chairman, 
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq.Meanwhile, an analyti-
cal report released by Kashmir Media Service, 
today, said that the Indian government is victim-
izing the Kashmiri Pandits who did not migrate 
in 1990 and stayed in the Kashmir Valley. VoM

Pakistan’s political, military leadership is vigilant and clear 
vis-a-vis national security and stability: Analysts 

Negotiated settlement of the Kashmir dispute is imperative for regional peace

Gulf States ‘must hold key role in new US-Iran talks:’ 
Saudi foreign minister

India’s deficit remains high, unable to meet gov-
ernment goals, and the economy is still shrinking 

without any sign of a rebound

  PaK-AUS vows to broaden the prospects of 
bilateral engagement

Prime Minister determined 
to empower masses: Info 

Minister

Safeguarding specialized mea-
sures to resolve payment issues 
being encountered by recipients 

of Ehsaas Kafaalat
ISLAMABAD

  Safeguarding specialized measures to resolve pay-
ment issues being encountered by recipients of 
Ehsaas Kafaalat, a web-portal has been opened by 
Ehsaas to receive complaints of biometric failures. 
Officially, Kafaalat cash transfers under Ehsaas have 
commenced earlier this week countrywide and 
within less than a week, the new portal (http://
complaints.pass.gov.pk/) has been opened online 
to solicit applications of Kafaalat beneficiaries in a 
simple four- step process. As part of the complaint 
mechanism, Deputy Commissioners, Assistant Com-
missioners, staff of partnering banks- Habib Bank 
Limited and Alfalah Bank Limited and field staff of 
Ehsaas will be able to create complaint applications 
of biometric failures by entering full name, Comput-
erized National Identity Card (CNIC) number and 
contact number beneficiary along with his or her 
own contact number to facilitate easy tracking and 
follow up. With the submission of online applica-
tion, the portal instantaneously auto-generates the 
unique reference number for each Kafaalat appli-
cant. During her visit to Hazro campsite on Thurs-
day, SAPM Dr. Sania Nishtar took to the twitter and 
said, “9 am: I visited @Ehsaas_Pk payment camp in 
Hazro. Based on field insights, we are opening bio-
metric failure complaints web-portal. I learnt about 
importance of WhatsApp groups of DCs and ACs to 
get our message out to people. These simple things 
are transformative for the program.” And, as a pleas-
ant surprise, the portal has been opened within 24 
hours following the visit to facilitate biometric is-
sues in payments. Describing details of the newly 
opened portal, Dr. Sania said, “According to Ehsaas 
digital payment process, the biometric verification 
of thumb or finger impressions is mandatory to 
disburse cash to Kafaalat beneficiaries. However, 
Ehsaas will facilitate direct payments to Kafaalat 
beneficiaries through a supplementary payment 
solution who are facing problems in withdraw-
ing money owing to defying biometric identifica-
tion.” She further added, “ This portal is also being 
introduced in the form of mobile app for Deputy 
Commissioners, Assistant Commissioners, staff of 
partnering banks- Habib Bank Limited and Al-
falah Bank Limited and field staff of Ehsaas . VoM

The potential impact of Brexit without a 
trade deal




