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Pakistan always upholds sanctity 
of OIC as collective voice of 

Muslim Ummah 

Foreign Minister

Shah Mehmood Qureshi

Middle East Quagmire, Iran threats to 
retaliate Israeli missions on alert 

 Trump coercion prolongs, imposes sanctions on 
Chinese and Russian firms over Iran trade

The Asian Telegraph

Pakistan Underscores 
sanctity of OIC as col-

lective voice of Muslim 
Ummah: FM

ISLAMABAD
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi says Pakistan as a found-
ing member of the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation always up-
held the sanctity of the organiza-
tion as a collective voice of Muslim 
Ummah. In a tweet on Sunday, he 
said we look forward to hosting 
the 48th session of OIC Council 
of Foreign Ministers in Islamabad 
next year. The Foreign Minister 
said Pakistan has also become 
a member of the 6-member OIC 
Executive Committee. Foreign Of-
fice says inclusion of Jammu and 
Kashmir dispute in Niamey Dec-
laration of the 47th session of OIC 
Council of Foreign Ministers is yet 
another manifestation of the OIC’s 
consistent support to the Kashmir 
Cause. The Foreign Office Spokes-
person Zahid Hafeez Chaudhry in 
a statement today said the Dec-
laration explicitly reiterates the 
OIC’s principled position on the 
Jammu and Kashmir dispute for 
a peaceful settlement in accor-
dance with the relevant UN Se-
curity Council resolutions. VoM

Britain expects ‘very significant’ week for 
Brexit talks as clock ticks down

Bureau Reporter
LONDON

Britain and the European Union 
are heading into a “very signifi-
cant” week, British foreign minis-
ter Dominic Raab said on Sunday, 
as talks over a trade deal enter 
their final days with serious dif-
ferences yet to be resolved. EU 
negotiator Michel Barnier told 
reporters in London that “works 
continue, even on Sunday” on his 
way to a negotiating session, as 
both sides look for a deal to pre-
vent disruption to almost $1 tril-
lion (752 billion pounds) of trade 
at the end of December. “This is a 
very significant week, the last real 
major week, subject to any further 
postponement... we’re down to re-
ally two basic issues,” Raab told 
the BBC. Despite missing several 
self-imposed deadlines, the ne-
gotiations have failed to bridge 
differences on competition policy 
and the distribution of fishing 
rights. But Britain’s transitional 
EU exit agreement - during which 

the bloc’s rules continue to apply 
- expires on Dec. 31, and Britain 
says it will not seek any extension. 
A deal would have to be ratified by 
both sides, leaving little time for 
new delay. “The bottom line is... 
in the ordinary course of things 
we need to get a deal done over 
the next week or maybe another 
couple of days beyond that,” Raab 
told Times Radio in a separate in-
terview. Earlier, he had signalled 
some progress on the ‘level play-
ing field’ provisions which look to 

ensure fair competition between 
Britain and the EU, and said fish-
ing remained the most difficult 
issue to solve. Despite accounting 
for 0.1% of the British economy, 
fishing rights have become a to-
temic issue for both sides. Britain 
has so far rejected EU proposals 
and remains adamant that as an 
independent nation it must have 
full control of its waters. “The 
EU have just got to recognise the 
point of principle here,” Raab told 
Times Radio. Reuters

TEHRAN/JERUSALEM
Israel put its embassies around the 

world on high alert on Saturday after 
Iranian threats of retaliation following 
the killing of a nuclear scientist near 
Tehran, Israeli N12 news reported on 
Saturday. Iran has blamed Israel for 
the killing of Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, 
who died on Friday after gunmen am-
bushed him in his car.  Iran’s supreme 
leader demanded the “definitive punish-
ment” of those behind the killing that 
has raised fears of reignited tensions 
across the Middle East. After years 
of being in the shadows, the image of 
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh suddenly was to 
be seen everywhere in Iranian media, 
as his widow spoke on state television. 
“He wanted to get martyred and his 
wish came true,” she said. In Tehran, 
a small group of hard-line protesters 
burned images of President Donald 
Trump and President-elect Joe Biden, 
who has said his administration will 
consider reentering Tehran’s nuclear 
deal with world powers. And while 
burning an American and Israeli flag, 
the hard-liners criticized Iran’s foreign 
minister who helped negotiate the nu-
clear deal, showing the challenge ahead 
of Tehran if officials chose to come back 

the accord. The UN called for keeping 
restraint and avoiding the escalation of 
tensions in the Middle East, the deputy 
spokesman for the UN secretary-general 
said. “We urge restraint and the need 
to avoid any actions that could lead to 
an escalation of tensions in the region,” 
Farhan Haq said. Germany called on 
all parties “to avoid taking any action 
which could lead to a new escalation of 
the situation” which “we absolutely do 
not need at this moment.” Hours after 
the attack, the Pentagon announced 
it had brought the USS Nimitz aircraft 
carrier back into the Middle East, an 
unusual move as the carrier already 
spent months in the region. Analysts 
have compared Fakhrizadeh to being 
on par with Robert Oppenheimer, the 
scientist who led America’s Manhattan 
Project in World War II that created the 
atom bomb. Fakhrizadeh headed Iran’s 
so-called AMAD program that Israel 
and the West have alleged was a mili-
tary operation looking at the feasibil-
ity of building a nuclear weapon. The 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) says that the “structured pro-
gram” ended in 2003. Iran long has 
maintained its nuclear program is 
peaceful. APP

CPEC offers massive 
opportunities for regional 

economic growth:  
Ambassador Moin-ul-Haque

Pakistan offers attractive busi-
ness, investment opportunities for 

Chinese, ASEAN investors
BEIJING

Pakistan Ambassador to China Moin-ul-Haque has 
urged the business and investment community of 
China and ASEAN countries to tap into the vast and 
virgin market of Pakistan, particularly with regard 
to the several Special Economic Zones (SEZs) be-
ing set up under the transformative China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC). In this regard, he high-
lighted Pakistan’s special relations and compre-
hensive strategic partnership with China and the 
deep-rooted and wide-ranging links with ASEAN 
countries. He made these remarks in his welcom-
ing address during the Trade and Investment Pro-
motion Conference, organized by Pakistan Mission 
in Nanning, the capital city of Guangxi-Zhuang Au-
tonomous Region of China on the sidelines of the 
ongoing 17th China-ASEAN Expo (CAEXPO). He 
said Pakistan has a strategically located sharing 
borders with China, India, Iran, and Afghanistan. It 
rests at the crossroads of South and Central Asia, 
West Asia, and connects China with the Arabian 
Sea. “So, it is becoming a very important regional 
connectivity hub, as well as a central place of trade 
and commercial activities,” he added. Ambassador 
Haque said that Pakistan is the sixth-largest coun-
try in the world in terms of population, offering a 
market of 210 million people and has a very strong 
and flourishing agriculture and livestock sector. He 
said Pakistan is rich in natural resources, mineral 
resources, adding, it has abundant resources of 
gold, marble, gemstones, copper, chromite, gold, 
and also vast reservoirs of oil and gas which are 
still untapped. As with many countries, Pakistan 
is the scene of the fastest growing service sector, 
which now contributes more than 50 percent to 
our Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and a very at-
tractive investment regime. VoM

Pakistan backs Palestinian right of self-deter-
mination and creation of a viable, contiguous, 
independent and sovereign Palestinian state

UNITED NATIONS

Pakistan has renewed its firm support to the Palestinian 
people’s right to self-determination and statehood, as the 
United Nations (UN) marked the annual International Day 
of Solidarity with the Palestinian People on Sunday. “Our 
support remains unwavering,” Ambassador Munir Akram 
said in a message for the occasion. The International Day 
of Solidarity with the Palestinian People is observed 
each year on Nov 29. Established in 1977, it marks the 
day in 1947 when the UN General Assembly adopted 
a resolution partitioning Palestine into an Arab State 
and a Jewish State. “It is travesty of justice that only the 
Jewish state came into being and the Palestinian peo-
ple were condemned to immeasurable misery, suffer-
ing and grief – by making them stateless in their own 
land,” the Pakistani envoy said. “Supporting Palestinian 
right to self-determination and calling for an early crea-
tion of a viable, contiguous, independent and sovereign 
Palestinian state, based on internationally agreed param-
eters – pre-1967 borders and Al- Quds Al Sharif as its 
capital – has remained a cardinal pillar of Pakistan’s for-
eign policy,” Ambassador Akram said. “We will continue 
to impress upon the world that creation of a Palestinian 
state – on the grounds acceptable to the Palestinian 
people – remains the only abiding guarantee for peace 
in the Middle East and for the wider world.” Every year, 
he said, Pakistan tables a resolution in the UN General 

Assembly’s Third Committee on ‘universal realization 
of right of peoples to self-determination.  “Through this, 
and other initiatives, we show our resolve of fighting for 
all oppressed people who are waging legitimate struggles 
to earn their freedom.” Pakistan tables a resolution in 
the Third Committee on ‘universal realisation of right of 
peoples to self-determination’. Through this, and other 
initiatives, we show our resolve of fighting for all op-
pressed people who are waging legitimate struggles to 
earn their freedom. The International Day of Solidarity 
with the Palestinian People provides an opportunity to 
the international community to renew its commitment 
to the Palestinian peoples and help them attain their in-
alienable rights.VoM

Pakistan’s support for Palestinian cause will not 
waver: Munir Akram

 US accuse Chinese and Russian 
firms for transferring sensitive 
technology and items to Iran’s 

missile program”
UNITED NATIONS

The four were accused of 
“transferring sensitive tech-
nology and items to Iran’s 
missile program” and will be 
subject to restrictions on US 
government aid and their ex-
ports for two years, Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo said in 
a statement. The sanctions, 
imposed on Wednesday, 
were against two Chinese-
based companies, Chengdu 
Best New Materials and Zibo 
Elim Trade, as well as Russia’s 
Nilco Group and joint stock 
company Elecon. “These 
measures are part of our re-
sponse to Iran’s malign ac-
tivities,” said Pompeo. “These 
determinations underscore 
the continuing need for all 
countries to remain vigilant 
to efforts by Iran to advance 

its missile program. We will 
continue to work to impede 
Iran’s missile development 
efforts and use our sanctions 
authorities to spotlight the 
foreign suppliers, such as 
these entities in the PRC and 
Russia that provide missile-
related materials and tech-
nology to Iran.” The Trump 
administration has ramped 
up sanctions on Tehran 
after withdrawing from the 
Iran nuclear deal in 2018. 
Earlier this week, Pompeo 
met Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah, when 
the campaign of pressure on 
the Iranian regime was also 

discussed. “I want to thank 
Kuwait for its support of 
the maximum pressure cam-
paign. Together, we are deny-
ing Tehran money, resources, 
wealth, weapons with which 
they would be able to com-
mit terror acts all across the 
region,” he said. It is not yet 
clear how the incoming ad-
ministration of Joe Biden will 
deal with Tehran and whether 
it wants to revive the nuclear 
deal which would be key re-
viving the country’s battered 
economy. The Iranian rial has 
lost about half of its value this 
year against the dollar, fueling 
inflation and deepening the 
damage to the economy. 
Iran’s economy would grow 
as much as 4.4 percent next 
year if sanctions were lifted, 
the Institute of International 
Finance (IIF) said last week. 
The economy is expected to 
contract by about 6.1 percent 
in 2020 according to IIF esti-
mates. Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has appreciated 
tireless efforts of Inter-Services Intelligence 
for national security and expressed his satis-
faction over professional preparedness of ISI. 
He expressed this satisfaction during his visit 
to ISI headquarters in Islamabad (Sunday). 
Director General ISI Lieutenant General Faiz 
Hamid received the Prime Minister, federal 
ministers, services chiefs, and other military 
officers. A comprehensive briefing was given 
to National and Military leadership on the re-
gional and national security situation. Federal 
ministers Shah Mahmood Qureshi, Asad Umar, 
Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee Gen-
eral Nadeem Raza, Army Chief General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa, Air Chief Marshal Mujahid Anwar 
Khan, Naval Chief Admiral Muhammad Amjad 
Khan Niazi and Chief of General Staff Lieuten-
ant General Sahir Shamshad Mirza also accom-
panied the Prime Minister. He said on Saturday 
that there was no pressure from the army on 
the government in making the foreign policy, 
which was based on the PTI’s manifesto. “The 
question of resistance to the army comes when 

they put pressure on me, but there is not even 
single thing, which I wanted to do and they 
asked me not to do,” he said in an interview 
with a local private television channel. For ex-
ample, Imran said, it was his belief from day 
one that there was no military solution to the 
Afghan issue and today what the government 
did with regard to the Afghan peace process 
had been acknowledged by the world. Reply-
ing to another question, he said neither any-
one pressured him nor could anyone do so 
adding that pressure would be on those, who 
would be fond of power and would then make 
compromises to remain in power. Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan says opposition’s bid to hold 
public rallies is aimed at pressurizing govern-
ment to get National Reconciliation Ordinance 
(NRO) at the cost of people’s lives in the times 
of COVID-19 pandemic. In a series of tweets 
on Sunday, he said sole and desperate goal of 
opposition political leadership is to save their 
families’ looted wealth and corruption for 
which they are making last ditch efforts to get 
an NRO, but they will not succeed. The Prime 

Minister said opposition leaders have never 
worked and their autocratic lifestyle is directly 
dependent on saving their families’ ill-gotten 
wealth through robbing and impoverishing the 
nation. Imran Khan said the problem of people 
of Pakistan during COVID 19 is the political 
leadership that has never gone through any 
democratic struggle nor worked with ordinary 
citizens to understand their difficulties they 
face and never contributed in any substan-
tive way for betterment of ordinary citizens. 
Imran Khan said these entitled “leaders” liv-
ing like royalty in their secluded mansions, 
have simply inherited their positions because 
of their families and they have no concern for 
the lives of ordinary citizens. The Prime Min-
ister said when smart lockdown was imposed 
to save people from becoming destitute and 
save economy from total collapse, these “lead-
ers” opposed it and demanded complete lock-
down and now when smart lockdown is again 
needed to check new spike of the pandemic, 
they want to hold public rallies instead of 
caring for the lives and safety of people. VoM

PM hails enduring efforts of ISI for national security 
and stability

Opposition’s agenda of holding rallies aims at pressurizing Govt to get NRO: PM

J&K Int’l Forum urges UN 
to save lives of victims of 
Indian state terrorism in 

IIOJK
India is deliberately prolonging un-

lawful detention of Kashmiri prisoners 
for their political beliefs

IIOJK
Jammu and Kashmir International Forum for 

Justice and Human Rights has urged the UN Special 
Rappoteur on Prisoners to intervene and save the 
lives of victims of Indian state terrorism in Indian 
illegally occupied territories. In Indian illegally 
occupied Jammu and Kashmir, Modi-led fascist 
Indian government is subjecting Kashmiri detain-
ees to worst victimization in blatant violation of all 
international laws and norms. An analytical report 
released by Kashmir Media Service, today, said the 
government is deliberately prolonging the unlawful 
detention of these detainees.  According to report, 
13,862 Kashmiris including women leaders were 
arrested from August 5th last year to October this 
year and are confined to cells and denied medical 
treatment. The report added that India is flouting 
Geneva Convention on prisoners’ rights by carrying 
out arrests, unlawful detentions and extrajudicial 
killings as tools to suppress Kashmiris’ resolve for 
freedom. Meanwhile, in a statement, Jammu and 
Kashmir International Forum for Justice and Human 
Rights Chairman Mohammad Ahsan Untoo strongly 
condemned the Indian authorities for arresting pel-
let victims with serious health issues under different 
draconian laws. He urged the UN Special Rapporteur 
on Prisoners to intervene in the matter to save the 
lives of victims of Indian state terrorism. On the 
other hand, the Srinagar High Court quashed the 
detention of Nisar Ahmad Qazi of south Kashmir’s 
Pulwama district who was booked under black law 
Public Safety Act in 2018 and ordered to immedi-
ately release him. In Indian illegally occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir, Indian troops have intensified cordon 
and search operations across territory.VoM
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Escalated violence in 
Afghanistan

L aden with protracted violence and intensified geopolitical intrigue, 
Afghanistan continue to suffer a new wave of terrorist attacks. 
Recently, a suicide car bomb killed 26 Afghan personnel in the 
Ghazni district. In the past 24 hours more than 80 people, including 
the militants, died in different incidents. The upsurge in the violence 
deteriorating the fragile security and stability contours whilst it also 

poses heinous challenges for the regional security dynamics. Amid the Afghanistan 
peace process, such incidents also dents the prospects of plausible negotiations. 
One of the displaying factors is ambiguity power-sharing arrangements. Taliban 
has not accepted the responsibility for the majority of incidents, thus a new version 
of mercenaries control over the state power appearing that significantly causes 
apprehension for the ruling government of President Ashraf Ghani. As the US vows 
to withdraw troops from Afghanistan that would further enhance the problems for 
Afghan security forces in counterinsurgency measures. It is pertinent to highlight 
Afghan security forces predominantly lack sufficient resources and effective pre-
paredness to combat intimating security challenges. It usually remains reliant on 
the US deployed troops in terms of intelligence share and conducting operations 
against the militants and mercenaries. The new drive of violence is designed by the 
soldiers that want Afghanistan instability and exploit the security vulnerabilities to 
pursue their interests. Irrespective of the situation, the stakeholders must ensure 
the accomplishment of targeted endeavors concerning the political resolve. The 
rapprochement and reconciliation efforts must sustain to end the socio-economic 
crisis of Afghanistan. In the context of Pakistan, it extended its full cooperation and 
support to ensure the security of Afghanistan also assist in attaining a durable 
regional secure environment to diversify the economic cooperation.

Harnessing inter-faith 
harmony 

E mboldened by the aspirations of inter- faith harmony, the Sikh Yatrees 
from India arrived Pakistan through Wagah border, to attend 551st 
birthday anniversary of Baba Guru Nanak Dev Ji at Janamasthan 
in Nankana Sahib. Upon arrival They were warmly welcomed and 
Pakistan’s Ministry of information and Broadcasting has released 
a song on Kartarpur to promote interfaith harmony. Although 

Sikhs form a small community in Pakistan but their culture and sacred sites are 
taken well care of where ever they are located in Pakistan. Every year hundreds 
of Sikhs come from India to visit Janamasthan of Guru Nanak in Nankana Sahib 
and GurdwaraDarbar Sahib in Sialkot through the Kartarpur corridor, one of the 
Sikhism’s holiest shrines on this side of the fence. Pakistan is home to other huge 
Sikh shrines as well, in Hasan Abdal, Lahore etc. There are also ancient Hindu 
sanctuaries in Sindh’s Thar area, the Hinglajmandir in Balochistan, and Katas Raj 
Temples in Punjab, which draw in visitors from India and elsewhere. Undoubtedly, 
religious tourism can possibly elevate people-to-people contacts in the subcon-
tinent. With Kartarpur, Pakistan has indicated its aims to encourage non-Muslim 
visitors and a more relaxed bilateral visa formula that can help boost religious 
tourism. However, it takes two to tango, and India should likewise respond by 
facilitating limitations on Pakistani visitors needing to pay their respects at revered 
Sufi dargahs on the opposite side of the border. The chill in bilateral relations has 
brought about troubles for Pakistanis wanting to visit the dargah of the revered 
Khawaja of Ajmer, NizamuddinAulia in Delhi, as well as the burial places of other 
Muslim saints on the event of their urs or even otherwise. Pakistan has expanded 
a hand of fellowship by facilitating Indian Sikhs in their interest to effectively get 
to Kartarpur; India should do the same and let Pakistani’s to visit Muslim’s sites 
without hassle.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Germany’s Indo-Pacific Strategy

On September 2nd, 2020; Germany after 
‘40-page guideline’ announcement by 
its Federal Foreign Office on Indo-Pacific 
policy, became the second country in 
the continent of Europe, after France, 
to officially endorse a strategy for the 

relative region. In the press release, the presented set 
of full guideline (the English translation has not ap-
peared yet), describes the strategy as a design which 
let Germany play a dynamic part to shape the inter-
national order in the Indo-Pacific Region. The Foreign 
Minister Heiko Maas was referred as saying in the press 
statement, that the region “is where the shape of the 
international rules-based order of tomorrow will be 
decided. We want to help shape that order—so that it 
is based on rules and international cooperation, not on 
the law of the strong.”The history making guideline of 
Berlin accentuates Germany multiplicity in economic 
partnerships in the Indo-Pacific, security cooperation 
of navy, human rights; and the regional partners are 
not to depend unilaterally. On one hand, the strategy 
grants leniency to economic and geopolitical realm. 
Germany has been exporting goods to Asia since long, 
and it generates huge amounts of revenue to the coun-
try. The economy of Germany is sustained massively by 
the global supply chains. Moreover, the maritime route 
accelerates the shipping of the cars and other goods 

made by Germany to the rapidly growing, rich markets 
of Asia. Hence, the Krauts are required to safeguard 
their interests in the region of Indo-Pacific against the 
increasing incertitude as consequences of domineering 
China and American’s kicking in the teeth tussle. In the 
game of power, Germany appears to have shielded its 
prosperity and security.  On other way around, further 
enhanced collaborations with other nations will give 
Germany, certainly an edge to manage the multiple 
challenges at the global level which are the direct out-
comes of arduous and enthusiast China. For the last 
four years, the region Indo-Pacific has been a platform 
for making and remaking of national policies. Germany 
is on number eight to issue the maritime strategy. It is a 
lengthy document detailing various ministries covering 
top seven important areas. It is focusing on multilater-
alism and advocating NATO to strengthen relationships 
with Korea and Japan. It is a solution-oriented direc-
tion towards a free trade contract among countries 
such as Indonesia and Australia. Furthermore, it sets 
a stage to take initiatives for sustainable infrastruc-
ture in the region. A few of the analysts observe that 
the Deutschland’s  strategy straighten out a new ac-
count as far as China’s domestic human rights policy 
is concerned. One of them brings the point to light as 
it is the rotating EU presidency. The policy could act 
like a harbinger of forthcoming formation of a unified 
European approach to China.In the arena of Indo-
Pacific, if the comparison is made among the recent 
major players, German strategic stream is compliant 
whereas American policy is dominating. The United 
States has preferred its geopolitical engagements to 
its trade deal. Accordingly the American trade proce-
dures have got stuck. The Germans pundits will struc-
ture the prudent deals to win the negotiations for the 

long-craved investment treaty. Hence Germany’s novel 
Indo-Pacific strategy attains a unique status shift in the 
standpoint In order to comprehend Germany’s strategy 
on the region; the only best lens is the other advanced 
economy that pivots as hugely as Germany that is South 
Korea. Trade, undoubtedly, is the critical criterion that 
confines Germany not to make confrontational advance. 
Since 2016, Germany’s paramount partner in overall 
trade, has been, none other than China. Germany’s ex-
port to China is more than half of all EU exports. Many 
of Germany’s flagship brands are particularly depend-
ent on the relationship – nearly half of Volkswagen’s 
revenue comes from China, while petrochemicals 
giant BASF initiated a new 10 billion euro investment 
in China in 2019. Germany’s “change through trade” 
policy may have failed to effect change, but it remains 
profitable.However, Germany has not ignored India 
and ASEAN. The new policy put them at the core of 
it. They have been mentioned more than five tens of 
time in the document. Almost all of the members are 
mentioned umpteen times. Germany’s strategy, in com-
parison with NSP, is combative. Notwithstanding the 
fact, South Korea encircles traditional security aspects 
completely. It does not make climate change and public 
health issues as central as security problems. Whereas 
the German guidelines’ focal point does cover both of 
the kinds- the security and climate change: it assigns a 
full-fledged section to NATO, the EU and bilateral mili-
tary partnerships in the Indo-Pacific. 

Eric Clapton and Van team up for anti-lockdown charity single
BEVERLY HILLS

Eric Clapton and Van Morrison are teaming up 
to release a charity single in protest of Covid-19 
lockdown restrictions and their effect on musi-
cians.The track, Stand and Deliver, is released in 
support of Van’s Save Live Music campaign and will 
raise funds for the Brown Eyed Girl bluesman’s 
Lockdown Financial Hardship Fund, helping musi-
cians who are unable to perform.Van has strongly 
criticised lockdown measures that have halted 
almost all live music in the U.K. since March, and 
Eric has added his voice to the campaign.“There 
are many of us who support Van and his endeav-
ours to save live music; he is an inspiration,” Eric 
said in a statement, backing Van in September. “We 
must stand up and be counted because we need 
to find a way out of this mess. The alternative is 
not worth thinking about. Live music might never 
recover.”Discussing the new track, which he wrote 
and Eric recorded, Van told Variety: “Eric’s record-
ing is fantastic and will clearly resonate with the 
many who share our frustrations.“It is heartbreak-
ing to see so many talented musicians lack any 
meaningful support from the government, but we 
want to reassure them that we are working hard 
every day to lobby for the return of live music, and 
to save our industry.”The new anthem follows a 
collection of protest songs, including one called No 
More Lockdown, that Van released in September, 
alongside a petition calling for the return of live 
music.The U.K. returned to lockdown in November, 
and residents will enter a new strict tiered system 
of local lockdowns from 2 December.

‘Echo Mapping’ in Faraway Galaxies Could 
Measure Vast Cosmic Distances

LONDON
When you look up at the night sky, how do 

you know whether the specks of light that 
you see are bright and far away, or relatively 
faint and close by? One way to find out is to 
compare how much light the object actu-
ally emits with how bright it appears. The 
difference between its true luminosity and 
its apparent brightness reveals an object’s 
distance from the observer. Measuring the 
luminosity of a celestial object is challeng-
ing, especially with black holes, which don’t 
emit light. But the supermassive black holes 
that lie at the center of most galaxies pro-
vide a loophole: They often pull lots of mat-
ter around them, forming hot disks that can 
radiate brightly. Measuring the luminosity 
of a bright disk would allow astronomers 
to gauge the distance to the black hole and 
the galaxy it lives in. Distance measure-
ments not only help scientists create a bet-
ter, three-dimensional map of the universe, 
they can also provide information about 
how and when objects formed.In a new 
study, astronomers used a technique that 
some have nicknamed “echo mapping” to 
measure the luminosity of black hole disks 
in over 500 galaxies. Published last month 
in the Astrophysical Journal, the study adds 
support to the idea that this approach could 

be used to measure the distances between 
Earth and these faraway galaxies.The pro-
cess of echo mapping, also known as rever-
beration mapping, starts when the disk of 
hot plasma (atoms that have lost their elec-
trons) close to the black hole gets brighter, 
sometimes even releasing short flares of vis-
ible light (meaning wavelengths that can be 
seen by the human eye). That light travels 
away from the disk and eventually runs 
into a common feature of most supermas-
sive black hole systems: an enormous cloud 
of dust in the shape of a doughnut (also 
known as a torus). Together, the disk and 
the torus form a sort of bullseye, with the 
accretion disk wrapped tightly around the 
black hole, followed by consecutive rings of 
slightly cooler plasma and gas, and finally 
the dust torus, which makes up the widest, 

England
The world heard how the UK’s Covid vaccine - from 

AstraZeneca and Oxford University - was highly effec-
tive in advanced trials.It gave hope of another new jab to 
fight the pandemic that should be cheaper and easier to 
distribute than the Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna mRNA 
vaccines that announced similarly impressive results just 
days before.But after the jubilation, some negative press 
has followed.On Thursday, multiple news outlets in the 
UK and US reported that there were questions over the 
data. They weren’t about safety, but rather how effective 
the jab is.The questions centre around efficacy levels.
Three were reported from the trial - an overall efficacy 
of 70%, a lower one of 62% and a high of 90%.That’s 
because different doses of the vaccine were mistakenly 
used in the trial. Some volunteers were given shots half 
the planned strength, in error. Yet that “wrong” dose 
turned out to be a winner. Some of the shots were weaker 
than they were designed to be, containing much less of 
the ingredient that is meant to give a person immunity.
The jab is actually two shots, with the second given 
a month after the first as a booster.While most of the 
volunteers in the trial got the correct dose for both of 

their two shots, some didn’t.Regulators were told about 
the error early on and they agreed that the trial could 
continue and more volunteers could be immunised.The 
error had no effect on vaccine safety. About 3,000 par-
ticipants were given the half dose and then a full dose 
four weeks later, and this regime appeared to provide the 
most protection or efficacy in the trial - around 90%.In 
the larger group of nearly 9,000 volunteers, who were 
given two full doses also four weeks apart, efficacy was 
62%.AstraZeneca reported these percentages and also 
said that its vaccine was, on average, 70% effective at 
preventing Covid-19 illness. The figures left some experts 
scratching their head.Prof David Salisbury, immunisation 
expert and associate fellow of the global health program 
at the Chatham House think tank, said: “You’ve taken two 
studies for which different doses were used and come 
up with a composite that doesn’t represent either of 
the doses. I think many people are having trouble with 
that.″ AstraZeneca stressed that the data are preliminary, 
rather than full and final - which is true for the reported 
Pfizer and Moderna jab results too. It is science by press 
release. When they can, all of the companies will publish 
full results in medical journals for public scrutiny.And 

they are submitting full data to regulators to apply for 
emergency approval so that countries can start using 
these three different vaccines to immunise whole popu-
lations. The US regulator, called the FDA, have said any 
Covid vaccine needs to be at least 50% effective to be 
useful in fighting the pandemic.Even if you take the low-
est figure of effectiveness for the AstraZeneca jab, it still 
passes that benchmark.The efficacy analysis was based 
on 131 cases of Covid-19 that occurred in the study par-
ticipants: The Oxford researchers are investigating why 
the weaker dose followed by a full one appeared to work 
better than two full ones. One idea is that a low then 
high dose shot may be a better mimic of a coronavirus 
infection and lead to a better immune response.But it 
is possible that the volunteers who got the half doses 
are somewhat different to those who got two big shots. 
Moncef Slaoui, the scientific head of the US’s Operation 
Warp Speed - the programme to supply America with 
vaccines - told US reporters that the half-dose group only 
included people younger than 55. Since age is the big-
gest risk factor for getting seriously ill with Covid-19, a 
vaccine that protects the elderly is extremely important.

Oxford/AstraZeneca Covid vaccine ‘dose error’ explained

November-30-1989

D Richard Mallory, a storeowner in Palm 
Harbor, Florida, is last seen taking a 
ride with Aileen Wuornos. The fol-
lowing day, his car—containing his 
wallet, some condoms, and an empty 
vodka bottle—was found abandoned 

in a remote area of Ormond Beach. Nearly two weeks 
later, his body turned up in a Daytona Beach junk-
yard with three bullets in his chest. Mallory’s murder 
was the first of seven committed by Aileen Wuornos 
over the next year. Perhaps because she was one of 
the few women killers to gain widespread fame and 
notoriety, she was inaccurately dubbed “America’s 
first female serial killer.” Her case was heavily publi-
cized through television talk show appearances and 
a documentary, The Selling of a Serial Killer.Wuornos 
had been the victim of abuse and neglect herself. Her 
parents split before she was born and her father, who 
had been arrested for child molesting, killed himself 
while awaiting trial in a mental institution. When her 
mother abandoned her at a young age, Aileen was 
sent to live with her grandparents. But she was kicked 
out of their home when she got pregnant at age 14. 
From 1974 to 1976, Wuornos operated under several 
aliases and amassed an arrest record for offenses in-

cluding drunk driving, assault and armed robbery. 
In 1986, she became romantically and criminally 
involved with a woman named Tyria Moore.In late 
1989, Wuornos began her infamous killing spree. Five 
months after Richard Mallory was killed, David Spears 
was found dead, shot six times with a .22 caliber gun 
in the woods of Citrus County. At around the same 
time, another male body turned up nearby that ap-

peared to have been killed with the same type of gun. 
Three additional men met the same demise during the 
summer of 1990. When the seventh victim was found 
in November, the media was alerted to the possibility 
of a serial killer. After receiving several tips, detec-
tives caught Wuornos in a seedy biker bar in January 
1991. With Moore assisting police, Wuornos decided 
to confess to the killings but claimed that they had all 

Female serial killer strikes in Florida
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Blake, Ryan give 
$500,000 to help youth 

NEWYORK
Ryan Reynolds and Blake Lively are giving back as 
the holiday season kicks off, which has inspired 
some other celebrities to do good for their com-
munities, too. The couple is donating $250,000 
to Covenant House Vancouver and $250,000 to 
Covenant House Toronto to help the organization 
support at-risk, homeless and trafficked youth 
across Canada. The Covenant House, which has 
been operating for more than 40 years, accord-
ing to its website, has “helped transform and 
save the lives” of more than 1 million runaway, 
trafficked and homeless young people. It reaches 
approximately 74,000 youth on a yearly basis.
In a blog post featuring the news Wednesday, 
Kristy Hayter of Covenant House Vancouver 
wrote that their donation “an incredible act of 
kindness and philanthropy.” “Ryan and Blake 
truly understand that young people who are 
facing homelessness deserve unconditional love 
and absolute respect,” Krista Thompson, CEO of 
Covenant House Vancouver, wrote. Reynolds, who 
is from Canada, has been “a long-time friend” to 
the organization, according to the post. “Covenant 
House provides love, hope and stability for at-risk 
youth who’ve fled physical, emotional and sexual 
abuse,” Reynolds is quoted in the post. “They do 
the work of heroes.

”John thanks fans on first 
Thanksgiving as a widower

NEW YORK
Tohn Travolta has thanked fans for their un-
wavering support as he celebrates his first 
Thanksgiving since the passing of his late wife, 
Kelly Preston.The Jerry Maguire actress died in 
July, aged 57, after a two-year battle with breast 
cancer, leaving behind her spouse of 28 years, 
who took to Instagram on Thursday to give 
thanks.“I just wanted to take this moment to 
thank each and every one of you for support-
ing me in such an incredible way this year,” John 
said in a video published on the picture-sharing 
site. “Happy Thanksgiving and always love.”The 
latest post came days after John took to social 
media to mark son Benjamin’s 10th birthday 
with a touching dedication and rare photo on 
Tuesday.“Happy 10th birthday my wonderful 
Ben! I love you!” Travolta captioned a shot of 
the pair.The Saturday Night Fever star confirmed 
the sad news of his wife’s death via Instagram 
in July, telling fans: “It is with a very heavy heart 
that I inform you that my beautiful wife Kelly has 
lost her two-year battle with breast cancer. She 
fought a courageous fight with the love and sup-
port of so many.VoM

Kaley Cuoco loses rescue dog

LONDON
Kaley Cuoco has been dealt a little heart-
ache as she launches her new HBO Max se-
ries - her pet dog has died.The former Big 
Bang Theory star and her husband, Karl 
Cook, have paid tribute to Petunia, who 
died earlier this week.“We love you dear 
special Petunia!!!!!” the actress wrote via 
her Instagram Story. “You are the reason 
we continue to save dogs just like you. And 
we will never stop.”Cook also posted multi-
ple photos of Petunia, adding: “We did what 
we adopted petunia to do better than any-
one else, give her everything. She is resting 
at peace, with everyday’s sunset to warm 
her. That is what matters most. Petunia it 
is not the amount of time together, but it’s 
affects (sic) on the soul. You affected eve-
ryone who met you.“You’re forever my old 
lady I miss you so much already, sleep my 
sweet angel.”Petunia was one of the couple’s 
menagerie of animals - Karl and Kaley have 
more dogs, rabbits, horses, and a goat.The 
dog’s death comes as Cuoco’s new comedy 
drama The Flight Attendant, in which she 
plays a functioning drunk on the run from a 
murder rap, debuts.VoM

Bureau Reuter
LOS ANGELES

Mike Tyson showed glimpses of his 
destructive prime Saturday night dur-
ing the 54-year-old boxing icon’s re-
turn to the ring for a lively exhibition 
bout with 51-year-old Roy Jones Jr.
Both fighters had impressive moments 
during a fight that was unofficially 
ruled a draw by the WBC judges at 
ringside. Tyson and Jones fought eight 
two-minute rounds, and both emerged 
smiling and apparently healthy from a 
highly unusual event at Staples Center.
“This is better than fighting for cham-

pionships,” Tyson said of the heavy-
weight exhibition, which raised money 
for various charities. “We’re humanitar-
ians now. We can do something good for 
the world. We’ve got to do this again.”
The former heavyweight champion 
of the world’s return to the ring after 
a 15-year absence attracted interna-
tional attention, and Iron Mike did his 
best to show the form that made him a 
legend to a generation of boxing fans. 
Tyson tagged Jones with body shots 
and a handful of head punches during 
a bout that was required to be a fairly 
safe glorious sparring session by the 
California State Athletic Commission.
“The body shots definitely took a 
toll,” said Jones, the former four-di-
vision world champion widely con-
sidered the most skilled boxer of his 
generation. “It’s something to take the 
punches that Mike throws. I’m cool 
with a draw. Maybe we can do it again.”

Jones walked to the ring with gloves and 
trunks honoring Lakers legend Kobe 
Bryant, while Tyson wore his signature 
all-black trunks. After the traditional 
pre-fight pomp and an introduction by 
Michael Buffer, the 50-something champi-
ons both came out throwing punches that 
evoked echoes of their glorious primes.
They also tied up frequently on the in-
side, and their occasionally labored 
breathing could be heard on the 
microphones in the empty arena.
Hip hop star Snoop Dogg’s witty televi-
sion commentary was among the loud-
est noises inside Staples, and he had a 
handful of zingers: “This is like two of 
my uncles fighting at the barbecue!”
Tyson and Jones were the headliners 
in the most improbable pay-per-view 
boxing event in years, engineered by 
social networking app Triller and fea-
turing fights interspersed with hip 
hop performances in an empty arena

Staff Report
New Zealand

Steve Smith was at his imperious best 
as he scored a second successive 62-ball 
century to drive Australia to a 51-run 
victory over India at the Sydney Cricket 
Ground on Sunday, sealing the one-
day series 2-0 with a match to spare.
The clash, almost a carbon copy of 
Australia s 66-run win in Friday s 
match at the same ground, was soured 
for the home fans by an injury to David 
Warner which may rule him out of 
the test series around the new year.
Warner had scored a bright 83 in an 
opening partnership of 142 with his 
skipper Aaron Finch (60) as Australia 
made light of the stifling afternoon 
conditions to pile on a massive 389 for 
four.Four overs into India s reply after a 
southerly wind had brought a dramatic 
drop in temperatures, however, Warner 
injured his adductor while fielding 

and had to be helped off the field.
The 34-year-old opener was taken to 
hospital for scans, and Australia will 
be sweating over the results with the 
start of the test series 18 days away.
His team mates wrapped up the match 
comfortably enough despite a fine 
innings of 89 from Virat Kohli and 
a 72 from wicketkeeper KL Rahul 
as India limped to 338 for nine.
“I felt good from ball one and was 
really able to go hard,” said Man 
of the Match Smith. “Nice to score 
some runs for the team and get 
a good total. Nice performance.”
India s openers were dismissed 
in successive overs with only 60 
runs on the board before skipper 
Kohli took charge and put together 
partnerships of 93 with Shreyas 
Iyer (38) and 72 with Rahul.
Once the skipper departed to a flying 
catch by Moises Henriques off Josh 

Hazlewood, Rahul took up the mantle 
to keep alive Indian hopes that they 
might just pull off their biggest ever 
successful run chase in one-dayers.
Rahul thumped five sixes in a pug-
nacious innings before holing out in 
the deep off spinner Adam Zampa.
“Completely outplayed,” said Kohli. 
“With the ball we were not that ef-
fective, we just didn t hit the areas 
we wanted to that effectively. The 
chase always felt a bit too steep.”

KSE-100 index gains 620 points as 
investor sentiment improves

Bureau Report
ISLAMABAD

The Pakistan stock market bounced back 
from the bearish spell of the past week as op-
timism over progress in vaccines rejuvenated 
investors’ interest. The KSE-100 index soared 
620 points or 1.5% in the outgoing week as 
it powered past the 40,000 levels.The global 
equity markets advanced as news of progress 
made by vaccines, spurred hopes for a faster 
economic recovery. The development also 
fuelled a rally in international oil prices, thus 
prompting a buying spree in index-heavy oil 
stocks. Additionally, the central bank’s decision 
to maintain interest rate at 7% for the next two 
months also boosted investors’ confidence, 
although status quo was largely anticipated 
by market participants.The week kicked-off 
trading on a negative note as the index wit-
nessed heavy selling due to speculation over 
the monetary policy announcement, coupled 
with concern over rising coronavirus cases. 
Multiple negative triggers including a sell-off 
in global equity markets, government’s meas-
ures to contain the spread of Covid-19 as well 
as rupee depreciation also sparked hefty sell-
ing by investors.The trend reversed on Tuesday 
as the index turned bullish following the mon-

etary policy announcement. Additionally, the 
international oil prices climbed to near pre-
Covid levels, which acted as a positive trigger 
and enticed investors to accumulate oil sector 
stocks. Consequently, both oil-related sectors 
at the Pakistan bourse closed the session en-
tirely in the green.Bulls dominated the bourse 
for another two sessions as rally in E&P sec-
tor and a significant recovery in rupee against 
the US dollar helped the index finish in green. 
The oil sector continued to drive the market 
as bull-run in global markets further encour-
aged investment in local scrips.Unfortunately, 
the momentum could not be sustained and the 
index succumbed to selling pressure on the last 
trading day of the week. Market participants 
were discouraged by the uncertainty in global 
oil markets as crude prices remained mixed 
ahead of an OPEC+ meeting early next week.
During the week, the average traded volume in 
benchmark stood at 172 million shares, while 
the average value stood at Rs8.32 billion, ac-
cording to an Aba Ali Habib report.The heavy-
weight oil & gas exploration companies was 
one of the highest gainers this week, closing 
up 6.9% week-on-week, on account of higher 
international oil prices and news sources citing 
recommendations of dividend based formula 
to be used to clear the outstanding circular 
debt.Other sectors that contributed to the rally 

were technology & communication (+8.0%), 
vanaspati & allied industries (+7.3%) and au-
tomobile parts & accessories (+3.1%).Among 
market participants’ foreigners remained net 
sellers during the week amounting to $9.26 
million, primarily contributed by corporates 
amounting to $9.87 million. On the other hand, 
local investors remained net buyers amounting 
to $9.26 million, mainly contributed individu-
als ($2.61 million), companies ($3.38 million) 
and insurance ($2.91 million). While the bro-
kers remained net buyers with the amount of 
$0.65 million.Other key news during the week 
were State Bank of Pakistan’s forex reserves in-
creased to $13.4 billion on government official 
inflows, PM rules out shutdown of factories & 
businesses and banking sector’s spread jumped 
8bps month-on-month in October.

Bureau Report
NEW YORK

After months of slumping sales and businesses 
toppling into bankruptcy, Black Friday is of-
fering a small beacon of hope.In normal times, 
Black Friday is the busiest shopping day of the 
year, drawing millions of shoppers eager to get 
started on their holiday spending.But these are 
not normal times: The economy is tanking and 
crowds are expected to be dramatically dimin-
ished as coronavirus cases spike and shoppers 
do more of their purchases online.Many retail-
ers closed their doors on Thanksgiving Day but 
are beefing up their safety protocols to reassure 

wary customers that they can still come back 
the next day.For those who can’t be reassured, 
stores are moving their doorbuster deals online 
and ramping up curbside pickup options as a last 
grasp at sales before the year ends and they head 
into the dark days of winter with the pandemic 
still raging.“Black Friday is still critical,” said 
Neil Saunders, managing director of GlobalData 
Retail. “No retailer wants it to be tarnished. It’s 
still vital to get their consumers spending and 
get consumers into the holiday mood.” The US 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has 
labeled shopping in crowded stores during the 
holidays a “higher risk” activity and says that 
people should limit any in-person shopping, 
including at supermarkets.Instead, the health 
agency recommends shopping online, visiting 
outdoor markets or using curbside pickup, where 
workers bring orders to you in the parking lot.
The day after Thanksgiving has been losing its 
luster as the unofficial start to the holiday shop-
ping season for the past several years, with more 
stores were offering holiday discounts throughout 
the month. Still, Black Friday has remained the 

busiest day of the year, according to ShopperTrak, 
and is expected to hold that title again this year. 
There is reason for hope. Retailers were suc-
cessful in convincing shoppers to spend early 
by pushing big discounts in mid-October. And 
shoppers have shown their willingness to spend 
for other holidays such as Easter and Halloween.
The National Retail Federation, the nation’s larg-
est retail trade group, has taken an optimistic 
view, predicting that shoppers will be looking 
for reasons to celebrate.The trade group expects 
sales for the November and December period to 
increase between 3.6 percent and 5.2 percent 
over 2019 compared with a 4 percent increase 
the year before. Holiday sales have averaged gains 
of 3.5 percent over the past five years. “After all 
they’ve been through, we think there’s going to 
be a psychological factor that they owe it to them-
selves and their families to have a better-than-
normal holiday,” said NRF Chief Economist Jack 
Kleinhenz. “There are risks to the economy if the 
virus continues to spread, but as long as consum-
ers remain confident and upbeat, they will spend 
for the holiday season.”

Black Friday offers beacon of hope to struggling stores

Bahrain signs 
$2.7bn in new ten-

ders during first nine 
months

Bureaau Report
DUBAI

Bahrain awarded 1,022 gov-
ernment tenders in the first nine 
months of 2020, worth a total of 
$2.7 billion, with the oil sector tak-
ing the lion’s share, according to 
official figures released on Sunday.
According to Bahrain’s Tender 
Board, the Kingdom’s government 
procurement regulator, the oil 
sector accounted for 134 tenders 
worth $733.8 million, followed by 
the construction and engineering 
industry (162 tenders, $704.8 mil-
lion), aviation sector (143 tenders, 
$501.3 million) and materials and 
equipment sector (231 tenders, 
$471.5 million).While the services 
sector trailed near the end with 
$256 million of contracts, it had 
the highest volume of deals on 
offer, with 361 tenders over the 
same period. The Tender Board 
also revealed the largest purchas-
ing authorities, led by Tatweer 
Petroleum with $711.7 million 
of contracts, followed by Gulf Air 
($488 million) and the Electricity 
& Water Authority ($343.6 mil-
lion).Commenting on the new data, 
Sheikh Nayef bin Khalid Al-Khalifa, 
chairman of the Tender Board, said: 
“This robust performance is indica-
tive of Bahrain’s commitment and 
ability to remain open for business 
even in times of crisis. Of particular 
note is the consistently high value of 
contracts in the kingdom’s thriving 
construction .

Bureau Report
Dubai

Islamic banking is gaining traction in 
the UAE in terms of progress, penetra-
tion and perception according to the lat-
est Islamic Banking Index of the Emirates 
Islamic.“Despite the current pandemic situ-
ation that has affected Islamic and conven-
tional finance markets in the short term, 
we expect strong growth in the Islamic 
Finance market to continue to increase,” 
said Wasim Saifi, Deputy CEO-Consumer 
Banking and Wealth Management at 
Emirates Islamic.The share of the Islamic 
banks’ assets to total assets in the UAE has 
increased from 17.3 per cent in 2013 to 
18.8 per cent as at June 2020, indicating 
increased prominence of Islamic banks and 
demand for Islamic finance. As a fallout of 
2020’s global economic downturn due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, this year’s edition 
of the Index demonstrates a small reduc-
tion in the overall penetration of both con-
ventional and Islamic products compared 
with 2019.The overall penetration of both 
conventional and Islamic banking in 2020 
has seen a small reduction, falling from 60 

last year to 58 per cent for Islamic banking 
products and from 65 per cent to 64 per 
cent for conventional banking as compared 
to 2019. Over the long run, the penetration 
of Islamic banking products has increased 
gradually from 47 per cent to 58 per cent 
since 2015, while conventional banking 
products have seen a reduction from 70 per 
cent to 64 per cent over the years.The over-
all penetration of Islamic finance products 
among Muslim respondents was consist-
ent, 70 per cent in 2019 and 69 per cent in 
2020.Islamic banking remains on the rise 
in the UAE - three out of five respondents 
now have at least one Sharia compliant 
product – 60 per cent - up from 55 per cent 
in 2018.Post-pandemic market recovery 
and the growth in promising Islamic sec-
tors such as Halal food, halal treatments 
and cosmetics, conservative fashion is ex-
pected to continue to create demand for 
Islamic finance. The UAE is working on a 
number of initiative to support the growth 
of Islamic finance in the country. The UAE 
Ministry of Finance announced the launch 
of a new initiative to create a “unified 
global legal and legislative framework” for 

the Islamic finance sector. The initiative 
will enable Islamic economic activity and 
meet demand for greater standardisation 
within the sector.DIFC has been investing 
heavily into fintech to spur the growth of 
the Islamic finance industry. The FinTech 
Hive accelerator also partners with special-
ist organisations which include the Dubai 
Islamic Economy Development Centre 
(DIEDC) and various Islamic banks. DIEDC 
collaborated with DIFC, Dubai Financial 
Market, and the Climate Bonds Initiative 
to Grow Green Sukuk Market.

Islamic banking gains prominence in the UAE

Bureau Report
BUENOS AIRES:

Jurgen Klopp launched into a furious tirade about Liverpool’s 
fixture schedule after Pascal Gross’s controversial late penalty 
rescued a dramatic 1-1 draw for Brighton at the Amex Stadium 
on Saturday.Klopp’s side took the lead through Diogo Jota’s second 
half strike after Brighton’s Neal Maupay had missed a penalty in 
the first half.But Liverpool were stunned in stoppage time when 
Andrew Robertson’s challenge on Danny Welbeck was ruled a 
penalty after Stuart Attwell used VAR to overturn his initial deci-
sion.Gross converted from the spot, leaving Klopp sarcastically 
applauding the officials at the end of a disappointing week for 
Liverpool after their shock Champions League defeat at home to 
Atalanta.Liverpool captain Jordan Henderson claimed Welbeck 
told him it was not a penalty, but Klopp would not take the bait 
when asked if he disagreed with the decision.“You try to create 
again, on my cost, a headline, because that’s how it is. If I say now 
it was not ... the ref whistled it,” Klopp said in a fractious exchange 
with a BT Sport interviewer.“Don’t look like this, you try, always, all 
the time. Today I say it was a penalty, you are not happy with that 
answer, so keep your answers to yourself.”Liverpool went back to 
the top of the table as a result of their draw, but the champions 
are just one point ahead of previous leaders Tottenham.Tottenham 
would regain pole position if they avoid defeat at Chelsea on 
Sunday, while the Blues will go top if they win the London derby.
It was one of those days for Liverpool, who also saw goals correctly 
disallowed by VAR for offside against Mohamed Salah and Sadio 
Mane.There was more bad news for injury-ravaged Liverpool as 
James Milner was forced off in the second half.Milner’s injury 
provoked Klopp’s rant during his post-match interview as he re-
peated his recent complaints about Liverpool featuring in the early 
Saturday match after playing in the Champions League just three 
days earlier.Asked if Milner had a hamstring problem, Klopp took 
aim at television schedulers and Sheffield United manager Chris 
Wilder, who has criticized his counterpart over his desire to allow 
five substitutions instead of the current three.

PSX bounces back on recovery hopes

Mike Tyson returns to ring with exhibition bout against Roy 

Liverpool frustrated by VAR as 
Brighton snatch late equalizer

Warner injured, Smith shines as Australia seal series
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NEW YORK
As U.S. stocks scale fresh record highs, in-
vestors are trying to gauge whether next 
year’s projected profit rebound will be 
strong enough to add fuel to the rally. Ana-
lysts are projecting that earnings for S&P 
500 companies will rise 23% next year 
after falling more than 15% this year due 
to the coronavirus pandemic, according to 
IBES data from Refinitiv. Yet stock prices 
have already staged a massive recovery 
from the March lows of the pandemic, 
with the S&P 500 index rising more than 
60% from its bottom to its recent record 
highs amid progress toward a COVID-19 
vaccine and hopes for a speedy economic 
recovery. The S&P 500 is trading at 23 
times expected earnings for the next four 
quarters, only slightly lower than its June 
peak of 25 times expected earnings - its 
highest in roughly two decades. Those 
multiples are well above the long-term 
average of about 15, based on Refinitiv’s 
data. The sharp run-up in U.S. shares 
since March against a backdrop of still-
weak earnings has driven up valuations. 
Indeed, U.S. stocks have climbed despite 
another surge in virus cases across the 
country as well as a slight deterioration in 
profit projections for next year. S&P 500 

earnings growth estimates for 2021 have 
weakened from 28% on Oct. 1 to 22.5% 
as of Friday, based on Refinitiv’s data. “A 
disconnect is starting to occur,” said Nick 
Raich, chief executive of The Earnings 
Scout, an independent research firm. “So 
one of two things have to happen. Either 
estimates have to catch up with price, or 
price will have to come down if we don’t 
see a compensatory rise in earnings ex-
pectations.” Longer lockdowns because 
of the virus are among the reasons the 
near-term risk for stocks is “skewed to 
the downside,” Savita Subramanian, head 
of U.S. equity and quantitative strategy 
and global head of ESG research for BofA 
Global Research, wrote in her 2021 out-
look report last week.Some strategists 
argue that consensus estimates for next 
year underestimate the rebound that is 
likely to take place in earnings. “There was 

a great sense of just surviving,” said Jim 
Paulsen, chief investment strategist at The 
Leuthold Group in Minneapolis, resulting 
in corporations cutting operations “down 
to the nubs.” “If you bring back growth, 
we’ll have more of that fall to the bottom 
line than ever before,” he said.  With re-
sults in from 97% of companies, the S&P 
500 looks set to post just a 6.5% decline 
in third-quarter earnings, a vast improve-
ment over the 21% fall that had been pro-
jected on Oct. 1, based on Refinitiv’s data. 
Fourth-quarter earnings are projected 
to decline 11%, versus the 13.6% drop 
forecast on Oct. 1. Still, a lot depends on 
the timing of the rollout of a COVID-19 
vaccine, analysts said, since that will de-
termine how fast normal business activity 
can resume. The most economically-sen-
sitive sectors are expected to see the big-
gest year-over-year profit growth in 2021. 
Analysts expect energy earnings to jump 
nearly 600% in 2021, while they project 
industrial earnings to climb 79%, based 
on Refinitiv’s data. Investors are also wait-
ing to see if President-elect Joe Biden’s 
policies will be market-friendly. Biden has 
floated the possibility of tax hikes, which 
could restrain earnings growth. Reuters

Protracted violence escalates in 
Afghanistan

KABUL   
The United States has closed at least 10 
bases across Afghanistan since the signing 
of a deal with the Taliban in February, ac-
cording to Afghan and U.S. officials, part of 
a drawdown process so murky that many 
here say they are uncertain of what’s to 
come despite a fast-approaching deadline. 
The base closures are part of the complete 
withdrawal of U.S. troops from Afghani-
stan outlined in the deal. An Afghan official 
and a U.S. official confirmed the closure 
of the bases, several of which were previ-
ously unreported. The officials, like others 
in this report, spoke on the condition of 
anonymity to discuss the sensitive topic. 
Little is known about what remains of 
those bases, many in Afghanistan’s most 
volatile provinces where U.S. support for 
Afghan operations has been critical in 
pushing back the Taliban. Some have been 
completely handed over to Afghan secu-
rity forces. Others may have been vacated 
and left in place in a way in which they 
could be occupied again in the future if U.S. 
and Afghan officials consider it necessary. 
It is also unclear how much equipment — 
more difficult to move than people — is left 
at each of the closed installations. In inter-

views, half a dozen former and current U.S. 
and Afghan officials said uncertainty still 
surrounds the plans to bring down troop 
numbers from roughly 5,000 to 2,500 
by Jan. 15, days before President Trump 
leaves office. The abrupt announcement 
of the drawdown last week has forced 
decision-making on a shortened timeline. 
The Taliban is on the offensive. Keeping 
the militants at bay: U.S. airstrikes, even as 
bases close and troops leave. A second U.S. 
official familiar with ongoing discussions 
around the drawdown said details are still 
being worked through on what equipment 
— ranging from spare vehicle parts to am-
munition — needs to be sent back to the 
United States and what can be turned over 
to the Afghan government. Members of the 
U.S. military walk to a meeting with then-
U.S. Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel in 
December 2014 at Forward Operating 

Base Gamberi in Laghman province. Mem-
bers of the U.S. military walk to a meeting 
with then-U.S. Secretary of Defense Chuck 
Hagel in December 2014 at Forward Oper-
ating Base Gamberi in Laghman province. 
(Mark Wilson/Getty Images) Despite the 
drawdown in people and equipment, the 
second U.S. official said, the United States 
will retain the ability to carry out airstrikes 
against the Taliban in defense of Afghan 
forces. U.S. troops will also remain able to 
carry out some counterterrorism strikes 
against the Islamic State, the official said. 
A third U.S. official with knowledge of on-
going discussions said that a number of 
significant decisions are to be made or fi-
nalized over the next two weeks, including 
which other bases will close, what equip-
ment will be turned over to the Afghan 
government, and how U.S. equipment will 
be ticketed to leave. The decisions will 
be made in consultation with both NATO 
allies and Afghan partners, the official 
said. The U.S. drawdown announcement 
prompted a warning from NATO Secre-
tary General Jens Stoltenberg, who said an 
abrupt departure risks allowing Afghani-
stan to become a haven for terrorists. “We 
went into Afghanistan together. And when 
the time is right, we should leave together 
in a coordinated and orderly way,” he said 
Nov. 17. Reuters

UNITED NATIONS
A United Nations spokesman on Friday called 
for exercising restraint and avoiding escala-
tion in the Middle East region following the 
assassination of top Iranian nuclear scientist 
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh. “We have noted the 
reports that an Iranian nuclear scientist has 
been assassinated near Tehran today. We urge 
restraint and the need to avoid any actions 
that could lead to an escalation of tensions in 
the region,” Farhan Haq, deputy spokesman 
for UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, 
said when responding to a question related 
to the assassination. In a letter to Guterres 
and Inga Rhonda King, president of the Secu-
rity Council for the month of November, Iran’s 
permanent representative to the United Na-
tions Majid Takht Ravanchi expressed strong 
condemnation against the “criminal assassi-
nation” of its nuclear scientist. He added Iran 
“expects the secretary-general of the United 
Nations and the Security Council to strongly 
condemn this inhumane terrorist act and take 
necessary measures against its perpetrators.” 
Takht Ravanchi noted in the letter that “one 
of the latest services of Martyr Fakhrizadeh 
was his outstanding role in the development 
of the first indigenous COVID-19 Test Kit, 

which is a great contribution to our national 
efforts in curbing the COVID-19 pandemic at 
a time when Iran is under inhumane sanc-
tions of the United States, strictly preventing 
our access to humanitarian goods includ-
ing medicines and medical equipment.” “He 
was also supervising the development of a 
COVID-19 vaccine,” the Iranian ambassador 
added. Takht Ravanchi elaborated that over 
the current decade, “several top Iranian scien-
tists have been targeted and assassinated in 
terrorist attacks and our firm evidence clearly 
indicates that certain foreign quarters have 
been behind such assassinations.” “The cow-
ardly assassination of Martyr Fakhrizadeh 
-- with serious indications of Israeli respon-
sibility in it -- is another desperate attempt 
to wreak havoc on our region as well as to 
disrupt Iran’s scientific and technological 
development,” he said. “Warning against any 
adventuristic measures by the United States 
and Israel against my country, particularly 
during the remaining period of the current 
administration of the United States in office, 
the Islamic Republic of Iran reserves its rights 
to take all necessary measures to defend its 
people and secure its interests,” he said. APP

Sikh, Minorities Enjoying Freedom in 
Pakistan: PSGPC President

ISLAMABAD
The three-day celebrations of the 551st birth anniversary 
of Baba Guru Nanak have begun in Nankana Sahib. Over 
600 Sikh pilgrims have arrived from India through the 
Wagah border to participate in the celebrations. The main 
ceremony of the celebration will be held at Gurdwara Jana-
masthan in Nankana Sahib tomorrow, which will end after 
the Nagar Kirtan procession followed by the Bhog ritual 
at night. Various departments have already completed 
necessary arrangements, including security, accommoda-
tion, food, healthcare and transport, to facilitate the Sikh 
pilgrims. Every year, more than 2,000 Sikhs come to Paki-
stan to participate in the birth anniversary celebrations 
of Guru Nanak Dev. However, the number has reduced 
this year due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Meanwhile, the 
Head Granthi of Gurdwara Janamasthan, Sardar Janam 
Singh, has demanded of the United Nations to take notice 
of Kartarpur Corridor closure by India. In a statement, he 
said Pakistan opened the corridor on the 550th birth an-
niversary of Baba Guru Nanak as a gift to the Sikh com-
munity but India has closed it. Sardar Janam Singh said 
the United Nations must ensure implementation of the 
agreement reached on the corridor. Pakistan Sikh Gurd-
wara Parbandhak Committee (PSGPC) President Sardar 

Satwant Singh said that Sikh community and other minori-
ties were living in the country like that of majority without 
any discrimination. Talking to APP on Sunday, he said the 
present government had provided extraordinary facilities 
to the Sikh community and one of the most sacred place 
for Sikhs, Darbar Sahib Kartarpur had been developed 
according to its status. He said all sacred places of Sikhs 
like Darbar Sahib Nankana Sahib, Darbar Sahib Panja 
Sahib and other places had not only been beautified but 
also improved to their original status. Satwant Singh said 
that on the eve of 550th birth anniversary of Founder of 
Sikh Religion, Baba Ji Guru Nanak Sahib, the government 
gifted the Sikh community with Kartarpur Corridor and 
marvelous arrangements had been made for Sikh yatrees 
who had come to participate in the birth anniversary. VoM

China extends cooperation for 
Gwadar port’s greater role 
in the regional multilateral 

trade: Lijian Zhao

ISLAMABAD
Dr. Barrister Muhammad Farogh Naseem, the Fed-
eral Law Minister discussed a proposal with Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, to promulgate an Ordinance 
to prescribe the right of parents to evict the chil-
dren and their spouses and protect rights of the 
parents, living with their children. He told him that 
while the federal government was doing all that 
it could for the weaker segments of the society, an 
Ordinance may be promulgated which should fo-
cus on 3 things. Firstly, it should restrain children 
from evicting their parents from their homes if 
such houses are owned by the children. Secondly, 
if the houses are owned by the parents, the parents 
should have the right to evict the children and their 
spouses through simple procedures i.e. within 10 
days through police/district management interven-
tion. Thirdly, if the houses were constructed with 
the funds of the parents or grandparents, but were 
in the names of the children, some remedy was to 
be provided to the parents till such time they were 
alive. While presenting this proposal Dr. Farogh Nas-
eem also told the Prime Minister that if such an Or-
dinance were promulgated it would earn the Prime 
Minister, Law Minister, the entire cabinet. VoM

Pakistan’s transshipment policy 
activates int’l transit at Gwadar

ISLAMABAD  
Pakistan’s improved transshipment policy 
had resulted in the beginning of international 
transit activities on Pakistani ports particularly 
Gwadar Port. According to a report published 
by Gwadar Pro on Friday, the change of policies 
by the government regarding transshipment 
helped Gwadar Port become more functional. 
As a result of new policies, 200 tons of first 
fish cargo was transshipped to China. Under 
the special directives of Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) took 
initiative to kickstart this operation at Gwadar 
Port. In his recent tweet, Adviser to Prime 
Minister for Commerce and Investment Abdul 
Razak Dawood said, the Ministry of Commerce, 
Pakistan Customs have successfully handled 
the first fish cargo to be trans-shipped to 
China. This was a trial run handling 200 MT 
of fish catch. The fish has been trans-shipped 
in 8 reefer containers. This will hopefully 
be the encouraging beginning of our trans-
shipment policy & will increase Gwadar Port 
operations, he added. A dedicated Directorate 
of Transit Trade has also been established at 
Gwadar to work closely with the stakeholders 
and transform Gwadar into a transit trade hub. 
To encourage and facilitate this further the 
rules were amended to facilitate free flows 
of containers. As a result of this proactive 
approach and support of all stakeholders, 
in the coming days, more vessels containing 
international cargo including LPG, steel pipes 
and DAP fertilizer for transit to Afghanistan 
are scheduled to arrive at Gwadar Port. In a 
statement by FBR, Gwadar is all set to become 
the hub of International Transshipment 
and will help the country in earning much 
needed foreign exchange in the future. This 
successful international transshipment will 
open new avenues of economic development 
for the country and is a testament to our 
readiness for international business. Chinese 
Foreign Ministry’s Spokesperson Lijian Zhao 
also expressed his pleasure over the start of 
international transit activities at the port. He 
said, “We are glad to see the new progress. We 
support the Gwadar port’s greater role in the 
regional cooperation on trade and goods.” VoM

ISLAMABAD   
The OIC Council of Foreign Ministers at its 47th 
session in Niamey, Niger has adopted a resolu-
tion reaffirming its strong support for Kashmir 
cause. The OIC categorically rejected illegal and 
unilateral actions taken by India since 5 August 
2019 to change the internationally recognized 
disputed status of the Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK), and demanded 
that India rescind its illegal steps.  In a compre-
hensive and strongly worded Resolution, the 
OIC demanded India to cancel the issuance of 
domicile certificates to non-Kashmiris and re-
voke all unilateral and illegal actions in IIOJK, 
while refraining from taking any step to alter 
the existing demographic structure of the dis-
puted territory. Also rejecting policies being 
pursued by the RSS-BJP regime, the 57 coun-
tries of the OIC asked India to refrain from tak-
ing any steps to alter the existing demographic 
structure of the disputed territory.  The resolu-
tion strongly condemned  human rights viola-
tions perpetrated by Indian occupation forces 
in IIOJK and other such instances of Indian ter-
rorism that have been the source of unspeak-
able suffering for the innocent Kashmiri people. 

It deplored the state-sponsored terrorism and 
crimes against humanity by Indian occupation 
forces against people of IIOJK. The resolution 
denounced the renewed use of pellet guns by 
Indian occupation forces against innocent civil-
ians and the harassment of Kashmir women by 
Indian forces. The OIC deplored that India has 
callously exploited the current COVID-19 crisis 
to intensify its military crackdown and further 
advance its unlawful occupation in IIOJK. The 
OIC urged India to adhere to its international 
human rights obligations and allow the OIC 
Special Representative on Jammu and Kashmir 
and the OIC Fact-finding Mission to visit IIOJK. 
It urged India to implement recommendations 
of the two Reports of the UN High Commission-
er for Human Rights on Jammu & Kashmir. The 
resolution also urged international community 
to review their engagements with India, the oc-
cupying power, as it is violating and disregard-
ing the international law, the international hu-
manitarian law, and international resolutions. 
The OIC resolution emphasized that the ques-
tion of Kashmir is of utmost importance for the 
Muslim Ummah, recognizing that Jammu and 
Kashmir is the core dispute between Pakistan 

and India, and its resolution indispensable for 
realization of the dream of peace in South Asia. 
The resolution acknowledged that the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir are the principal party 
to the dispute, and should be included in any 
peace process for resolution of the Jammu & 
Kashmir dispute. The resolution affirmed that 
any political process/elections held under 
foreign occupation cannot be a substitute to 
the exercise of the right of self-determination. 
It underscored that Jammu & Kashmir is an 
unresolved question of granting the right to 
self-determination to the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir that has been on the agenda of the 
United Nations Security Council for over seven 
Pakistan says inclusion of Jammu and Kashmir 
dispute in Niamey Declaration of the 47th ses-
sion of OIC Council of Foreign Ministers is yet 
another manifestation of the OIC’s consistent 
support to the Kashmir Cause. The Foreign Of-
fice Spokesperson Zahid Hafeez Chaudhry, in a 
statement today (Sunday), said the Declaration 
explicitly reiterated the OIC’s principled posi-
tion on the Jammu and Kashmir dispute for a 
peaceful settlement in accordance with the 
relevant UN Security Council resolutions. VoM

OIC reiterates its full support to Kashmiris, denounced the RSS-BJP 
regime policies and asks Delhi to overturn IIOJK annexation

Niamey Declaration manifests OIC’s support to Kashmir cause: FO

Afghan peace accord, The US closed 10 bases 
around Afghanistan

UN calls for avoiding escalation in Mideast follow-
ing assassination of top Iranian nuclear scientist
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Community heap phrases govt arrangements
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living with children  

Modi regime under fire 
for increasing domestic 
injustices and looming 

economic recession 
Indian farmers protesting 

against Modi’s so called ‘Great 
Reset’

LAHORE
United States (US)-based Sikh advocacy group, 
which is planning to organize a worldwide refer-
endum to demand the secession of Punjab from 
India, Friday announced one million dollars in 
aid for Punjabi farmers who suffered injuries 
or damage to their vehicles in clashes with po-
lice as they marched into New Delhi to protest 
against new farm laws. A press release issued by 
the Sikhs for Justice (SfJ) said it would open 24 
-hour call centers on November 30 in the United 
States, Canada, United Kingdom (UK), France and 
Germany to take online applications from farm-
ers of Punjab and Haryana to reimburse them 
for their losses and also to register votes for the 
“Khalistan Referendum.” The farmers were pro-
testing on Friday against a new legislation spon-
sored by the right-wing government of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi that they say would curb 
their earnings and benefit big corporations. The 
SfJ said it is kick starting the “Khalistan Referen-
dum” voting from London, UK, on August 15 for 
the independence of Punjab, the press release 
said.  In a statement, Gurpatwant Singh Pannun, 
SfJ’s General Counsel, promised that when Pun-
jab is liberated from Indian occupation, the farm-
ers’ loans will be waived and free power supply 
granted. “If the Modi government does not scrap 
the farm bills, as demanded by the farmers, SfJ 
will initiate legal action against India at the inter-
national level with the backing of various Kissan 
organizations,” A prominent Belgian newspaper 
has strongly criticized India for increasing domes-
tic injustices particularly against its minorities. In 
an article, paper The Brussels Times, expressed 
wonder over the policies that result in domes-
tic injustices like deprivation of citizen rights for 
minorities through the infamous Citizen Amend-
ment Act and National Register of Citizen that 
targets minorities, especially in West Bengal and 
Assam. The paper said that illegal annexation 
of Kashmir and crude attempts to change its de-
mographic character has landed India in trouble 
with Beijing due to claims on Chinese land in 
Aksai Chin. In India, thousands of farmers march-
ing on New Delhi in protest against agricultural 
deregulations have been allowed for sit in at a 
designated place in the city. The farmers particu-
larly from Punjab and Haryana have termed 
the agricultural legislation as anti-farmers. VoM

Global Market
Investors weigh prospects for U.S. corporate earnings 

as stocks set records




