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We do not believe in war and 
want to solve problems through 

dialogue, instead of war we 
should focus on education and 

health. 

President Pakistan

Arif Alvi

At UN, Pak categorically reject India’s willful 
propaganda against the Kartarpur Corridor

Saudi Arabia, Qatar to opt rapprochement to de-esca-
late Gulf crisis: Sources

The Asian Telegraph

Pakistan desires to 
transform its excellent 
political contacts with 

Kuwait: FM   
ISLAMABAD

Foreign Minister Shah Mah-
mood Qureshi says Pakistan 
desires to transform its ex-
cellent political contacts 
with Kuwait into a strong 
economic partnership. Talk-
ing to Ambassador of Ku-
wait to Pakistan Nassar 
Al-Mutairi in Islamabad on 
Thursday, he said the two 
countries have tremendous 
opportunities to enhance 
bilateral cooperation in di-
verse areas, including agri-
culture, food security, and 
infrastructure development. 
He said both the countries 
can benefit from these op-
portunities. The Minister 
said Pakistan and Kuwait 
have deep historical broth-
erly relations. The two sides 
exchanged views on bilat-
eral relations and ways to 
enhance bilateral coopera-
tion in various areas. VoM

China slams U.S. remarks against military-civilian integration policy

Prices hit by surprise 
build in oil inventories in 

United States
Bureau Reporter

BEIJING
A Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes-

person on Thursday refuted the 
U.S. State Department’s accusations 
against China’s military-civilian in-
tegration policy, urging the U.S. side 
to stop deliberate provocations and 
denigration of China. Spokesperson 
Hua Chunying reiterated China’s 
stance on the issue in response to 
a relevant question at a daily press 
briefing. “The United States has been 
misrepresenting and smearing China’s 
military-civilian integration policy 
with political motivations, employ-
ing moral hijack, political pressure 
and even threat of sanctions against 
Chinese and American businesses and 
researchers,” Hua said, adding that 
China strongly deplores and firmly 
rejects the move.It is a common in-
ternational practice to promote inte-
grated development of military and 

civilian sectors, Hua said, adding the 
United States is no exception. Hua 
said the United States has a history 
of “military-civil fusion” dating back 
to the period before World War I and 
it has been carried out in a holistic 
and multifarious way, picking up pace 
in recent years. Some American mul-
tinational companies like Lockheed 
Martin are the result of “military-civil 
fusion” themselves, with operations 
and products covering both ends, 
she said. Hua said the U.S. allegation 
against China reflects typical “double 

standard” as it forbids others from 
doing something it does itself. Its true 
intention is to give excuses to justify 
a high-tech blockade against China. It 
goes against the spirit of international 
cooperation and the trend of the 
times and will eventually damage the 
interests of China, the United States 
and the entire world, she added. 
“China urges the United States to cor-
rect its wrong words and deeds, stop 
deliberate provocations and malicious 
denigration of China,” the spokesper-
son said.  Reuters

India uses terrorism as an 
instrument of state policy 

against all its neighbours to 
point fingers at others

UNITED NATIONS
Pakistan Wednesday categorically debunked 

an Indian claim at the United Nations that 
Islamabad had transferred the management 
of the Kartarpur sahib border crossing for 
Sikh pilgrims to a non-Sikh body. “We categori-
cally reject India’s willful propaganda against 
the Kartarpur Sahib Corridor,” Pakistani 
delegate Muhammad Zulqarnain Chheena 
told the General Assembly after it adopted a 
Pakistan-sponsored resolution on promoting 
inter-religious harmony that also welcomed 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s initiative to open 
the corridor. The Pakistan Sikh Gurdwara 
Prabandhak Committee (PSGPC), which is 
currently holding the corridor’s management, 
itself has firmly rejected the Indian claim, 
he added. Along with western nations, India 
abstained on the resolution, sponsored by 
Pakistan the Philippines, which was adopted 
by the 193-member Assembly by a majority of 
90 votes. “The Prime Minister of Pakistan took 
this landmark initiative (to open the Kartarpur 
corridor in Nov. 2018) in an openly hostile 
environment created by the belligerence and 
warmongering of our eastern neighbour, only 

to promote inter-religious and intercultural 
harmony in our region,” the Pakistan delegate 
said, while exercising his right of reply to the 
Indian representative’s claims.  “We knew fully 
well that it is beyond India’s current regime’s 
capacity to comprehend gestures of peace and 
inter-religious harmony, the Pakistani delegate 
said. “But still, we decided to open the Kartarpur 
sahib corridor, constructed the world’s biggest 
Sikh Gurdwara and welcomed members of the 
Sikh community from all over the world by 
granting them visa free access to one of their 
holiest sites. “We are not surprised that India 
continues to politicize this peaceful initiative 
by coming up with a baseless and fallacious 
propaganda.” Zulqarnain said that insinua-
tions regarding “transferring” the affairs of the 
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib Kartarpur were aimed 
at creating religious disharmony, cast mischie-
vous aspersions against the interests of the Sikh 
community, and to detract attention from India’s 
own reprehensible human rights violations of 
minorities in India. “While Pakistan is opening 
doors to the Sikh community and gaining their 
gratitude and appreciation from all across the 
world, the Hindutva zealots are following a well-
planned strategy to eradicate their identity,” he 
said.  “I will not go into history, but one only has 
to follow what’s happening around Delhi these 
days to find out how the fascist Indian regime 
treats its minorities, including Muslims . VoM

Government is committed 
to protect the rights of 

persons with disability in 
Pakistan

PM is effectively presenting the 
case of Islamophobia and blas-

phemy at international level 
Islamabad

President Dr Arif Alvi has said persons with disabil-
ities deserve special attention and there is a need to 
take measures to ensure their inclusion in different 
sectors of the society. He was addressing an event 
in Islamabad today to mark the International Day 
for Persons with Disabilities. The President said an 
inclusive system should be formulated to provide 
them equal facilities like other citizens. He said 
that admission should also be given to differently 
abled children in educational institutions on spe-
cial quotas which enable the society to realize the 
problems being faced by this segment. He empha-
sized that collective efforts from all segments of so-
ciety in synergy with the government are required 
to mainstream them in society as well as in social, 
economic and political decision making. He said 
steps are being taken to provide facilities for spe-
cial peoples in the Federal Capital including build-
ing ramps, separate parking in public parks and 
easy access to shopping malls. He said that should 
be expanded across the country with letter and 
spirit. Dr Arif Alvi also stressed to provide jobs suit-
able for disabled persons and private sector should 
be made prepare for this purpose. He appreciated 
State bank of Pakistan’s step in providing loans for 
disabled person for business to make them func-
tional in the society. He also appreciated Pakistan 
Bait-ul-Mall for different initiatives in providing 
assistive materials to deserving disabled persons. 
Addressing on the occasion, Minister for Human 
Rights Dr Shireen Mazari said the government is 
committed to protect the rights of persons with dis-
ability in Pakistan and we have made several legis-
lations in this regard. She said these laws in now in 
implementation phase. She said that special steps 
are being taken multiple disabled persons. VoM

Both China and Pakistan are commit-
ted to turn the CPEC into a demon-

stration project for the BRI
BEIJING

China on Thursday acknowledged a major progress, espe-
cially in the infrastructure and energy projects, being completed 
under China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) framework. 
“CPEC is an important pilot programme in China and Pakistan 
joint efforts to build the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and there 
has been a major progress recently especially in infrastructure 
and energy projects,” Chinese Foreign Ministry’s Spokesperson 
Hua Chunying said in response to a question about speech of 
Chairman of CPEC, Authority, Asim Saleem Bajwa at the 11th 
International Infrastructure Investment and Construction 
Forum (IIICF) in Macao Special Administrative Region. “Many 
roads were built creating job opportunities and boosting eco-
nomic development in relevant area and benefiting the people 
there. It has been applauded by people in Pakistan,” she added. 
Hua Chunying said that after Covid-19 broke out, the CPEC pro-
jects went on as usual playing an important role in Pakistan’s 
presumption of economic growth. The recent meeting of 14th 
Five-Year Plan, blueprinted the future development.  “The two 
sides attach importance to this project and work together to 
implement our leaders’ consensus and vow to carry out good 
jobs with existing projects, focus more on livelihood, industrial 
and agriculture cooperation,” she added. The spokesperson re-
marked that both China and Pakistan were committed to turn 
the CPEC into a demonstration project for the BRI and bring 
greater benefits to both countries and the region. Speaking at 

the forum, the Chairman of the CPEC Authority said that the 
CPEC was a major pilot project of the Belt and Road Initiative. 
Over the past five years, there were 22 construction projects 
under the framework of CPEC, covering roads, railways, airports, 
thermal power, hydropower, renewable energy, Gwadar Port, 
special economic zones and other areas. “In face of the novel 
coronavirus, all CPEC projects have been moving forward, bring-
ing hope for a future of peace and economic growth,” he added. 
He said that infrastructure investment and construction would 
be a key to reviving the jobs market and national economies. 
“Under CPEC, no project has been suspended for construction, 
and no worker has been laid off,” he told the gathering via video 
from Islamabad. Later at the forum, Moin ul Haque, Pakistan’s 
ambassador to China, invited members of the audience to ap-
plaud Chinese officials who made it possible for projects such 
as Lahore’s Orange Metro Line subway system to be completed. 
The 11th IIICF brings together ambassadors from 32 countries, 
senior executives from over 20 financial institutions, and repre-
sentatives of top contractors. VoM

China heap phrases major progress in CPEC 
infrastructure, energy projects: Hua Chunying

Qatar and Saudi Arabia 
are close to striking a pre-

liminary agreement to end a 
dispute

ISLAMABAD
Qatar and Saudi Arabia are close to strik-

ing a preliminary agreement to end a dispute 
that has pitted the Gulf neighbours against 
each other for more than three years, sources 
told Al Jazeera. The expected deal comes after 
United States President Donald Trump’s ad-
viser Jared Kushner arrived in the Gulf re-
gion as part of a last-ditch effort to resolve 
the Gulf crisis, before the Trump adminis-
tration leaves office in January. Three year 
Qatar blockade could be over ‘in weeks’: US 
Kushner’s tour included meetings with Saudi 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in 
Riyadh earlier this week, and with the Emir 
of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, 
in Doha on Wednesday. Kushner has since left 
Qatar, Al Jazeera has learned. On Wednesday, 
the Wall Street Journal (WSJ) quoted US offi-
cials as saying that the main focus of the talks 
would be to resolve a dispute over allowing 
Qatari planes to fly through the airspace of 
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). Bloomberg reported on that the im-

minent agreement would not involve the 
UAE, Bahrain and Egypt, which together with 
Saudi Arabia formed a quartet of blockading 
countries against Qatar. In June 2017, the 
quartet cut off diplomatic and trade ties with 
Qatar and imposed a land, sea and air em-
bargo on the Gulf state, accusing Doha of sup-
porting terrorism and having ties with Iran 
that were deemed too close. Doha has re-
peatedly rejected the accusations as baseless 
while highlighting its readiness for dialogue. 
As the price for lifting the blockade, the four 
nations set a 13-point ultimatum for Qatar, 
which included shutting down Al Jazeera 
Media Network. The WSJ reported that the 
blockading countries had relaxed their de-
mands for lifting the blockade, noting that 
Saudi Arabia has shown more willingness 
to find common ground to resolve the crisis. 
“This [news of the expected agreement] is a 

great step in the right direction that at least 
paves the way for what will be a conflict res-
olution effort that will take years,” Andreas 
Krieg, assistant professor at King’s College 
London, told Al Jazeera, in anticipation of the 
agreement. “This announcement will first of 
all see confidence-building measures being 
accepted by both sides that are supposed to 
show the sincerity of Qatar and Saudi to com-
mit to an end of the rift. “Bilateral committees 
might function as a forum for dispute reso-
lution behind closed doors. Having dispute 
resolution mechanisms is essential in ensur-
ing that this episode of the Gulf Crisis will be 
the last one. Only after this transitional pe-
riod will both sides actually talk about how 
to bring the crisis as a whole to an end,” Krieg 
added. Krieg highlighted that the ideological 
rift in the Gulf is between Qatar and the UAE, 
not so much Saudi Arabia. “The Emirates are 
not able or willing to commit to anything at 
the moment and are purposefully left out of 
any mediation effort by both the Kuwaitis 
and the Americans. This could leave the UAE 
fairly isolated just like after the 2014 episode 
of the Gulf crisis, sending the wrong signal 
to the Biden administration that Abu Dhabi 
might be a disruptive player in the region,” 
Krieg added. Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has directed to ensure pro-
vision of facilities to allied industries connected to the 
construction sector to keep moving economy’s wheel of 
the country. He was chairing weekly meeting of National 
Coordination Committee for Housing, Construction, and 
Development in Islamabad today. Imran Khan said Is-
lamabad is the only planned city of Pakistan, but now 
its outlook is getting worse. He directed to ensure mea-
sures to protect green areas in the federal capital. Gov-
ernor State Bank informed the meeting that banks have 
almost achieved the quarterly targets regarding Hous-
ing and Construction sector. He said banks have been 
instructed to provide further facilities to the consum-
ers.  Chairman Capital Development Authority briefed 
the meeting that work on automation is continuing 
with great pace and will be completed by the end of this 
month. He said the automation will save people from 
unnecessarily visiting CDA offices. He said CDA has so 
far received maps of four out of 12 commercial plots on 
which construction will be started soon. Prime Minister 
Imran Khan has said Ravi City Lahore and Bundle Island 

projects will help resolve economic and environmental 
problems, besides creating job opportunities and con-
tributing in reducing pollution.  Chairing meeting of 
Pakistan Island Development Authority and Ravi Urban 
Development Authority in Islamabad today, he empha-
sized on ensuring provision of opportunities to over-
seas Pakistanis to become partner in these projects. He 
also stressed the need for highlighting positive impact 
of these projects. The Prime Minister directed to frame 
a timeline to complete various phases of these projects 
The meeting was informed that Frontier Works Organi-
zation and National Logistic Cell have started work on 
Ravi Urban Development project and timeline for the 
completion of various phases of the project has been 
determined. Meanwhile, Prime Minister Imran Khan 
has said the government is determined to provide af-
fordable housing to the people for which practical steps 
are being taken. He said this while talking to Minister for 
Housing and Works Tariq Bashir Cheema in Islamabad 
today. During the meeting, views were exchanged re-
garding ongoing construction projects in the construc-
tion sector.  ISLAMABAD, Dec 3 (APP): Prime Minister 

Imran Khan Thursday said that around two million fam-
ilies would benefit from the government’s new Ehsaas 
Kafaalat Policy aimed at extending financial support to 
special persons. As the world observed annual Interna-
tional Day of Persons with Disabilities on the day, the 
prime minister said on Twitter, that under the new pro-
gram, the special persons would be eligible for a month-
ly stipend of Rs. 2000. “This is a step toward a disabil-
ity-inclusive and sustainable post COVID-19 world,” he 
remarked.According to the United Nations, out of seven 
billion world population, more than one billion people, 
or approximately 15 per cent of the total population, live 
with some form of disability with 80 per cent living in 
developing countries The International Day of Disabled 
Persons aims at promoting the rights and well-being of 
persons with disabilities in all spheres of society and de-
velopment. Prime Minister Imran Khan will address the 
UN General Assembly’s two-day special session on the 
response to Coronavirus pandemic on Friday. According 
to the speakers list, there are 141 speakers inscribed, 
including 53 Heads of State, 39 Heads of Government, 
4 Deputy Prime Ministers and 38 Ministers. VoM

PM directs authorities to facilitate allied industries connected to 
construction sector

Ehsaas Kafaalat scheme to benefit two million families with special persons: PM

Global community takes 
serious considerations 
pertaining Pak dossier 

revealing Indian 
sponsored terrorism: DG 

ISPR 
Pakistan has done everything that it 

can to facilitate the Afghanistan peace 
process

BEIJING
Director General ISPR Major General Babar If-
tikhar says the international community has taken 
very seriously the dossier revealing with evidence 
India’s sponsorship of terrorism inside Pakistan. 
In an interview with Global Village Space, he 
said the world has taken note of it. The DG ISPR 
said despite India’s best efforts, there has been 
a lot of objective analysis of what has been said 
in the dossier. He said the objectivity of the de-
bate around this dossier at international level is 
a major plus and we are going to take it forward 
from here. Major General Babar Iftikhar said the 
Foreign Office has the dossier presented it to the 
P-5 countries and it has also been presented to 
the UN Secretary General. He said we are going to 
take it to every possible forum. He said a lot of ef-
fort is being put into this. He said there has been 
a series of actions that have been taken after that. 
Responding to a question, the DG ISPR said CPEC 
is a game changer for the region. He said it is of-
fering connectivity to the whole region and with 
that Pakistan becomes a connectivity hub for this 
whole region. He said this is a game changer in the 
sense that this project has the potential to bring 
prosperity to this whole region by connecting 
everyone. He said it is basically an economic proj-
ect. To a question, DG ISPR said India is trying to 
harm CPEC not to stop progress and development 
of Pakistan, but also tarnish international image 
of the country. He said Pakistan raised two divi-
sions for the security of this project and other than 
that we have around nine regular regiments. VoM
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The breast cancer risks and 
your priorities

W e always discuss about the breast cancer risks and pre-
ventions. These risks are of many types and need differ-
ent approaches to get them under control.We also see 
so many new researches in the field of breast cancer 
like many other diseases. These researches are related 
with prevention, risk factors and treatment etc.When 

it comes to risk factors we see many new researches being conducted every 
now and then. A new study has revealed some new aspects of breast cancer 
risk factors regarding the family history. The researchers has made this point 
clear that women with family history of breast cancer now can control their 
risk factors by making essential changes in their routine. Reducing these risk 
factors will be  supportive in lessening the chances of breast cancer in such 
women. The main emphasis of the study is to highlight the fact that it is in the 
hand of a woman to control these risk factors. The risk factors being associ-
ated with the family history can also be controlled by a woman with the help 
of preventive measures like reducing weight . The research also claimed that 
by initiating these preventive measures almost 30 percent of the breast can-
cer risks associated with the family history can be reduced in America. That 
conclusion of the research includes women who have family history and ge-
netics with regards to breast cancer. By modifying these risk factors a woman 
can overcome her inherited vulnerability for breast cancer. In Americathe 
chances of a 30 years old ladyreduces to 11 percent with the help of these 
counter strategies. The research included almost 7,000womenwith breast 
cancer and about 20,000 women without it. Those who are working on this 
particular issue also emphasize on the need to make life style changes. These 
changes are related to the eating habits, exercise, behavioral changes etc. try 
to make things simple for you. This simplicity will help you out to live a life 
of your choice. These life style changes can work as miracle if adopted by 
the individuals. The research says, “Adoption of a healthy lifestyle is likely to 
be universally advocated by clinicians among all patients,” a group of three 
experts wrote in an editorial that accompanied the paper. “Knowledge of 
personal risks could certainly alter the beneficial uptake of that advice.”

The future roadmap for
 turkey and BRI

P arties of the right have long dominated Turkish politics. A social 
democratic party has triumphed in only one election and that was 40 
years ago, in 1977. The right has gained mass support by recasting 
class conflict as culture war. People who, in other countries, would 
form the base of support for center-left parties, peasants, workers, 
and those in the lower middle classhave rallied to populist conserva-

tives who appeal to their religion and their resentment of the urban elite. The 
results in last both elections were a repetition of the previous ones with regard 
to voting patterns, and the winning and losing blocs. Furthermore, the results 
once more confirmed the dominance of nationalist-conservative base among the 
Turkish electorate; a large base which continued to be consolidated by Erdogan. 
However, there seems to be a shift towards Turkish nationalism inside the domi-
nant bloc. The OBOR presents a historic opportunity for Turkey to expand its 
already strong position in the region and is the most ambitious economic-political 
project in modern history.The initiative involves plans for monolithic infrastructure 
projects spanning a vast network of seaports, railroads, highways, airports and 
other infrastructure to create new trade routes across Eurasia. Among the most 
important ambitions that the OBOR represents is China’s attempt to bring trade 
routes back to the Eurasian continent after three hundred years of Euro-Atlantic 
domination of trade routes. This is where Turkey comes in. It lies in a geostrategi-
cally important location that connects Europe, Asia and (by sea and air) Africa. 
Thus, Turkey lies on the shortest route for China’s ambitious plans to create a 
Eurasian trading network. 

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Revolution in Warfare and Strategic Affairs

T he technological developments, changed 
international environment, international 
regimes and globalization have transfigured 
the concepts of war and strategic affairs. 
The direct war had been replaced by indi-
rect and hybrid war, the symmetric nature 

has now been changed to asymmetric, the battle ground 
has become bid, weapons have been modernized and 
strategic dimensions have been entirely revolutionized.
Before talking about the changes in war and strategic 
affairs it is essential to define the two concepts. In the 
words of Clausewitz, “An act of violence intended to com-
pel our opponent to fulfill our will”. On the other hand, 
strategic affairs include international politics, geo-strat-
egy, international diplomacy, international economics, 
and military power. So both the concepts are somehow 
related to each other and are interdependent. In simple 
words it can be said that the war is a tool to attain the 
strategic goals and strategic goals are the drivers of the 
war. It is quite essential to analyze and keep informed 
about the emerging trends of the warfare because it 
helps the combatants to preserve its battle worthiness.
Normally, when one refers to the modern warfare it in-
cludes the warfare since the “gunpowder revolution” 

while other mark emphasis on the artillery as the point 
of reference for modern warfare. In the recent past es-
pecially after the WWII the dynamics of war changed 
significantly, as international regimes were empowered 
and weapon of mass destruction emerged as a threat to 
the existence of the world. Now, the aerial, asymmetric, 
biological, chemical, electronic, fourth and fifth genera-
tion of warfare, guerrilla etc. have changed the dynamics 
of war. Besides this, the role of intelligence, psychological 
warfare, propaganda and info war has been increased 
to the extent that it determines the real power of a na-
tion.The military formations have been changed from 
quantitative edge to the professional excellence and 
equipment of the soldiers with the latest weapons and 
ammunition. Furthermore, in modern warfare proxies 
are preferred on the direct involvement of the army. 
The battle ground in the modern warfare is not defined 
and it’s preferred to have battle ground away from the 
home ground. Like the US is mostly fighting its war away 
from the home to avoid the spillover effects on its land. 
Previously, the war was the ground skills of the ground 
forces; however, the war now is the subtotal of the air 
power, naval power and effective foreign policy manage-
ment. Moreover, the modern war needs to be legitimized 
in the light of international law before the international 
community. Formerly, there was no justification required 
for a war as the might is right was prevailing norm.The 
alliance formation to pressurize the opponent is also a 
key attribute of the modern warfare. The sanctions on 
Iran and western behaviour can be an example in this 
regard. The concept of the total war has been replaced 
by the selected/partial war in modern world. The ex-
ploitation of the opponent’s internal weaknesses for the 
sake of your benefit is also a key attribute of the modern 
war.The modern war mostly relay on the aerial power 

of a country. The role of Air Forces in the Middle East 
and Afghanistan clearly shows the significance of the air 
power. The more reliance on the air power has however, 
increased the collateral damage as a result of the war. 
The increase air power has increased the use of the ar-
tificial intelligence in the war hence eliminating the dif-
ference between the innocent and the culprit; armed and 
unarmed. Besides it has increase the war maintenance 
cost resulting in the low human security investment. 
In the modern warfare the developing/technologically 
backward countries are relying on the technologically 
strong countries mostly west for the weapon opera-
tions.Additionally, the role of navy and naval politics/
diplomacy has been increased. The security state of the 
modern world uses the naval power and diplomacy to 
increase their influence on the other countries and re-
gions. The key choke points and sea route due to their 
economic and strategic significance are drivers of the 
modern warfare. The Chinese and other regional coun-
ties moves and counter moves in the South China Sea 
are example in this regard. The modern warfare has now 
added an economic dimension in the war equation as the 
modern economically powerful counties use economic 
influence during the war and use economic imperialism 
to attain war gains.   

‘The Masked Singer’ 
Season 4 Clues, Spoilers and Our Best Guesses at Secret Identities

BEVERLY HILLS
Get out your magnifying glasses, flip 

open your notebooks and bring up a 
new Google tab, detectives, because the 
semifinals of The Masked Singer season 
4 are about to kick off with a huge two-
hour special!.We’re here to break down 
all the fresh new hints, dish on the fun 
spoilers and collect all the clues about 
the hidden celebs’ secret identities as 
The Seahorse, The Crocodile, The Jellyfish, 
The Popcorn, The Mushroom and The Sun 
battled it out for their place in the finals! 
We’re also here to keep track of everyone 
who’s been unmasked, just like we did 
for season 1, for season 2, and again for 
season 3 (where we nailed nearly every 
prediction).From hints buried deep in the 
show’s various clue packages throughout 
the season, to some of the internet’s best 
guesses and aggregated deductions, we’re 
compiling a comprehensive breakdown of 
every piece of evidence to try and crack 
the case of who’s under each elaborate 
mask.As more stars are unmasked as the 
season progresses, ET will update this 
master list with new clues and theories 
about the celebrity inside each costume. 
For now, here’s a look at what we know 
thus far (if anything) about each season 
4 character!

ESA/NASA’s Sun-Observing SOHO Mission 
Celebrates a Quarter-Century in Space

LONDON
The Solar and Heliospheric Observatory 

launched on December 2, 1995. A joint 
mission between the European Space 
Agency and NASA, SOHO’s original op-
erating phase was scheduled for two 
years – and now, through repeated ex-
tensions, it is celebrating a quarter cen-
tury in orbit. Over the years, its set of 
groundbreaking instruments became a 
source for numerous scientific findings, 
an inspiration for follow-on missions, 
and an outlet for citizen scientists. SOHO 
also survived near catastrophe twice and 
has become the longest-running Sun-
surveying spacecraft. What this power-
house mission has witnessed in its 25 
years has changed the way humanity 
sees the Sun.The revolution started in 
its design. SOHO was meant to provide 
a comprehensive look at the flow of en-
ergy and material from the Sun toward 
Earth. The 12 instruments onboard al-
lowed the spacecraft to return a special-
ized combination of observations – an 
asset for solar scientists who wanted to 
understand how our star worked.  At the 
time, this kind of basic physics research 
was considered the main goal, but over 
the last quarter of a century, researchers 

learned they could, in fact, begin to moni-
tor our Sun in real time, studying and at-
tempting to predict the space weather it 
sent our way.“At the time SOHO was de-
signed, very few people talked or thought 
about space weather,” SOHO Project 
Scientist Bernhard Fleck at ESA said. 
“But now, I look at SOHO observations 
like weather radar. Now it is as normal as 
opening your weather app and checking 
when the rain is coming.”This ability is 
due to SOHO’s coronagraphs, specialized 
telescopes that block the bright face of 
the Sun to allow for better visibility of 
the faint light extending from the star. 
SOHO’s Large Angle and Spectrometric 
Coronagraph, known as LASCO, provides 
a 360-degree view of the atmosphere 
around the Sun.

Sohail Majeed Butt
Rawalpindi 

Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Muhammad 
Amjad Khan Niazi has been conferred with 
“Legion of Merit of the Turkish Armed Forces” 
by Turkish Naval Forces Commander, Admiral 
Adnan OZBAL during his official visit to 
Turkey. The Naval Chief also called on Minister 
of National Defence, Turkish Armed Forces 
Commander, Turkish Naval Forces Commander 
and President of Defence Industries. 
Upon his arrival at the Turkish Naval Forces 
Headquarters, Admiral Muhammad Amjad 
Khan Niazi was presented guard of honour and 
subsequently conferred with “Legion of Merit 
of the Turkish Armed Forces” by Turkish Naval 
Forces Commander in an impressive ceremony. 
Earlier during a meeting, both the dignitaries 
discussed the matters of naval collaboration and 
mutual interest aimed at further enhancing ties 
between the navies of two brotherly countries. 
The Naval Chief was also given comprehen-
sive briefing regarding Turkish Naval Forces.  

Later, Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan 
Niazi called on Minister of National Defence 
Mr. Hulusi AKAR and Turkish Armed Forces 
Commander, General Yasar GULER at Turkish 
General Staff Headquarters, Ankara. The Naval 
Chief also called on President of Defence 
Industries Mr. Ismail DEMIR at Presidency 
of Defence Industries. Matters related to re-
gional security, bilateral defence collaboration 
and mutual interest were discussed. Admiral 
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi commended 
the role and contributions of Turkish Armed 
Forces for maintaining maritime peace and 
stability in the region. Earlier, the Admiral also 
laid floral wreath at ATATURK Mausoleum, 
Ankara and signed the Honour Book.  
Turkish Dignitaries acknowledged the efforts of 
Pakistan Navy for maintaining maritime peace 
and stability in the Indian Ocean Region. It is ex-
pected that the recent visit of the Naval Chief will 
further enhance and expand Naval collaboration 
and defence ties between the two countries in 
general and both Navies in particular.

Chief of the naval staff  conferred with “legion of merit of the turkish armed forces” at turkey

December-04-1992

President George H.W. Bush orders 
28,000 U.S. troops to Somalia, a war-
torn East African nation where rival 
warlords were preventing the distribu-
tion of humanitarian aid to thousands of 
starving Somalis. In a military mission 

he described as “God’s work,” Bush said that America 
must act to save more than a million Somali lives, but 
reassured Americans that “this operation is not open-
ended” and that “we will not stay one day longer than is 
absolutely necessary.” Unfortunately, America’s humani-
tarian troops became embroiled in Somalia’s political 
conflict, and the controversial mission stretched on for 
15 months before being abruptly called off by President 
Bill Clinton in 1993.In 1992, clan-based civil-war fighting 
and one of the worst African droughts of the century 
created famine conditions that threatened one-fourth 
of Somalia’s population with starvation. In August 1992, 
the United Nations began a peacekeeping mission to the 
country to ensure the distribution of food and medical 
aid, but it was largely unsuccessful. With U.N. troops 
unable to control Somalia’s warring factions, security 
deteriorating, and thousands of tons of food stranded 
in portside warehouses, President Bush ordered a large 
U.S. military force to the area on December 4, 1992. Five 
days later, the first U.S. Marines landed in the first phase 

of “Operation Restore Hope.”With the aid of U.S. military 
troops and forces from other nations, the U.N. succeeded 
in distributing desperately needed food to many starving 
Somalis. However, with factional fighting continuing una-
bated, and the U.N. without an effective agenda to resolve 
the political strife, there seemed no clear end in sight to 
Operation Restore Hope when President Bill Clinton took 
office in January 1993. Like his predecessor, Clinton was 

anxious to bring the Americans home, and in May the 
mission was formally handed back to the United Nations. 
By June 1993, only 4,200 U.S. troops remained. However, 
on June 5, 24 Pakistani U.N. peacekeepers inspecting a 
weapons storage site were ambushed and massacred by 
Somalia soldiers under the warlord General Mohammed 
Aidid. U.S. and U.N. forces subsequently began an exten-
sive search for the elusive strongman.

President Bush orders U.S. troops to Somalia
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Jennifer Reveals the Products 
For Her Upcoming Skincare

NEWYORK
Qennifer Lopez has revealed the product lineup 
for her upcoming skincare line, JLo Beauty! The 
range will officially drop on Jan. 1, 2021, with eight 
products, and Lopez tells ET’s Nischelle Turner it all 
started with her signature JLo glow.“If I was gonna 
go into that, the skincare would have to be first and 
foremost and so that was kind of the idea,” Lopez 
says. “And I have actually been thinking about this 
for about 20 years. Many have talked about it so 
many times, but I think I needed to get to a place 
where I had enough experience where I was kind 
of more fully realized in myself to have a [real] 
philosophy about beauty and about beauty from 
the inside out and what that means and what it 
meant to me.” The brand posted a photo of the 
skincare line on Instagram on Wednesday, reveal-
ing the gorgeous gold packaging and name for 
each item -- That JLo Glow Multitasking Serum, 
That Limitless Glow Multitasking Mask, That Big 
Screen Broad Spectrum SPF 30 Moisturizer, That 
Blockbuster Wonder Cream, That Hit Single Gel-
Creme Cleanser, That Fresh Take Eye Cream, That 
Star Filter Complexion Booster and That Inner 
Love Dietary Supplement. The star’s new venture 
focuses on the tagline, “Beauty has no expiration 
date” -- no matter what age you are.VoM

The Duchess makes fashion 
statement at new appearance

NEW YORK
The Duchess of Cornwall took layering to a whole 
new level on Wednesday, when she visited an ex-
hibition at the National Portrait Gallery alongside 
her husband, the Prince of Wales.Camilla looked 
fabulous in a knee-length, sleeveless blue dress, 
which she layered with a crisp white shirt to create 
a show-stopping look that certainly showcased her 
fashion credentials. The Duchess paired her dress 
with a beautiful pair of black boots, tying her outfit 
together with a patterned face mask.Prince Charles 
looked just as dashing, donning a suit that was the 
exact same shade as his wife’s dress, and adding 
a blue tie and face mask for good measure. The 
Duchess looked gorgeous on Wednesday Camilla 
is known for her love of bold colours, and just 
last month wowed fans during a video call with 
staff from homelessness charity Emmaus UK and 
formerly homeless residents of Brighton.Duchess 
Camilla looked lovely in a bright red dress for the 
occasion, catching the eye in her festive number. 
Her vibrant attire certainly sparked the curios-
ity of royal fans, with many wondering whether 
the royal was working with a new stylist. One fan 
tweeted: “Camilla has been the epitome of hard 
work and duty during Covid and I for one have 
truly enjoyed learning about more of her patron-
ages (and getting a peek inside of their homes!).

Selena sends message to those 
struggling with mental health

LONDON
Selena Gomez wants people struggling with 
their mental health to know they’re “not alone”.
The 28-year-old singer has battled with depres-
sion and anxiety in the past and recently came 
forward to reveal she has been diagnosed with 
bipolar disorder, and has said she wants to use 
her platform to help others in a similar position 
by offering them someone to talk to.Selena spoke 
as she admitted her makeup brand, Rare Beauty, 
would never have launched if she hadn’t gone 
through the process of learning to love herself.
She explained: “I don’t feel like Rare Beauty would 
have been [possible] three or four years ago. I un-
derstand now how it feels to be on the other side, 
comparing myself or thinking I need to look more 
like this or more like that to fit in.“It can take a toll 
on you, for sure. We’re not all a certain way, and 
we’re not meant to be. It’s fair to say that I am 
1000 per cent on the journey with the consumers. 
It’s not easy for everybody, and I want people to 
know they’re not alone.” The ‘Ice Cream’ hitmaker 
also spoke about “dealing with racism” VoM

Staff Report
LAHORE 

Former Pakistan pacer Shoaib Akhtar 
believes if Pakistani Skipper Babar Azam 
wants to lead the Green-shirts for a long 
period of time then he should become a 
‘man of steel’.To a question on the afore-
mentioned statement, Akhtar said that 
Azam needs to evolve as a player.“When 
you come in the limelight and go on the 
path of becoming a real star, some peo-
ple will try to bring you down and make 
you suffer.That is the time when you have 
to show what you are made of. Babar 
Azam now needs to evolve as a captain, 
player and batsman so that everyone 
knows that he is a man of steel,” he said.
Babar was recently named as the Test 
captain that made him in-charge of teams 
across all formats.The 26-year-old’s first 
assignment as Test skipper would be the 
ICC World Test Championship matches 
against New Zealand, to be played in 

Mount Maunganui and Christchurch 
from December 26-30 and January 3-7, 
respectively.“If you are not a man of steel 
then there will be no one backing you.
I will be honest with you, I remember exact 

words of many CEO/Chairman of Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB) who said that Rashid 
Latif bhai will stay as captain of six years.
I have seen the high and lows of life in 
cricket over the past 24 years,” he said.

Staff Report
BEIJING

Former Barcelona and Arsenal star 
Giovanni van Bronckhorst quit on Thursday 
after one season as coach of Guangzhou 
R&F so he can return to his family.
The former Dutch international’s spell in 
China was badly disrupted by the coro-
navirus, with the Chinese Super League 

starting five months late.“It’s been a very 
difficult year for me, for everyone,” the 
45-year-old told Chinese media, after 
R&F confirmed to AFP that he had quit.
“Although working with the club, the 
team, the players and my staff was really 
nice... not seeing my family for me was 
-- and is -- the only thing (reason) I want 
to go back.“I’m very happy that the club 

worked really well with me in this case 
(accepted his resignation) and it was a 
hard decision because I have a very good 
relationship with everyone here and re-
ally enjoyed my time working with the 
players.But eventually, my family comes 
first.”Van Bronckhorst, a 2006 Champions 
League winner as a player with Barcelona, 
took R&F to 11th in the virus-hit CSL, 
having been named as boss in January.
The side finished 12th the year before 
under former coach and Yugoslav inter-
national Dragan Stojkovic.On Wednesday 
they went out in the quarter-finals of the 
FA Cup on penalties.In July, on the eve of 
the delayed CSL season, Van Bronckhorst 
told AFP that it had been tough being away 
from his family because of coronavirus-re-
lated travel restrictions.owever, he also said 
that he was better for the experience.“For 
me I learnt that about myself -- to be 
strong mentally because of being away 
from my family for so long,” he said.

Benchmark index rises 20.34 points to 

settle at 42,047.72
Bureau Report

KARACHI
The Pakistan Stock Exchange had a range 

bound trading session on Thursday because of 
absence of positive triggers and the KSE-100 
index managed to climb a marginal 20 points.
The index sustained the upward momentum 
and remained positive for the fourth successive 
day.Owing to stability in international crude 
oil prices for the past few sessions, oil sector 
stocks in Pakistan’s market had lacklustre ac-
tivity and minor fluctuations throughout the 
day.However, hefty buying by foreign institu-
tional investors lent modest support to the 
market. During the session, purchases from 
foreign investors soared past Rs1 billion.As 
trading began, the index climbed over 350 
points in the first few hours, however, lack 
of positive news flow erased the gains and 
the market traded on a flat note after midday. 
Later, the bullish momentum built up again 
but weak investor sentiment eroded the gains 
for the second time and the index ended the 
day marginally higher.At close, the benchmark 
KSE-100 index recorded an increase of 20.34 
points, or 0.05%, to settle at 42,047.72 points.
Arif Habib Limited, in its report, stated that the 

market traded range bound after a gradual, yet 
sketchy, increase from 39,500 points till now, 
which resulted in an addition of 2,500 points. 
However, investors still seemed perplexed due 
to rising cases of coronavirus and potential 
negative impact of a lockdown.International 
crude prices remained directionless for want 
of a decision by OPEC+ regarding oil output. 
Resultantly, exploration and production sector 
stocks traded range bound without much ex-
citement.Cement and steel sectors saw cautious 
buying activity, however, selling pressure kept 
price increase in check, the report said.JS Global 
analyst Danish Ladhani said the KSE-100 index 
touched intra-day high and low of +385 and 

-18 points respectively and closed at 42,048, 
up 20 points.“On the economic front, ratings 
agency Fitch has said that Pakistan’s real GDP 
growth for fiscal year 2020-21 will be a meagre 
0.8% and could see further downside amid the 
second wave of Covid-19,” he said. “Moreover, 
Pakistan has reported 3,499 daily Covid cases 
with positivity rate of 8.16%.”A total of 420 
million shares were traded during the day. 
Top contributors to the total volume were TRG 
Pakistan (-1.7%), Maple Leaf Cement (+1%), 
Aisha Steel Mills (+5.8%), Hascol Petroleum 
(-0.1%), Pakistan Refinery (+0.1%) and Unity 
Foods (+0.2%), making a total of 175 million 
shares.

Bureau Report
DUBAI

A top performer on UAE stock markets in re-
cent times has been Bank of Sharjah, which has 
quite a turnaround story to relate. In November, 
the stock rallied by 28 per cent to Dh0.68 from 
Dh0.53.The 52-week high is Dh0.83, which was 
on January 5, while the 52 week low was the 
Dh0.50 on November 4. The Dh1.43 billion mar-

ket capitalised entity did not see any of its shares 
transacted in August, September and October, 
but suddenly saw 8.62 million shares changing 
hands in November.And this is the highest num-
ber of shares transacted in a month in more than 
a year. Well, experienced market participants 
would readily acknowledge that a rising share 
price accompanied by increasing trade volume is 
a good omen. According to the latest financials, 

the bank generates 87 per cent of its revenue 
from the UAE and the rest from outside, mostly 
from Lebanon. The crisis in Lebanon has forced 
the bank to make provisions of Dh809 million 
in the last 12 months. A substantial sum when 
we consider the fact that provisions where only 
Dh100 million in 2017. Bank of Sharjah has al-
ready complied with Banque du Liban’s direc-
tive asking all Lebanese banks to raise equity 
by 20 per cent. The conservative nature of Basel 
regulations requires that future credit losses 
will have to be accounted for.This has resulted 
in the Expected Credit Loss (ECL) figures rising 
sharply. The Beirut explosion of 2020 also forced 
the bank to make higher provisions. The bank 
has also reached an agreement with Lebanese 
regulators to amortize loans over a period of 
five years.Nonetheless, the worst seems to be 
behind the bank. The total risk capital has risen 
to Dh3,407 million, the highest in a year, with 
the total capital ratio at 11.38 per cent. During 
the third quarter, revenues rose 136 per cent 
year-on-year while net profit was at 110 million, 
giving it a net margin of 33.7 per cent.

Bank of Sharjah’s stock is tapping heavy interest

Gold is back 
above $1,800 

Bureaau Report
London

Gold rose to an over one-
week high on Thursday as the 
dollar weakened on hopes of 
coronavirus vaccine roll-outs, 
while investors also weighed 
the possibility of more US 
stimulus. Spot gold rose 0.2 
per cent to $1,835.37 per 
ounce by 04:02am. (US gold 
futures were up 0.5 per cent 
at $1,838.60.)Optimism over a 
US stimulus deal and vaccine 
progress favoured riskier as-
sets and pushed the US dol-
lar to a near two-and-a-half 
year low. Stimulus talks, espe-
cially over a bipartisan agree-
ment, will support gold in the 
short-term as it would weaken 
the US dollar, said Michael 
Langford, executive director at 
corporate advisory and consul-
tancy firm AirGuide. Positivity 
over a COVID-19 vaccine could 
have limited impact on bullion 
going forward as much of that 
optimism is priced in by mar-
kets, he added. Health experts 
in the US welcomed Britain’s 
emergency approval of Pfizer 
Inc’s vaccine, in a sign that 
US regulators may soon fol-
low suit.“The key drivers of 
gold - real interest rates and 
the dollar - are expected to 
remain soft without concrete 
economic progress worldwide 
or an effective vaccine readily 
available to the masses,” Avtar 
Sandu, senior commodities 
manager at Phillip Futures, 
said in a note.

Bureau Report
Dubai

Saudi Arabia’s sovereign wealth fund plans 
to raise as much as $7 billion in loans as it 
seeks cash for new investments. The Public 
Investment Fund has approached interna-
tional banks to participate in the multi-cur-
rency revolving facility of between $5 billion 
and $7 billion.The PIF aims to complete the 
fund raising early next year and use the cash 
for opportunistic investments. The final size 
of the loan will depend on the response from 
banks.The deal would be the third time PIF 
has tapped international banks for funding. 
Its debut loan raised $11 billion in 2018, 
while it repaid a $10 billion bridge loan in 
August, two months ahead of schedule. The 
fund has shifted its focus from being mostly a 
domestic holding company to an international 
investment vehicle. The PIF’s funding strategy 
includes cash or asset transfers from the gov-
ernment, borrowing, and retained earnings 
from its investments. It invested about $8 bil-
lion in US equities in March, taking advantage 
of the slump in global markets. The PIF then 
sold most of them off a few months later as 
the markets rebounded.

Saudi wealth fund to tap $7b loan for new investments

Bureau Report
Bahrain

Motor racing chiefs announced on Thursday the launch 
of an investigation into Romain Grosjean’s fiery Bahrain 
crash, saying the forensic probe would take “around six to 
eight” weeks to complete.The French Formula One driver 
somehow wrenched himself free from his blazing Haas car 
with just burns to his hands and a broken left foot after 
a collision with Daniil Kvyat on the first lap of Sunday’s 
Grand Prix. He left hospital on Wednesday.In the imme-
diate aftermath of the shocking smash there was wide-
spread praise for modern safety measures in the sport, 
but also concern over what F1’s motor sport managing 
director Ross Brawn described as “unpredictable” failures.
The International Automobile Federation (FIA) said it had 
“initiated a detailed analysis of Romain Grosjean’s accident 
at the 2020 Bahrain Grand Prix.”The FIA’s safety director, 
Adam Baker, said: “With so much data available in Formula 
1, it allows us to accurately determine every element of 
what occurred and this work has already begun.“We take 
this research very seriously and will follow a rigorous 
process to find out exactly what happened before propos-
ing potential improvements.”The FIA probe will look at a 
range of factors including Grosjean’s helmet, safety har-
ness, headrest, in-car extinguisher and the Halo cockpit 
protection.The Halo device is widely considered to have 
helped save Grosjean’s life as his car was sliced in two 
after careering into a barrier.“The ‘halo’ saved the day 
and it saved Romain,” Brawn said on Sunday.“There was 
controversy in developing it initially, but there can’t be 
any doubt now, so hats off to those who pushed for the 
introduction.”But he added: “The fire is worrying. The split 
in the barrier is worrying and the barrier coming apart, 
but we can be happy with the safety of the car – that got 
us through today, but things failed in an unpredictable way.

KSE-100 creeps up in lacklustre session

Van Bronckhorst quits CSL

FIA launches probe into fiery 
Grosjean crash at Bahrain 

Shoaib wants Babar to become a ‘man of steel’
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NEW YORK 
World equity benchmarks inched 
higher along with safe haven assets 
such as gold and U.S. Treasury bonds 
on Thursday as hopes for a vaccine-
led economic recovery offset warnings 
the death toll from the coronavirus 
pandemic could spike in the coming 
weeks. Stocks have raced to global re-
cord peaks over the last four weeks, 
pushing the dollar down to 2 1/2 year 
lows, following the announcement of 
three viable vaccines. Britain will be-
gin inoculations next week, while the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
will holding its own advisory com-
mittee meeting next week that could 
determine when treatments are ap-
proved for use in the country. New 
York Governor Andrew Cuomo has 
said the state’s first vaccine deliv-
ery, enough for 170,000 residents, is 
expected on Dec. 15. “Markets have 
pulled forward and bridged the gap 
between where we were pre-vaccine 
and where we are going to be when 
everyone has got the shot,” said Ned 
Rumpeltin, European head of curren-
cy strategy at TD Securities. “It puts 
a floor under the long-term risks, but 

there are plenty of short-term ones 
in the interim that we need to sort 
out,” Rumpeltin said. The head of the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention warned Wednesday that 
the months of December, January, and 
February will be “the most difficult 
time in the public health history of 
this nation.” The mayor of Los Angeles, 
meanwhile, imposed sweeping new 
economic restrictions on Wednesday 
and said that “our City is now close 
to a devastating tipping point.” MS-
CI’s gauge of stocks across the globe 
gained 0.37% following broad gains 
in Asia and mixed trading in Europe. 
In morning trading on Wall Street, the 
Dow Jones Industrial Average rose 
81.79 points, or 0.27%, to 29,965.58, 
the S&P 500 gained 4.27 points, or 
0.12%, to 3,673.28 and the Nasdaq 

Composite added 35.89 points, or 
0.29%, to 12,385.25 Investors contin-
ued to look for signs that a stimulus 
deal could be reached in the U.S. to 
boost the economy until vaccines are 
widely available. The Labor Depart-
ment said Thursday that initial job-
less claims decreased to a seasonally 
adjusted 712,000 for the week ended 
Nov. 28. Economists polled by Reuters 
had forecast 775,000 applications for 
the latest week. Benchmark 10-year 
notes last rose 3/32 in price to yield 
0.936%, from 0.946% late on Wednes-
day. The dollar index fell 0.428%, with 
the euro up 0.38% to $1.2161. “Cur-
rency investors are taking on more 
risk following the latest vaccine break-
throughs,” Morgan Stanley said in a 
note. Oil prices slipped on Thursday as 
producers including Saudi Arabia and 
Russia locked horns over the need to 
extend record production cuts set in 
place in the first wave of the COVID-19 
pandemic. [O/R] U.S. crude fell 0.4% 
to $45.10 per barrel and Brent was 
at $48.13, down 0.25% on the day. 
Spot gold added 0.5% to $1,839.90 
an ounce. U.S. gold futures gained 
0.75% to $1,839.40 an ounce. Reuters

BEIJING   
China on Thursday welcomed 
and appreciated the prelimi-
nary deal reached between the 
Afghan government and Taliban 
representatives in Doha, Qatar, 
to press on with peace talks, 
their first written agreement 
in 19 years. “China welcomes 
and appreciates the agreement 
reached between two sides on 
realizing peace at an early date 
which is the aspiration of Afghan 
people,” Chinese Foreign Min-
istry’s Spokesperson Hua Chu-
nying said during her regular 
briefing held here. She said that 
the country had been in turmoil 
for the so many years and the 
Afghan people deserved a peace-
ful and bright future. “We hope 
the two parties will put national 
interest and people first and go 
with the people’s aspiration and 
meat each other half-way and 
achieve peace on an early date,” 
she added. The spokesperson 
said that the Chinese side would 
continue to work with interna-
tional community and play a 
constructive role for peace and 

stability in Afghanistan. About a 
question regarding China’s plan 
to build a dam on (Brahmapu-
tra) near the Line of Actual Con-
trol (LAC), she informed that the 
hydropower development in the 
lower reaches of Yarlung Zang-
bu River was China’s legitimate 
right. When it came to use and 
development of cross border 
river, China always acted respon-
sibly. “We have a policy featur-
ing development and conser-
vation, and all projects will go 
through science based planning 
and assessment with due con-
sideration for its impact down-
stream and taking into account 
interests of upstream and down-
stream regions,” she added. Hua 

Chunying said that the develop-
ment of lower reaches of Yarlung 
Zangbu was in early stages of 
planning and assessment. There 
was no need to read too much 
into that.  “For a long time Chi-
na, India and Bangladesh have 
had good cooperation in shar-
ing hydrological information, 
flood and disaster reduction 
and contingency management. 
We will continue communica-
tion through existing channels,” 
she added. When asked whether 
China would discuss the future 
course of action with India and 
Bangladesh in the coming time, 
she said that actually, for a long 
time the three countries, China, 
India and Bangladesh had been 
in close communication on shar-
ing hydrological information, 
flood prevention and disaster 
reduction and contingency man-
agement. “Going forward China, 
India, Bangladesh and other con-
cerned countries will continue 
to have good communication. 
There is no need for any anxiety 
on this matter,” she concluded. 
Reuters

Combining local commu-
nity involvement, technol-
ogy, the project develops 

“resilient, sustainable 
communities capable of 

living in dignity”
TEHRAN

A project that combines satellite images, map-
ping technologies and the local knowledge of 
villagers to help build climate-proof settle-
ments in disaster-prone areas of Pakistan won 
an international award on Thursday. More 
than 1 million people have benefited from the 
Aga Khan Agency for Habitat (AKAH) Paki-
stan project, which was a gold prize winner 
at the World Habitat Awards that are organ-
ised with the United Nations housing agency 
(UN-Habitat). AKAH has trained about 50,000 
residents to better protect their villages from 
disasters in the mountainous northern areas 
which are vulnerable to earthquakes, floods 
and environmental degradation, and are home 
to some of the poorest communities. “It’s not 
just responding to the effects of the climate 

emergency, but being proactive in protect-
ing people from its effects, using technology 
and the knowledge of communities,” said Da-
vid Ireland, chief executive of World Habitat, 
a charity. “It provides communities with the 
knowledge of where and how to live in safety 
in a changing world. The potential for this ap-
proach to be adapted and used in similar areas 
in Pakistan and elsewhere is absolutely huge,” 
he said in a statement. Since 1980, more than 
2 million people have been killed by natural 
disasters, according to the World Bank. Wors-
ening climate change impacts threaten to push 
an additional 100 million people into extreme 
poverty within the next decade. Pakistan is 
among the most disaster-prone countries in 
South Asia, according to the World Bank, and 
the remoteness of the northern mountain-
ous areas make response efforts difficult. 
Launched in 2006, the AKAH project includes 
mapping and monitoring hazards using satel-
lite images and drones, and creating disaster 
risk management plans with the involvement 
of local residents. It enables communities to 
build in safer areas, and better prepare for and 
respond to disasters, AKAH said. By combin-
ing local knowledge, community involvement 
and technology, the project develops. VoM

Pakistan Railways’ future planning includes 
connecting Peshawar with Afghanistan via 

railway line
ISLAMABAD

ML-1 Railway-line project will turn Pakistan, particularly 
Peshawar into a global business hub & help open up Central 
Asia, says a report published by China Economic Net (CEN) on 
Thursday. According to the report, experts call ML-1 project a 
“game changer of CPEC” and in future predict that Peshawar 
city in northwestern Pakistan will become a “global business 
hub”  Not only Pakistan, but the countries of Central Asia, 
wherein many are land-locked, will also benefit from it. The 
project is also expected to generate 150,000 jobs in the country. 
Basharat Waheed, the CPEC project head in Pakistan’s Ministry 
of Railways, told CEN, “The entire track from Karachi to Pesha-
war would be upgraded. The worn-out earthworks under the 
existing 150-year-old railway line will be completely uproot-
ed and fresh sleepers and rails would be installed with new 
earthworks with an estimated lifespan of at least 50 years”. He 
said the existing railway line between Shadra Lahore to Pesha-
war was single-track, so it would be doubled. The majority of 
the old bridges under ML-1 from Karachi to Peshawar would 
be reconstructed or renovated. All of the curves between 
Lalamusa Punjab and Karachi would be realigned to allow the 
track to withstand a speed of up to 160km/hour. All 665 cross-
ings over the existing ML-1 would be replaced with flyovers 
or underpasses while both sides of the line would be fenced. 
In transiting the cities, the railway line would be protected via 

concrete walls. “From Peshawar to Karachi, a modern comput-
er-operated signalling system would be installed to minimize 
the risk of accidents,” Basharat Waheed said. He added, “Un-
der the new project, the three different traffic control systems 
would be integrated into a single centralized system in Lahore, 
and for communication, an optical fiber from Karachi to Pe-
shawar would be laid along ML-1”.According to Basharat Wa-
heed, the main objective of ML-1 is to maximize the number of 
freight trains, as goods trains are the main source of income 
for a rail system. He said that the current axle load of 23 tons 
would be increased to 25 tons per axle while “increasing the 
number of freight trains from 4 to 20 is our future target”. Syed 
Irfan Kamal of Dynamic Logistic International (DLI) Pesha-
war believes that ML-1 project will boost business activities 
in the city. Basharat Waheed said, “Basically, economic devel-
opment is linked with freight services. The luxurious jour-
ney of ML-1 will also attract thousands of passengers”. VoM

Pakistan urges int’l community 
to take note of Kashmiris’ 

oppression: FO

LAHORE
Punjab Minister for Industries and Trade Mian 
Aslam Iqbal Thursday said that the goals of indus-
trialisation and investment could be achieved only 
by facilitating business activities. He was presiding 
over a meeting, called to review the performance 
of labour and human resource department here at 
committee room of the Punjab Board of Investment 
& Trade. Punjab Minister for Labour Ansar Majeed 
Khan, Secretary Labour Javed Ahmed Qazi, head of 
the Monitoring Unit Fazeel Abbas, Vice Commis-
sioner PESSI Abid Malhi, DG Labour Department 
and other officers concerned attended the meet-
ing. The provincial minister said that registration of 
all workers was very important for authentic data; 
therefore, special attention could be paid to their 
registration. He said that self-assessment scheme 
would be introduced for the registration of workers 
and for this purpose a meeting would be held with 
the chambers of commerce and industry across the 
province. He said that the mechanism should also be 
prepared for the registration of shop-workers and 
work on Inspector-less-regime should be expedited. 
Mian Aslam Iqbal said that the business process 
was being facilitated by eliminating outdated . VoM

         Pakistan’s joining of the Digital 
Cooperation Organization (DCO) as 

a founding member
iSLAMABAD  

Pakistan on Thursday said as India martyred another 15 
Kashmiris in “unabated state-terrorism” in November, the 
world community and human rights organizations must 
take cognizance of brutal suppression of Kashmiris’ rights in 
utter violation of international laws and conventions. Foreign 
Office spokesperson Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri told reporters 
here at the weekly briefing that India continued with its 
“fake encounters” and staged “cordon-and-search” operations 
which brought critical injuries to 97 Kashmiri youth, while 
31 were arbitrarily detained, and many houses destroyed to 
inflict collective punishment on the Kashmiri communities. He 
said the Kashmiris in IIJOK were continuously being subjected 
to a brutal military siege and inhuman restrictions for an 
unprecedented 486 days since India’s illegal and unilateral 
actions of August 5, 2019. “The cold-blooded murders and 
brutalization of innocent Kashmiris are a clear manifestation 
of the state terrorism to which unarmed Kashmiris have been 
subjected to for the past seven decades,” the spokesperson 
said. “We continue to call upon the international community, 
including the United Nations, the human rights organizations 
and the global media to take cognizance of brutal suppression 
of the Kashmiri people’s rights and freedoms in utter violation 
of international laws and conventions. He said the world 
community must use all tools at its disposal, to hold India 
accountable for its serious crimes against the Kashmiri people. 
He also pointed to the “despicable spike in Indian propaganda” 
against Pakistan following the presentation of incontrovertible 
evidence by Pakistan of India’s active planning, promoting, 
aiding, abetting, financing and execution of terrorist 
activities in Pakistan. “We wish to reiterate our call to the 
international community, particularly the United Nations 
counter-terrorism mechanisms to act on the Pakistani Dossier 
providing irrefutable evidence of Indian state sponsorship of 
terrorism,” he added. The FO Spokesperson condemned the 
recent assassination of Iranian scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh 
in Tehran.  “We extend sincere condolences to the family 
members of Mr. Fakhrizadeh and to the Iranian people,” the 
spokesperson said and added “Pakistan strongly urges all sides 
to exercise maximum restraint and avoid further escalation 
of tensions in the region.” He welcomed the announcement 
regarding the agreement reached on rules and procedures by 
the Afghan parties in Doha and termed it another significant 
step forward The agreement reflects a common resolve of the 
parties to secure a negotiated settlement, he said, terming it 
an important development contributing towards a successful 
outcome of the Intra-Afghan Negotiations. “Pakistan welcomes 
the announcement regarding the agreement reached on rules 
and procedures by the Afghan parties in Doha. This is another 
significant step forward,” he said. VoM

ISLAMABAD   
Pakistan has said India is disturbing stra-
tegic balance in the region through acqui-
sition of arms and military capabilities 
beyond its legitimate needs. At his weekly 
news briefing in Islamabad on Thursday, 
Foreign Office Spokesperson Zahid Hafeez 
said the Indian actions are imperiling 
peace and stability of the region and the 
world community must take notice of it. 
On the other hand, the Spokesperson said 
Pakistan and China relationship is contrib-
uting to the regional peace and stability. 
Highlighting grave human rights situation 
in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, the Spokesperson called upon 
the international community to take cog-
nizance of brutal suppression of the Kash-
miri people’s rights and freedoms in utter 
violation of international laws and conven-
tions. He said the world community must 
use all tools at its disposal to hold India 
accountable for its serious crimes against 
the Kashmiri people. He urged the interna-
tional community, particularly the United 
Nations counter-terrorism mechanisms, 

to act on the Pakistani Dossier providing 
irrefutable evidence of Indian state spon-
sorship of terrorism. The Spokesperson 
condemned the assassination of Iranian 
scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh in Tehran. 
He said Pakistan strongly urges all sides to 
exercise maximum restraint and avoid fur-
ther escalation of tensions in the region. 
Welcoming the recent agreement between 
the Afghan parties on rules and procedures 
for negotiations, Zahid Hafeez Chaudhry 
hoped all the parties will build on it and 
take the process forward towards a peace-
ful settlement which is inclusive and broad 
based. To a question, the spokesperson 
noted with concerns Israeli plans to build 
new settlements in occupied Palestinian 
territories. Terming it illegal and contrary 
to international laws, he said Pakistan 
steadfastly supports the right of self-de-
termination of Palestinian people. He said 
it is imperative to have a two state solution 
in accordance with the UN and OIC reso-
lutions with the pre-1967 borders and Al-
Quds Al Sharif as the capital of Palestinian 
state. To a question, the spokesperson said 

Pakistan and the US enjoy close coopera-
tive relationship. He said we look forward 
to work with the new US administration.  
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
has congratulated all Afghan parties on 
reaching agreement on rules and proce-
dures in Doha. In a tweet today, he said 
this is another welcome step towards a ne-
gotiated settlement. He said Pakistan fully 
supports Intra-Afghan Negotiations for an 
inclusive, broad-based and comprehensive 
political settlement. Pakistan has strongly 
condemned the assassination of Iranian 
scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh in Tehran. In 
a statement today, Foreign Office Spokes-
person Zahid Hafeez Choudhari said that 
Pakistan extends sincere condolences to 
the family members of Fakhrizadeh and 
to the Iranian people. He said that such 
acts not only run contrary to all norms 
of interstate relations and International 
Law but also threaten the peace and sta-
bility of an already fragile region. He said 
Pakistan strongly urges all sides to exer-
cise maximum restraint and avoid further 
escalation of tensions in the region. VoM

Indian coercive actions are imperiling peace and 
stability of the region: FM

Pakistan hails all Afghan parties on reaching agreement on rules and procedures in Doha

China welcomes, appreciates Afghan govt-Taliban peace 
deal in Doha, Qatar

Pakistan project wins award for shielding vil-
lages from natural disasters

ML-1 to turn Pakistan into a global business hub: CEN Facilitating businesses 
would assist in achieve 

goals of industrialization, 
investment: minister

Sino-Pak defense 
cooperation for balance of 

power in South Asia
India is also gradually setting aside 

its traditional principle of non-
alignment, while getting increas-
ingly closer to anti-China forces

BEIJING
The Indian reaction over security and defense coop-
eration between China and Pakistan was obviously 
an over-interpretation of actual situation as it was 
conducive to promoting the rebalance of power 
in South Asia. The security and defense coopera-
tion between China and Pakistan can help enhance 
the confidence of other South Asian countries to 
strengthen their strategic independent capability 
by reinforcing their national defense construction, 
according to an article published by Global Times 
here on Thursday. A Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MOU) to further deepen cooperation between 
the two countries was inked during Chinese De-
fense Minister Wei Fenghe’s visit to Islamabad. It 
soon caught the eyeballs of Indian media, particu-
larly its tabloids. This pack of sensationalists argued 
that the new defense deal was signed by China and 
Pakistan to harm their “common foe – India.” They 
claimed that it “is changing military dynamics in 
South Asia.” This is obviously an over-interpretation 
of the actual situation. Since China and Pakistan are 
all-weather strategic cooperative partners, it is nat-
ural for the two countries to not only keep high-level 
strategic mutual trust, but also deepen their mili-
tary and defense cooperation. Such interactions do 
not necessarily have any connection with consider-
ations regarding India. Due to the pandemic, some 
senior Chinese officials’ foreign visits have had to be 
postponed. It is highly likely that Wei’s Pakistan tour 
was planned long time ago, but only realized until 
now. It is a tour to maintain strategic cooperative 
partnership between Beijing and Islamabad – noth-
ing more, nothing less. It’s hoped politicians and 
pundits in India will not continue to think that Chi-
na-Pakistan ties are aimed at India – and create an-
tagonistic actions from this wrong-headed rhetoric. 
It could backfire from being a fantasy and material-
ize into a reality. That won’t be good news for India. 
The world witnessed huge changes in geopolitics 
this year. More are immediately in the making. India 
is also gradually setting aside its traditional princi-
ple of nonalignment, while getting increasingly clos-
er to anti-China forces, especially the US. For China, 
if cooperation with Pakistan can constitute a certain 
kind of deterrent toward India, it may be considered 
as a good approach to balance regional powers.
But in fact, as the two countries seem to keep 
their high-level defense cooperation. VoM

Global Market
Equities inch higher to new records despite 

fears of pandemic spike




