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Democracy is like a streetcar. 
When you come to your stop, 

you get off.

President Turkey

Recep Tayyip Erdogan

Chinese enterprise to set up gene and cell 
technology research centre in Pakistan

US judge orders Trump administration to restore 
‘Dreamer’ immigration program

The Asian Telegraph

PDM not realizing se-
riousness of pandem-

ic: Dr Firdous
LAHORE

Special Assistant to Chief Minister (SACM) Pun-
jab Dr. Firdous Ashiq Awan on Saturday said that 
the entire Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) 
seemingly at the highest level of ignorance which 
was not realizing the seriousness of the corona 
pandemic. In a statement issued here, she said 
that the opposition soaked in the virus of corrup-
tion and only worried about their nefarious poli-
tics rather than the public. She said the COVID-19 
virus was spreading rapidly and the death rate 
had also increased. She added that Lahore had 
reported to have maximum number of corona 
patients which was more than 60,000. Around 
540 confirmed corona cases had been surfaced 
whereas 22 people died during the last 24 hours 
in Punjab, she said. The number of active corona 
patients in Punjab had reached 19,941 and the 
death toll had touched the number of 3,137, she 
added. Dr Firdous Ashiq Awan warned that un-
der such circumstances holding public gatherings 
could result in the further spread of this outbreak. 
She said the PDM was trying to put the lives of 
people at risk for their negative politics. She asked 
the opposition to be kind to the nation and stop 
playing with the lives of people. She said that the 
government had set up nine new special educa-
tion centres in Muzaffargarh, Rawalpindi, Bhakkar, 
Gujranwala, Sialkot, Sheikhupura, Khanewal and 
Layyah. Moreover, secondary schools for girls have 
been set up in Sahiwal and Bahawalpur and degree 
colleges in Sargodha and DG Khan as well. VoM

Oil moves towards $50 after OPEC+ supply compromise
Support also comes 

from $908b coronavirus 
aid plan gaining momen-

tum in US Congress
Bureau Reporter

LONDON
Brent crude oil futures rose to 

just under $50 a barrel on Friday as 
major producers agreed on a com-
promise to increase output slightly 
from January but continue the bulk 
of existing supply curbs to cope 
with coronavirus-hit demand. Brent 
was up $0.53 at $49.24 a barrel by 
1034 GMT after hitting its highest 
since early March at $49.92. West 
Texas Intermediate rose $0.47 to 
$46.11 a barrel. Both benchmarks 
are set for a fifth straight week of 
gains. Organisation of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) and 
Russia on Thursday agreed to ease 
deep oil output cuts from January by 
500,000 barrels per day (bpd) with 
further as yet undefined increases 
on a monthly basis, failing to reach a 

compromise on a broader policy for 
the rest of 2021. OPEC+ had been ex-
pected to continue existing cuts until 
at least March, after backing down 
from plans to raise output by 2 mil-
lion bpd. The increase means OPEC 
and Russia, a group known as OPEC+, 
are set to reduce production by 7.2 
million bpd, or 7% of global demand 
from January, compared with current 
cuts of 7.7 million bpd. The deal will 
ensure declining crude inventories 
through the first quarter, said SEB an-
alyst Bjarne Schieldrop. “Oil demand 
is likely to rebound strongly in 2021 
along with the rollout of vaccines. 

There are good reasons to be bullish 
for oil,” he said. But there was a risk 
that the new arrangement could lead 
to lax adherence to quotas given the 
gradual increases baked into it, said 
RBC’s Helima Croft. Also supporting 
prices, a bipartisan $908 billion coro-
navirus aid plan gained momentum 
in the US Congress on Thursday. The 
premium of Brent crude futures for 
nearby delivery to future months is at 
its highest since February, a structure 
called backwardation, which usually 
points to supplies tightening up and 
suggests receding fears of a current 
glut. Reuters

BEIJING
A Chinese enterprise in collaboration with 

a Pakistani partner will market its products 
as well as set up a gene and cell research and 
transformation center in Pakistan. “Initially, 
Shenyang Biotech and Biomedicine Group will 
be marketing its products in Pakistan through 
Dynamic Engineering Automation Group and 
later on they will establish a research labora-
tory which will ultimately be transformed into a 
university,”� said Badar Uz Zaman, Commercial 
Consular, Pakistan Embassy Beijing. “The col-
laboration between the two companies will 
be materialized very quickly and we will see 
the results very soon,” he made these remarks 
while addressing the cloud signing ceremony 
for the project held simultaneously in China 
and Pakistan. Badar Uz Zama remarked that 
Shenyong Biotech was a strong company 
specializing in pathogen detection, biologi-
cal reagent and stem cell etc while Dynamic 
Engineering and Automation was in market 
for the last 20 years. “The setting up of the re-
search centre and the university will facilitate 
Pakistani students in their research and it will 
also contribute towards Pakistan’s economy as 
well,” he added. Pakistan, he informed had a 
strong pharmaceutical industry and currently 
around 750 pharmaceutical companies were 
working in the country but they were mostly 
busy in manufacturing of allopathic medicines. 

“We need support from the Chinese side on 
vaccine, DNA and high technology and since 
this project is being supported by Liaoning’s 
Provincial Development Reform Commission, 
we hope to see materialization of project very 
soon,” he added. He observed that there was 
much room for improvement in medical tech-
nology in Pakistan. China has made important 
contributions to the world’s fight against the 
pandemic, we both sides are optimistic about 
the prospects for cooperation in the field of 
health care,”� he said. Acknowledging sup-
port of Biotech during Pakistan’s fight against 
Covid-19, he said, it was the first company 
which contacted Pakistan Embassy Beijing 
and donated PCR kits. Speaking on occasion, 
Li Junyuan, Deputy Director of Belt and Road 
Initiative Construction Promotion Center of 
National Development and Reform Commission, 
stressed that this collaboration was an impor-
tant step for China to continue to actively sup-
port Pakistan in responding to the epidemic 
and improving public health care, and to make 
new contributions to building a closer, more 
beneficial and higher-quality China-Pakistan 
community with a shared future. Chairman of 
Biotech & Biomedicine, Shenyang Group, Prof 
Yin Xiushan emphasized that the project could 
provide technical support for the research and 
development of various pathogen detection kits 
and rapid testing equipment. Xinhua

Naval Chief calls on 
Commander Turkish 

fleet; visits Turkish Naval 
Shipyards

BEIJING
Chief of the Naval Staff Admi-
ral Muhammad Amjad Khan Ni-
azi, during his official visit to 
Turkey, called on Commander 
Turkish Fleet Admiral Erc-
ument Tatlioglu at Fleet Head-
quarters, Golcuk and visited 
Naval Shipyards. Upon arrival 
at Turkish Fleet Headquarters 
Golcuk Naval Base, the Naval 
Chief was received by Com-
mander Turkish Fleet, Admi-
ral Ercument Tatlioglu, said a 
Pakistan Navy press release 
received here on Saturday. The 
Admiral was given comprehen-
sive briefing regarding Turkish 
Fleet Command. Admiral Mu-
hammad Amjad Khan Niazi also 
called on Golcuk Naval Ship-
yard Commander, Rear Admiral 
(LH) Mustafa Saygili and Istan-
bul Naval Shipyard Commander, 
Rear Admiral (LH) Erdinc Yet-
kin separately and visited both 
the Shipyards where he was 
briefed about under construc-
tion Pakistan Navy Milgem proj-
ects. Later, Chief of the Naval 
Staff called on CEO ASFAT, Esad 
AKGUN and was apprised about 
developing capabilities and ca-
pacities of military factories 
and shipyards. It is expected 
that the recent visit of the Na-
val Chief will further enhance 
and expand Naval collaboration 
and defence ties between the 
two countries in general and 
both Navies in particular.VoM

Pakistan citizen portal, a gift for na-
tion from PM Imran Khan: Shibli

ISLAMABAD
M i n i s t e r  f o r  I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d 

Broadcast ing  Senator  Shibl i  Faraz 
Saturday said  the Pakistan Cit izen 
Po r t a l ,  wh i c h  c o n n e c t s  p e o p l e  to 
p u b l i c  s e c to r  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  wa s  a 
gift  for  nation from Prime Minister 
Imran Khan,  who was committed to 
empower the masses.  In a  series of 
tweets,  he said,  “Any citizen can take 
up their  issue with the department 
concerned without  vis i t ing  the of-
fices.  Imran Khan has won the hearts 
o f  people  by  promoting  transpar -
ency and giving them direct  access 
for their  grievance redressal .”  Shibli 
said the people’s  empowerment was 
an ult imate goal  of  Prime Minister 
Imran Khan,  adding people were get-
ting their  problems resolved at  their 
door-steps for the f irst  t ime in his-
tory of  Pakistan.  “Prime Minister is 
personal ly  monitoring  complaints ’ 
re g i s t ra t i o n  a n d  re d re s s a l  m e c h -
a n i s m ,”  h e  a d d e d .  T h e  m i n i s t e r 
noted that  so far  170,000 overseas 
Pakistanis had registered themselves 

with the portal .  Information Minister 
Shibl i  Faraz  has  sa id  empowering 
the masses is  the objective of  Prime 
Minister  Imran Khan.  In his  tweets 
on Saturday,  he said Pakistan Citizens 
Portal  which has l inked the people 
with the public  sector departments 
is  a  g i f t  on  the  part  of  the  Prime 
Minister to the nation.  He said it  is 
the f irst  t ime in the country ’s history 
that one hundred and seventy thou-
sand overseas  Pakistanis  have got 
themselves registered with Pakistan 
Citizens Portal  and getting their com-
plaints addressed from the comfort 
of  their  homes.  Shibli  Faraz said the 
prime minister personally monitors 
the applicat ions and complaint  re-
dressal  process.  VoM

Empowering masses objective of Prime Minister 
Imran Khan: Info Minister

WASHINGTON
A US judge ordered the Trump 

administration Friday to fully 
reinstate a program that pro-
tects from deportation immi-
grants who came to the country 
illegally as children. The ad-
ministration must allow newly 
eligible immigrants to apply to 
the so-called DACA program, 
Judge Nicholas Garaufis of the 
US District Court in Brooklyn 
wrote. Over the summer, the ad-
ministration had issued a memo 
limiting the program to those 
who were already enrolled. 
Then-president Barack Obama 
instituted DACA by executive 
order in 2012 to help some of 
the more than 10 million people 
estimated to be living in America 
without documentation. DACA 
protected an estimated 700,000 
people known as Dreamers, of-
fering protection at renewable 
two-year periods, including au-
thorization to work. It applied 
to people who were brought 
into the United States illegally as 

children and then grew up here. 
For many it is the only country 
they have ever known. DACA 
stands for Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals. As part of his 
crackdown on all kinds of immi-
gration, Trump moved to end the 
program in 2017, calling it un-
constitutional. The case ended 
up in the US Supreme Court, 
which ruled in June that the 
Trump administration had not 
followed proper administrative 
procedures to end the policy. But 
in response, the Department of 
Homeland Security reinstated it 
only partially. It limited DACA to 
those already enrolled, rather 
than allow new applicants as 
well. And it cut the length of 
DACA permit renewals to one 

year, rather than the two years 
the program had allowed. On 
Friday, Garaufis said Homeland 
Security must announce the full 
reinstatement of DACA on its 
website by Monday. More than 
300,000 new applicants could 
now be eligible for DACA, the 
Center for American Progress 
think tank said.“This is a re-
ally big day for DACA recipients 
and immigrant young people,” 
said Karen Tumlin, director of 
the Justice Action Center, who 
litigated the class-action case. 
Immigration is a hot button 
issue in the US, and Congress 
over the years has failed re-
peatedly to pass reform legisla-
tion dealing with the millions 
of people living in the country 
without authorization. Prospects 
for Dreamers to live and work in 
the US permanently, rather than 
just with renewable permits, 
remain unclear. President-elect 
Joe Biden has vowed to restore 
DACA when he takes office in 
January.

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has once again categori-
cally stated that no NRO will be given to the corrupt 
leaders. In an exclusive interview with a private televi-
sion channel, he said the opposition parties are hold-
ing public gatherings just to protect the plundered 
amount. He however made it clear that he will not 
come under any pressure. He said no hurdles will be 
created in the way of the opposition to hold the gath-
ering in Lahore but those taking the law into hand 
will be taken to task. The Prime Minister said given 
the increase in the cases of Coronavirus in the coun-
try, he cancelled his public meetings.  He said our fo-
cus is now on ensuring compliance of Covid related 
SOPs. Educational institutions have been closed as 
well as the indoor restaurants. Responding to a ques-
tion, Prime Minister Imran Khan said the education 
system is being mainstreamed by introducing a uni-
form syllabus from next year. He said the students of 
class eight and matric will be taught Seerat un Nabi 
(SAW) subject. He said Al-Qadir University which will 
be completed next year will promote research on the 
life and teachings of holy Prophet Hazrat Muhammad 
Sallallaho Alaihe Wa Sallam Khatim un Nabiyeen as 
well as Sufism. The Prime Minister said the religious 

seminaries have also agreed to teach contemporary 
subjects to their students. Prime Minister Imran Khan 
has stressed the need for online training of teachers, 
particularly in remote areas, to improve quality of 
education.  Launching RadioSchool and Education 
Portal in Islamabad, he urged parents to help children 
take maximum advantage of distance learning by uti-
lizing modern tools. The initiative of RadioSchool has 
been launched as a joint venture between Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting and Ministry of Federal 
Education and Professional Training to ensure conti-
nuity of education, disrupted due to Covid-19 through 
distance learning.  The Prime Minister congratulated 
both the ministries for taking this much required step 
to impart education in far-flung areas amid the pan-
demic. The Federal Education and Professional Train-
ing have signed a Memorandum of Understanding in 
this regard. Under the MoU, educational programmes 
are being broadcast from various medium wave and 
FM networks of Radio Pakistan from 10:00 am to 
12:00 noon and then as repeat broadcast from 2:00 
pm to 4:00 pm seven days a week. Besides broad-
cast of RadioSchool’s educational programmes, this 
facility is also available on mobile apps, which can 
be downloaded via Apple App Store and Google Play 

Store. Prime Minister Imran Khan Saturday said that 
the government would not interrupt public gather-
ings of Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM), but 
warned that legal action would be taken against or-
ganizers and facilitators of these gatherings as they 
were endangering lives of people in the face of sharp 
spike in coronavirus cases and deaths. He once again 
reiterated his stance of making all the plunderers of 
the national wealth to face accountability, and said 
that he would not give any ‘NRO’ to anyone at any 
cost. During a detailed interview with (Hum News) 
a private Tv channel, he vehemently resolved that 
he could leave his office but would not give them 
NRO. “Whenever they talked (in a veiled reference to 
PML-N and PPP), they tried to blackmail the govern-
ment over their corruption cases as happened during 
FATAF legislation in parliament,” the prime minister 
said. “I can leave my office, but cannot think of com-
mitting any treason with the country’ he stressed. The 
prime minister referring to the opposition demands 
said they wanted NRO on their graft cases and under 
such conditions how could the parliament work. To a 
question, he said the PDM leaders were holding their 
next public gathering in Lahore where the Covid 19 
cases were sharply rising, with dozens of deaths. VoM

No NRO-like deal for corrupt opposition leaders: PM
PM calls for online training of teachers to improve quality of education

Ambassador Haque 
invites enterprises from 
Macao SAR to invest in 

CPEC projects
BEIJING

Pakistan’s  A mb assa -
do r  to  China ,  M oin  u l 
Haque  invi ted  en ter-
pr i ses  f rom M acao  to 
explore  investmen t  op -
po r tunit ies  in  Pakistan , 
especia l ly  und er  Ch ina 
Pakistan  Economic  Cor-
r i do r  (CPEC) .  He  made 
th i s  o f fer  in  a  meet in g 
with  Ms .  Wa n g  Dong , 
Act ing  Commiss ioner  of 
the  L ia ison  Of f ice  o f  th e 
Ministry  of  Foreig n  A f-
fa ir s  in  Maca o  S p ecia l 
Administrat ive  Reg ion . 
Ms .  Wang br ie fed  th e 
ambassador  ab ou t  M a -
cao’ s  economic  tran s-
for mat ion  and  divers i -
f icat ion  p lans  an d a l so 
welcomed Pakistan  to 
s trengthen coop erat ion 
i n  h igh-tech  sectors 
i nc luding  informat ion 
and commu n icat ions 
technology  ( ICT) ,  p l an -
etar y  sc iences  and tra -
di t ional  Chinese  medi-
c i ne  (TCM) .  B oth  s ides 
agreed to  s tren g th en 
co o perat ion  an d ex-
changes  between  Paki -
stan  and th e  M acao 
SA R,  especia l ly  in  v iew 
o f  ce lebrat ion s  mark-
i ng  the  70th  a n n iversa-
r y  of  the  estab l ish ment 
o f  d ip lomat ic  re l at ion s 
between China  and 
Pakistan  in  2 0 2 1 .  VoM
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Intellectual property Rights

Intellectual property is a system that protects human creativity and makes 
sure it flourishes. It provides a legal framework to stop people from steal-
ing the work and ideas of those who create and innovate. It covers a broad 
area of human activity, from literature, music, arts and entertainment, 
to technological innovations and patents that help to shape our world. 
Intellectual property also relates to symbols, names, images and commer-

cial designs. Anyone who creates anything original is protected by intellectual 
property law.Intellectual Property Rights are set of rights associated with crea-
tions of the human mind. An output of the human mind may be attributed with 
intellectual property rights. These are like any other property, and the law allows 
the owner to use the same to economically profit from the intellectual work. 
Broadly IPR covers laws related to copyrights, patents and trademarks. While 
laws for these are different in different countries, they follow the international 
legal instrumentsThe importance of protecting Intellectual Property was first 
recognized in the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property in 
1883 and the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works 
in 1886. World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) was established under 
Article 1 the WIPO Convention of 1967 to protect the IP rights. The Intellectual 
Property Rights are also outlined in Article 27 of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, which provides for the right to benefit from the protection of 
moral and material interests resulting from authorship of scientific, literary or 
artistic productions. The Convention on Biological Diversity in 1992 represents 
a commitment by nations to conserve biological diversity, to use biological re-
sources sustainably, and to share the benefits arising from the use of genetic 
resources as Intellectual Property fairly and equitably with the local communi-
ties.Intellectual Property Rights protect the interests of creators by giving them 
property rights over their creations. Many industrialized nations have intellectual 
property protection systems that are centuries old. Among developing coun-
tries, however, many are in the process of building up their patent, trademark 
and copyright legal frameworks and intellectual property systems. With the 
increasing globalization of trade and rapid changes in technological innovation.

Governance without 
corruption

I mran Khan has pledged to press ahead with plans for a sweeping anti-
corruption campaign.  He pledged to massively cut government costs and 
crack down on corruption in his first televised address to the nation a day 
after being sworn in as Pakistan’s prime minister and since then things 
are heading towards the same direction . When the new Government  has 
taken the charge Pakistan’s exports entered negative growth during the 

past couple of months despite dolling out of billions of cash subsidies and many 
other incentives. The division apparently seems least effective in promoting ex-
ports from the country.An official announcement issued revealed that  the prime 
minister in his remarks said that promoting trade and facilitating business com-
munity, especially the overseas Pakistanis who wanted to invest in various con-
ventional and non-conventional sectors of the economy, was among the priority 
areas for the government.The challenge is that, for many Pakistanis, the optimism 
that accompanied his initial rise has yielded to wariness, if not outright cynicism. 
Having built his politics on an anti-corruption platform, he expressed hope that a 
transparent and accountable leader will increase global confidence in Pakistan. He 
intends to bank heavily on the Pakistani diaspora, which is already a major source 
of remittances.The most difficult institution to reform in Pakistan is Police. KP 
was the first province to reform the police. Today any independent survey shows 
it has the country’s best police system. The PTI government in previous tenure 
have taken out 500 police accused of corruption. It was the most volatile province 
is the safest today.It is rare for our political leaders to take such an emphatic posi-
tion on critical issues directly linked to the well-being of the masses. The lack of 
investment on human infrastructure has been a major cause of Pakistan lagging 
behind in economic and social development. 

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

 COVID-19 & Healthcare Policy

At first, Pakistan lacked “standard op-
erating procedures,” and the govern-
ment had to transport testing kits from 
China and Japan. Moreover, because of 
the infringement of the lockdown and 
standard operating procedures (SOPs), 

the quickly expanding number of cases made weight 
on the healthcare system. To an ever-increasing ex-
tent, this pandemic and its effect have grown. The 
COVID-19 episode has influenced the entire world. 
However, the circumstances are comparatively more 
regrettable in nations having weak healthcare strat-
egies and framework like Pakistan.As the cases of 
COVID-19 filled in Pakistan, hospitals moaned under 
the weight of patients. Initially, Even the essential 
medical equipment was dysfunctional and there was 
an absence of specialists and paramedical staff. No 
specific training was given to health professionals 
with respect to the pandemic. Sadly, in the beginning, 
the public in Pakistan seemed to have thrown caution 
to the wind, appearing to be in no mood to follow 
SOPs as though they were some way or another im-
mune to the virus. They out rightly ridiculed gov-
ernment orders, underplayed the danger, and took 
it casually.Preliminary researchers recommended 
that plasma of recovered patients contain antibodies 
that can be useful for contaminated patients however 

COVID-19 pandemic had unfortunately drawn out 
the worst in the individuals of Pakistan. Rather than 
giving plasma as an honorable gesture to help those 
experiencing this potentially fatal disease, recuper-
ated patients were making it their business. Healing 
plasmatransfusion was not a fix but rather a line of 
treatment and still in trial stages. It should just be 
utilized in controlled settings. By no means, should 
the public be experimenting it without specialists’ 
approval. Additionally, various medications including 
dexamethasone were not any more accessible in drug 
stores as they were proclaimed useful for COVID-19 
patients. Therefore, considerably more efforts are 
required to adapt to the circumstances. Specialists 
fear if its spread isn’t shortened by making strong 
strides and steady management decisions, it might 
bring about extraordinary human catastrophe.After 
the first case of Covid-19, the infection spread at 
an alarming velocity, albeit the authorities did not 
address the issue as it ought to have been done. 
After the regular activities for a couple of weeks, 
the ‘smart lockdown’ concept was introduced and 
hailed by the authorities as an effective tool to curb 
the virus. Absence of a strict policy and lockdown 
gamble paved the way for COVID-19 spread through 
social, political, religious and regular business ac-
tivities, transport and tourism. Schools, colleges and 
universities were re-opened for regular activities 
across the country. Ultimately, a second wave of the 
pandemic erupted.With the absence of an antiviral 
or a vaccine, it is hard to control the spread of SARS-

CoV-2.The government announced a second spell 
of Covid-19 in October when the daily cases were 
rising rapidly. Sudden increase in active cases and 
hospital admissions with critical cases on ventila-
tors were recorded across the country.The govern-
ment has now implemented strict policies regarding 
SOPs and implemented lockdown in various sectors 
including educational institutes after the doubling 
of hospitalization anddeath of doctors due to COVID. 
The doctors were not getting proper protection, indi-
cating an acute shortage of personal equipment and 
forced to work in poor conditions. There were no 
checks at the entrance and exit points of healthcare 
facilities, resulting in an increase in chances of infec-
tion among the staff.The government has introduced 
a new strategy “The Antigen Detection Rapid Test 
(Ag-RTD)” already approved by the World Health 
Organization and the federal government which en-
sures results within 30 minutes as compared to the 
polymerase chain reaction (PCR) that takes an entire 
day.Ag-RDT has a rapid turnaround time, which is 
crucial for the identification of Covid-19 infection 
and quick implementation of infection prevention 
and control strategies

Tom Cruise ‘wants to shoot scenes in space’
LONDON

Tom Cruise is eager to become the first Hollywood 
star to film a scene in space.The 58-year-old actor 
is reportedly exploring the possibility of shooting 
a scene beyond Earth’s atmosphere as part of the 
final two instalments of the ‘Mission: Impossible’ 
franchise, and Tom is said to be willing to spend 
eye-watering amounts of money to achieve his 
ambition.A source told The Sun newspaper: “Tom 
is well-known for doing his own stunts and the 
‘Mission’ films have had some of the biggest and 
most elaborate movie moments ever shot.“But he’s 
keen to push things further than anybody has ever 
done before - and, obviously, the big unknown is 
can you actually film in space. He’s pretty certain he 
can make something work and has spoken to Nasa 
about it, too.“They also think it’s feasible - so things 
are falling into place.”Tom previously acknowledged 
that he’s been written off multiple times during his 
career in the movie business.But the Hollywood star 
- who plays Ethan Hunt in the ‘Mission: Impossible’ 
franchise - has insisted he doesn’t allow the specula-
tion to bother him.He said: “All I can think about is 
making the movie at hand and doing the best I can 
and enjoying it.“I’ve heard so many things, going 
back to ‘Top Gun’ and ‘Rain Man’ and ‘Born on the 
Fourth of July’ - ‘He’s not going to make another 
movie’; ‘He’s just a teen idol’; ‘It’s going to destroy 
his career’. People are going to say whatever they’re 
going to say.”However, Tom claimed he’s simply 
learned to deal with the speculation and criticism 
as his career has evolved.e explained: “I’ve read it 
and seen it all before. That’s just the way it is. What 
are you going to do?”

NASA Selects Companies to Collect Lunar 
Resources for Artemis Demonstrations

LONDON
NASA has selected four companies to 

collect space resources and transfer own-
ership to the agency: Lunar Outpost of 
Golden, Colorado; Masten Space Systems 
of Mojave, California; ispace Europe of 
Luxembourg; and ispace Japan of Tokyo. 
Overall, the new NASA contracts with 
these companies totals $25,001.Space 
resources will play a key role in NASA’s 
Artemis program and future space explo-
ration. The ability to extract and use extra-
terrestrial resources will ensure Artemis 
operations can be conducted safely and 
sustainably in support of establishing 
human lunar exploration. Moreover, in-
situ resource utilization (ISRU) will play 
a vital role in a future human mission to 
Mars. Like many other operations, ISRU 
activities will be tested and developed on 
the Moon, building the required knowl-
edge to implement new capabilities that 
will be necessary to overcome the chal-
lenges of a human mission to Mars.“These 
awards expand NASA’s innovative use of 
public-private partnerships to the Moon. 
We’re excited to join with our commer-
cial and international partners to make 
Artemis the largest and most diverse 
global human space exploration coali-

tion in history,” said Mike Gold, NASA’s 
acting associate administrator for inter-
national and interagency relations. “Space 
resources are the fuel that will propel 
America and all of humanity to the stars.”A 
great deal of work remains to be done to 
develop robust ISRU capabilities. Both ro-
botic and human explorers will test new 
technologies and techniques.“Leveraging 
commercial involvement enhances our 
ability to safely return to the Moon in a 
sustainable, innovative, and affordable 
fashion,” said Phil McAlister, director of 
Commercial Spaceflight Development at 
NASA Headquarters. “A supportive policy 
for the recovery and use of space re-
sources provides a stable and predictable 
investment environment for commercial 
space innovators and entrepreneurs.”

Sohail Majeed Butt
Rawalpindi 

On the threshold of the 25th anniversary of perma-
nent Neutrality of Turkmenistan, an exhibition dedicated 
to the International Day of Neutrality has started in the 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Turkmenistan. 
The exhibition is expected to become a kind of report on 
the development of the national economy of the coun-
try where the expositions of 37 ministries and profile 
departments, as well as the Union of Industrialists and 
Entrepreneurs of Turkmenistan will be demonstrated. 
On the second day of the exhibition, the high achievements of 
the agricultural sector of Turkmenistan have been displayed.   
In the framework of the event, the ceremony of signing 
a number of bilateral documents took place. In particu-
lar, “The Memorandum of Understanding on cooperation 
in area of nature protection between the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Nature Protection of Turkmenistan and the 
Representative Office of the UN Development Programme in 
Turkmenistan,” “The Memorandum of Understanding on co-
operation in area of sustainable development of the power 
industry between the Ministry of Energy of Turkmenistan 
and the Representative Office of the UN Development 

Programme in Turkmenistan,” as well as “The Memorandum 
of Understanding on sustainable management of water re-
sources between the State Committee of Water Industry 
of Turkmenistan and the Representative Office of the UN 
Development Programme in Turkmenistan” were signed. 
As is known, Turkmenistan, from the first days since 
gaining its independence, stands for combing the ef-
forts of the countries of the region with the aim of 
safeguarding and ensuring the rational use of water re-
sources.  The modern water saving technologies are 
introduced into the agriculture, construction and use 
of industrial and hydraulic structures in the country. 
Aimed at the consolidation of common efforts and mu-
tually useful exchange of experience, the water di-
plomacy of Turkmenistan adds new priorities to the 
work of the UN and contributes to the flourishing and 
progress at the national, regional and global levels. 
Among the main goals of the environment protection 
strategy consistently implemented by the President of 
Turkmenistan, are the provision of dynamic growth of econ-
omy through effective and rational use of natural resources 
and consolidation of international efforts in attaining the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Turkmenistan expands the international cooperation through the environmental diplomacy 

December-06-1921

The Irish Free State, comprising four-
fifths of Ireland, is declared, ending a 
five-year Irish struggle for independ-
ence from Britain. Like other autono-
mous nations of the former British 
Empire, Ireland was to remain part of 

the British Commonwealth, symbolically subject to the 
king. The Irish Free State later severed ties with Britain 
and was renamed Eire, and is now called the Republic 
of Ireland. English rule over the island of Ireland dates 
back to the 12th century, and Queen Elizabeth I of 
England encouraged the large-scale immigration of 
Scottish Protestants in the 16th century. During ensu-
ing centuries, a series of rebellions by Irish Catholics 
were put down as the Anglo-Irish minority extended 
their domination over the Catholic majority. Under 
absentee landlords, the Irish population was reduced 
to a subsistence diet based on potatoes, and when the 
Potato Famine struck the country in the 1840s, one 
million people starved to death while nearly two mil-
lion more fled to the United States.A movement for 
Irish home rule gained momentum in the late 19th cen-
tury, and in 1916 Irish nationalists launched the Easter 
Rising against British rule in Dublin. The rebellion 
was crushed, but widespread agitation for independ-
ence continued. In 1919, the Irish Republican Army 

(IRA) launched a widespread and effective guerrilla 
campaign against British forces. In 1921, a cease-fire 
was declared, and in January 1922 a faction of Irish 
nationalists signed a peace treaty with Britain, calling 
for the partition of Ireland, with the south becoming 
autonomous and the six northern counties of the is-
land remaining in the United Kingdom. Civil war broke 
out even before the declaration of the Irish Free State 

on December 6, 1922, and ended with the victory of 
the Irish Free State over the Irish Republican forces 
in 1923. A constitution adopted by the Irish people in 
1937 declared Ireland to be “a sovereign, independent, 
democratic state,” and the Irish Free State was renamed 
Eire. Eire remained neutral during World War II, and 
in 1949 the Republic of Ireland Act severed the last 
remaining link with the Commonwealth.

Irish Free State declared
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Lily ‘totally surprised’ by 
marriage proposal

NEWYORK
Lily Collins missed all the clues that her fiance, 
Charlie McDowell, was about to propose to her - 
and was “totally surprised” when he got down on 
one knee.The Emily in Paris star had no idea the 
filmmaker was ready to take their 18-month ro-
mance to the next level during a camper van road 
trip in New Mexico, but looking back to the big day 
in October, she admits she should have guessed 
something was afoot.“What’s funny is that he to-
tally wasn’t (acting weird),” she laughed during an 
appearance on The Kelly Clarkson Show, “and he 
is the first to admit he’s not an actor. He’s a writer/
director and usually he is just like, very much emo-
tions on his sleeve, like you can tell what’s going 
on. He was so cool and I had no idea.”But with the 
benefit of “hindsight”, Lily accepts she missed some 
big signs.“Now looking back on it though, he had 
taken his jacket off and put it back on, taken it off 
again, put it back on, and I thought, ‘I guess it’s hot 
out, he’s fidgeting with this clothes’,” she explained. 
“He had set up his camera for a self-timer so he got 
the whole thing on video but I thought he was just 
deciding whether he wanted to keep his jacket on.” 
Charlie, son of Hollywood icons Mary Steenburgen 
and Malcolm McDowell, confessed later that he 
wasn’t feeling at all cool inside ahead of the stress-
ful moment,VoM

Beyonce Wishes 
Britney Birthday 

NEW YORK
Queen Bey is sending her love to the Princess 
of Pop, Britney Spears! On Wednesday, 
Beyonce honored Britney’s 39th birthday on 
her website with a precious throwback baby 
photo of the “Toxic” singer.“Happy Birthday 
Britney Spears,” Beyonce wrote alongside 
the black-and-white photo. The 39-year-old 
“XO” singer and Britney go way back. In 2003, 
they appeared in an iconic Pepsi commercial, 
which also starred Pink and Enrique Iglesias. 
Beyonce, Britney, and Pink all played female 
gladiators who defied Enrique’s command 
for them to battle and instead belted out 
Queen’s “We Will Rock You.” Britney recently 
celebrated her birthday with a Hawaiian 
getaway trip with boyfriend Sam Asghari. A 
source previously told ET, “She was thrilled to 
get away to Hawaii and have a romantic trip 
with Sam. It was an early birthday present 
to herself. Britney hopes to see her [sons] on 
her birthday. ...She is excited about turning 
39, and she thinks this year will be a healing 
year for her.” VoM

Sophie shares photo with Joe 
Jonas from her pregnancy

LONDON
Sophie Turner shared a never-before-seen throw-
back photo with husband Joe Jonas that was taken 
during her pregnancy. “Felt like we needed some 
content on this page... enjoy these throwbacks,” 
Turner captioned a series of images shared on 
her Instagram on Friday. Two of the photos fea-
tured her and Jonas celebrating holidays together. 
Another, in particular, gave fans a glimpse of the 
“Game of Thrones” star’s pregnancy belly as 
Turner wore a crop top and posed for a mirror 
selfie with Jonas. Jonas and Turner first started 
began their relationship in 2016, were engaged in 
2017, and married during two ceremonies (one 
in Las Vegas and another in France) in 2019. In 
February 2020, multiple publications reported 
that Turner and Jonas were expecting their first 
child together. Neither Turner nor Jonas ad-
dressed the pregnancy at the time or in the 
months that followed. In July 2020, TMZ reported 
that the two stars became parents to a baby girl 
named Willa, born in Los Angeles. A representa-
tive for Turner confirmed the news in a statement 
shared with Insider, saying: “Sophie Turner and 
Joe Jonas are delighted to announce the birth of 
their baby.”VoM

Staff Report
LAHORE 

The ninth-round of the Quaid-e-Azam 
Trophy Second XI (three-day non-first-
class) tournament commenced at three 
Karachi venues today (Saturday). Asif 
Afridi produced a sensational all-round 
performance (five wickets and 38 not 
out) for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to give his 
side a slight edge against Central Punjab 
at the TMC Ground. Northern enjoyed 
a great day with the bat after being put 
into bat as they ended their first innings 
stipulation of 83 overs at 361 for seven. 
Jamal Anwar top-scored with an unbeaten 
93 off 92 balls (five fours, five sixes), 
Abdul Faseeh scored 83 while fellow 
opener Hasan Raza contributed 55 runs.
The openers provided a solid 
platform with a 119-run stand 
which was then fully exploited by 
Jamal in his stroke-filled innings.
Balochistan had reached 21 for no loss 

when stumps were drawn on the open-
ing day. Central Punjab were rolled over 
for 171 runs in only 41.2 overs after 
they were asked to bat first. Fast bowler 
Ehsan Adil contributed 48 runs to push 

the score past 150, Anas Mahmood 
made 45 runs. Asif Afridi enjoyed an-
other useful stint with the ball as he 
claimed five wickets for 72 runs; Saqib 
Jamil took three wickets for 51 runs.

Staff Report
PARIS

Briton Mark Cavendish is join-
ing Deceuninck-Quick Step for the 
2021 season, the Belgian outfit 
where the former world champion 
spent three years said on Saturday.
“Mark Cavendish is returning to 
Deceuninck–Quick Step after five years... 

the Manxman has agreed to sport the 
new kit of the team, which will be re-
vealed in a couple of days, throughout 
the 2021 season,” Deceuninck-Quick 
Step said in a  statement .
Cavendish, who has won 30 stages 
on the Tour de France and is consid-
ered one of the best sprinters in the 
event’s history, left the then Etixx-

Quick Step team after the 2015 season 
to join Dimension Data before spend-
ing a season at Bahrain-McLaren.The 
35-year-old has not won a race since 
February 2018, when he prevailed 
in the third stage of the Dubai Tour.
“I can’t explain how delighted I am 
to be joining Deceuninck-Quick 
Step,” said Cavendish, who this sea-
son had briefly hinted at retirement.
“I have never hidden my affection for 
my time with the team and to me this 
genuinely feels like I am coming home.
“As well as the incredible group of riders, 
I can’t wait to start working again with 
the staff, most of which were here dur-
ing my first spell and were part of one of 
the most successful periods of my career, 
an era that I am immensely proud of.”
As well as 30 Tour stage wins, 
2011 world champion Cavendish 
has won 15 stages on the Giro 
d’Italia and three on the Vuelta.

IPOs expected to raise Rs20-22 billion 

at PSX next year
Bureau Report

KARACHI
The Pakistan Stock Exchange’s (PSX) bench-

mark KSE-100 index is expected to surge 
around 25% to 52,000 points by the end of 
next year - December 2021 - with the re-
turn of economic activities to normality and 
disappearing of Covid-19 challenging times 
into history.“We have a strong bullish view 
of the stock market,” said Arif Habib Limited 
(AHL) CEO Shahid Ali Habib on Friday while 
launching “Pakistan Strategy 2021: Realistic 
Optimism, Targeting 52,000”.“Economic 
growth, earnings growth, profitability of 
listed firms and availability of huge liquidity 
will jointly help the index accelerate in 2021,” 
it said.AHL Head of Research Tahir Abbas 
stressed that fiscal year 2021 would be the 
year of economic revival.Gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) was estimated to grow 1.8% during 
fiscal year 2020-21 (compared to contraction 
of 0.4% in 2019-20), he said.Manufacturing 
and export sectors such as textile, cement 
and steel will lead the anticipated rally as 
the government focuses on uplifting export 
earnings and accelerating housing and con-
struction activities.Besides, the stock market 

is expected to welcome around eight new 
firms on its trading platform, which will offer 
shares to raise investment of around Rs20-22 
billion next year.Policymakers are expected to 
announce measures in support of economic 
activities following a significant dent from the 
Covid19 pandemic.However, inflation is likely 
to remain elevated at 9.2% in FY21, slightly 
higher than the central bank’s projection of 
7-9% for the year.Foreigners are expected to 
turn net buyers of shares worth $300-400 mil-
lion at the PSX till December 2021 as they will 
try to search for investment avenues in rela-
tively cheaper emerging markets like Pakistan.
Besides, they were expected to invest in ru-
pee-based government debt securities once 
again including treasury bills and Pakistan 
Investment Bonds (PIBs), he said.“The return 
of stability to the rupee-dollar parity and nega-
tive interest rates in developed countries will 
encourage global investors to make investment 
in government debt securities in the near fu-
ture,” Abbas said.Earlier, the global investors 
had invested over $3.5 billion in debt securi-
ties in Pakistan from July 2019 to March 2020. 
They, however, divested their holdings to keep 
hard cash in hand during the pandemic.The 
world, including Pakistan, is experiencing a 
deadly second wave of Covid-19. “This carries 
downside risk to our potential investment case 

at the PSX,” said Abbas.“This may also reverse 
the improvement in economic activities if the 
government takes harsh measures like impos-
ing a nationwide lockdown.”He, however, said 
the government would opt for smart and micro 
lockdowns instead of a complete nationwide 
lockdown to deal with the situation.“On the 
positive front, the world has invented highly 
effective vaccines. The development will en-
courage investors to pour money into shares 
offering higher return,” Habib said. The two of-
ficials hoped that the government would com-
plete its five-year tenure, citing that it faced no 
meaningful threat from the opposition parties.
They held the view that all the three major 
sectors of the economy including agriculture, 
industries and services would post growth.

Bureau Report
New York

US stocks climbed to all-time highs and 
Treasury yields jumped after a report show-
ing US employment gains slowed in November 
bolstered expectations for more federal stimu-
lus.All major indexes for U.S. equities - the S&P 
500, the Dow Jones Industrial Average, the 
Russell 2000 and the Nasdaq Composite Index 

- surpassed their previous closing records. Such 
synchronized highs were last seen in January 
2018. The dollar headed for its biggest weekly 
decline in five, while the yield on the 10-year 
Treasury note reached the highest in nine 
months.“One of the recurring themes this year 
is the resiliency of the market, it’s been amazing 
and impressive,” said John Porter, head of equi-
ties at Mellon Investments.Labor Department 

figures showed nonfarm payrolls increased by 
a less-than-forecast 245,000 from the prior 
month, as the unemployment rate dipped 0.2 
percentage point to 6.7 per cent.Energy com-
panies led the Stoxx Europe 600 index higher. 
The euro strengthened for a fourth day after 
data signaled the German economy’s resilience 
to the coronavirus pandemic. Global equities 
remain around record highs as investors bet 
positive vaccine developments can help sus-
tain an economic recovery next year.House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi said there’s momentum 
building toward a compromise fiscal stimulus 
plan, though Republicans complained about the 
scale of aid to states included in the bipartisan 
proposal that’s become the best chance yet for 
a deal.“The market is betting that we’ll get a 
relief package soon,” said Matt Maley, chief mar-
ket strategist at Miller Tabak + Co. “If anything, 
this weaker report will get them to agree on a 
package sooner rather than later.” Elsewhere, 
oil climbed as OPEC+ reached an agreement to 
ease its output cuts next year more gradually 
than previously planned. 

US stock rally reaches new Highs on stimulus optimism

Saudi Arabia 
leads Arab world 
in global AI index

Bureaau Report
RIYADH

 Saudi Arabia has been ranked first 
in the Arab world and 22nd globally 
in the Global Artificial Intelligence 
Index.Prepared by the Tortoise 
Intelligence report, it is the first 
global index to benchmark nations 
on their level of investment, innova-
tion and implementation of artificial 
intelligence.The Global AI Index is 
based on 143 separate indicators. 
Saudi Arabia ranked second world-
wide in the “government strategy” 
category, took ninth place globally 
in the “operating environment” 
standard and 12th in the “research” 
rankings. It also took 22nd place for 
infrastructure and was ranked 46th 
in the “talent” and “commercial” cat-
egories. The Kingdom advanced by 
seven places on the index, moving 
up from 29th place in 2019. The 
US ranked first followed by China, 
the UK, Canada, Israel, Germany, the 
Netherlands, South Korea, France 
and Singapore.Commenting on im-
proving seven places in the index, 
Abdullah bin Sharaf Al-Ghamdi, 
chairman of the Saudi Data and 
Artificial Intelligence Authority 
(SDAIA), said: “The Kingdom’s 
progression to seven places in the 
Global AI index in one year affirmed 
the leadership’s constant support 
for this pivotal sector at the national 
level.”The rise is the result of efforts 
to integrate government agen-
cies and entities that took part in 
National Transformation Program 
(NTP 2020) initiatives taken in line 
with the Saudi Vision 2030, he said.

Bureau Report
LONDON

For the first time on record, Britain im-
ported more goods from China than from any 
other country in the second quarter (Q2) of 
2020, Britain’s Office for National Statistics 
(ONS) has said.Britain imported goods worth 
11 billion pounds (about 14.8 billion U.S. 
dollars) from China and the proportion of 
its imports received from China increased 
from 8.6 percent in the first quarter (Q1) to 
13.4 percent in Q2 2020, said the ONS. ”This 
was the first quarter that China accounted 
for the largest proportion of UK imports of 
goods,” the ONS said.Electrical machinery 
was the largest commodity group imported 
from China in Q2, accounting for 35.2 per-
cent of all goods imports. It was also the 
second-largest commodity group in Q1, the 
ONS added.The ONS data also showed that 
Britain imported 25.6 percent of all electri-
cal machinery from China in the first half of 
2020.“This was mainly telecommunication 
and sound equipment, and office machinery, 
which mostly includes consumer electronic 
devices such as smartphones, tablets and 
laptops,” said the ONS.

China accounts for largest proportion of UK imports of goods 

Bureau Report
Bahrain

Juventus host city rivals Torino on Saturday looking to 
close the gap on high-flying Serie A leaders AC Milan be-
fore next week’s final Champions League group clash at 
Barcelona.The Italian champions are fourth in the table, 
six points behind Milan, who head to Sampdoria on Sunday 
looking to extend their unbeaten run in the league.Second-
placed Inter Milan, five points adrift on their city rivals, 
host Bologna, days before their Champions League hopes 
will be decided in a must-win game against Shakhtar 
Donesk at the San Siro.Zlatan Ibrahimovic’s Milan are tar-
geting their first Serie A title since 2011, when the Swede 
last played for the club.Ibrahimovic has missed their last 
two games including their Europa League win over Celtic 
with a muscular injury and will be sidelined for the trip to 
11th-placed Sampdoria.But while Milan have shown they 
can win without their star striker, who leads the Serie A 
scoring charts with 10 goals, Juve are reliant on Cristiano 
Ronaldo. They have drawn five of nine games played this 
season including last weekend’s 1-1 against Benevento 
when Ronaldo was rested.The Portugal forward will return 
for the derby along with Paulo Dybala, but Spain attacker 
Alvaro Morata sits out due to a two-match suspension.
Torino coach Marco Giampoalo has recovered from coro-
navirus as his 18th-placed side seek a first top-flight win 
at Juve since April 1995. Milan head to Genoa looking to 
keep their unbeaten league run, and after qualifying for 
the Europa League knockout rounds.“Ibra is an important 
player, even when he is not playing, he’s a leader,” said 
Pioli.“But we have shown we have many solutions.”Sassuolo 
are third, equal on points with Inter after suffering their 
first defeat of the season to Conte’s side last time out.

2021 to be year of economic revival

Cavendish joins Deceuninck-Quick Step for 2021

Juventus, Inter play catch-
up on AC Milan before big 

European games

Asif Afridi produces all-round brilliance for KP in QA 
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LONDON 
Growing prospects for a U.S. coronavi-
rus relief package after a grim employ-
ment report helped boost demand for 
riskier assets on Friday, sending major 
stock benchmarks to new records and 
oil prices to their highest since March 
when widespread lockdowns aimed at 
curtailing the pandemic took effect. U.S. 
Treasury bonds, meanwhile, dipped in 
anticipation of increased borrowing 
to fund economic recovery measures. 
The U.S. economy added the fewest 
workers in six months in November, 
with nonfarm payrolls increasing by 
245,000 jobs last month after rising by 
610,000 in October, the Labor Depart-
ment said on Friday. Economists polled 
by Reuters had forecast payrolls would 
increase by 469,000 jobs in November. 
“It shows that the economy is still not on 
firm footing and we need stimulus. The 
revitalized conversations are important, 
and this shows that ultimately maybe a 
bad number will get the politicians to 
push forward a bit faster,” said Marvin 
Loh, senior global macro strategist at 
State Street Global Markets. A biparti-
san $908 billion coronavirus aid plan 
gained momentum in the U.S. Congress 

on Thursday as conservative lawmak-
ers expressed their support. The hopes 
for a quicker passage of a stimulus bill 
helped push global stock benchmarks 
to record highs. MSCI’s gauge of stocks 
around the globe gained 0.71% follow-
ing mixed trading in Asia and modest 
gains in Europe. On Wall Street, stock 
indexes reached fresh all-time highs. 
The Dow Jones Industrial Average rose 
248.74 points, or 0.83%, to 30,218.26, 
the S&P 500 gained 32.4 points, or 
0.88%, to 3,699.12 and the Nasdaq 
Composite added 87.05 points, or 0.7%, 
to 12,464.23. The euro touched its high-
est since April 2018 against the dollar 
before the greenback slightly rebound-
ed. The dollar index rose 0.153%, inch-
ing back from 2-1/2 year lows. Bench-
mark U.S. 10-year notes fell 16/32 in 
price to yield 0.9742%, up from 0.921% 

late on Thursday. “November’s report 
is the weakest monthly jobs number 
of the pandemic rebound, and markets 
are clearly betting that today’s result 
will pull forward stimulus talks, neces-
sitating greater supply,” said Guy LeBas, 
chief fixed income strategist at Janney 
Montgomery Scott. German industrial 
orders rose more than expected on 
the month in October, data showed on 
Friday, raising hopes the manufactur-
ing sector in Europe’s biggest economy 
started the fourth quarter on a solid 
footing during a resurgence of the pan-
demic. Oil prices got an additional lift 
after OPEC and Russia agreed to reduce 
their deep oil output cuts from January 
by 500,000 barrels per day.The increase 
means the Organization of the Petro-
leum Exporting Countries and Russia, 
a group known as OPEC+, would move 
to cut production by 7.2 million bar-
rels per day, or 7% of global demand 
from January, compared with current 
cuts of 7.7 million barrels per day. U.S. 
crude rose 0.83% to $46.02 per bar-
rel and Brent was at $49.00, up 0.6% 
on the day. Spot gold dropped 0.3% to 
$1,835.46 an ounce. U.S. gold futures fell 
0.05% to $1,835.80 an ounce. Reuters

The Democratic-controlled 
House and Republican-

controlled Senate would both 
vote separately to resolve any 

disputes
LOS ANGELES   

California certified its presidential elec-
tion Friday and appointed 55 electors 
pledged to vote for Democrat Joe Biden, 
officially handing him the Electoral Col-
lege majority needed to win the White 
House. Secretary of State Alex Padilla’s 
formal approval of Biden’s win in the 
state brought his tally of pledged elec-
tors so far to 279, according to a tally by 
The Associated Press. That’s just over 
the 270 threshold for victory. These 
steps in the election are often ignored 
formalities. But the hidden mechanics of 
electing a US president have drawn new 
scrutiny this year as President Donald 
Trump continues to deny Biden’s victory 
and pursues increasingly specious legal 
strategies aimed at overturning the re-
sults before they are finalized. Although 
it’s been apparent for weeks that Biden 
won the presidential election, his accrual 
of more than 270 electors is the first step 
toward the White House, said Edward B. 
Foley, a law professor at Ohio State Uni-
versity. “It is a legal milestone and the 

first milestone that has that status,” Foley 
said. “Everything prior to that was pre-
mised on what we call projections.” The 
electors named Friday will meet Dec. 14, 
along with counterparts in each state, 
to formally vote for the next president. 
Most states have laws binding their elec-
tors to the winner of the popular vote in 
their state, measures that were upheld 
by a Supreme Court decision this year. 
There have been no suggestions that any 
of Biden’s pledged electors would con-
template not voting for him. Results of 
the Electoral College vote are due to be 
received, and typically approved, by Con-
gress on Jan. 6. Although lawmakers can 
object to accepting the electors’ votes, it 
would be almost impossible for Biden 
to be blocked at that point. The Dem-
ocratic-controlled House and Republi-
can-controlled Senate would both vote 
separately to resolve any disputes. One 

already has arisen from Pennsylvania, 
where 75 Republican lawmakers signed 
a statement on Friday urging Congress to 
block the state’s electoral votes from be-
ing cast for Biden. But the state’s Repub-
lican US senator, Pat Toomey, said soon 
afterward that he would not be objecting 
to Pennsylvania’s slate of electors, under-
scoring the difficulty in trying to change 
the election results through Congress. 
“As a practical matter, we know that Joe 
Biden is going to be inaugurated on Jan. 
20,” Foley said. That was clear in the days 
after the election, when the count of mail 
ballots gradually made clear that Biden 
had won victories in enough states to 
win the Electoral College. It became even 
more apparent in late November, when 
every swing state won by Biden certified 
him as the winner of its elections and ap-
pointed his electors to the Electoral Col-
lege. Trump has fruitlessly tried to stop 
those states from certifying Biden as the 
winner and appointing electors for the 
former vice president. He made no ef-
fort in deeply Democratic California, the 
most populous state in the nation and 
the trove of its largest number of elector-
al votes. Three more states won by Biden 
— Colorado, Hawaii and New Jersey — 
have not yet certified their results. When 
they do, Biden will have 306 Electoral 
College votes to Trump’s 232. Reuters

WASHINGTON
The Pentagon said Friday it is pulling most 
US troops out of Somalia on President Donald 
Trump’s orders, continuing a post-election 
push by Trump to shrink US involvement in 
counterterrorism missions abroad. Without 
providing details, the Pentagon said in a short 
statement that “a majority” of US troops and 
assets in Somalia will be withdrawn in early 
2021. There are currently about 700 troops in 
that Horn of Africa nation, training and advis-
ing local forces in an extended fight against 
the extremist group Al-Shabab, an affiliate 
of Al-Qaeda. Trump recently ordered troop 
drawdowns in Afghanistan and Iraq, and he 
was expected to withdraw some or all troops 
from Somalia. Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, had said on Wednes-
day that the future structure of the US mili-
tary presence in Somalia was still in debate. 
The adjusted US presence, Milley said, would 
amount to “a relatively small footprint, rela-
tively low cost in terms of number of person-
nel and in terms of money.” He provided no 
specifics but stressed that the US remained 
concerned about the threat posed by Al-
Shabab, which he called ”an extension of Al-
Qaeda,” the extremist group that planned the 

Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on the United States 
from Afghanistan. “They do have some reach 
and they could if left unattended conduct op-
erations against not only US interests in the 
region but also against the homeland,” he said. 
“So they require attention.” Noting that Soma-
lia remains a dangerous place for Americans, 
he said that a CIA officer was killed there re-
cently. The acting secretary of defense, Chris-
topher Miller, made a brief visit to Somalia last 
week and met with US troops. Depending on 
what remains of the US presence in Somalia 
when he takes office Jan. 20, President-elect 
Joe Biden could reverse Trump’s drawdown 
or make other adjustments to reflect his 
counterterrorism priorities. The US military 
also has a presence in neighboring Djibouti on 
the Bab Al-Mandab Strait. Rep. Jim Langevin, a 
Rhode Island Democrat, criticized the Trump 
pullback in Somalia as a “surrender to Al-
Qaeda and a gift of China.” Langevin is chair-
man of the House Armed Services Commit-
tee’s Intelligence and Emerging Threats and 
Capabilities Subcommittee. “When US forces 
leave Somalia in response to today’s order, it 
becomes harder for diplomats and aid work-
ers to help people resolve conflicts without 
violence and loss of life,” Langevin said. APP

ISLAMABAD
Its been 28 years since the day a frenzied mob of Hindu ex-
tremists razed to ground the historic Babri mosque in Ayod-
hya, fuelled by venomous instigation of the RSS-BJP ideology, 
and with each passing day the hatred against minorities in In-
dia continues to grow unchecked. Violence against Muslims, 
the country’s largest minority, is nothing but a routine in the 
world’s largest democracy, led by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi who continues to aggressively pursue the Hindutva 
ideology, which sees India as a “Hindu nation.” Though exact 
figures are unavailable, but a sifting through long list of riots 
in India,  the death toll of Muslims killed by Hindus exceeds 
10,000, a figure strongly contested by Muslims who believe 
actual numbers are far higher. Since Modi came into power 
the lynching of Muslims on any pretext has become a norm. 
The recent New Delhi riots saw death of around 55 Muslims 
and losses running in millions. But the Muslims in India are 
not the only target. In 1984 around 3000 Sikhs were killed 
in New Delhi after the assassination of Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi, and another 8000 around the country. The demoli-
tion of Babri mosque alone triggered some of the deadliest 
religious riots against the Muslims, with deaths exceeding 
2000. The total losses of property touched billions across 
India. According to records the Babri Mosque was built 
when the first Mughal king, Babur was in power in 1528. 
However on December 23, 1949, it turned into a ‘disputed 
property’ as idols of the Hindu deity Rama were placed in-
side the mosque. Police locked the gates and no Muslim 

was allowed to offer prayers. From 1950-61, four civil suits 
were filed in the court by both the Hindus and the Muslims 
for seeking possession of the site. A Hindu temple commit-
tee in 1984 was formed by Hindu groups, to begin construc-
tion of a Hindu temple. In 1990 the leader of Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), LK Advani, led a nationwide campaign to build a 
Ram temple in the place of the mosque. The fury generated 
by RSS-BJP eventually led to the tearing down of the historic 
building on December 6, 1992 as Hindu religious extremists 
reduced the Mosque to rubble. Three judges of the Allahabad 
High Court ruled that the disputed site should be shared 
by Hindus and Muslims in September 2010. The court said 
two-thirds of the 2.77-acre (1.12-hectares) site belonged to 
Hindus while the rest to the Muslims. However in May 2011 
the ruling was suspended by India’s Supreme Court as ap-
peals were filed by both Hindu and Muslim groups.VoM

Masood urges Kashmiri-Pakistani 
diaspora community in UK to 

highlight grave situation in IIOJK

UNITED NATIONS
Pakistan’s Ambassador to the United Nations 
(UN), Munir Akram, has held a meeting with 
the UN Under-Secretary-General for Counter-
Terrorism, Vladimir Voronkov, and gave him 
the dossier regarding Indian involvement in 
terrorist activities against Pakistan, an official 
of the Pakistani Mission said Friday. The UN 
counter-terrorism chief promised to “study” 
the dossier, which has been prepared by Paki-
stani agencies after full investigation of India’s 
systematic campaign to promote terrorism and 
subversion in Pakistan, the official said. Dur-
ing the meeting, which took place on Thurs-
day, Voronkov also urged India and Pakistan 
to reduce tensions and engage in a dialogue 
and pursue solution in accordance with the UN 
Charter and Security Council resolutions. On 
Nov 24, Ambassador Akram handed over the 
same dossier to UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres when he met him. The Pakistani 
envoy also held a “productive meeting” with 
the Assistant Secretary-General and Executive 
Director of the Counter-Terrorism Executive 
Directorate, Michele Coninsx, on Friday. . APP

ISLAMABAD  
President Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) Sardar Masood 
Khan on Saturday said that the Kashmiri-Pakistani 
diaspora community has played a critical role in creating 
awareness about the Kashmir issue and it has acted as a 
bridge between the people of Kashmir and the international 
community. The President expressed these views while 
speaking to Faheem Kiani, President Tahreek e Kashmir-UK 
during a meeting at Jammu and Kashmir House. During the 
interaction, the AJK President discussed the latest situation 
in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIoJK) , 
especially the conditions prevailing after the imposition 
of an occupational lockdown, communication blockade 
and rapid demographic changes. A focused approach is 
needed by all for the peaceful and just resolution of the 
Kashmir dispute in accordance with the UN resolutions. 
President Masood Khan said that the innocent people 
of Jammu and Kashmir have been virtually imprisoned 
in their homeland; they are being murdered, jailed on 
false cases, the women are being dishonoured and young 
unarmed protestors are shot with pellet guns. “It is our 
duty to liberate our brothers and sisters from the shackles 
of the Indian occupation forces”. The President praised the 
efforts of the Tahreek e Kashmir President Faheem Kiani for 
successfully organizing webinars with leading cross-party 
MPs and holding major events, especially observing human 
rights week in connection with the World Human Rights Day 
all over the UK. Tahreek-e-Kashmir UK is actively working 
to raise the profile of the Kashmir dispute and effectively 
highlighting the human rights violations being committed 
by the India occupation forces. “The diaspora community 
must synergize their strengths so that we may positively 
advocate the Kashmir cause in a fruitful manner”, said 
President AJK. resident Masood Khan said that the Pakistan-
Kashmiri diaspora, which has grown in numbers all over 
the world, works closely with their representatives and over 
the years, their strengths have increased manifold. Faheem 
Kiani also congratulated the AJK President for representing 
the Kashmiri people and delivering his statement to the 
full-house of the 47th OIC-CFM conference and successfully 
adoption of a Kashmir resolution. He termed this as a 
major diplomatic success for the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir, and further solidifying the unwavering support 
of the OIC member states to the just cause of the people of 
Kashmir. Kiani assured the President during the meeting 
that his organization will continue to garner support for 
the Kashmiris’ just right to self-determination and will 
reach out to influential Parliamentarians, opinion makers 
and the British civil society. He informed that the diaspora 
community all over Europe will be effectively mobilized to 
hold conferences, seminars and rallies in this connection. 
Sardar Masood Khan said that the growing interest of British 
MPs belonging to all major parties is a visible indication of 
the efforts of the diaspora community in mobilizing and 
sensitizing their representatives on the Kashmir dispute.VoM

ISLAMABAD   
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi says Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has fulfilled his promise of provid-
ing justice to people at their doorsteps 
through Prime Minister Citizen Portal. 
In a statement, he said this is the change, 
which Prime Minister Imran Khan and 
the PTI had promised to the nation. The 
Foreign Minister felicitated the Prime 
Minister on completion of two years of 
Prime Minister Citizen Portal. He ex-
pressed satisfaction that the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs performed well in timely 
redressal of the complaints received at 
the Prime Minister Citizen Portal. Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi said we set up a Cri-
sis Centre to help overseas Pakistanis 
on 24/7 basis during the Covid-19 chal-
lenge.  Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Hussain Qureshi here on Saturday said 
that Pakistan Democratic Movement 
(PDM) did not want to see development 
of the country as politicians of the alli-
ance were opposed to national progress. 
“PTI government is concerned over ris-

ing cases of COVID-19 in the country 
while the PDM is not caring people lives. 
How can politicians risking masses 
lives by conducting rallies be their well 
wisher? “he questioned at a reception 
held in his honour by Chairman Mar-
ket Committee, Sheikh Tahir Qureshi. 
The foreign minister said that no gov-
ernment could be toppled by holding 
public gathering and the present gov-
ernment would complete its term add-
ing that the opposition would have to 
wait till the completion of PTI constitu-
tional tenure. Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf 
(PTI) would form next government too, 
Qureshi hoped and added that Pakistan 
Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N) should 
have known its popularity level by GB 
elections. The voters rejected PPP and 
PML-N in the Gilgit Baltistan (GB) elec-
tions despite their public meetings, he 
observed.  The political parties which 
were part of PDM intended to create 
chaos in the country, he maintained 
adding that the movement was fol-
lowing Pakistan’s enemy agenda. On 

growing Islamophobia, Qureshi stated 
that it was matter of great concern for 
Muslim Ummah and suggested that 
the Ummah would have to adopt a col-
lective narrative to fight it. “This is the 
way forward to dwindle the trend .” 
the foreign minister explained. Regard-
ing Kashmir issue, he informed that 
the OIC, Council of Foreign Ministers 
(CFM) in recent meeting kept on reso-
nating with the issue despite of Indian 
wish and effort to subdue it. “It is great 
diplomatic achievement of Pakistan 
to highlight the Kashmir issue on CFM 
platform despite Indian efforts against 
it, ” Qureshi remarked. The PTI govern-
ment was raising voice against ongoing 
Indian brutalities in Indian Illegally Oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) on 
world platforms and would continue 
the practice it in future too, he stressed. 
The foreign minister termed China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor(CPEC) a 
milestone for the progress of the coun-
try, adding that future of the region was 
interconnected with the project. VoM
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Muslims continues under Modi’s India
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Pakistan rejects India’s inac-

curate, misleading assertions in 
Kulbhushan Jadhav’s Case

UNITED NATIONS
Pakistan has rejected concoctions based on “fake 
news”, in a section of Indian media, alleging trans-
fer of foreign fighters to Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir. In a statement, Foreign Office 
Spokesperson Zahid Hafeez said that such fabri-
cations are part of the Indian propaganda against 
indigenous freedom movement of the Kashmiri 
people for their inalienable right to self-determina-
tion enshrined in international law and the United 
Nations Security Council Resolutions. He said that 
such Indian ploys are doomed to fail again. The 
spokesperson said by spreading such falsehoods, 
India can neither cast a shadow on the legitimate 
struggle of the Kashmiri people for freedom from 
illegal and inhuman Indian occupation nor can it 
escape censure by the international community 
for the gross and systematic violations of human 
rights being perpetrated by the Indian occupation 
forces in IIOJK. He said the completely baseless al-
legations of so-called “foreign fighters from Syria” 
serve only to further illustrate the virulent anti-
Pakistan tirade that is the hallmark of the RSS-BJP 
dispensation. The spokesperson said that instead 
of wasting more time in peddling falsehoods and 
fake news, India would be well-advised to comply 
with its international legal and moral obligations 
and let the Kashmiris exercise their inalienable 
right to self-determination. Pakistan has rejected 
inaccurate and misleading assertions by the In-
dian Ministry of External Affairs in Commander 
Jadhav’s Case The Foreign Office, in a statement, 
categorically rejected Indian MEA’s baseless allega-
tions regarding legal proceedings currently taking 
place in the case of Indian Naval Commander Kulb-
hushan Sudhir Jadhav. It is evident that by casting 
aspersions on the Indian High Commission’s own 
legal Counsel, the Indian government is looking 
for an escape from the legal proceedings in Com-
mander Jadhav case. The Government of India is 
reminded that in pursuance of the judgment of 
International Court of Justice, Pakistan had invited 
the Indian High Commission to meet with Com-
mander Jadhav and appoint a lawyer on his be-
half so that proceedings to review and reconsider 
Commander Jadhav’s conviction could commence. 
However, during the course of diplomatic exchang-
es, the Indian High Commission refused to instruct 
a lawyer itself, as in their view this would amount 
to a waiver of India’s sovereign immunity. VoM

Global Market
Hopes for stimulus drive risky assets higher 

despite weak U.S. jobs report


