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We can’t deter people fleeing for 
their lives. They will come. The 
choice we have is how well we 
manage their arrival, and how 

humanely.

UN Chief

António Guterres 

NA speaker accentuates Afghanistan as 
gateway to Central Asia and beyond 

Defining future trajectory, EU, UK signs post-Brexit deal

The Asian Telegraph

     Pakistan, Uzbekistan 
appraises prospects of 
cargo train service via 

Afghanistan
RAWALPINDI

A delegation of Uzbekistan led by Min-
ister for Transport Makhamov Ilkhom 
called on Minister for Railways Azam 
Khan Swati in Islamabad. During the 
meeting, Trans-Afghan Rail Project 
came under discussion besides cargo 
train service and other important is-
sues. Under this project, Pakistan and 
Uzbekistan will be connected by rail 
link through Afghanistan. The other 
Central Asian Republics including Ta-
jikistan and Turkmenistan will also 
be able to join the proposed rail link. 
Pakistan and Afghanistan have also 
discussed ways to enhance bilateral 
trade and cooperation through ports. 
According to press release, the discus-
sion took place in meeting between the 
Minister for Commerce and Industry 
of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 
Nisar Ahmad and Federal Minister for 
Maritime Affairs Syed Ali Haider Zaidi 
in Islamabad. They reaffirmed devel-
oping strong ties between the two 
brotherly countries. The Afghanistan 
minister expressed keen interest in 
utilizing Gwadar Port while Ali Zaidi 
spoke about Pakistan’s desire to ac-
cess the Central Asian markets via Af-
ghanistan. VoM

President UNGA discontent with UN’s failure to adopt 
budget, plan for 2021

UN rights expert pushes US 
to remove sanctions impeding 

rehabilitation in Syria
Bureau Reporter

UNITED NATIONS  
Volkan Bozkir, president of the 75th ses-

sion of the United Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA), on Wednesday expressed his disap-
pointment at the world body’s failure to adopt 
the budget and plan for 2021. “I would like 
to express my concern and disappointment 
that the United Nations’ budget and plan for 
2021 have still not been adopted. We are fac-
ing an unprecedented situation, in which we 
are still continuing discussions that have tra-
ditionally been finalized before Christmas,” the 
UNGA president said in a statement. This year, 
consensus is more urgent than ever. The world 
has yet to fully address the health impacts of 
the COVID-19 pandemic and the associated 
socio-economic consequences, the state-
ment noted.  “The world is therefore looking 
to the United Nations, including the General 
Assembly, for leadership and demonstrable 
action to address these pressing challenges 
in the real world. The General Assembly has a 
responsibility to meet the world’s expectations 
and support multilateral-ism and pandemic 

recovery, in a manner that accelerates the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda during 
this Decade of Action,” it said. The statement 
noted that if member states fail to reach an 
agreement, the consequences on the work of 
the United Nations will be “dire.” First of all, ac-
cording to the statement, all personnel, includ-
ing in special political missions, will be asked 
to stand down from any activity except the 
minimum needed to ensure the safety of our 
personnel and assets. On other consequences, 
the statement said that all mandated activ-
ity, including support for political processes 
under way, will be disrupted, increasing the 
risk of instability. “The missions with time 
sensitive tasks will be most affected.” A UN 
human rights expert Tuesday called upon the 
United States to remove unilateral sanctions 
against Syria that hamper efforts to rebuild 
the war-torn country’s destroyed civilian in-

frastructure. Alena Douhan, United Nations 
Special Rapporteur on the negative impacts 
of unilateral coercive measures on human 
rights, voiced concerns that sanctions imposed 
under the Caesar Syria Civilian Protection Act 
– also known as the Caesar Act – risk exac-
erbating the already dire humanitarian situ-
ation in Syria, especially in the course of the 
coronavirus pandemic, and put Syrians at even 
greater risk of rights violations. “When it an-
nounced the first sanctions under the Caesar 
Act in June 2020, the United States said it did 
not intend for them to harm the Syrian popula-
tion,” she stated. “Yet enforcement of the Act 
may worsen the existing humanitarian crisis, 
depriving the Syrian people of the chance to 
rebuild their basic infrastructure,” Ms. Douhan 
added. Thousands of schools have been de-
stroyed and the health system is in tatters, 
with only 58 per cent of hospitals reported to 
be fully functional. According to a statement 
from the UN human rights office (OHCHR), the 
Caesar Act contains the most wide-ranging US 
sanctions ever applied against Syria. It could 
target any foreigner helping in reconstruction 
of Syria, including employees of foreign com-
panies and humanitarian operators helping to 
rebuild. Reuters

Pak offers Afghan investors 
to take part in CPEC economic 
activity besides investment in 

Rasakai Special Economic Zone 
to start its functions soon            

ISLAMABAD
Speaker National Assembly Asad Qaisar said 

that promotion of trade and economic links be-
tween Pakistan and Afghanistan would usher 
into new era of socio-economic development 
and fighting the scourges of poverty and insta-
bility. The Speaker said that early conclusion 
of Trade Agreements between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan would further boost economic 
activity on both sides. The Speaker said this 
while talking to Mr. Nisar Ahmad Ghoryani, 
Afghan Minister for Commerce and Industries, 
who called on Speaker in Parliament House, 
today.While talking to the Afghan Minister, the 
Speaker Asad Qaiser observed that Pakistan 
and Afghanistan are strategically significant 
trading partners however, trade between the 
two countries gradually declined due to trade 
barriers and lack of trade facilitations from 
either side. He said that after eliminating trade 
barriers along with facilitating traders had not 
only enhanced the trade volume between 
Pakistan and Afghanistan but was also greatly 
contributing to poverty eradication and social 
uplift. He said that such initiatives will also 

increase employment opportunities for our 
people and decreasing Non-tariff barriers on 
both sides of the border will enhance mutual 
trade. He informed that encouraging peo-
ple to people contacts and trade facilitation 
through Pakistan-Afghanistan Parliamentary 
Friendship Group was a manifestation of 
our commitment to improving bilateral 
economic engagement with Afghanistan.
The Speaker said that early conclusion of 
negotiation of Afghanistan-Pakistan Transit 
Trade Agreement (APTTA) and Preferential 
Trade Agreement (PTA) would open new 
avenues of cooperation between both broth-
erly countries. He stressed the need to inbuilt 
the elements in the trade agreements which 
are facilitative of Trade. He said that China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), was a 
game changer not only for Pakistan but the 
entire region. He offered Afghan investors to 
take part in CPEC economic activity besides 
investment in Rasakai Special Economic 
Zone to start its functions soon. The Speaker 
remarked that economic cooperation between 
Pakistan and Afghanistan and improved trade 
and transit facilities would help to connect 
Central Asia and beyond. He proposed estab-
lishment of Border entry point for Trade at 
WaKhan Border which would open gates to 
Central Asia. VoM

Opposition using FATF 
as shield to amend NAB 

law: FM 
Govt pursuing agenda of masses wel-

fare under leadership of PM: ShiblI 
ISLAMABAD 

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
Wednesday said that the opposition leaders 
should produce money trail to the National Ac-
countability Bureau instead of playing the card 
of political victimization. “Whenever NAB acts, 
it is called political victimization or is threat-
ened to siege. In every civilized society, no one 
is above law…It feels Khawaja Asif could not sat-
isfy NAB on the allegations of money laundering 
and assets beyond means,” he said addressing a 
press conference here along with Information 
Minister Senator Shibli Faraz and Advisor on 
Parliamentary Affairs Dr Babar Awan. The for-
eign minister said instead of hurling allegations, 
the opposition leaders should come up with evi-
dences to nullify the NAB’s allegations. He told 
media that Khawaja Asif was invited by NAB to 
explain his position in the case and it was only 
he who could respond to the queries raised on 
his properties and assets. The foreign minister 
said following the arrest of Khawaja Asif, the 
facts were becoming clearer as why the opposi-
tion had been linking its support to FATF legis-
lation with the abolition of 34 or 38 clauses in 
NAB law. “Today, I understand…We were aston-
ished as what was the link between NAB law and 
FATF. As the things are opening up, it shows they 
were using FATF as shield to amend NAB law,” 
the foreign minister remarked. He said despite 
government’s efforts to delink the proposed 
amendments in NAB law with FATF legislation, 
the opposition was adamant to link their sup-
port with acceptance of their demand. He said 
things were exposing with the cases of money 
laundering against opposition leaders and that 
was why they were seeking National Reconcili-
ation Ordinance (NRO).“NRO is name of relief. It 
was a program to save their skin and seek deliv-
erance,” he said. VoM

CPEC has made gratifying progress, China and 
Pakistan will complete the projects under con-

struction in time
BEIJING

The construction of CPEC has entered a new stage of 
high-quality development, which will continue to play an 
important role in pushing forward Pakistan’s efforts to im-
prove the socio-economic life of its people. This was stated 
by the Chinese scholar Prof. Cheng Xizhong, according to 
a report published by China Economic Net (CEN). A large 
number of projects have been completed, bringing about 
more than $25 billion direct investment to Pakistan. Prof. 
Cheng stated, “China and Pakistan have jointly overcome 
challenges and promoted CPEC’s construction and have 
not withdrawn engineers working on CPEC projects nor 
laid off Pakistani workers since the outbreak of COVID-19 
in Pakistan. Therefore, CPEC has made gratifying progress. 
China and Pakistan will complete the projects under con-
struction in time, create more jobs for Pakistanis, vigor-
ously improve people’s livelihood, strengthen cooperation 
in industrial parks construction, human resource training, 
poverty alleviation, medical and health care, agriculture and 
other fields, and continuously release the great potential of 
CPEC and realize common development and progress. On 
December 16, the final Take-over Certificate (TOC) issuing 
ceremony of Peshawar-Karachi Motorway (PKM) Project 
(Sukkur-Multan section), the largest transportation infra-
structure project of the CPEC undertaken by China State 
Construction Engineering Corporation (CSCEC), was held 
in Multan, marking a formal opening to traffic and a perfect 

implementation of the project. At present, the completed 
projects have greatly improved Pakistan’s transportation 
infrastructure and power supply, created more than 70,000 
jobs for Pakistanis, contributed 1 to 2 percentage points to 
Pakistan’s GDP growth every year, and significantly pro-
moted Pakistan’s economic and social development and 
people’s well-being. The PKM highway project is the abbre-
viation of Peshawar-Karachi Expressway. The expressway 
starts from Karachi in the south, passes through Hyderabad, 
Sukkur, Multan, Lahore, Islamabad and other cities, and ends 
at Peshawar in the north, with a total length of 1,152 km. 
PKM was originally planned to start from Karachi, Pakistan’s 
largest city in the south, and reach Lahore, the second largest 
city in the north. Now it is planned to extend to Peshawar, 
an important city in the northwest border. DP of the areas 
along the project accounts for more than 90% of the total 
amount of Pakistan, with a population of 138 million. After 
completion, it will become an economic artery connecting 
the northern and southern part of Pakistan. VoM

China and Pakistan have jointly overcome challenges, 
promoted CPEC’s construction: Cheng Xizhong

The Brexit deal would turn 
Britain from “a half-hearted, 

sometimes obstructive member of 
the EU” into “a friendly neighbor

LONDON  
On the eve of the U.K.’s seismic economic 

split from the European Union, British 
lawmakers were being asked to turn a 
1,200-page trade agreement with the bloc 
into law in a single day on Wednesday. Just 
after the EU’s top officials formally signed 
the hard-won agreement in Brussels, Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson urged legislators 
in the House of Commons to back a deal 
that he said heralded “a new relationship 
between Britain and the EU as sovereign 
equals.” The U.K. left the EU almost a year 
ago, but remained within the bloc’s eco-
nomic embrace during a transition period 
that ends at midnight Brussels time — 
11 p.m. in London — on Thursday. The 
deal will then enter into force, if Britain’s 
Parliament has approved it. The European 
Parliament also must sign off on the 
agreement, but is not expected to do so 
for several weeks. European Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen and 
European Council President Charles Michel 
signed the agreement during a brief cer-
emony in Brussels on Wednesday morn-

ing. The documents were then being flown 
by Royal Air Force plane to London for 
Johnson to add his signature. “The agree-
ment that we signed today is the result of 
months of intense negotiations in which 
the European Union has displayed an un-
precedented level of unity,” Michel said. “It 
is a fair and balanced agreement that fully 
protects the fundamental interests of the 
European Union and creates stability and 
predictability for citizens and companies.” It 
has been four-and-a-half years since Britain 
voted by 52% to 48% to leave the bloc that 
it had joined in 1973. The real repercus-
sions of that decision have yet to be felt, 
since the U.K.’s economic relationship with 
the EU remained unchanged during the 11-
month post-Brexit transition period. That 
will change on New Year’s Day. The agree-
ment, hammered out after more than nine 
months of tense negotiations and sealed 
on Christmas Eve, will ensure Britain and 

the 27-nation EU can continue to trade in 
goods without tariffs or quotas. That should 
help protect the 660 billion pounds ($894 
billion) in annual trade between the two 
sides, and the hundreds of thousands of 
jobs that rely on it. But the end to Britain’s 
membership in the EU’s vast single market 
and customs union will still bring inconven-
ience and new expense for both individuals 
and businesses — from the need for tour-
ists to have travel insurance to the millions 
of new customs declarations that firms will 
have to fill out. Brexit supporters, includ-
ing Johnson, say any short-term pain will 
be worth it. Johnson said the Brexit deal 
would turn Britain from “a half-hearted, 
sometimes obstructive member of the 
EU” into “a friendly neighbor — the best 
friend and ally the EU could have.” He said 
Britain would now “trade and cooper-
ate with our European neighbors on the 
closest terms of friendship and goodwill, 
whilst retaining sovereign control of our 
laws and our national destiny.” Some law-
makers griped about being given only five 
hours in Parliament to scrutinize a deal that 
will mean profound changes for Britain’s 
economy and society. But it is highly likely 
to get backing from the House of Commons, 
where Johnson’s Conservative Party has a 
large majority. VoM

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan says Indian media 
is spreading baseless and negative propaganda 
against Pakistan to divert world attention from 
unlawful acts in Indian Illegally Occupied Jam-
mu and Kashmir, gross human rights violations 
and Hindu fascist agenda. He said this while 
chairing a meeting in Islamabad on Thursday 
regarding ongoing hybrid warfare by the Indian 
propaganda machine, especially the Indian me-
dia, against Pakistan. The Prime Minister said 
Indian propaganda is aimed at creating chaos in 
Pakistan and distract the world community from 
focusing on India’s illegal and inhuman acts.  He 
directed to take forceful measures to foil nega-
tive propaganda unleashed by the Indian media 
and to create awareness among people in this 
regard. He instructed to counter baseless and 
unfounded Indian campaign against Pakistan 
with facts and New Delhi’s real face be exposed 
before the international community. The meeting 
reviewed disinformation campaign and nega-
tive propaganda unleashed by the Indian media 
against Pakistan. Prime Minister Imran Khan 
Wednesday reaffirmed ‘Engage Africa’ policy 

which was aimed at forging closer ties with the 
continent by expanding Pakistan’s diplomatic 
footprint and deepening economic engagement. 
The prime minister expressed these views dur-
ing a meeting with President National Assembly 
of Republic of Djibouti, Mohamed Ali Houmed, 
who accompanied by a parliamentary delega-
tion called on him, PM Office media wing in a 
press release said. The prime minister warmly 
welcomed the visiting delegation and noted that 
the bonds of common faith and values as well as 
convergence of views on regional and interna-
tional matters bind the two brotherly nations. 
He underlined the salience of Pakistan’s “Engage 
Africa” policy and said that Pakistan would soon 
be establishing its resident diplomatic mission in 
Djibouti. Both sides affirmed the shared desire to 
broaden bilateral cooperation in diverse fields. 
Chairman Senate Sadiq Sanjrani was also present 
during the meeting. The prime minister and the 
visiting delegation also exchanged views on the 
importance of peace and security in neighboring 
regional context of both Pakistan and Djibouti. 
President National Assembly of Djibouti appreci-

ated Pakistan’s historical support and expressed 
the hope that visit of Parliamentary delegation 
would help in further consolidating Djibouti-Pak-
istan relations. Prime Minister Imran Khan has 
directed for giving top most priority to provision 
of relief to domestic electricity consumers and 
uninterrupted and affordable power supply to 
industries.Chairing a meeting on energy sector in 
Islamabad today, he expressed satisfaction over 
reforms being made in energy sector. The Prime 
Minister emphasized that the reforms should be 
designed keeping in view the future needs and 
they should be long-lasting. The meeting dis-
cussed improvement in production and transmis-
sion of electricity, making energy mix better and 
environment friendly, and the proposed projects 
of generating cheap electricity. In addition, the 
meeting was informed on the progress in ongoing 
projects. The Prime Minister was also apprised 
about the agreements made by the previous gov-
ernments and their negative effects on economy 
and ordinary people. He was also briefed about 
the steps taken for relief of the common man and 
the industry despite the Covid-19 pandemic. VoM

Indian nefarious designs against Pak intended to deflect global 
attention from its heinous crimes in IIOJK  

PM underscores  ‘Engage Africa’ policy to foster coridal  ties with African states

Fascism under BJP 
regime is leading to 

saffronisation of Bharat: 
President

Pak, Djibouti expresses commitment 
to strengthen bilateral cooperation in 
the sphere of commerce, culture, and 

defense
ISLAMABAD

President Dr. Arif Alvi has said minorities espe-
cially Muslims are feeling isolated and scared 
in India. Sharing a video of Saffron terrorists 
vandalizing a mosque in Madhya Pradesh on 
twitter on Wednesday, he said fascism under 
BJP regime is leading to saffronisation of Bharat. 
Pakistan and Djibouti have reiterated their de-
sire to strengthen bilateral cooperation in the ar-
eas of commerce, culture and defense. This was 
discussed at a meeting between President Dr 
Arif Alvi and the visiting Djibouti parliamentary 
delegation, led by President of National Parlia-
ment of Djibouti and acting-Chairman of African 
Union Parliament, Mr. Mohamed Ali Houmed, in 
Islamabad today (Wednesday). While welcom-
ing the delegation, the President said Pakistan 
wants to further improve defense and economic 
ties with Djibouti for mutual benefit of the two 
brotherly countries. He appreciated the visit of 
Parliamentary delegation and expressed the 
hope that it would further strengthen the ex-
isting foundation of strong bilateral relations 
between the two countries. He informed that 
Pakistan highly values its ties with Djibouti 
and has decided to open its embassy there and 
resident diplomatic missions in other African 
countries. The President sought the support of 
the Government of Djibouti to expeditiously pro-
cess and clear Pakistani goods at Djibouti port 
meant for Ethiopia and other destinations in the 
Horn of Africa. The President also highlighted 
the atrocities and human rights violations being 
committed by India against the Muslim popula-
tion in the Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir. He emphasized the need for a unified call 
from international community to put pressure 
on India to stop human rights violations. VoM
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A Year of Teething 
Troubles

L ast year, PM Imran Khan designated the year 2020 as the year 
of economic development and welfare for Pakistan but due to 
unfortunate natural disasters like the outbreak of coronavirus 
pandemic, unprecedented locust attack, and the heavy spell 
of rains in Sindh, the country faces a long road to sustainable 
growth. Although the welfare programs and initiatives for mass-

relief ascended during this year but the overall socio-economic condition of 
the masses remained ordinary. Into the bargain, the ever-increasing internal 
political strife and mass-movements against the incumbent regime, along 
with the resurgence of COVID-19, a second wave and a new strain of the 
virus, added fuel to the fire. The country lost several precious lives in the PIA 
plane crash in Karachi and the terrorist attacks, including blasts in mosques 
of Quetta and Peshawar, and heinous attack on Karachi Stock Exchange. All 
these incidents directly or indirectly hindered the economic growth of the 
country and especially the outbreak of a novel virus moved the country to 
square one. At the international scene, the Arabian Gulf nations formally 
recognized the illegal state of Israel while leaving the Palestine cause at the 
behest of western powers. Indian entanglements in the information warfare 
to alter the perception of masses about its archrivals and furthering the 
country’s hegemonic agenda were debunked by the European organization 
but no action was taken by the dominant powers or supranational regimes. 
On the western neighbourhood, the peace process gained acceleration at 
the beginning of the year but with the transition in the US administration, it 
seems to stall. Similarly, the global actions to mitigate the climate crisis re-
mained unsatisfactory and contribution of the major powers in the inclusive 
and sustainable development of the world remained inadequate. In short, 
the year 2020 was a year of teething troubles, not only for Pakistan but also 
for the whole world. We must learn from the lessons of this year otherwise 
we will be doomed to repeat it.

2021: A year of Hope 
and Healing

U N Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has called for 2021 to 
be a “year of healing” and recovery from the coronavirus pan-
demic and the snowballing effects of climate change. Both of 
these challenges are of global significance and require global 
solidarity and action to overcome, and moving towards a sus-
tainable future. Even though the global community pitched in 

their great efforts to fast track the vaccine development but at the same time, 
World Health Organization warns us of a much bigger catastrophe if stern 
measures were not taken by the global community. This requires allocation 
of abundant resources to the healthcare, like training the health workers, 
investing in healthcare and biotechnology, informing citizens about their 
safety and thinking ahead of time. Similarly, climate action is mandatory in 
the forthcoming year to safeguard the rapid extinction of the biodiversity of 
our planet and reverse the damages we wrecked on this green planet. This 
will require binding obligations and agreements, otherwise, the carbon-free 
and the plastic-free world is unimaginable. Another great peril the world is 
facing is the socio-economic disruption fashioned by the technology, which 
will affect on many levels, from the routine daily activities of individuals to 
dramatic competition between global superpowers. At one end, it is making 
humans more contended but on the other, it is at a cost, the whole world 
will be paying. For example, technological developments like AI will not 
only alter the job markets but entails the ethical and moral debate. At one 
end it is pacifying the international relations and mitigating the threats of 
misadventures but on other hand, it is yielding a weapon system we have 
never imagined before. It is not clear where these tensions will lead us, but 
our path in this increasingly technology-dependent world will be decided to 
a great extent by the social, political, and economic choices we make now.
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Today in History

Rejuvenating Pak-KSA bilateral ties

Amid paradigm shift in the regional poli-
tics of Middle East, Prime Minster Imran 
along with the delegation likely to visit 
in KSA in the first week of January. The 
visit holds immense significance in deter-
mining the trajectory of bilateral ties be-

tween two states. History vindicates that emboldened 
by ideological assimilations and mutual bond of bonho-
mie, Pakistan and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia shares 
deeply rooted Security, strategic, social, political, and 
economic ties. Pakistanis have a special regard for the 
KSA for being prominent state of Muslim world and its 
position as the custodian of Islam’s holiest cities. Apart 
from bilateral engagement, both states cherish a promi-
nent role in the Muslim world through sharing the OIC 
forum. KSA has been amongst the most valuable part-
ner of Pakistan and it remains the key actor in providing 
economic assistance in crucial times. Notably, during 
the Indo-Pak wars, and atomic tests of Pakistan it has 
shown unconditional diplomatic support. Likewise, 
both partners share an extensive economic relation-
ship. Currently, 2.5 million Pakistan’s contributes to the 
economic prosperity of KSA and it also generates remit-
tances of $2 billion for Pakistan. Also, bilateral coopera-
tion is further deepened in the energy sector as KSA is 
the largest source of the petroleum industry of Pakistan. 

It also plans to set up a $10Bn oil refinery in Gwadar 
and likely to invest in the Reko-Diq mine. KSA also vows 
to use CPEC routes to supply petroleum products and 
by offering KSA extended CPEC partnership that will 
deepen its regional sphere of engagement. Besides, 
multidimensional military cooperation over the years 
both states abled to develop strong military nexus. 
KSA is the largest importer of Pakistani arms, weap-
ons industry. Approximately 70000 Pakistani personnel 
serving in the KSA’s military. Furthermore, it also tends 
to purchase ballistic missiles from Pakistan. However, 
the paradigm shift in regional geopolitical sphere has 
made the relations subtle and elusive, which needs to 
be addressed through mutual diplomatic efforts. From 
Pakistan’s perspective, key reformative policy measures 
can be opted to ensure the enduring and smooth trajec-
tory of bilateral ties with Saudi Arabia.Over the past 
few years, the bilateral ties between the Pak-KSA prel-
uded with skepticism and uncertainty, during the visit a 
joint declaration can be issue to clear the air, Islamabad 
need to reassure the kingdom’s leadership that ties be-
tween Pakistan and Saudi Arabia remain firm despite 
Islamabad’s engagement with other Muslim countries. 
On the matter of Israel recognition the state level del-
egation should present a clear and staunch narrative 
based on the pronouncement of national interests. 
US-KSA holds strong multilateral ties, therefore it can 
be used as reliable mediating option with US to seek 
concessions over the FATF status. During the visit the 
delegation must put the matter on negation table. 
Pakistan can pursue collective endeavors over the 
growing islamophobia concerns worldwide through 
conceivable engagement of further strengthening the 
OIC forum. To extend the regional posture, by pushing 
the peace agenda, Pakistan can offer mediating role 

to diffuse the escalating tensions between the Middle 
Eastern states. Another significant factor- Israel nor-
malization drive in the Middle East is on peak, Indian 
would pitch deceitful propaganda against Pakistan- KSA 
pressurizing Pakistan for Israel recognition through 
print, electronic and social media that needs to be 
neutralized proactively. Balancing between KSA-Iran 
is also another crucial aspect that seeks preferential   
treatment, the PM visit along with the key stakeholders 
of state may ring alarm bells to Tehran. Thus, Pakistan 
should take Iran in confidence covertly to ensure that 
bilateral ties between KSA-Pakistan will not the dynam-
ics of relations between two neighbors. KSA can also 
assist Pakistan in highlight the Kashmir issue, hence 
it can be urged the KSA to give unconditional support 
over the narrative from different platforms. Since, Saudi 
Arabia largest importer of Pakistani arms, state officials 
visit must ensure the probability maximizations of the 
weapons exports to the KSA. Furthermore, through 
offering extended assistance in defense cooperation- 
military training programs, conducting joint exercises 
would further propel the bilateral ties. In the context 
of the Yemen and Syrian crisis, Pakistan should persist 
its non-interventionist approach. Followed by the Visit, 
efforts for KSA premier MBS visit to Pakistan can should 
be contemplated that will allow to robust the bilateral 
ties and will alleviate the regional posture.

Netflix Regency romp ‘Bridgerton’ big on style, small on substance

CHENNAI
 It may seem such a dichotomy that while 19th 

century upper-class women in England were head-
strong and knew exactly what they wanted, they 
hankered after men who could be good husbands 
and fathers. US romance author Julia Quinn’s 
eight bestselling novels, penned between 2000 

and 2006, are all about England’s nobility and 
royalty as they lived in the 1800s, and Netflix and 
Shondaland’s new piece – eight episodes in all of 
under an hour each – adapts Quinn’s first in the 
series, “The Duke and I.”Titled “Bridgerton,” the 
TV series is a feast for the eyes with its fancy balls, 
fancier dresses, and the usual mix of delicate ladies 

and dashing men all making their way in a society 
where mothers are desperate to see their girls set-
tle with good husbands.While the series — which 
has taken the world by storm — features a fresh 
take on powerful women, even though they are 
working within the confines of what society ex-
pects of them, another more important point is the 
inclusiveness the series portrays. Black men and 
women feature among the noble elite in a far cry 
from the reality of Regency England. Main char-
acters Simon Basset (Rege-Jean Page) and Queen 
Charlotte of England (Golda Rosheuvel) are both 
black, for example, although in the latter’s case this 
may actually have rung true, with some historians 
arguing that she may have descended from a black 
branch of the Portuguese royal family.The reimag-
ing of Regency-era high society is refreshing to say 
the least.The plot kicks off with the 1813 “season” 
in London when single women are paraded before 
the Queen and attend one ball after another in the 
hope of finding a suitable match.The drama fol-
lows Daphne Bridgerton (Phoebe Dynevor) as she 
navigates the cut-throat world of nobles in a bid to 
find a husband and keep her family’s honor intact 
while doing so — a trope that runs throughout 
the series, but one that is not confined to history 
in many parts of the world. The makers injected a 
bit of “Gossip Girl” style fun with the introduction 
of a scandal sheet of a newsletter, written by Lady 
Whistledown (Julie Andrews offers the voiceover 
here), which pulls the veil back on society’s in-
nermost secrets and sets tongues wagging — and 
events into motion — throughout the series.

NASA Approves Heliophysics Missions to 
Explore Sun, Earth’s Aurora

CALIFORNIA
NASA has approved two heliophys-

ics missions to explore the Sun and the 
system that drives space weather near 
Earth. Together, NASA’s contribution to 
the Extreme Ultraviolet High-Throughput 
Spectroscopic Telescope Epsilon Mission, 
or EUVST, and the Electrojet Zeeman 
Imaging Explorer, or EZIE, will help us un-
derstand the Sun and Earth as an intercon-
nected system.Understanding the physics 
that drive the solar wind and solar explo-
sions – including solar flares and coronal 
mass ejections – could one day help scien-
tists predict these events, which can impact 
human technology and explorers in space.
The Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency 
(JAXA) leads the Extreme Ultraviolet 
High-Throughput Spectroscopic Telescope 
(EUVST) Epsilon Mission (Solar-C EUVST 
Mission), along with other international 
partners. Targeted for launch in 2026, 
EUVST is a solar telescope that will study 
how the solar atmosphere releases solar 
wind and drives eruptions of solar mate-
rial. These phenomena propagate out from 
the Sun and influence the space radiation 
environment throughout the solar system. 
NASA’s hardware contributions to the mis-
sion include an intensified UV detector and 

support electronics, spectrograph compo-
nents, a guide telescope, software, and a 
slit-jaw imaging system to provide context 
for the spectrographic measurement. The 
budget for NASA contributions to EUVST 
is $55 million. The principal investigator 
for the NASA contribution to EUVST is 
Harry Warren at the U.S. Naval Research 
Laboratory in Washington.The Electrojet 
Zeeman Imaging Explorer (EZIE) will study 
electric currents in Earth’s atmosphere 
linking aurora to the Earth’s magneto-
sphere – one piece of Earth’s complicated 
space weather system, which responds 
to solar activity and other factors. The 
Auroral Electrojet (AE) index is a common 
measure of geomagnetic activity levels, 
even though the details of the structure of 
these currents is not understood. EZIE will 
launch no earlier than June 2024. 

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

Pakistan Aeronautical Complex celebrated the 
completion of dual-seat JF-17 aircraft for PAF, and 
formally launched the production work of Block-
III JF-17 aircraft in an inspiring ceremony held at 
Kamra today. Air Chief Marshal Mujahid Anwar 
Khan, Chief of the Air Staff, Pakistan Air Force, was 
the Chief Guest of the ceremony while Ambassador 
of Peoples’ Republic of China in Pakistan, H.E.Mr. 
Nong Rong attended as guest of honour. Speaking 
on the occasion, Air Chief lauded the efforts of PAC 
Kamra in completing aircraft production targets 
for 2020 despite challenges posed by the Covid-19 
pandemic. He emphasized the need of indigenization 
and self-reliance in military hardware and praised 
initiatives of PAC Kamra for design, development, 
manufacturing, and overhaul of aerial warfare assets. 
He also applauded the collaboration between avia-
tion industries of Pakistan and China.Ambassador 
of Peoples’ Republic of China in Pakistan, H.E. Mr. 
Nong Rong, highlighted JF-17 program as a shin-
ing example of cooperation between two countries 
whereby both countries have diligently collaborated 

over the last two decades to bring a joint venture 
from drawing board to successful materialization. 
He praised the project teams for overcoming chal-
lenges and achieving milestones over the years. He 
assured of continued support by China for ongoing 
and future joint ventures in all domains.The dual-
seat JF-17 aircraft are fully mission capable for entire 
spectrum of combat operations and will boost PAF’s 
operational readiness besides fulfilling the training 
needs of PAF. Block-III is the most advanced JF-17 
variant and represents the cutting edge of aerospace 
technology and will enable PAF to maintain credible 
deterrence under the evolving geopolitical environ-
ment.On the occasion, PAC Kamra also displayed 
JF-17 and Super Mushshak aircraft produced by its 
Aircraft manufacturing Factory for export to several 
countries. Chief of the Air Staff also formally inaugu-
rated a purpose-built hangar built to overhaul JF-17 
aircraft. Equipped with latest facilities and equip-
ment, the hangar will assure in-country lifecycle sup-
port for the aircraft.The eremony was held under 
strict Covid-19 protocols with social distancing at 
all events.

JF-17 Dual-Seat Completion & Block-Iii Commencement Ceremony Held At Kamra

December-31-1944

The provisional government of 
Hungary officially declares war 
on Germany, bringing an end to 
Hungary’s cooperation—sometimes 
free, sometimes coerced—with the 
Axis power.Miklos Horthy, the anti-

communist regent and virtual dictator of Hungary, 
who had once hoped to keep his country a nonbel-
ligerent in the war, had reluctantly aligned Hungary 
with Hitler in November 1940. While ideologically 
not fascist, Hungary had many radical right-wing 
elements at play in its politics, as well as a history of 
anti-Semitism. Those radical forces saw many com-
mon “ideals” with Nazism and believed the future 
lay with Germany. So though Horthy little admired 
Hitler personally, he felt the need to placate influen-
tial parties within his own country and protect his 
nation from Soviet domination.When the Germans 
invaded the Soviet Union, Hitler demanded that 
Hungary mobilize its military against the Soviets 
as well. So on June 29, 1941, Hungary declared war 
on the USSR. In March 1942, Horthy replaced Prime 
Minister Lazlo Bardossy, (a political manipulator too 
eager to piggyback on German territorial expansion 
and turn on former allies for the sake of personal 
gains), with Miklos Kallay, who shared the regent’s 

goal of regaining the favor of the Western—non-
Soviet—Allies. Kallay was able to communicate 
to the Allies that Hungary was open to switching 
sides again should they make it to Hungary’s border 
and offer Hungary protection from German and/
or Soviet occupation.In January 1943, the Battle 
of Voronezh against the USSR saw Hungary’s en-
tire 2nd Army decimated by the Soviets, rendering 

Hungary militarily impotent. Hitler, who learned 
of Kallay’s sly communiques with the West, gave 
Horthy an ultimatum: Either cooperate fully with 
the German regime or suffer German occupation. 
Horthy chose to collaborate, which meant the sup-
pression of left-leaning political parties and an 
intense persecution of Hungary’s Jews, including 
massive deportations to Auschwitz, 

Hungary declares war on Germany

Author is the President, Center of Pakistan and 
International Relations (COPAIR) and Editor-in-
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Gigi Hadid shares adorable 
photo of her daughter

NEWYORK
Gigi Hadid and Zayn Malik haven’t revealed their 
baby girl’s face or name just yet, but the couple 
keeps giving us glimpses of her wardrobe and we’re 
totally smitten. The model mom hit Instagram to 
show off one of their little one’s latest looks - a fes-
tive white holiday onesie topped with Christmas 
trees and reindeer. In the photo, which Gigi shared 
on her Instagram Story on Monday, she can be 
seen cuddling her daughter with her arm wrapped 
around her, while the baby’s hand rests on her arm.
Although we haven’t tracked down the exact details 
of the tiny tyke’s onesie just yet, we found a simi-
lar - and just as adorable - version. Given that it’s 
2020, we think it’s completely fine to continue to 
celebrate Christmas into the new year. Gigi posted 
the photo as a part of an Instagram challenge that 
it seemed everyone was taking part in last week 
(Chrissy Teigen included), in which friends or fans 
could ask someone to post a photo of a specific mo-
ment upon request. When Gigi was asked to share a 
‘picture from yesterday,’ she shared that sweet snap. 
This is just the latest time Gigi has shown off her 
daughter’s wardrobe. Last week, she shared a couple 
of photos in her Instastory of her daughter wearing 
a cream Gucci bib and onesie paired with baby red, 
white and black Jordans. Gigi referred to the kicks as 
the baby’s “Christmas jordans”, noting that the whole 
ensemble came from gifts from friends.

Tyrese and Samantha 
Gibson end 3-year  marriage

NEW YORK
The pair - who married in February 2017 and 
share two-year-old daughter Soraya - have con-
firmed they have made the tough decision to go 
their separate ways after “much thought, consider-
ation, and prayer”, but the former couple both have 
“so much love and respect for each other”.In a joint 
statement released on their individual Instagram 
accounts, they said: “We have decided to make a 
statement of a painful and significant development 
in our lives. After much thought, consideration, and 
prayer, We unfortunately have made the difficult 
decision to officially separate & divorce. Our in-
tention is to remain the best of friends & strong 
coparents. We feel incredibly blessed to have found 
each other and deeply grateful for the 4 years we 
have been married to each other. Our journey to-
gether has been a ride of both ups & downs, but 
it’s a journey that neither of us would have chosen 
to take with anyone else. We truly have so much 
love & respect for each other. We both have grown 
tremendously within this relationship; we have 
shared so many beautiful memories and moments, 
and we also look forward to see the amazing fu-
tures we have ahead of us individually. (sic)”Vom

Selena Gomez slams 
Facebook

DUBAI
Selena Gomez has slammed Facebook for 
allowing “lies” to be spread on the site.The 
‘Lose You To Love Me’ hitmaker hit out at the 
social media giant and claimed they would 
be “responsible for thousands of deaths” if 
they don’t install tighter measures to pre-
vent false information about the coronavi-
rus pandemic from being shared on their 
platforms.Selena shared a BBC News inter-
view with Center for Countering Digital Hate 
CEO Imi Ahmed, who claimed social media 
firms like Facebook claim to be doing eve-
rything they can to remove misinformation 
about the pandemic but “in reality, they’re 
doing absolutely nothing.”Selina then wrote: 
“Scientific disinformation has and will cost 
lives. @Facebook said they don’t allow lies 
about COVID and vaccines to be spread on 
their platforms.“So how come all of this is still 
happening? Facebook is going to be responsi-
ble for thousands of deaths if they don’t take 
action now!(sic)”This is the second time in 
a month the 28-year-old star has criticised 
Facebook.VoM

Staff Report
ISLAMABAD 

Former Skipper Aamir Sohail was opti-
mistic about Mohammad Wasim’s ap-
pointment as the Chief Selector, saying 
he can make a difference by selecting 
the right players for the longest form of 
the game.“What really fills me with op-
timism about Wasim’s appointment as 
Chief Selector is the simple fact that he 
has been involved with domestic cricket 
for a while now.What that means is that 
he knows about the good players in our 
domestic game. This is because of his 
knowledge of the game in Pakistan due 
to his role as coach of Northern and also 
as a commentator. But where he can really 
make a difference as Chief Selector is in 
selecting the right players for the longest 
form of the game,” he wrote in his blog for 
Pakpassion.net.Aamir said the problem we 
have at the moment was that the people 
responsible for picking our Test side were 

picking batsmen based on their strike-
rate and how good most of them were in 
the Pakistan Super League (PSL).“What 
should be happening is that Test bats-
men should be picked on how long they 
can occupy the crease, their technique, 
their mental strength and whether they 
can bat for long periods and all day if 
needed.“It’s ludicrous to pick players for 
the 5-day format based on their perfor-
mances in twenty-over cricket. There is 
no logic to this and we can see what sort 
of impact this logic is having on our Test 
team.We need horses for courses theory 
rather than trying to slot T20 cricketers 
into the Test team.Pick proper Test bats-
men who have been performing in 4-day 
domestic cricket such as Saud Shakeel, 
Usman Salahuddin and Mohammad Saad 
for Test matches instead of just sloggers 
for what is the toughest format,” he said.
He said players who were not only experi-
enced but have good technique and have 

a good understanding of the game were 
the kind of cricketers who qualify to repre-
sent Pakistan, and this will be something 
he was hoping that Wasim would pre-
fer for the national side.Speaking about 
Mohammad Amir’s retirement from inter-
national cricket, he said Amir’s recent de-
cision to retire from international cricket 
seems to have been triggered by his dif-
ferences with the team management.

Staff Report
MANCHESTER

Manchester United would be “stupid” 
to look at the table and consider them-
selves title contenders with more than 
half the season still to play, Marcus 
Rashford said after Tuesday’s 1-0 
win over Wolverhampton Wanderers 

lifted them to second.With the game 
at Old Trafford heading for a draw, 
the 23-year-old unleashed a left-
footed shot that took a deflection off 
Romain Saiss and beat Rui Patricio 
in the third minute of stoppage time.
United, now nine games unbeaten in the 
league, climbed two places to second be-

hind champions Liverpool with 30 points 
from 15 games but Rashford was reluc-
tant to read too much into their position 
at this stage.“We can’t look too far ahead,” 
he told Amazon Prime.“We’re a team 
that’s still doing a lot of work on our-
selves and to be looking at the table so 
early on in the season is a bit stupid of us.
“We have to take it one game at a time 
and if we can keep finding ways to win 
like this we’ll see where we are at the 
end of the season.”Manager Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer echoed the striker’s views.“You 
can lose the chance of being in the race 
in the first 10 games of course, but 
play another 15 and get to 30 maybe, 
then we can start talking about it when 
we’ve at least played more than half 
the season,” Solskjaer added.“The be-
lief is there, they think, ‘we can win 
against anyone, anywhere’. This re-
sult is massive for the attitude.”United 
host Aston Villa on New Year’s Day.

Bureau Report
KARACHI

Stocks logged gains on Wednesday, erasing all of 
their losses from the previous day’s selloff as the 
KSE-100 index rose over 400 points amid range-
bound trading.Investors’ interest revived over 
anticipation of policy announcements for textile 
manufacturers, banks and oil and gas marketing 
companies. The mood, however, remained less 
cheerful, which kept trading in a narrow range 
throughout the day.The international oil market 
remained positive, which positively impacted oil-
related stocks.Earlier, trading began with a spike 
and stocks rallied in a buying spree. Some of the 
dips were corrected immediately and the index 
closed with handsome gains.At close, the bench-
mark KSE-100 index recorded an increase of 412.49 
points, or 0.95%, to settle at 43,694.76 points.Arif 
Habib Limited, in its report, stated that the market 
regained the points lost on Tuesday in the after-
math of selling from financial institutions. “Buyers 
remained cautious in the beginning and activity 
gained momentum as the day progressed, especially 
in the absence of active selling,” it said.“International 
crude oil prices traded positive but in a narrow 
band that offered no incentive to the sellers to book 
profit at this stage.”Buying activity was witnessed in 
textile firms, banks and oil and gas marketing com-
panies in anticipation of a change or announcement 

f government policies.Sectors contributing to the 
performance included technology (+92 points), 
banks (+50 points), textile (+44 points), exploration 
and production (+32 points) and food (+28 points).
Individually, stocks that contributed positively to the 
index included TRG Pakistan (+63 points), Systems 
Limited (+30 points), UBL (+29 points), Pakistan 
Oilfields (+25 points) and Kohinoor Textile Mills 
(+18 points).Stocks that contributed negatively in-
cluded Bank AL Habib (-27 points), Fauji Cement 
(-5 points), K-Electric (-4 points), Mari Petroleum 
(-3 points) and Shell Pakistan (-2 points).JS Global 
analyst Danish Ladhani said the benchmark KSE-
100 index closed 412 points positive at 43,695 
after touching intraday high of +468 points.The 
market remained bullish with interest mostly seen 
in refineries and technology stocks, among which 
Attock Refinery (+7.1%), Pakistan Refinery (+7.5%), 
TRG Pakistan (+7%), NetSol (+7.4%) and Avanceon 
(+6.3%) closed in the green, he said.Activity was 
witnessed in side board stocks where Pakistan 
Refinery (+7.5%), TRG Pakistan (+7%), Unity Foods 
(+1.3%), Hascol Petroleum (+1.4%), K-Electric 
(-1.5%), Azgard Nine (+7.5%) and Fauji Foods 
(+2%) cumulatively added 166 points.“Moreover, 
health authorities in Pakistan announced that 
three persons who recently returned from the 
United Kingdom could be infected with the new 
strain of coronavirus that originated in the UK,” he 

added.“Moving forward, we expect the market to 
remain bullish and recommend investors to buy on 
dips,” the analyst said.Overall, trading volumes fell to 
456 million shares compared with Tuesday’s tally 
of 503.1 million. The value of shares traded during 
the day was Rs22.6 billion.Shares of 423 companies 
were traded. At the end of the day, 310 stocks closed 
higher, 96 declined and 17 remained unchanged.
Pakistan Refinery was the volume leader with 55.3 
million shares, gaining Rs1.62 to close at Rs23.28. 
It was followed by TRG Pakistan with 31.2 million 
shares, gaining Rs5.94 to close at Rs90.91 and Unity 
Foods with 18.5 million shares, gaining Rs0.42 to 
close at Rs32.04.

Bureau Report
Dubai

Dubai’s Emirates Central Cooling Systems 
Corporation awarded construction contracts 
worth $380 million in 2020, a year-on-year 
increase of 23 percent.Empower, which is the 
world’s largest district cooling services provider, 
said the contracts covered work such as energy 
transmission stations, thermal energy storage 
(TES) systems, procurement of pre-insulated 
pipes and metres, implementation of artificial 
intelligence, billing system expansion, capacity 
enhancement of data storage and other relevant 
businesses like consultation services, designing 
and many others.In a report by WAM, the UAE 
state news agency, Ahmad bin Shafar, CEO of 
Empower, was quoted as saying: “In the light 
of the ambitious plans and strategies the com-
pany has adopted to comply with the overall na-
tional strategies aiming at the transformation 
to green economy. Empower holds 76 percent 
of the district cooling market in the Dubai city 
and we witness an increasing and rapid growth 
in demand for district cooling services accord-

ing to the increase in the number and quality of 
the new buildings and projects. This impulse to 
expand the geographical area where the com-
pany’s plants and networks exist.”Earlier this 
month, Empower announced plans to increase 

the percentage of renewable and clean energy 
in the Dubai’s energy mix. It also announced a 
reduction in the fuel surcharge on electricity and 
water, which will benefit more than 140,000 cus-
tomers in Dubai.

DP World continues Africa push and named ‘preferred bidder’ for Luanda port

Saudi banks’ 
profitability 

pressures to spill 
over into 2021

Bureaau Report
Dubai

Saudi banks witnessed an im-
provement in profitability in the 
third quarter of 2020 largely 
driven by higher lending and 
lower loan loss provisions. 
However, profitability will come 
under pressure in 2021.The com-
bined impact of COVID-19 and oil 
prices softened profitability and 
asset quality since the first quar-
ter, according to rating agency 
Fitch. This has put pressure on 
asset quality and profitability, 
and undermined banks’ stan-
dalone credit strength.“We expect 
corporate default rates to increase 
as a result of the pandemic and 
lower economic activity, although 
some recovery has been observed 
since the April lockdown,” said 
Redmond Ramsdale, an analyst 
at Fitch. Saudi banks experienced 
strong loan growth of about 12.7 
per cent in the first 10 months of 
2020. According to a recent anal-
ysis by Alvarez & Marsal (A&M) 
Saudi Arabia’s Top 10 banks re-
ported an increase in loans and 
advances, which grew at a faster 
pace in the third quarter com-
pared to the second. This growth 
was primarily driven by increased 
credit uptake in consumer and 
credit card segment. “The near-
term outlook for Saudi banks 
looks bearish,” said Asad Ahmed, 
A&M Managing Director and Head 
of Middle East Financial Services. 

Bureau Report
DUBAI

B i t c o i n  o n  We d n e s d ay  j u m p e d  t o  a 
re c o rd  $ 2 8 , 5 9 9 . 9 9 ,  a f t e r  t h e  d i g i t a l 
c u r re n c y  a l m o s t  q u a d r u p l e d  i n  va l u e 

t h i s  ye a r  a m i d  h e i g h t e n e d  i n t e r e s t 
f r o m  b i g g e r  i n v e s t o r s . T h e  w o r l d ’ s 
m o s t  p o p u l a r  c r y p to c u r re n c y  wa s  l a s t 
u p  2 . 3 %  a t  $ 2 8 , 0 1 2 .  I t  h a s  s u rg e d  by 
n e a r ly  h a l f  s i n c e  b r e a k i n g  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 

fo r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  o n  D e c .  1 6 . B i tc o i n 
h a s  i n c re a s i n g ly  s e e n  d e m a n d  f ro m 
l a r g e r  U . S .  i n v e s t o r s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r, 
a t t ra c t e d  by  i t s  p e rc e ive d  i n f l a t i o n -
h e d g i n g  q u a l i t i e s  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  f o r 
q u i c k  ga i n s ,  a s  we l l  a s  ex p e c t a t i o n s  i t 
wo u l d  b e c o m e  a  m a i n s t re a m  p ay m e n t s 
m e t h o d .  ( G ra p h i c :  B i tc o i n  s c a l e s  n e w 
peak ,  )  Investors  sa id  l imited  supply  of 
b i tc o i n  -  p ro d u c e d  by  s o - c a l l e d  “ m i n -
i n g ”  c o m p u t e r s  t h a t  va l i d a t e  b l o c k s 
o f  t ra n s a c t i o n s  by  c o m p e t i n g  to  s o lve 
m a t h e m a t i c a l  p u z z l e s  -  h a s  h e l p e d 
power  upward moves  over  recent  days .
M a ny  re c e n t  e n t ra n t s  t o  t h e  m a r ke t 
a re  h o l d i n g  o n to  p o s i t i o n s ,  t h ey  s a i d . 
“ T h e  s u p p ly  s i d e  to  t h e  b i tc o i n  m a rke t 
w i l l  re m a i n  t i gh t ,”  s a i d  J a c o b  S ka a n i n g 
o f  c r y p to  h e d g e  f u n d  A R K 3 6 . T h e  l a te s t 
ga i n s  to o k  b i tc o i n’ s  m a r ke t  c a p i t a l i -
s a t i o n  p a s t  $ 5 1 8  b i l l i o n ,  a c c o rd i n g  to 
indu st ry  web si te  CoinM a rket Ca p .O t her 
m a j o r  c r y p t o c u r re n c i e s ,  w h i c h  t e n d 
to  m ove  i n  t a n d e m  w i t h  b i tc o i n ,  we re 
f lat .  Ethereum,  the  second biggest ,  was 
d ow n  0 . 4 % ,  o n  t ra c k  fo r  a  2 0 2 0  ga i n 
o f  a ro u n d  4 6 5 % .

Bitcoin jumps to record $28,600 as 2020 rally reaches new heights

Bureau Report
LOS ANGELES

A typically serene, sun-dappled day on the island of Tenerife - 
where the gentle breeze drifts up from the beautiful volcanic 
coastline - greets another Ineos training day.Until the tran-
quillity is shattered by the wails and screams of a man in his 
bedroom, shouting in fear.Famously shy and unassuming four-
time Tour de France champion Chris Froome has prompted 
the outburst - unexpectedly exposing an Ineos Grenadiers 
staff member to some of the island’s wildlife, which terrifies 
him.“Froome likes to make some jokes,” laughs Russian rider 
Pavel Sivakov.“The member of staff is a big, tough guy who 
looks like you wouldn’t want to mess with him!”Sivakov, 23, 
is a product of Ineos’ deep talent pool. And the team’s sense 
of fun has always been a part of their formula for success. 
But Sivakov has already been through enough to know life 
with a leading team is not always a laugh. It’s fair to say fun 
would not be a word used by the Ineos hierarchy to describe 
the 2020 Tour de France - defending champion Egan Bernal’s 
capitulation on stage 15 would have been as much of a shock 
to the team as it was to those watching.After seven Tour de 
France victories in the previous eight years, lessons from this 
year have been learned But Sivakov believes the pedigree he 
keeps company with is invaluable in helping to bring such a 
successful team back to its very best.“I know how hard Froome 
works. Last year and this year even more, when you spend 
time with guys like him and G [Geraint Thomas] and Kwiato 
[Michal Kwiatkowski] and Dylan [van Baarle]… experienced 
guys for me, a young man in the sport, it’s all you can wish 
for. There are so many things to take from all of them.”With 
that guidance Sivakov has the potential to become another 
of Ineos’ main riders to win overall classifications at Grand 
Tours.

Stocks recoup losses on investor confidence

No title talk at Man Utd, says Rashford

Tour de France

Learning from Chris Froome 
gives Pavel Sivakov sense of fun

Wasim can make a difference as Chief Selector: Aamir Sohail
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Bureau Report
Karachi

In an impressive display of 
firepower, Pakistan Navy 
Air Defence Units demon-
strated their combat readi-
ness through live weapon fir-
ing of Surface to Air Missiles 
(SAMs).  Chief of the Naval 
Staff Admiral Muhammad Am-
jad Khan Niazi graced the oc-

casion as Chief Guest.     Dur-
ing Live Weapon Firing, the 
launched missiles successfully 
engaged the intended targets. 
The successful firings have re-
affirming Pakistan Navy’s war 
fighting capability and combat 
potential.  Chief of the Naval 
Staff expressed his complete 
satisfaction on the operation-
al readiness of Pakistan Navy 

and its preparedness to defend 
the national maritime interest. 
On the occasion, Naval Chief 
commended the officers and 
men for their commitment and 
professionalism.  He empha-
sized on continued vigilance to 
thwart any aggression against 
the sea frontier and provide a 
befitting response to any mis-
adventure by the adversary.

Yang Jinsong suggests, Pakistan 
should do more publicity about 

their tourist industry
BEIJING 

Tourism is a good medium that can 
promote cultural exchanges and pass 
on the friendship between China and 
Pakistan from generation to genera-
tion, a researcher from China Tourism 
Academy (CTA) said. Yang Jinsong, Di-
rector of the Institute of International 
Studies at CTA said in interview that 
China-Pakistan exchanges in the tour-
ism industry are in their infancy. Paki-
stan became a destination country for 
Chinese group tourists since 2003. In 
2015, there were more than 50,000 
Chinese tourists to Pakistan, which in-
creased to more than 80,000 in 2019. 
While there were 155 million Chinese 
outbound tourists in 2019, so the digital 
divide is still very large, China Economic 
Net (CEN) reported. In the future, we 
hope to promote mutual understanding 
and tourism exchanges between the two 
countries through traditional media, 
social media and other platforms, he 
added. Touching on Chinese tourists de-
mand for Pakistan, Yang said, Pakistan 
has abundant tourism resources, but 
Chinese tourists cannot get access to 

that information. First, Pakistan should 
do more publicity about their tourist 
industry. Second, as people are increas-
ingly concerned about safety and health 
due to the COVID-19 epidemic, how to 
ensure the safety of tourists is a very im-
portant issue. Third, we hope Pakistan 
will learn more about the consumption 
habits of Chinese tourists. For example, 
Chinese tourists like to buy special com-
modities and souvenirs during their 
journeys. If a destination country can 
study the purchasing habits of tourists 
in depth, it will definitely promote the 
development of local tourism. In terms 
of travel facilitation, Yang said, the visa 
processing can be simplified, shuttle 
flights can be increased and 5G network 
coverage can be improved, I believe the 
Chinese tourists will be more willing to 
visit Pakistan.� Regarding CTA medium 
and long-term plans to promote China-
Pakistan tourist exchanges, Yang said 
that in the future, it will establish a link-

age and cooperation mechanism with 
other ministries towards tourism. As 
the data center of China Ministry of Cul-
ture and Tourism, the academy is cur-
rently conducting country studies and 
hopes to carry out more cooperation 
with Pakistan in data exchange. CTA has 
rich experience in research report semi-
nars and tourism training, which can be 
shared with Pakistan. In terms of learn-
ing from China tourism development 
experience, Yang said that each coun-
try has its own national conditions and 
sometimes cannot directly copy other 
countries’ experience. But some of Chi-
na successful experience can help Paki-
stan avoid hiccups, for example, we can 
provide a reference for Pakistan in sce-
nic spot construction and market order 
regulation. At present, China domestic 
tourism is recovering at an accelerating 
pace, we can also offer Pakistan some 
experience in epidemic prevention and 
control and resumption of work and 
production. According to a recent report 
Pakistan Ambassador to China Moin ul 
Haque recently visited CTA. Yang de-
scribed Haque visit as an opportunity 
and a starting point to promote the de-
velopment of Pakistani tourist industry 
and spur on China-Pakistan cultural and 
tourist cooperation. Xinhua

The contest had over 10,000 students 
participating from more than 130 

universities of the world 
ISLAMABAD 

During the Regional Finals of Huawei’s 
Middle East ICT Competition 2020, two 
Pakistani teams won, acquiring the 1st and 
2nd ranks at the end. The students prepared 
for 3 months, and have been awarded with 
USD $20,000 as a cash prize, along with 
exam vouchers, Huawei mobiles, and official 
international certification. The ICT Compe-
tition gives opportunities to a diverse set 
of students from across Pakistan, allowing 
them to compete in a competitive sphere. 
The competition provided these students 
with a multinational tech platform. The con-
test had over 10,000 students participating 
from more than 130 universities, taking 
part in preparatory roadshows on Octo-
ber 2020 – organized by Huawei.Thetop 6 
students scored the highest in the prelimi-
nary examinations and interview sections 
from a pool of hard-working and intelligent 
students. Those students performed in en-
ablement training and certification exams 
before moving forward to the National Fi-
nal Round. They were selected to represent 

Pakistan internationally after this process 
was concluded.This year Mr. Hafizullah Ka-
kar from BUITEMS got awarded the Excel-
lent Tutor award. He made the following 
statement: “Thank you, Huawei, for organiz-
ing this year’s event, despite the challenges 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Surely, such 
events will promote Huawei in the region 
and create employment opportunities for 
many.”Mr. Asadullah, a member of Team A, 
from Mehran University of Engineering and 
Technology, Jamshoro, secured first place. 
He also made a statement: “This competi-
tion is very close to my heart as I was chas-
ing this dream for 3 years. The best part of 
this competition is that students from any 
background can learn anything from Ba-
sic Networking to Advanced DataCOM and 
other technologies including Cloud, Storage, 
AI, 5G, WLAN and Security, all within the 
span of three months.”Team A and Team B 
are now working towards the Global Final 
to compete with talented students from all 
over the world, after coming up on top in the 
region. The stated aim of this competition is 
to provide the students with an exclusive, 
large platform to compete internationally, 
and give them exposure to the IT world.  APP

New signed projects will also support Pakistan to 
cope with the power shortage in the future

ISLAMABAD 
China continued its support constructing power transmis-
sion line in Pakistan inspire of COVID-19, says a report 
published by Gwadar Pro on Wednesday. Affected by the 
pandemic this year, the domestic economy has been slug-
gish, and every industry has been attacked at varying de-
grees. In spite of this, the construction of domestic power 
transmission and transformation projects has made sig-
nificant progress with the support of Chinese enterprises 
in 2020. According to the report, after two years of prepar-
ing and constructing, the Matiari to Lahore ±660kV HVDC 
Transmission Line Project was completed in November. 
The project was expected to be completed in 2021, and its 
actual commissioning date is one year ahead of schedule. 
Matiari to Lahore ±660kV HVDC Transmission Line Proj-
ect was signed on 2018 May 14th and started construct-
ing on December 1st of the same year. The project, with a 
capacity of 4 megawatts and an annual capacity of about 
35 billion kilowatt-hours, fills a technical gap in Pakistan’s 
HVDC sector and creates 5,000 – 7, 000 local jobs. Besides 
the mega-project under CPEC frame, several crucial power 
transmission projects also have made progress. In Octo-
ber this year, China XD Group signed the DHABEJI 220kV 
transmission line project contract with K-Electric Lim-
ited. Under the project, a new overhead and buried cable 

line connecting the DHABEJI substations in Karachi will 
be built. The contract includes every step of construction 
such as design, survey, supply, civil engineering, construc-
tion, installation, and field testing. On December 24, China 
Energy Engineering Corporation Limited (Energy China) 
signed the EPC contract for ADB-401A 500 kV double circuit 
power transmission Line project with NTDC. The project is 
a 500 kV transmission line from SK Hydropower Station to 
Neelangjhelum, with a total length of about 75 km, using a 
double loop and four split mode. The power transmission 
project delivering electricity from SK hydropower station 
will further alleviate Pakistan’s power shortage and boost 
local economic and social development. Apart from the lack 
of generating capacity, poor transmission systems are also 
reckoned as a major factor of domestic power shortage. VoM

IT industry has become the 
most gender-neutral industry in 
the country: Syed Amin ul Haque

Dr. Sania Nishtar vows 
to protect Ehsaas 

program from plausible 
cybersecurity threats

BEIJING
Chairman Senate Standing 
Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Senator Mushahid Hussain 
Syed has said Pakistan be-
lieves in peace and is playing 
active role in promoting re-
gional peace and security. In 
a meeting with the 12-mem-
ber parliamentary delegation 
of Djibouti led by President 
of National Parliament of Dji-
bouti Mohamed Ali Houmed 
in Islamabad, he pointed to-
wards the atrocities inflict-
ed upon the innocent people 
of Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir. He said 
Pakistan wants resolution of 
the long standing issues in 
accordance with UN resolu-
tions and international laws.

GB IT Park becoming center to empowering 
women IT professionals

ISLAMABAD
Federal Minister of Information Technology and 
Telecommunications Syed Amin ul Haque has said 
that all possible efforts are being made to promote 
and facilitate female entrepreneurs in the IT sector 
in Pakistan. The IT industry has become the most 
gender-neutral industry in the country. Women are 
playing a pivotal role in the development of IT industry 
in Pakistan which has achieved consecutive year on 
year growth rate and become a major export earner 
for Pakistan. In a reply Statement of Gilgit Women 
Developers, Minister IT said, that the initiative for 
bringing the IT companies from secondary and 
tertiary cities into the mainstream is well underway 
for ensuring holistic growth of Pakistan’s IT Industry. 
In this context, a Software Technology Park has 
been setup in Gilgit with the collaboration of Special 
Communication Organization (SCO). Syed Amin ul 
Haque said that several Gilgit based IT companies have 
already relocated their business operations to the Gilgit 
STP providing services to customers around the globe 
thus speaking to the strength of establishing tech parks 
accords Pakistan. Such initiatives would set a milestone 
to provide employment and entrepreneurship 
opportunities particularly to female population of 
Pakistan and we can say proudly that GB’IT Park 
becoming the Center of Empowering not only for Young 
IT Males but especially for Female IT Professionals. 
“I congratulate the all Women IT Professionals 
especially “SheDev” developers for their remarkable 
success” said Syed Amin ul Haque. Meanwhile, among 
the many success story from Gilgit IT Park, there is 
a newly born Organization names “SheDev”, which 
is an all-female Developers Company providing tech 
solutions. They are currently offering services to local 
and International customers and they are growing day 
by day. As the youth of Gilgit-Baltistan have immense 
talent and there are unlimited business opportunities 
there. Keeping this point, Software Technology Park 
has been established at Konodas Gilgit for young 
software experts and IT professionals in the state-of-
the-art technology. This important project now became 
an important milestone for the region to take forward 
and develop the IT sector. The IT Park is not only 
boosting the IT sector in the region, but also helping in 
developing a skilled workforce for GB in the context of 
CPEC. This park creating an excellent team of software 
experts in the area who will also be able to provide 
low cost business services to the local industry. It is 
worth mentioning here that, the modern IT Park has 
excellent facilities of backup power, security and OFC 
data connectivity. VoM

ISLAMABAD  
Indian occupational forces matured 474 Kash-
miris in 312 CASOs, 124 Gunfights, 657 houses 
destroyed. The  deceased  include  65  civilians,  
232  Armed  Rebels  and  177 Indian  occupying  
forces. 2020  may  be  recorded  as  “Zero  year”  in  
the  human  history  for  the COVID-19  pandemic  
forced  most  of  global  citizenry  inside  their homes  
to  save  themselves  from  the  deadly  infection. 
However,  for Indian-occupied  Kashmir,  this  year  
added  more  complications  and saw  no  letup  in  
atrocities  committed  by  the  Indian  occupying 
forces. This  annual  report  prepared  by  Legal  Fo-
rum  for  Oppressed  Voices of  Kashmir  (LFOVK)  
on  the  situation  of  human  rights  in  Indian occu-
pied  Jammu  and  Kashmir  covers  the  period  from  
1  January  to 30 December  2020. 2020  saw  India  
launching  a  broad-day  inhuman  attack  on Kash-
mir’s  civil  society,  raiding  residencies  and  offices  
of  human rights  defenders,  journalists  and  civil 
society  organizations. The  year  witnessed  killing  
of  177  Indian  occupying  forces  and  232 militants  
besides  extrajudicial  killing  of  65  civilians  across  
the  Undesignated  disputed  territory  of  Indian-oc-
cupied  Jammu  and Kashmir. From  January  01,  to  
30  December  2020,  the  Indian  occupying forces  
launched  the  so-called  312  Cordon  and  Search  
Operations (CASOs)  and  Cordon  and  Destroy  Op-
erations  (CADOs)  which resulted  in  124  encoun-

ters  in  which  232  militants  died  fighting Indian 
occupying  forces. 177 Indian occupational forces 
were also killed during these encounters. During  
encounters,  at  least  657  houses  were  vandalized  
and destroyed  by  the  Indian occupying  forces. 
The  destruction  of  civilian  properties  during  en-
counters  saw  an increase  during  the  COVID-19  
lockdown  enforced  by  the government;  an  en-
tire  village  in  Budgam  district  was  vandalized 
rendering many  families  homeless  and without 
shelter. This  is  despite  the  fact  that  United  Na-
tions  Secretary  General Antonio  Guterres  called  
for  a  global  ceasefire  in  conflict  regions amid  the  
COVID-19  pandemic. But,  as  usual  offender  of 
international  law  and  agreements,  India  defied  
the  call  from world’s  highest office and continued  
with  its  war  crimes  policies  in Indian-occupied  
Jammu and Kashmir. 65  civilians  were  killed  in  
different  violence  related  accidents included  ex-
trajudicial  killing  of  3  laborers  in  Shopian  in  a  
staged gun fight  by  Indian occupational  forces. 
This  year,  the  Journalists  working  for  Kashmir  
and  international media  continued  to  be  at  the  
receiving  end  of  the  pressure, intimidation  and  
harassment  by  the  Indian  authorities. Many  jour-
nalists  were  booked  under  criminal  laws  while  
one  still remains  behind  bars  amid  delayed  trial  
by  the  government agencies. Governing  authori-

ties  launched  new  media  policy  in  which govern-
ment now  holds  full control on newspaper  and 
magazines. 2020  witnessed  the  continuation  of  
the  ban  on  high-speed  internet services  which  
remain in  force since  August 5  2019. The  right  to  
access  information  continues  to  be  severely  re-
stricted in  Jammu  and  Kashmir  as  part  of  India’s  
all-out  onslaught  against Kashmiris  as  there  were  
141  instances  of  internet  blockades recorded 
from January  1  to December  30 2020. This,  amid  
deadly  pandemic,  when  internet  was  of  utmost 
importance  for  health  authorities  as  well as  gen-
eral  public. During  the  period  from  01,  January  
to  30  December,  2773 persons were detained and 
arrested by Indian occupational forces and lodged  
in  different jails  across  India. This year saw one  
of  the  worst  assaults  on  human  rights  when  
India rushed  its  agencies  to  Kashmir  which  raid-
ed  residencies  and  offices of Journalists,  human  
rights  workers  and  civil  society organizations. 
In  early  November,  India’s  so-called  anti-terror  
body  NIA  raided residence  of  Khurram  Parvez,  
Parvaiz  Bukhari  besides  others. The raids were 
held on rights body’s offices, NGOs. This  is unprec-
edented  wherein  Journalists  and  human  rights  
defenders are  put under  such  humiliation. Chair-
man Kashmir Committee, kashmir, Occupied Kash-
mir, President AZAD JAMMU AND KASHMIR. VoM

Kashmiris witnessed worst year of violence, 
humanitarian crisis perpetrated by Modi regime: Report    

India defied the UN call, escalated war crimes policies in IIOJK

China-Pakistan exchanges in the tourism industry are in their 
infancy: Yang Jinsong

Pakistani Teams clinches top two Positions in 
Huawei Middle East ICT Competition 2020

Despite pandemic crisis, China Persists power 
transmission project in Pakistan  

Pakistan playing key 
role in ensuring regional 
peace, security: Mushahid 
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We will be organizing a hacker’s 
competition inviting ethical hackers to 

outline our vulnerabilities
ISLAMABAD

SAPM Dr. Sania Nishtar chaired the joint meet-
ing of Risk Assurance and Management, and 
Audit Committees of BISP board today, where 
a number of agenda items were discussed. 
Since Ehsaas’ operations are largely digital, it is 
critical to ensure that IT safety measures are in 
place; more than 100 steps have been taken to 
secure the IT system in that regard over the last 
2 years, since she took over, Dr. Sania informed 
the committee members. “We will be organizing 
a hacker’s competition inviting ethical hackers 
to outline our vulnerabilities”, she said. Ehsaas 
will be the first public sector entity to imple-
ment a Vulnerability Disclosure Policy (VDP) 
that is intended to give ethical hackers clear 
guidelines for submitting potentially unknown 
and harmful security vulnerabilities. The dis-
cussion of the Risk Committee mainly centered 
on internal and external audits, Ehsaas Risk 
Registry, Error Fraud and Corruption Frame-
work, implementation of security safeguards 
within the organization and setting up of the 
Cyber Control Wing. Also, under observation 
were Ehsaas Governance and Integrity Policy 
and Observatory and how the organization was 
faring against 23 indicators of the policy and ob-
servatory to gauge the performance of BISP. Dr. 
Sania gave directions to internal audit division 
to present quarterly reports to board meetings 
and instructed the finance division to submit 
quarterly reports on accrual accounting to the 
board meetings as well. She also instructed the 
management to complete the departmental 
audit committees’ process in time. She also ad-
vised to make changes to the risk register and 
map the key actions emanating from the risk 
register into departmental workplans and to use 
the parameters for performance assessment. 
The Director General IT gave presentation on 
the progress underway to set up Cyber Control 
Wing. He explained that extensive consulta-
tions had happened which led to the definition 
of the scope of work of the cyber control wing 
and terms of reference of individuals who are to 
be hired. An expression of interest in this regard 
has already been floated to solicit applications. 
The next meeting of the Risk Committee will be 
held in the fourth week of January 2021.  VoM
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