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Pakistani nation had rendered 
unprecedented and heavy 
sacrifices in war against 

terrorism

Member of the National Assembly 
of Pakistan

Shehryar afridi

Chinese hi-tech, Pakistani cultural 
elements integrated into OLMT: Yuan Jun

UN chief calls for better protection of journalists

The Asian Telegraph

US whistleblower Edward 
Snowden to seek Russian 

citizenship
MOSCOW 

U S  wh i s t l e b l owe r  Edwa rd 
S n o w d e n  w i l l  a p p l y  f o r 
Russian c i t izenship in  addi-
t ion to  his  US cit izenship,  he 
s a i d  o n  M o n d ay.  S n owd e n , 
3 7 ,  f l e d  t h e  U n i te d  S t a te s 
a n d  wa s  g ive n  a s y l u m  i n 
Russia  a f ter  leaking  secret 
f i les  in  2013 that  revealed 
vast  domest ic  and interna-
t i o n a l  s u r ve i l l a n c e  o p e ra -
t ions  carried out  by  the  US 
N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  A g e n c y 
w h e r e  h e  wa s  a  c o n t ra c -
to r.  A f te r  ye a r s  o f  s e p a ra -
t i o n  f ro m  o u r  p a re n t s ,  my 
w i fe  a n d  I  h ave  n o  d e s i re 
t o  b e  s e p a ra t e d  f ro m  o u r 
son.  That ’s  why,  in  this  era 
o f  p a n d e m i c s  a n d  c l o s e d 
borders ,  we’re  applying for 
d u a l  U S - R u s s i a n  c i t i z e n -
ship ,”  he  wrote  on Twitter. 
H i s  l aw ye r  i n  Ru s s i a  s a i d 
l a s t  m o n t h  t h a t  S n o w d e n 
had been granted permanent 
residency r ights .  Reuters

Oil falls on widening lockdowns, US poll uncertainty
Countries across Europe 
reimpose restrictions 

to try to slow Covid-19 
infection rates

Bureau Reporter
SINGAPORE/SYDNEY/LONDON/MOSCOW

Oil prices fell on Monday on 
worries that widening coronavi-
rus lockdowns in Europe would 
weaken fuel demand amid con-
cerns about turbulence around 
this week’s US presidential elec-
tion. Brent crude was down 
$0.97, or 2.6%, to $36.97 a bar-
rel by 0948 GMT and US West 
Texas Intermediate fell $1.04, or 
2.9%, to $34.75. Both contracts 
fell more than $2 earlier in the 
session. Countries across Europe 
have reimposed lockdown meas-
ures to try to slow Covid-19 in-
fection rates that have accelerated 
in the past month. “Near-term 
oil fundamentals will continue 
to deteriorate until the unprec-
edented rise in Covid infections 
is brought under control,” said 
Stephen Brennock of oil broker 
PVM. Global oil trading companies 

expect further demand destruc-
tion, although estimates differ. 
Vitol sees winter demand at 96 
million barrels per day (bpd) 
while Trafigura expects demand 
to fall to 92 million bpd or below. 
A tighter race in the lead up to the 
US election on Tuesday and elec-
toral uncertainty also prompted 
investor caution in global mar-
kets. “The concerns over oil sup-
ply and demand fundamentals ... 
are going to play second fiddle to 
the US presidential election and 
to how risk markets will react to 
the outcome,” BNP Paribas ana-
lyst Harry Tchilinguirian said. Oil 
pared some losses after Japan’s 
export orders grew for the first 
time in two years and China’s 
factory activity rose to a near-

decade high in October. More 
manufacturing surveys are ex-
pected from the euro zone and 
the United States later in the day. 
Sharply rising Libyan production 
also added to pressure on prices. 
Libya’s output currently stands at 
around 800,000 barrels per day 
(bpd), 100,000 more than a few 
days ago, a Libyan source told 
Reuters on Saturday. Meanwhile, 
Organisation of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) oil 
output rose for a fourth month 
in October, a Reuters’ survey 
found. OPEC and allies includ-
ing Russia are cutting output by 
about 7.7 million bpd to support 
prices. The OPEC+ group is sched-
uled to hold a policy meeting on 
November 30 and December 1 
and some analysts expect it to 
delay plans to ramp up output 
by 2 million bpd from January. 
“A resolute and coordinated an-
nouncement and action by OPEC+ 
are what is really needed to pre-
vent any further price slide,” said 
Commerzbank analyst Eugen 
Weinberg. REUTERS

BEIJING
The Orange Line Metro Train 

(OMLT)’s design was a result of the 
cooperation between the Chinese 
and Pakistan companies which in-
tegrated the local architecture and 
cultural elements into the project. 
Viewed from above, the Orange 
Line Metro Train (OLMT) is winding 
through Lahore city like a shinning 
ribbon. “The color of the Orange 
Line was inspired by the national 
flower of Pakistan, frangipani, 
which is lively, vibrant and gives 
people a warm feeling,” Yuan Jun, 
President of NORINCO International 
told China Economic Net (CEN) on 
Monday. Apart from the appearance, 
the design of the No. 13 station also 
absorbs the merits of Pakistan’s fa-
mous Mosques, Yuan added. “The 
Orange Line’s whole design was a 
result of the cooperation between 
the Chinese and Pakistani compa-
nies. Bearing in mind that Lahore 
is a historical city honored with 
rich culture, we take the style of 
local architectures, religions, and 
customs into consideration, hop-
ing that the design could meet the 
requirements for functional use as 

well as improve the urban land-
scape.’  As an early harvest project 
under the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC), the Orange Line 
was constructed by China State 
Railway Group Co., Ltd. and China 
North Industries Corporation and 
was operated by Guangzhou Metro 
Group, NORINCO International 
and Daewoo Pakistan Express Bus 
Service. The Orange Line is the first 
metro line in Pakistan. It covers a 
total of 27 km distance and has 26 
stations including 24 elevated stops 
and two underground stations. The 
opening of Orange Line, now a new 
landmark of the city, has enabled 
Pakistan to have the most advanced 
urban rail transit operating system 
in South Asia. “As the constructor 
of the program, we have adopted 
the most advanced technologies for 
the Orange Line. For example, the 
Communication Based Train Control 
System (CBTC) , which is the most 
superior of its kinds by far, can 
transmit data via wireless network 
and monitor the location of the train 
in real-time, ensuring the security 
and efficiency of operation,” Yuan 
said. Xinhua

Khalilzad calls on COAS 
to discuss Afghan peace 

process
New era of development, pros-
perity started in tribal districts

Islamabad
US Special Representative for Afghanistan 
Reconciliation Ambassador Zalmay Khalil-
zad called on Army Chief General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa in Rawalpindi on Monday. 
Regional security situation, Afghan peace 
process with particular reference to bor-
der management and way forward for last-
ing peace in Afghanistan were discussed 
during the meeting. The visiting dignitary 
appreciated Pakistan’s untiring efforts for 
facilitating the process towards the mutual 
objective of peace in the region. The Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Mahmood 
Khan says a new era of development and 
prosperity has been started in tribal dis-
tricts after their merger in the province. 
Addressing the inaugural ceremony of Ma-
madghat Cadet College in district Mohm-
and on Monday, he said promotion of 
quality education is top priority of the gov-
ernment. Mahmood Khan said the govern-
ment is working on a comprehensive plan 
to enhance literacy rate in the province. He 
said the cadet college will be a milestone 
for the area and will play a key role in na-
tional development. The Chief Minister 
lauded the role of security forces for res-
toration of peace and their efforts for de-
velopment. Earlier, in a statement the Chief 
Minister said that the universal health 
coverage through Sehat Sahulat Cards is a 
big step towards attaining Prime Minister 
Imran Khan’s vision of welfare state on the 
model of Riast e Madina. He said that over 
300 hospitals to be registered for Sehat 
Sahulat programme across the province. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan will formally 
inaugurate Sehat Cards on Friday and will 
also address public gathering in Swat. 

ISLAMABAD
Special Assistant to the Prime Minister 
(SAPM) on Overseas Pakistanis and Human 
Resource Development Syed Zulfikar Ab-
bas Bukhari Monday launched the‘Country 
Homes and Luxury Apartments’ scheme at 
OPF valley Zone V to provide safe, secure and 
lucrative investment opportunities to expatri-
ates in the housing sector. Addressing to the 
launching ceremony here, he said the scheme 
included 200 villas, which would be built in 
four phases for offering accommodation fa-
cilities to the expats at par international stan-
dards. Under the first phase, the Overseas 
Pakistanis Foundation (OPF) had initiated the 
process for constructing 50 villas in the valley 
to ensure early completion of the project in 
transparent manner, he added. The minister 
said a villa was being sold at Rs 27.7 millions, 
with 10 per cent down payment and two years 
installment plan. Zulfikar Bukhari said six 
towers would be built to develop 120 luxury 
apartments in the valley. It would also involve 
10 per cent down payment and three-year in-
stallment plan . He said installment plan was 
developed after thorough deliberation to en-
able the overseas Pakistanis for owning the 
apartments and villas in a hassle-free way. 
The SAPM said two years ago, the develop-
ment work in the valley was at a standstill. 
However, the present government took the 
cognizance of expats’ plight and expedited 
the development work to transfer posses-
sion of plots to the allottees at the earliest. He 

mentioned the OPF agreement with Gulberg 
Greens Housing scheme for construction of 2 
kilometer road to give direct access to the res-
idents to Islamabad Highway. The SAPM said 
the scheme included park, restaurant, com-
mercial plaza, mosques schools and a college. 
All the basic amenities including water, elec-
tricity and gas connections had been ensured 
in the valley. He said the present government 
had retrieved 102 Kanals land from the land 
grabbers recently and handed over its posses-
sion to the allotees. The plots sale and pur-
chase process had been digitalized to ensure 
transparency, he added. Zulfikar Bukhari said 
his government was committed to revive sick 
welfare projects to provide maximum facili-
ties to the expatriates.  VoM

Zulfi launches country homes, luxury apartments 
scheme for expats

UNITED NATIONS
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has 

called for better protection of journalists, 
saying when they are targeted, “socie-
ties as a whole pay a price”. “If we do not 
protect journalists, our ability to remain 
informed and make evidence-based de-
cisions is severely hampered”, the UN 
chief said on Monday, the International 
Day to End Impunity for Crimes against 
Journalists. And when they cannot safely 
do their jobs, “we lose an important de-
fense against the pandemic of misinforma-
tion and disinformation that has spread 
online”, he added. There were at least 21 
attacks on journalists covering protests in 
the first half of 2020 – equal to the num-
ber of such attacks in the whole of 2017, 
Guterres said. As the COVID-19 pandemic 
has highlighted new perils for journalists 
and media workers, the UN chief reiterated 
his call for a “free press that can play its 
essential role in peace, justice, sustainable 
development and human rights”. “Fact-
based news and analysis depend on the 
protection and safety of journalists con-
ducting independent reporting, rooted in 
the fundamental tenet: ‘journalism without 
fear or favour’”, he concluded. In her mes-
sage, Audrey Azoulay, Director-General 
of UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO), maintained that 
through accurate reporting, journalists 
“bring truth to light”. However, she noted 
that for too many “telling the truth comes 
at a price”. hile journalists are in “a unique 
and compelling position” to “speak truth to 
power”, the UNESCO chief observed that 
the two “do not always see eye to eye”. 
Between 2010 and 2019, close to 900 jour-
nalists were killed while doing their job, 
according Ms. Azoulay – more than 150 in 
the last two years alone. Although many 
have lost their lives covering conflicts, far 
more are being killed for investigating is-
sues such as corruption, trafficking, politi-
cal wrongdoing, human rights violations 
and environmental issues. And death is 
not the only risk journalists are facing, it 
was pointed out. “Attacks on the press can 
take the form of threats, kidnappings, ar-
rests, imprisonments or offline and online 
harassment with women being targeted 
in particular”, the UNESCO chief elabo-
rated. Even though the 2019 death toll for 

journalists was the lowest in a decade, the 
UN official pointed out that wider attacks 
are continuing “at an alarming rate”. She 
noted that in seven-out-of-eight killings, 
the perpetrators go unpunished, and as-
serted: “We can and should do more”. 
“Journalists are essential in preserving 
the fundamental right to freedom of ex-
pression, guaranteed by Article 19 of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights”, 
she explained. “When journalists are at-
tacked with impunity, there is a break-
down in security and judicial systems for 
all”. UNESCO commemorates the day an-
nually on 2nd November to raise aware-
ness and highlight some of the specific 
risks that journalists face in their quest to 
uncover the truth. “On this day, I call on…
all Member States and international and 
non-governmental organizations to join 
forces to guarantee the safety of journalists 
and root out impunity”, said the UNESCO 
chief. “Only by investigating and prosecut-
ing crimes against media professionals 
can we guarantee access to information 
and freedom of expression”. UNESCO also 
marked the day by releasing the brochure 
‘Protect Journalists, Protect the Truth.’ 
Among other elements, it revealed that 
most journalists were killed in countries 
with no armed conflict. App

ISLAMABAD
Prime Minister Imran Khan has said end-
ing class based segregation in the education 
sector is top priority of the government. 
Chairing a meeting regarding uniform na-
tional curriculum in Islamabad, he said uni-
form education system is not only the need 
of modern times, but also a fundamental 
right of every child. He said the new gen-
eration should be fully aware of the life and 
Sunnah of the Khatim-un-Nabiyyin Hazrat 
Muhammad [Sallallah-o-Alai-he-Wa Alihi 
Wassalim] as he is the real role model and 
His Sunnah is beacon of light for us. The 
Prime Minister said the national education 
policy will improve the education standard 
and provide equal opportunities to em-
power all segments of the society. He said 
success of this system is based on selection 
of teaching staff and its capacity building. 

He said the new policy will enable people 
to get quality education. He said uniform 
education system will set a precedent to 
be followed for regional countries.  Min-
ister for Federal Education Shafqat Mah-
mood briefed the meeting that introducing 
uniform syllabus at the national level is 
aimed at highlighting analytical and cre-
ative capabilities of the students. He said 
besides imparting curricular education 
and highlighting Pakistani nationalism, 
this system will instill golden principles of 
truthfulness, honesty, tolerance, respect, 
mutual harmony, awareness about climate 
change, democracy, human rights, sustain-
able development and personal protection 
amongst students. He said special focus 
has been made on character building of 
the students in the uniform education sys-
tem.  The meeting was informed that this 

syllabus has been formulated, while keep-
ing sustainable development goals in view, 
and this will be applicable in all private 
and government schools as well as Islamic 
seminaries, across Pakistan. It was told that 
Islamic Studies will be taught as a separate 
subject from Grade 1 to Grade 12 to pro-
mote Islamic teachings. A separate subject 
under the name of Religious Education will 
be introduced for students belonging to 
minority community, which will be offered 
from Class 1. The meeting was apprised 
that the prime objective of the uniform syl-
labus is providing education to the students 
as per need of the modern time and con-
sultation process with all stakeholders has 
been completed in this regard. The Prime 
Minister was also briefed about Federal Di-
rectorate of Education and upgradation of 
educational institutions in Islamabad. VoM

Economic potential and priorities 
Govt prioritises Uniform Education System to provide equal opportunities for all: PM

PM says There is missing link between incentives and efficiency, output, job creation

Qadri expresses 
gratitude to MPH for 
capacity building of 

public hospitals
Qadri inaugurates Jamia 

Mosque at NPC
ISLAMABAD

Minister for Religious Affairs and Interfaith Har-
mony Sahibzada Noor-ul-Haq Qadri on Monday 
inaugurated a new Jamia mosque here at Na-
tional Press Club. The mosque having capacity to 
accommodate over 150 persons to offer prayers 
in serene atmosphere, has been constructed by 
the donation of a Saudi philanthropist women 
Umme Muhammad Al Hussaini and the proj-
ect has been completed in collaboration with 
Abar Foundation, a Saudi Non Governmental 
Organisation (NGO). The mosque completed 
in a period of six month where Friday prayers 
would be offered at 1 pm.Speaking on the oc-
casion, the minister thanked the Saudi women 
and Abar Foundation for gifting the mosque to 
National Press Club. Muslims had constructed 
mosques first after settling in any area. He also 
urged the countrymen to shun sectarianism.  He 
criticized the French government for patronizing 
blasphemous caricatures. There must be limits 
of freedom of press. Such kind of desecration 
can’t be tolerated. He said government wanted 
to start a campaign against the desecration of 
holy personalities in collaboration with lawyers, 
civil society and journalist organization. Federal 
Minister for Religious Affairs Noor ul Haq Qadri 
Monday visited Civil Hospital Jamrud in merged 
district of Khyber and expressed gratitude to 
‘Muslim Hands Pakistan’ (MPH) for providing 
medical equipment to the hospital for capac-
ity building. Addressing the handing over cer-
emony of the equipment provided by the Muslim 
Hands Pakistan to the hospital administration, 
the minister thanked Syed Javed Gilani of MHP 
for providing medical equipment for capac-
ity building of the hospital and hoped that such 
the generosity would continue in future. VoM
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The US Elections

Donald Trump and Joe Biden all set for the race of the 
next American president. In early polls, American pres-
idential elections witnessing the highest voter turnout, 
depicting the greater interest of indigenous masses in 
the electoral process. Amid the global pandemic Covid-
19, there is the sharp political delineation and even the 

wearing mask has emerged as a partisan issue in the US. According 
to Michael Mcdonald- a professor at the University of Florida pre-
dicted around 150 million expected voters turn out in the ongoing 
elections. With these stats, this may become a high percentage of 
American voters turn out since the year 1908. In early polls, on 
Sunday the voting turn was already higher by two-third as com-
pare to the presidential election of the year 2016. Both candidates 
are traveling across different states for the final round of election 
campaigns. According to fresh updates, Joe Baden has managed to 
maintain a healthy lead over Donald Trump who sought to secure a 
second term in the current Presidential race. The majority of voters 
decides the fate of the US democracy on the major domestic and 
international issues. Amongst all, the Covid-19 policies have been 
the vertex point of voters’ support. Apart from this, economic issues, 
healthcare, and racial discrimination also key domestic concerns 
that goingto impact the current polls. No matters who wins, the 
upcoming president would face heinous challenges on the domestic 
and international front.

Gilgit-Baltistan Provisional 
Provincial Status

On the 73rdGilgit-Baltistan Independence day, Prime 
Minister Imran Khan announced the much-awaited pro-
visional provincial status. The announcement paved the 
path to fulfill the longstanding demand of the people 
of this region. The decision was heap phrased by indig-
enous masses. The ruling government in federal vowed 

to ensure the equal social, economic, and constitutional rights of the 
people of Gilgit and Baltistan. It is pertinent to mention that the GB 
elections assembly is also going to be held on the 15th of November 
in its 24 constituencies. Before this, in the year 2019, the Supreme 
Court of Pakistan issued an order that grants basic rights to the 
indigenous masses of GB and also signposted to extend the judicial 
power jurisdiction to that region. A new democratic government after 
the elections and its representation in both upper and lower houses 
at the federal level would raise the impetus of provisioning equal 
provincial rights. With the strong constitutional presentation, the 
region would better serve the progressive development and regional 
prosperity. Given the potential that it offers to the tourism industry 
of the country, Gilgit Baltistan is an emerging tourism destination for 
local and international tourists. Likewise, it also holds key signifi-
cance vis-a-vis full accomplishments of CPEC regional endeavors. In 
the geostrategic aspect, the geographical proximity with China would 
robust the contours of regional economic growth. Thus, the recent 
decision by the federal government is a masterstroke in consolidating 
the key imperative of national strength and progress.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Gwadar Port:Potentiol Hub of the BRI

A country’s potential gets enhanced 
by having pivotal geographical ac-
cess to the other key regions. This 
access can be through maritime 
routes and/or territorial linkages. 
Pakistan is blessed to have such a 

geographical position in South Asia with a natu-
ral ingress from the maritime commercial routes 
to the land routes giving it unique geographical 
supremacy over other countries of South Asia 
by and large. The development of the maritime 
domain does not only affect the socio-economic 
conditions of that area but also connects the 
coast and its hinterlands. Gwadar port is situ-
ated at the mouth of the Persian Gulf, Strait of 
Hormuz, and the world’s two-third oil reserves. 
The port holds greater strategic and economic 
significance for Pakistan. Located at the cross-
roads of international SLOCs, shipping lines, and 
oil trade routes; it is the third important natural 
deep-sea port of Pakistan after Karachi and Bin 
Qassim. Gwadar port has the potential to act 
as a “Hub port for Pakistan”. Hub port collects 
numerous trade routes at a single concentrated 
point and distributes the trade volume to their 
destinations. The most important requirement 

of a transshipment hub is its strategic position. 
The transshipment hub should have a location 
that it can reduce the steaming time for ships, 
should be close to the trunk routes which can 
minimize the deviation time, should allow short-
est trunk-haul transit time, should be capable of 
the use of fastest feeder services for surety of 
door-to-door movements for various spots and 
should be time and cost-competitive with alter-
native direct shipping. Some additional qualities 
which can attract the users are, adoption of ad-
vanced IT technologies, 24 hours service, facili-
ties of all supporting activities, and availability 
of all services required by customers. Besides, it 
must be cost-friendly and should provide some 
savings to them who want to choose it for their 
businesses.The significance of the geography of 
Pakistan was perfectly highlighted in June 2006 
by the former President Pervaiz Musharraf, that 
‘Pakistan provides the natural link between 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) 
states to connect the Eurasian heartland with the 
Arabian Sea and South Asia…We offer the critical 
overland routes and connectivity for mutually 
beneficial trade and energy transactions intrare-
gional and inter regionally’.Good infrastructure 
is another element in the success of a hub port. 
Under the Chinese Belt-Road Initiative (BRI), 
Pakistan and China worked intensively to up-
grade and develop Gwadar port for smooth and 
intensive trading and shipment for all the con-
necting regions. Under the umbrella of the CPEC, 
Pakistan, and China are engaged to build inter-
nal infrastructure in Pakistan through highways, 
railways, and airports. The main infrastructure 

projects which will connect Gwadar to multiple 
regions are Karakorum Highway, Karachi-Lahore 
Highway, Motorways, East Bay Expressway, and 
Gwadar international airport. This huge invest-
ment plan if executed well is likely to transform 
Pakistan into regional trade and industrial hub. 
This internal infrastructure will also connect 
different regions across the world helping to 
improve economic interdependence, develop-
mental growth, and likely to create political sta-
bility for the respective regions. Inaugurated on 
March 15, 2008, Gwadar is a hub for regional 
trade connectivity for commercial traffic be-
tween the major resourceful regions including; 
Central Asia, Middle East, Persian Gulf, South 
East Asia, Afghanistan to Europe. It is to become 
a mega energy transportation route such as Oil & 
Gas for rich natural resource countries. The most 
well-known mega energy projects TAPI & IPI and 
now proposed Trans-Afghanistan Pipeline (TAP/
TAPI) will become the convenient transporta-
tion way for Caspian Sea gas into South Asia and 
Central Asia. To enhance further connectivity 
among regions, the construction of rail linkages 
is also a part of this project. Besides connectivity, 

Jeannie Leaves ‘Dancing With the Stars’ Following Hospitalization
BEVERLY HILLS

TV host Jeannie Mai is leaving “Dancing 
With the Stars” after being hospitalized and 
diagnosed with epiglottis, a potentially life-
threatening condition that occurs when the 
tissue protecting the windpipe becomes 
inflamed.“It saddens me that I will not be able 
to continue with the competition on DWTS. 
My doctors discovered a health concern with 
my throat which requires immediate atten-
tion and surgery,” Mai said in a statement 
provided to TheWrap. “I am heartbroken that 
my DWTS journey has to end here. The last 
several weeks have been an amazing learning 
experience. I have pushed myself to new limits 
physically and mentally, and I am so proud of 
how far we’ve come. I can’t thank my partner 
Brandon enough for being so supportive and 
believing in me. I also want to thank MAI fans 
who voted every week and I wish everyone 
else in the competition the best of luck!”Mai, 
who was partnered with dancing pro Brandon 
Armstrong, first shared news of her diagno-
sis and “Dancing” exit with ABC’s “GMA” on 
Monday. ”Jeannie has inspired us, along with 
millions of fans, with her energy and dedica-
tion. We wish her a full and speedy recovery,” 
ABC and “DWTS” production company BBC 
Studios said in a joint statement provided 
to TheWrap. “Since Jeannie had to withdraw 
from the competition, tonight’s show will fea-
ture the eight remaining couples and a sin-
gle elimination.”Monday’s “Dancing With the 

Stars” episode was originally supposed to be 
a double elimination.“Guys, we are devastated 
by the news that we’re going to have to cut 
this season short, but Jeannie’s health does 

come first,” Armstrong said. “Thank you to all 
the fans that have helped to get us this far, 
and we are praying for a speedy recovery from 
Jeannie.”

Large, Deep Antarctic Ozone Hole Persisting 
into November

FLORIDA
Persistent cold temperatures and strong 

circumpolar winds, also known as the 
polar vortex, supported the formation of a 
large and deep Antarctic ozone hole that 
should persist into November, NOAA and 
NASA scientists reported today.The annual 
Antarctic ozone hole reached its peak size 
at about 9.6 million square miles (24.8 mil-
lion square kilometers), roughly three times 
the area of the continental United States, on 
Sept. 20. Observations revealed the nearly 
complete elimination of ozone in a 4-mile-
high column of the stratosphere over the 
South Pole. The year 2020 will go down as 
having the 12th largest ozone hole by area 
in 40 years of satellite records, with the 
14th lowest amount of ozone in 33 years of 
balloon-borne instrumental measurements, 
the scientists said. Ongoing declines in lev-
els of ozone-depleting chemicals controlled 
by the Montreal Protocol prevented the 
hole from being as large as it would have 
been under the same weather conditions 
decades ago.“From the year 2000 peak, 
Antarctic stratosphere chlorine and bro-
mine levels have fallen about 16% towards 
the natural level,” said Paul A. Newman, 
chief scientist for Earth Sciences at NASA’s 
Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, 

Maryland. “We have a long way to go, but 
that improvement made a big difference 
this year. The hole would have been about 
a million square miles larger if there was 
still as much chlorine in the stratosphere 
as there was in 2000.” Ozone is composed 
of three oxygen atoms and is highly reactive 
with other chemicals. In the stratosphere, 
roughly 7 to 25 miles above Earth’s surface, 
the ozone layer acts like sunscreen, shield-
ing the planet from ultraviolet radiation 
that can cause skin cancer and cataracts, 
suppress immune systems and damage 
plants and sensitive plankton at the base 
of the global food chain. By contrast, ozone 
that forms closer to Earth’s surface through 
photochemical reactions between the sun 
and pollution from vehicle emissions and 
other sources, forms harmful smog in the 
lower atmosphere.

Islamabad
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

(UNODC), under the framework of the Global Action 
to Prevent and Address Trafficking in Persons and 
the Smuggling of Migrants in Asia and the Middle 
East (GLO.ACT – Asia and the Middle East), is or-
ganizing from 2 to 6 November 2020 a special 
training for 25 female law enforcement officers 
on investigative techniques related to Trafficking 
in Persons (TIP) and the Smuggling of Migrants 
(SOM) at the Ramada Hotel Islamabad, Pakistan. 
GLO.ACT-Asia and the Middle East is a four year joint 
initiative by the European Union (EU) and UNODC 
implemented in partnership with the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) in four countries in 
the region of Asia and Middle East, including Pakistan. 
The project reaffirms that combating human traf-
ficking and migrant smuggling is of the highest 
importance for the EU and the United Nations as a 
whole.Welcoming the participants, Jeremy Milsom, 
Representative, UNODC Pakistan said “As a woman 
who is raising a family while pursuing a career you 
face the challenge of doing two full-time jobs at once. 

Yet your positions as law enforcement officers place 
additional burdens on you at work and at home, re-
quiring you to intervene, console, and protect other 
families while also maintaining peace within your 
community. We deeply admire the dedication, skills 
and enthusiasm you bring to both these tasks.” 
Wajid Zia, Director General FIA, in his opeining re-
marks, while thanking UNODC and EU said“ The 
presence of all these women law enfrocememet of-
ficers here is evidence of a strong partnership and 
a shared recognition in the indisputable correlation 
between women’s empowerment and global peace.” 
He further added that “during the past few years, 
our joint efforts have resulted in several accomplish-
ments. These include the development of Pakistan’s 
National Action Plan to Combat Human Trafficking 
and Migrant Smuggling (2015-2020), the enactment 
of TIP and SOM Laws in June 2018. These efforts 
show our strong commitment to address problems 
related to human trafficking and migrant smuggling.” 
Highlighting the importance of women’s role in 
policing, Androulla Kaminara, Ambassador of the 
European Union to the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 

said, “There are many benefits when women are bet-
ter represented in law enforcement. In gender-based 
forms of violence, such as trafficking in persons, the 
security needs of men and women differ.  Women 
bring skills that strengthen and improve the police 
force - and are less likely to resort to force. Women 
police officers are able to connect with communi-
ties on a different level- and their presence can 
help improve internal team dynamics. I hope to 
see more women represented in law enforcement 
to make justice more accessible to a broader spec-
trum of society” 7 female officers from the Federal 
Investigation Agecny (FIA) and 8 female police offic-
ers of the Punjab police will participate in the train-
ing. Upon conclusion of the training the participants 
will understand the differences and connections 
between TIP and SOM, and will have gained a de-
monstrable understanding of both, international and 
national legal frameworks, concerning those crimes. 
Participants will also understand how human traf-
ficking and migrant smuggling intersect with other 
crimes, and how other articles of law can be relevant 
in such cases.VoM

Training for Women Law Enforcement Officers on Investigative Techniques related to Trafficking

November 03 1903

With the support of the U.S. 
government, Panama issues a 
declaration of independence 
from Colombia. The revolu-
tion was engineered by a 
Panamanian faction backed 

by the Panama Canal Company, a French-U.S. 
corporation that hoped to connect the Atlantic 
and Pacific oceans with a waterway across the 
Isthmus of Panama.In 1903, the Hay-Herrán 
Treaty was signed with Colombia, granting the 
United States use of the Isthmus of Panama in 
exchange for financial compensation. The U.S. 
Senate ratified the treaty, but the Colombian 
Senate, fearing a loss of sovereignty, refused. In 
response, President Theodore Roosevelt gave 
tacit approval to a rebellion by Panamanian na-
tionalists, which began on November 3, 1903. 
To aid the rebels, the U.S.-administered rail-
road in Panama removed its trains from the 
northern terminus of Colón, thus stranding 
Colombian troops sent to crush the insurrection. 
Other Colombian forces were discouraged from 
marching on Panama by the arrival of the U.S. 
warship Nashville.On November 6, the United 

States recognized the Republic of Panama, and 
on November 18 the Hay-Bunau-Varilla Treaty 
was signed with Panama, granting the United 
States exclusive and permanent possession of 
the Panama Canal Zone. In exchange, Panama 
received $10 million and an annuity of $250,000 

beginning nine years later. The treaty was ne-
gotiated by U.S. Secretary of State John Hay and 
the owner of the Panama Canal Company. Almost 
immediately, the treaty was condemned by many 
Panamanians as an infringement on their coun-
try’s new national sovereignty.

Panama declares independence from Colombia

Aliya Naseer

The writer is a Lecturer in the Department of 
Peace and Conflict Studies at National University 

of Modern Languages, Islamabad, Pakistan
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Johnny loses case 
against Sun

 

LONDON
PThe Hollywood actor Johnny Depp has lost his 
high-stakes libel action in the London courts 
against the Sun after the newspaper described 
him as a “wife beater”.The court refused to award 
the Pirates of the Caribbean star compensation for 
damage to his reputation at the end of one of the 
most widely followed libel trials of the century. 
The long-awaited decision by the judge, Mr Justice 
Nicol, was published online at 10am on Monday 
more than three months after the high court hear-
ing finished in late July.Depp, 57, had sued the 
Sun’s publisher, News Group Newspapers (NGN), 
and its executive editor, Dan Wootton, over an ar-
ticle published in the Sun that originally carried 
the headline “Gone Potty: How can JK Rowling be 
‘genuinely happy’ casting wife beater Johnny Depp 
in the new Fantastic Beasts film?” News Group 
Newspapers relied on a defence of truth to the 
claim. The burden of proof was on the Sun to 
demonstrate that the story was substantially ac-
curate on the balance of probabilities. During the 
hearing, Depp was asked about his rock’n’roll life-
style, drug-taking, his attitudes towards women 
and friendships with other performers such as 
the Rolling Stones guitarist Keith Richards, the 
musician Sir Elton John and the writer Hunter S 
Thompson.Vom

Harry ,Meghan ‘unlikely’ to 
spend Christmas in the UK

NEW YORK
Prince Harry and Meghan, Duchess of Sussex, are 
“unlikely” to return to the UK for Christmas this 
year.The royal couple currently live in California 
after stepping back as senior members of the royal 
family earlier this year, and it has now been re-
ported they and their 17-month-old son Archie 
won’t be travelling back to the UK to spend time 
with Harry’s family over the festive period next 
month. A spokesman for the couple told The 
Sunday Times newspaper: “It is unlikely the Duke 
and Duchess will be traveling before the end of the 
year. There are no plans to travel at the moment, 
but any travel plans will be kept under review.”The 
decision to stay in the US for Christmas means 
Queen Elizabeth II, 94, and her husband Prince 
Philip, 99, won’t be able to see their grandson 
Harry, or their great-grandson Archie, on the an-
nual holiday.Harry and Meghan’s travel plans have 
likely been interrupted by the coronavirus pan-
demic, and although the health crisis has meant 
they’ve been unable to leave their Montecito home, 
Duchess Meghan recently said she’s been enjoying 
the extra time she’s had with her son.VoM

Madeleine incredible Catwoman 
makeover in new photo

LONDON
Princess Madeleine of Sweden ensured her three 
children celebrated Halloween in style – but it was 
her own costume that really wowed us.GALLERY: 
14 times royal mums stylishly twinned with their 
daughtersThe Swedish royal took to Instagram to 
share a sweet snap of her family standing on their 
doorstep, all dressed in very impressive costumes.
Prince Nicolas, five, sported green hair and a striped 
brown outfit, Princess Leonor, six, had purple hair 
that matched her dress and Princess Adrienne, 
two, looked adorable in a blue princess gown.
Madeleine’s own outfit of choice was a black dress 
featuring capped sleeves, layered underneath a 
matching cape. To finish off her Catwoman trans-
formation, she wore a sequined mask complete with 
small pointy ears. Loading the player.“This weekend 
we wished everyone a Happy and Safe Halloween!” 
she captioned the family photo. Fans were quick to 
share their thoughts, with one writing: “Beautiful 
family! Happy Halloween.” A second remarked: 
“Awww you all look so amazing,” and a third added: 
“What a gorgeous photo.” The royal children all ap-
peared to be holding small material bags, so perhaps 
their mum had organised a small trick or treat for 
them – taking into account COVID-19 restrictions, 

Bureau Reuter
LONDON

British doubles player Joe Salisbury 
has been forced to withdraw from 
the Paris Masters after “sustained 
close contact” with someone who 
has tested positive for Covid-19.

Salisbury, who has not tested posi-
tive,  is  asymptomatic and now 
self-isolating.The 28-year-old and 
American Rajeev Ram - the world’s 
leading men’s doubles team - have 
been replaced in the draw.They 
won the Australian Open title to-

gether in January and have quali-
fied for November’s ATP Finals in 
London.The tournament in Paris 
is the final Masters event - the 
top tier of men’s events below the 
Grand Slams - of the fragmented 
ATP season.Sal isbury ’s  fe l low 
Britons Jamie Murray and Neal 
Skupski are playing in the French 
capital as they look to clinch their 
spot at the ATP Finals, which start 
at the O2 Arena on 15 November.In 
the singles, British number one Dan 
Evans faces Swiss three-time Grand 
Slam champion Stan Wawrinka on 
Tuesday in his first-round match.
Meanwhile, Spanish world number 
two Rafael Nadal bids for a 1,000th 
career match win when he plays 
compatriot and friend Feliciano 
Lopez.“I am incredibly happy here, 
still I have the desire to do well and 
this is the most important thing.”

Staff Report
Islamabad

Former ICC umpire Khizer Hayat said on 
Monday that he was very pleased to see 
the milestone achieved by Aleem Dar on 
achieving world record of officiating most 
number of one day matches by any cricket 
umpire.Aleem Dar by standing as umpire 
in the ODI match between Pakistan and 
Zimbabwe has set a record of officiating 
210 matches.Dar was awarded a special 
memento for his 210th appearance as 
an umpire for an one-day international 
(ODI) cricket match when he turned up 
for the second ODI between the green 
shirts and Zimbabwe.Aleem Dar’s 210th 
appearance set the record of him super-
vising the highest number of ODI matches 
in the world. With a new feather in his 
cap, he beat the 209-match feat held by 
South African Rudi Koertzen.Khizer said 
that Aleem Dar is a great inspiration for 
young umpires and he has brighten the 

name of country. “I wish him further suc-
cess in his future.Before the second ODI 
between Pakistan and Zimbabwe started, 
Aleem Dar was seen excitedly clutching 
his souvenir following a brief ceremony 
at the Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium.Last 
year, Aleem Dar set the record of super-

vising the most Test matches when he 
stood in his 129th Test — played between 
Australia and New Zealand in December.
Born on June 6, 1968, in Jhang, Aleem 
Dar is a member of the Elite Panel of ICC 
Umpires. He had also played first-class 
cricket before becoming an umpire.

Benchmark index falls 775.82 points 

to settle at 39,112.18
Bureau Report

KARACHI
Bears maintained a firm grip on the Pakistan 

Stock Exchange (PSX) on Monday as the bench-
mark index tanked nearly 2% amid fears over 
outcome of the second wave of the Covid pan-
demic.Investors reacted with panic to the surg-
ing coronavirus cases, opting to offload shares 
on fears of imposition of another lockdown in 
Pakistan.The KSE-100 index plummeted from 
the moment trading began and dived over 1,000 
points to fall below the 39,000-mark. However, 
some buying activity in the later hours helped 
the index recover some lost ground, though it 
still finished deep in red. Weak investor senti-
ment restricted the index from entering posi-
tive territory.The dip in global equity and oil 
markets also hampered progress at the Pakistan 
stock market. Investors worried that a lock-
down in Europe would weaken fuel demand. 
Moreover, the upcoming US elections, due 
November 3, also added to investor woes as the 
uncertainty impacted trading at the bourse.At 
close, the benchmark KSE-100 index recorded 
a decrease of 775.82 points, or 1.94%, to set-
tle at 39,112.18 points.BMA Capital Executive 
Director Saad Hashemy told The Express 

Tribune, “The market remained under pressure 
on Monday and last week due to rising Covid-
19 cases both locally and globally.”“Fears of an-
other lockdown that would result in economic 
slowdown dented investors’ sentiment,” he 
added.The analyst stated that reduction in inter-
national oil prices also led to depressed senti-
ments in oil stocks.Pakistan Kuwait Investment 
Company Head of Research and Development 
Samiullah Tariq told The Express Tribune that 
the market performance remained subdued on 
the back of soaring Covid-19 cases.“Investors 
fear that taking cue from other countries a 
lockdown will be imposed in Pakistan as well, 

which will dent process of recovery,” he main-
tained. “Even if a smart lockdown is imposed 
it will dent the economic recovery.”“Moreover, 
international markets particularly oil, which 
was down, lent support to the already sink-
ing index.”Overall, trading volumes plunged to 
322.3 million shares compared with Thursday’s 
tally of 541.8 million. The value of shares traded 
during the day was Rs12 billion.Shares of 396 
companies were traded. At the end of the day, 
87 stocks closed higher, 294 declined and 15 
remained unchanged.Hascol Petroleum was the 
volume leader with 32.4 million shares, losing 
Rs1.07 to close at Rs13.82. 

Bureau Report
CAIRO

Banking sources revealed that Emirates 
NBD, listed on the Dubai Financial Market, is 
in talks with Lebanese Blom Bank management 
to make an offer to buy its unit in Egypt.The 
Bahraini Arab Banking Corporation is compet-
ing for the acquisition of Blom Egypt and is con-
ducting due diligence work on the deal, which 
is expected to end in mid-November.Reports 
said that NBD estimates the value of Blom Bank 
Egypt at about 6.5 to 7 billion Egyptian pounds 
($413 to $444 million), about one-and-a-half 
times the total ownership rights in the bank.
ABC Bahrain began the due diligence proce-
dures in late September.Gov. of the Central 
Bank Tarek Amer said in previous statements 
that the Central Bank is fully committed to the 
rights of merged banks employees, including 
employees of the Lebanese Blom Bank in Egypt, 
and that the matter is the original responsibility 
of the Central Bank.His comments came after a 
number of Blom Bank Egypt employees submit-
ted a request to preserve their rights after the 

completion of the sale process, which is likely 
to result in the merger of Blom Egypt with the 
bank of the buying party.Lebanese Blom Bank, 
the main owner of Blom Bank Egypt, said that a 
request has been submitted to the Central Bank 
of Egypt to obtain the necessary approvals.The 
Lebanese Blom Group needs about $240 mil-
lion to increase its capital to comply with the 
instructions of the Lebanese government. This 
prompted the bank to announce the sale of its 
units in Egypt, which represent 46 percent of 
the group’s total profits.Lebanese banks are 
seeking to boost their finances at a time when 
the country faces its worst financial crisis since 
the civil war.Blom Bank Egypt is affiliated with 

the Blom Bank Group and began operating in 
Egypt in 2005. It has about 41 branches, and its 
paid-up capital amounts to 2 billion Egyptian 
pounds, according to its website.Sources said 
that the UAE bank is looking to strengthen its 
presence in the Egyptian banking sector, which 
it already operates in through Emirates NBD 
Egypt (formerly BNP Paribas).Blom Bank, one 
of Lebanon’s largest banks, confirmed that it 
is studying strategic options, including selling 
its stake in Blom Bank Egypt due to adverse 
business conditions in Beirut, and to abide by 
the decisions of the Central Bank of Lebanon 
to increase the capital.In a press release, the 
bank added that a request was submitted to 
the Central Bank of Egypt to obtain necessary 
approvals, and the Central Bank of Egypt has 
agreed to start the process of due diligence 
examination.Sources said the deal will likely 
be complete within weeks, adding that there 
are several advisers available, including inter-
national bank HSBC and CI Capital holding for 
financial advice, and the Baker McKenzie Fund 
for legal advice.

Emirates NBD makes bid for sale of Blom Egypt

First Abu Dhabi 
Bank to launch pay-

ments subsidiary
Bureaau Report

Dubai
The UAE’s largest bank, FAB, will 

set up a new subsidiary to handle 
all of its cards and payments busi-
ness and to expand that into the 
region. This move follows recent 
regulatory approval from the UAE 
Central Bank, and the entity is to go 
live early 2021.“The carve out is de-
signed to unlock the growth potential 
from new geographies and customer 
segments, accelerating FAB’s digital 
transformation,” the Abu Dhabi bank 
said in a statement.“A fully-owned 
subsidiary will open up the full po-
tential of FAB’s payment business and 
commercialise our processing offer-
ing at scale, across a broad range of 
customers and partners,” said André 
Sayegh, Group CEO. “In addition to 
our involvement in the new digital 
bank being created by ADQ, this move 
represents another significant long-
term strategic opportunity for FAB.” 
The subsidiary will help government, 
merchant and institutional clients 
“grow core businesses” by provid-
ing customised payment solutions. It 
will focus on direct acquiring, issuer 
processing and acquiring process-
ing. “FAB is recognised as the fastest 
growing payment service provider in 
the UAE and a significant enabler of 
the region’s digital economy,” the CEO 
added. “As the payments industry 
continues to move at a rapid pace, our 
ambition is to remain at the forefront, 
creating opportunities to collaborate 
with the right FinTechs and strate-
gic partners to drive the payments 
ecosystem.

Bureau Report
DUBAI

Oman expects to introduce an income tax 
on high earners in 2022, the finance ministry 
said in a 2020-2024 economic plan, new de-
tails of which were published late on Sunday, 
as the Gulf state seeks to restore finances bat-
tered by low oil prices.The plan aims to bring 
Oman’s fiscal deficit down to 1.7 percent of 
gross domestic product by 2024, from a pre-
liminary deficit of 15.8 percent this year.It also 
has a target of increasing non-oil revenues to 
35 percent of total government revenue by 
2024, from 28 percent this year.None of the 
seven Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states, 
all oil producers, currently collect income tax 
from individuals.Oman’s Sultan Haitham, who 
took power in January, last month approved 
the medium-term fiscal plan to make govern-
ment finances sustainable as the coronavirus 
crisis and low oil prices strain state coffers.
Some details of the plan emerged in a bond 
prospectus last month but without a date for 
the introduction of income tax. Revenues from 
it would be used to fund social programs, the 
plan said.“An income tax on individuals would 
be a first in the Gulf. I think it will be a signifi-

cant move and closely watched by other GCC 
countries,” said Monica Malik, chief economist 
at Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank.“This initiative 
is still under study, all aspects of its applica-
tion are being considered. It is expected to 
apply this tax in 2022,” the 2020-2024 me-
dium term economic balance document said.

The plan also aims to redirect state subsidies 
to only those groups who need it, rather than 
subsidizing all users. Calculating new elec-
tricity and water tariffs will be done gradu-
ally in the coming years, the document said.

According to the International Monetary Fund, 
Oman’s economy is expected to shrink by 10 
percent this year, the biggest contraction in 
the Gulf, and its fiscal deficit could widen to 
18.3 percent of GDP from 7.1 percent last year.

Sultan Haitham in mid-October said a 5 per-
cent value-added tax would come into force 
in April 2021, as part of efforts to diversify 
government revenues.All six Gulf Arab states 
agreed to introduce 5 percent VAT in 2018 
after a slump in oil prices hit their revenues.

Oman income tax expected in 2022 in fiscal shake-up by 2022

Bureau Report
DUBAI

Two-time boxing world champion Amir Khan is set to trans-
form boxing in the region after being named president of the 
newly formed World Boxing Council (WBC) Middle East Boxing 
Council, and will now oversee the first ever structured boxing 
governing body with a commitment to developing the sport 
for future generations.The WBC president Mauricio Sulaimán 
announced last month that Khan, who spends long stretches 
of the year in the Middle East and particularly in Dubai, and 
senior vice president Tahir (Taz), will spearhead the ground-
breaking development of boxing throughout the region under 
the WBC Middle East Continental Federation that will see flex-
ible and tailored development projects in the individual affili-
ated countries.“I’m absolutely thrilled to be appointed as the 
President of the WBC Middle East Boxing Council by Mauricio 
and the WBC to head up this incredible and historic project to 
establish and develop boxing in the region,” Khan said.The pro-
ject is very close to Khan’s heart as the late José Sulaimán, the 
lifetime president of the WBC and Mauricio’s father, expressed 
his desire to Khan to one day see boxing become established 
and prosper in the Middle East and the 33-year-old former 
Olympic silver medalist, with Mauricio’s blessing, will ensure 
that now becomes a reality.“It has long been a dream of mine 
and Mauricio’s father José, who I consider a dear friend, and 
I’m delighted to bring our vision to reality with the aim of pro-
ducing great and proud champions from the region, but to also 
return back to the community with health, welfare, education, 
through the excellent humanitarian work by the WBC Cares 
program,” Khan aid. “The groundwork has already started in 
earnest behind the scenes with Tahir, the vice president, and 
our team’s drive and determination to see this long-term pro-
ject through. 

KSE-100 nosedives as lockdown fear spreads

Britain’s Joe Salisbury withdrawn after Covid-19 contact

Former two-time boxing champion 
Amir Khan to oversee transformation 

of sport in Middle East

Khizer Hayat felicitates Aleem Dar on officiating 210 ODIs
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SHANGHAI/TOKYO/LONDON/NEW YORK
Global equity markets recovered from 
one-month lows on Monday as robust 
U.S., China and euro zone factory data 
offset news of new COVID-19 lock-
downs, while the dollar and gold rose 
on skittishness over the U.S. presiden-
tial election. U.S. manufacturing activ-
ity accelerated more than expected last 
month, with new orders jumping to 
their highest in nearly 17 years, while 
Chinese factory activity expanded at its 
fastest pace in a decade and euro zone 
manufacturing also quickened. The PMI 
surveys eased growing concerns about 
global growth in the face of a resur-
gent pandemic that had pushed MSCI’s 
world equity index down almost 8% 
over the prior three weeks. Still, the dol-
lar hit one-month highs against a basket 
of peers as risk sentiment, which has 
grown over the past week, remained 
sour on election jitters and as expected 
volatility in major currencies rose to its 
highest level since April. U.S. Treasury 
yields mostly drifted lower as inves-
tors braced for an eventful week that 
includes a Federal Reserve meeting and 
the October unemployment report. “A 
lot is going to depend on the outcome of 
the election and we might not get that 
outcome tomorrow night,” said Kim Ru-

pert, managing director of global fixed 
income analysis at Action Economics in 
San Francisco. MSCI’s global benchmark 
.MIWD00000PUS of equity perfor-
mance in 49 countries advanced 1.01% 
to 556.56 and its index for emerging 
markets stocks .MSCIEF rose 0.88%. 
Europe’s broad FTSEurofirst 300 index 
.FTEU3 added 1.59% to 1,346.48, while 
on Wall Street the Dow Jones Indus-
trial Average .DJI rose 1.28%, the S&P 
500 .SPX gained 0.90% and the Nasdaq 
Composite .IXIC dropped 0.04%. Ana-
lysts are concerned that an uncertain 
election outcome could cloud the pros-
pect for more fiscal stimulus and its size, 
which likely will depend on which party 
has a Senate majority. Republican Presi-
dent Donald Trump trails Democratic 

challenger Joe Biden in national opinion 
polls, but polls in the swing states that 
will decide the election show a closer 
race. The VIX volatility index .VIX, which 
rose to its highest in four months last 
week, eased almost half a point to 37.55. 
Renewed lockdowns in Europe and 
parts of the United States have dimmed 
the outlook for fuel consumption, keep-
ing crude prices well under $40 a barrel. 
Brent crude futures LCOc1 rose $0.78 to 
$38.72 a barrel. U.S. crude futures CLc1 
gained $0.75 to $36.54 a barrel. Brent 
earlier had slumped to $35.74 a barrel, 
a level not seen since late May. U.S. crude 
slid as low as $33.64. [O/R] Coronavirus 
cases surged last week, with Europe 
crossing the bleak milestone of 10 mil-
lion total infections, while a record surge 
in U.S. cases is killing up to 1,000 people 
a day. In currencies, the UK pound GBP= 
fell 0.34% to $1.2897 after hitting its 
lowest in almost four weeks on news of 
the national lockdown. The euro EUR= 
was last down 0.19%, at $1.1625. The 
Japanese yen JPY= weakened 0.18% 
versus the greenback to 104.84 per dol-
lar. Spot gold prices XAU= rose 0.84% 
to $1,893.66 an ounce. Yields on the 
10-year U.S. Treasury US10YT=RR note 
fell 1.7 basis points to 0.8417%. Reuters

BEIJING
China’s foreign ministry said on 
Monday it will take all neces-
sary measures to protect Chi-
nese journalists in response to 
the United States delaying visa 
renewals for Chinese reporters. 
China urges the United States 
to stop its “political crackdown” 
on Chinese journalists, ministry 
spokesman Wang Wenbin said 
at a news briefing. “Uphold-
ing the principle of answering 
words with words and actions 
with actions, China will take 
all necessary measures to safe-
guard the legitimate rights and 
interests of Chinese journalists,” 
said Wang. The United States 
in March slashed the number 
of Chinese nationals allowed to 
work at the U.S. offices of ma-
jor Chinese state-owned media, 
and on May 11 limited their stay 
to 90 days, with an option to 
extend. China has expelled U.S. 
journalists working for several 
U.S. newspapers this year, and 
introduced new visa restrictions 
on several U.S. media companies. 
Some Chinese journalists were 

last week granted visa exten-
sions due to expire as soon as 
Nov. 4, said Wang. Others have 
not been granted an extension 
yet, he said. “We once again urge 
the U.S. to immediately give up 
its illusions and stop the politi-
cal persecution and suppression 

of Chinese reporters,” said Wang. 
“Do not say that you were not 
forewarned by China.” The two 
countries’ relations have dete-
riorated recently over various is-
sues including trade and the nov-
el coronavirus outbreak, which 
originated in China. Xinhua

ISLAMABAD 
Ambassador of  Repub-
lic  of  Turkey Ihsan Mus-
tafa Yurdakul Monday 
called on Chief  of  the 
Naval Staff  (CNS) Admi-
ral  Muhammad Amjad 
Khan Niazi  at  the Naval 
Headquarters.  The am-
bassador congratulated 
CNS on assuming com-
mand of Pakistan Navy, 

said a Pakistan Navy 
press release.  During 
the meeting,  matters of 
mutual interest and bi-
lateral  relations were 
discussed,  it  added. 
The naval  chief  also ex-
pressed grief  over loss-
es in recent earthquake 
in Turkey and prayed 
for speedy recovery 
of  the injured.  VoM

ISLAMABAD
Students from across the country have welcomed the 
decision of the government of extending the last date for 
submitting applications under Ehsaas Undergraduate 
Scholarship for the year 2020-21 till November 30. The 
previous last date announced for closing of applications 
was October 30 which was revised considering the CO-
VID-19 fronted delays in the admission process at several 
public sector universities in the country. The decision of 
date extension was taken to facilitate a maximum num-
ber of fresh undergraduate students, who were financially 
challenged, to apply for this scholarship opportunity. Talk-
ing to APP, Bilal Tariq, a student of COMSATS University 
Islamabad (CUI) said, “I wanted to complete my educa-
tion in the field of Electrical Engineering but had to quit 
due to some financial issues.” “Extension in the closure of 
applications for this scholarship program has given me 
another opportunity to continue my education through 
availing this scholarship as earlier I was unable to apply 
due to the insufficient information”, he said. Such initia-
tives serve as a ray of hope for the disadvantaged students 
who possess the talent and motivation but lack resources 
to move forward in their academic career, he said while 
urging the government to initiate such programs at all 
levels of education. Iqra Aziz, a student of Quaid-i-Azam 
University (QAU) was of the view that she belonged to the 
far flung area of Balochistan and pursuing her education 

here in capital while her parents were hardly managing liv-
ing expenses along with her educational expenditures. She 
said this scholarship was not less than any blessing for me 
and my family. Extension in the last date of this program 
was direly needed and wished by a number of students 
who missed the chance to apply under the COVID-19 cir-
cumstances. Iqra Aziz said that she has completed all her 
documents and will apply for the scholarship within few 
days. According to the official source, as many as 30,000 
applications have been received in the system so far since 
the online application portal reopened on Sep 5, 2020. VoM

KIIR seeks UN 
intervention to address 

IIOJK issue

UNITED NATIONS
Advisor to Prime Minister on Commerce, 
Razzak Dawood said Monday that exports 
of the country were back on track to pre-
Covid-19 levels. In a tweet, the advisor said 
that the exports from the country main-
tained the growth trend in October 2020 
and crossed the $2 billion mark after July 
2020 and are back on track to pre-COVID- 
19 levels. He said the growth was despite 
the contraction in country’s major mar-
kets due to COVID-19 and the uncertainty 
created by recent resurgence of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. He congratulated all the 
exporters on this success. “Alhamdolillah, 
our exports have maintained the growth 
trend in October 2020. Our exports have 
crossed the 2 billion mark after July 2020 
and are back on track to pre-COVID- 19 lev-
els. This is despite the contraction in our 
major markets due to COVID-19 and the 
uncertainty created by recent resurgence 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. I wish to con-
gratulate all our exporters,” he tweeted. VoM

IIOJK is not up for sale to outsiders: 
Prof Bhim Singh

SLAMABAD
In Indian illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
(IIOJK), Professor Bhim Singh, Chief Patron of Jam-
mu and Kashmir National Panthers Party (JKNPP) 
has made it clear to India that neither the land nor 
the houses in IIOJK were up for sale to outsiders. 
According to Kashmir Media Service, in a printed 
message with slogan ‘J&K is not for sale’ released 
among journalists during a press briefing in Jammu, 
Prof Bhim Singh declared that JKNPP would not al-
low new land laws to enter IIOJK including Ladakh. 
He declared that this is the voice of all residents of 
IIOJK that this law shall not be allowed to operate in 
IIOJK. He said that the Panthers Party shall knock 
the doors of Supreme Court of India and Interna-
tional Court of Justice in Hague to stop operation 
of this draconian law. Others who accompanied 
him included Neeraj Gupta General, Gagan Par-
tap and Parshotam Parihar. World-fame Kashmiri 
think-tank – the Kashmir Institute of International 
Relations (KIIR) Monday made a fervent appeal to 
UN Secretary-General Antonio Gutters, urging him 
to mount pressure on the Indian government to 
stop human rights violations, persecution of jour-
nalists, rights defenders and civil society activists 
in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir. 
In a letter addressed to the UN secretary-general, 
KIIR chief Altaf Hussain Wani sought Gutter’s ur-
gent attention toward the highly critical situation 
in IIOJK, saying,“The human rights situation in the 
occupied Kashmir has taken a dangerous turn af-
ter the Indian government’s unilateral decision to 
forcibly annex the disputed state into Indian Union, 
last year.” “The unilateral move followed by a crip-
pling clampdown and communication blockade 
has thrown the territory into a quagmire of uncer-
tainty and perpetual violence that continue to con-
sume innocent lives at an unprecedented scale, ” 
he said adding that there has been no letup in the 
state-sponsored violence as arbitrary arrests, extra-
judicial killings, forced disappearances and mili-
tary crackdowns and nocturnal raids by the Indian 
army continue unabated. “Thousands of Kashmiris 
including political activists, lawyers, human rights 
activists and youth who were arrested before and 
after August 5th last year continue to rot in jails far 
away from their homes”, the communique said. VoM

MIRPUR  
President, Azad Jammu Kashmir (AJK) Sardar 
Masood Khan, while denouncing the recent 
statements by French President Emanual Ma-
cron, said by encouraging Islamophobia and 
blasphemous caricatures of the Holy Prophet 
(PBUH) he was creating further polarization 
by hurting the sentiments of the Muslim Um-
mah. He turned this attack as teaching and val-
ue system of Islam. He added that the Muslim 
Ummah should impose economic sanctions 
against France in the wake of this wicked move. 
The President made these remarks while 
speaking to a seven-member delegation led by 
Member AJK Legislative Assembly Pir Ali Raza 
Bukhari, which called on the President at Jam-
mu and Kashmir House in the federal capital 
on Monday. The delegation also comprised of 
Chairman International Sufi Scholars Forum 
(ISSF) Dr. Masood Ahmad Raza Al-Rafai, and 
Chairman Al Mustafa Welfare Trust-UK Abdul 
Razzaq Sajid Chairman. The President along 
with the delegation strongly condemned 
Emanual Macron’s. hate-mongering. Masood 
Khan said that the two billion strong, Mus-
lim Ummah is in itself an economic power, 
adding that they must collectively ban all 
French products, stop trade with France and 
reject any further economic ties with them. 
Speaking on the occasion, Chairman ISSF Dr. 
Masood Ahmad Raza informed the President 

of the activities of the organisation. He said 
ISSF has worked towards bringing Sufis from 
around the world and in a coordinated fashion 
has helped carry out numerous educational 
and welfare projects. He said that it is our 
firm belief that Kashmiris have to be liberated 
from Indian occupation and that Kashmiris be 
given their right to self-determination. He also 
informed that the ISSF has actively advocated 
the Kashmir issue in all their conferences and 
helped sensitize the general public on the hu-
man rights crisis in Indian Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir. Chairman Al Mustafa Welfare 
Trust-UK Abdul Razaaq Sajid informed the 
President of various social welfare activities 
of the Trust in connection to organising free 
eye-camps and providing health facilities to 
the indigent segments of the population here 
in Pakistan and AJK. He said Al Mustafa Trust 
has conducted over 100,000 successful eye 
operations, provided protection to women in 
its Dar-ul-Kafala and vocational training at 
its numerous vocational centres around the 
country. Apprising the President, he said free 
eye camps are frequently set up in rural areas 
where patients are also provided transport to 
and from the camps. He said recently a free 
eye-camp was also organised in Palandri and 
currently the Trust is conducting a two-month 
long free eye camp campaign all over AJK, 
comprising 40 camps spread over 12 cities. He 

also requested the cooperation of the AJK Gov-
ernment for building an eye hospital in Muzaf-
farabad. Abdul Razzaq said under the banner 
of Save our Children in Kashmir, the Trust is 
also gathering international support to pro-
vide humanitarian aid to the people of Indian 
Occupied Jamm and Kashmir. All these efforts, 
he said, would be made in collaboration with 
the International Red Cross and the Red Cres-
cent Society of Pakistan. Sardar Masood Khan, 
while welcoming the delegation he expressed 
the gratitude of the people of Kashmir, AJK 
and Pakistan to the ISSF and its members 
for highlighting the Kashmir dispute. He said 
prayers and efforts of the global Sufi com-
munity would certainly lead to the liberation 
struggle of the Kashmiris to bear fruit. He said 
the ISSF in a well-coordinated manner is pav-
ing the way for international opinion-making 
on Kashmir and millions of their followers can 
play a vital role in creating critical awareness 
on Kashmir. The AJK President said that Kash-
mir is the land of Sufis and there is a rich and 
well-documented history of Sufism in Kash-
mir. “This proves that the people of Kashmir 
are peace-loving people that aspire peace and 
condemn violence. Unfortunately, a war has 
been imposed on Kashmiris by India. IOJK has 
become a territory with the largest military 
concentration ever witnessed in modern his-
tory”, he said. VoM

AJK President demands economic sanctions 
against France over it’s Islamophobic policies
President AJK Sardar Masood says Indian aggressive posture against AJK, Pakistan cannot be overlooked
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FM calls for global 
measures to tackle 

Islamophobia
ISLAMABAD

Foreign Minister Shah Mah-
mood Qureshi has called for 
global measures including in-
terfaith harmony to overcome 
the challenge of Islamophobia. 
He was talking to his German 
counterpart Heiko Maas over 
a telephone on Monday. Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi said Mus-
lims around the world, includ-
ing Pakistan, are deeply con-
cerned about the growing trend 
of Islamophobia. Talking about 
Afghan peace process, he said 
Pakistan continues its sincere 
efforts in this regard. He said 
Afghan leadership has a unique 
opportunity in the form of in-
tra-Afghan talks and the suc-
cess of these talks is essential 
for lasting peace and stability 
in Afghanistan. Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi said Pakistan has al-
ways supported Afghan-led, 
comprehensive dialogue ac-
ceptable to Afghans. He said we 
also need to keep an eye on the 
elements who want to desta-
bilize the region. The Foreign 
Minister also apprised his Ger-
man counterpart of the continu-
ing and serious human rights 
violations by India in Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir. He said in defiance of 
International Law, India wants 
to change the demography of 
IIOJ&K.He urged the Interna-
tional community to play its 
role to liberate unarmed Kash-
miris from Indian oppression. 
Foreign Minister Shah Mah-
mood Qureshi also extended 
condolence to his German coun-
terpart over the loss of lives 
in Germany due to the Corona 
pandemic. He appreciated the 
German strategy in containing 
the spread of Corona Virus. For-
eign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi called for global efforts 
to tackle the challenge of Co-
rona pandemic.The two Foreign 
Ministers agreed to continue 
consultations on the promotion 
of bilateral trade, economic co-
operation and ongoing efforts 
for peace in the region. VoM




