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Despite Covid we have steered our 
economy to stability. With all economic 

indicators showing positive 
trends,Inflation is getting tamed

Minister for Information & 
Broadcasting

Syed Shibli Faraz

Korea supports WHO for strengthening 
corona response efforts in Pakistan

Afghan negotiator says Taliban eyeing ‘military victory’

The Asian Telegraph

Russian forces arrived 
in Pakistan for joint war 

games
ISLAMABAD 

R u s s i a n  F e d e r a t i o n 
S p e c i a l  Fo r c e s  c o n t i n -
g e n t  a r r ive d  i n  Pa k i s t a n  
to d ay  fo r  t wo  we e ks  l o n g 
j o i n t  e xe rc i s e  D RU Z H BA 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  I S P R , 
t h e  e x e r c i s e  i s  a i m e d 
a t  s h a r i n g  b o t h  a r m i e s 
e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  c o u n t e r 
t e r r o r i s m  d o m a i n .  S k y 
d iv i n g  &  h o s t a g e  re s c u e 
o p e ra t i o n s  w i l l  b e  h i g h -
l i g h t s  o f  t h e  e xe rc i s e .

Oil drops as US election uncertainty dominates markets
Court battle over results 

can cause additional 
uncertainty in crude 

market
Bureau Reporter

SINGAPORE/SYDNEY/LONDON/MOSCOW
Oil prices fell on Thursday as 

Democrat Joe Biden edged closer to 
the White House in a nail-biting US 
presidential election, though doubts 
remain over further huge stimulus 
to bolster the US economy in the 
face of the coronavirus crisis. Brent 
crude fell $0.17, or 0.4%, to $41.06 
a barrel by 1135 GMT and US West 
Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude was 
down $0.28, or 0.7%, at $38.87. Both 
contracts had jumped about 4% on 
Wednesday. Biden predicted victory 
over President Donald Trump after 
winning two critical US states while 
the Republican incumbent alleged 
fraud, filed lawsuits and demanded 
recounts in a bitter contest that has 
yet to be decided. A drawn-out court 
battle over the results could cause 
additional uncertainty in the market, 
spawning further sell-offs within risky 
asset classes. “A Trump win will likely 

be bullish for oil, at least more bullish 
than under a Biden administration,” 
said Tamas Varga at oil brokerage 
PVM. “Joe Biden will rejoin (the Paris 
climate agreement). He would also 
soften the US stance on Iran, conse-
quently global oil supply could rise.” 
Current vote counting and trends sug-
gest the Republicans are poised to 
retain control of the US Senate, while 
the Democrats will hold a slim major-
ity in the House of Representatives. A 
divided Congress could hamper Biden’s 
plans on climate change, economic 
stimulus and easing of sanctions on oil 

producer Iran. Oil prices had surged on 
Wednesday on growing expectations 
that the Organisation of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) and its al-
lies, together called OPEC+, would hold 
off on bringing back 2 million bpd of 
supply in January, given demand has 
been sapped by new Covid-19 lock-
downs. “The volatility in oil will remain 
because of its sensitivity to the US dol-
lar. And the US dollar will remain vola-
tile for at least the next few days as the 
US election still has to be worked out,” 
said Commonwealth Bank commodi-
ties analyst Vivek Dhar. Reuters

ISLAMABAD
The Government of Korea 

has provided in-kind as-
s i s t a n c e  o f  wo r t h  U S 
$500,000 to World Health 
Organization (WHO) for 
strengthening the corona 
response efforts in Pakistan. 
Ambassador of the Republic 
of Korea, Kwak Sung-kyu 
handed over the donation 
to  WHO Representat ive 
in  Pakistan,  Dr  Pal i tha 
Mahipala .  The handing-
over ceremony took place 
at the WHO Country Office 
here on Thursday, said a 
press release. The Korean 
donation included Real-
t ime PCR Kits ,  IgG/IgM 
Standard COVID-19 kits 
and Face Masks to support 
corona response efforts in 
the country. This contri-
bution will support WHO 
to build up immediate and 
rapid response mechanism 
and accelerate its efforts to 
support the COVID-19 pre-
paredness and response 
plan of the Government of 

Pakistan. The Republic of 
Korea has always been sup-
portive of WHO response 
and relief efforts to meet 
different health needs in 
h u m a n i t a r i a n  e m e rg e n-
cies and disasters.  In April 
2020, it provided in-kind 
assistance of  worth US 
$300,000 to WHO to con-
trol the spread of COVID-
19 in Pakistan.  Through 
the Korean support and 
other partners’ assistance, 
WHO has been able to sup-
port the Government of 
Pakistan on COVID-19 sur-
veillance, points of entry, 
laboratory and diagnosis, 
epidemiological analysis, 
IPC and case management, 
and community mobiliza-
tion and sensitization. WHO 
Representative, Dr Palitha 
Mahipala  stated ,  “WHO 
Pakistan highly appreciates 
and admires this unprec-
edented support from the 
Republic of Korea to over-
come the COVID-19 situa-
tion in Pakistan”. App

COAS, Chairman of 
Presidency of Bosnia 

& Herzegovina discuss 
regional security

Islamabad
C h a i r m a n  o f  P re s i d e n -
c y  o f  B o s n i a  &  H e r -
z e g ov i n a  S e f i k  D z a f -
e rov i c  h e l d  a  m e e t i n g 
w i t h  A r my  C h i e f  G e n -
e ra l  Q a m a r  J ave d  B a -
j wa  i n  R awa l p i n d i  t o -
d ay  ( T h u r s d ay )  a n d 
d i s c u s s e d  re g i o n a l  s e -
c u r i t y  a n d  Pa k i s t a n 
B o s n i a  re l a t i o n s .  T h e 
A r my  C h i e f  s a i d  Pa k i -
s t a n  a t t a c h e s  g re a t  i m -
p o r t a n c e  t o  b ro t h e r ly 
re l a t i o n s  w i t h  B o s n i a 
&  H e r z e g ov i n a .  H e 
s a i d  Pa k i s t a n  i s  p ro u d 
o f  s t ro n g  b o n d  o f  l ove 
a n d  s u p p o r t  b e t we e n 
p e o p l e  o f  t wo  c o u n -
t r i e s .  T h e y  d i s c u s s e d 
e n h a n c e d  b i l a t e ra l  c o -
o p e ra t i o n  i n  va r i o u s 
f i e l d s  i n c l u d i n g  d e -
fe n c e ,  t e c h n i c a l  ex p e r -
t i s e  &  j o i n t  ve n t u re s . 
T h e  v i s i t i n g  d i g n i t a r y 
a l s o  a c k n o w l e d g e d 
Pa k i s t a n’ s  c o n t i n u o u s 
e f fo r t s  fo r  p e a c e  a n d 
s t a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  re g i o n 
a n d  p l e d g e d  t o  f u r t h e r 
e n h a n c e  b i l a t e ra l  re l a -
t i o n s .  E a r l i e r,  o n  a r r iva l 
a t  t h e  G H Q,  t h e  v i s i t i n g 
d i g n i t a r y  wa s  p re s e n t -
e d  g u a rd  o f  h o n o u r  a n d 
l a i d  f l o ra l  w re a t h  a t 
Ya d g a r - e -S h u h a d a  t o 
p ay  h o m a g e  t o  m a r t y r s . 

ISLAMABAD
Prime Minister Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir (AJK) Raja Farooq Haider 
on Thursday expressed confidence 
in the efforts being made to resolve 
the Kashmir issue.  The AJK PM met 
Special  Assistant to the Prime Min-
ister (SAPM) on National Security 
Dr Moeed Yousuf here at  Prime Min-
ister’s  Office,  said a press release. 
Both the dignitaries made detailed 
discussion on Kashmir issue,  it  add-
ed.  They also raised concerns over 
India’s  aggressive and irresponsible 
attitude in the region.  He was talking 
to National Security advisor,  Moeed 
Yousaf who called on him at his of-
fice in Islamabad.  The prime minister 
said India was engaged in the system-
atic kil l ings of  Kashmiri  in IIOJK and 
targeting the civil  population of  Azad 
Kashmir.  He said before COVID-19, 
Kashmir was in the sharp focus of  the 
world attention and urged appraise 
the world about the gruesome human 
rights violations of  the Indian forc-
es in the occupied valley.  The prime 
minister discussed with Moeed Yusuf 
about the aggressions of  the Indian 
forces on the Line of  Control  (LoC) 
and setting up hydro power proj-
ects in Azad Kashmir.  He said Kash-
miri  people had been in the complete 
lockdown since 5th of  august last 

year.  Meanwhile,  the Prime Minister 
also held a meeting with the Federal 
Minister for planning and Develop-
ment Asad Umer and discussed ongo-
ing developmental  projects launched 
with the financial  assistance of  the 
Pakistan government in Azad Kash-
mir.  The prime minister thanked 
the federal  government for provid-
ing generous financial  assistance for 
the development of  Azad Kashmir . 
The federal  minister assured that the 
Pakistan government would remain 
engaged with the Azad Kashmir gov-
ernment for the completion of  proj-
ects launched for the welfare and 
economic uplift  of  the people.  VoM

PM AJK expresses confidence in efforts for 
Kashmir cause

KABUL
A prominent women’s rights advocate 

who was part of Afghanistan’s govern-
ment’s team of negotiators at the intra-
Afghan talks with the Taliban said that 
despite the negotiations in Doha, Qatar, 
the insurgent group believe in regain-
ing power “through military means.” 
“(Since signing the deal with the US), 
the Taliban feel they are the winner, 
they have got the idea that they are in 
a position of power and they can prob-
ably win militarily as well … which is 
totally wrong,” said Fawzia Koofi, one 
of the four negotiators who returned 
to Afghanistan last week citing a lack 
of progress in the Doha talks. The intra-
Afghan talks began on Sept. 12 after a 
US-brokered deal with the Taliban in 
February this year to find a peaceful set-
tlement to end the protracted conflict 
in the country. However, the two sides 
have failed to draw up a mechanism 
for the negotiations, let alone engage 
in serious talks. Two key conditions of 
the February agreement were a pris-
oner exchange program between the 
Afghan government and the Taliban 
and the complete withdrawal of US-led 
foreign troops from the country, ending 

Washington’s most prolonged conflict 
in history more than 19 years after the 
invasion. Washington’s accord has given 
the militants “the impression that they 
can retake power by force,” similar to the 
lawless era of the 1990s, years after the 
pull-out of former Soviet Union’s troops 
from Afghanistan, Koofi. She was one of 
four women delegates appointed for the 
talks with the Taliban and she said that, 
contrary to the spirit of the deal with the 
US, the group has “stepped up attacks 
across the country, despite promising to 
reduce violence after the release of thou-
sands of its inmates from Afghan jails.” 
“Even if they win some places militar-
ily … by violence, that is not going to be 
sustainable. Now that we have this mo-
mentum, the regional countries are pro-
peace, everyone is pro-peace, we need 

to focus on how we can bring sustain-
able peace,” Koofi said. Her concerns are 
well-founded. According to a UN report 
released on Oct. 27, more than 6,000 
Afghan civilians were killed or wounded 
in the first nine months of the year in 
the increasing violence and fighting be-
tween government forces and Taliban 
fighters. “Given the surge of attacks by 
the Taliban, I believe there are differ-
ent approaches between Taliban nego-
tiators in Qatar and their commanders 
in the field. The Taliban really need to 
demonstrate that they have one united 
position,” she said. Koofi added that the 
withdrawal of American troops was also 
“condition-based.” “In the absence of a 
political settlement between the Taliban 
and the Afghan government, the troops 
may not leave the country,” she said. A 
staunch women rights activist, Koofi 
served as a lawmaker in Afghanistan 
and was nominated for the Nobel Peace 
Prize this year. In August, she survived 
an assassination attempt when gunmen 
opened fire on her convoy to the north 
of Kabul. At the time she described the 
attack as the work of “peace spoilers,” 
suggesting that the Daesh could have 
been behind it. Reuters

ISLAMABAD
The government has con-
ferred Nishan-e-Pakistan, 
the country ’s  highest  c ivi l 
award to  Chairman of  the 
Presidency of  Bosnia  and 
Herzegovina Sef ik  Dzaf-
erovic .  The award was given 
to  him in recognit ion of  his 
contribution for  strength-
ening bi lateral  relat ions be-
tween Pakistan and Bosnia 
by President  Dr Ari f  Alvi 
during a  welcome ceremony 
held at  Presidency.  He played 
a  vital  role  in  this  regard 
as  speaker and president 
of  Bosnia  and Herzegovi-
na.  President  Dr Ari f  Alvi 
has  said Special  Economic 

Zones being establ ished in 
Pakistan wil l  attract  invest-
ments  from China and rest 
of  the world.   Addressing the 
third China International 
Import   Expo ceremony held 
at  Shanghai  through a  spe-
cial  video message,  he said 
China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor,  a  f lagship project 
of  Belt  & Road Init iat ive is 
forging ahead successful ly. 
He said in  the f irst  phase i t 
focused on energy and in-
frastructure sectors  devel-
opment while  in  the second 
phase development of  social 
sector,  agriculture and es-
tabl ishment of  industry are 
at  i ts  core .  Dr  Ari f  Alvi  ap-

preciated Chinese people 
who under the leadership 
of  President  Xi  J inping have 
successful ly  dealt  with the 
Covid-9 pandemic .  Presi-
dent  said the third phase 
tr ial  of  Covid-19 vaccine is  
being conducted in  Pakistan 
with Chinese col laboration 
and the vaccine wil l  not 
only  benefit  Pakistan but 
the world at  large.  The third 
China International  Import 
Expo in  Shanghai  brings to-
gether around 2,600 busi-
nesses from over 120 coun-
tries  and regions and has 
already registered about 
four hundred thousand 
professional  buyers .  VoM

Nishan-e-Pakistan  
Special Economic Zones will attract foreign investments from all over the world: President

Nishan-e-Pakistan the  highest civil award to Chairman of the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina Sefik Dzaferovic

Pakistan rejects fal-
lacious Indian propa-
ganda against Kartar-

pur Sahib Corridor
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan has categorically rejected the 
baseless and fallacious propaganda 
by the Indian Government against the 
Kartarpur Sahib Corridor, which has 
been rejected by the Pakistan Sikh 
Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee it-
self. In a statement, Foreign Office 
Spokesperson Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri 
said the malicious propaganda by the 
Indian Government is simply an at-
tempt to malign the “Peace Corridor” 
initiative by casting mischievous as-
persions against the interests of the 
Sikh community and to detract atten-
tion from India’s own reprehensible 
human rights violations of minorities 
in India. He said the PSGPC remains 
responsible for carrying out rituals in 
Gurdwara Sahiban, including Kartar-
pur as per Sikh Rehat Maryada.He said 
the Project Management Unit under the 
Evacuee Trust Property Board has sim-
ply been created to facilitate the PSGPC 
in this regard. The Spokesperson said 
any insinuations regarding “transfer-
ring” the affairs of the Gurdwara Dar-
bar Sahib Kartarpur from the PSGPC 
to the PMU are not only contrary to 
the facts but also aimed at creating 
religious disharmony by the Hindutva-
driven BJP government in India. Zahid 
Hafeez Chaudhri said the Sikh commu-
nity from all over the world remains 
greatly appreciative of the efforts made 
by Pakistan to complete the Kartarpur 
Sahib Corridor Project in record time 
and for the excellent arrangements 
made to facilitate the pilgrims. He said 
India would be well advised to take 
steps to protect its minorities and their 
places of worship, rather than feigning 
misleading and sham concerns for the 
rights of minorities elsewhere. VoM
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The positive return

� harles Caleb Colton once said, “The two most precious 
things this side Of the grave are our reputation and our 
life. But it is to be lamented That the most contempt-
ible whisper may deprive us of the one and the Weakest 
weapon of the other”.  Pakistan has been a frontline 
Participant in the Global War on Terrorism (GWOT). In 

performing this Role, it has sacrificed immensely in terms of men 
and material.However, despite its concerted efforts, it has been 
depicted quite Negatively in the global media. As a result ,  it is 
perceived as a Dangerous country, tarnishing its standing in the 
comity of nations.Having ascertained that Pakistan has a less than 
favourable image in The West, it needed to be determined whether 
it matters or not? The Reasons why a positive image is deemed so 
desirable are in many ways Self-evident; however, for the sake of 
completeness they should be re-Examined. As it matters indeed 
then what can be done to attain such a Positive image. At the 
grassroots or community level,  sport can be seen To provide a 
useful way of creating an environment in which people can Come 
together to: work towards the same goal, show respect for oth-
ers. They can share space and equipment and most importantly 
it certainly promotes the positive image of that particular com-
munity. This is what exactly happening now. People are visiting 
Pakistan from all over the world though coronavirus has changed 
the situation altogether. Investors are now showing their interest 
in Pakistan for investment purposes. We all are looking forward 
for some very amazing happenings at the economic fronts of the 
globe in general and Pakistan in particular. The economic forecast 
for the coming year with regards to Pakistan seems to be very 
positive and lucrative. Let’s hope for the affirmative outcomes to 
spark up the economic horizons. Things are changing and they 
will keep on changing for good.

The economic ties and 
current scenarios

A ristotle said, Friendship is a single soul dwelling in two bod-
ies. Pakistan since its inception as an independent state has 
always cherished the goal of establishing cordial relations 
with the ‘Islamic World’. Pakistan’s relations with the GCC 
form an important pillar of its foreign policy. This relation-
ship has historical, cultural, religious, economic and strategic 

foundation. The Gulf States stand out as traditional support for Pakistan 
in varied core issues. They also bailed out Pakistan economically as well 
as politically in most testing times. Moreover, GCC region is economically 
important for Pakistan as it provides employment opportunities for more 
than 3.5 million Pakistani expatriates. Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and UAE 
stand out as our main allies within the GCC. By gazing into the past we get 
to know that both the countries have enjoyed cordial relations in political, 
economic, and defence fields. Pakistan was the second country, after UK, to 
recognize UAE on its inception. China Pakistan economic corridor is another 
opportunity for Pakistan and gulf countries to enhance cooperation. As far 
as the Gulf countries are concerned and those seeking to reinforce their eco-
nomic and strategic ties to Beijing can get benefit of CPEC by using a 3,000 
kilometer land route to china for export of oil and gas instead of using the sea 
route with 12,000km distance. Gulf countries are also fulfilling the growing 
demands of china with regards to hydrocarbons, consequently Beijing also 
aim to decrease the percentage of its energy imports which is CPEC is said 
to be game changer in the region.  The emerging dynamics of south Asian 
region can bring new alliances as well as can strengthen the already existing 
strategic and economic relations between nations. There are several under 
discussion commitments regarding strategic relations between Pakistan and 
GCC countries and particularly with UAE.  In the present day world, economic 
relations drive the foreign relations and affect the diplomacy as well. Pakistan 
cannot remain oblivious of these emerging realities

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Indian 5th Generation Warfare Indian 5th Generation Warfare 

Amid technological advancements, 5th 
generation warfare (5GW) has become 
the fundamental imperative with irre-
versible changing dynamics of proxy 
warfare across the world. The majority 
of the state rapidly adopted this [sig-

nificant] modern warfare tool due to its effective-
ness, and efficiency as compared to the conventional 
warfare modes. India with no exceptions has also in-
culcated 5GW in its deceitful foreign policy calculus 
against Pakistan. Besides conventional conflict esca-
lation, there is a drastic surge of propaganda war-
fare against Pakistan by Indian for the last couple of 
years. With growing tendencies of 5GW, the threat 
perception has also altered, and this ambiguous con-
figuration posed unflinchingly a bigger challenge of 
mitigation and retaliation to Pakistan-where neces-
sary. For the last couple of years, Indian propaganda 
whirls around various major obscure facets. Firstly, 
Pakistan’s armed forces have been the main target of 
Delhi- based propaganda. Secondly, CPEC also faced 
an intimidating challenge of anti-CPEC widespread 
campaign. Third, through the 5GW India is engaged 
in perpetrating civil unrest in Pakistan through the 
exploitation of domestic fault lines. Fourthly, Indian 
propaganda against Kashmir and pretext accusa-

tions of state-sponsored terrorism against Pakistan 
has been the prioritizing aspect of the xenophobic 
political culture of policymakers sitting in Delhi. The 
strategy of propaganda encompasses a wider range 
of options: Using print, electronic, and social media to 
propagate anti-Pakistan narratives, twisting facts, and 
manipulating the realities in aligned with favorable 
gains. According to a research report by Disinfo Lab, 
an EU-based NGO, there are 265 fake news sites across 
the 65 countries involved in promoting anti-Pakistan 
coverage and projecting Indian objectives. Likewise, 
Islamabad Policy Research Institute (IPRI) issued an 
infographic containing the timeline of Indian propa-
ganda warfare for the last two years.During the fresh 
domestic political riddles, Indian media started a nox-
ious campaign against the Pakistan military force. 
By propagating fake news through multiple media 
apparatus regarding the untrue civil war in Karachi 
it attacked to tarnish the image and Pakistan’s pos-
ture that gained remarkable success in recent years. 
Likewise, Indian media and its lobbies are proactively 
engaged in subverting the efforts of Islamabad re-
garding its FATF case. Throughout the FATF case, it in-
advertently tried to influence through its media ploys. 
In recent times, the Afghan peace process remains 
the key target of the Indian 5GW drive. Pitching local 
media and mercenaries, it overwhelmingly initiated 
a global operation to promote a pessimistic view and 
sabotage the hard-earned success of the protracted 
Afghanistan crisis. Concerning CPEC, in the last cou-
ple of months, there is a clear surge against the anti-
CPEC drive in the region. Indian media has directly 
targeted Chairman CPEC authority Gen. AsimBajwa 
to hamper the growing influence of the mega pro-
ject. Apart from this, anti-CPEC policies have been 

the hallmark of Delhi’s assertive strategies ever since 
the commencement of the game-changer project. The 
core reason for this nefarious design is the dependent 
policy on Washington views that foresee CPEC as a 
threat to its regional ambitions and value addition 
to Beijing’s prowess. Therefore a joint propaganda 
venture means to fragment growing Sino-Pak bonho-
mie trends and possible implications. Adding further, 
propaganda on the Kashmir conflict has emerged as 
the fundamental policy of India. In an account of this, 
Pakistan is falsely accused of promoting terrorism in 
the occupied territory. By prejudice means, it also has 
controlled the mainstream media to telecast rational-
ity of crisis. However, bias narratives, twisting facts, 
and yellow journalism that favors the Indian interests 
are allowed, rest voices are being suppressed through 
imposing strict communication blocked, enforced dis-
appearances of the media personnel, and journalists 
of the Kashmir valley. In the year 2019, Indian poli-
cymakers instigated a worldwide myopic approach to 
isolate Pakistan and disrupt its position in the realm 
of geopolitical affairs. The coordinated campaign 
against the current prime minister of Pakistan by the 
Indian and globally sponsored media outlets entails 
the heinous propaganda mindset. Post Pulwama Indo-
Pak crisis is another example of heightened Indian 
propaganda. 

Zac Efron to Star in Survival Thriller ‘Gold’
LONDON

Zac Efron is set to star in “Gold,” a sur-
vival thriller from director Anthony Hayes 
that will  be introduced to buyers at the 
upcoming American Film Market.Altitude 
Film Sales and CAA Media Finance will 
co-represent domestic sales on the film, 
and production is expected to begin in 
Australia later this month.Hayes (“Animal 
Kingdom”) will  also co-star in the fi lm 
alongside Efron in a film about two stran-
gers who together find a giant gold nugget 
while traveling through the desert . While 
one man leaves to go find supplies and 
return, the other is left to guard the gold, 
which puts him up against the elements of 
the desert ,  ravenous wild dogs, mysteri-
ous intruders and his own sanity that he’s 
been left here to die. Hayes also co-wrote 
“Gold” with Polly Smyth, and he’ll produce 
for Rogue Star Pictures along with John 
Schwarz and Michael Schwarz through their 
Deeper Water Films banner. The film’s ex-
ecutive producers are Andrew Mann, Peter 
Touche, Simon Williams, Paul Wiegard, Will 
Clarke, Andy Mayson, Nick Forward and 
Mike Runagall.Madman Entertainment will 
release “Gold” in Australia before it lands 
on an Australian streaming service Stan, 
which helped arrange the financing.Efron 
recently joined an adaptation of a Stephen 
King story “Firestarter,” and he’ll also star 
in a Disney+ remake of “Three Men and a 

Baby.” He was last seen in a TV miniseries 
documentary called “Down to Earth With 
Zac Efron” that debuted over the summer 

on Netflix.  Efron is represented by CAA, 
Alchemy Entertainment and Felker Toczek 
Suddleson Abramson.

NASA Seeks New Partners to Help Put All Eyes 
on Artemis Moon Missions
FLORIDA

NASA is seeking new partners to help the 
agency tell the story of human exploration at 
the Moon with the Artemis program in ways 
that engage, excite, and inspire a worldwide 
audience. Through the end of this decade, 
NASA will explore more of the lunar surface 
than ever before and will establish a sustain-
able human presence with Artemis in prepa-
ration for future human missions to Mars.
The agency has released an Announcement 
for Proposals calling for submissions of po-
tential partnerships to visually bring the pub-
lic along for the ride in new ways, starting as 
early as a trip around the Moon with astro-
nauts on the Artemis II mission, targeted for 
2023. Proposals are due by 11:59 p.m. EST, 
Dec. 11, 2020,“We’re looking for partners to 
use advanced technologies, imagery appli-
cations and approaches that will go beyond 
our standard coverage on NASA TV,” said 
NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine. “We 
want to capture the awe of Apollo for a new 
generation – the Artemis Generation. Just as 
people were glued to the TV 50 years ago as 
astronauts took the first steps on the Moon, 
we want to bring people along in this new 
era of exploration.”Spacecraft are routinely 
outfitted with NASA cameras for technical 
and operational support, such as inspecting 

solar arrays, and footage from these cameras 
typically is used to supplement mission cov-
erage on NASA Television. This announce-
ment primarily focuses on proposals that 
include potential innovative technologies or 
hardware, such as cameras or other equip-
ment that a partner might fly on the mission 
to augment existing NASA imagery.Examples 
could include hardware such as 360-degree 
field-of-view camera systems, virtual reality, 
advanced imagery compression to improve 
image quality over limited bandwidth com-
munication links; unique storytelling and dis-
tribution methods, 4K and Ultra HD camera 
systems, robotic “third-person” views, crew 
handheld camera systems, image stabiliza-
tion, small portable cameras.

Berlin
Germany has entered the first day of a 

month-long “lockdown light”, shutting res-
taurants, bars, gyms and entertainment 
venues, but keeping schools, shops and 
workplaces open.The lockdown is not as 
restrictive as the March-April one, and food 
outlets can still  provide takeaways.The 
coronavirus infection rate is still rising in 
Germany, though not as dramatically as in 
France and Belgium, which are now in tighter 
lockdowns.Italy is also planning tighter rules.
Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte pro-
posed curbs on travel to high-risk areas and 
an earlier night-time curfew. Museums and 
exhibitions would shut and shopping centres 
would close at weekends, under the plans 
now to be discussed in parliament.Cinemas, 
swimming pools, theatres and gyms are al-
ready closed, and food outlets have to stop 
table service by 18:00.Mr Conte warned that 
intensive care units could be overwhelmed 
by December. But Italy wants to avoid an-

other full lockdown because of the economic 
cost.As in Italy’s March crisis, the worst-hit 
region is Lombardy, which includes Milan. 
Next comes Campania, the region around 
Naples. Under Germany’s new rules, public 
meetings are restricted to 10 people maxi-
mum from two households. Private parties 
are banned.Chancellor Angela Merkel urged 
Germans to stick to the new rules now, and 
make November a “breakwater”, so that 
Christmas may be enjoyed despite “this sort 
of natural disaster”.“It will be a Christmas 
under corona conditions, but it should not 
be a lonely Christmas,” she said, explain-
ing that family visits should be feasible, but 
without any “lavish New Year’s parties”.“The 
light at the end of the tunnel is still quite a 
long way off,” she warned.Under Germany’s 
federal system there is some regional varia-
tion, so Hamburg, Lower Saxony and Berlin, 
for example, are exempting children under 
12 from the two-households rule. The lat-
est official data from Germany’s respected 

Robert Koch Institute (RKI) shows 12,097 
new infections in the past 24 hours, bring-
ing the total since the start of the pandemic 
to 545,027 in Germany.The totals for France, 
Spain and the UK - all with smaller popula-
tions than Germany - are all above a million.
On Saturday however, Germany recorded its 
highest daily total so far, with 19,059 cases. 
Germany’s central government is helping 
small businesses with 50 or fewer staff, and 
the self-employed, who are hit especially 
hard by the lockdown: they can get a grant 
covering 75% of their normal turnover. 
The state is providing up to €10bn (£9bn) 
to cover this lockdown hardship, including 
some funding from the EU. Under France’s 
more restrictive lockdown, people are only 
allowed to leave home to do the following: 
essential shopping; attend to medical needs; 
go to work if they really cannot work from 
home; go to school; or exercise outdoors for 
an hour maximum. For those activities, they 
have to carry a downloadable permit.

Germany restricts social life in ‘lockdown light’

November 06 1962

The United Nations General Assembly 
adopts a resolution condemning 
South Africa’s racist apartheid poli-
cies and calling on all its members 
to end economic and military rela-
tions with the country.In effect from 

1948 to 1993, apartheid, which comes from the 
Afrikaans word for “apartness,” was government-
sanctioned racial segregation and political and 
economic discrimination against South Africa’s 
non-white majority. Among many injustices, Black 
South Africans were forced to live in segregated 
areas and couldn’t enter whites-only neighbor-
hoods unless they had a special pass. Although 
white South Africans represented only a small 
fraction of the population, they held the vast ma-
jority of the country’s land and wealth.Following 
the 1960 massacre of unarmed demonstrators at 
Sharpeville near Johannesburg, South Africa, in 
which 69 Black people were killed and over 180 
were injured, the international movement to end 
apartheid gained wide support. However, few 
Western powers or South Africa’s other main trad-
ing partners favored a full economic or military 
embargo against the country. Nonetheless, oppo-

sition to apartheid within the U.N. grew, and in 
1973 a U.N. resolution labeled apartheid a “crime 
against humanity.” In 1974, South Africa was sus-
pended from the General Assembly. After decades 
of strikes, sanctions and increasingly violent dem-

onstrations, many apartheid laws were repealed 
by 1990. Finally, in 1991, under President F.W. de 
Klerk, the South African government repealed all 
remaining apartheid laws and committed to writ-
ing a new constitution.

UN condemns apartheid in South Africa
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Blake asked Stefani’s sons 
before proposing

 

LONDON
Blake Shelton reportedly asked Gwen Stefani’s 
sons for their permission before proposing to 
her last month.The country music star and No 
Doubt frontwoman, who have been the sub-
ject of marriage rumours for years, announced 
their engagement on Instagram and later told 
fans they were “extremely excited” about their 
upcoming wedding.But before he popped the 
question, Blake apparently wanted to make 
sure Gwen’s three boys - Kingston, 14, Zuma, 
12, and Apollo, six - were happy with him of-
ficially becoming their stepfather.“Blake told her 
boys that he wanted to propose and asked their 
permission,” a source told People. “Her family 
very much approves of him. He’s an amazing 
partner and a great extra dad to the boys. Gwen 
is ecstatic. The proposal was a surprise.”The 
marriage will be the second for Stefani, 51, who 
was wed to Bush frontman Gavin Rossdale - the 
father of her three sons - from 2002 until they 
finalised their divorce in 2016. Meanwhile, it will 
be 44-year-old Blake’s third trip down the aisle, 
after unions to Kaynette Williams and second 
wife Miranda Lambert.Gwen and Blake started 
dating in 2015 after meeting on the set of U.S. TV 
show The Voice.VoM

George and Jennifer auc-
tion items for Veterans Day

NEW YORK
George Clooney, Jennifer Aniston, Kenny Chesney, 
and Chris Evans are among celebrities who are 
landing a generous hand to veterans of the US 
armed forces.Several stars have donated items 
to the 4th Annual Veterans Day Celebrity Auction 
from non-profit charity Homes For Our Troops.
There will be several hot ticket items includ-
ing 59-year-old Clooney’s autographed Omega 
Globemaster watch from his personal collection as 
he could even be seen wearing the watch. Aniston, 
51, will be parting with her personal Louis Vuitton 
tote featuring Leonardo Da Vinci’s Mona Lisa em-
blazoned on it designed by artist Jeff Koons.The 
Friends star added a personal touch as she wrote 
‘with love, Jennifer Aniston xoxo’ inside the bag 
which comes with a matching pouch and resells 
for around $5,000 on the secondary market.Evans 
also put two special items up for grabs including 
an autographed Captain America shield as well as 
a poster from Captain America: The First Avenger. 
Mindy Kaling contributed a personal piece from 
her closet in a green patterned Sachin & Babi midi 
dress that she had worn.Music fans also have an op-
portunity to buy an incredible piece of memorabilia 
in Kenny Chesney’s autographed Rogue Acoustic 
Guitar featuring Blue Chair Bay rum logo.VoM

Sultan bin Fahad explores 
spirituality in Rome exhibition

JEDDAH
Inside the ancient walls of the Palazzo Rhinoceros 
gallery in Rome, Italy, Saudi artist Sultan bin 
Fahad is staging his first solo exhibition in Europe, 
“Frequency,” a multisensory exploration of spiritual-
ity that runs until Dec. 10. The Palazzo Rhinoceros is 
a 17th-century palace located at the center of what 
was once Imperial Rome. It has been transformed 
by French architect Jean Nouvel and is now a resi-
dential arts hub and the new seat of Alda Fendi’s 
arts foundation.Bin Fahad’s exhibition is spread over 
two floors and consists of six installations, each of 
which is designed to resemble a spiritual journey 
in which both the environment and rituals evoke 
emotions in the individual. The buzz of background 
voices; the scent of incense, perfume and smoke; 
the sound of water; flavors and gestures; all of this 
combines to draw you into bin Fahad’s work and 
envelope you in an atmosphere of sanctity and ritual 
and spark a connection to the divine. Bin Fahad, 
born into the Saudi royal family in Riyadh in 1971, 
began his artistic journey as a painter, but has since 
adopted a more expansive practice.VoM

Bureau Reuter
LONDON

 Saudi Arabia announced on Thursday 
that it will host a Formula 1 Grand Prix 
in its Red Sea coastal city of Jeddah in 
November, 2021.Announcing the race 
in a ceremony on the Jeddah waterfront, 
Minister of Sport Prince Abdul Aziz bin 
Turki Al-Faisal said that the high-profile 
event will increase tourist numbers to 
the Kingdom. “Welcome to Formula 1 
and welcome to the champions,” Prince 
Abdul Aziz said. He said that the race 
will help the Kingdom become a center 
for international sporting events. “We 
realize the extent to which the people 
of Saudi Arabia are keen to always be at 
the center of the most important sport-
ing and international events, especially 
that this is the first opportunity to fol-
low Formula 1 races on Saudi land,” the 
minister said.“Formula 1 races will be a 
great opportunity in the future to fur-

ther promote positive developments in 
society, provide more options to enrich 
the life of our community and encour-
age it to test new experiences,” Prince 
Abdul Aziz added.The race will be held 
in the Kingdom as part of a 15-year part-
nership between the Saudi Automobile 
and Motorcycle Federation and Formula 
1.The Jeddah Corniche will be the start 
and end point of the race, and a variety 
of recreational and cultural events will 
add to spectators’ enjoyment. The CEO 

and executive chairman of the Formula 
1 Group, Chase Carey, welcomed the 
announcement.“Saudi Arabia is growing 
tremendously to become a major center 
for sport in the world, and this is evident 
through the many international events it 
had held in past years, and now it will 
host one of the Formula 1 tours,” Carey 
said. He said the Kingdom “is a very im-
portant region for us,” adding that about 
70 percent of the Saudi population is 
under 30.“That is why we are excited to 
communicate and interact with them, and 
enhance their great passion for Formula 
1,” the CEO added. The Saudi Grand Prix 
appears on the provisional F1 calendar 
for 2021 that has been distributed to race 
teams. It is expected to be the penultimate 
race of the 2021 season, which will end with 
the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix at the Yas Marina 
circuit.Jeddah will host the Saudi race until a 
new purpose-built track at Qiddiyah is com-
pleted in 2023.

Bureau  Report
Lahore 

Australia s Big Bash League was 
Thursday pushed back a week, but or-
ganisers confirmed it will be played in 
multiple cities with state borders reo-
pening after coronavirus shutdowns.
The 10th season of the eight-franchise 
Twenty20 tournament was intially due 
to begin on December 3, but it will now 
start seven days later.The women s ver-
sion is currently being played entirely in 
Sydney and there were concerns that also 
might be the case for the men.But news 
in recent days that several state borders 
are set to reopen following a sharp drop 
in new coronavirus cases has allowed 
Hobart, Canberra, Brisbane and Adelaide 
to host 21 matches during December.
Venues for games in the new year will be 
announced over the coming weeks with 
hopes that Melbourne can be added.“This 
is without doubt the most complex fixtur-

ing task ever undertaken by the BBL and 
we are excited with where it has landed,” 
said Cricket Australia s Big Bash League 
head Alistair Dobson.“It has been a dif-
ficult year for so many people around 
Australia and we look forward to bring-
ing the BBL to every state should border 
conditions allow us to.”All three of the 

world s top-ranked Twenty20 players 
-- spinner Rashid Khan, batsman Dawid 
Malan and allrounder Mohammad Nabi 
-- have signed on to play the tourna-
ment.The action will start in Hobart 
with the Hurricanes facing the Sydney 
Sixers before the Melbourne Stars take 
on Brisbane Heat a day later in Canberra.

Benchmark index rises 789.34 points 

to settle at 41,071.3
Bureau Report

KARACHI
The Pakistan Stock Exchange registered a 

handsome rally on Thursday as clarity over 
the US presidential election helped the bench-
mark KSE-100 index soar nearly 800 points and 
power past the 41,000-point mark.The market 
had a spillover impact of the uptick in global 
and regional equities after Joe Biden took lead 
over incumbent President Donald Trump in the 
election.In addition, the government’s efforts 
to resolve the circular debt issue helped keep 
the index in the green zone. On Wednesday, the 
Economic Coordination Committee formed a 
panel aimed at settling the ballooning circular 
debt.During the day, stock investors also took 
cue from consistent appreciation of the rupee 
against the US dollar and took fresh positions. 
Index-heavy cement, financial and oil sectors 
turned attractive and received modest invest-
ment.The bullish investor sentiment helped the 
market start trading with a spike, triggering a 
buying spree that continued for the rest of the 
day. Although a few dips were witnessed from 
time to time, they were corrected aptly.The 
upward trend accelerated towards the close of 
trade and inflated the market’s gains.At close, 

the benchmark KSE-100 index recorded an in-
crease of 789.34 points, or 1.96%, to settle at 
41,071.3 points.Arif Habib Limited, in its report, 
stated that Biden’s win, based on statistics al-
though not declared yet, provided global markets 
some relief and stability and propped up inves-
tor sentiment.“Resultantly, international crude 
oil prices stabilised near the highs touched in 
the past couple of sessions,” he said. “Regional 
stock markets followed suit and traded +2.5% on 
average.”Pakistan’s bourse nudged along while 
trading in the positive zone in the entire session 
and added a total of 803 points during the day. 
It closed up by 789 points.Buying activity was 
observed across the board, however, exploration 
and production and oil and gas marketing sec-
tors contributed the most to the index, it said.JS 
Global analyst Maaz Mulla said recovery was wit-
nessed at the Pakistan bourse where the index 
touched intraday high of +803 points and closed 
at 41,071, up 789 points.Major contribution to 
the total market volume came from Pakistan 
Refinery (+7.4%), Unity Foods (+0.5%), Pakistan 
International Bulk Terminal (+2.7%) and Hascol 
Petroleum (+3.3%) with a cumulative 104 mil-
lion shares traded. The exploration and produc-
tion sector experienced a rally where Pakistan 
Oilfields (+4.1%), Pakistan Petroleum (+4.9%) 
and Oil and Gas Development Company (+3.8%) 
were the major movers as crude oil prices re-

covered in the international market. Moreover, 
the refinery sector also enjoyed the upward 
rally where Attock Refinery (+5.8%), National 
Refinery (+5.2%) and Pakistan Refinery (+7.4%) 
gained ground. Among cement stocks, Lucky 
Cement (+1.7%), Cherat Cement (+1%), Pioneer 
Cement (+1.6%), Fauji Cement (+1.1%), Maple 
Leaf Cement (+0.7%) and DG Khan Cement 
(+0.8%) moved higher.“Furthermore, the market 
shall remain bullish ahead but with uncertainty 
amid politics and increasing coronavirus cases. 
Hence, we recommend investors to book profit 
on the higher side and wait for any sharp dip to 
accumulate value stocks,” the analyst said.

Bureau Report
BEIJING

As Chinese policymakers outline the devel-
opment roadmap for the next five years, a 
look at the country’s key projects over the 
past half decade may offer a hint at why 
China has made tremendous advancement 
in economic and social development.During 
the 13th Five-Year Plan period (2016-2020), 
China has implemented 165 major projects, 
highlighting the country’s progress in areas 
covering technological advancement, in-
frastructure development as well as social 
and cultural improvements.These initiatives 
helped drive economic growth, enrich human 
understanding of the universe and bring con-
crete benefits to the people. hina launched 
the last satellite of the BeiDou Navigation 
Satellite System in June this year, marking 
the completion of the deployment of its own 
global navigation satellite system.As one of 
the four global navigation satellite systems 
in the world, Beidou is expected to provide 
global users with a range of services, includ-

ing global short-message communication, 
basic navigation and international search-
and-rescue assistance.“Beidou serves not 
only China but also the world,” said Wang 
Wenbin, a Foreign Ministry spokesperson.
The project is just one example of scien-
tific endeavors China has made in the past 
years to meet its development needs as well 
as to contribute to the benefit of humanity.
Major achievements include the unveiling of 
the Tiangong-2 space lab, Jiaolong deep-sea 
manned submersible, Five-hundred-meter 
Aperture Spherical Radio Telescope (FAST), 
and the launch of dark matter probe satel-
lite Wukong and the quantum science sat-
ellite Mozi. China announced the opening 
of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge in 
October 2018, which is the world’s longest 
cross-sea bridge.The 55-km-long bridge con-
nects China’s southern mainland province of 
Guangdong with the country’s two special 
administrative regions of Hong Kong and 
Macao.In the past five years, China completed 
several infrastructure projects that con-

nected its people and facilitated opening-up.
Beijing’s new Daxing International Airport, 
for instance, was built in less than five years 
and officially opened to flights on Sept. 25, 
2019.Hailed as the “new gateway” to China, 
the new airport has seen the total passenger 
throughput exceed 10 million a year after 
it began functioning.By the end of the 13th 
Five-Year Plan period, the country’s rail lines 
in operation will have reached 146,000 km, 
with high-speed rail lines totaling 38,000 km, 

Key projects boost prosperity in China over past 5 years

Kuwait’s $124bn 
pension fund had re-
cord first-half profit

Bureaau Report
Kuwait

Kuwait’s $124bn pension fund 
racked up a record profit in the 
first half, continuing a turna-
round for an institution previ-
ously marred by a corruption 
scandal. The Public Institution 
for Social Security, which owns 
a quarter of US private eq-
uity firm Stone Point Capital, 
said profit rose 362 per cent 
to $12.1bn in the first half. It 
surged 611 per cent to $4.7bn 
in the second quarter, reflecting 
the “governance and strength” 
of its new investment strategy, 
according to a statement on 
Wednesday.A new management 
team was brought into the fund 
in 2017 to transform the state-
owned institution after its for-
mer head was found guilty of 
personally profiting from the 
organization over decades. The 
fund has since exited more than 
$20bn in questionable deals in 
a major reorganisation of its 
portfolio.PIFSS, as the fund is 
known, said in August it aims to 
have 12 per cent to 17 per cent 
of its portfolio in real estate, 
followed by private equity at 
between 8 per cent and 13 per 
cent and infrastructure at 3 per 
cent to 10 per cent. Between 40 
per cent and 60 per cent of its 
portfolio is in stocks and fixed 
income. PIFSS also owns 25 per 
cent of Oak Hill Advisors and 10 
per cent of TowerBrook Capital 
Partners.

Bureau Report
LONDON

Britain’s Marks & Spencer reported the first 
loss in its 94 years as a publicly listed com-
pany after clothing sales were hammered by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, but an encouraging 
performance in food sent its battered shares 
higher.The stock was up 5 percent in early 
trade on Wednesday, paring 2020 losses to 55 
percent, as investors took comfort that the half 
year loss was not as bad as feared and that the 
initial success of a partnership with Ocado has 
given M&S’s food business an online presence 
for the first time.“Looking at H1 cold, it looks 
like a car crash but relative to expectations the 
print was OK,” said analysts at Peel Hunt.Marks 
& Spencer (M&S) had been struggling to rein-
vent itself after decades of failed attempts before 
the pandemic hit.In May, it said the crisis would 
indelibly change its business and it would ac-
celerate the latest turnaround plan, delivering 
three years of change in one. In August, M&S 
cut 7,000 jobs.M&S made a pretax loss before 
one-off items of £17.4 million ($22.6 million) in 
the 26 weeks to Sept. 26 — its first loss since 
joining the stock market in 1926.The outcome 
was ahead of analysts’ average forecast of a £59 

million loss. M&S made a profit of £176 million 
in the same period last year. Clothing and home-
ware revenue slumped 40.8 percent, damaged 
by a three-month coronavirus lockdown in the 
spring.All clothing retailers have been hurt by the 
crisis. On Tuesday, Primark reported a 63 percent 
fall in annual profit and Next last week forecast 
a 50 percent decline.M&S’s first-half food sales 
rose 2.7 percent on a like-for-like basis, with 
weak performances from stores in city centers 
and transport hubs because of the government’s 
work-from-home directive offset by a better 
showing from suburban stores.CEO Steve Rowe 

said the September launch of the Ocado venture 
had gone “fantastically,” with customer reaction 
ahead of expectations.Despite the loss he struck a 
confident tone, telling reporters: “We’re building 
an M&S which is fitter, faster and more digital 
and is ready to emerge as a stronger, renewed 
business.”In the first four weeks of M&S’s sec-
ond half, food revenue was up 3 percent, cloth-
ing and homeware was down 21.5 percent and 
international revenue was up 7.4 percent.But 
M&S cautioned that England’s new four-week 
lockdown, beginning Thursday, would hit cloth-
ing and homeware sales and profit.

M&S slides to first loss as pandemic hits sales

Bureau Report
ROME

Four goals in three Champions League games. Six in seven 
matches overall.Not bad for a player who was Juventus’ fourth 
option in the transfer market.Signed on loan from Atletico 
Madrid for €10 million ($12 million), Alvaro Morata is turning 
into a bargain buy. The Bianconeri turned to him in September 
only after failing to sign Luis Suarez, Edin Dzeko and Arkadiusz 
Milik.And when Paulo Dybala lacked condition and Cristiano 
Ronaldo caught the coronavirus, Juventus thrust Morata into 
action.After scoring the opening two goals in Juventus’ 4-1 win 
at Ferencvaros on Wednesday, Morata said, “I’ve got the moti-
vation that every player needs. I feel wanted and desired and 
I’ve got everything I need here.”But Juventus initially desired 
Suarez, who went so far as to take an Italian language and citi-
zenship exam, and Dzeko, who was so sure in September that 
he was heading to Juventus that he stopped training with Roma.
Morata, however, was an appealing backup plan because he won 
two Serie A titles with Juventus in 2015 and 2016 and played 
with new coach Andrea Pirlo for part of that stint.Perhaps 
that’s why Pirlo seemed to know that Morata could prosper in 
a traditional center forward role supported by Ronaldo — as 
evidenced when Ronaldo set up Morata’s second goal against 
Ferencvaros.”(Ronaldo) can play behind the two strikers, next 
to Morata like in this match, a bit behind him,” Pirlo said. “He 
moved well, and they liaised well when they needed to.”Morata 
also had already teamed with Ronaldo at Real Madrid. Unlike 
what could have been the case with Suarez and Dzeko, Morata 
seems more willing to adapt his game to Juventus’ other for-
ward and accept a reserve role when Ronaldo and Dybala re-
gain their top fitness. 

KSE-100 rallies over US election clarity

Saudi Arabia to host Formula 1 race in 2021

Forget Suarez and Dzeko, 
Morata is a bargain for Juventus

Australia’s T20 Big Bash delayed, more venues to be used
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SHANGHAI/TOKYO/LONDON/NEW YORK
Wall Street saw an early surge and a 
rally in the dollar faded on Wednesday, 
as a too-close-to-call U.S. presidential 
election left traders betting on a divided 
Senate that would keep stimulus flow-
ing but hold tax rises and regulation in 
check. Wall Street started with a tech-
led surge but traders had seen dizzy-
ing volatility as the razor-edged race 
left the final outcome in doubt for days 
or even weeks. Democratic contender 
Joe Biden took to the air to declare he 
remained optimistic about winning 
and called for all votes to be counted, 
no matter how long it took. President 
Donald Trump responded in trademark 
combative style, saying he had won, that 
“they” were trying to steal the election, 
and that he would go the U.S. Supreme 
Court to fight for victory. Investors had 
initially wagered that a possible Demo-
cratic sweep by Biden could ease po-
litical risk and provide a boost to fiscal 
stimulus. The mood quickly changed as 
Trump snatched Florida and Ohio and 
ran much closer in other battleground 
states than polls predicted, only to then 
flip again in Europe as states, such as 
Michigan, and betting markets leaned 
back to favouring Biden. Wall Street’s 
early 2% jump in the S&P 500, 1% rise 

in the Dow Jones and 2.5% climb in the 
Nasdaq <.IXIC came after wild whipsaw-
ing overnight. Wild futures markets had 
fallen when the race tightened, climbed 
when the voting seemed to favour 
Trump, dropped again when he vowed 
to make a Supreme Court challenge only 
to steady and spurt higher again. [.N] 
Europe’s main bourses London, Paris 
and Frankfurt were dragged along too. 
They overcame initial drops to stand 
1.3%-1.8% higher having also shrugged 
off data showing the region heading for 
a double dip recession. [/EU] Amundi’s 
Head of Global Views Didier Borowski 
said prudence was needed with the U.S. 
result in limbo. “We expect an 85% like-
lihood of knowing the winner within ten 
days.” However, there is a “real possibil-

ity” it could take until January, including 
the Senate. “This environment is condu-
cive to volatility and a retreat towards 
safe havens.” (For the latest results and 
news on U.S. election, click: here ) Deal-
ers said investors may consider a status 
quo result would lessen political uncer-
tainty and remove the risk a Biden ad-
ministration would roll back corporate 
tax cuts.  The technology sector found 
encouragement, with NASDAQ futures 
surging nearly 4%. E-Mini futures were 
last up 1.7%, a near 3% swing from the 
1% drop seen when Trump vowed to 
go to the Supreme Court. [.N] Andrew 
Brenner, head of international fixed 
income at NatAlliance Securities, said 
the move in techs appeared to be a 
play on the Senate potentially staying 
Republican. Brenner said that under a 
Biden win, tech stocks were seen far-
ing worse, as Democrats would be ex-
pected to tackle the sector in hearings 
and because a potential rise in capital 
gains tax would hit tech stocks harder. 
Stéphane Monier, CIO at Lombard 
Odier said a divided Congress would 
have “far-reaching implications for 
markets, mostly because it means that 
any kind of pandemic recovery pack-
age is still tough to approve”. Reuters

The restrictions, which 
cover those with valid vi-
sas and residence permits 

draw a frosty response 
from Britain

BEIJING
China has barred non-Chinese travellers 
from Britain, Belgium, the Philippines and 
India, imposing some of the most stringent 
entry curbs of any country as global coro-
navirus cases surge. The restrictions, which 
cover those with valid visas and residence 
permits and take effect in conjunction with 
a more restrictive testing regime for arrivals 
from several other countries, drew a frosty 
response from Britain. “We are concerned 
by the abruptness of the announcement and 
the blanket ban on entry, and await further 
clarification on when it will be lifted,” said 
the British Chamber of Commerce in China 
as the blanket bans were announced by the 
four countries’ Chinese embassies. England 
started a month-long lockdown on Thurs-
day. Britain’s virus death toll is the highest 
in Europe and it is grappling with more 
than 20,000 new cases a day. Belgium has 
Europe’s highest per capita number of new 
confirmed cases, while the Philippines has 

the second-highest number of infections 
and deaths in Southeast Asia after Indone-
sia. The suspensions were a partial reversal 
of an easing on Sept 28, when China allowed 
all foreigners with valid residence permits 
to enter. In March, China had banned entry 
of foreigners in response to the epidemic. 
Meanwhile, many people planning Novem-
ber visits to China scrambled to book earlier 
flights to circumvent potentially disruptive 
restrictions due to come into force for other 
countries from Friday. Linyi Li, a Chinese na-
tional, had planned to fly from Seattle to Chi-
na in mid-November but switched her flight 
to Nov 6 even though fares had tripled. “The 
tickets were sold out in seconds, as people 
were all scrambling to beat the deadline,” 
said Li, 30. “I’ve been rushing to sell many 
of my family belongings in the past days in 

case I can’t get back to the States.” From Fri-
day, all passengers from the United States, 
France, Germany and Thailand bound for 
mainland China must take a nucleic acid test 
and a blood test for antibodies against the 
coronavirus no more than 48 hours before 
boarding. Flights scheduled for Friday are 
not covered by the new rule, since passen-
gers would have done their tests before that 
day under previous requirements. China 
also plans to impose dual-test requirements 
on travellers from Australia, Singapore and 
Japan from Nov 8. The European Union 
Chamber of Commerce in China said the an-
tibody test was not widely available in many 
countries. “(So) unfortunately, while techni-
cally leaving the door open, these changes 
imply a de facto ban on anyone trying to 
get back to their lives, work and families in 
China,” said the European Union Chamber 
of Commerce in China. On Tuesday, China 
Southern Airlines, the country’s biggest 
carrier by passenger load, said it would 
suspend transit services for passengers em-
barking from 21 countries, mostly African 
and Asian countries and including India and 
the Philippines. The number of weekly in-
ternational passenger flights serving main-
land China from late October through March 
is set to slump 96.8% from a year earlier to 
592, the latest schedules show. Xinhua

Issues regarding IIOJK should 
be resolved according to 

UNSC resolutions and bilat-
eral agreements, China adds

BEIJING  
China has said issues regarding Indian Ille-
gally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) 
should be resolved peacefully and properly 
according to the UN charter, relevant UN Se-
curity Council (UNSC) resolutions and bilat-
eral agreements. Chinese Foreign Ministry’s 
Spokesperson Wang Wenbin reiterated that 
China’s position on IIOJK was ‘consistent and 
clear’. Spokesperson Wenbin also rejected the 
notion, when asked in a question, of China 
not having a neutral position over the re-
cently given provisional provincial status to 
Gilgit-Baltistan (G-B). On November 2, Paki-
stan categorically rejected Indian Ministry 
of External Affairs’ irresponsible and unwar-
ranted statement regarding Gilgit-Baltistan 
(G-B), saying that India has no locus standi 
whatsoever on the issue — legal, moral or 
historical. Foreign Office spokesperson Zahid 
Hafeez Chaudhri had said in a statement that 

for more than 73 years, India had been in il-
legal and forcible occupation of parts of Jam-
mu and Kashmir. “Regurgitation of false and 
fabricated claims by India can neither change 
the facts nor divert attention from India’s il-
legal actions and continuing humanitarian 
crisis resulting from the perpetration of the 
worst human rights violations in Indian Ille-
gally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK),” 
it said. “Pakistan’s position on the Jammu and 
Kashmir dispute remains firmly anchored in 
the relevant United Nations Security Coun-
cil Resolutions. The final resolution of the 
Jammu and Kashmir dispute is only possible 
through the exercise of the Kashmiris’ right 
to self-determination by holding a free and 
impartial plebiscite under the auspices of 
the United Nations.” The statement had came 
hours after the Indian external affairs min-
istry spokesperson Anurag Srivastava said 
that India opposed any “material changes” 
in Gilgit-Baltistan, claiming it to be a part of 
Indian territory. Chaudhri had added that ad-
ministrative, political and economic reforms 
were a long-standing demand of the people 
of Gilgit-Baltistan, adding that the envisaged 
provisional reforms reflected the aspirations 
of the indigenous populace of the region. App

ISLAMABAD
Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Social Protec-
tion and Poverty Alleviation, Dr. Sania Nishtar Thursday 
said Women Empowerment Centers (WECs) are signifi-
cantly contributing to reduce the women’ dependence 
on government-led social safety nets. She said that WECs 
successfully brought women into the mainstream of eco-
nomic development and financial inclusion. “It is heart-
ening to see that WEC’s skills training courses enable the 
young girls to start their own businesses and earn liveli-
hoods for their families,” she said during her visit to the 
Ehsaas Women Empowerment Center (WEC) in Burma 
Town. She said ensuring equality, training women, and 
providing access to opportunities to deserving women 
is the core thinking behind WECs. Every year, as many as 
250 girls are graduated from each WEC to start their busi-
ness or a job. She disclosed that as part of major reforms 
brought under Ehsaas, the training courses offered by 
WECs will be certified by the National Technology Board 
by the end of this year. This will significantly enhance the 
credibility and acceptance of the women’s livelihoods 
skills in the local economy, she said. The WEC operates 
under the supervision of Pakistan Bait ul Mal that is one 
of the four main executing agencies of Ehsaas. At the 
centre, Dr. Nishtar met the deserving yet talented girls 
and women who were enrolled in complementary skills 
training courses- computer literacy, beautician, dress 
designing and making, hand and machine embroidery 
etc. She listened to the voices, concerns and suggestions 

of the girls. The SAPM was joined by Secretary Poverty 
Alleviation and Social Safety Division and Managing Di-
rector Pakistan Baitul Mal during her visit. The WEC was 
imparting local skills training to the girls and women be-
longing to the low-income groups in two-shifts bi-annu-
ally. Strengthening and expansion of WECs is one of the 
tangible measures being taken for the socio-economic 
empowerment of women under the umbrella of Ehsaas. 
While under the supervision of Pakistan Baitul Mal, the 
disadvantaged women are empowered through skills de-
velopment in the fields of livelihoods, education, economy, 
and self-reliance at 157 WECs nationwide. The key focus 
of Ehsaas is on closing the gender gap and women em-
powerment. Ehsaas seeks to link the existing and emerg-
ing livelihoods and community level programs in ways 
that promote diverse income opportunities and enhance 
women’s control of resources in the household. VoM

Pakistan has taken effective 
measures for controlling 

human trafficking: Interior 
minister

ISLAMABAD
Saudi Arabia has allowed 
Pakistan’s national flag car-
rier, Pakistan International 
Airlines, to operate two new 
weekly flights to Al-Qassim 
province. In a statement, the 
Saudi Civil Aviation said the 
flights between the northern 
Saudi region and Pakistan’s 
city of Multan will start 
from November 19. The Au-
thority said Al-Qassim will 
be PIA’s fifth destination 
in Saudi Arabia and will be 
a convenient location for 
Pakistani expatriates resid-
ing in the northern parts of 
the kingdom. With the new 
destination, PIA will be op-
erating 42 weekly flights 
to Saudi Arabia. It already 
flies to Medina, Dammam, 
Riyadh and Jeddah.VoM

Establishment of check posts and in-
telligence-based operations resulted 
in the decline of cases, says minister

SLAMABAD
Bosnia’s Minister for Security of Bosnia and Herze-
govina Selmo Cikotic while expressing his gratitude 
to the warm welcome accorded to him by Pakistan, 
said that the signing of the agreement between the 
two countries on illegal immigration will further 
boost the existing brotherly relations between the 
two countries. He agreed with Pakistan’s federal 
minister that such illegal immigrants must be treat-
ed humanely since they left their countries mostly 
in search of better opportunities. The Bosnian dig-
nitary said both countries are bought together by 
circumstance and the Islamic bond. Both the Bos-
nian people and the government rank Pakistan 
at the highest place due to the principled stance it 
had always taken on a number of issues relating to 
Bosnia. He added that the Bosnian government is 
looking forward to learning from the experience of 
Pakistan in intelligence, policing and border man-
agement since it has successfully emerged out of 
challenges on internal and external fronts. Federal 
Minister Shah assured his Bosnian counterpart of 
complete cooperation in this regard. He also appre-
ciated the Bosnian government for Visa-Free Entry 
to Pakistani Diplomatic and Services Passports. The 
Bosnian minister for security also invited Pakistan’s 
federal minister for an official visit to Sarajevo, which 
will be worked out by both sides after normalisa-
tion of the current situation due to the second wave 
of Covid-19. Federal Minister for Interior Brigadier 
(Retd) Ijaz Ahmed Shah in a meeting with Minister 
for Security of Bosnia and Herzegovina Selmo Cikot-
ic. PHOTO: EXPRESS Earlier on Wednesday, Prime 
Minister Imran Khan and visiting Chairman of Pres-
idency of Bosnia & Herzegovina Šefik Džaferović ex-
pressed resolve to extend trade cooperation while 
favouring a peaceful solution of Kashmir issue and 
standing united against the rampant Islamophobia. 
Addressing a joint press conference after signing of 
two accords on scientific cooperation and readmis-
sion agreement, Prime Minister Imran Khan said 
that both the countries would continue meetings to 
improve trade and cooperation in every field. VoM

MIRPUR  
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi has said steps are afoot 
to ensure fast track implemen-
tation of the second phase of 
CPEC related projects. He was 
talking to Chinese Ambassador 
to Pakistan Nong Rong in Islam-
abad on Thursday. The Foreign 
Minister said both Pakistan and 
China have always supported in 
each other difficult times. He ex-
pressed his gratitude to China for 
extending timely assistance to 
Pakistan to cope with Coronavi-
rus. Shah Mahmood Qureshi said 
the entire world knows the exem-
plary and everlasting friendship 
that exists between Pakistan and 
China. The Chinese Ambassador 
assured to make all out efforts to 
further strengthen bilateral rela-
tions between the two countries. 
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi has said Pakistan con-
tinues to raise the voice for op-
pressed Kashmiri people at all in-
ternational forums including the 
UN, European Union, the OIC and 
human rights organizations. He 

was talking to Chairman Jammu 
and Kashmir Self-determination 
Movement-International Raja Na-
jabat Hussain who called on him 
in Islamabad. The Foreign Min-
ister said Kashmir dispute is an 
important pillar of our foreign 
policy. He said Pakistan will con-
tinue to extend moral, diplomatic 
and political support to the Kash-
miri people in their just struggle 
for right to self-determination.  
Alluding to the Indian atrocities 
on Kashmiri people, the Foreign 
Minister said all the Kashmiris 
have rejected the illegal and uni-
lateral steps of fifth August last 
year. Newly appointed Chinese 
Ambassador to Pakistan Nong 
Rong on Thursday called on For-
eign Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi at the Foreign Office in 
Islamabad. Talking to the envoy, 
FM Qureshi congratulated Nong 
Rong over assuming the respon-
sibilities as China’s ambassador 
to Pakistan. Matters pertaining to 
bilateral ties, coronavirus situa-
tion, Pak-China friendship, CPEC 

and other issues came under dis-
cussion in the meeting. The for-
eign minister hoped that the re-
lations batten Pakistan and China 
will further improved during his 
tenure. On the occasion, the Chi-
nese ambassador vowed that 
he will play his role for further 
strengthening ties between the 
two brotherly countries. Earlier 
on September 18, Chief of Army 
Staff (COAS) General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa had hosted a farewell din-
ner in honour of outgoing Chinese 
ambassador Yao Jing at the Gen-
eral Headquarters in Rawalpindi. 
During the interaction, matters of 
mutual interest, regional security 
and enhanced bilateral coopera-
tion came under discussion, the 
military’s media wing had said. 
The COAS had thanked the am-
bassador for his services and ap-
preciated his contributions for 
fostering strong ties between the 
two countries and support to-
wards security cooperation, han-
dling of COVID-19 pandemic and 
stance on Kashmir. VoM

2nd phase of CPEC

Pakistan continues to raise voice for oppressed Kashmiris at all int’l forums: FM
FM said steps are afoot to ensure fast track implementation of the second phase of CPEC related projects.
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to Al-Qassim

‘Sikh body remains 
in-charge of Gurdwara 
in Kartarpur’, Pakistan 
rebukes Indian claims

Malicious propaganda is simply 
an attempt to malign the ‘Peace 

Corridor’, says Foreign Office
ISLAMABAD

akistan has categorically rejected the “base-
less and fallacious” Indian claims that the 
management of the Gurdwara Darbar Sahib 
Kartarpur has been transferred to a non-Sikh 
body. The Foreign Office in a statement on 
Thursday said the Indian claims have been 
rejected by the Pakistan Sikh Gurdwara Pra-
bandhak Committee (PSGPC) itself. The In-
dian Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) has 
claimed that it received representations from 
the Sikh community expressing grave con-
cern over the decision to transfer the man-
agement and maintenance of the gurudwara 
from the PSGPC to the administrative control 
of the Evacuee Trust Property Board, a non-
Sikh body. “The malicious propaganda by 
the Indian government is simply an attempt 
to malign the “Peace Corridor” initiative by 
casting mischievous aspersions against the 
interests of the Sikh community and to de-
tract attention from India’s own reprehen-
sible human rights violations of minorities 
in India, according to the FO statement. The 
PSGPC remains responsible for carrying out 
rituals in Gurdwara Sahiban, including Kar-
tarpur as per ‘Sikh Rehat Maryada’. The Proj-
ect Management Unit (PMU) under the Evac-
uee Trust Property Board (ETPB) has simply 
been created to facilitate the PSGPC in this 
regard, it added. The official statement also 
said any insinuations regarding “transfer-
ring” the affairs of the Gurdwara Darbar Sa-
hib Kartarpur are not only contrary to the 
facts but also aimed at creating “religious 
disharmony by the Hindutva-driven BJP 
government in India”. The Sikh community 
from all over the world remains greatly ap-
preciative of the efforts made by Pakistan 
to complete the Kartarpur Sahib Corridor 
Project in record time and for the excellent 
arrangements made to facilitate pilgrims. 
India would be well advised to take steps 
to protect its minorities and their places of 
worship, rather than feigning misleading 
and sham concerns for the rights of minori-
ties elsewhere, the communiqué added. VoM




